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Union County Vocational Tech
‘Teachers of the Year’ Honored

CONGRATULATIONS…The Union County Vocational-Technical School Dis-
trict honored five teachers of the year at a recent Board of Education meeting. The
honorees featured, from left to right, are: Kathleen Felezzola, teacher of Allied
Health, Union County Tech High School; Courtney Carmichael, teacher of Social
Studies, Academy for Allied Health Science; Kathleen Gavin, teacher of Dance,
Academy for Performing Arts and Nina Lord, teacher of Biology, Magnet High
School for Science, Mathematics, and Technology. Missing from the picture is
Julie Klikus, teacher of Social Studies, Academy for Information Technology.

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Vocational-Technical
School District honored its five
teachers of the year at a recent Board
of Education meeting. Freeholder
Board Chairman Al Mirabella
Joined Board of Education Presi-
dent Charles Mancuso in recogniz-
ing one exemplary teacher from
each of the district’s five high
schools.

“The success of Union County’s
Vo-Tech schools is something that
the Freeholder Board is extremely
proud of,” said Mr. Mirabella. “Ul-
timately, it is the work of teachers
like these that has driven their suc-
cess and the success of their stu-
dents.”

The honorees are: Kathleen

Felezzola, Teacher of Allied Health,
Union County Tech High School;
Courtney Carmichael, Teacher of
Social Studies, Academy for Allied
Health Science; Kathleen Gavin,
Teacher of Dance, Academy for Per-
forming Arts; Nina Lord, Teacher
of Biology, Magnet High School
for Science, Mathematics, and Tech-
nology and Julie Klikus, teacher of
Social Studies, Academy for Infor-
mation Technology.
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Optimist Club Of Westfield
Sponsors Oratorical Contest
WESTFIELD — The Optimist

Club of Westfield is encouraging
Westfield seventh grade students in
Public Speaking to “speak their
mind” as part of the 2012 Westfield
Optimist Oratorical Contest. The
topic choices are “How my opti-
mism helps me overcome ob-
stacles;” “Cyber communications,
progress or problem?;” “Does the
violence in electronic media (video
games, movies, TV, etc.) cause vio-
lent behavior in teens?;” and “Cyber
bullying: cruelty or crime? Can the
Anti- Bulling Bill of Rights go too
far?”

Faculty and administration will
judge the initial rounds of speeches
based on content and presentation
and select five finalists from each
intermediate school. The finals will
be held in the Choral Room 121 of
Westfield High School at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, April 19. Each of the
finalists will receive recognition of

their accomplishment with the top
three winners awarded a medal and
a U.S. Savings Bond.

This is the seventh year the Opti-
mist Club has sponsored the Ora-
torical Contest. The Club has been
active in the community since 1989.
Other programs and service projects
the Club organizes include holiday
food baskets, the annual Hallow-
een haunted house, sponsorship and
mentoring of the Junior Optimists
at Westfield High School, and the
annual Project Graduation Bash.
The Club also annually recognizes
special achievements in the com-
munity with the Youth Volunteer
Award and the Intermediate School
Teachers of the Year Award.

Questions about the Oratorical
Contest should be directed to Irv
Brand at (908) 654-3197. To request
additional information about the
Optimist Club contact membership
chair Mike Walsh at (908) 317-9813.

Campbell Places Second in
Stickley Design Invitational
MORRIS PLAINS — On March

31, Jack Campbell, a junior from
Westfield High School, was awarded
second place in the Second Annual
Stickley Design Invitational. The
event, which took place at the Stickley
Museum at Craftsman Farms, in-
cluded a group of talented architec-
ture and interior design students rep-
resenting 11 New Jersey high schools.
The Invitational, a free, full-day pro-
gram is a partnership between the
Stickley Museum at Craftsman Farms
and the Robert Busch School of De-
sign at Kean University.

It was begun in 2011 during the
museum’s celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the Log House at
Craftsman Farms, a National His-
toric Landmark, Gustav Stickley
masterpiece, and one of the most
significant landmarks of the Ameri-
can Arts and Crafts movement.

Through a competitive application
process, only 15 participants were
selected to compete in this year’s
Invitational. On the day of the Invita-
tional, participants were given a 6-
hour theoretical challenge –to design
an outdoor performance space, in-
cluding a three-dimensional model,
for the grounds of Craftsman Farms.

Students worked on their intensive
challenge project conceiving and pro-
ducing their designs. Along with an
exciting and complex challenge, the
Invitational offered participants the
opportunity to test skills, and interact
with design professionals and stu-
dents sharing similar interests. A team
of volunteer interior designers and

architects, who also served as Invita-
tional jurors, were on hand through-
out the day to offer encouragement,
advice, and feedback as the students
made sketches and constructed three-
dimensional models.

The day culminated in a critique
session and award presentation. Af-
ter careful deliberation, the jury se-
lected two winners, granting first
place to Mike Fogarty, a junior from
West Essex High School in North
Caldwell, and second place to Jack.

Jack Campbell

ROTARY HONOREE…The Rotary Club of Mountainside has a tradition
of honoring the “Student of the Marking Period” from Mountainside’s
Deerfield School. At its March 26 meeting, the club recognized student
Richie Leonardis for his excellent work during the first marking period of
this school year. Pictured, from left to right, are: Deerfield guidance
counselor Heather Goldstein, Richie Leonardis, Principal Kim Richards
and Mountainside Rotary Club President Constance Aloupis. The Rotary
Club of Mountainside meets on Mondays at 12:15 p.m. at Famous Dave’s on
Route 22 in Mountainside.

Virginia Tech
Announces Dean’s List

BLACKSBURG, Va. — The fol-
lowing students enrolled at Virginia
Tech were named to the dean’s list for
the fall 2011 semester. To qualify for
the dean’s list, students must attempt
at least 12 credit hours graded on the
A-F option and earn a 3.4 grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale) during the
semester.

Joseph M. Balak of Garwood.
Joseph is a freshman majoring in
general engineering in the College of
Engineering.

Timothy O. Stuart of Scotch Plains.
Timothy is a senior majoring in mar-
keting management in the Pamplin
College of Business.

Kathryn R. Abruzzo of Westfield.
Kathryn is a senior majoring in me-
chanical engineering in the College
of Engineering.

Laura C. Rogut of Westfield. Laura
is a freshman majoring in accounting
and information systems in the
Pamplin College of Business.

Grace A. Mahoney of Westfield.
Grace is a sophomore majoring in
physics in the College of Science.

www.goleader.com

Caruana On
Production Crew for
Bat Boy: The Musical
NEW LONDON, Conn. — Kristen

Caruana served as sound crew head
for the Connecticut College depart-
ments of Music and Theater’s pro-
duction of Bat Boy The Musical in the
college’s Tansill Theater March 1-4.

Kristen, a junior at Connecticut
College, is a 2009 graduate of Mount
Saint Mary Academy and is the
daughter of Sal and Darleen Caruana
of Westfield.

Bat Boy: The Musical, is a theatri-
cal take on the life of a half-human,
half-bat character created by the now-
defunct tabloid Weekly World News.

Send education
related information

to edu@goleader.com
for consideration.

Free Screenings Set
For Oral Cancer

WESTFIELD – April is Oral Can-
cer Awareness Month and Dr. Elaine
Swingle is offering free oral cancer
examinations on Friday, April 20,
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. by appoint-
ment. Call (908) 232-6132.

In just three to five minutes you
can receive a comprehensive oral
cancer examination. This is an effec-
tive means of finding cancer at its
early highly curable stages. Oral can-
cer affects 34,000 people each year
in the United States alone, and it is
imperative to have an annual screen-
ing. Learn how to reduce the risk of
developing oral cancer.

Reminder: Keep current with your
preventive dental care. Use at least
SPF 30 sun block on your lips.

Dr. Swingle is located at 330 Lenox
Avenue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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