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WESTFIELD — “Madeline: A
Novel of Love, Buddhism, and
Hoboken” by former Westfield resident Florence Wetzel, has been reincarnated.
Wetzel recently re-released the
book, which was originally published
in 2003, in both paper and e-book
format.
It is the story of 27-year-old
Madeline Boot, a writer who longs
for spiritual centeredness after reading Thomas Merton.
When Madeline’s six-month, selfimposed spiritual retreat of juice fasts,
meditation, and solitary living in a
small Jersey shore community backfires, she returns to Hoboken and
resumes living with her sister and
brother-in-law.
On the rebound from her “religious phase,” Madeline reenters the
world of temporary employment, upand-coming rock stars, and the music
scene that defined Hoboken in the
late 1980s.
It is also a world of romance, sex,
rejected manuscripts, and a healthy
dose of Scrabble playing.
But mostly, “Madeline” is a story
about love, and how it transforms us
and helps us grow.
Inspired in part by Jane Austen’s
“Emma,” “Madeline” gives its readers a refreshing new take on that ageold enigma: Why does love always
seem to make an appearance in the
most unexpected places?
Wetzel’s writing style is easy and
conversational, her scenes realistic.
She does more than bring the reader
to her characters; she brings her
characters to the reader.
One example of this is found in
Chapter 5, “Blind Date.” As part of
Madeline’s return, and her becoming
“a woman, not a saint,” she ends up on
a blind dinner date at Maxwell’s with

a man from Queens named Frank.
Anyone who has ever been on a
blind date can feel the pain, yet see
the humor. It is like you are there, at
the next table, overhearing their conversation.
At 473 pages, Wetzel’s book is a
long one. But the story moves fast
and the pages turn quickly.
The author’s knowledge of
Hoboken, where she lived from 1986
to 1990, runs true.
“That was a very particular time in
Hoboken’s history; the gentrification
hadn’t taken over completely, and it
was still possible for artists to live
there,” explained Wetzel, who added
that during this time period, Hoboken
had a vibrant music scene as well as
many art galleries. The Tibetan Buddhist influence that runs throughout
“Madeline” is also the result of
Wetzel’s own experience.
While she was writing the book,
Wetzel was reading books and listening to tapes by the great Tibetan Buddhist nun Pema Chödrön. Wetzel was
influenced by Chödrön’s ideas, especially those about how we guard our
hearts, and how it’s often the painful
things in our lives that open us up.
Ms. Wetzel is the author of “Perry
Robinson: The Traveler,” a biography of jazz artist Perry Robinson, as
well as the novels, “Mrs. Papadakis”
and “Aspasia.”
Her most recently published novel,
“Dashiki,” is a murder mystery that
exposes a side of the jazz world rarely
seen.
Wetzel also recently self-published
a collection of poems, called “Elvis
in the Morning: Poems and Tales.”
Both formats of “Madeline” are
published by iUniverse and can be
purchased by logging onto
www.iuniverse.com.

VENTURE ENTERPRISE…Qustir, a company conceived by Quinnipiac
sophomore Thomas Nassr and seniors John Healy and Michael Nanna of
Westfield, won $5,000 for the Best Venture Enterprise. Pictured, left to right,
are: Michael Nanna, John Healy and Thomas Nassr.

Reading is good for you!

Adams Graduates
From Flagler College

www.goleader.com

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - Carolyn
Adams, of Mountainside, graduated with a bachelor of arts degree
from Flagler College. Adams was
one of approximately 386 Flagler
seniors at the spring commencement ceremony held April 21 at the
St. Augustine Amphitheatre.

HAMDEN, Conn. - For the second
consecutive year, a company from
the Media Innovation Collaborative
(MIC Project) claimed Best Venture
Enterprise in the Connecticut Collegiate Business Plan Competition at
the New Haven Lawn Club on April
20.
Qustir, a company conceived by
sophomore Thomas Nassr and seniors John Healy and Michael Nanna
of Westfield, won $5,000 for the Best
Venture Enterprise, outlasting more
than 50 companies in this spring’s
event sponsored by the Entrepreneurship Foundation.
Entries were from 11 different
Connecticut colleges and universities. Qustir is a mobile application
that allows consumers to earn discounts at stores through a personalized bar code, while also having the
opportunity to share coupons of their
favorite promotions to their friends.
Companies advertise through Qustir
because of the effectiveness, simplicity, and value as opposed to other
media based advertisements. The
company finished second in the Entrepreneurship Foundation’s fall event
this past November.
Qustir joins My Kiducation (Venture, 2011) as winners of this prestigious competition. Snippet, a digital
visual portfolio that connects employers and would-be employees,
received $25,000 in seed money this
winter through the TechStart Fund,
rounding out three companies from
the MIC Project which received funding to start media businesses. The

The Chansonettes is an all
women’s choral group which began
more than 60 years ago. Currently
the group, which performs a spring
and holiday concert series each year,
rehearses once a week at the Presbyterian Church on Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by
Mel Freda. The group is always looking for new members who enjoy
singing and gathering with friends.
For more information, contact Vice
Presidents, Sharon Costello at (908)
245-9461 or Lauren Flast at (908)
232-4714.

OWEN BRAND

Restoration:

Cleaning:

• Fire, Smoke and Soot
• Carpet and Upholstery
• Water Removal and Dehumidication • Ceiling, Walls and Hard Floors
• MOLD Mitigation and Remediation • Deodorization
• Move outs and Contents Restoration • Biohazard and Crime Scene
• Catastrophic Storm Response
• Odor Identification
• Spring Cleanups
24 Hour Emergency Service

(908) 791-9177

HAMDEN, Conn. - Daniel Sullivan
of Westfield, and a junior at
Quinnipiac University, was inducted
into Beta Gamma Sigma, the international business honor society for undergraduate and graduate programs
that are accredited by the AACSB
International on April 11.
To be eligible for induction, students must be ranked in the top 10
percent of their junior or senior class
or the top 20 percent of their master’s
class. In addition, they must also
maintain a grade point average that is
above 3.75. This is the highest honor
business students at Quinnipiac can
earn.

223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

MORTGAGE BANKER

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans
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Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349
obrand@myinvestorsbank.com
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Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.
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Attorney-at-Law

Like it never even happened.®
Franchises Independently Owned and Operated

Sullivan Inducted into
Honor Society

Lisa M. Black, LLC

ML# 222999
Your Hometown

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF
of Western Union County
Fire & Water - Cleanup & Restoration™

MIC Project was launched in Spring
2011 with students from the Schools
of Business and Communications.
The class is an opportunity for students to establish interdisciplinary
teams and create a sustainable and
profitable media product, service or
entity with innovative business models, content and design. This
semester’s MIC Project presentations
will be held Thursday, May 3, from
6-8 p.m. in the Mancheski Executive
Seminar Room. The class’ finalists
will present in front of a panel of
judges for a $2,000 prize. The event
is open to the public.

The Law Offices Of

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Chansonettes of Westfield Are Broadway Bound
WESTFIELD — The Chansonettes
of Westfield spring concert tour entitled “Broadway Bound” is set to begin on Tuesday, May 8, at Runnells
Specialized Hospital. The tour will
continue on Wednesday, May 9, at
Spring Meadows in Summit, at Chelsea
Fanwood Tuesday, May 15, and finally
make its last stop at Westfield Senior
Housing on Wednesday, May 16.
The program will feature songs
celebrating the music of Broadway
including a “Give My Regards” medley, “Anything Goes,” “On A Clear
Day,” “Edelweiss,” and “Lullaby of
Broadway.”
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Quinnipiac Students Claim
Top Prize at Competition

Florence Wetzel
Re-Releases Novel
By MARYLOU MORANO

Thursday, April 26, 2012

General Practice
Estate Planning and Probate
Divorce and Mediation
201 South Avenue E.
Westfield
654-8885
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Eve. and Sat. Appt’s
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“Mention This AD and Receive a $50.00 Credit”

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

 

AT THE

MAY 2012 EVENTS
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org

Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:30 am - 9:00 pm Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5:00 pm Sunday 1 - 5:00 pm

Closed on Sunday beginning May 27. Closed May 28 for Memorial Day
PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS (Check website for registration information)

I firmly believe that delivery of optimal
healthcare is a blend of superior
diagnostic and clinical skills, dedicated
and talented team member efforts,
state-of-the-art technology and
materials, continuing education, and
old-fashioned, five-star personalized
and compassionate care.
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

GIVE US A CALL FOR YOUR
NEXT APPOINTMENT.

229 Charles Street • Westfield, NJ 07090
90
Blog: www.dentalchronicles.com
Like us on

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of
assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, postdivorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions
Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200 www.dughihewit.com

5/1

7:00 pm

Gayle Lemmon: Dressmaker of Khair Khana (Town residents only)

5/3

10:00 am

E-reader workshop for Kindle users only (WML cardholders only)

5/4

1:30 pm

TGIF! River Cruises of Europe (video)

5/5

2:00 pm

Oboist Frederick Katzenberg & Lenny Leibowitz on keyboard

5/9

10:00 am

Computer class: Genealogical Resources Online (B’gnner-Int’rmed)

5/9

7:00 pm

The Asian Tea Experience with Judith Krall Russo

5/11

1:30 pm

TGIF! Mary Cassatt, artist (video)

5/14

2 & 6:30 pm

Foreign Film: The Piano in a Factory (Chinese, 100 minutes)

5/17

10:00 am

E-reader workshop for nook & Sony users (WML cardholders only)

5/17

7:00 pm

Computer Class: Photo Editing with GIMP (advanced)

5/18

1:30 pm

TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Blue Skies”

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Check website for registration information)
5/2

10:00 am

Tots’ Storytime (2½-3½ years)

5/3

10:00 am

Toddler Time (babies and toddlers up to age 3)

5/2 or 5/3

6:30 pm

Lego Club (grades 1-5) Call 789.4090 option 3 to register.

5/1 or 5/4

1:30 or 10:00

Preschool Storytime (3½ to 5 years)

5/4

3:45 pm

Magic Carpet - Listen to librarians read (el’mntary schoolers)

5/9

6:45 pm

Scavenger Hunt at the Library (grades 2-4)

5/12

10:30 am

Abbasubi: Songs and Activities in Spanish for preschoolers

5/13

1:30 & 2:30 pm Origami (grades 4 and up) Basic: 1:30 pm Advanced: 2:30 pm

5/19

10:00 am

Grupo ñ: Spanish-Only Storytime (up to 6 yrs)

