
Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 12 Thursday, April 19, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling
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RELAXING REUNION...In March, Kara McLane Burke, Lizzy Flanagan and
Laura Kocaj Callahan, all Westfield High School Class of 1988, traveled to Jost
Van Dyke, British Virgin Islands, where they enjoyed The Westfield Leader.  They
took the trip because old friends, a glorious catamaran and the spectacular
British Virgin Islands is a winning combination any day.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOME OPENER…The New York Yankees hosted the Los Angeles Angels on
April 13 at their first home game. The Yankees won 5-0.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN THE HOOD…The hoods of classic cars were up and engines on display at the
“Wheels and Wishes” car show and auction held Saturday at the Westfield
National Guard Armory to benefit Make-A-Wish New Jersey.

control expert at the U.S. State De-
partment. Prior to being elected to
Congress in 1998, he was assistant
director of the Princeton Plasma
Physics Laboratory, a research lab
for Princeton University.

 “Most people [in his district] would
tell you that I am not a detached repre-
sentative, I am very much engaged. I
am out in the towns. Whenever we are
not voting in Washington I’m some-
place in 44 towns (the new district will
comprise some 32 towns in four coun-
ties). That’s the way I approach it,” the
Congressman said during a phone in-
terview with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on Tuesday afternoon.

When asked what type of Demo-
crat he considers himself, he re-
sponded, “I am someone who is
more interested in evidence than
ideology.” As a scientist, he said he
“goes where the evidence points.”

Without mentioning the Repub-
lican majority in the House by name,
he commented, “I am concerned
that a lot of the political rhetoric (in
Washington) has been ‘your on your
own, you figure it out,’ which is
another way of saying ‘let’s have a
dog-eat-dog world.’ That’s not my
style.”

He said the nation got into “deep
economic trouble because there
were people wheeling and dealing
mortgage-based directives and other
things without any rules, without
any regulations…I think even they
(Wall Street) will now admit that an
economy works better with rules.”

 “The success of the United States
over the decades, over the centu-
ries, is because we’ve had an ever
growing middle class. It’s not true
that it is the wealthy that have pulled
this country up. It has been the
large, hardworking, innovative,
dedicated middle class that has dis-
tinguished America and that gets
the credit for our success,” Mr. Holt
stated.

Rep. Holt’s opponent, Mr. Beck,
owns his own risk management con-
sulting business. He said he is run-
ning because of his “sheer frustra-
tion watching the Obama Adminis-
tration struggle and try to create
jobs and get this economy back on
track.”

Calling himself a “student of eco-
nomics for a long time,” with a
M.B.A. in entrepreneurship and an
undergraduate degree in computer
science, also from Rutgers, Mr.
Beck said the Obama Administra-
tion “does not have a sound under-
standing of economics, in my opin-
ion.

“That, combined with the fact
that a lot of people are suffering out
on the employment lines. It is not
just the 8.2 percent…[there are]
close to four or five million people
who have left the workforce. And if
you add them in, you would see an
unemployment rate of close to 11
percent,” Mr. Beck stated during a
phone interview with The Times on
Friday.

“I don’t see the Obama Adminis-
tration trying to improve things,”
Mr. Beck said. “They continue to
harp on this idea that government
has to be in control of planning the
economy. That has never worked. It
is not going to work this time.”

He said he has “actually created
jobs” at his business, compared to
Mr. Holt ,“who talks a good game
about what he has done for the dis-
trict, but this district [wants] jobs
and he is not a job creator.”

Mr. Beck proposes a three-point
plan “to get entrepreneurship back
up and running in this country.” He
said the United States has between
600,000 to 700,000 new business
startups a year, which generate
around three million jobs.

“And that’s about what we need
to break even, to keep up with the
growing population,” Mr. Beck said.
“So if you want to address the prob-
lem of job creation, you have to
address the entrepreneurship. That
should be the focus.”

He also favors appealing and re-
placing “Obamacare,” which he said
would lead to a single-payer sys-
tem and health-care rationing, with
“value-based healthcare,” which he
described as a “market-based per-
form program.” The second part of
his plan is to lower corporate and
individual tax rates. Mr. Beck fa-
vors a 15-percent flat tax. He also
supports “the startup act,” proposed
by The Kaufman Foundation out of
Kansas City, Mo., to create new
business startups with a focus on
regulatory and tax policies and im-
migration reform.

By contrast, Rep. Holt supports
the national health care law.

“It had to be done. It’s not the end
all and be all. Nobody said it was,”
he said. “If the opposition would
stop saying ‘oh its terrible, the only
thing we can do is repeal it…we
could do what reasonable people
always do with legislation. See how
it is working and modify it here and
there so that it works best. And I’m
sure the healthcare bill will need
some tweaking.”

“What existed before that law
passed was unsustainable and un-
fair,” Mr. Holt said. “No insurance
company, whether as government-
run insurance company like Medi-
care or private-run insurance com-
pany like Aetna or Blue Cross…can
survive if you have 8-or-9 percent
growth in expenses. Clearly, that is
unsustainable. It’s also
unfair…because even people who
thought they had good health insur-
ance found out that they didn’t,”
while others can not find insurance
coverage because of preexisting
conditions.

Mr. Holt said insurance compa-
nies were collecting premiums but
only returning 75 percent of that
money to providing health care.
“The other 25 percent went to all
other sorts of things…executive
bonuses and corporate perks and so
forth,” Rep. Holt said.

Mr. Beck charged that Mr. Holt
“has voted with the President on
almost every issue.” “His (Holt) eco-
nomic point of view is one that is
extraordinary government-centric.
He is not mainstream. He is very
much to the left,” Mr. Beck stated.

Mr. Holt said he will wait until
the public is focused on the cam-
paign before engaging Mr. Beck,
although he does support having
debates with his opponent.
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Congressional District 12

municipal police departments.
Mayor Mahr indicated Scotch Plains

officials have concurred with a pro-
posed “governing structure” for a
merged department. However, Mayor
Mahr emphasized, “we need to get to
the numbers.”

To that end, the mayor said a meeting
is being planned between the financial
officers and police chiefs from both
towns, “to discuss more specifics” of
the budgetary aspects of a potential
merger.

Also Tuesday night, Mayor Mahr
administered the oath of office to two
new Fanwood police officers.
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Fanwood Council
Chief Richard Trigo said the new

officers, Thomas Chisolm and Ryan
Gilmore, were selected from a large
number of applicants to “fill two va-
cancies” created by the recent retire-
ments of two longtime veteran officers,
Tom Jedic and Joe O’Neil.

The governing body also approved a
resolution pertaining to safety-related
study work by the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation (NJDOT) along
South Avenue, given the ongoing rede-
velopment projects in this part of the
borough.

“Our crosswalks outside of major
intersections are basically non-exis-
tent,” Mayor Mahr said.

While the South Avenue study area
will stretch from Terrill Road to Hetfield
Avenue, it will particularly focus on the
increasingly busy part of the road be-
tween 2nd Street and the Chelsea com-
plex.

The mayor explained NJDOT staff
recently conducted a “site visit” to pre-
pare for a study covering traffic signal
timing, speed limit conformity, pos-
sible new pedestrian crossing signals
or improvements to existing signals,
and the potential for at least some park-
ing along parts of South Avenue.

During the proclamations portion of
Tuesday night’s meeting, Mayor Mahr
honored resident James Grover for his
longtime “commitment to
volunteerism” through his work with
TV-35, church activities and other com-
munity programs.

www.goleader.com

Cranford Residents Looking
To Rebuild After Irene

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township’s
zoning board of adjustment on Mon-
day approved two applications from
homeowners who have decided to
raise the height of their homes to
avoid future flood damage to their
first floor living space after flood-
waters from Hurricane Irene last
year destroyed their main living
areas.

One homeowner will actually
raise the foundation of his house,
and the other applicant will do away
with the first level of their split-
level home and fill their basement
in order to avert further major flood
damage. Both homes are located
near Nomahegan Park and the
Rahway River.

The zoning board has heard two
other applications seeking similar
variances. The zoning law currently
allows homes built up to 30 feet
high, and the two applications Mon-
day sought to build their homes to
32 feet in height.

Zoning Board Vice-Chairman
Jeffrey Pistol told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the township
council has been working on a reso-
lution to allow a maximum height
of 32 feet.

Applicant Robert Veca, of 11
Summit Road, in the R-1 Zone, was
approved for four variances to raise
his home four-and-a-half-feet above
the recent flood water level of the
dwelling. Mr. Veca said his home
had 18 inches of water on the first
floor as a result of Irene.

“I haven’t lived in my house since
Irene,” he said. He is living in a
rental home. He has decided to raise
his house using out-of-pocket ex-
penses, he said.

Part of his renovations include a
bay window, with a cantilever that
juts out an additional two feet into
the seven-foot encroachment from
the foundation into the setback. He
also added in a playroom that
bumped out the house two feet, as
well as a powder room and a laun-
dry room to the first floor.

“We had to destroy the old
porches, they were grandfathered
in [to the setbacks],” he said. His
home had a side porch and a front
porch, and to replace them re-
quire variances.

The front steps of the plan splay
out, which architect David Bailey
said is a “nice entry” and lends a
“better curb appeal.” The front steps
will encroach on the front yard set-
back eight-and-a-half feet.

“I give him credit for wanting to
stay there,” Planning Board Secre-
tary Barbara Ginsberg said.

Zoning Board member William
Montani said, “Considering…the
other encroachments, the margin
isn’t all that great considering this
huge undertaking as a result of
Irene.”

Mr. Pistol said, “The property is
a large property. I don’t think there
is any danger of crowding the area.
The house is a nice house and I
think it will be even nicer. … They
are taking the practical approach,
and are committing to Cranford. It
is a positive for the owners and a
positive for the neighborhood as
well.”

Unlike Mr. Veca, the second ap-
plication was not seeking to lift the
house, but to add height. Appli-
cants Jose and Mirian Rebelo, of 4
Richmond Avenue, in the R-3 Zone,
were approved to raise the height of
their home to 32 feet, two feet above
the current maximum requirement.
Mr. and Mrs. Rebelo have lived in
the township for 22 years. They had
six feet of water in their basement
during Hurricane Irene, and have
been living in the house with dam-
age to the walls and their kitchen

unusable. Their plans are to fill the
basement with dirt, with a cement
slab over top, as the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) requires, they told The
Times.

“In order for us to stay in
Cranford, it’s the only option we
have,” Mr. Rebelo said.

Currently the house is a split level,
and the plans are to eliminate the
current first floor that is split, and
add a third floor, making the sec-
ond and third floor a split level.

They plan to move all of the utili-
ties to the attic.

“We don’t have the heart to sell
it,” Mrs. Rebelo told The Times.

Neighbor Steve Gorski, of 9 Rich-
mond Avenue, came out in support
of their application. “We all experi-
enced the flood. What’s great about
what they are doing,” Mr. Gorski
said, is the applicants’ plans mirror
plans from a previous application
approved by the board, and as a
result “will bring some unity to the
neighborhood.”

“I think this is a very practical
approach to getting their house out
of the way of the water. I commend
them for what they are doing,” board
member John Mallon said in his
motion to approve the application.

Mr. Pistol said, “There was an
application next door that was very
similar to this, and the applicants
experienced a hardship with flood-
ing, and they are making the best of
the situation, they are recommitted
to the town…and this is a practical
approach.”

During the workshop meeting,
zoning board Vice-Chairman Pistol
said Investors Savings Bank has
pulled out of building on the site
next to the Rustic Mill Diner. The
bank owners had already dug a large
hole on the property. Previously
there was a gas station at the site.

The board’s April 23 meeting has
been cancelled, and the next meet-
ing is Monday, May 14.

people who also pay property
taxes,” he said.

Democratic Councilman Michael
Marcus called the 2012 spending
plan “a fair and reasonable budget
for our residents,” and said the coun-
cil had “made the effort to keep the
tax increase to a minimum.” Deputy
Mayor Mary DePaola cautioned on
looking at the sewer utility as a
“cash cow” for the municipal bud-
get. She said the council needed to
craft its budgets without resorting
to what she said were “political
gimmicks.”

The public hearing on the budget
was attended by former Township
Manager Chris Marion, who re-
turned two-and-a-half weeks after
his resignation to answer any ques-
tions about a budget he had been
heavily involved in preparing. Af-
ter the hearing and the council’s
vote to approve the budget, Mr.
Marion was lauded for his nearly
three years of service.

“You came here at a bad time,”
Mayor Malool told him, “and you
righted our ship.” Other members
thanked him for his service and for
his efforts after taking over the
administrator’s reins in June 2009.
In brief remarks, Mr. Marion, who
has since taken a position in Old
Bridge, thanked the council for “the
opportunity to serve” and said he
will “look back fondly” on his time
in Scotch Plains, which he called a
“great town.”
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Democrats For Change

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ABOVE FLOOD STAGE…An application by Jose and Mirian Rebelo of 4
Richmond Avenue was approved by the Cranford Zoning Board of Adjustment
on Monday night. They will raise the height of their home to 32 feet, two feet above
the current maximum requirement, after suffering severe flood damage caused
by Hurricane Irene.

GRATITUDE FOR GIFT…Westfield Memorial Library Director Phil Israel
presents a resolution, on behalf of the library’s board of trustees, to Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library Co-President Jody Lipson, thanking the Friends for
the group’s recent $15,000 donation to the library. See article on page 11.

held Tuesday and Wednesday, April 10
and April 11.

DFC attorney Frank Capece objected
to the limited time frame for voters to
respond to allegations of false or forged
signatures. Testimony was taken on
both days. By the end of April 11, Ms.
Rajoppi had rejected all three DFC
freeholder candidate petitions.

The next day, Thursday, April 12,
Mr. Capece filed a motion in court to
appeal Ms. Rajoppi’s decision. Mr.
Capece and the DFC objected to the
short time frame of the hearings, the
“badgering” of Ms. Rios, to whom
English is a second language, and the
arbitrary act of throwing out all three
petitions.

In his appeal, Mr. Capece cited a
letter sent to DFC freeholder candidate
Ms. Bercik, who is employed as a part-
time attorney for the county. The letter,
which is dated April 5, 2012, states:
“This is to inform you that your candi-
dacy is in violation of the Hatch Act,
which restricts persons employed by
the state, county, or by a municipal
agency, in programs financed by loans
or grants from the state or federal
government, to run for office in that
same jurisdiction. By Monday, April
9, 2012, you must withdraw your
candidacy, with written proof of
same, or submit a letter of resigna-
tion to the county manager with a
copy to me (Union County Clerk). If

I do not receive proof of your with-
drawal as a candidate or your resig-
nation by April 9, 2012, I will have
to suspend your employment, effec-
tive Monday, April 16, 2012.

Mr. Monteiro (DFC), a past eight-
year Elizabeth City councilman and
a former member of the Elizabeth
Board of Education, said Ms. Bercik
is a part-time county employee and
therefore not subject to the Hatch
Act.

“We have to jump through rings of
fire to get anything done around here,”
Mr. Monteiro told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in commenting on
DFC’s efforts to run candidates the past
few years.

Oral arguments on both sides, the
DFC, and the attorneys for the Regular
Democratic Party of Union County,
were heard by state Superior Court
Judge Lisa F. Chrystal on Monday. Mr.
Capece is representing DFC while the
Regular Democratic Party candidates’
attorney are Kraig Dowd and Robert
Renaud of Cranford.

Ms. Rajoppi told The Times that on
Monday, April 16, Judge Chrystal is-
sued a restraining order to her, bar-
ring the drawing of positions on the
Primary ballot until she has made a
decision on the matter, which was
expected today. Phone calls to Mr.
Barry and to Mr. Renaud were not
returned by press deadline.


