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COUGARS WILLIAMSON FANS 10, DiFRANCESCO GOES 3-FOR-4; WF’S DEMERS DOUBLES

No. 15 Baseball Cougars Rap Westfield Blue Devil Nine, 9-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior pitching ace Ryan
Williamson struck out 10 Blue
Devils, walked two and allowed
just three hits in five innings, and
his teammates were very active
with the “metal sticks” to give
the No. 15 Cranford High School
baseball team a 9-1 victory over
Westfield in Westfield on April
10.

The 4-0 Cougars totaled 11
hits, which included four doubles
and a pair of triples, while the 3-
2 Blue Devils finished with four
hits. Cougar Andrew DiFrancesco
created a lot of sparks with his
“metal stick” going 3-for-4 with a
triple, double and a single, while
scoring three times and adding
two RBI.

Since last season when he fin-
ished with a .450 batting aver-
age, DiFrancesco has been read-
ing opposing pitchers quite well.

“A couple looked like they were
changeups, but you just got to
pick it up out of their hands. It’s
really like going to war with the
pitcher. It’s you or him, and you
always want to come out on top,”
DiFrancesco said.

Cougar Sean Feeney (2 RBI)
went 2-for-4 with an RBI double.
Chris Folinusz had an RBI double,
an infield single and scored once
after being hit-by-a-pitch.
Williamson tripled and scored,
Tommy Trotter rapped a two-run
single, Eric Garguilo singled and
scored twice, and George
Goergodis had an RBI double.

Eric Demers had the Blue Dev-
ils’ only extra base hit when he
doubled off Williamson in the
fifth inning and scored on an
error. Mike Ionta, Mike Coletta
and Matt Varakian each added a

single.
Williamson never yielded more

than one hit in an inning, and he
capped off his evening by fan-
ning four Blue Devils in the fifth
inning.

“I was working them in-and-
out. I mostly threw all fastballs
today. I wish I could have gotten
ahead on guys a little more to-
day. I should have gotten a little
more first-pitch strikes. All the
pull guys, I was working them
outside and other guys, I was
jamming them in,” Williamson

said.
He was especially cautious with

the hitting abilities of Blue Devils
James O’Rourke and Varakian.

“They are very good players. I
just tried to pitch around them
today,” Williamson said.

Vinnie Colaneri pitched the sixth
and seventh innings and added
three more strikeouts to bring
Westfield’s total to 13. He also
allowed one single and walked
two.

“We worked very hard in trying
to get bats on the ball, but I think

sometimes our approach at the
plate is we may be thinking too
much. We may be guessing on
pitches. You can’t guess. A good
team, when you start guessing,
they are going to throw pitches
you are not ready for. We are
looking for the wrong pitches on
the wrong counts. Look for
fastballs! Adjust for curves!
Sometimes we look for curves
and they throw fastballs by you
before you even swing the bat.
We have a lot of guys taking
pitches that puts themselves in a

hole, and that doesn’t bode well,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster said.

Williamson was called twice for
balks, which was something that
he never experienced before.

“Absolutely not! Today it was a
little cold and dry, so I needed to
get a grip on the ball, and I kept
blowing in my hand. I guess they
said I couldn’t do that,”
Williamson explained.

The Blue Devils committed sev-
eral errors, which begun in the
first inning when the Cougars
plated three runs on two hits.
The errors made situations diffi-
cult for starting pitcher Brett
Ryan, who was tagged for nine
hits, while fanning five in his five
innings on the mound. Evan Fried-
man relieved in the sixth and
needed to face only three bat-
ters. Rich Malacrea pitched in the
seventh and allowed one run on
two hits and one hit batter.

“Cranford made the plays in
the field and, defensively, we did
not play well. We made a lot of
mistakes today, and when that
happens, the pitcher is going to
add on five or 10 pitches more for
each error you make. It gives
them a new batter. It extends
innings. It makes it hard for the
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT…Cougar batter Chris Folinusz pulls back to avoid being tagged by a high inside pitch
as Blue Devil catcher Mike Ionta grabs the ball. The Cougars defeated the Blue Devils, 9-1, at Bob Brewster Sr. Field.
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