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Site Plan Hearings Begin
On Birchwood Development

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hearings on the
site plan of a Cranford apartment
development of 360 apartments, in-
cluding 60 affordable units, to be
built on 215/235 Birchwood Avenue,
were held in Union County Superior
Court in Elizabeth last Wednesday
and Thursday. Cranford Township,
which opposes the project, was rep-
resented by Township Attorney Philip
Morin. The developer, Cranford De-
velopment Associates (CDA), was
represented by Stephen M.
Eisendorfer.

Retired Superior Court Judge Dou-
glas K. Wolfson presided. Also
present was Special Master Eliza-
beth McKenzie. Both have extensive
knowledge of land-use laws and
Mount Laurel issues. They were both
appointed by Superior Court Judge
Lisa F. Chrystal, who presided over a
builder’s remedy lawsuit brought
against the township by CDA. Last
year, the judge ruled in favor of the
developer. The township opposes the
development because of flooding
concerns. The 16-acre tract borders
wetlands. Cranford suffered massive

flooding last year during Hurricane
Irene.

About 30 Cranford residents at-
tended the hearing. Deputy Mayor
Andis Kalnins, Committeeman Ed-
ward O’Malley and Township Engi-
neer Richard Marsden also were
present. Mayor David Robinson and
Committeewoman Lisa Adubato were
both away on vacation and Commit-
teeman Kevin Campbell boycotted
the hearings. In a letter to the editor of
this paper, he said, “The court’s deci-
sion in this matter essentially limited
the environmental review to the
NJDEP (New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection) regula-
tions as they applied to the site rather
than the overall impact to the munici-
pality with existing and massive
flooding problems.”

At the outset of the hearing, Mr.
Morin stated that the township ob-
jects to the hearing officer assuming
the jurisdiction of the Cranford Plan-
ning Board, and that the issue of
CDA regrading, or raising, a portion
of Birchwood Avenue one foot above
the flood plain in order to obtain a
permit from the NJDEP to build in a
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Union County Freeholders to Vote
On Costs For Westfield Election

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – In preparation for the
Westfield Board of Education’s spe-
cial election on a $17-million bond
referendum on Monday, September
24, the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders is expected to vote to
amend three existing contracts with
vendors at tonight’s regular meeting.

Full Service Mailers, Inc., of
Garfield, will be paid an additional
$1,764 to provide mailing services
for the election, while B&B Press of
Lebanon will be paid $3,176 for the
purpose of printing vote-by-mail and
provisional ballots. In addition, Royal
Printing Services, Inc. of West New
York will be paid $7,397 to print the

official machine ballots, sample bal-
lots that are mailed to voters and
emergency ballot tally sheets.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi said Westfield would be re-
quired to reimburse the county for
the costs given that is a special elec-
tion. In addition to costs of the county
clerk, Westfield will pay costs to the
board of elections.

Dennis Kobitz, administrator with
the board of elections, told The
Westfield Leader these include place-
ment of five legal advertisements re-
quired by law in The Leader and The
Star-Ledger in both English and Span-
ish because Union County as a whole
has a Spanish population of over 10
percent.

One hundred poll workers will be
needed, four per each of Westfield’s
25 districts, for a total of $20,000.
There also is a $72 transportation
cost for each of the 25 voting ma-
chines, for another $1,800, as well as
overtime costs and costs for printing
the poll books and voting slips.

In other business, the freeholders
last Thursday considered a resolu-
tion to enter into a contract with
Perselay Associates, Inc., of Chatham,
to develop a management study of
the county jail. The $30,000 contract
would run through the end of the
year.

“Obviously, at the end of the day,
this board’s decision is on whether or
not they want to look at privatizing
this county jail,” Frank Guzzo, direc-
tor of human services, told reporters
after Thursday’s meeting. “We are
first going to look to see how we can
trim those costs that we can’t control,
which are overtime (and) those things
that go into operating a large inmate
jail,” Mr. Guzzo said. The current
Department of Corrections budget is
$43.8 million.

Mr. Guzzo noted that Gary Hilton,
who previously served as acting jail
director in Union County, is a partner
in the firm. An Internet search re-
vealed that Mr. Hilton was assistant
corrections commissioner in Hudson
County when Geoffrey Perselay, the
main principal in Perselay Associ-
ates, was Hudson County adminis-
trator in the late 1980s.

Mr. Guzzo also told the freehold-
ers that a resolution would likely be
on tonight’s, August 16, agenda to
award a contract for the privatization
of laundry services at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital. The contract fol-
lows those of the privatization of oc-
cupational, physical and speech
therapy services and dietary and
housekeeping services. The contracts
were approved in an effort to elimi-
nate an $11.3-million budget deficit
at Runnells.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to amend its contract with
KemperSports Management of
Northbrook, Ill., which manages the
county’s two golf courses, Galloping
Hill in Kenilworth and Ash Brook in
Scotch Plains. The resolution would
add $362,409 for construction man-
agement services for a total new con-
tract of $2.1 million. KemperSports

Mountainside BOA OKs New Day
Care Center on Springfield Ave.

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
August 9 meeting, the Mountainside
Board of Adjustment approved an
application by Robbie G. LLC and
Primrose School for variances, in-
cluding a use variance, for a new
daycare facility at 1038 Springfield
Avenue.

Primrose currently has 250 schools
in 15 states across the nation, includ-
ing a location in Warren. The devel-
opment company, which also is the
land owner, is working with a Prim-
rose School franchisee to build the
facility in accordance with the
company’s specifications. The fran-
chisee then plans to lease the prop-
erty from the development company,
and run the operation.

After hearing from several expert
witnesses during its last meeting, the
board requested that multiple changes

be made to the proposed site plan,
including addressing traffic and drain-
age issues that had been identified by
the borough’s engineer, as well as the
addition of more parking spaces and
landscaping elements.

Following a discussion with the
neighbor whose yard abuts the prop-
erty in question, the applicant agreed
that an existing, four-foot wall at the
rear of their property would be re-
moved and replaced with a similar
wall on the school’s property. On top
of the wall, several 18-foot arborvi-

taes would be planted as well.
Additionally, the parking plan was

reworked to include three more spots
than in the first rendition of the site
plan, which only called for 33 spaces,
and to allow ample space for cars and
buses to turn around.

Gray Greiner, director of develop-
ment at Primrose Schools, told the
board that Primrose facilities are li-
censed by the state as childcare op-
erations.

“We do have teachers, but we do
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
PLAY BALL...Residents attend the Garwood Borough Council meeting on Tuesday night to voice their concerns over  a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance to authorize the construction of the Athletic Field Complex.The council passed the
ordinance 5 to 1.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
NEW STORE...Construction began on the future site of Urban Outfitters in
Westfield this week. The trendy retailer will take over the  historic building at the
corner of East Broad and Elm Streets.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
APPROVED...The Mountainside Board of Adjustment met on August 9, at
which time the application for a new day care center on Springfield Avenue was
approved.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
SUMMER JAZZ...Too Blue Lou and the Groove entertain the crowd during the
Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival on Tuesday night. The summer concert
series will continue on Tuesday nights through August 28.

Cranford Creates Ordinance
To Approve Housing Liaison

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD –The Cranford Town-
ship Committee, on Tuesday evening,
introduced an ordinance to create the
administrative mechanisms needed for
the execution of Cranford’s responsi-
bility to assist in the provision of afford-
able housing according to the Fair Hous-
ing Act of 1985.

An ordinance was introduced to es-
tablish the position of a municipal hous-
ing liaison. Subject to the approval of
state Superior Court, the person would

be appointed and may serve in a part-
time or a full-time position.

That officer would be charged with
overseeing and administration of the
program. The individual would serve
as a contact for all inquiries from the
state, affordable housing providers,
administrative agents and interested
households. The officer would also
monitor the status of all restricted units
in the township’s Fair Share Plan. The
liaison would coordinate meetings with
affordable housing providers and ad-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

GW Passes $3.2 M. Field
Project Midst Public Flap
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – After more than 10
years of discussion, the Athletic Field
Complex (AFC) is on its way to frui-
tion. With the council chambers
packed Tuesday with residents both
opposing and supporting it, the
Garwood Council passed, 5 to 1, a
15-year, $3,257,000 bond ordinance
to authorize construction of a multi-
functioning AFC to replace the
Garwood Little League Park at the
end of Myrtle Avenue. It will include
a Little League field, a turf field,
basketball and bocce courts, a play-
ground, an air-conditioned and heated
field house that also can be used for
senior meetings, a full kitchen,
scoreboards, field lighting and a walk-
ing path.

“This is something for everyone…I
think this is something that is very
much needed for this borough,” said
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli.

“We have gotten a lot of grants for
this project. That is the game changer
for me… The building in itself is
falling down. It is in a flood zone... I
strongly support the project. I think it
is going to be a big benefit to this
town,” said Council President Keith
Sluka.

Councilman Jim Mathieu said, to
applause from residents, “I am firmly
opposed to this project.” He went on

to say how the borough is short one
police officer, the Department of Pub-
lic Works has 30-year-old trucks and
the fire department has been asking
for a new jaws of life device. “I sup-
port that. That is for all of us… Are
we letting the basic things go and
then going ahead and doing an ath-
letic field? It is a nice project… The
question is not if it is a good project,
but a good project that will cost.” He
said the $3.2 million figure is 50
percent over budget. “It is a textbook
case in government spending gone
awry,” he stated.

Included in the $3.2-million bond
is a $920,055 general obligation bond
with an interest rate to be determined,
and a $570,916 Green Acres Loan at
a 2-percent interest rate. Older debt
also will be rolled into the bond,
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said.

The general obligation bond, based
on an estimated 3.25-percent interest
rate, would increase taxes $65 on
average for a home assessed at
$100,000, said the borough’s audi-
tor, Warren Korecky. This tax is in
addition to the yearly taxes, which
were $105 per $100,000 on the aver-
age assessed home this year.

In addition, the borough is using
$630,000 of its Capital Surplus and
$42,819 of the Borough Reserve
funds to finance the AFC.
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