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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRAFFITI OR ART?...A debate has erupted in Scotch Plains over whether a mural on the side of the building housing the
Bigg Playdate business on East 2nd Street is graffiti, art or an unapproved sign.

From The Westfield Leader archives and courtesy of Susan Sutphin
KILLING LINCOLN...Bill Sanders, formerly of Mountainside, provides a “Por-
traits of Patriots” George Washington engraving to Arrowhead Productions of
California for its filmmaking set depicting Abraham Lincoln’s assassination
being produced at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. The film is expected to air
next spring on National Geographic and ultimately be in residence at Abraham
Lincoln’s new Presidential Library in Springfield, Ill. The engraving is exact as
from that in Ford’s Theatre when President Lincoln was assassinated on April 15,
1865. The recreated set is shown above, along with Mr. Sanders.

Fanwood Council Introduces
Ordinances for Fanwood Crossing

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW and
PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Council last week approved rede-
velopment agreements with a de-
veloper for the second and third
phases of the Fanwood Crossing
mixed-use development in the
downtown area. The council ap-
proved tax resolutions and ordi-

nances for each of the projects at
Thursday’s meeting.

Ground was broken on the first
mixed-use Fanwood Crossing build-
ing, located at Martine and South
Avenues, in May of 2011 by Elite
Properties, the Warren-based de-
veloper. Elite recently received its
Certificate of Occupancy (CO) and
tenants are now living in the apart-
ments above future retail tenants.

The second phase of the Cross-
ing project, also to be a mixed-use
structure, will be located on the
former site of Sovereign Bank and
Livingston-Wilbor.

“That will sort of finish the rede-
velopment efforts along the front
of South Avenue,” Mayor Colleen
Mahr told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The third phase of the develop-
ment will be apartments to be situ-
ated on vacant land owned by the
borough along LaGrande Avenue
near Martine Avenue.

Fanwood Crossing, LLC, the
LLC set up by Elite Properties, is
expected to come before the
Fanwood Planning Board sometime
in late fall for the second phase,
with construction expected to be-
gin in the spring of 2013 if ap-
proved by the planning board. Con-
struction is expected to be com-
pleted by the summer of 2014.

The mixed-use development at
South and Martine will consist of
“residential units” as well as “some-
thing that’ll actually last – maybe a
restaurant or something retail [be-
low the housing space],” according
to Fanwood Municipal Clerk
Eleanor McGovern.

“It’s going to build up the down-
town for us,” Mrs. McGovern said.
“They [Fanwood LLC] want to get
started right away...when the ordi-
nances take effect” at the Tuesday,
August 21, borough council meet-
ing.

Elite plans to create a pedestrian
plaza to link the space between
Fanwood Crossing I and II. The
buildings also will share space for
parking.

The mayor envisions the plaza, to
be located behind existing Martine
Avenue stores, to be a public gather-
ing space featuring a downtown en-
tertainment series or an area “just for
people to congregate.”

Freeholders to Vote on
Costs for WF Election

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – In preparation for
the Westfield Board of Education’s
special election on a $17-million
bond referendum on Monday, Sep-
tember 24, the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders is expected
to vote to amend three existing con-
tracts with vendors at tonight’s regu-
lar meeting.

Full Service Mailers, Inc., of
Garfield, will be paid an additional
$1,764 to provide mailing services
for the election, while B&B Press
of Lebanon will be paid $3,176 for
the purpose of printing vote-by-
mail and provisional ballots. In ad-
dition, Royal Printing Services, Inc.
of West New York will be paid
$7,397 to print the official machine
ballots, sample ballots that are
mailed to voters and emergency
ballot tally sheets.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi said Westfield would be
required to reimburse the county
for the costs given that is a special
election. In addition to costs of the
county clerk, Westfield will pay
costs to the board of elections.

Dennis Kobitz, administrator
with the board of elections, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
these include placement of five le-
gal advertisements required by law
in The Westfield Leader and The Star-
Ledger in both English and Spanish
because Union County as a whole
has a Spanish population of over 10
percent.

One hundred poll workers will be
needed, four per each of Westfield’s
25 districts, for a total of $20,000.
There also is a $72 transportation
cost for each of the 25 voting ma-
chines, for another $1,800, as well
as overtime costs and costs for print-

ing the poll books and voting slips.
In other business, the freeholders

last Thursday considered a resolu-
tion to enter into a contract with
Perselay Associates, Inc.,  of
Chatham, to develop a management
study of the county jail. The $30,000
contract would run through the end
of the year.

“Obviously, at the end of the day,
this board’s decision is on whether
or not they want to look at privatiz-
ing this county jail,” Frank Guzzo,
director of human services, told
reporters after Thursday’s meeting.
“We are first going to look to see
how we can trim those costs that we
can’t control, which are overtime
(and) those things that go into oper-
ating a large inmate jail,” Mr. Guzzo
said. The current Department of
Corrections budget is $43.8 mil-
lion.

Mr. Guzzo noted that Gary Hilton,
who previously served as acting
jail director in Union County, is a
partner in the firm. An Internet
search revealed that Mr. Hilton was
assistant corrections commissioner
in Hudson County when Geoffrey
Perselay, the main principal in
Perselay Associates, was Hudson
County administrator in the late
1980s.

Mr. Guzzo also told the freehold-
ers that a resolution would likely be
on tonight’s, August 16, agenda to
award a contract for the
privatization of laundry services at
Runnells Specialized Hospital. The
contract follows those of the
privatization of occupational, physi-
cal and speech therapy services and
dietary and housekeeping services.
The contracts were approved in an
effort to eliminate an $11.3-million
budget deficit at Runnells.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE SITE...The Birchwood development in Cranford, the site of which is
pictured above, was the topic of a dispute heard recently at the Union County
Courthouse.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Site Plan Hearings Begin
On Birchwood Development

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Hearings on the
site plan of a Cranford apartment
development of 360 apartments, in-
cluding 60 affordable units, to be
built on 215/235 Birchwood Av-
enue, were held in Union County
Superior Court in Elizabeth last
Wednesday and Thursday. Cranford
Township, which opposes the
project, was represented by Town-
ship Attorney Philip Morin. The
developer, Cranford Development
Associates (CDA), was represented
by Stephen M. Eisendorfer.

Retired Superior Court Judge
Douglas K. Wolfson presided. Also
present was Special Master Eliza-
beth McKenzie. Both have exten-
sive knowledge of land-use laws
and Mount Laurel issues. They were
both appointed by state Superior
Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal, who
presided over a builder’s remedy
lawsuit brought against the town-
ship by CDA. Last year, the judge
ruled in favor of the developer. The
township opposes the development
because of flooding concerns. The

16-acre tract borders wetlands.
Cranford suffered massive flood-
ing last year during Hurricane Irene.

About 30 Cranford residents at-
tended the hearing. Deputy Mayor
Andis Kalnins, Committeeman Ed-
ward O’Malley and Township En-
gineer Richard Marsden also were
present. Mayor David Robinson and
Committeewoman Lisa Adubato
were both away on vacation and
Committeeman Kevin Campbell
boycotted the hearings. In a letter
to the editor of this paper, he said,
“The court’s decision in this matter
essentially limited the environmen-
tal review to the NJDEP (New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection) regulations as they ap-
plied to the site rather than the over-
all impact to the municipality with
existing and massive flooding prob-
lems.”

At the outset of the hearing, Mr.
Morin stated that the township ob-
jects to the hearing officer assum-
ing the jurisdiction of the Cranford
Planning Board, and that the issue
of CDA regrading, or raising, a

DELEGATES...Scotch Plains-Fanwood students were delegates at the Leader-
ship Training Conference (LTC) held in July at The College of New Jersey: Mark
Mital, Allyson Bisgay, Jordan Wolman and Sophia Iacona.  The Mirabella’s of
Fanwood all serve on the LTC staff as senior and junior counselors.  LTC is
sponsored by the New Jersey Association of Student Councils and is the longest,
continuously run state leadership program in the United States. Two of the
students, Mark Mital and Jordan Wolman, were granted partial scholarships
from the SPF Education Enrichment Foundation (EEF). Pictured, from left to
right, are: Al Mirabella, Mark Mital, Allyson Bisgay, Jordan Wolman, Alex
Mirabella, Micayla Mirabella, Sophia Iacona and Phyllis Mirabella.

Water Company Says Main Break
Could Not Have Been Prevented

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from New Jersey American
Water Co. (NJAW) told the town-
ship council and a handful of neigh-
borhood residents Tuesday night
that the late July water main leak on
Portland Avenue could not have
been anticipated but promised to
inspect the entire 12,000-foot length
of the main this fall.

At Tuesday night’s council meet-
ing, NJAW’s Thomas Shroba, in
reading a chronology of what oc-
curred starting early in the morning
on July 31, said the 48-inch pipe is
a “1970 vintage” water main and

“not very old” by pipe standards.
No prior leaks were ever reported
in that main. An 18-foot section
failed, he said, and while testing is
being done on the corroded section
that burst, Mr. Shroba said the ex-
act cause of the leak might never be
known. While the pipe was repaired
and the main was back in service on
August 3, he said some additional
work remains to be done.

Several residents who were af-
fected by the flooding on Portland
Avenue and some surrounding
streets attended the meeting, with
some asking that the utility or the
township provide them with some
financial assistance for the damage
their homes sustained. Kevin
Watson from NJAW said several
legal rulings over the years have
established that water companies
are not liable for damages caused
by water main breaks deemed to be
unforeseen or uncontrollable.
Homeowners were urged at several
points during the discussion to work
with their own homeowner insur-
ance companies. Debbie Hager of
Church Street said paying to re-
place all possessions not covered
by insurance was “a hardship for
us.”

Mr. Shroba told Barbara Barone,

a Portland Avenue resident, that the
pipe had not been inspected prior to
the leak because it is “relatively
young.” He said the water company
would perform an extensive inspec-
tion of the entire pipe in the fall,
after the heavy water-usage sum-
mer season has ended. About 200
feet of the pipe on both sides of the
break was also inspected in the wake
of the leak two weeks ago.

Councilman Kevin Glover urged
the water company to help resi-
dents pay for the damage to their
homes not covered by insurance,
and also asked that township engi-
neering personnel be able to in-
spect the damaged section of pipe
in an effort to determine the cause
of the leak.

Councilman Michael Marcus
agreed, saying such a gesture would
be a “mater of goodwill.” Mr.
Watson from NJAW said the com-
pany would soon be providing $500
gift cards to neighborhood residents
affected by the flooding.

In other business, the milling and
resurfacing of Hetfield Avenue is
underway, according to Acting
Township Manager Robert LaCosta.
The road will be closed to car traf-
fic from South Avenue to West
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