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Leftfielder Ray Gambino made
a spectacular catch to prevent a
possible extra-inning game and
to allow St. John to salvage an
11-9 victory over a surging St.
Joseph team in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 3.

Heading into the bottom of the
seventh inning, St. John, jockey-
ing with St. Joe for third place in
the Saints Division, held what
appeared to be a comfortable
and controllable 11-4 lead and
were facing the bottom three
batters of the order. However,
the best laid plans of St. mice
and St. men seemed to go south
when the Joe boys staged a two-
out surge.

John Veglia, batting next to the
last in the St. Joe lineup, slapped
a one-out single then St. John
pitching ace Tom Rutkowski ap-
peared quite relaxed when he
got veteran Dean Talcott to fly
out to right field for the second
out. Leadoff hitter Steve
Mavrakes plopped a single over
first base. Tom Ulichny curled an
RBI single in the same location
then Bob McGuiness drew a walk.
Ed Marchelitis slashed a two-run
single to leftfield, Brian Williams
singled and Dave Merkel followed
with a two-run single to make
the score, 11-9, with two run-
ners on base. Russ Voorhees
stepped to the plate and punched
a low liner to shallow left, but
Gambino charged full speed
ahead and just made the grab.

Both teams finished with 16
hits, but St. John got the game’s
only extra base hit when Dan

Margolis drilled an RBI triple in
the second inning. Lou Messano
led St. John with three singles,
three RBI and two runs scored.
Rutkowski and Tom Litterio each
had two singles and two runs
scored. Keith Karyczak (RBI) and
Chris Nardi each had two singles
and a run scored.

Mavrakes led St. Joe with four
singles in as many at-bats, while
scoring twice. Ulichny also con-

tributed a pair of RBI singles.
McGuiness, who walked twice and
scored twice, also had an RBI
single. Brian Williams went 3-
for-4 with a run scored. Merkel
finished with two singles.

St. John scored once in the top
of the first when Gambino lofted
an RBI sacrifice fly to left to score
Messano. But St. John plated
seven more runs on six hits and
with the help of several errors in

the second to grab an 8-0 lead.
“We got them where we want

them,” muttered Marchelitis as
the Joe boy walked in to bat.

Any notion of a big inning van-
ished when Messano, from his
shortstop position, scooped a
grounder, stepped on second
for the second out and fired to
first to complete a double play.

In the third, St. John pushed
three singles just out of the reach

of shortstop Mavrakes but failed
to score.

“How many balls can I not get
to by an inch?” Mavrakes asked
when the Joe boys came to bat
in the third.

Jarrett Williams poked a lead-
off single. Two batters later,
Mavrakes chopped a single to
right then Ulichny and McGuiness
made the score, 8-2, with re-
spective RBI singles.

When St. John’s Tom McGall,
the third of three straight Toms
in the order, stepped to the plate,
Rutkowski suggested, “Tom!
Let’s get the two back. Start
with you!”

McGall’s liner eluded the glove
of the right fielder then Messano
brought him home with an RBI
single. Next, centerfielder
McGuiness made a somewhat
shaky catch, which prompted
St. John’s Bob Camisa to say,
“Looks like a bobble head doll
out there.

McGuiness displayed much
more grace when he hauled in a
fly ball for the third out.

In the John fifth, Joe second
baseman Brian Williams turned
a second-to-first double play to
end the inning. In the Joe fifth,
Pete Costello made a running
grab of Talcott’s liner to prevent
any scoring.

The three Toms led off the
sixth inning. Rutkowski and
Litterio tapped singles and
McGall reached on an error.
Messano hit into a double play,
but the first Tom scored.

“All three Toms get on and
what do I do” Hit into a double
play,” Messano mumbled.

Karyczak brought the second
Tom home with an infield single,
giving St. John its 11-4 lead
before the dramatic finish.
St. John 170 102 0 11
St. Joseph 002 002 5 9

MESSANO LINES 3 HITS, 3 RBI; GAMBINO SAVING CATCH; MAVRAKES RAPS 4 HITS, SCORES 2

St. John Salvages, 11-9, Win Over Surging St. Joseph Boys
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ZOOMING ACROSS THE PLATE…St. John’s Tom Litterio zooms across home plate as St. Joseph catcher Dean Talcott
chases a wild throw at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 3.


