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Junior lefthander Ryan
Williamson tossed three perfect
innings, while the offense packed
on eight unanswered runs en
route to an 8-3 Cranford Cougar
victory over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
baseball team on April 5.

Williamson struck out six of
the nine batters he faced before
Alex Plick took to the mound in
the fourth inning. In his three
innings, Plick yielded one hit, a
two-run home run to Raider
James D’Angelo in the fifth in-
ning, and walked two, while fan-
ning one. Chris Folinusz tossed
the seventh inning and allowed
one run on two hits and hit a
batter, while striking out one.

The Raiders, who started only
two seniors in the field, put fresh-
man Kevin Maxwell on the
mound. Maxwell allowed seven
runs and eight hits, while walk-
ing one, hitting a batter and
fanning three, before being re-
lieved with one out in the fourth
by senior Anthony Krajscik, who
gave up a run on four hits, while
striking out one, walking one
and hitting one batter.

“Maxwell competed up there.
He is going to get better as the
season goes on. There were only
a couple of balls hit hard and a
lot of little dinks that made it
through. That’s what good teams
do. They find ways to score runs,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock
said.

Sean Feeney (2 runs scored)
held the hottest metal stick for
the Cougars with an RBI triple,
an RBI double and a single in
four at-bats.

“Sean had a nice day. You know
what you are getting with Sean.

He comes to play every day,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

Folinusz (RBI, run scored)
whacked a pair of doubles.
Will iamson (RBI) had two
singles, and John Armstrong (run
scored) doubled and singled in

his two at-bats. Eric Garguilo (2
runs scored) yanked a two-run
double, Andrew DiFranco (RBI,
run scored) doubled and Plick
singled.

The Cougars scored twice in
the first inning on Feeney’s RBI
triple and DiFranco’s sacrifice fly
to left. They added two more in
the third inning on Folinusz’s
RBI double and Williamson’s RBI
single. Four more Cougars
crossed the plate in the top of

the fourth, so it opened the door
for Coach McCaffrey to bring in
his relief pitcher.

“We went as the game went,
so we were able to get other

people some work. It worked
out well. Ryan threw the ball
well today, and that’s what we’ve
seen in pre-season, so we are
excited about what he is going
to be able to do this year,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

“I felt great. My arm felt really

good. We have been running a
lot. [Assistant] Coach Naverette
said that breaks up the soreness
in your arm. Coach told me to
shut it down, because I guess

we were winning by a lot. We
wanted to give other guys a look
and have other guys pitch to-
day,” Williamson said.

Plick shut down the Raiders in
the fourth then walked desig-
nated hitter Ryan Henkels in the
fifth. D’Angelo followed with his
two-run shot over the leftfield
fence.

“Plick has always been able to
come in and do a nice job, so we
are excited about having him on
the mound and get his opportu-
nity. One pitch got away.
D’Angelo is a good hitter. He
took a good swing on it, and he
was able to hit it out,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

Krajscik kept the Cougars off
the scoreboard the rest of the
way. In the meantime, D’Angelo
took a pitch on the shoulder in
the bottom of the seventh. Max-
well slapped a single to right and
Kevin Raszka lined an RBI single
to center.

“It is a different level of game
between freshmen, middle
school or JV. We are playing a lot
of good teams. As a young team,
it’s good to hang around, but we
don’t want them to get complai-
sant and just being satisfied. If
we play our best game, I think
we can play with anyone no mat-
ter how young our team is. We
must make sure we have that
intensity from first pitch to last
pitch every game,” said Coach
Baylock, who added, “We got a
bunch of guys, who can throw
strikes. We have guys, who are
going to battle and give us a
shot. That is all we can ask our
pitchers to do.”
Cranford 202 400 0 8
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 020 1 3

RAIDER D’ANGELO SLAMS 2-RUN HR; COUGAR WILLIAMSON TOSSES 3 PERFECT INNINGS

Baseball Cougars Get Jump on Raiders, Snatch 8-3 Win
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WILD PLAY AT THE PLATE…Cougar Sean Feeney, center, scores on a sacrifice fly as Raider catcher Matt Ridge, No.
44, turns to get the bad throw in the first inning. See story on page 11 of The Westfield Leader.
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