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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Introducing the Claim Satisfaction Guarantee.
I hope you never have a car accident. But if you
do, it’s nice to know you’ll  be happy with your
claim experience. Guaranteed. If not, you’ll get
a  six-month  credit  on  your  premium.  Sound
good? Call me today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

 YOU CAN  
 QUOTE ME
ON THAT

CLAIM SERVICE 
SO GOOD 
IT’S GUARANTEED

Subject to terms, conditions, and availability for a limited time on standard auto policies (and all TX auto
policies).  Premium credit  will  vary  based  upon  vehicle  involved  and  term of  underlying  policy.  ©  2011
Allstate Insurance Company

CAPITOL…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Troops No. 40764 and 40270 were among
more than 200,000 Girl Scouts and friends from around the world who traveled
to Washington, D.C. June 9 for “Girl Scouts Rock the Mall: 100th Anniversary
Sing-Along” on the National Mall. They also visited landmarks and enjoyed
various activities. Troop 40764 members are pictured outside the White House.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
INVADERS FROM MARS?...Steve Ciccotelli, left, retired Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football coach, and Horace Corbin, publisher of The Leader/Times,
inspect their glow balls prior to playing “night golf” Friday night at Roselle
Country Club.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY, SET, RECYCLE...Area resident Steve Cauley sorts glass at the
Fanwood Recycling Center last Saturday.  The center is open Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Wednesdays are do-it-yourself day from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JERSEY CORN...Customers buzzed around the Farmers’ Market on Saturday
in Scotch Plains.  There was an excellent turnout as Jersey Corn hit its peak.

eras located at the intersection of
Westfield Avenue and Locust Street
is 728, since the program started in
May 2011. Those tickets generate
an average of $20,020 per month,
so Roselle Park is profiting an aver-
age of $10,520 per month from the
red light cameras, after paying half
of the $19,000 maintenance fee.

In addition to the generation of
revenue, Sgt. Jimenez told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
awareness of the red light cameras,
which are indicated to drivers via
signage as they approach the inter-
section, is causing people to drive
more responsibly.

“I see people being aware and
slowing down and not going through
the red light,” Sgt. Jimenez said.

There are sensors which detect
the speed at which a vehicle is mov-
ing installed before intersections
with red light cameras. If the speed
at which a vehicle is moving indi-
cates that it will not be able to stop
before the light turns red, a picture
of the vehicle is taken from the rear.
If the vehicle has crossed the stop
line, which is located on the ground
before the crosswalk, after the light
turns red, then the motorist will be
issued a ticket. If the vehicle has
already passed over the stop line or
is straddling it between the front
and back tire, when the light turns
red, then the driver will not be is-
sued a summons.

Tickets must be issued within 90
days of when the violation occurred.
According to Sgt. Jimenez, they are
usually mailed out in 15 to 20 days.

The project’s legislation – which
was passed in 2008 – requires that
there be a specific duration for the
amber light at intersections where
the cameras are installed. The cease
and desist order came from the state
when video footage from some of
the intersections showed that the
length of the amber lights may not
be the same as the time specified by
the legislation. The state notified
the affected municipalities – includ-
ing Linden, Springfield, Roselle
Park, Union and Rahway – that it
was requiring analysis be done at
each of the red light camera inter-
sections to certify that the timing of
the amber signal is within the des-
ignated parameters, as outlined in
the legislation, by no later than
August 1, 2012.

The state reviewed the certifica-
tions of the cameras to determine if
the duration of the amber light met
the requirements as required by the
legislation. Ticketing can now re-
sume, including the issuing of tick-
ets for those violations captured
during the suspension of the cam-
eras.

“Each affected municipality has
conducted the requested traffic
analysis and provided their re-cer-
tifications to NJDOT via a profes-
sionally licensed municipal engi-
neer. In each case, the results have
confirmed that the duration of a
yellow light at the authorized inter-
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Red Light Cameras
that currently is home to unused ten-
nis courts and swimming pool facili-
ties.

In an interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Christopher
Schiavone, principal of RDC, said
that during the course renovations,
RDC had upgraded the course with-
out fundamentally changing the de-
sign of the course.

“People seem very happy with the
renaissance of Shackamaxon,” Mr.
Schiavone said.

In addition to making upgrades to
the grounds, RDC has made some
cosmetic changes to the inside and
outside dining areas. RDC hired a
new course superintendent, director
of membership and executive chef.

Up next are plans to add a fitness
facility at the club, as well as new
pool facilities that will be located
closer to the clubhouse and include a
children’s pool with water features as
well as an adults-only pool with a bar
set up.

Mr. Schiavone told The Times that
RDC currently is in the process of
obtaining building permits for the
townhouse development on the prop-
erty, and has secured Toll Brothers, a
national building company. The
townhouses would all be 55-plus
units, and would offer residents the
ability to access the golf course via
golf cart, which is a rarity in New
Jersey, according to Mr. Schiavone.
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Shackamaxon Cranford Awards $1.9 M Contract
For Flood Repairs of Muni. Building

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The Cranford
Township Committee held a special
meeting Monday night to award the
contract for repairs, renovations and
alterations to the lower portion of the
municipal building on Springfield
Avenue, which was devastated by
Hurricane Irene last August. Offi-
cials also were supposed to award a
contract for clerk of the works; how-
ever, the committee immediately went
into executive session to discuss con-
tractual and personnel matters, which
lasted for over an hour.

When the meeting opened to the
public, Mayor David Robinson said
that eight bids were received for the
repairs. The lowest responsible bid-
der, W.B. Snyder Company, was
awarded the contract at the price of
$1,870,000.

Mayor Robinson said the commit-
tee decided not to award a contract for
a clerk of the works on the project.
This is defined as a person employed
on a construction site to represent the
client, in this case the Township of
Cranford, to verify that the design and
quality standards are complied with.

“The committee has decided that
we have enough qualified people in
Cranford who would be willing to do
the job at no cost,” he said. The town-
ship committee has already voted to
bond for $3 million for the repairs.
The township also expects to receive
money from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and
from insurance.

In other business, Cranford activ-
ist Rita LaBrutta asked Township At-
torney Philip Morin what happened
to the motion by Cranford Develop-
ment Associates (CDA) to state Su-
perior Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal to
hear a motion, tomorrow, August 3,
in Superior Court in Elizabeth chal-
lenging the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection

(NJDEP), which is demanding CDA
build up Birchwood Avenue one foot
above the 100-year flood plain in
order to obtain necessary permits from
the NJDEP. Mr. Morin said the mo-
tion was recalled by the CDA.

“Judge Chrystal said the matter
can be heard by court-appointed hear-
ing officer Judge Douglas Wolfson at
the Birchwood site plan hearing,”
Mr. Morin said.

He said the site plan hearing will
take place in Superior Court on
Wednesday and Thursday, August 8
and 9, at 10 a.m. at the Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth. Ms. LaBrutta then asked if the
judge has responded to Cranford’s
request that the hearing be held in
September in Cranford.

Mr. Morin said Judge Chrystal said
she is deferring to Elizabeth McKenzie,
the Special Master, who thinks that
Elizabeth is a better place for the hear-
ing and has better security and park-
ing. Mr. Morin said the hearing should
be guided by land use laws.

When asked if the Cranford Plan-
ning Board would be part of the hear-
ing, Mayor Robinson responded,
“No, this was taken completely out of
our hands; it’s bizarre, and keeps
getting more bizarre!”

The next township committee work-
shop meeting will be on Monday,
August 13, at 7:30 p.m. A conference
and official meeting will take place on
Tuesday, August 14, also at 7:30 p.m.
and also at the municipal building,
located at 8 Springfield Avenue.

“I am amazed by how many mem-
bers want their name on the list so
they have the chance to purchase the
townhouses once they become avail-
able,” Mr. Schiavone said. “(Our)
current members would love to live
right at the club. I think (the
townhouses) will be very appealing
even in this tough economy.”

When the townhouses are built, a
new entrance to both the new homes
and the golf course would be created,
replacing the existing entrance, which
currently requires members to drive
through a residential neighborhood
in order to access the club.

According to Mr. Schiavone, one
golf hole would need to be adjusted
slightly to allow for the new access
road to be built. It would be located
directly on Lamberts Mill Road, ap-
proximately one-quarter mile down
from the Shackamaxon Drive edge
of the course.

To help bolster sagging member-
ship numbers, RDC has been offer-
ing a special introductory member-
ship rate for new members, and started
offering social membership that al-
lows for use of the dining facilities
with limited golf access.

“We have retained over 90 percent
of the active members since when we
bought the property,” Mr. Schiavone
said. “And we have seen a roughly
80-percent growth in membership
since December.”

section meets the minimum dura-
tion as required by the legislation,”
according to a DOT statement is-
sued July 25. “The municipalities
that were affected by the suspen-
sion have been informed that they
are now permitted to continue issu-
ing violation summonses, as well
as issue violation summonses for
violations that occurred during the
suspension period.”

According to Charles Callari,
vice-president of Scottsdale, Ariz.-
based American Traffic Solutions
(ATS), the company that maintains
the red light cameras in Roselle
Park, Union and Rahway, the cam-
eras have still been capturing viola-
tions since June which were held in
a queue.

ATS is responsible for installing
and operating the red light cam-
eras, as well as maintaining all in-
lane equipment. It also performs
the initial review of all violations,
before sending them to the town’s
police department, where the vio-
lation is reviewed and either ap-
proved or denied. If approved, ATS
mails the ticket out to the owner of
the vehicle.

Mr. Callari told The Times that,
“if an intersection does not pass
speed analysis, the summons col-
lected would be dropped” and if
ultimately revenue is not able to be
collected from those violations, the
town would not be “not respon-
sible” to pay the ATS the mainte-
nance fee.

“All three towns have concluded
their speed analysis,” Mr. Callari
said. “Those lights have been tested
several times over the years, so I am
not surprised they passed.”

Sgt. Jimenez concurred that the
Roselle Park Police Department had
completed the speed study for the
red light camera located at Westfield
Avenue and Locust Street, and sent
the findings to its municipal engi-
neer, who certified that the amber
light timing was within the required
parameters of the pilot project.

According to the DOT, there are
85 red light camera intersections in
New Jersey, 16 of which are in
Union County.

Union and Rahway also provided
revenue numbers for red light cam-
eras in their communities.

Ron Manzella, business adminis-
trator for Union Township, told The
Times that it has been operating a
total of 12 cameras at three intersec-
tions since January 2012.

“We have been averaging about
$100,000 per month since the rev-
enue from the cameras started com-
ing in March/April,” Mr. Manzella
said. “Our police department com-
pared the first six months of this year
to last year and accidents are signifi-
cantly down. The cameras have
greatly reduced the speed.”

Revenue spreadsheets obtained
by The Times from Linden’s Chief
Operating Officer Alexis Zack show
that  since the inception of the
project in August 2011, there have
been 70,971 red light camera tick-
ets paid. The tickets have generated
a total of $5,235,919 in revenue to
the city, and the city has paid a total
of $1,265,932 in invoices for the
use of the cameras.

Representatives at the Rahway
Municipal Court and Springfield
Township said revenue information
specific to the red light cameras was
not available.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAMAGE...High winds and heavy rain last Thursday night downed tree limbs
throughout the area, including one at 10 Short Hills Lane in Scotch Plains.

Garwood Hears ‘Y”s
Variance Testimony

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The zoning board
last Wednesday heard testimony from
experts and comments from residents
concerning the Westfield Area “Y”
application for a conditional use vari-
ance to relocate its Garwood-based
childcare to Washington School, and
to add a pre-school and family fitness
facility. The application will continue
on Wednesday, August 15.

Traffic Engineer Joseph Staigar
said there was more than sufficient
parking on the street.

John Carvin of Locust Avenue said
he felt a parking survey was unrealis-
tic because users of the “Y” would
want to park close to the building.

“When school traffic was
there…people would park in front of
driveways,” Mr. Carvin said.

Debbie Zenneario of Third Avenue
said, “…My experiences are posi-
tive. ...why would we not embrace a
new resource?”

Peter Steck, planning expert for
the “Y,” said, “...the ‘Y’’s use ad-
vances public welfare.”

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley read:

“…The five-year lease agreement
allows the BOE to retain ownership
in the event of future enrollment in-
creases, with the ability to generate
revenue...”

“Beauty ordinance[s]....are uncon-
stitutionally vague and are arbitrary
and capricious,” he wrote, later add-
ing, “Even a schoolchild knows that
there is no standard that can be em-
bodied into law, or left to the com-
plainant to determine afterward.”

Additionally, placement on the
abandoned property list is in part
dictated by non-occupancy for at least
six months prior to the complaint;
officials have previously stated that
the house has been empty for more
than six years, but Mr. Sumner attests
that, “the subject property was le-
gally occupied during the six months
prior to the complaint,” and that the
borough failed to properly notify him
of the proceedings against the prop-
erty.

“Several letters were sent to both
the property and Mr. Welles Sumner,
the executor,” Mr. Estis said. “Basi-
cally those letters and notices were
ignored. A second notice was sent on
May 8, 2012 requiring that actions be
taken which would abate the condi-
tions that the public officer determined
existed on this property. On May 17,
the borough published a notice that
the property was included on the
borough’s abandoned property list.
On that same day, the public officer
again inspected the property and found
that no work had been done.”

According to borough (and list)
criteria, there is a certain standard of
upkeep, which must be maintained.

At the hearing, borough officials
ultimately judged the arguments set
forth in the letter to be untrue or
unsubstantiated and decided to move
forth with proceedings to place the
house on the abandoned property list.

When a house is placed on the
abandoned property list, it frees the
borough to move forward with deal-
ing with the property as it sees fit.
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Abandoned


