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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

TO NEW HEIGHTS…Under the leadership of David Maran, James Wagner and
David Foltz, Boy Scouts from Troop No. 72 in Westfield recently conquered a 102-
mile hike in 11 days at the Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico. Pictured, Scouts
read The Westfield Leader July 19 at Baldy Mount, Philmont’s highest peak at
12,400 feet.

Photo courtesy of Daniel Ives
LONDON CALLING...The Ives family of Westfield went to the Olympics in
London and brought along The Westfield Leader. Daniel and Aaron, pictured,
along with Robyn and Jordyn, had a great time cheering on the USA.

Photo courtesy of Charles Stotter
EEH HAH...Marisa Stotter,  a former intern at The  Westfield Leader, catches up
on local New Jersey news at the OK Corral in Tombstone, Ariz., while driving
cross-country on her return from a summer internship in Los Angeles, Calif.
Marisa, an English major, is a senior at Wesleyan University in Middletown,
Conn.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to amend its contract with
KemperSports Management of
Northbrook, Ill., which manages the
county’s two golf courses, Gallop-
ing Hill in Kenilworth and Ash
Brook in Scotch Plains. The resolu-
tion would add $362,409 for con-
struction management services for
a total new contract of $2.1 million.
KemperSports was given an initial
$1 million contract in December
2009 to manage construction of the
new 45,000-square-foot clubhouse/
banquet facility and learning center
at Galloping Hill.

On a related resolution, the free-
holders are set to vote to give a
$180,926, four-month contract to
Rees Jones, Inc. of Montclair for
design and construction adminis-
tration services for bunker and tee
renovations at Galloping Hill.

Also considered was an $880,000
construction management services
contract with Pinnacle Consulting
& Construction Services, Inc., of
Newark, for improvements at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark. The contract
includes $71,000 for the pre-con-
struction phase, with $794,000 for
the construction phase and $15,000
for the close out of the project.

County Counsel Robert Barry
said the county has asked Pinnacle
to separate out the costs of the
$794,000 for the tennis courts, skat-
ing center and wetlands pond.

The board also is to vote on a
resolution to seek proposals through
competitive contracting for manage-
ment companies interesting in oper-
ating the county’s skating center.

The board additionally is set to
approve a $252,450 contract with
Riefolo Construction Company of
Belleville to construct a new green-
house at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside.
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Freeholders

portion of Birchwood Avenue one
foot above the flood plain in order
to obtain a permit from the NJDEP
to build in a flood hazardous area
be at the discretion of the hearing
officer, and that the venue is incon-
venient for Cranford residents.

Judge Wolfson and Ms.
McKenzie acknowledged receiv-
ing letters from the township stat-
ing its objection. The judge said,
however, that since the hearings
are a result of a court order, it is
proper that they be conducted in
court in Elizabeth.

The bulk of testimony, on
Wednesday, was given by Christo-
pher Lessard, the architect for the
CDA. Mr. Lessard outlined  place-
ment and dimensions of the apart-
ment complex on the property. He
said there would be three struc-
tures: Building A, with three resi-
dential floors with parking and a
lobby underneath; Building B, also
residential but smaller, and Build-
ing C, an open-air, three-level park-
ing garage with a ramp and parking
surrounded by a four-foot wall on
the top level. He said the property
also would have a patio and a pool.
The residences would consist of
one-, two- and three-bedroom apart-
ments, with lofts on the top levels.
Over 600 parking spaces would be
provided for residents and visitors,
including a portion designated as
handicapped spaces.

Maria Anderson, an attorney, who
lives in Kenilworth not far from the
site, asked Mr. Lessard, “Where will
the affordable units be in the build-
ings?” He responded, “That has yet
to be determined.” Special Master
McKenzie reminded Mr. Lessard
that final site-plan approval requires
that placement of the affordable
units must be identified.

Potential traffic problems were
addressed by CDA traffic engineer,
Elizabeth Dolan, who stated that
additional traffic to the area would
have minimal impact. Mr. Morin,
Deputy Mayor Kalnins and Tho-
mas Hannen, a township commit-
tee candidate this November, ques-
tioned her on her analysis.

On the second day of the hearing,
CDA Civil Engineer Michael Dipple
testified as to setback, landscaping
and flood plain issues. He also said
there would be a loading area for
persons who were moving in or out
of the buildings and an area for
trash. He described grading, drain-
age and a utility plan.

Mr. Dipple also described how
the complex would hook up to ex-
isting storm and water pipes based
on a flow capacity study in the
area. He stated that CDA was will-
ing to comply with all NJDEP stan-
dards. He also said CDA would
assume the cost of regrading
Birchwood Avenue. Flood storage,
flow, runoff and drainage were ad-
dressed, as well as landscaping is-
sues.

Peter Hekemian, a principal in
CDA, testified that whether or not
CDA was granted a hardship waiver
by the NJDEP, CDA was prepared
to go forward with the project.

When the hearings resume on
Tuesday, August 21, at the Union

County Courthouse, at 10 a.m. in
courtroom 101, Thomas Creelman,
an engineer with Paulus,
Sokolowski & Sartor, LLC (PS&S),
of Warren, who testified for
Cranford in the builder’s remedy
lawsuit, is expected to cross-exam-
ine Mr. Dipple along with Mr. Morin
and Mr. Marsden.
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MS BOA OKs New Daycare
Center on Springfield Ave.
By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
August 9 meeting, the Mountainside
Board of Adjustment approved an
application by Robbie G. LLC and
Primrose School for variances, in-
cluding a use variance, for a new
daycare facility at 1038 Springfield
Avenue.

Primrose currently has 250 schools
in 15 states across the nation, includ-
ing a location in Warren. The devel-
opment company, which also is the
land owner, is working with a Prim-
rose School franchisee to build the
facility in accordance with the
company’s specifications. The fran-
chisee then plans to lease the prop-
erty from the development company,
and run the operation.

After hearing from several expert
witnesses during its last meeting, the
board requested that multiple changes
be made to the proposed site plan,
including addressing traffic and drain-
age issues that had been identified by
the town’s engineer, as well as the
addition of more parking spaces and
landscaping elements.

Following a discussion with the
neighbor whose yard abuts the prop-
erty in question, the applicant agreed
that an existing, four-foot wall at the
rear of their property would be re-
moved and replaced with a similar
wall on the school’s property. On top
of the wall, several 18-foot arborvi-
taes would be planted as well.

Additionally, the parking plan was
reworked to include three more spots
than the first rendition of the site
plan, which only called for 33 spaces,
and to allow ample space for cars and
buses to turn around.

Gray Greiner, director of develop-
ment at Primrose Schools, told the
board that Primrose facilities are li-
censed by the state as childcare op-
erations.

“We do have teachers, but we do
not give tests or report cards,” Mr.
Greiner said. “For school-age kids
there is only before and after care.
Parents can drop the kids off and then

Primrose will bus them to and from
the local schools.”

The age range of students at the
center would be six weeks to 12 years
old, with a very small percentage of
the students being made up of school-
age children, according to Mr.
Greiner.

Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin
explained to the applicant that, based
on Mr. Greiner’s testimony, he deter-
mined the proposed operation was
fully a daycare facility and not a
school, and therefore the use vari-
ance was not needed since it was
considered a  “good use.”

Mr. Greiner went on to explain to
the board that at full capacity, the
proposed center would enroll up to
192 children, and have a staff of 22
people, but that most Primrose facili-
ties operate at 80-percent occupancy.

“We are a nationally accredited,
high-end childcare center, and we
picked this area because of the demo-
graphics,” Mr. Greiner said. “We look
forward to being here.”

The board also heard testimony
from the applicant’s planning con-
sultant, David Zimmerman of
Morristown, regarding the reason for
the requested variances.

“The variances for the setbacks fall
under hardship variances, particular
to the unique environmental char-
acteristics of the property,” Mr.
Zimmerman said.

There is a stream running through
the nearly two-acre property, which
requires a buffer as mandated by the
state Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), rendering more than
half of the property un-developable.

“While this is not an ideal situa-
tion, there’s no better use for the
property,” board member Ted
Zawislak said, before moving to ap-
prove the application with several
conditions, including approval from
the county and the DEP.

Per one of the conditions, the bor-
ough will investigate if the parking is
adequate six months after the Certifi-
cate of Occupancy is issued to the
daycare facility.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW STORE...Construction began on the future site of Urban Outfitters in
Westfield this week. The trendy retailer will take over the  historic building at the
corner of East Broad and Elm Streets.

Broad Street between 7 a.m. and 5
p.m., he said. The project is set to
be completed by Labor Day.

The council also approved the
submission of several grant appli-
cations to Union County amount-
ing to about $162,000 that would
be used for various improvements
to parks and ballfields.

At the end of the meeting, the
council adjourned into executive
session to continue its interview
process as it seeks a permanent
township manger to replace Chris-
topher Marion, who resigned in
March for a position in Old Bridge,
Monmouth County.
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY BALL...Residents attend the Garwood Borough Council meeting on
Tuesday night to voice their concerns over a 15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance
to authorize the construction of the Athletic Field Complex.The council passed
the ordinance by a 5-1 tally.

GW Passes $3.2 M. Field
Project Midst Public Flap
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – After more than 10
years of discussion, the Athletic Field
Complex (AFC) is on its way to frui-
tion. With the council chambers packed
Tuesday with residents both opposing
and supporting it, the Garwood Coun-
cil passed, 5 to 1, a 15-year, $3,257,000
bond ordinance to authorize construc-
tion of a multi-functioning AFC to
replace the Garwood Little League Park
at the end of Myrtle Avenue. It will
include a Little League field, a turf
field, basketball and bocce courts, a
playground, an air-conditioned and
heated field house that also can be used
for senior meetings, a full kitchen,
scoreboards, field lighting and a walk-
ing path.

“This is something for everyone…I
think this is something that is very
much needed for this borough,” said
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli.

“We have gotten a lot of grants for
this project. That is the game changer
for me… The building in itself is falling
down. It is in a flood zone... I strongly
support the project. I think it is going to
be a big benefit to this town,” said
Council President Keith Sluka.

Councilman Jim Mathieu said, to
applause from residents, “I am firmly
opposed to this project.” He went on to
say how the borough is short one police
officer, the Department of Public Works
has 30-year-old trucks and the fire de-
partment has been asking for a new
jaws of life device. “I support that. That
is for all of us… Are we letting the basic
things go and then going ahead and
doing an athletic field? It is a nice
project… The question is not if it is a
good project, but a good project that
will cost.” He said the $3.2 million
figure is 50 percent over budget. “It is
a textbook case in government spend-
ing gone awry,” he stated.

Included in the $3.2-million bond is
a $920,055 general obligation bond
with an interest rate to be determined,
and a $570,916 Green Acres Loan at a
2-percent interest rate. Older debt also
will be rolled into the bond, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi said.

The general obligation bond, based
on an estimated 3.25-percent interest
rate, would increase taxes $65 on aver-
age for a home assessed at $100,000,
said the borough’s auditor, Warren
Korecky. This tax is in addition to the
yearly taxes, which were $105 per
$100,000 on the average assessed
home this year.

In addition, the borough is using
$630,000 of its Capital Surplus and
$42,819 of the Borough Reserve funds
to finance the AFC.

The borough also has attained
$1,093,209 in County of Union Open
Space, NJDEP Green Acres and
County of Union Senior Focus grants.

In the next four years, some
$475,000 in bonds will be amortized,
said Councilman Mathieu. Once those

bonds have been paid off, the net
yearly tax impact of the bond ordi-
nance voted on Tuesday would be
about $25 on a $100,000 assessed
home, said Councilwoman Sara
Todisco. This net impact does not
consider a new bond ordinance for
municipal capital expenses that is
scheduled to be introduced this year,
according to Finance Committee
Chairwoman Todisco.

As a result of the increase in taxes,
some residents sought to have the
bond ordinance voted on by the public
in a referendum to be put on the ballot
in November. Councilman Mathieu
called it “morally offensive” to not
allow the voters to decide.

Those opposed to the project felt
the cost was too high, especially in the
depressed economy, for the some
1,500 taxpayers to take on.

“We are not against children. We’d
like to see a nice baseball field, but this
project is out of line,” said Dolores
Dumbrowski.

Those in support of the AFC ex-
pressed the benefit it would have for
the youth and seniors of the commu-
nity.

Baseball League member Richard
King said, “I think the town of
Garwood should vote on this project
for the kids of Garwood and the se-
niors and bring them all together.”

After the recent Police Benevolent
Association (PBA) negotiation agree-
ment was passed, 5-1, by council, a
bond ordinance for the police com-
pensation package for 2012-2014 was
introduced.

N.J. Decision On Study
Panel Set for Sept. 12
AREA — The state’s Local Fi-

nance Board has delayed a decision
on the application by Courage to
Reconnect Scotch Plains/Fanwood
seeking the creation of a municipal
consolidation study commission to
study the consolidation of the two
towns.

A copy of the application may be
requested in advance of the hearings
by e-mailing
DCAstaffatdlgs@dca.state.nj.us or
via SPFreconnect.wordpress.com/
application/. Hearings have been held
seeking public comment in both of
the communities.

“The vote was deferred to a future
meeting. The next meeting is sched-
uled for September 12,” said Lisa
Ryan, a spokeswoman for the De-
partment of Community Affairs
(DCA), which includes the Local Fi-
nance Board.

If authorized, the study commis-
sion would be formed and would
complete a report with a recommen-
dation on whether or not to put a
referendum on the election ballot.
The question would have to be ap-
proved in both communities to pass.


