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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Scotch Plains
Property Tax Notice

SCOTCH PLAINS —  2012 Final/
2013 Preliminary Tax Bills were to
be mailed by July 26 and will be due
by Thursday, August 23, without in-
terest. Payments received after that
date will be late and interest will be
calculated back to August 1.

WESTERN ADVENTURE…Westfield Troop No. 77, Fanwood Troop No. 33
and North Plainfield Troop No. 235 recently completed a two-week trip to the
Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, N.M., where they enjoyed hiking, white-
water rafting and exploring the scenic country. The adult leaders were Steve
Reid, Steve Huber and Grant Van Eck. The Boy Scouts are reading The Westfield
Leader/Times at Shaefer’s Peak along the pass of Tooth of Time.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPLISH SPLASH...A 48-inch water main pipe in Scotch Plains burst around 4 a.m. on Tuesday morning.  Homes located
near the corner of Portland Avenue and Birch Street where the pipe burst were flooded and some residents evacuated.
Nearby St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church and school also sustained water damage.  Area residents had
little or no water pressure in the aftermath of the flooding. Mud covered several blocks.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY, SET, EAT...The 2,600 runners who participated in the annual “Pizza
Run” last Saturday were cheered on by approximately 6,000 spectators and
rewarded with 5,440 slices of pizza.

Fanwood Moving Ahead With
Declaring Home Abandoned

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — A house under con-
sideration for placement on
Fanwood’s abandoned property list
is now the source of contentious de-
bate between the borough and the
Scotch Plains man who owns it.

Fanwood officials held a hearing
regarding the property at 36
Glenwood Road on July 17. The prop-
erty in question has been the recipi-
ent of complaints from neighbors and
borough maintenance personnel due
to its allegedly overgrown state since
the prior owner, Amy Sumner, died

in August of 2006.
The bulk of the action took place

even before the start of the meeting as
A. Welles Sumner, Amy Sumner’s son
and executor of her estate, and who
resides in Scotch Plains, appeared and
delivered a written response to the
complaint before leaving. The hear-
ing started shortly afterward.

“Mr. Sumner was given the oppor-
tunity to remain during the hearing
so that his objections contained in
this written document could be dis-
cussed with him,” said Borough At-
torney Dennis Estis, one of the three
officials presiding over the meeting.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE...Area residents do their part to be “green” by
bringing their recyclables to the Fanwood Recycling Center last Saturday.  The
center is open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and Wednesdays are do-it-yourself
day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“He chose instead to leave the room
and in his opinion this hearing is
quote ‘ultra vires,’ meaning out of the
basis of the law.”

In his letter response, Mr. Sumner
reiterated the ultra vires charge mul-
tiple times, calling the movement of
the house onto the list “the latest in a
series of actions taken by (Public
Works Director) Mr. (Clinton)
Dicksen [the public officer] that are
beyond the power of Mr. Dicksen or
the borough to take, in violation of
state law and of the Constitutions of
the United States and New Jersey.”

His primary extralegal complaints
stem from the borough’s maintenance
of the property, which he claims did
little more than incur trespassing and
damage upon his property at the hands
of borough workers. He also called
into question borough ordinances
regulating the appearance of borough
homes, the so-called “beauty ordi-
nance.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Towns Brace, NJDOT OK’s
Red Light Camera Tickets
By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — The New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation (NJDOT)
has lifted suspensions of red light
cameras, including several cameras
located at intersections in Linden,
Springfield, Union, Rahway and
Roselle Park, thus enabling the con-
tinuation of the issuing of tickets to
motorists caught running red lights.
The DOT had suspended the cameras
until it could determine if all towns
were in compliance with the formula
specified in legislation that initiated
the state’s pilot program.

The red light cameras are part of a
pilot project which was started in
2009, that “aims to determine whether
red light cameras promote safety by
reducing the frequency and severity
of crashes at intersections,” accord-
ing to a press statement released by
the NJDOT.

In the spring of 2011, the County
of Union entered into inter-local

agreements with Roselle Park, Union
and Rahway, to participate in the red
light camera pilot project. The agree-
ments state the county will share half
of the $4,750 per-camera monthly
maintenance fee with each town, and
also share half of the revenue gener-
ated by violations issued through the
traffic control monitoring systems.

The county told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times it currently is in liti-
gation regarding the terms of similar
agreements with those towns as well.

Each red light ticket issued costs
$85, with $11.50 going to state pro-
grams and $18.50 going towards
municipal court-related expenses.
The remaining $55 revenue is split
with the county for towns with inter-
local agreements, so the issuing town
collects $27.50 per violation.

According to Roselle Park Police
Sergeant Manuel Jimenez, the
monthly average number of tickets
issued from the four red light cam-

Shackamaxon One Year
After Purchase by RDC

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After being
purchased by an affiliate of RDC
Golf Group Inc. last winter,
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
has already undergone a complete
bunker renovation, and is seeing an
upturn in membership.

Shackamaxon, which has hosted
several prestigious events in the past
including the New Jersey State Golf
Association (NJSGA) Open Cham-
pionship, was designed by the fa-
mous architect A.W. Tillenhast, and

is the site of his famous first island
green creation on the ninth hole.

When the previous management
company, Troon Golf, put the nearly
100-year-old, par-71 course up for
sale in 2010, developers started clam-
oring to purchase the 146-acre prop-
erty, which could have been divided
into almost 100 residences. Concern
about losing the course and the im-
pact so many new homes could have
on the school system caused the
Scotch Plains Township Council to
declare the property “an area in need
of rehabilitation” and deliberate mov-
ing the township’s municipal build-
ings to the site. As a result, the New
Jersey Golf Group and Shackamaxon
filed a lawsuit against the township.

When RDC stepped in to purchase
the property with the intention to
maintain it as a golf course, it brokered
a deal that allowed RDC to build 60
age-restricted townhouses on the 12-
to 13-acre portion of the property

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Substation Upgrades OK’d By
Fanwood Board of Adjustment

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — After more than
two-and-a-half hours of testimony
and debate, the Fanwood Board of
Adjustment, on July 25, approved
the Public Service Electric & Gas
Company’s (PSE&G) application
(with conditions), consisting of pre-
liminary and final site plan ap-
proval, conditional use approval,
use variances and ancillary vari-
ances, all for the purpose of up-
grading the Fanwood substation at
50 South Avenue.

PSE&G is undergoing a massive
project in New Jersey to bring its
outdated equipment up to speed
with current and future electrical
demand. PSE&G’s North Central
Reliability Project will cost (ac-
cording to PSE&G’s May 26, 2011
petition to the Board of Public Utili-
ties) about $300 to $330 million to
complete, span approximately 35
miles and affect almost a third of
the state’s population. The project
has been ongoing since at least
2009, with a projected end date of
June 2014.

It consists of upgrades to substa-
tions in West Orange, Livingston,
Fanwood, Edison and Woodbridge,
as well as the replacement of 138kV
wires with 230kV ones. These sub-
stations are the intermediaries be-
tween the high voltage transmis-

sion lines and the electricity deliv-
ered to homes and businesses.
Fanwood’s substation was built
sometime in the 1960s to service
the demand of electricity in the area.

PSE&G came prepared and filled
two rows of benches with witnesses
and experts to field questions from
the board members and the public.
PSE&G presented testimony from
several witnesses describing the de-
tails of the Fanwood substation up-
grade. Specifically, two new trans-
formers, switchgear and other nec-
essary equipment will be installed
and the old equipment will be re-
moved. The existing 58-foot tower
will be replaced with a 70-foot
monopole. The existing chain-
linked fence will be replaced with a
more attractive fence to be approved
by the borough. Furthermore,
PSE&G has offered to both land-
scape the fence area and remedy a
water drainage issue that exists on
the property.

One point of controversy about the
project is that the equipment is not
simply being replaced, but is being
repositioned to accommodate the
substation’s larger capacity (the con-
version from 138kV to 230kV). Be-
cause more electricity is running
through the system, the equipment

must be spaced farther apart, which,
at the Fanwood station, means en-
croaching into a residential district.
PSE&G’s lot is partially “light indus-
trial” and partially “residential;” it
has sought permission to utilize the
residential portion for the expansion.

Barbara Sangiuliano, owner of a
house at 46 LaGrande Avenue,
voiced her concerns over the poten-
tial diminution in the value of her
property, which currently is on the
market.

“The movement of the monopole
will be closer to [my] residence, it
will be higher in electrical [capac-
ity] and it is flat out ugly… There
will be a new electrical station
across the street from [my] prop-
erty, in the residential district, [and]
closer to [my] property…. Who-
ever moves into this house, if I sell
it, will have ugly to the right… with
[a] high intensity tower … [and]
ugly across the street in a residen-
tial district with this new electrical
substation,” she told the board.

Another resident complained he
and an adjoining property owner
were not given proper notice of the
hearing.

Notwithstanding the public com-
ments, all board members present
approved PSE&G’s application.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Regional Water Alert
AREA - Update: Water main break

repairs are underway in Scotch Plains.
Customers in Union County are asked
to curtail outdoor water use; Issue
Date: July 31, 2012.

New Jersey American Water crews
began emergency repairs this morn-
ing on a 48-inch main break in Scotch
Plains along Portland  Avenue near
Watchung View Place. It is estimated
that repairs will be completed within
the next 48 to 72 hours.

New Jersey American Water ad-
vises customers in the following com-
munities to curtail outdoor water use
while emergency repairs are under-
way on the 48-inch water main. Please
discontinue lawn watering and con-
serve water indoors until further no-
tice. While repairs are made, custom-
ers may experience low water pres-
sure.

Fanwood Borough, Green Brook
Township, Plainfield City, North
Plainfield Borough, Scotch Plains
Township, Warren Township,
Watchung Borough, Clark Township,
Cranford Township, Garwood Bor-
ough, Hillside Township, Kenilworth
Borough, Mountainside Borough,
Roselle Borough, Roselle Park Bor-
ough, Union Township, and Westfield
Town.

Once repairs are completed, cus-
tomers may experience cloudy water
and should simply run their water
until it’s clear before use.

Thank you for your patience while
we make these repairs.

Contact Information:
Name: Customer Service Center
Company: New Jersey American

Water
Phone: 1-800-652-6987


