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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
OUTDOORS IN...The Home and Garden Show held at the National Guard Armory in Westfield this past weekend featured
working three-tier garden waterfalls, bakery products and contractors in a multitude of areas for the home.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
OVERDUE ARREST...The Union County Prosecutor’s office made an arrest
Monday in a 36-year-old Westfield homicide case. Lena Triano, 57, was found
brutally raped and murdered in her home on Ripley Place in Westfield on March
15, 1976. Pictured, Homicide Detective Vinny Byron, left, and Prosecutor Ted
Romankow make the announcement to the press on Tuesday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ON YOUR MARK...Runners dart across the starting line at the St. Bart’s second
annual Pot of Gold 5K race held Saturday morning in Scotch Plains.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
EGG-TRAVAGANZA...Children race to collect plastic eggs at Garwood’s
Easter Egg Hunt held at the Little League fields on Sunday. In addition to
prizes, there was a visit by the Easter Bunny.

GW BOE Proposes $8.35
Mil. Budget at 2-Percent Cap

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough’s
board of education approved, by a 6-
0 tally on Thursday, a proposed bud-
get for the 2012-2013 school year
totaling $8,349,831, which includes
a general fund of $7,682,554 and
special revenues of $134,160, with
$7,258,780 to be raised in taxes. Taxes
would be increased 2 percent, repre-
senting a hike of $146.39 for the
average Garwood assessed home of
$102,710.

The district moved its election to
the November General Election,
which eliminates the public vote since
the budget is at the 2-percent state-
imposed cap. The budget represents
a $292,400 increase over 2011-2012
with the tax levy increasing by
$135,733. State aid totaled $487,384,
an increase of $117,414 over last
year. The budget allows the district to
maintain extra-curricular activities.
The total debt service payment for
this year is $533,117.

Board Business Administrator
Janine Murray presented the budget
to the board and public. Ms. Murray

said the total administrative cost is
$172,860 below the state permitted
maximum.

Health services almost doubled
over last year, by $58,000, because
the district included salaries for one
physical therapist and one occupa-
tional therapist to keep special-ser-
vices students in-district for these
services. Ms. Murray told The
Westfield Leader that it could cost
some $60,000 for one student to go
out-of-district for one of these ser-
vices.

The contract between Garwood and
Clark for Clark supplying high-school
education to Garwood students at the
Arthur L. Johnson High School to-
tals $1,851,000 for 2012-2013, Ms.
Murray said.

Only one resident attended the bud-
get hearing Thursday.

“Balancing the budget by taking
money from the capital fund is hor-
rendous,” resident Bruce Paterson said.
“I can see now why it was so easy.”

“We did say last year we were
going to do that for the next few
years,” Superintendent Teresa
Quigley responded.

Arrest Made in 1976 WF Murder;
Suspect Must Be Charged as Juvenile

Lena Triano, Archives
of WHS’ TheWeather
Vane, 1937.

Board of Adjustment Gives Prelim.
OK to New WF Vet Group Facility

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Zoning Board of Adjustment, last
Wednesday, granted a preliminary
approval, with conditions, for a new
veterinary hospital at 560 Spring-
field Avenue.

The Westfield Veterinary Group,
trading as RWM Family LLC ap-
peared before the board seeking
several use and bulk variances in
order to demolish its present facil-
ity, a one-and-a-half-story build-
ing, and erect a three-story facility
which will include an operating
room and a dental room, with space
for chemotherapy and physical
therapy. Upon final approval, the
footprint of the building will go
from 3,500 to 6,800 square feet.
The property will have parking in
front of the building, and parking
will be increased from 49 to 59
spaces. There also will be new land-
scaping, lighting and signage on
the property.

RWM’s architect,  Barbara

Vincentsen, described the first floor
as having two waiting rooms, an
office, a grooming suite and 10 ex-
amining rooms. There currently are
five examining rooms. She said the
second floor would have an operat-
ing room with two tables, a post-op
room, a dental room, an isolation
room for animals with communi-
cable diseases, with five suites. She
also said there would be a patient
care room with 12 suites, a digital
imaging room, a chemotherapy
room and an intensive care room.
The suites, or hospital rooms, will
replace metal cages. Cat suites will
have a bedroom and a separate room
with a litter box. Ms. Vincentsen
also said the third floor would be
used for administrative purposes,
with a conference room, an exer-
cise room and a break room. The
basement would be used for stor-
age.

The building will be set back and
end five feet from the back property
line. Parking will be in the front of
the building, and will start 40 feet
from the curb and will angle back
65 feet.

Ms. Vincentsen told the board
that the façade would be brick with
cast stone trim. She said the build-
ing would be well insulated and
that the heating, ventilation and air
conditioning would have 10 zones,
and would be well ventilated to
reduce odors. She said the signage
would be blue with white lettering.

The board was assured that a ken-
nel would no longer operate on the
site, which would eliminate the
drop-off and pick-up aspect of the
facility.

Tom Quinn, project engineer,
said the first part of the construc-
tion plan would involve the demo-
lition of the kennel at the back of
the present facility. The area would
be fenced off for safety purposes
at that time. The second phase
would be construction on the new
facility. Temporary barriers would
be placed at driveways and for a
short time there would be one way
in and out.

The rest of the building would be
demolished during the third phase,
with temporary paving put in, fol-
lowed by completion of curbing,
parking stalls and striping during
the fifth phase. Phase five would
entail placing parking east of the
site, with the sixth and last phase of
the project involving completion of
the rest of the parking spaces.

Responding to a question from
Westfield Town Planner Bill Drew
about a time frame for the project,
Mr. Quinn said the project is ex-
pected to take 15 months to com-
plete.

When asked by board member
Anthony Cerami about safety is-
sues during construction, the
applicant’s attorney, Steve Hehl,
said safety issues “would be in-
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Carlton Franklin,
Archives of WHS’ The
Weather Vane, 1979.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Union County
Prosecutor Ted
Romankow on Tuesday
announced the arrest of a
51-year-old man in con-
nection to the brutal rape
and murder of a 57-year-
old Westfield woman that
occurred in 1976. The
twist in the case, how-
ever, is that the man ar-
rested was 15 at the time
and cannot be charged as
an adult and his name is
being withheld. In a re-
port published by The Star Ledger,

the suspect has allegedly been identi-
fied as Carlton Franklin, Westfield
High School Class of 1979,

and at the time, a
neighbor of the vic-
tim who lived at
617 Stirling Place.

Mr. Romankow
told reporters that
the body of Lena
Triano, who worked
for a law firm in
Newark, was found
in her 616 Ripley
Place home some-
time between
March 14 and 15,

1976.

“It was a brutal murder. She was
hogtied, stabbed…sexually assaulted,

also bludgeoned,” Union
County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice Homicide Detective
Vinny Byron said, noting
that a bottle was broken
over the woman’s head.

Det. Byron said the
cause of death was deter-
mined to be asphyxiation
and multiple stab wounds
that lacerated her lung.

Under state juvenile
law in 1976, authorities
could not release the
names of anyone under

the age of 16 as they could not be
waived up to be charged as adults,
Mr. Romankow said. In February of
1978, the law changed so that juve-
niles aged 14 years and six months or
older could be waived up and charged
as adults and have their names then
released, a law which remains on the
books today.

“Unfortunately, the law carries
through that (release of juvenile
names) protection even after the per-
son is an adult unless the case is
waived up to the adult court,” Mr.
Romankow explained. “This crime
(Triano homicide) occurred prior to
that date (February 1978 law
change).”

A juvenile in 1976, however, “could
have been sentenced to an indetermi-
nate term not to exceed life.”

“That means the authorities can
release him at such time as they feel
he is rehabilitated,” the prosecutor
said. “This is such an unusual cir-
cumstance that we are still investigat-
ing the minimum term period that we
would expect a person adjudicated
delinquent for murder would have to
serve.”

Under today’s law, the prosecutor
said, juveniles could serve 10 years
for a felony homicide and 20 years
for “knowingly and purposely kill-
ing someone.”

“The individual will be tried in the
juvenile court unless he waives his
right and wishes to be tried in an adult
court,” Mr. Romankow said.

“Some people are going to be criti-
cal of the law, saying ‘that’s it, that’s
what he is subjected to?’ The law is
what it is. We can’t do anything about
it, but what it does tell the public and

SP Sets Budget Hearing;
Nixes Use of Add. Surplus

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – With its bud-
get hearing two weeks away, the town-
ship council on Tuesday quickly dis-
patched a proposal from Councilman
Kevin Glover to use more of the
township’s surplus as a revenue source
in an effort to lessen the proposed
increase in the municipal property-
tax rate.

At the governing body’s regular
meeting, Mr. Glover – who has advo-
cated for using surplus more aggres-
sively than his colleagues – proposed
using an additional $100,000 in sur-
plus to reduce the tax hike from 1.96
percent to 1.25 percent. The council
has already agreed to use $2.24 mil-
lion of township surplus funds to
balance the proposed $23.6-million
budget.

The two Republican council mem-
bers present at Tuesday’s meeting –
Councilman William Vastine was
absent – opposed the move, with
Mayor Nancy Malool saying that
using too much surplus “was only
asking for trouble” because it might
not regenerate next year. She noted
that she had agreed, as a “symbolic
gesture,” to use $100,000 from the
sewer utility surplus to lessen the
property-tax burden. Deputy Mayor
Mary DePaola agreed, saying, “we
don’t want to cut the surplus too
much.”

Democratic Councilman Michael
Marcus said he would favor doing
something to reduce tax increases,
whether it be using more surplus or
“something else,” such as added cuts
in certain areas. But the mayor pointed
out that most department budgets
were flat this year.

In other matters, the council at its
Tuesday, April 17 meeting will con-
sider a resolution allowing the Best
Friend Dog and Animal Adoption
store on East Second Street to place
items for sale on the sidewalk. Last
year, there were complaints about
excessive numbers of goods on the
sidewalk, and the council a year ago
placed a five-piece limit on the dis-
plays. Zoning Officer Robert LaCosta
said it appeared that the store has kept
“within the confines” of last year’s
permit. But he said that he thought
such sidewalk displays “don’t lend
themselves to the betterment of the
downtown.”

Mayor Malool agreed, saying the
ordinance allowing sidewalk displays
should be revised to limit it to tables
and chairs in front of restaurants. The
planning board presently is examin-
ing current ordinances, and Mr.
LaCosta said the board would exam-
ine the sidewalk-display ordinance
in the course of its evaluation. Coun-
cilman Glover, while saying that side-
walk displays “should not be a mess,”


