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(Fanwood Police) Chief (Richard)
Trigo myself.’ But not only can’t they
show it, they sit there with the same
starry eyes [with which] they bought
Livingston Wilbor (a property the
borough purchased for $1.6 million in
2008 following its partial collapse
during a construction accident at the
adjacent Station Mews development).”
Fellow Republican Mike Szuch, a
union electrician who builds traffic
lights, agreed with Mr. Manduca on
merging the police departments.
“Having our own police force gives
us that old ‘Mayberry’ feeling that citizens appreciate,” Mr. Szuch told The
Times. “I’m concerned about maintaining the intimacy of the service we
have, and I’m very skeptical and resistant to giving up control.”
Conversely, he takes a different
approach to redevelopment in downtown. A resident since 1969, he had
seen Fanwood “stagnate” for a while
and felt the changes “were a long
timing.”
“I’m committed to town. I’ve seen
Fanwood make some pretty big
changes, and I’m excited about the new
developments,” Mr. Szuch told The
Times. He also hoped that the “flurry of
development” could be a boon for the
borough as it seeks to make up for lost
ratables.
Jack Molenaar, vice-chairman of the
Fanwood Democratic Committee, is
hoping to return to the council, where
he had served recently. The Recreation
Commission member is currently the
director of transportation services at
Rutgers University.
Mr. Molenaar stressed to The Times
that he would “push harder” for shared
services, which was a “main reason”
for his deciding to vie for a seat on the
council, where he has sat previously.
“If we can have the same service for
less money, why wouldn’t you do it?
Even a little savings compounds over
time,” he said. The candidate favors a
smaller-scale sharing of services as
opposed to overall consolidation, which
he said would be more time-consuming and less efficient.Also, since shared
services are a prerequisite to an overall
community merger, he said the borough would wisely be tackling “the
tough stuff” first anyway.
“The best way to save money today is by starting to combine services,” Mr. Molenaar said. “Eventually, both towns will realize there’s
no reason for them to be separate.”
Asked if he was worried about longer
response times if a police merger is

realized, he said, “Response times
will be the same or better...We’re
saying we’re going to be the same
size as Westfield Police Department
and the same basic geographic
area.”
He said for too long Trenton has
taken the wrong view of the borough.
“Trenton’s looking at a formula and
seeing us as a doughnut town, and
therefore we must be inefficient. No
one’s really looking to see if we are or
not. They just assume we are [inefficient]. You can’t have a one-size-fitsall formula...Waste can be found in all
sizes.”
Separately, he called the borough’s
redevelopment “very successful” and
said he wants to continue to see it
blossom. Projects are ongoing at a time
when most towns have open stores, he
said. He also noted that the borough
was once full of old lumberyards and
one-story buildings that were falling
down. “Our whole goal was to create a
downtown,” he said.
Newcomer Daniel Levine, a corporate relocation consultant, admitted that
he was initially “surprised” to be selected to run for the seat. He has worked
in state government on a number of
occasions – serving in the Division of
Taxation during the Florio administration years and as an assistant state
treasurer under the McGreevey and
Codey administrations.
“I’m always interested in state and
local finance, and I’ve become particularly interested in the whole notion of
shared services, from concept to implementation. That’s the issue that I’m
most interested in,” he said.
Mr. Levine said he “absolutely” shares
the Mayor Mahr’s view of not pursuing
an overall merger with Scotch Plains,
but rather push for a smaller-scale approach that could lead to the merging of
police departments, as example.
“The first step from getting from
here to there is understanding what
the facts are and what the implications are with the property tax cap,”
Mr. Levine said. “I understand people
can have some concerns about it, but
I think you have to start dissecting the
problem and analyzing it. We need it
to be a fact-based decision-making
process.”
“Having municipalities cope with
a budget cap, rising pension costs
and rising sewer costs is going to be
a real challenge, and I think going
from that conceptual phase to getting
it done is a challenging problem that
I’d like to work on,” he said.
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Police Seek Motive, Suspects In
Death of Ripley Pl. Secretary
The Westfield Leader archives,
March 18, 1976
WESTFIELD — Police are continuing a day and night investigation of the
murder of Miss Lena Triano, a 57-yearold secretary found strangled and
stabbed in her home at 16 Ripley Place
Monday.
Death was attributed to asphyxiation
by strangulation according to the coroner, but a complete autopsy report is
still awaited by Police Chief James F.
Moran.
Miss Triano’s body was discovered
shortly after 3:30 p.m. Monday by
Patrolmen Ronald Coles and Donald
Lamendola and Det. Sgt. William Muth
following a phone call from her employer who became alarmed when she
failed to report for work and efforts to
contact her failed.
Police said they have interviewed
hundreds of people acquainted with
Miss Triano who lived alone on the first
floor of her home on Ripley PL. The
upstairs apartment had been vacant for
years, they said.
Neighbors reportedly saw the victim
Sunday and she was known to have
attended mass at Holy Trinity Church
that morning. No motive has yet been
found for the slaying, and there was no
visible sign of a forced entry to the
house. Police were forced to break into
the apartment, which was locked from
the inside.
Born in Westfield, Miss Triano was
the daughter of the late Philip and
Philomena DelGuidice Triano, a communicant of Holy Trinity Church, she
was a graduate of Westfield High School
and was employed as legal secretary
for the Law firm of David Britkopf of
11 Hill St., Newark.
She is survived by two brothers,
Anthony F. Triano of Fanwood and
Joseph P. Triano of Westfield.
Funeral services are being held at
9:30a.m. today at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Ave., and at 10
a.m. at Holy Trinity Church where a

funeral mass will be offered.
Interment will be in Fairview Cemetery.
***

Rewards Offered for
Information On Murderer,
Assailant
The Westfield Leader archives, July
15, 1976
Rewards of $750 each for information leading to the arrest and convictions of the murderer of Miss, Lena
Triano and the assailant who knifed
Josephine Plasecka have been offered
by the Town Council. Miss. Triano, a
legal secretary, was found dead in her
home at 61 Ripley PI. of strangulation
and wounds Mar. 14. Miss Plasecka, of
211 Cacciola PI. was knifed repeatedly
June 30 when she apparently was surprised by an intruder when she returned home from grocery shopping.
She is recovering from stab wounds.
Anyone with information is advised to
contact Police Chief James F. Moran
who authorized the council to post the
rewards.
Editor’s note: Her brother Anthony,
who died in 1980 at 64, owned Glen
View Manor Tavern in Scotch Plains
for 30 years before retiring in 1976.
Glen View is now Charlie Brown’s
Restaurant. A search of The Westfield
Leader archives in the late 1930s shows
that Miss Triano received many academic and sports honors while in the
Westfield public schools.
***
LENA TRIANO, Westfield High
School’s The Weather Vane, 1937...
Academic Committee (2); Finance
Committee (4); Nominating Committee (4); Typing Club (2, 3); Hockey (2
, 3 , 4); Soccer (2, 3, 4); Basketball (2, 3,
4); Volley Ball (2, 3 ); Tenniquoit (3);
A. A. Council (3); G.A.C. (3). To be a
private secretary is the ambition of
this dependable student, efficient
helper, and excellent athlete.
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law is what it is. We can’t do anything about it, but what it does tell
the public and those who are involved in crimes like this…that
cases are never closed,” Mr.
Romankow said.
The prosecutor said he would file
a motion to have the suspect’s name
released. “I think the public has a
right to know,” Mr. Romankow said.
“I can tell you that it is very
frustrating as a prosecutor to know
that you have to try someone who is
50 years of age as a juvenile,” Mr.
Romankow said.
Mr. Romankow said Ms. Triano
kept her back door open. However,
he said when police went to the
house in 1976 to check on her
wherabouts after she failed to show
up for work on a Monday morning,
they found the back door locked
and the key missing.
“I am sure that’s how access was
gained,” Det. Byron added.
Det. Byron recognized Westfield
Police Officer Nicole Stivale and
Lieutenant John Ricerca for their
help in the investigation, along with
Prosecutor’s Office Sergeant
Harvey Barnwell, who attended
Tuesday’s briefing.
Det. Byron and Sgt. Barnwell went
out into the Westfield neighborhood to talk to long-time residents
about the case. Det. Byron said one
told him, “‘If you ever find out who
did this mystery, please let us
know,’” he said.
A niece of the victim, who lives
in Cranford and is the only known
living relative, was told of the arrest concerning her aunt’s murder.
Speaking on cold cases, Mr.
Romankow said the Triano case “tells
us how important it is to retain evidence,” noting that without the retention of evidence, the Triano murder
“would have never been solved.”
He said the clothes Ms. Triano
was wearing at the time was a critical piece of evidence in the case.
Mr. Romankow is asking anyone
who knows of anyone who was
hogtied in current or old cases to
call his office a (908) 527-4500. “The
investigation is continuing with reference to this crime and possibly
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other crimes,” he said.
Initially detectives began looking
into the Triano homicide case in an
effort to see if there was a link to a
Springfield homicide that had occurred
two months after the Triano murder.
“The connection was that [Ms.
Triano] worked at the same firm
with [the Springfield victim’s] husband,” Det. Byron said. The Springfield case remains unsolved.
The suspect in Ms. Triano’s murder, who is employed as an oil truck
driver and is not married, is being
held in the Union County jail with
no bail pending a release hearing in
the next few days.
“Obviously, we will object to him
being released,” Mr. Romankow
said. “This was not a random murder; we think this person lived in
the area.”
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$8 increase per household. “I think
that’s a good sign that things are
going well,” Mayor Mahr said. The
average assessed household in the
borough is $84,500.
Mr. Lewis proposed honoring Jim
Grover for volunteer of the month.
He asked where the borough
stood on the state skimming money
from energy taxes to fill holes in its
state budget. “There is a concerted
push to stop the skimming of the
energy receipts. We passed a resolution last month to show our support,” Mayor Mahr said.
Fanny Wood Day will be held
Sunday, June 10 the mayor announced. Martine and South Avenues will be closed for the fair.
The borough also discussed holding an auction to sell five impounded
vehicles, dated 1997 to 2002, with
an auction date to be determined,
and proceeds to go to the municipality.
A resolution will be on the table
at the next meeting to mill and repave Hetfield Avenue between
South Avenue and Shady Lane as
part of a shared service with Scotch
Plains.

Scotch Plains Election
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Scotch Plains Republicans should
decide who the candidate is,” the
mayor told The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times in explaining her reasons for mounting a primary challenge. She said there was “no legitimate reason” why the local GOP
failed to name her as its candidate,
aside from what she said were “some
personal disagreements from a few
years ago.”
The mayor bucked her party in
2010 when she backed Dominick
Bratti, a Republican council member
who ran unsuccessfully for re-election as an Independent, and irked
some party members two years ago
when she replaced the township legal
team that had been in place for some
years and had been named by a township council led by then-mayor Martin Marks. She also ruffled some feathers by not reappointing party supporters like long-time zoning board
of adjustment chairman Jim Fawcett
and Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority Commissioner Joan Papen.
“The people — not a small group
— should decide who the candidate
is going to be,” Mrs. Malool said. She
said Republican Chairman William
McClintock, a former council member himself, told her several weeks
ago that she should “not bother running” and “not bother showing up” at
the March 28 candidates screening
because the party apparatus was lined
up against her by a two-to-one margin. “I didn’t think it was right to run
away and give up,” the mayor said. At
last week’s screening, Mrs. Malool
lost to Mrs. DePaola by a 20-15 vote.
Mrs. Malool also accused Mr.
McClintock of engineering a lastminute change in the party’s bylaws
that prevented several members supportive of Mrs. Malool from voting
last week. Mr. McClintock told The
Times the bylaw changes were made
in order to ensure that only those
committee members who were regular attendees at party meetings were
allowed to vote on candidate selections; he pointed out that the vote to
change the rules had been unanimous.
The mayor lamented that what she
termed to be a “personal vendetta”
against her has had an “impact on the
town government.” She said she has
“served the town well, probably
through one of the most difficult times
we’ve had,” alluding to the
recessionary economy when she took
office in January 2009 and then the
town being without a manager during
its critical budget deliberations that
winter and spring.
“The town’s been efficiently run,”
she added. She said finding “good
people” to serve in elective office will
be difficult if the local Republicans
simply want to “put in people who
will just listen to what they say.” That,

the mayor told The Times, will lead to
the “same political hacks” being
elected repeatedly.
Mayor Malool questioned why Mrs.
DePaola — “someone who claimed to
be my friend” — was opposing her,
given that “she’s agreed with me 99
percent of the time” and “for threeand-a-half years, she told me she
wouldn’t run against me.”
For her part, Mrs. DePaola, who has
served as deputy mayor since January
2011, declined to comment on the
mayor, saying she preferred to focus
on her experience and leadership. She
told The Times she was running for
mayor because, “I like serving the
town, and the way for me to serve is
through leadership.” She said that,
“We’ve reached a point where we
need some strong Republican leadership in town. I’m the person to step up
and take a strong leadership role.”
The third council Republican, William Vastine, told The Times he backed
Mrs. DePaola because “the single biggest issue in this campaign is going to
be the [Scotch Plains and Fanwood]
police department merger, not the summer concert series, as Mr. Glover seems
to think.” Mr. Vastine said he felt Mrs.
DePaola supports a more aggressive
attempt at combining the two departments than Mayor Malool. And he
said he and Mrs. DePaola disagreed
with the council’s decision to use
$100,000 in surplus funds from the
sewer utility to lessen the overall property-tax increase this year.
Mr. Glover was elected to the council in 2006, lost to Mayor Malool in
the 2008 mayoral race and was reelected to his council seat in 2010. He
told The Times this week he believes
the township is “starting to turn the
corner,” and said he believes he has
contributed to that in terms of promoting a more open municipal government, more dialogue, urging new ways
to save taxpayer dollars and pushing
more shared services. On the last point,
Mr. Glover said he seeks an increased
shared-services relationship with
Fanwood that “will benefit both
towns significantly through better
services and reduced costs.”
He said the township government,
recognizing that it cannot rely as
much on help from Trenton, “needs
to come to grips with financial reality and work to navigate it.” Without getting into specifics seven
months before the election, Mr.
Glover said he would work to “propose a vision and a strategy to make
the town even better than it is, and
we have to begin by reducing property taxes.”
His running mate, Mrs. Gialanella,
who is making her first run for elective office, is an educator who works
for the Clark School District. Her
husband is a law enforcement officer and they have two children.
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permit. But he said that he thought such
sidewalk displays “don’t lend themselves to the betterment of the downtown.”
Mayor Malool agreed, saying the
ordinance allowing sidewalk displays
should be revised to limit it to tables
and chairs in front of restaurants. The
planning board presently is examining
current ordinances, and Mr. LaCosta
said the board would examine the sidewalk-display ordinance in the course
of its evaluation. Councilman Glover,
while saying that sidewalk displays
“should not be a mess,” also said the
store “does good work” in raising
money for animals and felt the sidewalk displays “gets customers to come
in.”
The council was split on a proposal
from Councilman Glover, the liaison to
the Memorial Day Parade Committee,
on sponsoring a concert on the Sunday
prior to the Memorial Day parade and
ceremonies. Three years ago, the nascent Scotch Plains Management Corporation, in an effort to boost downtown businesses, sponsored an all-day
music festival after the traditional parade – an event that angered many
veterans who preferred the day be set
aside for solemn ceremonies and remembrances.
Mayor Malool expressed concern
about the veterans’ reactions, but Mr.
Glover vowed a “highly dignified con-

cert,” recalling the pre-Memorial Day
concert by the Marine Corps Band
several years ago. The mayor said it
was important to gauge the veterans’
opinions before moving forward on
any serious effort to hold a concert.
Mayor Malool and Mrs. DePaola also
raised the issue of costs – particularly
for police and public works overtime.
The council also approved advertising for engineering and construction
services in connection with needed repairs on nine storm outfalls, which are
where storm water drains into brooks
and streams. An estimated $290,000 to
$350,000 will be required for the repairs, which include stabilization of
banks, and a variety of state environmental permits also will be necessary,
according to Robert Lynes of Hatch
Mott Macdonald, the township’s consulting engineering firm. Funds for the
repairs are available in two existing
bond ordinances from 2006 and 2010.
“The money’s there; this needs to be
done,” Mayor Malool said. Lesser repairs to several other drains have already been completed, Mr. Lynes told
the council.
At the start of the meeting, the council officially named Mr. LaCosta and
Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina as comanagers, replacing the Chris Marion,
who recently resigned to take the position of business administrator in Old
Bridge Township.
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