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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Photo courtesy of Sandra Higgins
RELAXING REUNION...In March, Kara McLane Burke, Lizzy Flanagan and
Laura Kocaj Callahan, Westfield High School Class of 1988, traveled to Jost Van
Dyke, British Virgin Islands.  They took the trip because old friends, a glorious
catamaran, and the spectacular British Virgin Islands is a winning combination
any day.

GRATITUDE FOR GIFT…Westfield Memorial Library Director Phil Israel
presents a resolution, on behalf of the library’s board of trustees, to Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library Co-President Jody Lipson, thanking the Friends for
the group’s recent $15,000 donation to the library. See article on page 11.

result of Irene.
“I haven’t lived in my house since

Irene,” he said. He is living in a rental
home. He has decided to raise his house
using out-of-pocket expenses, he said.

Part of his renovations include a bay
window, with a cantilever that juts out
an additional two feet into the seven-
foot encroachment from the founda-
tion into the setback. He also added in
a playroom that bumped out the house
two feet, as well as a powder room and
a laundry room to the first floor.

“We had to destroy the old porches;
they were grandfathered in [to the set-
backs],” he said. His home had a side
porch and a front porch, and replacing
them requires variances.

The front steps of the plan splay out,
which architect David Bailey said is a
“nice entry” and lends a “better curb
appeal.” The front steps will encroach
on the front-yard setback eight-and-a-
half feet.

“I give him credit for wanting to stay
there,” Planning Board Secretary Bar-
bara Ginsberg said.

Zoning Board member William
Montani said, “Considering…the other
encroachments, the margin isn’t all that
great, considering this huge undertak-
ing as a result of Irene.”

Mr. Pistol said, “The property is a
large property. I don’t think there is any
danger of crowding the area. The house
is a nice house and I think it will be even
nicer. … They are taking the practical
approach, and are committing to
Cranford. It is a positive for the owners
and a positive for the neighborhood as
well.”

Unlike Mr. Veca, the second appli-
cation was not seeking to lift the
house, but to add height. Applicants
Jose and Mirian Rebelo, of 4 Rich-
mond Avenue, in the R-3 Zone, were
approved to raise the height of their
home to 32 feet, two feet above the
current maximum requirement. Mr.
and Mrs. Rebelo have lived in the
township for 22 years. They had six
feet of water in their basement during
Hurricane Irene, and have been liv-

ing in the house with damage to the
walls and with their kitchen unus-
able. Their plans are to fill the base-
ment with dirt, with a cement slab
over the top, as the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA)
requires, they told The Leader.

“In order for us to stay in Cranford,
it’s the only option we have,” Mr.
Rebelo said.

Currently the house is a split level,
and the plans are to eliminate the
current first floor that is split, and add
a third floor, making the second and
third floor a split level.

They plan to move all of the utili-
ties to the attic.

“We don’t have the heart to sell it,”
Mrs. Rebelo told The Leader.

Neighbor Steve Gorski, of 9 Rich-
mond Avenue, came out in support of
their application. “We all experienced
the flood. What’s great about what
they are doing,” Mr. Gorski said, is
the applicants’ plans mirror plans
from a previous application approved
by the board, and as a result “will
bring some unity to the neighbor-
hood.”

“I think this is a very practical
approach to getting their house out of
the way of the water. I commend
them for what they are doing,” board
member John Mallon said in his
motion to approve the application.

Mr. Pistol said, “There was an appli-
cation next door that was very similar
to this, and the applicants experienced
a hardship with flooding, and they are
making the best of the situation, they
are recommitted to the town…and this
is a practical approach.”

During the workshop meeting,
Zoning Board Vice-Chairman Pistol
said Investors Savings Bank has
pulled out of building on the site next
to the Rustic Mill Diner. The bank
owners had already dug a large hole
on the property. Previously, there was
a gas station at the site.

The board’s April 23 meeting has
been cancelled, and the next meeting is
Monday, May 14.
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Cranford Board of Adj.

Courtesy of Renee' Payami
SEA...Who is reading The Times? While visiting Grand Cayman, Jake, Briella
and Kapriana Payami of Scotch Plains toured the Cayman Island Turtle Farm.
It is an internationally renowned research and conservation center for sea turtles.
The interactive experience was fun and interesting — even for this turtle!

Town, Historical Society Renegotiate
Reeve House Lease

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society continues to renegotiate
its lease agreement with the town, as it
makes its transition to its new home on
Mountain Avenue.

In an April 8, 2004 The Westfield
Leader editorial, former Westfield His-
torical Society President Don Mokrauer
said, “With apologies to Voltaire, I main-
tain that if a permanent home for the
Westfield Historical Society did not ex-
ist, it would be necessary to invent one.”

The Reeve House, at 314 Mountain
Avenue, is an 1875 Victorian dwelling
that William Edgar Reeve’s sons, Edgar
and Ralph, ceded to Westfield in 1985.

The Historical Society acquired the
Reeve House to serve as a History and
Cultural Center, with public access to the
archive collection. The society conducted
extensive fundraising to refurbish the
house and construct a new archive build-
ing, which would function as an adjoin-
ing carriage house.

Historical Society Curator Stan Lipson
said the current lease stipulated that the
society was to raise $1.8 million – $1.2
million for the house’s restoration and
$600,000 for the archive building. The
group raised sufficient funds for the res-
toration, but once the economy soured
after 2008, it struggled to raise the addi-
tional $600,000.

“From a technical, legal point of view,
the Historical Society is not in compli-
ance with the lease,” Mr. Lipson said.
“We can’t go back and raise the funds by
the deadline, which has already passed;
they would like to bring us into compli-
ance …so the easiest way out was to
renegotiate the lease, and I think every-
one is working towards that goal, but
these things take time.”

Town Administrator Jim Gildea could
not elaborate on the negotiations, which
are taking place in executive session, but
he did offer an e-mail statement.

“We are currently in lease [negotia-
tions] with the Westfield Historical Soci-
ety, which we expect to wrap up fairly
soon,” he wrote. “They still have a cur-
rent lease agreement with the town, and
they continue to work to restore the prop-
erty and to very shortly open the doors to
the public to learn about the history of
Westfield through tours and exhibits.”

Mr. Lipson’s role includes managing,
caring for and documenting the collec-
tions, as well as helping to answer the
public’s research-based questions.

He said “dramatic progress” has been
made both in moving a significant por-
tion of documents into archival-storage
boxes and indexing the collections. How-

ever, at present, he is “running back and
forth” between the house and the admin-
istration building on Elm Street, where
archives are stored at present.

“I’m looking forward to the day when
we have an archives building there, and
all our artifacts can be stored at the
adjacent building,” he said.

Only small groups, such as Cub
Scouts, have taken tours of the house
while construction is in process. Cur-
rently, Mr. Lipson said, the Society is
tackling “the nitty-gritty details” such
as posting evacuation plans and signage,
and placing fire extinguishers in every
room.

Karrie Hanson, the Historical
Society’s Building Committee chair-
woman, touted the work of volunteers,
who renovated a house that was in “ter-
rible shape” at the outset. Now, she said,
it is fully compliant – with exit mark-
ings, etc. – along with updated plumb-
ing and electrical work.

“I want to express my gratefulness.
The generosity of people in Westfield
needs to be remarked upon,” she said.

She said the original idea was for the
home to house the archives and serve as
a museum. “However,” she said, “It
would have resulted in destroying the
interior of the house. In the end, a two-
structure solution was better. Visually,
the home is what you would have seen at
the turn of the century.”

Before entering, visitors will notice
the restored original porch, complete
with ornate decorative lattice work. Once
through the doors, guests will be greeted
by a curved wall, with all-original mold-
ing, in the front entrance. She said the
society strove to retain the home’s “inte-
rior integrity,” down to its acoustic prop-
erties.

Considering all the effort that went
into getting this far, she said, “I don’t
feel frustrated that we’re not further
[along]…I did not expect to see the
archive building going up right now.”

She said after the Society gets “settled
and organized,” it can fully welcome the
public to its rotating exhibits. The next
phase, she said, will involve a separate
fundraiser for the carriage house.

“There’s a lot of planning,” she said.
“Once we launch that process again,
we’ll have to go through the same proce-
dures, so I’m expecting that it’ll be a
relatively long-term process because you
need two active committees working
side-by-side going out and raising the
money. But I think right now, the feel-
ing is that we need to get used to being
in the space and figure out how best to
welcome the public to the new head-
quarters.”

SP Mayor Nancy Malool Resigns to
Take State Government Post

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool announced on
Tuesday that she would resign from her
position early next month to take a posi-
tion in state government.

With what she said were “mixed emo-
tions,” the mayor read a statement at the
end of the township council’s regular
meeting announcing her
plans, which she said were
motivated by a desire to
“put my family first.” She
said her new position, as
director of shared services
in the Department of Com-
munity Affairs, was the
third government position
she has been offered in the
past year. She turned down
the first two posts out of a
desire, she said, to finish
her term as mayor at the
end of this year.

Last month, the township Republican
Committee failed to endorse Mrs. Malool
for a second term, instead backing Deputy
Mayor Mary DePaola for mayor. Two
weeks ago, the mayor said she would
challenge Mrs. DePaola for the nomina-
tion in the June Primary Election.

On Tuesday, Mayor Malool said her
decision to resign was “not politically
motivated; it was not to get me out of this
job or out of the election.”

She briefly listed several achievements
she was most proud of during her tenure,
which began on January 1, 2009, after
more than six years as a council member.
She singled out the creation of the Spe-
cial Improvement District, her annual
Valentine’s Day dinner for veterans and
last year’s 10-year anniversary com-

memoration of to the September 11, 2001
attacks. “It’s been a great experience,”
she said, saying she believed she had
“served with conviction” during what
she described as “the most difficult eco-
nomic times.” She thanked township em-
ployees for their “hard work and dedica-
tion to our town,” and concluded by
saying it had been “an honor to serve the
people of Scotch Plains.”

Her council colleagues
sat seemingly stunned as
the mayor read her an-
nouncement, and then, one
by one, paid tribute to Mrs.
Malool, with Democratic
Councilman Kevin Glover,
who will face Mrs. DePaola
in the mayoral race in No-
vember, telling the mayor
that she “brought a calming
civility to this community.”
Mrs. DePaola, saying she
was “shocked” by the an-
nouncement, thanked Mrs.

Malool for her service while Councilman
William Vastine lauded the mayor’s
“strong service to the town.” Councilman
Michael Marcus said the mayor had
“shown great commitment to the town.”

Once the mayor’s seat officially is
vacated in early May, the township Re-
publican Committee will put forth to the
council three names to fill Mrs. Malool’s
seat and serve as mayor until the mayoral
election in November. Township Attor-
ney Jeffrey Lehrer told The Westfield
Leader that the council will then have to
approve one of those names—one of
which, he said, could very well be that of
Mrs. DePaola. And with the remaining
four council members split evenly be-
tween Democrats and Republicans, it is
possible a deadlock could result.

Nancy Malool

federal dollars from this increase will
be used to “kick start” the healthcare
act in 2013.

“Lance voted to fund Obamacare,”
Mr. Larsen charged, noting that he is
opposed to the new law now being
challenged in a case before the United
States Supreme Court.

“The charge is ridiculous,” Mr.
Lance said. “I opposed Obamacare,
voted against it, have voted for its
complete repeal, (and) have voted, I
believe, 26 times” against all or por-
tions of the Affordability Act.

Rep. Lance said he voted to raise
the debt ceiling “because I believe
it’s fundamental that America pay its
bills and pay its bills on time.” He
said last summer’s debt ceiling legis-
lation “cuts spending more than it
increases the debt ceiling” so the
federal government can pay bills for
such things as Social Security and
Medicare benefits and paychecks for
U.S. troops in the field. “I do not
favor default on our obligations,” Rep.
Lance added.

“Mr. Larsen has had great diffi-
culty in the past in paying his prop-
erty taxes so it doesn’t surprise me
that he doesn’t necessarily favor pay-
ing the bills of the United States on
time,” the Congressman added.

Mr. Larsen, who owns and oper-
ates a family-owned window and door
company, listed jobs and the economy
and the nation’s $15.7-trillion debt as
top campaign issues.

“We need to make a business-
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GOP Primary
friendly atmosphere in the State of
New Jersey and throughout this great
country,” Mr. Larsen said. He said
reducing regulations and federal cor-
porate taxes would create more busi-
ness volume thus resulting in more
new businesses and jobs.

Looking at the General Election,
Mr. Lance also criticized Assembly-
man Chivukula for not living in the
Seventh Congressional District. “He
has indicated he has no intention of
moving into the Congressional Dis-
trict before the election,” the Con-
gressman charged. “Let me say I
would never run in a Congressional
District where I did not live.”

Repeated efforts to arrange a phone
interview for this article with Assem-
blyman Chivukula were unsuccess-
ful. Mr. Chivukula has served in the
Assembly since 2002 and is a former
member of the Franklin Township
Council, serving as mayor in 2000.
He holds undergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees in electrical engineering
from Guindy’s Engineering College
in Chennai, India, and City College
of New York, respectively. He is a
consultant with Rangam Consultants,
Inc.

The lawmaker serves as chairman
of the Assembly Telecommunications
and Utilities Committee and as vice-
chairman of the Homeland Security
and State Preparedness Committee.
He also serves on the Transportation
Public Works and Independent Au-
thorities Committee.

the petition.
The clerk is required to certify the

ballot by no later than the close of
business day of the 53rd day prior to
the date of the Primary Election (June
5). The clerk also is required to draw
for ballot position by 3 p.m. on that
53rd day prior to the Primary elec-
tion. Objections to the petitions must
be filed with the clerk no later than
the fourth day after the last day for
filing petitions. This year that day
was April 9.

According to legal briefs, Ms.
Rajoppi defended her decision by
contending that the petition by the
DFC contained 71 invalid signatures
and the names of invalid voters. She
said that some of the signatures be-
longed to Republicans and the peti-
tion contained duplicate names and
fraudulent signatures. She further said
that one of the persons circulating the
petitions, Fabiola Rios of Elizabeth,
was not credible. Union County
Counsel Robert Barry advised her in
her decision.

She also has relied on the testi-
mony of Dennis Kobitz, an adminis-
trator for the Union County Board of
Elections, who said that 13 signa-
tures were invalid, and that a number
of the signatures seemed to be sub-
mitted by the same person. She also
relied on Lisa Hugelmayer, the clerk
of the Union County Board of Elec-
tions.

Petitions were supposed to be filed
by April 6 in order to be on the ballot.
However, because of the Good Fri-
day holiday, the deadline was ex-
tended to Monday, April 9. By 4 p.m.
Monday, the county clerk notified
DFC Campaign Manager Tony
Montiero that a challenge had been
filed. Hearings were held Tuesday
and Wednesday, April 10 and April
11.

DFC attorney Frank Capece ob-
jected to the limited time frame for
voters to respond to allegations of
false or forged signatures. Testimony
was taken on both days. By the end of
April 11, Ms. Rajoppi had rejected
all three DFC freeholder candidate
petitions.

The next day, Thursday, April 12,
Mr. Capece filed a motion in court to
appeal Ms. Rajoppi’s decision. Mr.
Capece and the DFC objected to the
short time frame of the hearings, the
“badgering” of Ms. Rios, to whom
English is a second language, and the
arbitrary act of throwing out all three
petitions.

In his appeal, Mr. Capece cited a
letter sent to DFC freeholder candi-
date Ms. Bercik, who is employed as
a part-time attorney for the county.
The letter, which is dated April 5,
2012, states: “This is to inform you
that your candidacy is in violation of
the Hatch Act, which restricts per-
sons employed by the state, county,
or by a municipal agency, in pro-
grams financed by loans or grants
from the state or federal government,
to run for office in that same jurisdic-
tion. By Monday, April 9, 2012, you
must withdraw your candidacy, with
written proof of same, or submit a
letter of resignation to the county
manager with a copy to me (Union
County Clerk). If I do not receive
proof of your withdrawal as a candi-
date or your resignation by April 9,
2012, I will have to suspend your
employment, effective Monday, April
16, 2012.

Mr. Monteiro (DFC), a past eight-
year Elizabeth City councilman and
a former member of the Elizabeth
Board of Education, said Ms. Bercik
is a part-time county employee and
therefore not subject to the Hatch
Act.

“We have to jump through rings of
fire to get anything done around here,”
Mr. Monteiro told The Westfield
Leader in commenting on DFC’s ef-

forts to run candidates the past few
years.

Oral arguments on both sides, the
DFC, and the attorneys for the Regu-
lar Democratic Party of Union
County, were heard by state Superior
Court Judge Lisa F. Chrystal on Mon-
day. Mr. Capece is representing DFC
while the Regular Democratic Party
candidates’ attorney are Kraig Dowd
and Robert Renaud of Cranford.

Ms. Rajoppi told The Leader that
on Monday, April 16, Judge Chrystal
issued a restraining order to her, bar-
ring the drawing of positions on the
Primary ballot until she has made a
decision on the matter, which was
expected today. Phone calls to Mr.
Barry and to Mr. Renaud were not
returned by press deadline.
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Dems for Change

nounced that he has chosen to at-
tend Rutgers University in the fall
by donning a Rutgers cap.

During the public portion of the
meeting residents for Mountainside
and Springfield who live near the
new Triboro Spots Complex com-
mented on the complex.

Lino Seconoli, of Charles Street,
said, “I don’t understand how you
cannot be concerned about envi-
ronmental issues here such as water
runoff, and traffic night and day.
It’s got to be about the money, we
don’t need this. If the Postmaster is
concerned about the safety of his
employees, I’m concerned about
my kids.”

Richard Blecker of Briarhill
Circle in neighboring Springfield
asked the council, “Do you really
want it (the Triboro Sports Com-
plex) there? That complex is 80,000
square feet.”

“All that talk about statistics and
cars is being understated at Briarhill
Circle and Sheffield Street. It’s go-
ing to be a bottleneck there,” Mr.
Blecker added. “No facility should
be on the top of everything. You are
more interested in a ratable than
residents.”

 “Is this what we expect of our
officials? It’s a bad thing to do to
people who have worked hard all
their lives, and done the right thing.
Their property will be devalued,”
Mr. Blecker said.

Borough Attorney John Post as-
sured Mr. Blecker that the proper
procedures were followed in regard
to the Triboro Sport Complex, and
that the amendment to the borough’s
land use ordinance was in keeping
with the 2009 Master Plan.

Council President Keith Turner
told Mr. Blecker, “I’ve served on
the zoning board for five years and
on the council for 21 years. I assure
you that everything to do with this
subject is above board.”

The amendment was adopted
unanimously.

The council also adopted its 2012
municipal budget totaling
$11,464,304, with $7,569,933 to be
raised in local taxes for an average
household increase of $113.84.

“It’s the lowest tax increase in the
last few years,” Financial Officer Jill
Good told The Westfield Leader.
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