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On August 8, 2012 Special Hear-
ing Officer Doug Wolfson will be
conducting hearings at the Union
County Courthouse concerning the
site plan submitted by the devel-
oper for the Birchwoood site. I will
not be attending in order to pro-
test the following:

First, I object to the consider-
ation of a site plan when the DEP
review required by the Court hasn’t
even been initiated. It is irrational
to proceed with site plan review
when DEP review is still pending.
Making the matter even worse is
the fact that the developer has
filed a motion to re-grade
(heighten) Birchwood Avenue.
This motion will not be heard until
after Mr. Wolfson’s hearing, and
consequently, site plan review will
be taking place with two open and
critical issues.

There is a right way, a logical
way, to do this review, and that is
for the DEP to first clarify and
decide what can take place at the
site, and then for the developer to
submit his plan. The Court’s deci-
sion to allow otherwise was based
on its acceptance of the

developer’s engineer that DEP ap-
proval was likely and feasible.
These assurances, however, have
turned out to be incorrect as the
problem with the Birchwood road-
way shows.

Second, I also object to the
timing of this review. Cranford
was given very little time to con-
sider this plan. Not only is it com-
plex and detailed, but the special
hearing officer directed that we
consider the site plan for 555
South Avenue at the same time.

This has also forced the town’s
professionals, and particularly its
engineer, to divert attention from
a host of other important projects
including the problems our levee
system, the Northeast Quadrant
project, the trees blocking the
river around Crane Parkway, the
Army Corps of Engineers’ study of
Cranford’s flooding problems, the
restoration of the ground floor of
the municipal building destroyed
during Hurricane Irene, an ongo-
ing problem with the infiltration of
our sewer system by storm water,
a proposed project to increase
floodwater capacity upstream on

Reporter Should Confine Quotes Only
From Those Knowing in Garwood

The article in The Westfield
Leader last week regarding
Garwood contains misleading
comments and inaccurate infor-
mation.

For starters, the sources of the
grants that Garwood has received
are not accurate — the names
are all twisted around. Also, it
says that Kathleen Villaggio was
part of the AFC (athletic field
committee) in the year 2000 —
the fact of the matter is there was
not any such committee at that
time. Mike Crincoli was mayor at
that time and introduced plans
for a possible community center.
His plan went nowhere for a year
or more, while back at the LL
field, the baseball folks were try-
ing to raise $$$ for another field/
batting cage since about 1997.
That is when it started, but not by
the mayor or council.

I was on council and served as
Buildings and Grounds Chair in
2000. Ms. Villaggio was on one of
the Board of Education’s “New
School” study committees at
about that time. Obviously the
reporter misunderstood.

Councilman Mathieu has been
quoted by the reporter using last
year’s department wish list as
though it is gospel for the here
and now — truth be told the
Finance Chair, Councilwoman
Todisco, told the reporter that
the committee was not at liberty
to discuss specific numbers or
items right now as decisions have
not been made and they, the
committee, are not yet making a
recommendation to the council.

And, it is noteworthy to point
out that the sidewalk-repair pro-
gram mentioned by Councilman
Mathieu has already been taken
care of a few months back, fi-
nanced and done. He knows this.
This is one example of the inac-

curate information the reporter
received.

The article gives the impression
that all of these items are prob-
ably on the agenda for this year,
especially naming the council-
man as the source. This kind of
reporting creates an unfair per-
ception for the public.

Mr. Mathieu is not on the Fi-
nance Committee, nor the Police
Contract Committee, nor the Ath-
letic Field Committee so he is not
informed enough to speak offi-
cially for the council on the cur-
rent status/details of these situ-
ations.

The reporter would do well to
confine the remarks she quotes
on sensitive issues to those com-
mittee chairs, the borough ad-
ministrator or myself for true and
accurate information.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Mayor
Borough of Garwood

Letters to the Editor
the Rahway River, a time sensi-
tive redesign of the North Avenue
train/bus station, a DEP required
remediation project, and the el-
evation of homes near the River
as part of a FEMA program.

I further object to the site of the
hearings. It would be one thing if
a good reason bad been given for
forcing our professionals and resi-
dents to go to Elizabeth. If one
has been given, I have not been
made aware of it. Nor has any
reason been given for the hasty
review of both the Birchwood and
555 South Avenue projects.

Third, these hearings are to re-
view the details of the develop-
ment. These details only clarify
and confirm the overriding fact
about this situation, namely, that
the Birchwood site is singularly ill
equipped to serve as a high-den-
sity residential zone.

The Court’s decision in this mat-
ter essentially limited the envi-
ronmental review to the DEP regu-
lations as they applied to the site,
rather than to the overall impact
of the site on a municipality with
existing and massive flooding
problems. As for public safety
there was virtually no realistic
consideration of this essential fac-
tor.

However, the Special Hearing
Officer does not have the ability to
reconsider the use of this site for
high-density use because of ei-
ther the environmental hazards
or the public safety problems.
Instead his hearings will be lim-
ited to fine tuning some of its
details; and in the process, pro-
viding this matter a superficial
gloss of legitimacy that it no way
deserves.

This is too sensitive an area,
with too many problems, for this
kind of treatment.

Kevin Campbell
Cranford

Why Is Hearing Being Conducted On Birchwood Before
Department of Environmental Protection Review?

“…The five-year lease agreement
allows the BOE to retain owner-
ship in the event of future enroll-
ment increases, with the ability to
generate revenue.

“Additionally, the ‘Y’ will provide
the community with enhanced
childcare and recreational oppor-
tunities, not only for the youth of
the community, but for our se-
niors as well…

“We don’t want the site to be-
come run down and unsightly,
thereby deteriorating the value of
the surrounding homes, but a
vacant building poses many chal-
lenges…,” Ms. Quigley said.

Resident Kerry Malone of Beech
Avenue said, “It isn’t the usage
we are upset about. What is both-

ering us is the weekend, the nights
until 9 p.m. There are no days off.
Parking and safety is an issue.”

Surveyor James Watson also
showed plans for the signage and
its lighting, as well as for the new
playground.

The 35-foot by 35-foot play-
ground area would be located in
front of the school, near Beech
Street. The location was moved
from the last meeting because
the “Y” did not want to block the
front windows. The playground
would be a single structure with a
double swirl slide, a single slide, a
conical climber, steps and chimes.

There were plans for two, LED
lighted signs. One freestanding
sign, measuring 36.75 inches wide

by 43.5 inches high, would be
lighted from the top, shining down-
ward. The PVC vinyl sign would be
84 inches from the sidewalk and
adjacent to the front walk. The
second sign would be a wall sign
with a gooseneck angle light, wall
mounted in the rear of the build-
ing near Beech Street.

Mr. Watson also discussed the
floor plan. The four classrooms
have a maximum occupancy of
20, 25, 25 and 20 people in each
of the classrooms. He also said
the “Y” plans to remove a couple
of walls on the first floor in order
to have a fitness area. The total
occupation of the building is 561
people, based on building codes,
he said.
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