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After squeaking out a 5-4 vic-
tory in Game 1 of the best of
three championships series,
Autoland zoomed into high gear
and laid tire tracks all over Five
Guys to claim the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League “B” Divi-
sion crown at Vo-Tech in Scotch
Plains on August 6.

It was Autoland’s, formerly
known as The Sofa Kings, first
championship since five years
ago. Since then, the team had
lost to Five Guys twice in the
championships.

The offensive hero for Autoland
in this game was former Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School foot-
ball and baseball standout Kyle
Adams, who went 3-for-6 with a

pair of bases-clearing triples,
while scoring three times.

However with 23 runs in the
books, a host of Autoland batters
had a field day, including Dom
Centanni, who banged four hits
in six at-bats, while scoring four
runs and adding three RBI. Vet-
eran Doug Delle Donne lashed
four hits in five at-bats and
knocked in three runs while scor-
ing four times. Team captain Brian
Schiller went 5-for-5 with two
RBI and scored three runs.

Autoland’s Brad Belford (3 RBI,
run scored), and veterans Ed
Belford (2 RBI, 4 runs scored) and
Billy Mariani (2 runs scored) each
poked three hits. Josh Finkelstein
and Orlando Rodrigues each

added a pair of RBI.
From the mound, Ed Belford,

with his outstanding defensive
play, shut down the middle and
only gave up one walk.

“He was our clear leader and
elder statesman all season,”
Schiller said.

The Autoland infield turned nu-
merous inning-ending double
plays. Schiller threw out one of
the Five Guys at home with
Mariani catching on a base hit up
the middle in the bottom of the
fifth to end the inning that they
scored three runs in.

“Billy laid the perfect tag,”
Schiller noted.

Autoland scored two runs in the
top of the first inning, but Five Guys

ADAMS HAMMERS TWO BASES-CLEARING TRIPLES; SCHILLER GOES 5-FOR-5, SCORES 3 RUNS

Autoland Routs 5 Guys, 23-9, Captures ‘B’ Division Crown
scored four of their guys in the
bottom of the inning. Autoland re-
taliated with five runs in the second
inning and added four more, high-
lighted by Adams’ three-run triple,
to seize an 11-4 lead.

After some goose eggs by both
teams, Five Guys cooked up three
runs in the fifth inning, but the
Autoland guys revved up their
engines and plated four runs in
the sixth and three in the sev-
enth, while Five Guys managed a
run in the sixth and another in
the seventh.

Autoland added the final em-
phasis with five more runs in the
eighth, and once again Adams
crunched a three-run triple

According to Schiller, league

commissioner and normally be-
hind-the-plate umpire, Ed
Zazzali, “was a sight to see from
out behind the plate the second
game.”

Schiller added, “We are very
appreciate our Autoland’s con-
tinued support and sponsorship
throughout the season, especially
to Mark Montenero, who took the
time to come see a few of our
games.”

Brian Schiller provided the flow
and results of Game 2.
Autoland 254 004 35 23
Five Guys 400 031 10 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
B DIVISION CHAMPS…Autoland defeated Five Guys in two games to claim the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League B Division crown. Championship participants pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Ed Belford, Brian Schiller, Orlando Rodrigues and Dom Centanni; back row, Brad Belford,
Billy Mariani, Kyle Adams, John Lyp, Josh Finkelstein and Doug Delle Donne.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
B DIVISION RUNNERS-UP…Five Guys finished second in the Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League B Division. Championship series participants pictured, left to right, are: front row; Mick
Marino, Mike Giordano, Pete Paradise, Mike Piccolo and John Giunta; back row, John Hagy, Chris
Grenham, Pete Gilson, Frank DiGiovanni, Drew Koski and Frank Mackiewicz.
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