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WILKINSON, SCHRODER RIP RBI SINGLES, YEAGER RBI

Softball Highlanders Topple
SPF Raider Softballers, 11-4

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Capitalizing with four runs in the
first and a seven-run breakout inning
in the third was all that was required

as the Governor Livingston High
School softball team earned an 11-4
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in Berkeley Heights on April 3.

Highlander pitcher Jordan Robbins

yielded 11 hits, recorded four
strikeouts and walked only one. Paige
Murphy smacked two home runs and
drove in four runs, Stephanie Cataldo
hammered a two-run home run, Jenna
Kolbach doubled in two runs, and
Carol Goldbeck added an RBI single.

Raider pitcher Amanda Marcus
yielded 15 hits, sat down three batters
and walked three. Amanda Schroder
(RBI) went 2-for-3, Lindsay
Wilkinson (RBI), Arielle Zuaro and
Amanda Raphael each went 2-for-4,
and Marcus had a triple. Liz Gallo
and Sara Killeen each contributed a
hit, and Kelly Yeager added a run.

“I am pleased with the overall out-
ing today. We did some very, very
good things; we never gave up the
fight, and that is what I’m most
pleased about. We had that one in-
ning where they scored seven runs. If
it were not for that inning, we’re right
in this game and I think it allows us to
do a couple of different things. We’re
trying to come back from 11 down
opposed to two or three down; it’s a
different kind of game,” said Raider
Head Coach Jess Hulnik.

A mix of fine fielding plays were
made by the Raiders, however one
spectacular play came in the fourth
inning when centerfielder Liz Gallo
executed a heads-up shoestring snag
that resulted in a triple play.

“The funny thing is, I was not even
sure that she made the catch because
the shortstop kind of blocked my
view the way I was sitting. But, she
picked it, threw it to second and some-
how we went over to first (Lindsey
Wilkinson) with it. You don’t see that
too often. It was a great nice heads-up
play. Two on and no outs; plays like
that gets you out of an inning. It’s a
beautiful thing,” said coach Hulnik.

The Raiders took a 1-0 jump in the
first when Marcus stung a triple to
left and scored on Wilkinson’s single.
The Highlander bats spoke loudly in
the bottom of the first. Murphy un-
loaded a solo home run to deep cen-
ter, Emily Bauer dropped a double to
left and Cataldo singled. Kolback

ripped a two-run double and Grace
Sanzalone added an RBI single that
gave GL a 4-1 lead.

The Raiders found themselves on
the wrong side of the momentum after

three innings when the Highlanders
plated seven runs, highlighted by
Murphy’s and Cataldo’s respective
home runs that made the contest 11-1.

The Raiders responded with three
runs in the fourth inning. Raphael led
off with a single to right. Gallo and
Killeen each triggered singles and
Raphael skidded home on a mis-
guided throw to third. Schroder
stepped to the plate and drilled a hard
liner to center scoring Gallo. Yeager
followed with a sacrifice fly ball to
right. GL pitcher Gordon ended the
charge with a strikeout.

“We had some good contact and
we were in the game. Six of seven
innings, we were there. We just had
that one little setback where they
really hit the ball hard. We then settled
down, we started getting our spots
with the pitching and we started play-
ing good defense. We had some re-
ally quality at bats, even though we
made outs, so we are going to be
okay,” Coach Hulnik said.

After the game, Highlander Head
Coach Rick Iocono concluded, “De-
spite the fact that we have a com-
pletely new infield, I’m really con-
cerned with our discipline. I feel if we
are undisciplined, then everything is
going to fall apart and that’s some-
thing that is going to have to come
from me. I will have to demand disci-
pline and we’re going to get it. If we
don’t, there are going to be some tears
along the way. We did hit the ball okay
in spots. I felt at spots we were undis-
ciplined at the plate but certain things
are going to get better with time. The
defense has to improve, and I knew
right from the get-go that was going to
be the key to this team. Our pitcher is
not a strikeout pitcher therefore you
have to make plays. Then, the inten-
sity as well has to improve, so we’ll
see what happens.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 300 0 4
Gov. Livingston 407 000 x 11

The Immaculate Heart Academy
(IHA) girls lacrosse team overcame a
5-3 deficit midway through the first
half to gain an 8-6 lead at the half, then
held on to defeat the Westfield High
School Blue Devils, 12-9, at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 7.

The 0-3 Blue Devils jumped out to
their 5-3 lead with two goals each
from Alexis Kardias and Elizabeth
Cusick, and one goal from freshman
Sam Paoletti. The 1-2 IHA girls knot-
ted the score, 5-5, with 7:57 left in the
half, but Courtney Weisse put the
Blue Devils back in front, 6-5, with a
stuff two minutes later.

IHA’s Maura Schwitter (4 goals, 2
assists) found the net with 3:30 left in
the half. Gabby McMahon (3 goals, 3
assists) fired in a sidearm shot then
Schwitter slammed in an overhead
shot with a minute remaining to put
IHA up, 8-6.

Within a span of a minute, Schwitter
ripped in a pair of goals to give the
IHA girls a 10-6 lead in the second
half, but the Blue Devils answered
with three straight goals. Weisse net-
ted an overhead shot. Mary Randazzo,
assisted by Cusick, slipped in the
next goal then Kardias made the score,
10-9, IHA on a breakaway goal with
12:36 remaining. Lauren Reers and
Brittany Tarantino added the final

goals for IHA.
Cusick finished with two goals and

three assists. Kardias had three goals
and an assist. Weisse finished with
two goals. Randazzo had a goal and
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KARDIAS NETS 3 GOALS; CUSICK NETS 2 GOALS, ADDS 3 ASSTS

IHA Girls Rally, Beat Blue Devil Laxers, 12-9

The Westfield High School soft-
ball team opened its season with a 13-
8 victory over Linden in Westfield on
April 2 then added a 7-6 victory over
Elizabeth on April 3 before dropping
a 9-6 showdown with the defending
Union County Tournament champion
Governor Livingston Highlanders, 9-
6, on April 5 in Westfield.

Blue Devil Audrey Peterson went
4-for-4 with two doubles and four
RBI against the Linden Tigers, and
Chrissy Ferraro went 3-for-5 with
three runs scored.

Winning pitcher Elena Scarano
tossed four innings and recorded four
strikeouts, one walk, hit a batter and
allowed five runs. Linden Tiger
Kathleen Walsh was 2-for-4 with a

double and home run. Shannon Walsh
was 2-for-3 with a triple and a double.

Blue Devil Shannon Schaefer went
3-for-4, with a home run and two
singles, and three RBI against the
Lady Minutemen. She also pitched
the last three innings of the game,
allowing no hits, while walking three
and allowing one unearned run.

In the first inning, Ferraro walked
with one out, Schaefer hit her home
run, Julia Criscuolo hit a single up the
middle, Audrey Peterson tripled and
Sarah Seitz hit a single to give
Westfield a 4-0 lead.

In the third inning, Elizabeth, trail-
ing 6-0, had two outs but put together
three straight singles, and all three
Lady Minutemen scored when the

third single was muffed. The Lady
Minutemen added two more runs in
the fourth on a triple to left, a two-out
double to right and a single to right.
Elizabeth knotted the score, 6-6, in
the fifth on a sacrifice fly.

In the bottom of the fifth, Blue
Devil Seitz led off with an infield
single then with two outs, Scarano
skipped an RBI single to right center.

In the showdown with the GL High-
landers, Ferraro went 3-for-5 with
two runs scored. Seitz went 2-for-3
with a double and an RBI, and Cali
Chambliss went 2-for-3 with two runs
scored and an RBI.

In the fourth inning, Ferraro slapped
a leadoff single. Chambliss laid down
a bunt single. Julia Criscuolo ripped
an RBI single, scoring Ferraro, then
Seitz singled in Chambliss to give the
Blue Devils a 2-1 lead.

The Highlanders struck in the fifth,
beginning with a leadoff triple to
leftfield. After an RBI single, Emily
Beisser drilled a two-run double to
make the score 4-2. The Blue Devils
answered with a run in the bottom of
the inning. Aditi Jain jolted a leadoff
double to right. Ferraro moved Jain to
third then Chambliss lofted an RBI
sacrifice fly.

The Highlanders erupted for five runs
in the seventh to seize a 9-3 lead. The
first batter drew a walk and advanced to
second on an out. Paige Murphy rapped
an RBI single, and Beisser followed
with an RBI single. After Stephanie
Cataldo singled, Jenna Kubleck crashed
a three-run home run. The Blue Devils
plated three runs in the bottom of the
inning when Ferraro and Chambliss
singled, and Schaefer smashed a three-
run home run.

an assist and Emily Gretsky finished
with two assists. Blue Devil goalie
Mallory Weisse had 19 saves.
IHA 8 4 12
Westfield 6 3 9

Softball Blue Devils Top Tigers,
Elizabeth; Fall to Highlanders

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE ENCOUNTERS…Blue Devil Anna Tanji, No. 7, jumps back to position herself to get a loose ball in the girls lacrosse
game against Immaculate Heart Academy on April 7 at Kehler Stadium in Westfield. IHA won 12-9.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETING THE TRIPLE PLAY…Raider first baseman Lindsay Wilkinson receives the throw to compete a triple play
in the game against the hosting Highlanders.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

Scotch Plains. Exceptional, custom colonial situated on .57 acre adjacent to 11 acre park like setting. 5/6 bedrooms, 3 ½
bath. Grand 2 story foyer opens to elegant living Room & formal dining room with hardwood floors, cove molding and
chandelier medallions. Sunny kitchen w/ center island, separate dining area, patio access from sliders and wonderful
family room w/cathedral ceiling & fireplace.  First floor bedroom/office.  Spectacular master suite with sitting area, newer
luxury bath, & his and her walk-in closets. Three other bedrooms and hall Bath complete the second floor. The 1200 sq ft
finished basement features a bedroom and full bath, exercise room, arts and craft room and  great room. 2 zone heat and
central air, high ceilings, intercom system, 8 ZN sprinkler system, double wide circular drive. Close to Metropark
transportation, Wardlaw-Hartridge and Union County Magnet School.      $919,000.
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