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GARWOOD – After more than
10 years of discussion, the Ath-
letic Field Complex (AFC) is on its
way to fruition. With the council
chambers packed Tuesday with
residents both opposing and sup-
porting it, the Garwood Council
passed, 5 to 1, a 15-year,
$3,257,000 bond ordinance to
authorize construction of a multi-
functioning AFC to replace the
Garwood Little League Park at
the end of Myrtle Avenue. It will
include a Little League field, a
turf field, basketball and bocce
courts, a playground, an air-con-
ditioned and heated field house
that also can be used for senior
meetings, a full kitchen,
scoreboards, field lighting and a
walking path.

“This is something for
everyone…I think this is some-
thing that is very much needed
for this borough,” said Council-
man Louis Petruzzelli.

“We have gotten a lot of grants
for this project. That is the game
changer for me… The building in
itself is falling down. It is in a
flood zone... I strongly support
the project. I think it is going to
be a big benefit to this town,”
said Council President Keith
Sluka.

Councilman Jim Mathieu said,
to applause from residents, “I
am firmly opposed to this
project.” He went on to say how
the borough is short one police
officer, the Department of Pub-
lic Works has 30-year-old trucks
and the fire department has been
asking for a new jaws of life
device. “I support that. That is
for all of us… Are we letting the
basic things go and then going
ahead and doing an athletic field?
It is a nice project… The ques-
tion is not if it is a good project,
but a good project that will cost.”
He said the $3.2 million figure is
50 percent over budget. “It is a

textbook case in government
spending gone awry,” he stated.

Included in the $3.2-million
bond is a $920,055 general ob-
ligation bond with an interest
rate to be determined, and a
$570,916 Green Acres Loan at a
2-percent interest rate. Older
debt also will be rolled into the
bond, Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
said.

The general obligation bond,
based on an estimated 3.25-per-
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PLAY BALL...Residents attend the Garwood Borough Council meeting on Tuesday night to voice their concerns over  a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance to authorize the construction of the Athletic Field Complex.The council passed the
ordinance 5 to 1.

Garwood Passes $3.2 Million Field Project Midst Public Flap
cent interest rate, would increase
taxes $65 on average for a home
assessed at $100,000, said the
borough’s auditor, Warren
Korecky. This tax is in addition to
the yearly taxes, which were $105
per $100,000 on the average
assessed home this year.

In addition, the borough is us-
ing $630,000 of its Capital Sur-
plus and $42,819 of the Borough
Reserve funds to finance the AFC.

The borough also has attained

$1,093,209 in County of Union
Open Space, NJDEP Green Acres
and County of Union Senior Fo-
cus grants.

In the next four years, some
$475,000 in bonds will be amor-
tized, said Councilman Mathieu.
Once those bonds have been paid
off, the net yearly tax impact of
the bond ordinance voted on
Tuesday would be about $25 on
a $100,000 assessed home, said
Councilwoman Sara Todisco. This

net impact does not consider a
new bond ordinance for munici-
pal capital expenses that is
scheduled to be introduced this
year, according to Finance Com-
mittee Chairwoman Todisco.

As a result of the increase in
taxes, some residents sought to
have the bond ordinance voted
on by the public in a referendum
to be put on the ballot in Novem-
ber. Councilman Mathieu called
it “morally offensive” to not al-
low the voters to decide.

Those opposed to the project
felt the cost was too high, espe-
cially in the depressed economy,
for the some 1,500 taxpayers to
take on.

“We are not against children.
We’d like to see a nice baseball
field, but this project is out of
line,” said Dolores Dumbrowski.

Those in support of the AFC
expressed the benefit it would
have for the youth and seniors
of the community.

Baseball League member Rich-
ard King said, “I think the town of
Garwood should vote on this
project for the kids of Garwood
and the seniors and bring them all
together.”

After the recent Police Benevo-
lent Association (PBA) negotiation
agreement was passed, 5-1, by
council, a bond ordinance for the
police compensation package for
2012-2014 was introduced.

The council also passed the con-
sent agenda authorizing final pay-
ment of some $8,200 to JAK Con-
struction, also known as Diamond
Construction, for the 2011 Street,
Tree and Sidewalk Project, which
summed about $76,000; request-
ing permission to pay expendi-
tures of the Developer’s Escrow
Fund; supporting Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over 2012 Statewide
Crackdown, and authorizing the
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