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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘American Reunion’
No Pie for this Movie

1 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

“American Reunion,” another paltry
attempt to cash in on the raunch/nostal-
gia quotient set in motion by Jim
Levenstein (Jason Biggs) and pals in
“American Pie” (1999), is a typical
example of the one hit wonder that
spawns a successful franchise despite
itself. It is solely for diehards and others
who just can’t seem to get enough
grade B soft smut.

Save for a few funny scenes wherein
veteran Eugene Levy does his shtick as
Jim’s innocently candid dad, the only
thing to recommend this mishmash of
retreaded dirty jokes is the possibility
that it may jog some of your own fond
recollections. Drifting off to Memory
Lane as a form of self-preservation
assures you a far better entertainment.

Whether due to apathy or fear that
any cerebral upgrade might upset the
bottom line, it’s still too bad directors
Jon Hurwitz and Hayden Schlossberg
didn’t take the opportunity to say some-
thing perceptive about high school re-
unions. If folks are going to imbibe it
anyway, here’s a chance to slip in a
beneficial component...like adding io-
dine to salt.

I, for one, am all in favor of throwing
oneself, every decade or so, on the
sacrificial pyre that is the high school
reunion. It’s wonderfully cathartic,
oddly dizzying and strangely demo-
cratic to see that the nerd who made a
fortune for his cure of Dr. San
Fernando’s Rare Dancing Disease still
envies the former jock, even if he’s now
bald and out of work.

But what I really like best about the
ceremonial masochism, aside from the
just OK prime rib, is the absurd percep-
tion of you that some out-of-sight, out-
of-mind souls decide to share. Like, “I
was always amazed that you had a tuna
fish sandwich for lunch every day.”
First of all, I didn’t. Secondly, that’s
how you’ve defined me all these years?

However, I digress, which is my
modus operandi when the film in ques-
tion deserves just so many paragraphs.
So back to it, “American Reunion”
touches on the usual stuff of reunions
as it specifically relates to the clichéd
angst, fears and seemingly dashed
dreams of Jim and Co., none of whom
has made an attempt to outgrow his
sexual adolescence.

 In fact, they celebrate it. But while
such is often a key component in so-
called raunchy comedies, in the better
ones, like “The Hangover” (2009), a
transcendent, self-parody mixes with
some witty truths to legitimize it.
Whereas “American Reunion” is more
like the 7-year-old who has just learned

his first curse word and must repeat it
ad nauseam.

The opening scene, apparently just
nine jading years after “American Wed-
ding” (2003), depicts Jim and Michele
(Alyson Hannigan) as old marrieds
before their time. Now with toddler in
tow, the attraction that comprised their
compatibility has morphed into an
awkward discordance, exampled in a
slapstick series of sex-related embar-
rassments.

Oh, but they love each other, we are
assured. Otherwise this couldn’t be an
ultimately happy, vindicating traipse
through post-marital fantasy and flirta-
tion. Going down the line, each of that
old gang ‘o’ mine in town for the re-
union regales us with his or her specific
disgruntlement, inevitably connected
to some sexual and/or romantic woe.

Oz, played by Chris Klein, a sports-
caster who has recently won consider-
able notoriety for his near victory on a
dance show, has misgivings about the
trophy bimbo who features herself his
steady squeeze. When the girlfriend/
future doc that got away, portrayed by
Mena Suvari, shows up with her cardi-
ologist boyfriend, the old flame is
fanned.

In a taboo variation on that theme,
Thomas Ian Nicholas is Kevin, who,
for some reason or another, needs a
reencountering with a past heartthrob
to find out whether or not he loves his
wife. We can only hope such equivoca-
tion, a recurring theme in the film, is
just the result of a lazy writer and not an
accurate reflection of our current crop
of humans.

Veering somewhat from this syn-
drome, but not, heaven forbid, com-
pletely void of a sexual angle, Finch’s
(Eddie Kaye Thomas) story has more
to do with success and status. Arriving
on a motorcycle a la a new millennium
version of James Dean, we have no
reason to doubt his tales of worldly
adventure and spiritual
enlightenment…or do we?

On it goes, one trite vignette after the
next, purporting to wax significant about
reunion dynamics, yet barely able to
put across its little naughty joke. A few
moments capitalize on your own nos-
talgia. But like that classmate you oblit-
erated from your memory, and then on
reconvening quickly remember why,
“American Reunion” is an affair to
forget.

…
“American Reunion,” rated R, is a

Universal Pictures release directed by
Jon Hurwitz and Hayden Schlossberg
and stars Jason Biggs, Alyson Hannigan
and Chris Klein. Running time: 113
minutes

Diet And Cookbook Offers
One-Stop Weight Drop

WESTFIELD — New Jersey dieti-
tian Susan Greeley, MS, RD, com-
bines a new cookbook with her diet
that says you can and should have
your carbs and eat them too. Ms.
Greeley aims to get rid of implausible
diets and the myths that prevent long-
term weight loss and help consumers
help trim waistlines for life.

Ms. Greeley is proud to announce
the launch of her first book, “Lighten
Up!,” as the latest book in the popular
Cooking with Trader Joe’s Cookbook
series. The recipes are focused on
using fresh, healthy, convenient in-
gredients found at Trader Joe’s to cre-
ate delicious meals that help trim the
waistline without feeling deprived.
Recipes are easy to follow, do not
require a lot of time or prep – thanks to
Trader Joe’s – and are perfect for busy
families and individuals.

Additional features of Greeley’s
cookbook include: A “2-Week Chal-
lenge” to jump-start weight loss; The
5 Daily Diet Rules; A
guide to good carbs that
will curb cravings and
reduce belly fat; Easy
ways to boost metabo-
lism; Strategies for cook-
ing and eating healthier
despite a hectic lifestyle;
Photos and nutritional in-
formation for every
recipe. All ingredients
can be found at Trader
Joe’s.

Whether you choose
to do the “2-Week Challenge” or not,
this book offers great recipes and pho-
tos to please even finicky eaters. The
book also offers many gluten free and
vegetarian recipes as well.

The Trader Joe’s cookbook series is
published by Brown Bag Publishers,
LLC. Deana Gunn and Wona Miniati
started the company five years ago in
California when they began writing
cookbooks with gourmet shortcuts us-
ing Trader Joe’s. As the popularity of
their cookbooks soared, Gunn and
Miniati quickly expanded their cook-
book series by enlisting other authors
with expertise in specific topics.

Their search for a dietitian who
could combine a diet program with
Trader Joe’s led to their discovery of
Ms. Greeley and her good carb diet.
Ms. Gunn contacted Ms. Greeley
about the idea of writing a cookbook
featuring a lifestyle-friendly (i.e.,
doable) diet using Trader Joe’s foods
– something that was right up the
food expert’s alley.

“We were looking not only for
someone with the right credentials
to write a cookbook based on an
effective diet program, but also
someone with a sense of humor and

friendly cooking style,” says Deana
Gunn. “From our first conversation
with Susan, we knew we had the
right match.” A year later, Ms.
Greeley’’s diet and recipes are out in
print.

Susan Greeley is a registered di-
etitian of 17 years who has a nutri-
tion consulting practice in
Mountainside. She is on a mission to
improve Americans’ diets and help
individuals achieve optimal health
through good nutrition and lifestyle.
As the mother of four young boys,
Greeley understands the demands
of a busy lifestyle, yet she recog-
nizes the need to maintain a consis-
tent, nutritious diet. Having lived in
both Europe and South America,
she draws on a variety of cultures to
provide exciting, new combinations
of foods and flavors. Greeley takes a
simple, fun and light-hearted ap-
proach to cooking, food and life.
Greeley is a member of the Acad-

emy of Nutrition and Di-
etetics (formerly Ameri-
can Dietetic Associa-
tion), the Dietitians in
Integrative and Func-
tional Medicine (DIFM)
and Food and Culinary
Professionals (FCP) di-
etetic practice groups of
the Academy, and she
holds a Master of Sci-
ence Degree in Nutri-
tion Communication
from Tufts University in

Boston and a Bachelor of Science
degree in Dietetics from Miami Uni-
versity in Oxford, Ohio.

Greeley partnered with a friend
and fellow New Jersey resident Dan
Komoda to photograph all of the
recipes for the book. Mr. Komoda
has been working professionally in
the field of video and digital media
production as a producer, editor and
motion graphics artist since 1993
and more recently has started his
own photography business. “Lighten
Up!” is Dan’s first cookbook. He
shares his love of food with his wife
and two kids, and it is not unusual to
find him snapping shots of Sunday
dinner or of ingredients from the
local farmers market. His work can
be seen at
www.dankomodaphotography.com.

“Lighten Up!,” Ms. Greeley’s first
cookbook, is part of the popular
Cooking With Trader Joe’s Cook-
book series, which can be found on
Facebook and at www.cooktj.com.
You can follow Greeley on Facebook
(Susan Greeley’s Nutrition Network)
and Twitter @SusanCGreeley, or on
her homepage at
www.susangreeley.com.

Don’t Dress for Dinner Offers
A Case of Mistaken Identity
WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-

munity Players continues its 2011-
2012 season with the Marc
Camoletti comedy Don’t Dress for
Dinner. The show opens Saturday,
May 5, and runs weekends through
Saturday, May 19. The theater is
located at 1000 North Avenue West,
Westfield. Tickets are $20 and can
be reserved by calling the 24-hour
tape (908) 232-1221.

Don’t Dress for Dinner is a fre-
netic case of mistaken identity with
more twists than a corkscrew. When
Jacqueline decides to visit her
mother for a few days, her husband,
Bernard, sees an opportunity for a
cozy weekend with his new mis-
tress. His bachelor pal, Robert, calls
to announce his return from Hong
Kong, so Bernard invites him along
as his alibi, also hiring a Cordon
Blue level cook to cater a delicious
dinner.

When Jacqueline realizes Robert
is coming for a visit, everything
changes, and the high speed farce
begins! One impossible situation
leads to another as the hapless

friend, Robert finds himself the tar-
get of both amorous attention and
wrathful vengeance, while Bernard
tries desperately to salvage a scrap
of illicit bliss from the wreckage of
a weekend.

The show is directed by Linda
Correll, of Winfield Park, produced
by Sally Brown, of Westfield and
stage managed by Lynn Lampariello
of Springfield. The cast features
A.J. Liana, of Bayonne, Laura
Casey of Atlantic Highlands, Tim
McGovern of Cranford, Christine
Laydon of Bloomfield, Erica Flory
of Jersey City and Brian Remo of
South Plainfield.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are in-
vited to a reception with the cast
and crew immediately following the
final curtain.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

SUMMER WORKSHOPS…Serious art students in grades seven to nine will
have an opportunity to enroll in several exceptional art classes this year in the new
Fine Arts Program at the 2012 New Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Summer Workshop. Visit the website at www.NJWASummerWorkshop.com
to view, download or print the 2012 NJWA Summer Workshop brochure.

WRITERLY LIFE…Students at Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School re-
cently took to the stage in the Kapers musical production of Diary of a McKinley
Kid, a story that follows a year in the life of McKinley students through the
children’s writer’s notebooks, reflecting this year’s school theme of “Live A
Writerly Life.” Pictured here, third grade girls perform the musical number “It’s
a Sunshine Day.” Pictured, from left right, are: Danielle Ardente, Alexa Tsarsi,
McKenzie Waddell, Emma Ciullo, Katherine Wistner, Keri Jean and Lily
McGuire. The show was written, directed and choreographed by McKinley
parents Jackie Weiner and Jenny Tananbaum.

Popular Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Teacher Publishes Memoir

Education Foundation Of
Garwood Announces Dinner
GARWOOD — The Education

Foundation of Garwood (EFG), a
non-profit volunteer organization that
seeks to partner with the schools and
the community in the pursuit of edu-
cational excellence, has set Thurs-
day, April 26, as its next fund-raising
event.

The annual Appreciation Dinner,
which will be held at the Westwood
in Garwood, recognizes the accom-
plishments of the “Garwood Educa-
tor of the Year,” as well as the
“Garwood People Making a Differ-
ence” award. The “Making a Differ-
ence” award is given annually to
honor a person or persons from
Garwood who has represented the
borough in a positive way.

The EFG will honor the recipient
of the Garwood Educator of the Year,
Heather Linken. Mrs. Linken teaches
kindergarten in Lincoln School. She
is a former graduate of the Garwood
Public Schools. During her tenure
with the Garwood schools, she also
taught first grade and basic skills.
Additionally, she has coached the
girls’ softball team, directed the eighth
grade play and hosts the Annual PTA
Variety Show.

This year’s “People Making a Dif-
ference Award” will be given to John
Conlin and Angelo Alimonte, both
are lifelong devoted residents of
Garwood.

Mr. Conlin served on the Union
County Regional School Board for
35 years until 1987.

During his tenure, he served as
vice-president of the board and on
several committees. In his time on
the board, the regional district ex-
panded from one building to four. He
spent his career as an educator, first
as a teacher, eventually becoming
principal of Kumpf Middle School in
Clark, from where he eventually re-
tired.

Angelo Alimonte was employed at
Arthur L. Johnson Regional High
School where he served as a custo-
dian and bus driver. Mr. Alimonte
also served an unexpired term as a
councilman. He has volunteered in
many capacities for the Garwood
Little League, including field main-
tenance. He has been an active, long-
time member of the Lions Club.

Mr. Conlin and Mr. Alimonte are
frequent and vocal members at many
community meetings where they con-
tinue their civic duty.

EFG will use the proceeds from the
Appreciation Dinner to fund grant
programs benefiting Garwood’s pub-
lic schools and provide Garwood stu-
dents scholarships awards.

Tickets for the evening, which in-
cludes a buffet dinner, beer, wine and
music are available for $45 per per-
son, and are available for purchase
from the EFG Trustees or by calling
(908) 789-0331 ext. 1450. You may
also send contributions or direct in-
quiries to the EFG, c/o Lincoln
School, 400 Second Avenue
Garwood, N.J. 07027.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Drawing on
his experiences from over 50 years of
teaching, including nearly 40 years
at Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School, history teacher Joel Glazer
recently published a memoir about
his adventures in front of the class-
room.

The book, “It happened in my class-
room,” highlights Mr. Glazer’s use of
candor and creativity to address race,
cultural values, and other compli-
cated issues of our era, as well as the
roles of parents, principals, and un-
planned moments in the educational
experience.

“It happened in my classroom,”
received a glowing review in the
Union County edition of the New
Jersey Jewish News, which stated
that Mr. Glazer’s classes “are the
kind that students describe as life-
changing” and “he is remembered
for being engaging even as he taught
the tough stuff.”

To purchase a copy of the book, “It
happened in my classroom,” go to
www.lulu.com and type “Joel Glazer”

in the search box on the front of the
website.

Former students are welcome to
contact Mr. Glazer by visiting the
page “Students of Joel Glazer – past
and present” on Facebook.

NJIO to Present a Free
Concert ‘Longing for Home’
NEW PROVIDENCE — The New

Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra
(NJIO) will present a free concert
entitled “Longing for Home” on Sat-
urday, April 28, at 7:30 p.m. at New
Providence High School, 35 Pioneer
Drive, New Providence.

NJIO Music Director and Conduc-
tor, Farkhad Khudyev, has pro-
grammed a concert with the theme of
“Longing for Home”, featuring the
Mozart Clarinet Concerto in A Major
with special guest soloist William
Shadel. The symphony will also per-
form “Kadra’s Dance” by Sibelius,
“Sabre Dance” by Khachaturian and
the Dvorak Symphony No. 8 in G
Major.

The Intermezzo String Orchestra
under the baton of Gavin Davies will
perform works by Handel,
Mussorgsky, Franck and Peter War-
lock.

The Prelude String Ensemble under
the direction of Margaret Zufall Rob-
erts will perform prior to the concert.

Highly regarded up-and-coming
Conductor Farkhad Khudyev is con-
cluding his first season as Music Di-
rector and Conductor at the New Jer-
sey Intergenerational Orchestra. In a
recent interview, Mr. Khudyev was
quoted as saying, “Conducting has
always been something incredibly
special to me…Through this mystical
and beautiful art I felt I could commu-
nicate the best that great artists have
given us, while simultaneously bring-
ing my own inner world into the mu-
sic.”

The New Jersey Intergenerational
Orchestra was founded in 1994, and
has grown into one of New Jersey’s
shining stars. With three orchestras
and over 100 volunteer musicians from

various New Jersey communities, the
NJIO has successfully bridged the
generations through music. Members
have ranged in age from six to 93
years old.

NJIO promotes the idea that music
performance is beneficial to everyone
by providing three full orchestral con-
certs each season, as well as outreach
performances and special events in
the central New Jersey community.
Currently, NJIO is accepting applica-
tions for its annual concerto competi-
tion, the spring cello workshop and
the summer introduction to chamber
music program. Information about
these and other programs is available
on the NJIO website at www.njio.org.

This concert is free and open to the
public. Donations will be gratefully
accepted. New Providence High
School is handicap accessible.

For more information visit their
website at www.njio.org, email
info@njio.org or call (908) 603-7691.

This program is made possible in
part by funds from the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts/Department
of State, a Partner Agency of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts and by
funds from the National Endowment
for the Arts. Additional funding for
this concert was provided by a Union
County Board of Freeholders:
H.E.A.R.T. (History, Education, and
Arts Reaching Thousands) Grant and
The Summit Area Foundation. The
concert series was made possible
through the generous support of The
Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation,
Henkel of America, Inc., The Provi-
dent Bank Foundation, The Standish
Foundation, The Lillian P. Schenck
Trust Fund and Tokio Marine Man-
agement.

NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Ensemble
To Perform at the Crossroads

ROCK ON…The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Rockin’ Jazz Ensemble will
appear live at the Crossroads in Garwood on Saturday, April 28.

GARWOOD — The New Jersey
Worshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Rockin’ Jazz Ensemble will per-
form live at the Crossroads, 78
North Avenue, Garwood, on Satur-
day, April 28, from 4:45 to 6:45 pm.

The ensemble will be directed by
drummer Caryn Feder, who has
been a member of the group for 13
years. The jazz group, composed of
players of all ages, is noted for
playing jazz, rock, blues, pop,
Broadway, Latin and Dixieland
music. Among the many selections
for the evening are “Proud Mary,”
“Joy to the World,” “Sentimental
Journey,” “Sweet Caroline,” and
“The Twist.”

The ensemble received many ac-
colades for its performance at
Festifall and will play again for
Spring Fling on Sunday, May 6, in
downtown Westfield. They can be
seen at local street fairs, and are
available to play at community
events, private parties, and special
occasions.

Admission for the Crossroads per-
formance is $10 per person.

The Rockin’ Jazz Ensemble is
one of the performing ensembles of
the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield. Phone (908) 789-9696
for additional information or log on
to www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

SPECIAL VISIT…Westfield resident Pete Birle recently visited Tamaques
School to talk to his son’s class, as well as the rest of the third grade,  about writing,
revising and becoming a published author. Mr. Birle has written several books
for kids, most with a sports theme. Mr. Birle is pictured here with teacher Kristin
Hannon and her third-grade class.

“It happened in my classroom”


