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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRIVATE CONCERT?...The Rick Cantor Band and The Broadcasters perform
before a small audience at the Union County Summer Arts Festival concert series
at Oak Ridge Park in Clark on August 1. The number of concertgoers was
lessened by heavy rain that occurred most of the afternoon, but cleared in time
for the 7:30 p.m. concert.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOLDEN OLDIES...The Jersey Four perform oldies last Thursday night as part
of the Scotch Plains Village Green Summer Concert Series.

St. Bart’s Looks to Make Repairs
Following Water Main Break

By JULIE SHILLING
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Last week, a
water main measuring four feet in
diameter ruptured at the intersection
of Portland Avenue and Birch Street
in Scotch Plains, resulting in a 15-
foot-long and 14-foot-deep crack in
the street. Two homes were reported
flooded in basements with water that
damaged clothes, furniture, photo-
graphs and more. Water rushed in-
side with such force that it shattered
homeowners’ windows. Residents
were forced to evacuate after roads

turned into rivers.
Thousands of residents in 13 Union

County towns are still dealing with
low water pressure and are asked to
conserve water until the repairs are
completed. However, once the re-
pairs are completed, residents may
face cloudy, dirty water and are asked
to run it until it becomes clear.

“The 48-inch-wide rusted water
main from the early 1970s has been
removed and replaced with an 18-
foot pipe made from ductile iron,”
New Jersey American Water spokes-
man Richard Barnes told The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times. “Our con-
cern isn’t how or why did it break.
Our concern is getting it fixed as soon
as possible.”

No dates have been promised when
the low water pressure will be back to
normal. “The rain last Thursday
pushed back our repair time,” Mr.
Barnes added. “I really can’t say when
things will get back to normal be-
cause one person may say it will be
fixed this week and another worker
may say earlier than that.”

The flooded and muddy roads have
been pumped and cleaned up, yet the
repairs on the street closures are still
in effect. Portland Avenue has been
repaved and opened to residential
vehicles only.

Currently, St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Parish on Westfield Avenue
is facing water damage to different
parts of the Roman Catholic church
and to St. Bartholomew Academy,
which serves pre-kindergarten to
eighth grade. Immediately after the
water flowed downhill from the bro-
ken pipe, it gushed through the park-
ing lot and church property. The wa-
ter cracked the parking lot, ripping
up pavement for 30 to 40 parking
spaces.

Despite the damage to a section of
the parking lot, the 38th annual St.
Bartholomew’s Labor Day Italian
Festival, which will take place from
August 31 to September 3, currently
is still scheduled.

“We’re going to try and work hard
to make sure it is still on because we
use the entire parking lot,” said St.
Bart’s pastor, the Reverend John J.
Paladino. “As long as we get the
insurance to work with us and reim-
burse us in fixing the lot, the festival
will still be on.”

Further updates on the St.
Bartholomew Italian Festival can be
found on sbuitalianfestival.com/.

In addition to the parking lot, three
rooms inside the church sustained
damage.

“Water came in through the win-
dows and shattered the glass and dam-
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WF Resident In Training
For N.J. National Guard

By MICHAELA WINBERG
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – On July 20, at
Fort Sill, Okla., Susan Lagano, 34,
of Westfield proceeded through a
not-so-typical graduation cer-
emony. After more than two months
of training, Mrs. Lagano concluded
the first step in the process of serv-
ing the New Jersey Army National
Guard.

Mrs. Lagano began her volun-
teering career in 1999 when she
became a certified emergency medi-
cal technician (EMT). After meet-
ing her husband, Dominic, in 2005,
she moved to Westfield and began
volunteering for the Westfield Res-
cue Squad. She currently serves the
squad as a recruiter and as member-
ship committee chair. She was vice-
president of the rescue squad until
early May 2012, when she resigned
to join the Guard. Mrs. Lagano said
she loved being a part of the rescue
squad, calling it an “amazing expe-
rience” because it is made up of
such a well-rounded group of
people.

Many members of the Westfield
Rescue Squad are retired members
of the New Jersey Army National
Guard, she said. Mrs. Lagano saw
them and their efforts for their coun-
try as an inspiration. That, along
with her intense desire to help
people and her personal memories
of 9/11, led to her decision to enlist.

“I love to help people,” Mrs.
Lagano said. “It makes me happy.”

Her journey to helping people
through the Guard started on May
7, when Mrs. Lagano left Westfield
for Fort Sill. There, she began army
basic training. During the 10 weeks
until her graduation, Mrs. Lagano
participated in exercises such as
confidence courses, obstacle
courses, basic rifle marksmanship
and various fear-conquering activi-
ties, which helped her to conquer
her fear of heights. Although those
exercises were physically and emo-
tionally strenuous, Mrs. Lagano said
that other difficult concepts to grasp
were simple things such as learning
that eating is a survival activity, not
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RIGOROUS TRAINING...Susan Lagano of Westfield, left, completes basic
training for the New Jersey National Guard at Fort Sill, Okla.  She currently is
completing specialized training in the chemical field at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.

WF’s Delpopolo Disqualified
From Olympic Judo Team

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Just one week
after Westfield native Nick
Delpopolo competed on the U.S.
Judo Team at the 2012 Olympic
Games in London, he was disquali-
fied by the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) this past Mon-
day. The 23 year-old athlete had
tested positive for metabolites of
cannabis in an in-competition drug
test.

Mr. Delpopolo, who had placed
seventh overall in the men’s 73kg
weight class, claimed that a few
weeks before the games began, he
unknowingly consumed brownies
laced with marijuana.

In a statement released by his
publicist, Mr. Delpopolo explained
the brownies had been baked by a
family member.

“…I was in total disbelief when I
was told by the IOC that my test
results came back positive. After
making frantic phone calls to friends
and family following the results, a
family member confessed that the
brownies she had baked (and that I
had eaten a few weeks prior) con-
tained marijuana,” he said.

“I had no idea that I had ingested
marijuana until that moment,” he
said. “I slept the entire four-hour
drive home the day I ate the brownie,
but thought that I was just extremely
tired from training and travel.”

The family member, whose name
has not been released as the
Delpopolo family wishes to protect
her identity, immediately wrote a
confessional letter to the IOC.

An excerpt of the letter reads:

“…He had absolutely no idea that
I dealt with marijuana at all, so it
never would’ve crossed his mind.
This is my entire fault....This was
all a huge mistake. His hard work,
and not only dedication to judo, but
also being a good role model, should
not be downgraded or punished for
my selfishness and stupidity….He
is one of the best judoka and people
you could ever want to meet, and by
all means does not deal with any
illegal substances.”

The IOC has a strict policy against
banned substances and has conse-
quentially expelled Mr. Delpopolo
from the Olympics, stripped him of
his accreditation, and asked the In-
ternational Judo Federation to alter
the standings in his event.

However, his publicist, Melissa
Ingram, reported this ruling would
not prevent him from competing in
the 2016 Olympic Games.

Mr. Delpopolo’s statement also
contained an apology.

“I would like to sincerely apolo-
gize to the U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee, USA Judo, my teammates, my
fans, and everyone that has sup-
ported me throughout my Olympic
journey. I’m sorry that I let you
down,” he said. “Judo is my life and
competing in the Olympics has al-
ways been my dream. I would never
intentionally do anything to jeopar-
dize that,” he continued.

“…Words cannot express how
devastated and remorseful I am for
making such a big mistake. Al-
though my actions were not delib-
erate, I know that I let down the
entire nation, and for that I am truly
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE OFFICERS…Kids tried out some of the police equipment on Tuesday during the annual National Night Out
Against Crime, held at Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Council Holds Meeting
To Discuss State Pensions

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD - The borough coun-
cil, during a special meeting held
just before Tuesday night’s agenda
meeting, approved a resolution to
hire an attorney to review the legal
issues in connection with Comp-
troller Matthew Boxer’s July 17
report, Improper Participation by
Professional Service Providers in
the State Pension System.

As previously reported in The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, the
comptroller issued an investigative
report alleging that 202 part-time
municipal officials are illegally in
the state pension system. Although
not in the report itself, Fanwood
has been identified as one of the
towns where the purported pension

misuse is taking place. According
to Mayor Collen Mahr, the reason
for hiring counsel is to “resolve any
doubts concerning certain positions
within the borough.”

Mayor Mahr went on to explain,
“We want to make sure that we’re
compliant with all the state and all
the federal laws and
regulations…we’re going to con-
tinue to protect the borough’s cur-
rent future and financial resources
and also preserve the rights of the
people who dedicated their time to
work here.”

At both the special meeting and
the regular agenda meeting, the
mayor and council approved a bond
ordinance, which, if adopted, will
appropriate $1,680,000 and autho-
rize the issuance of $1,425,000 for
various capital projects.

The governing body announced
that the mayor and council would
hold a special meeting tonight, Au-
gust 9, at 5:30 p.m. in connection
with the execution of tax exemp-
tion applications and financial
agreements with Fanwood Cross-
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Site Plan Hearing Underway
On Birchwood Development

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – A special two-
day hearing on the site plan for the
proposed Birchwood Development,
a 360-unit apartment building with
a five-story parking garage, to be
built by Cranford Development As-
sociates (CDA), a subsidiary of the
S. Hekemian Group of Paramus,
was being held yesterday and today
at the Union Country Courthouse
in Elizabeth.

The proposed apartment build-

ing is to contain 60 affordable hous-
ing units to satisfy State Council on
Affordable Housing regulations. It
has been a controversial topic for
the past few years, since residents
of the area are opposed to the devel-
opment, due to concerns about
flooding and infrastructure in the
environmentally sensitive area,
which is surrounded by wetlands.

Cranford suffered massive flood-
ing last year during Hurricane Irene,
which damaged many homes and
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