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CRANFORD – The township’s
zoning board of adjustment on
Monday approved two applications
from homeowners who have de-
cided to raise the height of their
homes to avoid future flood dam-
age to their first-floor living space
after floodwaters from Hurricane
Irene last year destroyed their
main living areas.

One homeowner will actually
raise the foundation of his house,
and the other applicant will do
away with the first level of their
split-level home and fill their base-
ment in order to avert further
major flood damage. Both homes
are located near Nomahegan Park
and the Rahway River.

The zoning board has heard two
other applications seeking similar
variances. The zoning law cur-
rently allows homes built up to 30
feet high, and the two applications
Monday sought to build their
homes to 32 feet in height.

Zoning Board Vice-Chairman Jef-
frey Pistol told The Westfield Leader
that the township council has been
working on a resolution to allow a
maximum height of 32 feet.

Applicant Robert Veca, of 11
Summit Road, in the R-1 Zone,
was approved for four variances
to raise his home four-and-a-half
feet above the recent flood-water
level of the dwelling. Mr. Veca said
his home had 18 inches of water
on the first floor as a result of
Irene.

“I haven’t lived in my house
since Irene,” he said. He is living in
a rental home. He has decided to
raise his house using out-of-pocket
expenses, he said.

Part of his renovations include a
bay window, with a cantilever that
juts out an additional two feet into
the seven-foot encroachment from
the foundation into the setback.
He also added in a playroom that
bumped out the house two feet, as

well as a powder room and a
laundry room to the first floor.

“We had to destroy the old
porches; they were grandfathered
in [to the setbacks],” he said. His
home had a side porch and a front
porch, and replacing them requires
variances.

The front steps of the plan splay
out, which architect David Bailey
said is a “nice entry” and lends a
“better curb appeal.” The front
steps will encroach on the front-
yard setback eight-and-a-half feet.

“I give him credit for wanting to
stay there,” Planning Board Sec-
retary Barbara Ginsberg said.

Zoning Board member William
Montani said, “Considering…the
other encroachments, the margin
isn’t all that great, considering this
huge undertaking as a result of
Irene.”

Mr. Pistol said, “The property is a
large property. I don’t think there
is any danger of crowding the
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ABOVE FLOOD STAGE…An application by Jose and Mirian Rebelo of 4
Richmond Avenue was approved by the Cranford Zoning Board of Adjustment
on Monday night. They will raise the height of their home to 32 feet, two feet
above the current maximum requirement, after suffering severe flood damage
caused by Hurricane Irene.

Cranford Homes Looking To Rebuild After Irene
area. The house is a nice house
and I think it will be even nicer. …
They are taking the practical ap-
proach, and are committing to
Cranford. It is a positive for the
owners and a positive for the neigh-
borhood as well.”

Unlike Mr. Veca, the second
application was not seeking to
lift the house, but to add height.
Applicants Jose and Mirian
Rebelo, of 4 Richmond Avenue,
in the R-3 Zone, were approved
to raise the height of their home
to 32 feet, two feet above the
current maximum requirement.
Mr. and Mrs. Rebelo have lived in
the township for 22 years. They
had six feet of water in their
basement during Hurricane
Irene, and have been living in the
house with damage to the walls
and with their kitchen unusable.
Their plans are to fill the base-
ment with dirt, with a cement
slab over the top, as the Federal

Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) requires, they told The
Leader.

“In order for us to stay in
Cranford, it’s the only option we
have,” Mr. Rebelo said.

Currently the house is a split
level, and the plans are to elimi-
nate the current first floor that is
split, and add a third floor, mak-
ing the second and third floor a
split level.

They plan to move all of the
utilities to the attic.

“We don’t have the heart to sell
it,” Mrs. Rebelo told The Leader.

Neighbor Steve Gorski, of 9
Richmond Avenue, came out in
support of their application. “We
all experienced the flood. What’s
great about what they are do-
ing,” Mr. Gorski said, is the appli-
cants’ plans mirror plans from a
previous application approved by
the board, and as a result “will
bring some unity to the neigh-
borhood.”

“I think this is a very practical
approach to getting their house
out of the way of the water. I
commend them for what they
are doing,” board member John
Mallon said in his motion to ap-
prove the application.

Mr. Pistol said, “There was an
application next door that was
very similar to this, and the appli-
cants experienced a hardship with
flooding, and they are making the
best of the situation, they are
recommitted to the town…and this
is a practical approach.”

During the workshop meeting,
Zoning Board Vice-Chairman Pis-
tol said Investors Savings Bank
has pulled out of building on the
site next to the Rustic Mill Diner.
The bank owners had already
dug a large hole on the property.
Previously, there was a gas sta-
tion at the site.

The board’s April 23 meeting has
been cancelled, and the next meet-
ing is Monday, May 14.

Choral Art Society Concert
Set Sunday at St. Anne’s

GARWOOD – The Choral Art So-
ciety of New Jersey, Inc., in con-
junction with St. Anne’s Roman
Catholic Church, will present a
Celebration of Spring at a Concert
of Choral Music this Sunday, April
22, at 4 p.m. It will take place at
St. Anne’s Church, located at 325
Second Avenue in Garwood.

A selection of choral music from
anthems to spirituals will be fea-
tured. Tickets, for $10 each, will
be available at the door.

James Little is the musical di-
rector of the Choral Art Society.
Mr. Little has been the organist
and choirmaster of the Calvary
Episcopal Church in Summit since
1993, having previously held
similar positions at

Mountainside’s Community Pres-
byterian Church. At Calvary
Church, Mr. Little directs an adult
choir, two youth choirs and the
Calvary Concert Series.

For information about the Cho-
ral Art Society, visit casofnj.org
or call (908) 654-5737.

Funding has been made pos-
sible in part by the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, a partner
agency of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs and for this 50th Anniver-
sary season has been made pos-
sible by a grant provided by the
Westfield Foundation.


