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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Mirror Mirror”
It’s All About Image

2 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

A witty update of the Brothers
Grimm rendition of “Snow White,”
what director Tarsem Singh’s satiric
paean lacks in pacing it nearly ame-
liorates via elegant design and
topnotch production values. And even
if Disney’s Sneezy and Co. have been
replaced by a new gang, Julia
Roberts’s watershed portrayal of the
evil queen is still nothing to sneeze at.

In short - no inference to the new
dwarves, or dwarfs, depending on
personal preference - rest assured
your own little ones won’t be short-
changed by this latest version of the
classic fairy tale. With colorful char-
acters, heroic and otherwise, nicely
integrated into a moral-rich script,
odds are Mom and Pop will also
benefit from the refresher course.

The lessons are doled out smartly,
delivered with just enough tongue-
in-cheek sleight to preclude Junior
from feeling the movie is treating
him like a baby. One can only hope
the same can be said for Gramps and
Granny. Thanks to a brighter batch of
kids nowadays, there is less and less
need for children’s films to commu-
nicate on more than one level.

What puzzles me, though, is how
so many of these precocious, intelli-
gent, multi-tasking, downloading tots
grow up just in time to take the place
of the uncaring, selfish, hedge fund
types who pass you on the highway
shoulder in their black BMWs? In
addition to 5 points and a $1,000 fine,
these aggressors should be required
to view “Mirror Mirror.”

Then they’d see the depravity of
their vanity and conceit, deliciously
exampled by Julia Roberts. Parody-
ing the whole inner and outer beauty
thing with panache and aplomb, in-
cluding a stop at the vagaries of ap-
proaching middle age, she unself-
ishly unfurls a new wrinkle to her
talents, pun shamelessly intended.
She is reason enough to see this film.

Narrating at story’s outset from a
secret hideaway where she colludes
with that mirror, mirror on the wall,
imbuing her, at a cost, with magical
powers, she asserts this is not Snow
White’s tale, but rather, hers. Of
course, soon after when we meet the
sweet young thing, winsomely acted
by Lily Collins, the underdog mode
kicks in and we beg to differ.

Yeah, it’s the same old,
heartrending story, which makes you
feel just a little bad for the resultantly
squirming, good stepmothers who
accompany little Taylor or Britney to
the Bijou. Well, at least this one’s
beautiful. But sarcastic, oh my good-

ness, and not a stitch of guilt evident
in her declamations as she delights in
demeaning the kingdom’s true heir.

Still, be it known our gal has pluck.
She is a princess through and through,
the puzzlingly absent King’s blue
blood legitimately coursing through
her veins. But oh sigh and alas, dear
Daddy has never returned from the
forest where treacherously lurks the
killer beast. And the lousy wicked
queen, who has now bankrupted the
domain, keeps her subjugated.

‘Tis a sad scene indeed. But be not
dismayed. After all, this is PG, and
the purpose is not to make one a
misanthrope, but to teach you early-
on that the darkest hour is just before
the dawn. And, lest you forget the
clichés in all those fairy tales your
family’s devoted nanny read you,
where there’s a distressed princess, a
charming prince is surely nearby.

This one, handsome enough, and
egotistical in a comically harmless
way, is engagingly portrayed by
Armie Hammer. Renbock, Prince
Alcott’s loyal retainer and foil, played
by Robert Emms, helps facilitate the
repartee through which he unfolds
his mantra. And just in case those two
don’t provide enough laughs, such is
fully assured by Nathan Lane.

He’s Brighton, the queen’s ultra-
toadying chief of staff and ineffec-
tual sounding board…never at a loss
for a disingenuous compliment or a
self-effacing appraisal of his cow-
ardice. A frantic, emoting, arms-a-
flurrying treatise on the disgrace we
at times suffer for job security, his
example urges Johnny to shun being
a brownnoser, if at all possible.

However, the film’s greatest les-
sons on what not to be, as well as the
cause of its biggest laughs, emanate
from Miss Roberts’s unexpected, little
tour de force. Perhaps it’s easy to be
the brunt of a joke about vanity and
the aging process if you’re still as
pretty as she is. Nonetheless, she’s
apprised me of the inner beauty it
takes to embody it so fearlessly.

While it’s fairly certain kids 5
through 10 will like this cutting edge
retelling of the fable, the critic is
aware of what their adult escorts want
to know. Hence, registering a 6.5 on
the Goldberger Kiddy Flick Pain-
lessness Chart (10 being the least
painful), know that “Mirror Mirror”
lets parents and grandparents cast a
good reflection with little sacrifice.

…
“Mirror Mirror,” rated PG, is a

Relativity Media release directed by
Tarsem Singh and stars Julia Rob-
erts, Lily Collins and Nathan Lane.
Running time: 106 minutes.

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE…Candace Wicke of Westfield, President of
the Continuo Arts Foundation, meets Ireland’s Prime Minister Enda Kenny on
a recent trip to Ireland. In addition to Prime Minister Kenny, Ms. Wicke met
members of Parliament and is scheduled to have tea with President Michael
Higgins. Continuo Arts is collaborating to establish an International Music
Festival and Exchange Program in Ireland.

Crescent Choral Society
Concert To Be Held April 21
PLAINFIELD — Sacred music

by Felix Mendelssohn, Ralph
Vaughn-Williams, and John Rutter
will be presented by the Crescent
Choral Society, Saturday, April 21,
at 8 p.m. at the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, located at the
corner of Watchung Avenue and
7th Street. The concert is the sixth
in this season’s Crescent Concerts
Series.

The program, which is entitled
“Lost in Wonder, Love, and Praise,”
will consist of Mendelssohn’s Psalm
42, “Like as the heart” and his sa-
cred anthem “Hear My Prayer” and
“O, for the Wings of a Dove.”

Vaughn-Williams “Five Mystical
Songs” and John Rutter’s Te Deum
are also included. Organist Brenda
Day, minister of music at the First
Presbyterian Church in Metuchen,
will accompany chorus and solo-
ists.

Mendelssohn is best known in
the field of religious choral music
for his often-performed oratorio
Elijah, but his output of religious
music was very large. In the case of
Psalm 42, the source for the work
was an effort on the part of Frederich
Wilhelm IV, King of Prussia, to
reform the music of the Protestant
Church. Frederick wanted a sort of
ecumenical style, based on the
Catholic music of Palestrina and
the Lutheran works of Bach, and he
saw in Mendelssohn the ideal man
to carry out his wishes. Despite
reservations, the composer com-
plied with Frederick’s wishes. Ironi-
cally, his new music, intended for
church services, found its way into
the concert hall.

Tickets at $20 ($15 for seniors
and $5 for students) may be pur-
chased at the door. Handicap ac-
cess and bathrooms and large print
programs are available. For enqui-
ries, telephone (908) 756-2468.

Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

Student Production Of
The Runner Stumbles at
Union County College
CRANFORD – On Saturday and

Sunday, April 20 and 21, Union
County College’s Owl Theater will
present, The Runner Stumbles by
Milan Stitt. Performances will be held
at 7:30 p.m. each evening in the Roy
Smith Theater at the College’s
Cranford campus.

The play is based on a real incident
in 1911 in the backwoods of Michi-
gan. A priest is charged with the
murder of a nun. It is, in part, a who-
dun-it, courtroom drama, religious
debate, and a challenge to obedience.

The entire cast and production team
are comprised of students from the
College, including, Chris Brennan,
Stefeny Medina, Walter Scheuerman,
Angela Basso, Melita Richarsdson,
and Mark Zebro, Jr. The stage man-
agers are Union students Ben
Jacobson and Alonso Mejia. The play
is directed by Union County College
Professor Michael Z. Murphy, of the
English/Fine Arts/Modern Lan-
guages Department. The producer is
Rebecca May, Manager of College
Life.

The students have been rehearsing
since the beginning of February. All
of them have been involved in per-
forming arts. Some have also been
involved in stage productions before
coming to Union County College.

Tickets are $5 per person and will
be available at the door. The College’s
Cranford campus is located at 1033
Springfield Avenue. For direction or
more information on Union County
College, visit www.ucc.edu.

GREAT OUTDOORS...Jersey Central Art Studios announced that it will host its third Paint the Town! plein air painting
event in Cranford Tuesday, June 5, through Sunday, June 10. Plein air means “in the open air” and refers to dynamic
outdoor landscape painting. The landscape above, by Emily Buchanan, was created during a plein air past event.

Romans to Appear
In Off-Broadway

Production
NEW YORK, N.Y. – For the

first time, Pace University Per-
forming Arts has produced an
Off- Broadway production and
student Ashley Romans of
Scotch Plains is a part of the
inaugural event.

Ashley appears as Inez in the
Pace production of Our Lady of
121st Street on Theatre Row in
New York City – Lion Theater
on West 42nd Street this week.

For more information or tick-
ets visit www.theatrerow.org/
thelion.htm

Dinosaur Day Features
Hands-On Science Activities
NEWARK — Jurassic Park comes

to the Newark Museum when the
“Mighty T-Rex” headlines a day of
activities at the fifth annual Dino-
saur Day on Sunday, April 29, from
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Dinosaur Day engages children
through hands-on experiences,
games, performances and presen-
tations. Children will meet and in-
teract with the “Mighty T-Rex,” a
15-foot long mechanical dinosaur
provided by Field Station: Dino-
saurs that is accompanied by the
Dinosaur Troubadour.

Other activities include making
fossil rubbings, digging for fossils,
hunting for GEO treasures, creat-
ing dinosaur origami, joining in live
animal presentations, and sluicing
for gemstones. There will be a dis-
play of life size dinosaur fossils, a
hurricane simulator with 70 mile
per hour winds, a fossil touch table
and a Tsunami Tank.

Dinosaur Day performances in-
clude Bill Robinson’s Dinosaurs to
Birds and Bill Boesenberg’s Snakes-
n-Scales. The show The Dinosaur
Prophecy will take place in the

Dreyfus Planetarium. Times of these
performances will be listed on
newarkmuseum.org.

Geologists and engineers from
Rutgers University, Kean Univer-
sity, NSF, Exxon Mobile, the New
Jersey Paleontological Society and
the US Geological Survey will also
be on hand to share what modern
geologists learn about dinosaurs and
the history of the Earth.

Dinosaur Day is presented by the
Newark Museum in collaboration
with Rutgers University–Newark.
It is made possible in part through
the generosity of ExxonMobil, Na-
tional Science Foundation and
Rutgers, the State University of New
Jersey

Dinosaur Day is free with sug-
gested Museum admission; $10 for
adults, $6 for seniors, children and
students with valid ID. Admission
price for the Planetarium is $5 for
adults; and $3 for children under
12, seniors and college students with
valid ID.

For more information, visit the
Museum’s web site,
www.NewarkMuseum.org.

SoulFarm to Perform For
Contact We Care of WF

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its twelfth season by presenting
the unusual and captivating band,
SoulFarm, in concert. The concert
will take place on Saturday, April
21, at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield, 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in
Westfield. Doors will open at 7:30
p.m. and the concert begins at 8
p.m. Admission is $19 on line and
$23 at the door.

The very young and talented An-
thony Da Costa will open the show
and the proceeds from this concert
will benefit Contact We Care of
Westfield. Tickets can be purchased
online in advance by going to
www.soulfarm.eventbrite.com

SoulFarm was founded in Israel
by Grammy Award winner lead gui-
tarist C. Lanzbom and guitarist and
lead singer Noah Solomon Chase.
Their sound has been dubbed as
new American music, full melodic
song writing and progressive mod-
ern arrangements. Their live shows
are full of Mediterranean flavor with

captivating guitar leads, dance
rhythms and strong percussion
breaks.

Noah Solomon and C. Lanzbom
first met in Israel in a little village
called Modii’m in the early 90s
where they both were living at the
time. After performing around Is-
rael for a few years with their own
band, they moved to New York City
where they formed the group
Inasense; later becoming SoulFarm.

The band quickly gained a strong
and loyal following due to their
exciting live shows and extensive
touring schedule. SoulFarm has a
wide range of influences from rock
and Latin, to Hebrew and Celtic
folk music. SoulFarm has recorded
with many well-known musicians
such as Perry Farrel and Dispatch;
and has opened for Bruce Hornsby,
Shawn Colvin, The Wailers, and
George Clinton, to name a few. They
regularly sell out national venues.
Through extensive tours of the
United States and Europe, the group
has gained great popularity.

For more info about this concert
and the featured artists, visit
soulfarm.eventbrite.com

The Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is a seven-show se-
ries running from October through
May at the First United Methodist
Church of Westfield. The Series
supports the following charities:
Contact We Care (Westfield),
Homefirst (Plainfield), Habitat for
Humanity (Plainfield), the Com-
munity Food Bank of NJ (Hillside)
and the Keith Knost Special Needs
Fund (Mountainside).

Each beneficiary has at least one
concert dedicated to it during the
season. The Coffee With Conscience
Concert Series is sponsored by
Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery at 104 Elm
Street in Westfield and is further
supported by a generous grant from
the Westfield Service League, and a
few other private donations – which
are enthusiastically encouraged.

 For more information about the
Coffee With Conscience Concert
Series, the upcoming performance,
or ways in which to get involved
with the series, visit
www.coffeewithconscience.org.
You can also call the Concert
Hotline at (908) 412-9105 or send
an e-mail to ahrre@ahrre.com. Vol-
unteers are always appreciated.

Choral Art Society To
Present Spring Concert

GARWOOD — The Choral Art Soci-
ety of New Jersey, Inc. in conjunc-
tion with St. Anne’s Roman Catholic
Church will present a Celebration of
Spring on Sunday, April 22, at 4 p.m.
at St. Anne’s Church, 325 Second
Avenue, Garwood. There will be a
delightful selection of choral music
from anthems to spirituals. Tickets
are $10 and will be available at the
door.

James S. Little is the musical direc-
tor of the Choral Art Society. Mr.
Little has been the organist and choir-
master of Calvary Episcopal Church
in Summit since 1993, having previ-
ously held similar positions at
Mountainside’s Community Presby-
terian Church. At Calvary Church,
Mr. Little directs an adult choir, two
youth choirs and the Calvary Concert
Series.

For information about the Choral
Art Society, visit www.casofnj.org or
call (908) 654-5737.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council

on the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs and for this 50th Anniversary
season has been made possible by a
grant provided by the Westfield Foun-
dation.

Hedgehog and Feather
Announce Auditions

WESTFIELD — Auditions for
Hedgehog and Feather Theatre
Company’s How I Became a Pirate
will be held on Sunday, April 15,
from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Guild Room of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 414 East
Broad Street, downtown Westfield.
The entrance is in the middle of the
block on Euclid Avenue between
Broad Street and Lenox Avenue –
come to double dark red doors – and
signs will be posted to direct you to
audition.

Actors auditioning for Jeremy need
to be in fifth through eighth grade.
Hedgehog and Feather Theatre Com-
pany is auditioning boys who are
somewhat similar to the character in
the famous children’s book, “How I
Became a Pirate” by Melinda Long
and David Shannon.

Actors auditioning for pirates need
to be high school and older, but the
company is looking for fellows with

height that would tower above the
actor cast as Jeremy, so that it is also
similar to the children’s book.

All those auditioning should come
prepared to sing 16 measures of any
song of their choice. All those audi-
tioning should also be dressed to do
simple movement as all characters
dance to some degree. All those audi-
tioning should bring a complete list
of schedule conflicts. Rehearsals will
primarily be on Sunday afternoons,
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings
from 6:30 to 9 p.m.

The week of the show is Sunday,
June 3, through Thursday, June 7,
and all actors will need to be avail-
able for this tech week and all perfor-
mances as follows: Friday, June 8, –
7 p.m.; Saturday, June 9, – 11 a.m.
and 7 p.m.; Sunday, June 10 – 4 p.m.

For more information, contact Sara
Hedgepeth or Julie Fetter by email at
info@hedgehogandfeather.org.

UCPAC Announces Exclusive
Appearance of Wayne Newton

RAHWAY– No need to get on a
plane to see the most talked about
Las Vegas showman in history.
Wayne Newton, “Mr. Las Vegas,”
takes the stage at the Union County
Performing Arts Center in his only
New Jersey appearance on Saturday,
April 28, at 8 p.m. Tickets are on sale
now at $125, $85, $67.50 and $49
(prices include all fees); call the UC
PAC box office at (732) 499-8226,
or visit www.ucpac.org.

A lot has come and gone since
Wayne Newton first set the enter-
tainment world on fire as a preco-
cious, big-voiced six-year-old. When
Elvis Presley was still driving a truck,
Wayne almost ten years his junior
had already sung before a president,
toured with a Grand Ole Opry road
show and released his first record.
While the Beatles were still scram-
bling for their early Liverpool gigs,
Wayne, who was two years younger
than John Lennon, was playing Las
Vegas and appearing on the Jackie
Gleason and Lucille Ball TV shows.

In a business that is, at best, vola-
tile, and success is sometimes short-
lived, Wayne has performed live, at
last count, to more than 30 million
people, and on television and record
to many times that number. He has
epitomized the talent, gl—the enter-
tainment capital of the world—for
so long that he is called “Mr. Las

Vegas.”
And these days, having established

himself both on television and in
movies as a fine actor, he is getting
more attention than ever. He does it
with the incredible talent and show-
manship he was born with and the
approach he developed as a child
entertainer in Virginia. He simply
works harder and digs deeper than
anyone out there, sizing up audi-
ences as he goes, tailoring shows to
fit their moods, until he is given
them their money’s worth.

The  songs change and the show
gets re-worked, but Wayne’s basic
approach is the same as it has been
since the beginning, and it is some-
thing that goes to the core of who he
is.

Montclair Film Festival Announces
Inaugural Line-Up

MONTCLAIR – The Montclair
Film Festival (MFF) recently an-
nounced its inaugural line-up. The
festival takes place May 1-6, and fea-
tures over 45 films with live partici-
pation by special guests including
Kathleen Turner, Olympia Dukakis,
Michael Moore, Patrick Wilson and
Oliver Platt.

Advance tickets for all MFF films
and events are available online at

www.MontclairFilmFest.org or in-
person at the screening venue on the
date of the screening.

Founded in early 2010, MFF’s mis-
sion is to nurture and showcase the
talents of filmmakers from around the
world, while creating a cultural focal
point for the Township of Montclair
that unites, empowers, educates and
celebrates the town’s diverse heritage
and robust artistic community.

GS Troop Hosts
‘Girl Scout Get

Together’
WESTFIELD — Girl Scout

Cadette Troop 40056 of
Westfield will be hosting a craft,
music and cookie-filled event
on Tuesday, May 22, from 4-5
p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building Community Room
(425 East Broad Street) to pro-
mote all the wonderful aspects
and benefits of scouting for both
current scouts and non-scouts
ranging in age from pre-kinder-
garten through fifth grade and
their parents/caregivers or troop
leaders.

The Cadettes will illustrate the
most important themes of scout-
ing, which include building char-
acter, self-esteem and leadership
skills through short skits, themed
crafts and conversation. The
event is free and open to both
Westfield and non-Westfield
residents.

For more information and/or
to register, contact Charlotte Lee,
at (908) 232-8554 or by email at
cflee64@gmail.com.


