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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROAD WORK...The resurfacing of Hetfield Avenue in Scotch Plains is ex-
pected to be completed by Labor Day. The road will be closed to cars during
daytime hours while work is being done.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FINAL SUMMER THRILLS...With the opening of school  two weeks away, kids of all ages enjoy the waning days of summer
vacation, including these kids at Bowcraft Amusement Park on Route 22 in Scotch Plains.

P. Justin Fahey for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON THE WAY TO MARKET...Bailed aluminum is pictured here at Giordano’s
recycling facility in Newark.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COOLING OFF...These youngsters cool off at the water park at Ponderosa Park
on Cooper Road in Scotch Plains.

Speed Limits to Be Reduced on
Martine Avenue and Raritan Road

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council last week approved two ordi-
nances reducing speed limits on two
major roads. The speed limit on Martine
Avenue between King Street and Coo-
per Road will be reduced to 35 mph
while the segment between Cooper
Road and Raritan Road will be lowered
to 40 mph. The speed limit on Raritan
Road between Terrill Road and Lake
Avenue will be reduced to 35 mph
while the segment between Lake Av-
enue and Lamberts Mill Road will be
lowered to 25 mph.

The council also gave its approval at
last week’s meeting to an ordinance
adding a mid-block crosswalk on Coo-
per Road near the new Ponderosa Park.
Councilman Michael Marcus said the

new facility has resulted in increased
vehicular traffic on Cooper Road,
prompting a need for better pedestrian
safety.

At its conference meeting prior to
the August 14 meeting, the council
discussed the possible sale of a parcel
of township-owned property at 765
Jerusalem Road, which was bought in
a tax sale in the late 1990s, according to
Acting Township Manager Robert

LaCosta. He said the 5,000-square-
foot lot is smaller than the 6,000 square
feet required of lots in that area, and
noted that an adjoining property owner
has expressed interest in buying the
land.

Tax Assessor Mike Ross said a fair
market value for the lot is $22,500.
Councilman Kevin Glover said that
price tag would equate to what he termed

Mural Dispute to Be First
Heard By Zoning Board

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – One person’s
idea of art may be another’s idea of
graffiti. Or, in the end, is it actually a
sign?

The township zoning board of ad-
justment this fall is expected to tackle
the issue of what exactly the multi-
colored painting on the side of an
East Second Street building should
be treated as. The owner of the new
Bigg Playdate party space housed in
the building calls the image that runs

along the 50-foot-long side of the
building a mural. Township zoning
officials last month deemed it graf-
fiti. Then they also claimed that it is a
sign touting the business, which
opened earlier this summer, thus re-
quiring a sign permit from the mu-
nicipality.

The matter is up in the air for the
time being, pending before three dif-
ferent entities. A municipal court
hearing was adjourned until later this
month while a separate hearing be-
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Towns Efforts Made UC
Third In State Recycling

By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – While it has been 25 years
since New Jersey passed the Manda-
tory Recycling Act, a lot more goes
into recycling than one might think
when throwing away that last soda
can or plastic water bottle.

Guy Watson, chief of the Bureau of
Recycling and Planning at the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), said his depart-
ment sets recycling guidelines. In
addition, it is responsible for setting
goals and keeping statistics for coun-
ties and municipalities. Mr. Watson
estimated that in 2010, the last year
for which statistics are available, 13
million tons of solid waste was re-
cycled in New Jersey. This includes
“Class A” recyclables, which is com-
mon household recycling, as well as
other classes like brush and leaves,
asphalt and pavement from road
projects, commercial recycling and
even grease from restaurant fryers.

According to Mr. Watson, the DEP
also calculates recycling tonnage
grants, money that goes back to coun-

ties and municipalities based on total
tonnage recycled. The money for
these grants comes from a $3-per-ton
solid waste tax, which is levied at
New Jersey solid waste facilities to
which materials are brought for dis-
posal.

 “Ninety percent goes back to coun-
ties and towns,” Mr. Watson said.
Each recyclable also has a specific
rate corresponding to it which is based
on “the amount of effort it takes a
town to recycle it,” Mr. Watson ex-
plained. “For instance, curbside re-
cycling takes more effort because a
town is responsible to get a carting
service to do it. However, asphalt is
simply a by-product of paving a road,
which takes less effort, so the rate for
asphalt is less than that for bottles and
cans.”

After the state sets guidelines, the
counties get involved. JoAnn
Gemenden, Union County’s recycling
coordinator, is responsible for the
county’s recycling activities. She said
Union County is required to have a
solid waste plan and each municipal-
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Freeholders OK Additional
Spending at Galloping Hill

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – County residents
criticized the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day over increased costs the board
approved for improvements at Gal-
loping Hill Golf Course in
Kenilworth.

The board approved an increase
of $362,409 to the construction
management contract of
KemperSports Management, a golf
management company based in Il-
linois that manages Galloping Hill
as well as the Ash Brook Golf
Course in Scotch Plains, to $2.1
million. Construction is well un-
derway on a $15-million, 45,000-
square-foot clubhouse/banquet fa-
cility and learning center at Gallop-
ing Hill.

In addition, Rees Jones, Inc. of
Montclair was given a four-month,
$181,000 contract for design and
construction management services
for bunker and tee renovations at
Galloping Hill.

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son called the cost of the construc-
tion management contract “a total
rip- off,” noting the contract was
originally for $1 million which he
also thought was excessive.

“This turns into such a waste of
money. All it is is professional fees;
$2 million for who the heck knows

what,” Mr. Paterson said.
Armando Sanchez, director of

golf operations for the county, said
the initial contract included design
engineering and construction man-
agement and has now needed two
change orders; the first was for
$700,000, “which we anticipated
we were going to get through the
project” with. He said the addi-
tional $362,400 is needed because
the project had to be extended four
months “beyond what we had an-
ticipated.” He said the scope of the
utilities also had to be changed,
such as the gas, electrical and water
hookups.

On the bunkers, Mr. Sanchez said
the county had planned to renovate
the bunkers and tees that “have been
around for 20 years; they need to be
redone.” He said the improvements
would speed up play at the course
and noted the work will include
drainage and irrigation as well as
positioning the bunkers so they are
“easier and more friendly for the
golfer.”

“Didn’t we just spend a boatload
of money to put in new sand and fix
those bunkers last year?” questioned
Cranford resident Jim Buettner.

With all the money being spent at
Galloping Hill, he questioned what
improvements are to be made to
Ash Brook, which he said seems to
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Fanwood Council OKs Ordinance
For 2012 Capital Projects

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – During its regular
meeting Tuesday evening, the borough’s
governing body on second reading ap-
proved a bond ordinance appropriating
$1,680,000 and authorizing the issu-
ance of $1,425,000 for 2012 capital
projects. Approximately 80 percent of
the appropriated amount will be used
for major road reconstruction projects
and 20 percent will be used for public
works equipment purchases.

Also on second reading, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and the council approved
the execution of financial agreements
with Fanwood Crossing II Urban Re-
newal, LLC and Fanwood Crossing
III Urban Renewal, LLC. The devel-
oper, Elite Properties, is expected to
appear before the Planning Board in

late fall for the second part of the
development at South and Martine
Avenues. In discussing amendments
to the 2012 municipal budget, it was
revealed that the fourth-quarter tax
bill would be slightly larger than the
third-quarter tax bill because the
county’s estimated figures have now
been adjusted upward.

On August 8, Mayor Mahr visited
Trenton to appear before the Local
Finance Board and voiced her con-
cerns over the Courage to Reconnect
group’s petition to create a municipal
consolidation study commission to
study the consolidation of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. It is expected that the
Local Finance Board will act on the
petition during its September meeting.

Tuesday’s council meeting began
with awards and accolades to local

participants in the 2012 New Jersey
Special Olympics, the volunteers
in the Fanwood Sustainable Jersey
effort and to Fanwood’s first “Good
Samaritan of the Month.”

Ashley Weber and Ashley Jack-
son, two athletes in the 2012 New
Jersey Special Olympics  Summer
Games held in Ewing, were invited
to speak about their participation in
the games. Miss Weber has com-
peted in the Special Olympics for
the past 14 years and Miss Jackson,
a resident of Scotch Plains, had the
privilege of lighting the Special
Olympic Cauldron. Miss Weber
ended her speech by thanking the
mayor and council for recognizing
the athletes in the community and
asked that everyone “continue to
remember that the Special Olym-
pics brings the best out of all of us.”

Mayor Mahr and the council pub-
licly thanked the various volunteers
who worked together to submit an
application seeking certification
under the Sustainable Jersey pro-
gram. Former Councilwoman
Donna Dolce spearheaded the ef-
fort and outlined the program’s re-
quirements as well as how the vol-
unteers met those objectives.

According to Sustainable Jersey’s
website, “New Jersey is the first state
in the nation to have a comprehensive
sustainability program for commu-
nities that links certification with
strong state and private financial in-
centives, and a fully resourced pro-
gram of technical support and train-
ing.” The municipalities that have
been successfully certified under the
latest round of applications will be
announced in November. More in-
formation about the program and the
benefits of municipal certification can
be found at sustainablejersey.com.

Scott Smith has been named as
Fanwood’s first “Good Samaritan of
the Month.” On August 7, at around 5
a.m., Mr. Smith was running along
Coriell Avenue when he noticed smoke
coming out of one of the houses and
promptly contacted the fire depart-
ment. It turned out that the
homeowners were on vacation and the
fire had been smoldering in the base-
ment for some time. Mr. Smith’s at-
tentive eye and quick response pre-
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