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Chivukula Comments on
Water Infrastructure

PROGRESS IN GARWOOD…A ribbon-cutting ceremony was recently held at
Progress, a new resale shop on North Avenue in Garwood. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi, Chris Devine of the Garwood Chamber
of Commerce, business owner Tricia Caminos, and Council members Tim Hak
and Sara Todisco.

Vote-By-Mail Ballots for WF
BOE Bond Now Available

NEWLY INSTALLED…The UNICO National Convention was held last Wednes-
day to Sunday at Marco Island, Fla. On Friday morning, the election of the new
slate of national officers was held. Ann Walko, of the Plainfields’ chapter, was
elected to the second vice-president of UNICO National. She was installed by
last year’s National President, Glenn Pettinato.

Disability Pride Parade Set
For October 5 in Trenton

AREA -- Assemblyman Upendra
Chivukula (D-17, Somerset), the
Democratic candidate challenging
Republican Rep. Leonard Lance for
the U.S. Congressional seat in the 7th
District, recently visited New Jersey
American Water’s Canal Road water
treatment plant to discuss New Jersey’s
Water infrastructure organized.

“I was thankful for the opportunity
to share my thoughts as an engineer
who worked in the industry for 30
years and became a policy maker and
chairman of the Assemblyman Tele-
communications and Utilities Com-
mittee,” Mr. Chivukula said. “One of
the important outcomes of the session
was the need to accelerate the replace-
ment and rehabilitation of this critical
infrastructure using BPU program that
can be used by water companies to
address aging infrastructure in a way
that is both accelerated and finan-
cially prudent to rate payers.”

A report written by the American
Water Works Association (AWWA),
entitled “Buried No Longer: Con-
fronting America’s Water Infrastruc-
ture Challenge,” describes what most
water professionals already know.

“Like many of the roads, bridges,
and other public assets on which the
country relies, most of our buried
drinking water infrastructure was built
50 or more years ago, in the post-

World War II era of rapid demo-
graphic change and economic growth.
In some older urban areas, many water
mains have been in the ground for a
century or longer,” he said.

AWWA estimates restoring exist-
ing water systems as they reach the
end of their useful lives and expand-
ing them to serve a growing popula-
tion will cost at least $1 trillion over
the next 25 years if current levels of
water service are maintained. In the
Northeast, the figures approach $200
million, Mr. Chivukula said.

“Delaying the investment can re-
sult in degrading water service, in-
creasing water service disruptions,
and increasing expenditures for
emergency repairs. Ultimately, we
will have to face the need to catch
up with past deferred investments,
and the more we delay the harder
the job will be when the day of
reckoning comes. Given its age, it
comes as no surprise that a large
proportion of U.S. water infrastruc-
ture is approaching, or has already
reached, the end of its useful life.
The need to rebuild these pipe net-
works must come on top of other
water investment needs, such as the
need to replace water treatment
plants and storage tanks, and in-
vestments needed to comply with
standards for drinking water qual-
ity,” he said.

“We need to understand the im-
portance of a healthy water infra-
structure in a number of contexts,
including the environment, eco-
nomic growth and jobs. The treat-
ment and delivery of this water is
vital to the many industries across
the state,” Mr. Chivukula said. “With
the full implementation of the new
BPU program, the distribution sys-
tem improvement charge, not only
will the industries benefit from the
extra work, but also residents in New
Jersey will be the biggest beneficia-
ries. They will benefit from know-
ing that, with newer infrastructure
in the place, failure of that infra-
structure is greatly reduced, the ser-
vice they are paying for will be more
reliable.”

WESTFIELD – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has announced
that Vote-By-Mail ballots for the
Westfield Board of Education’s up-
coming special election will be avail-
able beginning on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 4, through the county clerk’s
Westfield and  Elizabeth offices.

The Westfield election, scheduled
for Monday, September 24, from 7
a.m. to 9 p.m., involves a $16.9-
million school bond referendum.

“Registered voters in Westfield may
obtain a Vote-By-Mail ballot for the

special election by visiting my
website or my offices in Westfield or
Elizabeth,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “The
service at the Westfield office, with
its convenient Saturday office hours
and evening hours during the week,
makes voting more accessible for
voters unable to go to the polls in
person on September 24.”

The Westfield annex of the county
clerk is located at 300 North Avenue
East. Office hours are 8 a.m. to 7:30
p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays; 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays; and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on Saturdays.

The main office of the county clerk
is located at the Union County Court-
house, 2 Broad Street, Room 113,
Elizabeth. Regular office hours in
Elizabeth are Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Vote-By-Mail has replaced the ab-
sentee ballot. Voters do not need to
give a reason why they wish to Vote-
By-Mail. To obtain an application
form, voters can download the form
at ucnj.org/government/county-clerk/
vote-by-mail or by contacting the
Union County Clerk at (908) 527-
4996. The clerk’s website also in-
cludes a video that explains how to
fill out the Vote-By-Mail application
form.

TRENTON – The second annual
New Jersey Disability Pride Parade
will be held on Friday, October 5, in
Trenton.

Hundreds of people and organi-
zations representing a wide vari-
ety of disabilities are expected to
march and roll from the New Jer-
sey State House on West State
Street to the post-parade celebra-
tion at Mill Hill Park on East
Lafayette Street.

The purpose of the New Jersey
Disability Pride Parade is to bring
people, organizations and businesses
together to celebrate pride with the
disability community and to pro-
mote the belief that disability is a
natural and beautiful part of human
diversity while generating national
awareness for the disability commu-
nity.

 Last year, more than 300 individu-
als participated in the event and there
has been increased interest in this
year’s event.

The New Jersey Disability Pride
Parade is a grassroots effort that
supports and promotes indepen-
dent living for people with dis-
abilities in Middlesex, Union and
Somerset counties.

There is no cost to participate
in the Parade, but individuals and
groups are encouraged to regis-
ter at www.njdisabilitypride.com
by Saturday, September 15. Vol-
unteers, sponsors and entertain-
ers are also needed for the pa-
rade.

SCHOOL DAYS ARE FAST APPROACHING!

Now is the time to get your message in front of Back-to-School shoppers. Place your Ad today for maximum exposure...you’ll be glad you did!
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UNUSUAL FATIGUE
INDIGESTION
SHORTNESS OF BREATH

CHEST TIGHTNESS
PAIN IN NECK OR JAW

PAIN IN ARMS

865 Stone St.  732.381.4200
rwjuhr.com

Get Better. Stay Better.

Mobile ICU • Emergency Angioplasty and Stenting
Diagnostics • Intervention • Cardiac Rehabilitation

KNOW THE SIGNS.
KNOW WHERE TO GO.

CHEST PAIN ISN’T THE ONLY SIGN 
OF A HEART ATTACK.

TOP SCORE for recommended heart attack care 
among NJ hospitals.*

*Met recommended care measures 100% of the time in 2010, according to NJ Department of Health and Senior Services.

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:
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Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments
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SP Looking for Cars
For Oct. 7 Street Fair
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Lions Club and the Township
of Scotch Plains are looking for an-
tique, classic and special interest cars
for the Sunday, October 7, Scotch
Plains’ street festival at the municipal
building parking lot.

The event will also feature
children’s crafts, activities, and food.
The show is open to all cars and
registrations will run from 9 to 11
a.m. Show proceeds will be donated
to the Lions Club.

Each participant will receive a com-
memorative dash plaque. Mayor’s,
Best of Show and President’s Choice
trophies will be awarded. Pre-regis-
tration cost $18 with registration the
day of the show $20. Checks should
be made payable to the Lions Club,
396 Parkview Avenue, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076. For more information,
call (908) 889-1709.

Christie Appoints
Bistocchi to Kean Bd.
TRENTON – Governor Chris

Christie has nominated Union
County Vocational-Technical School
Superintendent Thomas J. Bistocchi
of Ocean Township, Monmouth
County, to the Kean University Board
of Trustees.

This follows the recent appoint-
ments of John Kean, Jr. of
Bernardsville,  Doug Keller of Short
Hills, and Westfield resident Richard
Trabert.

UCPO Receives
$1.3 M in Funding

NEWARK — U.S. Senators
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) and
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) have
announced more than $1.3 million
in federal funding to help the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
improve forensic DNA investiga-
tions.

The funding, awarded though
the Department of Justice’s (DOJ)
DNA Backlog Reduction Program,
is aimed at reducing DNA testing
backlogs and shortening the turn-
around time for forensic DNA
tests.


