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aged the stage. We need to repair the
parking lot, windows, gym floor,
sporting and sound equipment,”
Reverend Paladino added.

The sound equipment room that
had thousands of dollars worth of
equipment was destroyed from the
water; uniforms kept in the storage
room, along with sports equipment,
were lost, and the gymnasium floor
was another casualty.

“There’s a rubberized floor that
was put down on top of another
floor. The water came in so quickly
and strong that the rubber floor
floated six inches above where it
was supposed to be,” Reverend
Paladino said. “The gym had two
feet of water that had to be pumped
and removed.”

As a result of the damage, a bas-
ketball clinic at the school had to be
canceled along with other activities
in the gym until repairs are com-
pleted. One of the church’s main
concerns is mold and mildew.

“Thank goodness no one was hurt.
The worst is over. I feel more sorrow
for the residents and homes that
were affected,” Reverend Paladino
said. For now, St. Bart’s has been
waiting for its insurance carrier for
reimbursement for a new gym floor
and parking lot repairs.

“Disastrous events such as this
cannot be predicted, like hurricanes
or snow storms, yet can be just as

devastating to the impacted indi-
viduals,” Scotch Plains Mayor Mary
DePaola said in a statement. “If there
is anything that the Office of the
Mayor or I can personally do to help
those residents or organizations af-
fected by the water main break,
please contact me.”

The next Scotch Plains public town-
ship council meeting will be held on
Tuesday, August 14, at 8 p.m. in the
council chambers of the municipal
building on Park Avenue. Managers
from New Jersey American Water
will attend to update the community
and answer questions from residents.

The flooding seemed to have af-
fected more homeowners than busi-
ness owners.

“When I saw the New Jersey State
Trooper helicopter loudly soar above
my head, I knew something was
wrong. Little did I know it was the
ABC news channel filming our
town,” said Scotch Plains resident
Trish Kern.

“Our water pressure is very low,
yet I’m not nervous because I know
it will be fixed soon,” resident Elaine
Chinoy added.

“Despite the flooding that oc-
curred only a few blocks away, I am
very fortunate no effect of sales in
our music store business took place,”
said Milan Lazistan, an employee at
Scotch Plains Music Center, located
at 413 Park Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Water Main Break

a social activity.
Now Mrs. Lagano will proceed

to her next step in joining the New
Jersey Army National Guard – spe-
cialized training in the chemical
field for 10 weeks at Fort Leonard
Wood, Mo. After her 10 weeks of
specialized training, she will report
for duty with the New Jersey Army
National Guard and will serve ac-
tively one weekend per month and
two weeks every summer for the
next six years.

Once she has concluded training,
deployment to Afghanistan is a defi-
nite possibility, and Mrs. Lagano
said she is sure that she has trained
with many people who will be de-
ployed in the near future. She said
she has mixed feelings about being
deployed, saying that she “would
be worried, but it isn’t something
that would be surprising.”

Although deployment is an op-
tion, Mrs. Lagano remains optimis-
tic about her future. She said she
always wanted to feel a part of what
the soldiers experience for the
United States, and joining the Na-
tional Guard is fulfilling that de-
sire.

She said she hopes to return to
“the great Westfield, New Jersey”
when she has finished her special-
ized training.

RIGOROUS TRAINING...Susan
Lagano of Westfied recently completed
10 weeks of basic training in the New
Jersey National Guard at Fort Sill in
Oklahoma.  She currently is complet-
ing specialized training in the chemical
field at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.
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Susan Lagano

RUGGED READERS, TOO…Westfield residents ran a Rugged Maniac race in
Englishtown July 14, fortified with a copy of The Westfield Leader. Participants
included Kara and Ron Shovlin, John Cioffi, Andrew Becker, Riva and Sean
Waller, Lisa Jordy, Jessica Brooks, and Chris and Mark Taglieri.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVIE NIGHT…Several dozen residents brought their lawn chairs and blan-
kets to LaGrande Park in Fanwood on July 31 to enjoy the movie Rango, an
animated film featuring the voice of Johnny Depp. Movies in The Park will
conclude on Tuesday, August 14, with Cars 2. In case of rain, the movie will be
scheduled for the following evening.

Photo courtesy of Jill Crandall
BRAGGING RIGHTS…While vacationing in St. Maarten, Brooks Crandall of
Scotch Plains, photographer for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, holds a copy of This Is Westfield, which features a photograph
he took.

Police to Crack Down on Drunk
Drivers August 17 to September 3

GARWOOD — Law enforcement
officers from Garwood will be
cracking down on drunk drivers as
part of the summer 2012 “Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over” cam-
paign. Beginning August 17 and
running through September 3, lo-
cal and state law enforcement offic-
ers will conduct sobriety check-
points and roving patrols, looking
for motorists who may be driving
while intoxicated.

A concentrated national effort,
the campaign helps to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of drinking
and driving through high-visibility
enforcement and public-education
tools, including posters, banners and
mobile video display signs.
Launched nationally in 1999, the
program works to combat drunk driv-
ing during some of the busiest travel
times of the year, including the La-
bor Day holiday period.

“Many people believe that after a
few drinks they’re still safe to drive,”
said Gary Poedubicky, acting direc-
tor of the New Jersey Division of
Highway Traffic Safety. “Even one
drink can impair your judgment and
reaction time, putting not only your-
self, but everyone on the road, in

danger.”
Alcohol-impaired fatalities ac-

counted for 20 percent of New
Jersey’s motor vehicle fatalities in
2010. As part of the initiative, the
Division of Highway Traffic Safety
provides grants to local law enforce-
ment agencies throughout the state
to run the two-week campaign.

Law enforcement agencies par-
ticipating in the “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over 2012” crackdown offer
the following advice:

If you plan to drink, designate a
driver, someone who will not drink
alcohol, before going out; take mass
transit, a taxi or ask a sober friend to
drive you home; spend the night
where the activity is held; report
impaired drivers to law enforcement.
In New Jersey, drivers may dial #77
to report a drunk or aggressive driver.

Police also advise motorists to
always buckle up regardless of the
seating position in the vehicle as it
is the best defense against an im-
paired driver. Authorities also say
if intoxicated and traveling on foot,
the safest way to get home is to take
a cab or have a sober friend or
family member drive you to your
doorstep.

sorry,” he said.
Mr. Delpopolo has since returned

home to the United States.
His mother, Joyce Delpopolo,

informed The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the family is
understandably disappointed and
upset.

“Decisions need to be made
wherein Nick and our family can
pick up the pieces, take some pro-
ductive steps, and create good re-
sults,” she said. “We appreciate all
of the support that we have re-
ceived from the citizens of Westfield
and Cranford.”

Mr. Delpopolo was the fifth ath-
lete to test positive for a banned
substance at the 2012 Olympic
Games. The others had been dis-
qualified before competing.
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Mtsd. Council Moves Ahead
With Purchase of Fire Truck

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — During its
work session meeting Tuesday
night, the borough council agreed
to move ahead with several mea-
sures including the purchase of a
new fire pumper truck for the bor-
ough. The new pumper truck would
have the capacity to provide 1,000
gallons of water per minute, an
important asset to effectively fight
fires in Mountainside.

The cost of the truck will be over
$408,000. After considering sev-
eral bids, the council decided to
move ahead with a more expensive
submission from the Crimson Fire
product line of the Campbell Sup-
ply Company LLC, based out of
South Plainfield.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer ex-
plained the reasoning behind the
council’s recommendation of the
more expensive fire apparatus.

“The lower bidder did not meet
the specifications of the borough,
the Campbell Crimson actually met
or exceeded all the specifications,”
he said.

The borough will issue a bond to
cover the cost of the truck. The
bond issue will be discussed in more
detail at the council’s public meet-
ing on Tuesday, August 21.

The council next authorized the
donation of $500 toward the
Mountainside Parent-Teacher
Association’s (PTA) fall festival,
an annual event dedicated to the
amusement of the younger
Mountainside residents.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli then announced benefi-
cial news related to the borough’s
budget. “We have the insertion of a
special item of revenue into the
2012 municipal budget which is the
Safe Corridors fund,” he said.

The borough will receive a High-
way Safety Fund Grant from the
New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation (NJDOT), in the amount
of $16,866. According to the
NJDOT, “The Highway Safety Fund
is generated by fines and penalties

imposed and collected in designated
stretches of state highways known
as ‘Safe Corridors.’ Highway Safety
Fund grants, intended to promote
public safety, are distributed to mu-
nicipalities that are responsible for
law enforcement within the Safe
Corridors.”

The grant may be used for “pro-
curement of enforcement equip-
ment such as police vehicles, radar,
communication and surveillance
equipment, crash data software and
salaries.”

The council next approved a raffle
application from The Arc of Union
County for an on-premise 50/50
and an on-premise draw raffle, as
well as a raffle application from the
Mountainside Education Founda-
tion (MEF) for an on-premise 50/
50 and an on-premise draw raffle
for a casino night sponsored by the
MEF.

The council then discussed two
other bids, one regarding the resur-
facing of Wyoming Drive, which
will be partially subsidized by the
NJDOT in the amount of $180,000,
the other regarding the resurfacing
of the Mountainside Community
Pool with an epoxy coating. Both
bids will continue to be discussed
as no final decision was made.

The council also reviewed an ordi-
nance pertaining to “the alteration,
extension or enlargement of non-con-
forming uses, structures and lots.”

According to Mayor Mirabelli,
“We amended our original ordi-
nance so that anyone that had a
non-conforming lot because of
width and square footage was go-
ing to have to go to the board of
adjustment.”

The new ordinance has caused
some unforeseen complications for
residents. “Now, there’s been some
collateral effects of that ordinance,
which is causing potentially a back-
log with the board of adjustment,”
Mayor Mirabelli explained.

The council will be “changing
verbiage in the law” to amend the
ordinance in order to address this
issue and streamline the process.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER FUN… This youngster has fun on the diving boards and slides at the
Mountainside Community Pool over this past weekend.

ing II Urban Renewal, LLC and
Fanwood Crossing III Urban Re-
newal, LLC.

During the agenda meeting, the
mayor and council noted that the
Courage to Reconnect group had a
hearing before the Local Finance
Board that was scheduled for yes-
terday on the proposed creation of
a municipal consolidation study
commission.
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businesses. The CDA won a
Builder’s Remedy lawsuit against
the township, which opposes the
development at 215/235 Birchwood
Avenue. However, Superior Court
Judge Lisa F. Chrystal decided in
favor of the developer. Cranford
Township is in the process of ap-
pealing that decision.

Cranford has been persistent in
asking for a change of venue for the
special hearing. Retired Superior
Court Judge Douglas K. Wolfson
has been appointed by Judge
Chrystal to act as a special hearing
officer and to conduct the
Birchwood site plan hearing.

CDA had asked the court, on short
notice, to hear a request on August
3, five days prior to the site plan
hearing, to re-grade Birchwood
Avenue by elevating it one foot
above the flood zone so as to facili-
tate obtaining a permit from the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP).
Judge Chrystal denied this request;
however, she suggested the matter
could be decided at the site plan
hearing. Cranford Township Attor-
ney Philip J. Morin made an August
3 motion to the court, requesting a
change of venue for the hearing,
and was denied by Judge Chrystal
on August 6.

Cranford residents are upset that
the hearing is taking place in Eliza-
beth and not in Cranford, which
would be more convenient and bet-
ter facilitate resident participation.
A group calling itself Cranford Tax-
payers, on its blog spot, asked resi-
dents to download a prepared letter
to Judge Wolfson and to Special
Master Elizabeth McKenzie, re-
questing a change of venue and a
September date for the hearing.

The property in question is 16
acres at 215/235 Birchwood Av-
enue. The proposed height of the
buildings is 55 feet; building A will
have 60 units and building B will
have 300 units. Building A will have
59 parking spaces and Building B
will have 520 parking spaces, and a
surface with 89 parking spaces for
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Birchwood Development
a total of 667 parking spaces.

Cranford Township has persisted
in its effort to obtain a stay order on
the site plan hearing by appealing
to Appellate Court Judge Jerome
M. St. John to grant a stay on the
hearing based on the August 6 or-
der authorizing the Special Hear-
ing Officer in a Mount Laurel case,
to determine and make recommen-
dation concerning whether the
township is required to permit CDA
to re-grade a portion of Birchwood
Avenue so it (CDA) can obtain
NJDEP Flood and Hazard Area ap-
proval. The appeal contends that
this determination is outside of the
authority of the Special Hearing
Officer and was never presented at
trial. The appeal states that the ju-
risdiction of the special Hearing
Officer was strictly limited to pub-
lic hearings under the Municipal
Land Use Laws.

The basis of the appeal is ques-
tioning whether the Trial Court’s
last-minute referral of such a sub-
stantive issue to a Hearing Exam-
iner is proper in regard to Mount
Laurel.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHT OUT…The Cranford Police Department held its 29th Annual National
Night Out to promote crime prevention awareness Tuesday night by the Gazebo in
the downtown. There was a DJ, free face painting and balloons and Cranford PBA
Local 52 gave out free Italian ices. There also was a magic show and a demonstra-
tion by the Cranford Taekwondo Center. Children enjoyed looking at and sitting
in the police vehicles on display.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRONT ROW SEAT...A member of The Jersey Four gets up close to his audience
while performing oldies last Thursday night as part of the Scotch Plains Village
Green Summer Concert Series. The series will conclude on Thursday, August 16,
with RB Express & The Dell Angels.


