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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ELUDING A DEFENDER…Raider midfielder Kevin Lewis, left, tries to elude
the long stick of Cranford Cougar defender Dan Weber. The Raider boys lacrosse
team defeated Cranford, 12-6, in Scotch Plains on April 7. See story on page 11.

BOOKS AND BUNNIES…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club donated 115 children’s books to a
non-profit organization during the club’s Spring Egg Hunt on March 24. The books were delivered to The King’s Daughters
Day School in Plainfield. Participants also enjoyed a visit from the Easter Bunny. Children of Newcomers’ Club members
are pictured with the book donations. For more information on the club, visit scotchplains.com/newcomers/.

MUNICIPALITY

HOUSEHOLD
IMPACT COUNTY TAX 2012  

TOTAL COUNTY TAX 2012 BY
MUNICIPALITY

AVERAGE PER HOUSEHOLD    

  INCREASE DIFFERENCE         

2011 $12.3 MIL 2011-2012     2011 2012

BERKELEY
HEIGHTS $2,433 $2,502 $69     $14,090,197.88 $14,487,908.72

CLARK $1,740 $1,885 $145     $10,512,369.61 $11,367,950.95

CRANFORD $1,867 $1,999 $132      $16,926,821.31 $17,995,009.98

ELIZABETH   $1,209 $1,194 -$15      $31,680,133.45 $31,055,111.24

FANWOOD   $1,759 $1,880 $121      $4,743,955.05 $5,078,331.81

GARWOOD   $1,548 $1,660 $112      $2,832,712.47 $3,042,425.09

HILLSIDE   $1,109 $1,132 $23      $8,153,264.41 $8,313,174.36

KENILWORTH   $1,373 $1,474 $101      $6,849,577.94 $7,043,105.97

LINDEN   $1,213 $1,246 $33      $24,083,961.15 $24,860,473.65

MOUNTAINSIDE   $2,395 $2,597 $202      $7,072,304.44 $7,646,218.92

NEW
PROVIDENCE   $2,298 $2,485 $187      $10,471,278.22 $11,321,454.81

PLAINFIELD   $1,118 $1,107 -$11      $12,517,401.63 $12,378,961.00

RAHWAY   $1,230 $1,264 $34      $13,652,046.27 $13,835,875.64

ROSELLE   $1,049 $1,011 -$38      $6,877,087.03 $6,591,794.08

ROSELLE PARK   $1,245 $1,264 $19      $5,062,050.87 $5,131,298.53

SCOTCH PLAINS   $2,011 $2,181 $170      $16,366,083.08 $17,727,103.94

SPRINGFIELD   $1,748 $1,821 $73      $12,142,220.85 $12,658,503.40

SUMMIT   $3,613 $4,006 $393      $27,808,360.67 $30,807,086.26

UNION   $1,283 $1,338 $55      $29,302,996.61 $30,099,189.77

WESTFIELD   $2,910 $3,109 $199      $29,955,405.31 $32,027,934.95

WINFIELD   $77 $80 $3      $68,308.75 $74,169.93

AVERAGE TAX
TOWN   $1,678 $1,773       13,865,168 14,454,433

AVERAGE TAX
INCREASE   $94 $96       $657,732 $589,264

PRIOR YEAR
TAX LEVY   $277,356,170 $291,168,537    $277,356,170 $291,168,537

CURRENT
YEAR TAX
LEVY   $291,168,537 $303,543,083    $291,168,537 $303,543,083

DOLLAR
INCREASE   $13,812,367 $12,374,546     $13,812,367 $12,374,546

PERCENT
INCREASE   4.98% 4.25%       4.98% 4.25%

COUNTY TAX
RATE   0.412358807510 0.44642503709       0.412358807510 0.44642503709

      $303,543,083.00

2012 TAX IMPACT ON AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD BY MUNICIPALITY

2012 TAX SUMMARY

Courtesy of Jim Lowney
LOCAL INITIATIVE...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, second from right, speaks with Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz,
center, TD Bank Vice President and Retail Marketing Manager, Beatrice Romao,
left, TD Bank Vice President and Market President Dominick Miceli, second
from left, and Union County Manager Alfred Faella during the third session of
the Union County Means Business networking breakfast series. The series, an
initiative of Freeholder Chairman Mirabella, is designed to bring local business
owners, prospective owners and managers in contact with information about
grants, loans, social media, employee recruitment, and other resources.

SP-F BOE to Award Bid for
Repairs to School Roofs

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) met last Thursday
evening to set their meeting agenda
for the Thursday, April 26 meeting.
Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse, along with other mem-
bers of the BOE, voted to award a bid
for roof replacements at the April 26
meeting.

During prior BOE meetings it was
reported that roof repairs were needed
for four district buildings, including
Brunner School, Evergreen School,
School One and Park Middle School.
All four of these buildings are ex-
pected to be repaired over the sum-
mer months and are expected to be
completed before the fall of 2012.

In February, BOE Facilities Com-
mittee member Warren McFall had
reported that these four schools

needed “critical roof repair work.”
He also noted that a full replacement
of these roofs was not necessary.

Last Thursday the board of educa-
tion also unanimously approved the
meeting schedule for the rest of the
school year up until the Thursday,
December 20 BOE meeting. It was
noted that agenda-setting meetings
would be held on Thursday, May 10;
Monday, June 4, and Thursdays, Sep-
tember 13, October 11, November 15
and December 13. It was also re-
ported that regular public meetings
are scheduled for Thursdays, May
24, June 28, August 23, September
20, October 18, November 29 and
December 13. All meetings are sched-
uled to start at 7:30 p.m. with a public
participation starting time of 8 p.m.

It was noted that the June 4 meet-
ing will start at 7:30 p.m. with a
student recognition ceremony. There

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Franklin Served on Vandalism
Panel, Was Arrested for Burglary

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In the wake of an
arrest made in the brutal 1976 rape
and murder of Lena Triano, despite
being charged as a juvenile, The Star
Ledger revealed the name of the ac-
cused as Carlton Franklin, a 1979
graduate of Westfield High School,
who was just 15 at the time of the
murder.

While the Union County Prosecu-
tor Theodore Romankow had said
last week that he would file a motion
to have the suspect’s name released,
the prosecutor’s office could not com-
ment on a timeline for such motions
as they are not permitted to comment
on juvenile matters. Despite the fact

that the suspect is now 51 years old,
he was a juvenile at the time the crime
was committed, and thus
has to be treated as a
juvenile and under the
laws as they existed in
1976.

According to The
Westfield Leader ar-
chives, Franklin was
appointed to a Youth
Advisory Committee on
Vandalism in September
of 1977, just a year after
he allegedly murdered
Ms. Triano. According
to the article, Franklin
was appointed by then Fourth Ward
Council candidate Herb Kessler. Mr.

Kessler was elected to the seat, and
chose to serve a single term. When

contacted by The
Leader, Mr. Kessler said
that he has “no recollec-
tion of that event” and
said that it was likely
that Franklin was rec-
ommended to him by an-
other committee mem-
ber. Mr. Kessler’s
daughter, Lisa, also
served on the commit-
tee. A phone call to her
was not returned as of
press time.

According to the ar-
chives the committee was formed as
a way to combat a serious vandalism
problem that was taking place at the
time. Over the course of several
months the town was not without an
act of vandalism for a period of more
than two days.

Franklin next appears in the ar-
chives in April of 1980 when he was
arrested and charged with a Stirling
Place burglary along with Ralph
Petterway. The two were held on
$10,000 bail.

Then on November 6, 1981
Franklin broke into the Lawrence
Avenue home of Donald Garrigan,
holding him, his wife Annmarie, and
son Paul hostage. According to The
Leader archives, Franklin held the
family hostage for several hours be-
fore instructing Mr. Garrigan to with-
draw money from two banks. While
at the bank, Mr. Garrigan was able to
alert an employee that he was being
held hostage and police surrounded
the home. Detective Bernard Tracey,
who would later become Westfield’s
police chief, broke through the door
after a scuffle broke out between
Franklin and Mr. Garrigan after which
the Garrigan family escaped the home.

Franklin retreated to the basement
prompting several hours of negotia-
tions between him and members of
the police department ultimately
ended with his capture after he was
subdued by Sergeant Owen McCabe
when he reached for a pack of ciga-
rettes.

Franklin pled guilty to kidnapping
and robbery for which he served just
over 17 years before being paroled in

Carlton Franklin

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Tax Levy to Rise $12.4 M;
SP to See $1.4 M Hike, FW $334 K

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County Man-
ager Al Faella last week released a
proposed budget of $483.9 million
for 2012 with $303.5 million to be
raised in county taxes, an increase of
$12.4 million over last year. Last
year’s tax levy increase was $13.8
million over 2010.

The introduction of the budget is
scheduled for Thursday, April 19,
with adoption anticipated for Thurs-
day, May 31. County officials antici-
pate that the tax levy may be reduced
before its adoption as the freeholders
last week approved the refinancing
of multiple series of bonds that could
generate an additional savings of be-
tween $2 and $4 million for the
county, Mr. Faella told The Westfield

Leader. That transaction is pending
approval from the state’s Local Fi-
nance Board.

Mr. Faella said if approved, county
officials and the freeholders would
discuss the “various options that could
be utilized” with the savings. Free-
holder Fiscal Affairs Committee
Chairman Dan Sullivan said those
discussions would have to occur be-
fore final adoption of the budget.

Locally, Westfield will pay
$32,027,934 in county taxes, a $2.1-
million increase over 2011, with the
average assessed home to pay $3,109,
or $199 over last year. Scotch Plains
residents will see an increase of $1.4
million for a total tax of $17,727,103,
which amounts to $2,181 per aver-
age home, or $170 over last year.
Fanwood will pay $5,078,331, up

$334,376, with the average assessed
home to pay $1,880, or $121 over
2011.

Cranford homeowners will pay
$17,995,009, an increase of $1.1
million, with average taxes per home
amounting to $1,999, or $132 over
last year.

Garwood residents will pay
$3,042,425, a hike of $209,713, with
homeowners to pay an average of
$1,660, or $112 over 2011, while
Mountainside residents face a total
tax hike of $573,914, to $7,646,218.
The average borough assessed home
will pay $2,597 in county taxes, which
is $204 over last year. (For a com-
plete county list, please see chart on
front page).

In his budget letter to the freehold-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Committee Plans
Further Budget Meetings

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Township resi-
dents will have another opportu-
nity to provide input on the pro-
posed 2012 municipal budget next
week as the township committee
continues to seek ways to cut ex-
penditures and lower what is now
a proposed 4-percent increase in
the municipal portion of local
property-tax bills. The $33.7-mil-
lion spending plan was introduced
two weeks ago, but a formal pub-
lic hearing and vote will not occur
until June to allow the governing
body time to make changes and to
await final state aid figures.

At the township committee’s
regular meeting on Tuesday,
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins said
the finance subcommittee, which
he heads, was inviting residents to
speak with him at a public hearing
to be held on Tuesday, April 17,
from 7 to 9 p.m. in Room 108 at
the municipal building. A similar
session was held last week.

In other business at Tuesday’s
meeting, the committee approved
an amendment to a proposed ordi-
nance regulating the feeding of
wildlife on public and private
property. Two weeks ago, the com-
mittee put off final action on the
ordinance after concerns were
raised about the scope of the pro-
posed restrictions, with some resi-
dents worrying that even the feed-

ing of birds would result in penal-
ties. On Tuesday, the committee, by
a 4-to-1 vote, approved the amend-
ment that Commissioner Lisa
Adubato Nesi said would provide
more clarification on what is and is
not permitted.

“You can feed the birds,” she said,
“as long as it doesn’t create an un-
reasonable disturbance,” such as
causing excessive droppings in an
area or attracting rodents. She said
bird feeders, if they are used, must
be at least four feet above the
ground. The penalties for violating
the ordinance also will be lessened,
with a first offense resulting in a
written warning instead of a fine.
Commissioner Edward O’Malley
voted against the amendment, main-
taining that its language was still
vague regarding the feeding of
birds. The final vote on the ordi-
nance will be held on Tuesday, May
8.

The budget for the Downtown
Management Corp. was introduced
on Tuesday. The $150,909 spend-
ing plan will be financed by an
assessment of 20 cents per $100 of
assessed value, an increase of one-
half cent from last year. The pro-
posed budget is $7,309 higher than
last year’s, according to Deputy
Mayor Kalnins, who said the in-
crease was due to higher expendi-
tures for maintenance and improve-
ment purposes. The public hearing
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