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By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held a spe-
cial meeting Monday night to
award the contract for repairs,
renovations and alterations to
the lower portion of the munici-
pal building on Springfield Av-
enue, which was devastated by
Hurricane Irene last August. Of-
ficials also were supposed to
award a contract for clerk of the
works; however, the committee
immediately went into executive
session to discuss contractual
and personnel matters, which
lasted for over an hour.

When the meeting opened to
the public, Mayor David Robinson
said that eight bids were re-
ceived for the repairs. The lowest
responsible bidder, W.B. Snyder
Company, was awarded the con-
tract at the price of $1,870,000.

Mayor Robinson said the com-
mittee decided not to award a
contract for a clerk of the works
on the project. This is defined as
a person employed on a con-
struction site to represent the
client, in this case the Township
of Cranford, to verify that the
design brief and quality stan-
dards are complied with.

“The committee has decided
that we have enough qualified
people in Cranford who would be
willing to do the job at no cost,”
he said. The township commit-
tee has already voted to bond for
$3 million for the repairs. The
township also is expecting to re-
ceive money from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and also from insurance.

In other business, Cranford ac-
tivist Rita LaBrutta asked Town-
ship Attorney Philip Morin what
happened to the motion by
Cranford Development Associ-

ates (CDA) to state Superior
Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal to
hear a motion, tommorow, Au-
gust 3, in Superior Court in Eliza-
beth challenging the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP), which is de-
manding CDA build up Birchwood
Avenue one foot above the 100-
year flood plain in order to obtain
necessary permits from the
NJDEP. Mr. Morin said the motion
was recalled by the CDA.

“Judge Chrystal said the mat-
ter can be heard by court-ap-
pointed hearing officer Judge
Douglas Wolfson at the Birchwood
site plan hearing,” Mr. Morin said.

He said the site plan hearing
will take place in Superior Court
on Wednesday and Thursday, Au-
gust 8 and 9, at 10 a.m. at the
Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth. Ms.
LaBrutta then asked if the judge
has responded to Cranford’s re-

quest that the hearing be held in
September in Cranford.

Mr. Morin said Judge Chrystal
said she is deferring to Elizabeth
McKenzie, the Special Master,
who thinks that Elizabeth is a
better place for the hearing and
has better security and parking.
Mr. Morin said the hearing should
be guided by land use laws.

When asked if the Cranford
Planning Board would be part of
the hearing, Mayor Robinson re-
sponded, “No, this was taken
completely out of our hands; it’s
bizarre, and keeps getting more
bizarre!”

The next township committee
workshop meeting will be on
Monday, August 13, at 7:30
p.m. A conference and official
meeting will take place on Tues-
day, August 14, also at 7:30
p.m. and at the municipal build-
ing, located at 8 Springfield Av-
enue.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s zon-
ing board last Wednesday heard
testimony from a traffic engi-
neer, surveyor and planning ex-
pert, as well as some comments
and testimony from residents
concerning the Westfield Area “Y”
application for a conditional use
variance to relocate its Garwood-
based childcare to Washington
School, and to add a pre-school
and a small family fitness facility.
The application will continue on
Wednesday, August 15, with fi-
nal comments from residents
before the board makes a deci-
sion.

Traffic Engineer Joseph Staigar
assessed the impact on traffic
from the area. He said there are
minimal delays at the intersec-
tions by the school and relatively
light volume of traffic on the road-
ways there during peak traffic
hours, and he also said there was
more than sufficient parking on
the street.

John Carvin of Locust Avenue
said he felt the survey of 193
parking spaces in an area of nine
square blocks was unrealistic be-
cause users of the “Y” would want
to park close to the building. He
also said parking is heavy during
Little League, soccer and field-
hockey practices held in the fields
behind the school.

“The impact to people who live
in the immediate neighborhood is
going to be more severe than
what has been predicted. When
school traffic was there…people
would park in front of driveways,”
Mr. Carvin said.

Debbie Zenneario of Third Av-
enue, whose children attended
the ‘Y’ daycare at St. Paul’s Church
on Center Street, said, “…My ex-
periences are positive. I never
had a problem dropping off or
picking up at St. Paul’s. I never
had two or three parents standing

with me. I feel, as a Garwood
resident, why would we not em-
brace a new resource? … I under-
stand seven days a week; I get
that. You’re talking about a small
wellness center. The resources
are much more positive.”

Peter Steck, planning expert for
the “Y,” said, “In my opinion, it
has all the characteristics of an
inherently beneficial use.” He said
the “Y”’s use “advances public
welfare.”

“Can the applicant demonstrate
that this can be approved without
substantial detriment to the pub-
lic good?… In my opinion, the
board can comfortably make that
conclusion. The building is suited
for institutional uses. It is vacant
and is not good for the mainte-
nance of the building. This prop-
erty cannot be used by strictly
applying the standards because
no private use is permitted. It will
be brought back to life and still
have a community function, which
I assume Garwood residents will
take advantage of…,” Mr. Steck
said.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley read a statement
from the board of education (BOE)
supporting the application:

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
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