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REGISTRATION TIMES:

Tuesday, September 4th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

Wednesday, September 5th:
12:00 - 4:00pm

Thursday, September 6th:
12:30 - 2:30pm & 4:30 - 7:30pm

137 Central Ave., 2nd Fl. Westfield, NJ 07090      908-789-3011

Visit Our

Website To See

Why People Are

Choosing Us!

WESTFIELD SCHOOL OF DANCE
2012-2013 Season

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Modern
Pointe • Hip Hop
Pre-School Dance

Little Stars Ballerina Program
Angelina Ballerina Dance Academy

New Classes Begin Sept 10th
908-789-3011

www.thewestfieldschoolofdance.com

August
Every Tues., Wed. & Thurs. - 10:00am - 6:00pm

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Beasts of the Southern Wild”
Civilizing Cinema

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Benh Zeitlin’s iconically
independent “Beasts of the South-
ern Wild,” about a little girl’s search
for identity, meaning and security
in a remote section of the Louisiana
Bayou referred to as the Bathtub, is
a haunting splash of poetic reality.
It is an endearing, intelligent and
searing shard of sociology, artisti-
cally pungent with eye-opening
truths.

Through the often frightening,
always surprising adventures of the
ultra-precocious Hushpuppy, mag-
nificently portrayed by six-year-old
Quvenzhané Wallis, we are re-
minded of one of America’s richest
diversities: our poverty. Pick a re-
gion, any region. There, the inad-
vertent outgrowth of its affluence,
you’ll find a uniquely parallel squa-
lor.

Caught in this economic perdi-
tion, hardly more sophisticated than
a poker game despite all the rheto-
ric that would have you believe oth-
erwise, Hushpuppy lives in an od-
yssey of survival. Already schooled
in the class warfare jargon about
her kind of people and those less
enlightened sorts living on the other
side of the levee, she also has her
own theories.

It’s a fantasy combination of
pontifications she’s learned from
her nonconformist dad, Wink, a pe-
rennially agitated egocentric played
by Dwight Henry, and the local,
self-appointed teacher/interpreter
of Mother Nature, Miss Bathsheeba
(Gina Montana). We figure if she
can break from her circumstances
she’s destined to be a Darwinian
scholar.

The narrator, she delivers her
raison d’etre, the world according
to Hushpuppy, in a charming pa-
tois, at once confident and anxious.
Mom is gone, attended by a legend
built of snippets of lore from Dad
and her own fashioning. Giving the
tale a mystically engaging aura, a
gray area flourishes between actual
events and Hushpuppy’s
imaginings.

The fierce stampeding of aurochs,
prehistoric beasts that don’t take
‘nothin’ from nobody,’ acts as the
chorus, an ideological interpreta-
tion of what has shaped and con-
trols our destiny, whether in the
Bathtub or out of it. She mixes their
attributed dominance with visions
of an apocalyptic comeuppance
when the polar ice caps eventually
melt.

It’s a lot for a six-year-old to take
upon herself. But little Quvenzhané
adeptly intersperses her character’s
revelatory philosophy with a smat-
tering of tantrums and outbursts,
helping balance and make credible
the wiser than her years Hushpuppy.
In the bargain, along with the eco-
nomic assailment, she takes us back
to a universal experience.

It’s childhood, where all things
are possible. And if you were lucky,
it brimmed with hope and dreams

of glory…rich or poor. Thus the
immersed observer is sure to flash
on his or her own youthful epipha-
nies, delivered here like flickers of
sunlight to a forest floor. Gushing
with discovery, Hushpuppy is an
ambassador of the human spirit.

And her story is an equal oppor-
tunity muckrake, not only confirm-
ing the fears of liberals, but also
managing to guiltlessly entertain
the sainted One Percent. You see,
Wink and his ilk, to put it in polite
parlance, wish no help from any-
one, especially the bleeding hearts
seeking to relocate them. Like
Garbo, they just want to be left
alone.

All of which gets the morally
sympathetic viewer to thinking
about the multiple-edged conun-
drum faced by the American social
service system. We anguish with
inquiry: Is it possible to help? How
can we help? Should we help? Can
we help without it becoming
someone’s disingenuous, profit-
making scheme? How can we be
good human beings?

Told like a fable, with wisps of a
child’s spontaneous whimsies col-
oring the narrative, “Beasts of the
Southern Wild” has a documentary
lilt to it, the two plot-lines essen-
tially vehicles for its cultural ex-
ploration. Wink is sick, and, being
wise enough to know what that
might mean, Hushpuppy sets out to
find a lost Mom known only through
anecdote.

Shades of Katrina, the scenario is
punctuated with forebodings of
storm, the chiefly psychological
preparation consisting of visiting
with fellow Bathtub-ites and en-
gaging in informal, lifestyle-justi-
fying pep talks. There appears to be
little racial discrimination among
them, the big separation in class
dictated by the levee. Self-determi-
nation is king.

Miss Wallis, only five years old
when she auditioned for
Hushpuppy, exudes a natural talent
and amiability rarely seen since
Shirley Temple graced the screen.
And, as is the case with the other,
mostly unknown players, she im-
bues the landscape with freshness
and a remarkable integrity. It’ll be
interesting to see how she fares in
her next outing.

 Both a pity and a benefit, this is
a small film, able to impart what
only the rarest of mainstream mov-
ies can, but likely to be overlooked
despite its 2012 Sundance Jury
Prize. So the hope is that survival of
the fittest applied to cinema leads
to a more renowned award at the
Oscars, making “Beasts of the
Southern Wild” a perfectly natural
selection.

...
“Beasts of the Southern Wild,”

rated PG-13, is a Fox Searchlight
Pictures release directed by Benh
Zeitlin and stars Quvenzhané
Wallis, Dwight Henry and Gina
Montana. Running time: 93 min-
utes.

New Jersey Youth Theatre
2012 Classes To Begin

JAILHOUSE ROCK…Adam Biner leads the cast in Jailhouse Rock from New
Jersey Youth Theatre/NJPA.

LITTLE EGYPT…Alex Thompson of Maplewood leads Ben Chavez of Ruther-
ford, Branden Mangen of West Orange, Matt Stoke of Cranford, Dion Grier of
Roselle and Adam Biner of Fanwood in “Little Egypt” from New Jersey Youth
Theatre/NJPAC’s production of Smokey Joe’s Café.

ROSELLE PARK — Award-win-
ning New Jersey Youth Theatre
(NJYT) announced its 21st season of
performing arts classes for students
ages 8 to 23 will begin soon.

Classes in Drama, Voice, Musical
Theatre and Dance will be held at the
New Jersey Youth Theatre studio, 172
West Westfield Avenue in Roselle
Park. Class Registration will be held
in studio on Wednesdays and Thurs-
days, September 12, 13, 19 and 20,
from 4. to 8 p.m.

Semester One classes will begin
October 9, and continue through Janu-
ary 16, 2013; Semester Two classes
will run from January 22, 2013
through May 8, 2013.

NJYT’s professional teaching art-
ists provide students with the disci-
pline and tools necessary to grow
their skill and confidence as perform-
ers. The students will be prepared for
auditions and, if so inclined, for the
professional stage.

The NJYT classes are scheduled
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednes-
days in studio between 4 and 9:45
p.m.. Students who enroll in more
than one NJYT class per week or pay
tuition in full at time of registration
will qualify for tuition discounts.

Classes offered include: Beginners,
Intermediate, and Advanced Acting
classes concentrating on improvisa-
tion, character development and scene
study; three levels of Musical The-
atre classes focusing on song selec-
tion and interpretation, ensemble
work, voice, and musical theatre
movement; and the Dance classes
including various levels of Ballet,
Ballet/Jazz, and Tap. Private voice
lessons are offered by audition.

The NJYT school staff this year
includes Erica Bradshaw (Acting).
Ms. Bradshaw, teaching artist, acting
coach, professional actor, comedi-
enne, writer, began her stage acting
career with Ann Jackson and Peter
Falk in the world-premiere, Off-
Broadway production of Arthur Mill-
ers’ Mr. Peters Connections, at Sig-
nature Theatre, NYC and made her
network television debut in LA on
CBS in “The District.” She has since
moved into a recurring role on “Law
and Order: SVU” (2005-present),
worked on “The Good Wife” with
Julianna Marguiles, debuted her solo
show, “White America Hero” and
most recently played Larenz Tate’s
sister, LaQueefa, on the F/X show
“Rescue Me” starring Dennis Leary.
She holds numerous directing credits
as former Associate Director of the
Apprentice/Intern Company at Ac-
tors Theatre of Louisville, and her
acting credits in Regional Theatre
include: As You Like It, Actors The-
atre of Louisville; Romeo and Juliet,
Seattle Shakespeare Company and
The Syringa Tree, Delaware Theatre
Company (2006 Barrymore nomina-
tion for best actress). Erica is a gradu-
ate of the University of North Caro-
lina School of the Arts.

Amber J. Pennyfeather-Williams
(Ballet, Jazz, Hip-Hop), a graduate
of Mason Gross School of the Arts,
has performed works by Michael
Gary, Claudia Gitelman, Jose Limon,
Jawole Willa Jo Zollar of Urban Bush

Women, Sherry Alban, Jeff Fried-
man, Benoit Swan-Pouffer of Cedar
Lake Contemporary Ballet, Randy
James, and Doug Elkins. She has also
performed on the East Coast in re-
gional and national competitions,
community outreach programs, col-
legiate-based performances, festivals
and showcases.

Alonzo Hall (Tap) began his tap
dance training at age eleven. He later
studied ballet, jazz, and modern dance
at the University of the Arts in Phila-
delphia, and attended Rutgers
University’s Mason Gross School of
the Arts where he received his B.F.A
in Dance under the direction of
Paulette Sears and Julia Ritter. Mr.
Hall was a member of the University
Dance Works under the direction of
Randy James and performed works
by Ronald K. Brown, Benoit-Swan
Pouffer, Xiao-Xiong Zhang, Randy
James, and Ferdinand Dejesus. He
was also in the musicals Aida and The
Wedding Singer, both at Plays in the
Park in Edison. Mr. Hall is currently
a member of Marie Alonzo’s Tanger-
ine Dance Collective in Princeton.

Other members of NJYT’s teach-
ing faculty include: Artistic Director
Cynthia Meryl (Beginners’ and Ad-
vanced Acting, Musical Theatre, and
Private Voice), a veteran Broadway
actress with over 30 years on the
professional stage, and 24 years as
stage director of NJYT’s professional
youth-theatre productions and Mas-
ter Teacher for NJYT’s performing
arts school; James Campodonico
(Musical Director/Accompanist), an
accomplished composer and teacher
of vocal music for over 33 years and
musical director to over 100 produc-
tions; and Alberta Handelman (Inter-
mediate Acting), a professional ac-
tress and acting teacher for more than
25 years and founder of the award-
winning Blooming Grove Theatre
Ensemble.

This past summer, New Jersey
Youth Theatre was celebrated for its
all-youth, summer production of
Smokey Joe’s Café, a collaboration
between NJYT and the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center. The show
played to standing ovations at the
Alexander Kasser Theatre at
Montclair State University and at
Centenary Stage Company’s Sitnik
theatre in Hackettstown.

Ms. Meryl, NJYT Executive Di-
rector Ted Agress, and the dedicated
teaching staff look forward once again
to another productive year in provid-
ing quality training, empowering the
young talent of our state to be the best
they can be, now and for the future.

New Jersey Youth Theatre pro-
gramming is made possible in part by
the support of the Geraldine R. Dodge
Foundation, the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts/Department of
State, a Partner Agency of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, the
Westfield Foundation, the Lillian
Pitkin Schenck Fund, the Edelman
Foundation, and individual contribu-
tions.

For detailed information on NJYT,
visit our website:
www.njyouththeatre.org. To register
for classes, call (908) 233-3200.

Essex Water Color Club to
Host Artist Robert Heyer

LIVINGSTON - The Essex Water
Color Club, now in the 80th year of
continuous activity in the watercolor
painting community, announced at
New Jersey’ own Robert Heyer will
conduct a watercolor painting dem-
onstration of his award winning tech-
niques on Sunday, September 9, from
2-4 p.m. at the Livingston Senior
Community Center, 204 Hillside
Avenue, Livingston.

Mr. Heyer’s watercolor paintings
represent a wealth of interesting sights
from home and abroad, and are ex-
pressions of his unique interpretation.
He has developed a national reputa-
tion as a painter, teacher and literary
contributor to art magazines and has
received numerous awards and hon-
ors for his artwork. His paintings have
appeared in many exhibitions and art
shows and are held in both private and
corporate collections.

His paintings have been featured in
Watercolor Magazine, The Best of
Watercolor, International Artist Maga-
zine and the American Artist Maga-

zine as well as The Collected Best of
Watercolor.

Mr. Heyer is a full Signature mem-
ber of the New Jersey, Garden State,
and Pennsylvania Watercolor Societ-
ies and as well as a Fellow in the
American Artists Professional League
of New York. He has been the recipi-
ent of the prestigious NJ Water Color
Society Silver Medal Award.

Mr. Heyer currently teaches water-
color painting to advanced, interme-
diate and beginning students in a class-
room setting. He particularly enjoys
performing watercolor demonstrations
and workshops (indoors or outdoors)
for various art groups and associa-
tions.

The demonstration is open to the
public and is free to members and $5
for non-members and guests. Refresh-
ments will be served. Mr. Heyer is a
very popular demonstrator, so an early
arrival will help to get the best seat.

For further information, contact
John Wolff, (973) 994-1597 or visit
www.ewclub.com.

WATERCOLOR DEMONSTRATION...The Essex Water Color Club will host
artist Robert Heyer who will conduct a watercolor painting demonstration of his
award winning techniques on Sunday, September 9. For further information,
contact John Wolff, (973) 994-1597 or visit www.ewclub.com.

The Celebration Singers
Adult Choir to Hold Audition

AUDITIONS ANNOUNCED...The Celebration Singers Adult Choir will hold
auditions at the Cranford United Methodist Church at the corners of Walnut and
Lincoln Avenues, Cranford, on Tuesday, August 21. Adult auditions will be held
between 7 and 9 p.m. and are by appointment only.

CRANFORD — The Celebration
Singers Adult Choir will hold audi-
tions at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church at the corners of Wal-
nut and Lincoln Avenues, Cranford,
on Tuesday, August 21. Adult audi-
tions will be held between 7 and 9
p.m. and are by appointment only.
For an appointment, email
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com.

The Adult Choir welcomes sing-
ers ages 18 years and older of all
experience levels and of all vocal
ranges to audition. The ability to
read music is a plus but not a require-
ment as is prior choral experience.
Male part voices are strongly encour-
aged to audition. Rehearsals are held
on Tuesday evenings from 8 to 10
p.m.

The Celebration Singers perform
many musical genres from classical to
Broadway, from pop and jazz to gos-
pel. Started in 1938 as the ESSO Cho-
risters, The Celebration Singers have
enjoyed a busy and interesting 74-

year journey.
Highlights include singing at the

World’s Fair in 1962, at Chicago Sym-
phony Hall, at the National Cathedral
in Washington, D.C., and three times
at Carnegie Hall. They also toured
Austria, Germany, and Prague during
the summer of 2008, and England and
Scotland during the summer of 2011.
Currently there are members repre-
senting eight different counties
throughout New Jersey, and also mem-
bers traveling from New York.

Funding for The Celebration Sing-
ers is made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council for the Arts, De-
partment of State, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

For more information, visit their
website at celebration-singers.org, or
e m a i l
celebrationsingers@hotmail.com. You
may also leave a phone message at
(908) 241-8200.

Hamilton Stage to Hold
Audition for Dancers

RAHWAY – Hamilton Stage will
hold an audition for dancers ages 7-
9 to perform with international-tour-
ing company, Ballets with a Twist at
the opening night performance of
Hamilton Stage’s inaugural season,
Hello Hamilton!

Young dancers chosen from the
audition will also join the company
during its Hamilton Stage season
October 22-28, dancing the short
ballet “Mint Julep” with members
of Ballets with a Twist, one of seven
affiliate companies scheduled to
perform in the new Hamilton Stage
during the inaugural season.

Those selected will perform the
roles of “prancing ponies” along-
side company members in chore-
ographer Marilyn Klaus’s latest
piece, a nostalgic depiction of Ken-
tucky Derby traditions. To be se-
lected, dancers must demonstrate
an ability to learn choreography in
a professional setting, and be avail-
able for four to six rehearsals dur-
ing August and September.

The audition will be held at
Hamilton Stage on Saturday, Au-
gust 11, with sign-in beginning at
11 a.m. Audition starts at 12 noon
and will be completed by 1:30 p.m.
To sign-up for the audition, visit
www.HamiltonStage.org and click
on “Young dancers with a twist!

In addition to the children’s dance
call, Hamilton Stage will soon be
seeking an exuberant voice(s) to
salute the country with an energiz-
ing rendition of “The Star Spangled
Banner” to open the Hello
Hamilton! performance. Check the
website soon for information on
this audition, planned for early Sep-
tember.

Hello Hamilton!, the very first
performance in Rahway’s new 199-
seat theater, includes acts by all
Artistic Affiliates. The evening will
also include a post-performance
cocktail party for patrons to mingle
with Rahway’s new artistic talent
and celebrate the newest facility in
the region for artists. Tickets for the
performance and party are $100;
Party only are $25. All tickets will
be on sale by the end of August and
can be purchased at the Union
County Performing Arts Center box
office at 1601 Irving Street, online
at ucpac.org, or by calling the box
office at (732) 499-8226.

Hamilton Stage is located at 360
Hamilton Street in Rahway. For
more information on Hamilton
Stage, Artistic Affiliates, and to
become a member, visit
www.hamiltonstage.org or call the
UC PAC/Hamilton Stage Box Of-
fice at (732) 499-8226.


