
Page 14  Thursday, April 12, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Raiders Stun Cougars, 12-6, in Boys Lacrosse
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

kind of knocking them back on their
feet,” Nizolak said.

“We had a big practice yesterday.
We told them that we had to come
out and punch them in the face, and
that’s what we did. We wanted to get
a lot of shots and push out on their
offense in the first quarter,” Coach
Miceli said.

The Raiders continued to control
the tempo and won the second quar-
ter, 2-0, with respective goals from
Matt Greenberg, who finished with
three goals and an assist, and Chris-
tian Gordon, who finished with two
goals. In the meantime, the Raiders’

defense refused to give an inch.
“Our goalies and our poles, that’s

what keeps our team together. They
give us a great look in practice going
against a power offense. It definitely
helped us out today,” Coach Miceli
said.

“Our senior goaltender, Rich
Polhamus, really stepped it up,”
Nizolak said.

Polhamus finished with five saves,
while Cougar goalie Wills Roman
had seven. The Raiders had a slight,
22-21, advantage on shots on goal
but won the face-offs, 13-8. Cougar
Tom Fitzgerald finished with two

AJ Murray Begins 1st Season
With Yellow Jacket Baseball

By ALEX SCHIFFER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It has taken some time, but A.J
Murray has adjusted to the South.
The former Westfield High School
baseball and football star is currently
in his freshman year at Georgia Tech,
a conference and national power.

After being named Gatorade Player
of the Year, First Team All-State and
County Player of the Year, the back-
stop is one of the many talented play-
ers on the Yellow Jackets’ roster.

Murray still misses Westfield, the
only home he has ever known, but
has become a fan of Southern hospi-
tality, as well as the great barbeque
and sweet tea the South offers. Sweet
tea has become Murray’s favorite
drink since moving to Atlanta.

As a freshman, Murray has ap-
peared in a handful of games and is
still looking for his first collegiate
hit. Murray walked in his first college
at-bat, which he found just fine.

“Your first time up you’re all ner-
vous and anxious and you’re simply
thinking, don’t get out,” Murray de-
scribed. “After I got to first base, all I
was thinking was don’t get picked off.”

As a freshman, Murray has to help
the other freshman perform the tasks
that are expected of them as under-
classmen. That means Murray has to
stay after practice to help clean up, as
well as help clean up the team bus on
road trips. “It’s not that bad,” Murray
joked. “It could be worse.”

Murray consulted his older brother
Mike, who starred at Wake Forest
before the start of the season, about
how to hit ACC pitching. “He told me
about how the different angles the
pitches are going to break at and how
to figure out which ones are worth
swinging at.”

Mike had no hard feelings when
his younger brother chose to take his
talents to Atlanta rather than Win-
ston-Salem believing Georgia Tech
was a perfect fit for his brother. “He
only wanted what was best for me
and he knew I would succeed here.”

Murray has no regrets signing with
the Houston Astros the team that
drafted him in the 48th round of out
Westfield High School. Surprisingly
the Astro’s did not even offer Murray
any sort of contract but rather let him
go unsigned. Murray was not of-
fended at the Astros saying he never
really thought about signing.

“When I was drafted, the Astros

never really offered me any money,
they just said they were willing to
come to watch me play in the summer
with my scout team,” Murray ex-
plained. “As the signing deadline
came and went, they never really did
anything about me, which allowed
me to go to Georgia Tech.”

Murray has appeared in nine games

for the Yellow Jackets this season,
splitting time at first base and catcher,
his natural position. Although he’s
caught his entire life, Murray says he
does not care where they play him, as
long as he gets in the game.

Although his playing time has been
limited, Murray will help be a part of
a Georgia Tech team that can make
some noise next year in the ACC. The

team will return its talented freshman
class, as well as the highly touted
Luke Bard whose older brother Daniel
pitches for the Boston Red Sox.

Although he is only a freshman,
Murray seems happy and satisfied to
the point where he should not have a
problem succeeding in the college
game in the coming years.

goals, and Jonathan Rubin finished
with two goals and an assist.

“It was probably our biggest win
besides beating Johnson last year. It
means a lot for the county tourna-
ment,” Nizolak said.

“This was a huge statement game
for our team. Cranford was a team
that beat us by more than 10 goals
last year, and they were also in the
county championship game. For us
to come down and beat them by six
is huge. We beat Newark Academy,
which is another team that beat us by
more than 10 last year, so those are
two teams that beat us by a com-
bined score of over 20 goals. We are
going to look at the season one game
at a time as payback games. We have
a lot of teams to pay back,” Coach
Miceli said.
Cranford 1 0 2 3 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 2 2 1 7 12

Alex Schiffer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AJ Murray sets up for a bunt in practice

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING HIS WAY DOWNFIELD…Raider Jack Cunningham, No. 10, works his way downfield as Cougar midfielder
Glen Cook tries to knock the ball loose. Raider Brian Heath, No. 5, blocks a Cougar.

Resting amid a glorious property at the pinnacle of one of Westfield’s most notable avenues, this magnificent Colonial illustrates classic elegance and mod-
ern comforts beautifully. Hardwood floors, moldings, marvelous window arrangements and desirable updates enliven the timeless interior.  The handsome 
foyer opens to the gracious living room and the formal dining room with Butler’s pantry. The updated kitchen provides you with a feature for almost every 
need including a sunlit breakfast area. The family room boasts abundant windows and opens to the expansive backyard. The master suite with a sitting area 
and a luxurious bath is joined by four more bedrooms and two more updated baths. Adding to your living space is a fabulous lower level with a host of 
rooms, a rooftop deck and an impressive professionally landscaped property. Presented for $1,795,000. 

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

      908-233-6417, Direct 
       NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West 908-233-0065 
    2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell  Banker  

                                     Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

SPRING SAVINGS!
CALL AND ASK ABOUT 

OUR MOVE-IN SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Raider Netmen Beat
Boonton, Highlanders
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys tennis team defeated
Boonton on April 3 and Governor
Livingston on April 4 by identical
scores of 5-0.
SPF 5, BOONTON 0
First singles: Jeffrey Rogers d Skyler
Malinowski, 6-1, 6-0
Second singles: Andrew Leischner d
Justin Liu, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Mike Rosenheck d Shakib
Momen, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Alex Ozdamar and Jesse
Ozdamar won forfeit
Second doubles: Josh Lopez and Ben-
jamin Yin won forfeit

SPF 5, GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON 0
First singles: Rodgers d Rob Milman,
6-2, 6-0
Second singles: Leischner d Jensen
Butler, 6-4, 6-0
Third singles: Rosenheck d Knyck
Sutherland, 6-0, 6-3
First doubles: A. Ozdamar and J.
Ozdamar d Collin Lerch and Nick
Mastrandrea, 6-0, 6-2
Second doubles: Yin and Lopez d Lee
Sport and Andrew McNamara, 6-1, 6-3

WF Netmen Rip ALJ,
Fall to Delbarton

The Westfield High School boys
tennis team lost to Delbarton, 4-1,
on April 3, then defeated A.L.
Johnson, 5-0, on April 4.
DELBARTON 4, WESTFIELD 1
First singles: Chase Savage (D) d Scott
Thompson, 6-2, 6-1
Second singles: Spencer Furey (D) d
Adam Greene, 6-2, 6-1
Third singles: Max Mancini (W) d Eric
Shiuey, 6-1, 7-6 (7-3)
First doubles: Garrison Block and Mike
Boyle (D) d Jacob Harris and Jack
Rickles, 6-7 (1-7), 6-3, 6-4
Second doubles: Tom Fickinger and
George Easley (D) d Alex Goldschmidt
and Jacob Ziff, 4-6, 7-5, 6-2

WESTFIELD 5, ALJ 0
First singles: Thompson d Dan Mullin,
6-0, 6-2
Second singles: Greene d Shane Pyar,
6-1, 6-0
Third singles: Mancini d Brian
Sheridan, 6-0, 6-1
First doubles: Harris and Rickles d
Ryan Gallagher and Mike Marquez, 6-
1, 6-1
Second doubles: Goldschmidt and
Ziff d Jim Douglas and Lucas Gallo, 6-
1, 6-3

** High School Sports Shorts **
Blue Devil Boys Top
Edison in Tennis, 5-0
The Westfield High School boys

tennis team defeated Edison, 5-0, on
April 5.
First singles: Scott Thompson d Asa
Britt, 6-0, 6-2
Second singles: Adam Greene d Jerry
Ching, 6-0, 6-2
Third singles: Max Mancini d Steve
Bromberg, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Jack Rickles and Jacob
Harris d Uzair Saleh and Bharath
Krishnamurthi, 6-1, 6-4
Second doubles: Jacob Ziff and Will-
iam Geoghegan d Shazaan Keshwani
and Sajeet Agrawal, 6-1, 6-0

Raider Netters Rip
Glen Ridge, 5-0

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys tennis team shut out Glen
Ridge, 5-0, on April 5.
First singles: Jeffrey Rodgers d Phillip
Chierico, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Andrew Leischner d
Pranav Vaid, 6-3, 6-3
Third singles: Mike Rosenheck d Jamie
Hartop, 6-3, 6-3
First doubles: Alex Ozdamar and Jesse
Ozdamar d Nate Deacon and Drew Lori,
6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Josh Lopez and Ben
Yin d Tom Murphy and Ben Kolinski, 6-
0, 6-0

W. Morris Laxers Nip
Lady Blue Devils, 13-12

The West Morris High School girls
lacrosse team pulled out a 7-5 second
half to sting the Westfield Blue Dev-
ils, 13-12, on April 5. Emily Gretsky
scored six goals and Courtney Weisse
(assist) scored three for the Blue Dev-
ils, while Alexis Kardias (2 assists)
netted two goals and Samantha
Paoletti (assist) scored one.
Goaltender Mallory Weisse had eight
saves.
West Morris 6 7 13
Westfield 7 5 12

WF Laxmen Edge
Seton Hall Prep, 9-8

Paul DeVita and Jackson O’Leary
(assist) each scored three goals to
lead the Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team to a 9-8 victory over
Seton Hall Prep on April 5. Pat Dyers
netted a pair of goals, and Ryan
Bohrod added a goal and an assist for
the Blue Devils. Nick Arnold had
three assists and Matt Webb had one.
Westfield 2 3 3 1 9
Seton Hall Prep 0 3 4 1 8

Probitas Verus Honos


