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Starting pitcher Christine
LaRochelle tossed five shutout
innings before running into a jam
in the sixth, but Megan Ryan
relieved and closed the door to
give the Bishop Ahr Lady Trojans
softball team a 5-3 victory over
Cranford in the second game of
the Cougar Classic at Adams Field
in Cranford on April 7.

In the opening game of the
Classic, Bishop Ahr defeated
Sparta, 3-2, and the Cougars
defeated Carteret, 1-0, in a pitch-
ers’ duel where Julie Siragusa
picked up her third win of the
season. Siragusa scored the only
run with the help of an RBI from
Melissa Moreno.

“Julie pitched an outstanding
game. I think she gave up only
three hits. Defensively, we played
extremely well against a very
good Carteret team. Julie got a
double and Melissa got a base hit
to drive her in, and that was it,”
Cougar Head Coach Bob Bruno
said.

In addition to the fine pitching,
the Lady Trojans did get a few
breaks with some difficult infield
grounders in the first and fourth
innings before Gaby Elvina un-
loaded a three-run home run in
the sixth to give Bishop Ahr the
edge it needed.

“You are looking at a state
champ. They are a very competi-
tive team. We knew we had to
play a little bit better than we’ve
been playing. We didn’t make a
few plays that we should have
made, and then the kid hit that
home run. We make the plays
right before that and that kid
doesn’t get up. Then it’s a differ-
ent story. The pitchers did a great
job, and when they needed to get

a hit, they got a hit,” Coach Bruno
said.

Trojan leadoff batter Andrea
Muglia hit a dinker to shortstop
but managed to beat out the
throw to start the bottom of the
first inning. The next batter,
Kelsey Mieczkowski laid a bunt
down the third baseline, which

caused the charging Cougar third
baseman, Maggie McKay, to slip
while fielding the ball and tossing
to first, resulting in an error.
Muglia scored on Elvina’s single

to right.
“In my mind, if my third

baseman doesn’t lose her feet,
she throws the kid out. The ball
in the 5-6 hole at shortstop, she
makes a nice play, but that kid
beat that ball out. They scored
one unearned run in that inning,”
Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars, however, did
make three outstanding plays to
prevent further damage in that
inning. First, Mieczkowski also
tried to score on Elvina’s single,
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but Siragusa got the relay and
fired to Moreno to nail her at the
plate. Next, Moreno gunned down
Elvina’s pinch runner attempting
to steal second. Then Jess Casale
made an outstanding catch in
center to end the inning.

The Cougars, as the visiting
team, threatened in the fourth

with a two-out single from Jess
Rediger and a double to right-
center from Stephanie
Bagniewski, but an infield popup
quelled the threat. The Trojans

put together three singles to take
a 2-0 lead in the bottom of the
inning then extended their lead
to 5-0 with Elvina’s three-run
homer.

Siragusa (2-for-4) and Moreno
hit back-to-back singles to lead
off the sixth then Rediger belted
a three-run homer over the
leftfield fence. Ryan came in to
relieve and got three of the next
four Cougars out. Siragusa ripped
a two-out single in the seventh,
but Ryan got Moreno to pop out
to short for the final out.

Siragusa pitched four-and-two-
thirds innings, yielding five runs
on nine hits, while walking none
and striking out five. Christine
Roberts relieved and allowed two
hits, while striking out one and
hitting a batter. The Cougars fin-
ished with eight hits. Allison
Verrelli and Izzy Acton each
added a single.

“Our kids are still learning what
each other’s abilities are. As the
season progresses, I strongly
believe we are going to get bet-
ter as they become more confi-
dent. We only have two players
playing the same positions that
they did last year. It’s the fourth
game of the season. So now,
maybe they can figure it out as a
whole team,” Coach Bruno said.
Cranford 000 003 0 3
Bishop Ahr 100 130 x 5
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GETTING THE FORCEOUT…Cougar shortstop Allison Verrelli, No. 16, makes the force out at third base on Trojan
Alexis Herrmann in the fourth inning at Adams Field in Cranford on April 7.
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