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Running for Dough (Westfield Pizza Run)

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Let me help you save time and money.
Protecting  more  of  your  world  with  Allstate
makes  your  life  easier.  And  it  can  put  more
money  in  your  pocket.  Bundle  your  policies
and you can save even more. Why wait? Call
me today.

One agency for all your insurance needs.

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

ONE COMPANY.
ONE AGENT.
MANY WAYS TO SAVE.

ONE COMPANY.
ONE AGENT.
MANY WAYS TO SAVE.

Subject  to  terms,  conditions  and  availability.  Savings  vary.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty
Insurance  Company,  Allstate  New  Jersey  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  Illinois   ©  2011  Allstate
Insurance Company.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
INVADERS FROM MARS?...Steve Ciccotelli, left, retired Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School  football coach, and Horace Corbin, publisher of The Leader/Times, inspect
their glow balls prior to playing ‘night golf’ Friday night at Roselle Country Club.

renaissance of Shackamaxon,” Mr.
Schiavone said.

In addition to making upgrades to
the grounds, they have made some
cosmetic changes to the inside and
outside dining areas. RDC also hired
a new course superintendent, direc-
tor of membership, and executive
chef.

Up next are plans to add a fitness
facility at the club, as well as new
pool facilities that will be located
closer to the clubhouse and include a
children’s pool with water features as
well as an adults-only pool with a bar
set up.

Mr. Schiavone told The Leader that
RDC currently is in the process of
obtaining building permits for the
townhouse development on the prop-
erty, and has secured Toll Brothers, a
national building company. The
townhouses would all be 55-plus
units, and would offer residents the
ability to access the golf course via
golf cart, which is a rarity in New
Jersey, according to Mr. Schiavone.

“I am amazed by how many mem-
bers want their name on the list so
they have the chance to purchase the
townhouses once they become avail-
able,” Mr. Schiavone said. “(Our) cur-
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Shackamaxon
Fanwood Moving Ahead With
Declaring Home Abandoned

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOW TO RECYCLE...Volunteers last Saturday at the Fanwood Recycling
Center on North Avenue receive materials from area residents. They manage and
segregate the items for recycling.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COOL...Residents in Cranford deal with the heat Friday at the municipal pool.

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – A house under con-
sideration for placement on
Fanwood’s abandoned property list
is now the source of contentious de-
bate between the borough and the
Scotch Plains man who owns it.

Fanwood officials held a hearing
regarding the 36 Glenwood Road on
July 17. The property in question has
been the recipient of complaints from
neighbors and borough maintenance
personnel due to its allegedly over-
grown state since the prior owner,
Amy Sumner, died in August of 2006.

The bulk of the action took place
even before the start of the meeting as
A. Welles Sumner, Amy Sumner’s
son and executor of her estate, and
who resides in Scotch Plains, ap-
peared and delivered a written re-
sponse to the complaint before leav-
ing. The hearing started afterward.

“Mr. Sumner was given the oppor-
tunity to remain during the hearing
so that his objections contained in
this written document could be dis-
cussed with him,” said Borough At-
torney Dennis Estis, one of the three
officials presiding over the meeting.
“He chose instead to leave the room
and in his opinion this hearing is
quote ‘ultra vires,’ meaning out of the
basis of the law.”

In his letter response, Mr. Sumner
reiterated the ultra vires charge mul-
tiple times, calling the movement of
the house onto the list “the latest in a
series of actions taken by (Public
Works Director) Mr. (Clinton)
Dicksen [the public officer] that are
beyond the power of Mr. Dicksen or
the borough to take, in violation of
state law and of the Constitutions of
the United States and New Jersey.”

His primary extralegal complaints
stem from the borough’s maintenance
of the property, which he claims did
little more than incur trespassing and
damage upon his property at the hands
of borough workers. He also called

into question borough ordinances
regulating the appearance of borough
homes, the so-called “beauty ordi-
nance.”

“Beauty ordinance[s]....are uncon-
stitutionally vague and are arbitrary
and capricious,” he wrote, later add-
ing, “Even a schoolchild knows that
there is no standard that can be em-
bodied into law, or left to the com-
plainant to determine afterward.”

Additionally, placement on the
abandoned property list is in part
dictated by nonoccupancy for at least
six months prior to the complaint;
officials have previously stated that
the house has been empty for more
than six years, but Mr. Sumner attests
that, “the subject property was le-
gally occupied during the six months
prior to the complaint,” and that the
borough failed to properly notify him
of the proceedings against the prop-
erty.

“Several letters were sent to both
the property and Mr. Welles Sumner,
the executor,” Mr. Estis said. “Basi-
cally those letters and notices were
ignored. A second notice was sent on
May 8, 2012 requiring that actions be
taken which would abate the condi-
tions that the public officer determined
existed on this property. On May 17,
the borough published a notice that
the property was included on the
borough’s abandoned property list.
On that same day, the public officer
again inspected the property and found
that no work had been done.”

According to borough (and list)
criteria, there is a certain standard of
upkeep, which must be maintained.

At the hearing, borough officials
ultimately judged the arguments set
forth in the letter to be untrue or
unsubstantiated and decided to move
forth with proceedings to place the
house on the abandoned list.

When a house is placed on the
abandoned property list, it frees the
borough to move forward with deal-
ing with the property as it sees fit.

rent members would love to live right
at the club. I think (the townhomes)
will be very appealing even in this
tough economy.”

When the townhouses are built, a
new entrance to both the new homes
and the golf course would be created,
replacing the existing entrance, which
currently requires members to drive
through a residential neighborhood
in order to access the club.

According to Mr. Schiavone, one
golf hole would need to be adjusted
slightly to allow for the new access
road to be built. It would be located
directly on Lamberts Mill Road, ap-
proximately one-quarter mile down
from the Shackamaxon Drive edge
of the course.

To help bolster sagging member-
ship numbers, RDC has been offer-
ing a special introductory member-
ship rate for new members, and started
offering social membership that al-
lows for use of the dining facilities
with limited golf access.

“We have retained over 90 percent
of the active members since when we
bought the property,” Mr. Schiavone
said. “And we have seen a roughly
80-percent growth in membership
since December.”

$19,000 maintenance fee.
In addition to the generation of

revenue, Sgt. Jimenez told The
Westfield Leader that awareness of
the red light cameras, which are in-
dicated to drivers via signage as they
approach the intersection, is caus-
ing people to drive more responsi-
bly.

“I see people being aware and slow-
ing down and not going through the
red light,” Sgt. Jimenez said.

There are sensors which detect
the speed at which a vehicle is mov-
ing installed before intersections
with red light cameras. If the speed
at which a vehicle is moving indi-
cates that it won’t be able to stop
before the light turns red, a picture
of the vehicle is taken from the rear.
If the vehicle has crossed the stop
line, which is located on the ground
before the cross walk, after the light
turns red, then the mororist will be
issued a ticket. If the vehicle has
already passed over the stop line or
is straddling it between the front and
back tire, when the light turns red,
then the driver will not be issued a
summons.

Tickets must be issued within 90
days of when the violation occurred.
According to Sgt. Jimenez, they are
usually mailed out in 15 to 20 days.

The project’s legislation – which
was passed in 2008 – requires that
there be a specific duration for the
amber light at intersections where
the cameras are installed. The cease
and desist order came from the state
when video footage from some of
the intersections showed that the
length of the amber lights may not
be the same as the time specified by
the legislation. The state notified the
affected municipalities – including
Linden, Springfield, Roselle Park,
Union and Rahway – that it was
requiring analysis be done at each of
the red light camera intersections to
certify that the timing of the amber
signal is within the designated pa-
rameters, as outlined in the legis-
lation, by no later than August 1,
2012.

The state reviewed the certifica-
tions of the cameras to determine if
the duration of the amber light met
the requirements as required by the
legislation. Ticketing can now re-
sume, including the issuing of tickets
for those violations captured during
the suspension of the cameras.

“Each affected municipality has
conducted the requested traffic analy-
sis and provided their re-certifica-
tions to DOT via a professionally
licensed municipal engineer. In each
case the results have confirmed that
the duration of a yellow light at the
authorized intersection meets the
minimum duration as required by the
legislation,” according to DOT state-
ment issued July 25. “The munici-
palities that were affected by the sus-
pension have been informed that they
are now permitted to continue issu-
ing violation summonses, as well as
issue violation summonses for viola-
tions that occurred during the sus-
pension period.”

According to Charles Callari, vice-
president of Scottsdale, Ariz.-based
American Traffic Solutions (ATS),
the company that maintains the red
light cameras in Roselle Park, Union
and Rahway, the cameras have still

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Red Light Cameras

Ron Manzella, business adminis-
trator for Union Township, told The
Leader that it have been operating a
total of 12 cameras at three intersec-
tions since January 2012.

“We have been averaging about
$100,000 per month since the rev-
enue from the cameras started
coming in March/April,” Mr.
Manzella said. “Our police de-
partment compared the first six
months of this year to last year
and accidents are significantly
down. The cameras have greatly
reduced the speed.”

Revenue spreadsheets obtained by
The Leader from Linden’s Chief
Operating Officer Alexis Zack, show
that the since the inception of the
project in August 2011, there have
been 70,971 red light cameras tickets
paid. The tickets have generated a
total of $5,235,919 in revenue to the
city, and the city has paid a total of
$1,265,932 in invoices for the use of
the cameras.

Representatives at the Rahway
municipal court and Springfield
Township said revenue information
specific to the red light cameras was
not available.

been capturing violations since June
which were held in a queue.

ATS is responsible for installing
and operating the red light cameras,
as well as maintaining all in-lane
equipment. It also performs the ini-
tial review of all violations, before
sending them to the town’s police
department, where the violation is
reviewed and either approved or de-
nied. If approved, ATS mails the
ticket out to the owner of the ve-
hicle.

Mr. Callari told The Leader that,
“if an intersection does not pass speed
analysis, the summons collected
would be dropped” and if ultimately
revenue is not able to be collected
from those violations, the town would
not be “not responsible” to pay the
ATS the maintenance fee.

“All three towns have concluded
their speed analysis,” Mr. Callari said.
“Those lights have been tested sev-
eral times over the years, so I am not
surprised they passed.”

Sgt. Jimenez concurred that the
Roselle Park Police Department had
completed the speed study for the
red l ight  camera located at
Westfield Avenue and Locust
Street, and sent the findings to its
municipal engineer, who certified
that the amber light timing was
within the required parameters of
the pilot project.

According to the DOT, there are 85
red light camera intersections in New
Jersey, 16 of which are in Union
County.

Union and Rahway also provided
revenue numbers  for red light cam-
eras in their communities.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DAMAGE...High winds and heavy rain last Thursday night downed tree limbs
throughout the area, including one at 10 Short Hills Lane in Scotch Plains.

Peter Steck, planning expert for
the “Y,” said, “In my opinion, it has
all the characteristics of an inher-
ently beneficial use.” He said the
“Y”’s use “advances public welfare.”

“Can the applicant demonstrate that
this can be approved without sub-
stantial detriment to the public
good?… In my opinion, the board
can comfortably make that conclu-
sion. The building is suited for insti-
tutional uses. It is vacant and is not
good for the maintenance of the build-
ing. This property cannot be used by
strictly applying the standards be-
cause no private use is permitted. It
will be brought back to life and still
have a community function, which I
assume Garwood residents will take
advantage of…,” Mr. Steck said.

Superintendent of Schools Teresa
Quigley read a statement from the
board of education (BOE) support-
ing the application:

“…The five-year lease agreement
allows the BOE to retain ownership
in the event of future enrollment in-
creases, with the ability to generate
revenue.

“Additionally, the ‘Y’ will provide
the community with enhanced
childcare and recreational opportu-
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Westfield ‘Y’ at Garwood
nities, not only for the youth of the
community, but for our seniors as
well…

“We don’t want the site to become
run down and unsightly, thereby de-
teriorating the value of the surround-
ing homes, but a vacant building poses
many challenges…,” Ms. Quigley
said.

Resident Kerry Malone of Beech
Avenue said, “It isn’t the usage we
are upset about. What is bothering us
is the weekend, the nights until 9 p.m.
There are no days off. Parking and
safety is an issue.”

Surveyor James Watson also
showed plans for the signage and its
lighting, as well as for the new play-
ground.

The 35-foot by 35-foot playground
area would be located in front of the
school, near Beech Street. The loca-
tion was moved from the last meeting
because the “Y” did not want to block
the front windows. The playground
would be a single structure with a
double swirl slide, a single slide, a
conical climber, steps and chimes.

There were plans for two, LED
lighted signs. One freestanding sign,
measuring 36.75 inches wide by 43.5
inches high, would be lighted from
the top, shining downward. The PVC
vinyl sign would be 84 inches from
the sidewalk and adjacent to the front
walk. The second sign would be a
wall sign with a gooseneck angle
light, wall mounted in the rear of the
building near Beech Street.

Mr. Watson also discussed the floor
plan. The four classrooms have a
maximum occupancy of 20, 25, 25
and 20 people in each of the class-
rooms. He also said the “Y” plans to
remove a couple of walls on the first
floor in order to have a fitness area.
The total occupation of the building
is 561 people, based on building
codes, he said.

GARWOOD...Experts testify regard-
ing ‘Y’ variance proposal.


