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Quick thinking and key defen-
sive plays seemed to dictate the
outcome of the New Providence
Green League Middle Bracket
championship game between the
Union Stingers and the Westfield
White at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on July 28.

The Blue Devils pulled away
from a very tightly contested
game when they manufactured
three runs in the bottom of the
fifth inning and held on to seize a
6-2 victory.

The Union Stingers won five
straight games to earn their ticket
to the championship game and
threatened several times, but the
Blue Devils’ defense rose to the
occasions to thwart any breakout
innings.

The most noticeable Westfield
defensive play came in the fifth
inning. Union had a runner on
second with one out, and Joseph
Munley (2-for-2, run scored)
ripped a low liner to right field.
Realizing he could not catch the
ball, Blue Devil Ryan Palmer dove
and smothered the ball before it
rolled for extra bases. The next
two batters drew walks, but
Westfield relief pitcher Robert
Norris stepped to the mound and
struck out to next two batters to
limit the Stingers to just one run.

“The key plays in the game, I
think there were a couple of them.
We had a runner on second. Joey
Munley was up. He hit a line drive
to right field on a bound, and the
kid (Palmer) made a diving play.
We had to hold the runner. We
could have had runs right there.
It’s a game of inches. The ball
bounced their way today, but
both teams played a good game,”

Union Head Coach Bob Munley
said.

“Throughout the season, the
team all played well. At any given
time, if we asked anyone to step
in and play a role, he stepped in
and played that role. They just
don’t quit,” Westfield Head Coach
Pat Pucciarelli said.

The Stingers’ defense also
pulled off a key play in the third
inning. Westfield had two runs in
with the bases loaded with two
outs. Tyler Hoffman (1-for-1, run
scored) smoked a shot to leftfield
that Union’s Austin Wright hauled

in for the third out.
“We had a situation out here

with Austin Wright. The kid hit
the hardest ball that was hit to-
day right down the line. That was
two runs right there,” Coach
Munley said.

Westfield catcher Hoffman
gunned down a runner attempt-
ing to steal third in the first in-
ning. Joseph SanGiacomo made
two fine catches in right field and
also made a great backup play in
the sixth inning to sting a Stinger
in the sixth inning. Union short-
stop Dylan Donohue made a fine

unassisted play in the first in-
ning.

Westfield pitchers Danny
Bracco, Matt Meusel and Norris
combined to limit Union to six
hits, while walking five and strik-
ing out seven. Justin Mazzitelli
pitched the first two innings for
Union, allowing one run on three
hits, while walking just one and
fanning one. Gus Pagano faced
one batter in the third, and
Donohue relieved for the remain-
der of the game.

Union scored once in the top
of the first when Munley walked,

stole second and scored on
Spence Nuzman’s RBI single to
right. Nuzman finished 2-for-2
with two RBI. Westfield an-
swered in the second. Hoffman
singled, moved to second on a
passed ball and scored on John
Sickles’ RBI double. Later, Sick-
les attempted to score on a
passed ball but was tagged out.
Jack Cerria also doubled in the
inning.

Westfield took advantage of
five walks to score twice in the
third inning. SanGiacomo (1-for-
1, 2 runs, RBI), Norris (2 runs),
Steven Warren, Sprung (RBI)
and Andrew Milstein all walked.
Dean Pucciarelli had an RBI in
the inning that ended abruptly
when Wright made his key catch
in leftfield.

Donohue scored in the fifth in-
ning, but Westfield extended its
lead to 6-2 in the bottom of the
inning. Bracco scored on
SanGiacomo’s RBI single to left.
Norris brought home
SanGiacomo and scored on
Warren’s grounder to third.

“The whole premise of pride
the way they play, we wanted to
get them to understand the pros
make errors, so at 12-years-old,
you are going to make errors,
but you got to let those go and
move on. As long as you play
with love of game, you will be
fine,” Coach Pucciarelli said.
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BRACCO, MEUSEL, NORRIS PREVAIL ON THE MOUND; SICKLES, CERRIA CRACK DOUBLES

Westfield White 12s Capture League Title, Top Union, 6-2
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GREAT BACKUP PLAY…Westfield White right fielder Joe SanGiacomo, No. 2, backs up a rundown play and makes
the tag on Union’s Sabir Alim at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 27. Westfield White earned a 6-2 victory.
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