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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Missed opportunities and a few
untimely errors early on put the
No. 15 Cranford High School
baseball team in a hole that it did
manage to climb out of, but in
the end, Keith Skinner’s slashing
double to leftfield in the bottom
of the ninth inning allowed Billy
Worswick to score from first to
give the No. 7 Governor
Livingston Highlanders a 7-6 vic-
tory in Berkeley Heights on April
13.

The Cougars out-hit the High-
landers, 12-9, and second
baseman Eric Garguilo had a
strong evening at the plate going
3-for-5 with a double and three
runs scored, in addition to reach-
ing safely on an error. Sean
Feeney also had a pair of singles
and a double, and scored once.
Feeney also had two stolen bases.
Chris Folinusz had a two-run
single and a double, while scor-
ing once.

Skinner finished 2-for-4 with a
pair of doubles and a run scored.
Ryan Jennings had an RBI triple,
singled and scored twice. Aaron
Smith chopped an RBI single,
doubled and scored twice, and
Worswick singled twice and
scored twice.

Garguilo and Feeney led off the
top of the first inning with back-
to-back singles then Andrew
DiFrancesco’s bunt resulted in a
throwing error and a run scored.
Folinusz walked to load the bases
with nobody out, but the Cou-
gars failed to capitalize. The High-

landers answered with two runs
on Jenning’s RBI triple down the
right field line and Smith’s
squibbling infield RBI single.

In the third, Feeney hammered
a shot to the centerfield fence
but attempted to stretch a double

into a triple and was thrown out
at third. After a brilliant fielding
play by Highlander shortstop
Tyler Martis for the second out,
Folinusz bounced a ground-rule
double to right. Martis’ outstand-
ing defensive plays would also

extinguish Cougar rallies in the
fifth, sixth and eighth innings.

“He played a great game. Both
guys! The second baseman and

the shortstop played a great
game,” Cougar Head Coach Den-
nis McCaffrey said.

The Highlanders capitalized on
an error at second, a wild pitch
and a throwing error to score
three runs on one hit in the third

to grab a 5-1 lead. Garguilo
singled and scored on
DiFrancesco’s RBI single in the
fifth, but Aaron Smith doubled
and scored in the sixth to make
the score, 6-2.

“I made a few errors. I cost the

team two runs that one inning. I
made an error on a double play,
and I take responsibility for that,”
Garguilo said.

“We didn’t execute in situational
hitting early in the game. We had
a couple of chances to break it
open a little bit, but their guys
made a lot of nice plays. They
played a great defensive game.
It’s a credit to them. They won
the game,” Coach McCaffrey said.

The Cougars’ bats and base-
running skills came to life in the
seventh. Sean McGovern tapped
a leadoff single, Garguilo doubled
and Feeney walked to load the
bases. After a fly out to left,
Folinusz lined a two-run single to
center. The next batter struck
out, then the Cougars pulled off
a gutsy double steal that worked,
putting both runners in scoring
position. Tommy Trotter followed
with a two-run double to knot the
score.

“Every inning, every pitch, ev-
ery out we play. Fortunately it
worked, but unfortunately they
scored one more run than us,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

“We never give up. We had to
put four runs. We were confident
we were going to do it. That’s
what we did. We were expecting
it,” Garguilo said.

Cougar starting pitcher Kurt
Rutmayer, in his eight innings on
the mound, yielded three earned
runs, seven hits and four walks,
hit two batters and struck out
five. Alex Plick pitched in the
ninth, allowing one run on two
hits. Highlander starter Worswick
allowed 11 hits, walked three
and hit a batter, while fanning six
in seven innings. Reliever John
Schmedel yielded a hit and two
walks, while fanning three in two
innings.
Cranford 100 010 400 6
Gov. Livingston 203 001 001 7

COUGAR GARGUILO RAPS 3 HITS, SCORES 3 RUNS; FEENEY WHACKS 3 HITS, SCORES 1 RUN

Highlanders Plate 1 in Ninth, Sting Baseball Cougars, 7-6

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A BASE TOO FAR…Cougar Sean Feeney attempts to stretch a double into a triple in the third inning but fails as
Highlander Justin Ennis makes the tag. The Cougars dropped a 7-6 decision in nine innings.
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