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WF’S DEMERS DBLS, COUGAR WILLIAMSON FANS 10

No. 15 Baseball Cougars Rap
Westfield Blue Devil Nine, 9-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior pitching ace Ryan Williamson
struck out 10 Blue Devils, walked two
and allowed just three hits in five in-
nings, and his teammates were very
active with the “metal sticks” to give
the No. 15 Cranford High School base-
ball team a 9-1 victory over Westfield
in Westfield on April 10.

The 4-0 Cougars totaled 11 hits,
which included four doubles and a
pair of triples, while the 3-2 Blue
Devils finished with four hits. Cou-
gar Andrew DiFrancesco created a
lot of sparks with his “metal stick”
going 3-for-4 with a triple, double
and a single, while scoring three times
and adding two RBI.

Since last season when he finished
with a .450 batting average,

DiFrancesco has been reading op-
posing pitchers quite well.

“A couple looked like they were
changeups, but you just got to pick it
up out of their hands. It’s really like
going to war with the pitcher. It’s you
or him, and you always want to come
out on top,” DiFrancesco said.

Cougar Sean Feeney (2 RBI) went
2-for-4 with an RBI double. Chris
Folinusz had an RBI double, an in-
field single and scored once after
being hit-by-a-pitch. Williamson
tripled and scored, Tommy Trotter
rapped a two-run single, Eric Garguilo
singled and scored twice, and George
Georgodis had an RBI double.

Eric Demers had the Blue Devils’
only extra base hit when he doubled
off Williamson in the fifth inning and
scored on an error. Mike Ionta, Mike

Coletta and Matt Varakian each added
a single.

Williamson never yielded more
than one hit in an inning, and he
capped off his evening by fanning
four Blue Devils in the fifth inning.

“I was working them in-and-out. I
mostly threw all fastballs today. I wish
I could have gotten ahead on guys a
little more today. I should have gotten
a little more first-pitch strikes. All the
pull guys, I was working them outside
and other guys, I was jamming them
in,” Williamson said.

He was especially cautious with
the hitting abilities of Blue Devils
James O’Rourke and Varakian.

“They are very good players. I just
tried to pitch around them today,”
Williamson said.

SIRAGUSA LAUNCHES TOWERING HR, GOES 3-FOR-3

Cougars Use Long Ball, Stun
Softball Raiders in Five, 12-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Julie Siragusa has been
mostly known for her solid perfor-
mances on the mound; however, her
performances at the plate have been
striking, especially in the Cranford
Cougars’ 12-1, five-inning victory
over the visiting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team
on April 13.

Siragusa doubled twice, walked
and launched a towering homerun,
unlike any seen in a high school soft-
ball game, and scored on all four
plate appearances. On the mound,
she improved her team’s record and
her record to 6-1, scattering four hits
and hitting one batter. Siragusa only
had two strikeouts after three innings

but stepped it up and finished with
six.

“I pitched all right. I didn’t really
hit my spots like I wanted to. I didn’t
get as many strikeouts as I usually do.
I think I got only three or four today.
That’s really rare for me. But I have
great defense, so I don’t really worry
about it. I can have an off day things
will be fine, because I have someone
behind me to field everything,”
Siragusa said.

The Cougars totaled 11 hits, five
for extra bases. Shortstop Allison
Verrelli went 2-for-2 with a double
and three RBI while scoring twice.
Kerry Wischusen (2 runs scored)
rapped a pair of singles in her three
at-bats and Stephanie Bagniewski
drilled a two-run double, while Izzy

Acton and Julie Schott (run scored)
each punched an RBI single. Catcher
Melissa Moreno had an RBI and
scored twice. Maggie McKay singled
and Victoria Matlin scored once.

Amanda Schroder singled and
scored the Raiders’ only run. Kelly
Yeager, Amanda Marcus and Liz
Gallo each added a single. The Raid-
ers did manage to put the ball in play.

“I think we are coming along. The
score doesn’t always indicate it, but
there were some good things hap-
pening. I thought we put the ball in
play very nicely off a very good
pitcher. We are doing some really
good connections with two strikes,
so we are going to keep plugging
away. They are good kids. They like

THOMPSON TOPS RODGERS IN 1ST SINGLES BATTLE

Blue Devil Tennis Boys Defeat
Highly Improved Raiders, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A 5-0 team score does not neces-
sarily tell the whole story, especially
when it comes to the game of tennis
and neither does a team’s record,
depending on the level of the
schedule’s competition.

The Westfield High School boys
tennis team, with a 2-3 record, walked
onto LaGrande Courts in Fanwood
on April 11 to face a highly improved
Scotch Plains-Fanwood squad, sport-
ing a 5-0 record, and walked off with
a 5-0 victory although four of the five
matches were very competitive.

The majority of eyes were focused
on the battle at first singles where

Scott Thompson faced Raider fresh-
man standout Jeffrey Rodgers. The
two were the last to come off the
court and in the end, Thompson pulled
out a 7-6 (7-4), 6-3 victory.

“I don’t think I knew I had the set
at any point in time. I think he broke
me twice and I broke him twice. It
was a battle throughout the whole
first set, even throughout the second
set. Even though it was 6-3, every
game was close. Every game was a
fight,” Thompson explained.

The first set, especially, was filled
with emotional highs and lows for
both competitors.

“I feel like a turning point maybe
for the worst for me was I got up 2-1,

and I kind of let him back in. The type
of players that I am playing against at
first singles, you can’t let them back
into a match,” Thompson said. “It’s a
mental sport, so you got to pump
yourself up. I feel my net game was
strong throughout the match. I won a
lot of percentage when I came to the
net, so I need to focus on getting a
ball and trying to attack and get in to
the net and put the point away.

On long volleys, each competitor
had to decide when would be the best
time to go in for the kill.

“I think that it’s got to be a good
opportunity. It must be a short ball or
you see the guy turn around. And you
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PETERSON BANGS TWO TRIPLES, SCARENO FANS 11

Blue Devil Softball Girls Bury
Union H.S. Lady Farmers, 7-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First baseman Audrey Peterson
packed thunder in her bat, and pitcher
Elena Scarano struck out 11 batters,
while allowing just three hits and a
walk to lead the 6-1 Westfield High
School softball team to a 7-1 victory
over the Union Farmers in Union on
April 12.

Peterson (2-for-3, run scored,
walk), who bats fifth in the lineup,
belted a two-run triple to deep right
field in the first inning and added an
RBI triple to deep center in the sev-
enth inning.

“It comes from really watching the

other players first. I am fifth in the
lineup so I get to watch 1-2-3-4 all get
up there, and I get to know their
(pitchers’) style. It’s really just keep-
ing your eye on the ball the whole
time,” Peterson explained.

Peterson’s swing also seemed to be
effortless.

“Before the season, I spent a lot of
time in the batting cages, and it has
really helped, because you can change
the speed and stuff. Doing that before
the season really helps you know the
pitchers from the first pitch,” she said.

“She has been on fire for us all
season. She is not trying to do too
much. All she is trying to do is put the

ball in play, and it’s really worked
out. She never tries to kill it. Never
tries to hit it over anybody’s head,
just a nice smooth stroke and does
her job,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

The Blue Devils totaled eight hits,
and Cali Chambliss contributed a pair
of doubles and scored twice. Sara
Seitz, Julie Criscuolo, Natalie Tupper
and Aditi Jain each added a single
and scored a run, while Scarano
scored once.

The only extra base hit against
Scarano came off the bat of Nikki
Vendola in the fourth inning, but no

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO SWAY THE UMP…Blue Devil catcher Mike Ionta shows the ump the baseball as Cougar Sean Feeney, No.
20, slides home safely. The Cougars defeated the Blue Devils, 9-1, at Bob Brewster Sr. Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE THROW…Raider catcher Kelly Yeager awaits the throw as Cougar Allison Verrelli, No. 16, slides
home to score in the third inning. The Cougars defeated the Raiders, 12-1, at Adams Field in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROUNDING FIRST AND HEADING TO SECOND…Blue Devil Cali Chambliss rounds first base in the third inning and
heads to second for her first double against Union. Chambliss added her second double in the sixth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING A RETURN IN A TOUGH MATCH…Blue Devil junior Scott Thompson prepares to return the ball in his
match with Raider freshman Jeffrey Rodgers at first singles in Fanwood on April 11.

Pittsburgh Steeler Troy Polamalu
Birthday – April 19, 1981


