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VETERAN ED BELFORD ENDS GAME 1 WITH DOUBLE PLAY, SINGLES TO SPARK BOTH RALLIES

Autoland Clips 5 Guys, 5-4, Revs Up to Win B Division
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Impressive defensive plays, es-
pecially on the part of top-seeded
Autoland allowed the team for-
merly known as the Sofa Kings to
hold off second-seeded Five
Guys, 5-4, in Game 1 of a double
header of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League Monday Night
Division championship at Vo-Tech
in Scotch Plains on August 6.

Last year Neighborhood Paint-
ing, after losing the first game,
8-6, ousted the Sofa Kings from
the playoff, winning the next two,
10-8 and 19-10. Then Five Guys
whitewashed the Painters, 18-
11 and 12-2, for the title. But the
Sofa Kings also had a sweet taste
of being Kings, so a battle for the
title was expected.

“They won a few years ago, and
we won last year, so it’s a battle
to see who reigns supreme,” Five
Guys captain Frank Mackiewicz
said. “It’s going to be a good
game.”

Fifth-year veteran Brian
Schiller, a 2002 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduate
and representative for Autoland,
said, “My first year here with the
Sofa Kings was when we won it
the first time around. The last
four years, we got knocked out
by those guys and a few other
teams, so we are looking to put it
together this year. We have a
great group of guys. These are
probably the best guys I have
played with in any league.”

Both teams have added a few
new faces to bolster their lineup
this year, but many of the veter-
ans have returned.

“We have a couple of new faces.
Not many tough! John Giunta
and Pete Paradise are two new

guys. We have a lot of returning
guys. It’s going to be a lot of fun,”
Mackiewicz.

“We have a couple of new faces.
We have Dom Centanni. Orlando
Rodrigues played for us last year,”
Schiller said.

In Game 1, veteran Ed Belford,
Autoland’s pitcher, shined de-
fensively and offensively. Belford
made a fine backhanded scoop
to record a putout in the third
inning and demonstrated his
quick reactions to grab a liner

back to the mound in the fifth,
but his best move came in the
ninth inning when he turned a
second-to-first double play (DP)
to end the game.

The wide-open outfield at Vo-
Tech required more placement-
style hitting than power, and
Belford had the wisdom to poke
a pair of singles in his three at-
bats. Schiller, his pinch runner
scored on both occasions.

Autoland third baseman Josh
Finkelstein dazzled the fans with

a smooth snag inches away from
the screen along the third
baseline in the first inning. He
also added another fine scoop,
then later followed with a sec-
ond-to-first DP. Shortstop
Rodrigues turned a second-to-
first DP. Centanni made a diving-
and-rolling catch in right field.

Five Guys shortstop Mike Pic-
colo made a slick over-the-shoul-
der catch in the second inning
and initiated a second-to-first
DP in the fourth. Leftfielder Chris

Grenham performed a superb
running-and-rolling snag in the
sixth inning.

In addition to Belford, veteran
Doug Delle Donne had a single, a
double and an RBI, while scoring
once. Kyle Adams ripped an RBI
double, singled and scored twice.
Rodrigues singled twice and had
an RBI.

Five Guys totaled 14 hits. Vet-
eran Frank DiGiovanni had a triple
and an RBI single. Veterans John
Hagy (double, run scored) and
Drew Koski each went 2-for-3.
Mick Marino singled twice and
scored once. Mackiewicz (RBI),
Piccolo, Giunta and Grenham
each added a single.

After a scoreless beginning,
Autoland took a 3-0 lead in the
bottom of the third, and Ed
Belford sparked it with a single to
right. Adams singled to center
then Delle Donne, Brad Belford
and Rodrigues added respective
RBI singles.

Autoland upped its lead to 5-0
in the seventh and Ed Belford
was the catalyst again with a
single to right. Adams hammered
an RBI double and Centanni fol-
lowed with an RBI double.

Hagy opened the eighth with a
double to left-center. Grenham
singled and Mackiewicz lofted an
RBI sacrifice fly to left for Five
Guys’ first run. In the ninth, Marino
hacked a one-out single past third,
and Pete Paradise dropped a single
over first. Pete Gilson thumped a
two-run triple to right, and
DiGiovanni tightened the score,
5-4, with an RBI single to left
before Belford ended the rally
with his second-to-first DP.

Autoland then revved up is en-
gine big time to win Game 2, 23-
9, and the B Division champion-
ship.
Five Guys 000 000 013 4
Autoland 003 000 20x 5
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HEADING DOWN THE LINE…Autoland veteran Ed Belford, center, heads down the line as Five Guys first baseman
Pete Gilson, No. 00, makes the catch for the putout. Autoland defeated Five Guys, 5-4, in Game 1 of the playoffs.


