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Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLASSIC AUTOS…Attendees enjoy a day of looking at beautiful, classic cars at the “Wheels and Wishes” car show and
auction held Saturday at the Westfield National Guard Armory. A portion of every ticket sold was donated to Make-A-Wish
New Jersey.

Courtesy of Renee' Payami
SEA...Who is reading The Times? While visiting Grand Cayman, Jake, Briella
and Kapriana Payami of Scotch Plains toured the Cayman Island Turtle Farm.
It is an internationally renowned research and conservation center for sea turtles.
The interactive experience was fun and interesting — even for this turtle!

SP Mayor Malool Resigns to Take
State Government Post

HISTORY ON WHEELS…The Mountainside Restoration Committee held its
“History’s Wheels, the Third Circuit,” in Mountainside on April 15. “The
People’s Choice” award went to Jay Tabac’s elegant 1978 Rolls Royce. Here, left
to right, Don Jeka, event organizer, presents Mr. Tabac with the trophy. Proceeds
from the show help support the Hetfield House.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool announced on Tues-
day that she would resign from her
position early next month to take a
position in state government.

With what she said were “mixed
emotions,” the mayor read a state-
ment at the end of the township
council’s regular meeting announc-
ing her plans, which she said were
motivated by a desire to “put my
family first.” She said her new posi-
tion, as director of shared services in
the Department of Community Af-
fairs, was the third government posi-
tion she has been offered in the past

Nancy Malool

year. She turned down the first two
posts out of a desire, she said, to
finish her term as mayor
at the end of this year.

Last month, the town-
ship Republican Com-
mittee failed to endorse
Mrs. Malool for a sec-
ond term, instead back-
ing Deputy Mayor Mary
DePaola for mayor. Two
weeks ago, the mayor
said she would chal-
lenge Mrs. DePaola for
the nomination in the
June Primary Election.

On Tuesday, Mayor Malool said
her decision to resign was “not politi-

cally motivated; it was not to get me
out of this job or out of the election.”

She briefly listed sev-
eral achievements she
was most proud of dur-
ing her tenure, which
began on January 1,
2009, after more than
six years as a council
member. She singled out
the creation of the Spe-
cial Improvement Dis-
trict, her annual
Valentine’s Day dinner
for veterans and last
year’s 10-year anniver-

sary commemoration of the Septem-
ber 11, 2001 attacks. “It’s been a
great experience,” she said, saying
she believed she had “served with
conviction” during what she described
as “the most difficult economic times.”
She thanked township employees for
their “hard work and dedication to our
town,” and concluded by saying it had
been “an honor to serve the people of
Scotch Plains.”

Her council colleagues sat seem-
ingly stunned as the mayor read her
announcement, and then, one by one,
paid tribute to Mrs. Malool, with
Democratic Councilman Kevin
Glover, who will face Mrs. DePaola in
the mayoral race in November, telling
the mayor that she “brought a calming
civility to this community.” Mrs.
DePaola, saying she was “shocked”
by the announcement, thanked Mrs.
Malool for her service, while Coun-
cilman William Vastine lauded the
mayor’s “strong service to the town.”
Councilman Michael Marcus said the
mayor had “shown great commitment
to the town.”

Once the mayor’s seat officially is
vacated in early May, the township
Republican Committee will put forth
to the council three names to fill Mrs.
Malool’s seat and serve as mayor until
the mayoral election in November.
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the council will then have to approve
one of those names—one of which, he
said, could very well be that of Mrs.
DePaola. And with the remaining four
council members split evenly between
Democrats and Republicans, it is pos-
sible a deadlock could result.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET TALKS...The Fanwood Borough Council discusses the budget and the
merger of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Police Departments at its meeting on
Tuesday night.

Holt, Beck Comment on
Issues In Cong. Dist. 12 Race

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION —With the redrawing of
Congressional boundary lines start-
ing in January
2013, all but
1,000 Scotch
Plains residents
and all of
Fanwood have
been moved to
the twelfth Con-
gressional Dis-
trict, which
stretches from
Mercer County
to Union County.
Seven-term in-
cumbent Rep. Rush Holt, a Demo-
crat from Ewing Township in Mercer
County, who has represented the dis-
trict since 1999, is being challenged
this November by South Brunswick,

Middlesex County businessman Eric
Beck. Scotch Plains and Fanwood
have long been in the Seventh Dis-
trict, currently represented by Rep.
Leonard Lance (R).

Rep. Holt, who
has represented
the Twelfth Dis-
trict for a dozen
years, said the dis-
trict currently in-
cludes five coun-
ties from the
Delaware River to
the Atlantic
Ocean. The Con-
gressman, who
holds an under-

graduate degree in physics from
Carleton College and master’s and
doctorate degrees from New York
University, was once a nuclear arms

Rep. Rush Holt (D) Eric Beck (R)

SP Council Passes Budget
With $230,890 Tax Increase

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday gave final
approval to the 2012 municipal bud-
get of $23,594,546, an increase of
$103,465. A total of $15,774,203
will be raised in property taxes in
support of the budget, an increase
of $230,890 over last year.

For the average assessed home of
$121,800, that 1.96-percent increase
would mean a municipal property-tax
increase of $34, from $1,743 last year
to $1,777. The tax rate for municipal
government purposes will rise from
$1.431 per $100 of assessed value to
$1.459 this year.

The 5-0 vote to approve the
$23,594,546 spending plan expen-
ditures (including $1.3 million for
the township library, which will
have its own line item on tax bills)
was the council’s first unanimous
endorsement of a budget since 2006.
Democratic Councilman Kevin

Glover had voted against the an-
nual budgets since joining the coun-
cil in 2007, and his announcement
of support at Tuesday’s public hear-
ing prompted Mayor Nancy Malool
to laugh in almost mock disbelief.

The municipal portion of prop-
erty-tax bills this year is expected
to be about 16 percent of total prop-
erty taxes.

Mayor Malool termed it a “very
responsible budget,” and defended
the council’s 3-2 vote several weeks
ago to use $100,000 in surplus funds CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

from the local sewer utility as rev-
enue in the municipal budget in
what the mayor called a “symbolic”
move to lessen the tax rate hike by
a penny. Republican Councilman
William Vastine, however, criticized
the move, pointing out that “not
everyone who pays the sewer tax
pays property taxes,” specifically
charities, non-profit organizations,
schools and churches.

“The money they paid in sewer
fees is now being redistributed to

Fanwood Budget, Police
Merger Top Council Agenda

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at Tues-
day night’s regular meeting, had hoped
to put their previously introduced $8.8-
million 2012 municipal budget on the
books following a scheduled public
hearing.

However, the borough’s Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Fred Tomkins, said,
“We are not going to adopt the budget
tonight,” explaining that “the state is
behind [schedule] in reviewing” mu-
nicipal budgets.

The governing body still went ahead
with its advertised public hearing on
the budget, although there were no
public comments.

The spending plan calls for a slight

municipal tax increase of about one-
third of 1 percent, or about $7.67, for
the average assessed Fanwood home-
owner.

“We know our spending is
down…and our revenue is up from last
year,” said Mayor Mahr, but, she added,
“we’re still struggling with sewer fees”
and other costs that borough officials
have previously pointed to as beyond
local control.

Mayor Mahr indicated the budget
would be scheduled for final adoption
as soon as the state’s Division of Com-
munity Affairs reviews and approves it.

In other business, Mayor Mahr said
Fanwood and Scotch Plains are ready
to “move forward with the dialogue”
on the proposed merger of the two

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Dems for Change Challenge
Clerk For Rejecting Petitions

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION – Last Wednesday, April
11, Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi threw the Democrats For
Change’ (DFC) proposed slate of can-
didates off the June 5 Primary Elec-
tion ballot after questioning the au-
thenticity of signatures on their nomi-
nation petitions.

The DFC candidates are Ana Maria
Bercik, an attorney; Carlos Cedena,
an Elizabeth councilman, and Babe
Darlene Frazier, who is active in the
Democratic Party. This slate is sup-
porting Oscar Ocasio’s bid to run for
the mayor of Elizabeth against long-
term incumbent Chris Bollwage, and
challenging Freeholder incumbents Al
Mirabella of Fanwood and Mohamed
Jalloh of Roselle, and attorney Bruce
Bergen of Springfield, who are run-
ning on the regular Democrats of
Union County ticket in place of retir-
ing Freeholder Deborah Scanlon.

According to legal briefs, the peti-
tion is required to have 100 valid
signatures of county voters of the ap-
propriate party. The petitions must be
verified by oath, or other affirmation,
by one or more of the signers. The
circulator must verify, under oath, that
each signer is a member of that party,
and has signed his or her own name.
Furthermore, the circulator must verify
that the petition is prepared in good
faith for the purpose of endorsing the
candidates named on the petition.

The clerk is required to certify the
ballot by no later than the close of

business day of the 53rd day prior to the
date of the Primary Election (June 5).
The clerk also is required to draw for
ballot position by 3 p.m. on that 53rd
day prior to the Primary election. Ob-
jections to the petitions must be filed
with the clerk no later than the fourth
day after the last day for filing petitions.
This year that day was April 9.

According to legal briefs, Ms.
Rajoppi defended her decision by con-
tending that the petition by the DFC
contained 71 invalid signatures and the
names of invalid voters. She said that
some of the signatures belonged to
Republicans and the petition contained
duplicate names and fraudulent signa-
tures. She further said that one of the
persons circulating the petitions, Fabiola
Rios of Elizabeth, was not credible.
Union County Counsel Robert Barry
advised her in her decision.

She also has relied on the testimony
of Dennis Kobitz, an administrator for
the Union County Board of Elections,
who said that 13 signatures were in-
valid, and that a number of the signa-
tures seemed to be submitted by the
same person. She also relied on Lisa
Hugelmayer, the clerk of the Union
County Board of Elections.

Petitions were supposed to be filed
by April 6 in order to be on the ballot.
However, because of the Good Friday
holiday, the deadline was extended to
Monday, April 9. By 4 p.m. Monday,
the county clerk notified DFC Cam-
paign Manager Tony Montiero that a
challenge had been filed. Hearings were


