
Page 8  Thursday, April 5, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ (908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Sally Bauer Doerr
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

www.mastermemorials.com

– Obituaries –
Olga M. Bruce, Was Medical Assistant;

Church and Community Volunteer
Olga Mildred Kmosko Bruce

passed away on Tuesday, March 27,
2012, at the Green Knoll Rehabilita-
tion Center in Bridgewater, N.J.

Olga was born to Joseph and Emilia
Kmosko in Newark, N.J. on Decem-
ber 20, 1923. She grew up in Hillside,
graduating from Hillside High
School, and spent most of her adult
life in Scotch Plains, N.J. Olga was a
medical assistant to the late Dr.
Stephen Repta, M.D. for many years;
previously she had worked for Exxon
for 10 years.

Olga had a passion and talent for
volunteering in her church and com-
munity. In 1990 the Township of
Scotch Plains honored her as Senior
Citizen of the Year. Her community
activities included membership in the
Ladies Auxiliary to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood VFW, where she served as
president. She also served as president
of the Golden Agers and received the
Outstanding Senior of the Year Award
in 1990. Additionally, she was active
in local PTAs, Boy Scouts of America,
and the New Jersey Association of
Medical Assistants.

Olga was a faithful member of St.
Peter’s Lutheran Church in North
Plainfield, N.J., where she served on
the Church Council and was head
usher and a Sunday school teacher.
As a volunteer at Lyons Veterans
Hospital for over 25 years, she re-
ceived numerous awards and recog-
nition for providing comfort and care
to many.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, the love of her life, Thomas
Edward Bruce, whom she married at
the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in
Newark, N.J. They are survived by
their children, Thomas (and wife
Gerianne), Jeffrey (and wife Rebecca)
and Donald and Lynn Geremia.

Olga also was predeceased by her
sisters, Bess Plauka, Alice Hadley and
Dolly Kmosko, and brothers, Joseph
Kmosko, Jr. and Robert Kmosko. She
additionally is survived by her loving
sisters, Elsie Wasserbach, Jean Hoehler
and Dorothy Jordan.

In addition, she leaves behind 13
grandchildren to celebrate her
memory, Allyson Rae, Ashley Noelle,
Ryan Thomas and Meredith Bruce;
Zachary, Samuel, Rachel and Eliza
Bruce; Donald J. and Megan Bruce,
and Amber, Gracie and Nikki
Geremia. Her memory also is shared
by many nieces and nephews who
were so very fond of her and who will
miss her loving sense of humor.

The funeral service was held on
Saturday, March 31, at St. Stephen’s
Lutheran Church in South Plainfield,
followed by interment at Hollywood
Memorial Park in Union Township.

Arrangements were by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

Letters of condolence may be di-
rected to the website:
therossifuneralhome.com.
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Parkinson’s Group Reveals
Meeting, Unity Walk Dates

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Parkinson Support Group will meet
on Monday, April 9, at 1:30 p.m. The
group normally meets at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue, on the second
Monday of each month. However,
because this month’s meeting falls
on Easter Monday and the church
office will be closed, the meeting will

take place in the Wallace Auditorium
at Overlook Medical Center, located
at 99 Beauvoir Avenue in Summit.

Dr. Roger Kurlan, a movement dis-
order specialist at the Atlantic Neu-
roscience Institute at Overlook, will
be the featured speaker. He will ad-
dress new research and treatments in
Parkinson’s disease. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

Those needing transportation are
asked to meet in the church parking lot
at 1 p.m. They will be dropped off at
Overlook Medical Center and picked
up at 3:15 p.m. and returned to the
church lot. A reservation for this ser-
vice is required. Individuals needing
transportation are asked to contact Bar-
bara Ringk at (908) 322-9214 or
bringk@verizon.net by Friday, April 6.

This church-sponsored community
outreach group has been meeting at the
church for more than 15 years. An
average of 25 to 35 people with
Parkinson’s and/or their caregivers at-
tend each meeting to listen to expert
speakers on a variety of subjects related
to Parkinson’s and to share informa-
tion, encouragement and friendship.
Anyone with Parkinson’s disease or
who knows someone with the disease
is invited to come to a meeting.

The annual Parkinson Unity Walk
will take place in New York City’s
Central Park on Saturday, April 28. All
are invited to join the Westfield
Parkinson Support Group Team in par-
ticipating in the 1.4-mile walk to raise
funds for Parkinson’s disease research.
One hundred percent of donations go
directly to Parkinson’s disease research.

Individuals are invited to visit
unitywalk.org, click on Sponsor a
Walker, and enter Barbara Ringk in
order for the team to receive credit for
a donation. For more details about the
Unity Walk or the support group, con-
tact Barbara Ringk, team captain, at
(908) 322-9214 or bringk@verizon.net.

Thomas R. Harris III, 85, Was Active
In Lions, Recycling Comm., Scouting

Thomas “Bob” R. Harris, III, 85,
of Fanwood died on Monday, April 2,
2012, at Care One in East Brunswick.

Born in New York City, he resided
in Fanwood since 1956.

Mr. Harris graduated from Harvard
College in 1949 with an AB in Eco-
nomics and received his MBA from
New York University. He was em-
ployed as a cost accounting manager
with Bristol-Myers in Hillside for 20
years before retiring in 1989. Earlier,
he had been employed with Allied
Chemical and Colgate Palmolive.

He was a past president and 49-
year member of the Fanwood Lions
Club; a member of the Fanwood Re-
cycling Committee and a former vol-
unteer with Boy Scouts of America

Troop No. 104 in Fanwood.
His wife, Mary Jo, predeceased

him in 1998.
Surviving are his sons, Edward (and

his wife, Apilai) and Richard (and his
wife, Lynn); his sister, Alyce Rossow,
and two grandsons, Bryan and James.

Visitation will be today, Thursday,
April 5, from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood, with services at
7 p.m. Cremation will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Fanwood Lions Club.
For additional information or to sign
the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Hadassah to Hear
From Israel Emissary
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
next general meeting at noon on
Monday, April 16. The guest speaker
will be Natalie Elgrabi, the Israel
shlicha (emissary) sent to the Jewish
Federation of Central New Jersey
through a partnership with the Jew-
ish Agency for Israel (JAFI).

The JAFI is an organization that
works with Jewish people in Israel
and beyond to ensure the future of a
connected global Jewish people with
a strong Israel at its center. Ms. Elgrabi
is the sixth shlicha in the partnership
with the local Jewish Federation.

Ms. Elgrabi has served in the Israel
Defense Force and still serves in the
reserves with the rank of captain.
Candidates who wish to serve as
emissaries go through a screening
process by the JAFI and then a match-
ing process to find the right commu-
nity for each person. Ms. Elgrabi will
be in New Jersey until the end of
2012. The topic of her speech will be
“My Israel: My Life and Experience.”

Prior to the general meeting, the
Book Club will meet at 10:30 a.m. to
discuss “Second Hand Smoke” by
Thane Rosenblum. Members are en-
couraged to bring a lunch. Coffee
and dessert will be served. For addi-
tional information, call Roni Epstein
at (908) 654-5508.

Westfield
Monday, March 26, Michael Verrato,

31, of Garwood was arrested on two
outstanding Dumont warrants, with bail
totaling $185, following a motor vehicle
stop at Gallows Hill Road and East Broad
Street. He was released after posting bail.

Monday, March 26, Barbara Coello,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS)/less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana following a motor
vehicle stop at Central and Lenox Av-
enues. She also had an outstanding Eliza-
beth warrant for $77. Coello was released
on a summons with an April 3 court date
on the possession charge and released on
her own recognizance by the Elizabeth
Court on the outstanding warrant.

Wednesday, March 28, Jonathan
Chananie, 23, of Westfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the 400
block of West North Avenue and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Chananie was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Wednesday, March 28, a Westfield High
School student reported the theft of a black
iPhone, valued at $400. The victim stated
that he left the iPhone temporarily unat-
tended on his desk and when he returned
a short time later it was missing.

Thursday, March 29, Jennifer Potar,
38, of Brick was arrested on the 600 block
of West North Avenue and charged with
shoplifting jewelry and clothing, valued at
approximately $260. She was processed
and released on her own recognizance.

Thursday, March 29, the front fence of
a residence on the 100 block of Hazel
Avenue sustained damage that occurred
sometime between March 28 and March
29. Someone broke seven pieces of the
picket fence, causing approximately $140
worth of damage.

Thursday, March 29, a resident of the
500 block of First Street reported an act of
criminal mischief in which someone broke
the rear window on the victim’s motor
vehicle while it was parked in the street.

Saturday, March 31, Jeffrey Jackson,
41, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Springfield traffic warrant
for $150. Jackson turned himself in at
police headquarters, authorities said. He
was released after posting bail.

Saturday, March 31, Darris D. Martin,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield warrant for $125 at
Westfield police headquarters after be-
ing delivered by the Union County Police
Department. He was released after post-
ing bail.

Sunday, April 1, Lauren Grohens, 21, of
New Brunswick was arrested and charged
with possession of CDS/less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana following a motor
vehicle stop at West Broad Street and Hazel
Avenue. She was released on a summons
pending an April 19 court date.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 19, Jill Jackson, 39,

of Westfield was arrested and charged
with third degree theft and fourth degree
theft after she allegedly removed two
wallets from purses during a party that
was being held at a dance studio on
March 17. According to police, she was
arrested at her home, transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Union County jail for failure
to post bail, which was set at $22,000 by
the Scotch Plains Municipal Court judge.

Monday, March 26, a Raritan Road
resident reported that someone opened
up a cell phone account without his au-
thorization. According to police, the vic-
tim received a bill for approximately $520.

Monday, March 26, a Jefferson Av-
enue resident reported that someone
opened up a credit card without his au-
thorization. According to police, the vic-
tim received a bill for approximately $800.

Wednesday, March 28, a Christine
Circle resident reported that someone
opened up a credit card without his autho-
rization. According to police, the victim
received a bill for approximately $4,000.

Wednesday, March 28, a Hawthorne
Street resident reported that sometime
overnight someone entered her unlocked
motor vehicle, which was parked in her
driveway, and once inside removed a
GPS unit valued at approximately $125.

Wednesday, March 28, a Hawthorne
Street resident reported that sometime over-
night someone entered her unlocked motor
vehicle, which was parked in front of her
house, and once inside removed a pocket-
book, which contained cash and credit cards.

Wednesday, March 28, a Prospect
Avenue resident reported that sometime
overnight someone entered her unlocked
motor vehicle and once inside removed a
GPS unit valued at approximately $250.

Thursday, March 29, a King Street
resident reported that an individual who
he has dealt with in the past has repeat-
edly made contact with him.

Thursday, March 29, a Park Avenue
resident reported that she had several
people over to her house, and when they
left she noticed that several thousand
dollars worth of jewelry was missing.

Thursday, March 29, Latisha Griffin-
Graham, 18, of Watchung was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Front Street
on an outstanding $600 warrant issued
by the North Plainfield Court. She was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, March 31, Clive Rose, 49, of
Edison was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Sunnyfield Lane on an outstand-
ing $500 warrant issued by the Plainfield
Court. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Saturday, March 31, Anthony Taylor,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with distribution of marijuana af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Cushing Road.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, April 1, Sudi Manirakiza, 33,
of Nutley was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22 on an outstanding
$1,200 warrant issued by the Irvington
Court. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Monday, March 26, Margaret Leonard,

67, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at LaGrande Avenue
and Laurel Place on an active Dunellen
warrant. She was processed, posted bail
and released.

Monday, March 26, a resident of the
100 block of Herbert Avenue reported that

her unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in the street, had been entered. A
GPS unit, valued at $100, was stolen.

Wednesday, March 28, Tyshina Spen-
cer, 26, of Plainfield was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Nichols Court on an active South Plainfield
warrant. He was processed, posted bail and
released pending a court hearing.

Wednesday, March 28, Hubert Davis,
52, of Scotch Plains was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Morse Avenue
and Westfield Road on an active Plainfield
warrant. He was processed, posted bail
and released pending a court hearing.

Friday, March 30, Sadiqua Harvard, 36,
of Linden was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on the 200 block of South
Avenue on an active Clark warrant. She
was processed, posted bail and released.

Saturday, March 31, the owner of a
commercial vehicle reported that he
parked the vehicle on Montrose Avenue
near Westfield Road from 9:30 to 11
a.m., at which time an unknown person
broke his side-view mirror.

Mountainside
Monday, March 26, police responded

to a residence on Central Avenue on a
report of a fire. According to police, the
homeowner had started a fire in the chim-
ney, which caught fire. No injuries were
reported, police said.

Tuesday, March 27, a resident of Route
22 West reported an act of illegal dump-
ing after he noticed papers strewn across
his driveway and approximately a quarter
mile down Route 22. According to po-
lice, it appeared the waste flew out of a
waste management truck and was not an
act of illegal dumping. The victim filed a
report, as he felt someone should be held
accountable for the situation.

Wednesday, March 28, an attendant at a
Route 22 gas station reported that a black
male in his early 30s, approximately 5 feet
and 7 inches tall, pumped $15 worth of gas
and fled the scene without paying. Ac-
cording to police, the victim stated that the
suspect told him to “get lost or he would
regret it” when he tried to stop the transac-
tion. A passenger in the vehicle is de-
scribed as a black male in his early 30s
with dreadlocks, but the victim had no
description of the vehicle, police said.

Thursday, March 29, Anthony A. War-
ren, 48, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding Essex County warrant for
$11,921 after police assisted in an inves-
tigation by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) into an immigration
violation. According to police, Warren
did not have an ICE violation and was
turned over to Essex County authorities.

Thursday, March 29, police responded
to a residence on Robin Hood Road on a
report of an alarm going off. According to
police, the homeowner arrived home while
police were still on the scene and later
stated that a piece of jewelry and a back-
pack were missing, as well as two screens
in the up position that were not left that
way. Fingerprints were taken at the scene
and the incident has been turned over to
the detective bureau, police reported.

Saturday, March 31, Kevin J. Romero,
19, of Somerville was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased at the scene.

Sunday, April 1, police responded to a
residence on Hickory Lane on a report of
a burglary. According to police, the victim
stated that he returned home to find mul-
tiple things out of place, and when officers
arrived they determined that someone had
gained entry by forcing open a rear door.
The victim reported that at this time, a
small amount of cash was missing from a
drawer in his master bedroom.

Garwood
Monday, March 5, Edward Freeman,

48, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with leaving the scene of an accident and
driving while intoxicated after an acci-
dent investigation on the 300 block of
Spruce Avenue. Freeman was released
with a pending court date.

Thursday, March 8, James Palughi, 33,
of Garwood was arrested after an investi-
gation of a burglary on the 500 block of
Spruce Avenue. Palughi was charged with
burglary and released on $15,000 bail.

Thursday, March 8, Erin Hynes, 28, of
Westfield was arrested after an investiga-
tion of a suspicious person at a residence
on the 500 block of Spruce Avenue. Hynes
was charged with trespassing and released
with a pending court date.

Saturday, March 10, Ronald Sigl, 54,
of Garwood was arrested after police
received a report of a shoplifter at a store
on the 500 block of North Avenue. Sigl
was charged with shoplifting and released
with a pending court date.

Sunday, March 11, Arben Ismajli, 33,
of Garwood was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on the 100 block of North
Oak Street. Ismajli was charged with
making a right turn on red, failure to
exhibit documents, loud muffler, unin-
sured vehicle, possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) and posses-
sion of CDS in a motor vehicle. He was
released with a pending court date.

Saturday, March 17, Ana Paget, 63, of
Westfield was arrested after an investigation
into a motor vehicle crash on the 400 block
of South Avenue. Paget was charged with
DWI and released with a pending court date.

Sunday, March 18, Katharine Murphy,
27, of Garwood was arrested after an
investigation of a suspicious person in-
side Unami Park. Murphy was charged
with possession of CDS and released
with a pending court date.

Monday, March 19, Yazmin Rios-
Valerio, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on the 400 block
of South Avenue. Rios-Valerio was
charged with providing false information
to a police officer and released with a
pending court date.

Monday, March 26, Joseph Gero, 37,
and Rosa Salazar, both of Elizabeth, were
arrested after an investigation into the theft
of scrap metal from a business on the 200
block of North Avenue. Gero was charged
with trespassing, theft and eluding police.
Salazar was charged with trespassing. Both
were released with pending court dates.

Tuesday, Thomas Maxwell, 25, of
Westfield was arrested after a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 200 block of North Av-
enue. Maxwell was charged with operat-
ing an unregistered vehicle, driving while
suspended, failure to wear a seatbelt, oper-
ating an uninsured vehicle and providing
false information to a police officer. He
was released with a pending court date.

Westfield Police Investigate
Gas Station Armed Robbery

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – An armed robbery
was reported Friday evening at the
Racestar service station on the 800
block of West South Avenue at Tuttle
Parkway.

The victim told police a lone sus-
pect approached him at approxi-
mately 6:45 p.m. and demanded
money. As the employee was get-
ting the money from a booth near
the gas pumps, with his back to the
suspect, the suspect placed what
the victim believed to be a gun to
the back of the employee’s head
and stated “I have a gun,” accord-
ing to Westfield Police Captain
Clifford Auchter.

The victim gave the suspect ap-
proximately $100 to $300 in cash, a
police report of the incident stated.
The suspect then brought the vic-
tim to the business office in an at-
tempt to steal money from a safe,
the report revealed. Shortly after-
ward, after failing to gain access to
the safe, the suspect fled and was
seen entering a motor vehicle and
leaving the area. The victim was
not injured, Captain Auchter said.

Captain Auchter said the suspect
was described as a black male, of
undetermined age, approximately 6
feet tall and 200 pounds, wearing a
gray jacket and possibly a red hat. No
description of the vehicle in which
the suspect fled was available.

A check of the area by respond-

ing police units failed to locate the
suspect. The incident remains un-
der investigation. Anyone with in-
formation is asked to call the
Westfield Police Department’s de-
tective bureau at (908) 789-4000.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ARMED ROBBERY...The Racestar service station on South Avenue at Tuttle
Parkway was robbed at gunpoint on Friday night. The suspect made off with
approximately $100 to $300 in cash, police said.

Miles With Moms
To Benefit MCCNJ

CLARK – The First Annual Miles
With Moms 5K and Kids’ Fun Run,
benefiting the Mothers’ Center of
Central New Jersey (MCCNJ), will
take place on Saturday, April 28, at
Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

The day will include a 3.1-mile
loop around Oak Ridge Park, followed
by a kids’ fun run with awards for all
participants. 5K awards will include
Top Male Adult/Teen overall, Top
Female Adult/Teen overall, Top 5K
Child, Top Adult pushing a child and
Top MCCNJ Member/Alumnus. The
5K will begin at 9:30 a.m. and the Fun
Run will begin at 11 a.m.

The funds raised by MCCNJ, a 35-
year-old non-profit, will underwrite a
menu of programs that provide moth-
ers and other caregivers peer support,
a sense of camaraderie, empathy, in-
formation and other resources.

Volunteer, exhibitor and sponsor-
ship opportunities are available. Reg-
istration is now open. For more infor-
mation, visit cnj.motherscenter.org
or contact Trish Johnson at (908)
787-3950 or
trish.johnson0728@gmail.com.


