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CRANFORD – Township residents
will have another opportunity to
provide input on the proposed 2012
municipal budget next week as the
township committee continues to
seek ways to cut expenditures and
lower what is now a proposed 4-
percent increase in the municipal
portion of local property-tax bills.
The $33.7-million spending plan
was introduced two weeks ago, but
a formal public hearing and vote
will not occur until June to allow the
governing body time to make
changes and to await final state aid
figures.

At the township committee’s regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins said the fi-
nance subcommittee, which he
heads, was inviting residents to
speak with him at a public hearing
to be held on Tuesday, April 17,
from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 108 at the
municipal building. A similar ses-
sion was held last week.

In other business at Tuesday’s
meeting, the committee approved
an amendment to a proposed ordi-
nance regulating the feeding of
wildlife on public and private prop-
erty. Two weeks ago, the commit-
tee put off final action on the ordi-
nance after concerns were raised
about the scope of the proposed
restrictions, with some residents
worrying that even the feeding of
birds would result in penalties. On
Tuesday, the committee, by a 4-to-
1 vote, approved the amendment
that Commissioner Lisa Adubato
Nesi said would provide more clari-
fication on what is and is not per-
mitted.

“You can feed the birds,” she
said, “as long as it doesn’t create an
unreasonable disturbance,” such
as causing excessive droppings in
an area or attracting rodents. She
said bird feeders, if they are used,
must be at least four feet above the

ground. The penalties for violating
the ordinance also will be lessened,
with a first offense resulting in a
written warning instead of a fine.
Commissioner Edward O’Malley
voted against the amendment,
maintaining that its language was
still vague regarding the feeding of
birds. The final vote on the ordi-
nance will be held on Tuesday, May
8.

The budget for the Downtown
Management Corp. was introduced
on Tuesday. The $150,909 spend-
ing plan will be financed by an
assessment of 20 cents per $100 of
assessed value, an increase of one-
half cent from last year. The pro-
posed budget is $7,309 higher than
last year’s, according to Deputy
Mayor Kalnins, who said the in-
crease was due to higher expendi-
tures for maintenance and improve-
ment purposes. The public hearing
will be held on Tuesday, May 8.

Commissioner O’Malley an-
nounced that the annual river
cleanup would take place on Satur-
day, April 21. With a good deal of
debris from Hurricane Irene still
present in the river, he urged resi-
dents to take part because “we’ll
need a lot of hands for this.” Com-
missioner Kevin Campbell also put
in a word for the event, saying that
last August’s storm “probably
washed half of Essex County into
our town.”

At the start of the meeting, Girl
Scout Troop No. 40951 led the flag
salute. Mayor David Robinson pre-
sented resolutions of congratula-
tions to four newly minted Eagle
Scouts, including Kieran Grant,
Kevin Strotz, Matthew Van Pelt and
Edward Guillen. He also issued a
proclamation declaring April as
Alcohol Awareness Month. And
he announced that Governor
Chris Christie had presented the
municipality with an American
flag that had flown over the new
World Trade Center tower on
September 11, 2011.
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GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil adopted a $7,160,257 munici-
pal budget with $5,415,039 to be
raised in taxes in a 5-1 vote Tues-
day night. Councilman Jim Mathieu
was the sole dissenter. The tax
levy is almost $200,000 over last
year’s tax levy, which was
$5,217,055. The levy is $46,368
under the 2 percent mandated tax
levy cap. Homeowners will see a
municipal tax hike of $105 per
$100,000 of assessed value. The
average assessed home in
Garwood is $103,000.

Tom Pedas, a resident and condo
owner at the newly built The Pointe
condominium complex on North
Avenue, said residents at The
Pointe pay double the average
taxes in the borough, which he
said equated to about $6,000 to
$7,000.

“I feel I have been taken advan-
tage of by the builder and the
Garwood Council,” he said. The
borough is fighting a lawsuit by
The Pointe about paying for snow
removal and other related fees
incurred at the property. “Lower
our taxes and let us pay our own
fees,” Mr. Pedas said.

Resident Bruce Paterson once
again brought up Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli’s health benefits of
$24,266 this year. Mr. Petruzzelli
pays approximately $250 toward
his family health plan and $600
for dental insurance annually.

“I think that’s obscene,” Mr.
Paterson said of how much the
taxpayer fronts for Mr. Petruzzelli’s
benefits. Mr. Petruzzelli is the only
person on council to receive ben-
efits and has been grandfathered
under state law to receive medical
benefits from the borough.

Mr. Petruzzelli told The Westfield
Leader Mr. Paterson has called
him “numerous times” threaten-
ing of recalling his position.

“The Garwood Police Department
listened to the voice mails and
deemed them as threatening and

harassment,” Mr. Petruzzelli said.
When asked if he would con-

sider contributing more toward
his health benefits, Mr. Petruzzelli
replied, “I am not doing anything
illegal that would make me pay
anything more than what the law
says, which is 1.5 percent of the
$1,500 because that is the salary,
or the stipend of a councilperson
here in Garwood.”

“The mayor has not sat down
with me at all to go through it,” he
said. Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
told The Leader, “He should step
up to the plate. He should volun-
tarily do it.”

The budget includes a 2 percent
raise for the Recreation Director
Kathleen Pender, who receives a
salary of about $7,000 per year.
The council’s Finance Committee
Chairwoman, Sara Todisco, said
the Recreation Commission asked
for a 3 percent raise. She also said
the Recreation Commission asked
for a $4,000 increase in its bud-
get, but the budget Councilwoman
Todisco and the finance commit-
tee presented shows a $2,000
increase.

Ms. Todisco said the commis-
sion has indicated they need more
counselors for summer recreation
due to increased participation and
because the commission is run-
ning more events. In addition, the
recreation director has a cell
phone, which is used as a hotline
and is a budget item.

“We met them halfway on this,”
Ms. Todisco said.

“In this climate…you gave a 2
percent raise?” asked Mr. Pater-
son.

Borough Auditor Bill Switzer and
the borough’s Chief Financial Of-
ficer Sandy Bruns attended
Tuesday’s meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi also an-
nounced that effective immedi-
ately, she has relieved Mr. Mathieu
of his duties as liaison to the
Recreation Commission.

During the previous council
meeting, Mr. Mathieu said during
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his committee report that people
companied they had not heard an
update on the athletic field com-
plex. The mayor said at the time
there were no updates.

After hearing about what was
said by Mr. Mathieu at the meet-
ing, Recreation Commission Chair-
woman Richard Bree e-mailed the
mayor saying, “…There may have
been some comments that may
not have been our opinion.” As a
result the mayor said she decided
to relieve Mr. Mathieu as liaison
and Mr. Petruzzelli had offered to
replace him in his duties.

Later, Mr. Mathieu said Mr. Bree
had not attended the commission
meeting in question. “The Athletic
Field Complex to me is taboo. I
was told by my party that we are
going to kill it because of the
maintenance costs,” Mr. Mathieu
said. He said neither mayor, nor
anyone on the commission, had
called him to discuss his commit-
tee report.

During new business portion of
the meeting, Councilman Victor
De Filippo said he agreed with Mr.
Paterson’s calling for Mr.
Mathieu’s resignation as a coun-
cilman.

“I have to agree, I think he
should resign. I think because of
misconduct he has managed to
alienate almost every department
in the borough,” Mr. De Filippo
said.

In response, Mr. Mathieu said,
“This is the place to do that. Don’t
call me at midnight when you’re
half in the bag and don’t call me
on Good Friday in the evening,
don’t call me repeatedly - you
have upset me and my wife with
your phone calls.”

Mr. Mathieu also accused Mr.
De Filippo of not showing up to
council, committee and planning
board meetings.

A resolution to revise the rate
schedule for 2012 industrial user
charge for waste to $2,683 per
million gallons was approved, 5-
1, with Mr. Mathieu voting no.

Cranford Committee Plans
Further Budget Meetings


