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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HELLO, OLD FRIEND...Members of the Westfield High School Class of 1961
gather at Gary Kehler Stadium on Saturday for a tailgate before the WHS
football season opener against Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEVER FORGET...Members of the Westfield Police Department Color Guard and Fire Department march in the 9/11
ceremonies held at Memorial Park on Sunday commemorating the 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks.

Photo courtesy of Dave Williams
FALLEN PATRIOTS...The Union County Fire Chiefs’ Association hosted a
memorial last weekend  at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside, where 343 American
flags, representing each FDNY firefighter who perished, were displayed.

Third Ward Politics Flare At
Westfield Council Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
public meeting of the Westfield Town
Council, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
opened the public comments portion
of the meeting asking residents to
refrain from shouting from the audi-
ence. He said that, “its very disrup-
tive” and that if residents were not
able to control themselves, he will
adjourn the meeting, as he did at the
August meeting.

Matt Sontz, who is the Democrat
candidate for the third ward council
seat, said that the “council should
reassess its judgment” and “find the
money” to reinstate the crossing
guards that were cut last year at the
Central Avenue intersections of Park

Street and Grove Street. He said that
he doesn’t understand why the guard
is remaining at the Central Avenue
pedestrian crossing signal as it is not
an intersection.

Greg Kasko, who is also running
for the third ward council seat as an
independent candidate, said that the
mayor singled him out at the last
meeting, even though he was not the
only resident that was out of order.
He told Mayor Skibitsky “you en-
gaged in conduct unbecoming a
mayor” by making a “personal attack
on me” when at the August meeting
he pointed out that Mr. Kasko is run-
ning for council and asked him to
release a disciplinary hearing report
from when Mr. Kasko was a Westfield
police officer.

Mr. Kasko said that he has been
coming to meetings for over a year to
bring issues to the public forum. He
said that he felt he could help Adina
Enculescu and Maria Carluccio with
their issues pertaining to the pedes-
trian crossing signal in front of Ms.
Enculescu’s home. Mr. Kasko added
that the women were “misled and
abused” and that his job isn’t done
until the light is moved.

Lisa DeCicco of Cambridge Road
said, “I feel what this board did was
wrong” in reference to the placement
of the light in front of Ms. Enculescu’s
house. According to Ms. DeCicco,
“you took something away from her”
and questioned what the process
would be the next time the town wants
to put up a light.

Mayor Skibitsky said that none of
Ms. Enculescu’s property was taken
from her. The light and sidewalk were
installed in the county right of way.

Ms. DeCicco said that residents
assume their property goes all the
way to the street since they take care
of it, and they don’t expect to wake
up one day to find it taken away.

Ms. Carluccio said that there was a
three-car accident at the pedestrian
crossing signal on Monday because
the white striping confuses drivers.
She said that, “the hand of God is
going to move that light.” She added
that having the chief of police, who
was appointed by the mayor and coun-
cil, author a report on the pedestrian
crossing signal is akin to “hiring a
pedophile to care for your children.”

After Ms. Carluccio took her seat,
Mayor Skibitsky began responding
to some of her comments and Ms.
Carluccio began shouting from the
audience that it is “unbelievable that
you can’t talk to me when I’m stand-
ing at the microphone.”

While Mayor Skibitsky said that if
the light was moved to the corner of
Clover and Central the goals would
not be met, Third Ward Councilman
Dave Haas disagreed, saying the ob-
jectives would still be met if the light
were moved to the corner.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing pay-
ment to the members of the ward

County Reports Hurricane
Damage and Cleanup Efforts

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/Union County
PITCHING IN...County workers remove debris from in front of homes along
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. Dozens of trucks and front-end loaders assisted
Cranford, which had hundreds of homes and businesses damaged during severe
flooding.

CF Mayor Cites Flood Among
Most ‘Significant Challenges’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, in the wake of Hurri-
cane Irene but with the storm’s after-
math still evident, praised the “resil-
ience of our residents” and said the
recovery from the late August flood-
ing is “one of the most significant
challenges the township has had to
face.”

On Tuesday, at the township
committee’s first regular meeting
since the hurricane resulted in what
he estimated will be more than $3
million in clean-up costs, the mayor
said the municipal government’s main
focus is on the residents and making
certain they recover. “This is quite a
challenge for our community,” he
stated.

The mayor praised the efforts of
the township department of public
works, and thanked Union County
for being a “partner” in the clean-up
efforts. Mr. Aschenbach also lauded
the assistance of Congressman
Leonard Lance, who he termed an
“incredible ally for Cranford,” As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick and county
freeholders Alexander Mirabella and
Bette Jean Kowalski. He additionally

thanked neighboring towns, specifi-
cally Union Township, for their as-
sistance.

Mr. Aschenbach said a new pro-
gram – the Broom Patrols – will get
underway this weekend “to get glass
and other debris out of the streets.”
And a task force is being formed to
address matters regarding the mu-
nicipal building, the first floor of
which was severely damaged by
floodwaters.

At the start of the meeting, Police
Chief Eric Mason provided an over-
view of recovery efforts over the past
two weeks. He said more than 70,000
tons of household debris is still on the
streets, and said he expects that two
rounds of pickups will be required.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and Small Business
Administration have representatives
at the disaster recovery center that
has been set up at the community
center and is open from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. seven days a week. Township
department heads were set to meet
with FEMA officials yesterday to
discuss recovery efforts.

Chief Mason said the cleanup of
the municipal building’s first floor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – County officials an-
nounced that a complete report sum-
marizing costs and services rendered
for Hurricane Irene would be pro-
vided to the Board of Chosen Free-
holders for tonight’s regular meet-
ing.

During the board’s September 8
agenda meeting, Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works
and facilities, said the county lent
municipalities everything from equip-
ment to personnel to assist with emer-
gency and cleanup efforts following
the August 27-28 storm that caused
significant flooding throughout the
county and state.

The board is expected to vote on a
resolution at tonight’s regular meet-
ing to enter into a mutual aid agree-
ment between the county and its 21
municipalities for “assist and recov-
ery efforts” from the hurricane.

“We are working overtime helping
out,” Mr. Graziano said. “Obviously,
we have been in Cranford since day
one with multiple forces.”

He said county public works and
engineering crews have also been
helping out in Kenilworth, Westfield,
Springfield and Union. “We have been
around any town that asks,” Mr.
Graziano said. “Anyone who wants
to come to us we are going to figure
out a way to help them out.”

Mr. Graziano said the storm dam-
aged county bridges on Madison Hill
Road in Clark over the Clark Reser-
voir and Pine Grove Avenue in Sum-

mit. Mr. Graziano said the heavy
rains “washed away everything from
underneath the footing [of the Madi-
son Hill Bridge] and it was in a pre-
carious position.” He said an engi-
neering firm has been working on the
repairs. Madison Hill has been closed
to through traffic since the bridge
was shut.

Mr. Graziano said 75 percent of
the costs incurred by the county from
Irene would be eligible for reim-
bursement from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA). He said the county’s FEMA
disaster aid application is being
handled by the Union County Office
of Emergency Management in the
Department of Public Safety.

County Manager Al Faella said
Runnells Specialized Hospital and
the Department of Human Services
also have storm-related costs and/or
services that will be detailed in the
report.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the county’s Meals on
Wheels kitchen in Linden had to be
shut down due to flooding. Although
run by non-profit Meals on Wheels,
Inc., Mr. Guzzo said the facility has
been owned by the county for “well
over 35 years.” The facility prepares
and delivers 1,500 meals daily to
homebound seniors and congregate
meal sites “throughout the county.”
He said the workers are provided by
Meals on Wheels, Inc. Congregate
meals are nutritionally-balanced
meals served at locations such as

Westfield BOE Hears Complaints
From Parents on Bus Routes

 By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Many parents
came to Tuesday’s Board of Educa-
tion meeting to express their concern
over school bus routes that are mak-
ing 17 stops, busses coming 20 to 30
minutes late, bus drivers who did not
know the routes and children being
dropped off far from their homes.
Parent after parent came to the mi-
crophone to have their concerns
heard.

Parent Diana Dobosiewicz stated
that 46 children were left behind on
the first day of school because a small
15-seat bus was mistakenly sent for
children that were re-districted and
going to the Edison Intermediate

School. After the fifth day she said,
“The bus run is still not running prop-
erly.” She stated, “I am quite frankly
horrified.”

 Parent Marie Guarmuccio said her
son sits on the bus for approximately
37 minutes while the bus makes 17
stops. She stated that he does not
arrive home until 3:55 p.m. on a daily
basis. “If he were on the bus just five
more minutes he could be at Port
Authority,” she said.

Parent Barbara Sgro said, “Some-
one needs to take ownership of these
bussing problems. Bus drivers don’t
know where they are going and have
a hard time communicating because
they don’t know the language.”

Board member David Finn reported
that he and Acting Business Admin-
istrator Vincent Yaniro have a meet-
ing scheduled the next day (Wednes-
day) to help solve the bussing issues.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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343 IN MEMORY...The Union County Fire Chiefs’ Association hosted a memo-
rial throughout last weekend to honor the 343 New York City firefighters who
made the ultimate sacrifice on September 11, 2001. The memorial displays 343
American Flags (made in America, Texas) 3'x5,' one for each FDNY firefighter
who perished. They are placed across the grass field in Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside. Businesses and individuals from the region and as far away as
Kentucky have made this possible. A sizeable donation will be made to the St.
Barnabas Burn Center in Livingston, N.J. Any person or group wishing to
participate should contact Deputy Chief Steven Ruhl, (908) 380-2981.

Courtesy of Debbie Nillas
ABOUT SAFETY...At the Westfield
Harding Street block party, firefighters
discuss safety. Lt. James Ryan speaks
with the 40 residents and shows equip-
ment as Dillon O’Conner listens.

MAINE...Jennifer Lee lives in North
Carolina. She lived in Westfield for 55
years. While on vacation this summer,
she brought The Westfield Leader with
her to Bremen, Me.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Storm Report

commission for $450 for the chair-
man, $400 for each of the commis-
sioners and $350 for the assistants.
The ward commission is required
following a census to ensure that each
of the town’s four wards are equally
drawn. The commission met on Sep-
tember 1 and voted unanimously to
leave the current ward lines un-
changed.

Additionally, the council passed
two resolutions awarding the street
paving contracts for the downtown
road improvements and various other
street paving projects around
Westfield. The town has a full list of
road projects on their website at
www.westfieldnj.gov. Some streets
on the list are not included in this
contract due to their proximity to
schools and will be bid at a later date.

Before the start of the meeting,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea in-
formed the council that the town
would be attending a meeting with
FEMA on Wednesday to learn how to
apply for relief following Hurricane
Irene. He said that the town had an
increase in overtime for employees,
as well as equipment costs and that he
is hopeful they will “get some reim-
bursement back.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

will last well into next week, and
pointed out that some township ser-
vices, such as the municipal court,
are now located in temporary trailers
set up in the parking lot behind the
building.

Speaking later in the meeting about
flood control efforts to date and in the
future, Mayor Aschenbach said there
would be “big dollars to fix this prob-
lem.” In response to a former town-
ship engineer’s long statement criti-
cizing the mayor’s record on flood
control issues over the past two de-
cades, the mayor defended his record
and the ongoing five-phase flood
control program.

Other members of the township
committee issued similar praise for
municipal employees and township
residents. Commissioner Mark
Dugan called it a “trying two weeks
for everyone” and thanked police and
other public safety personnel as well
as county and state officials and leg-
islators for their efforts.

Commissioner David Robinson
called the storm’s effects a “commu-
nity-wide issue.”

“We’re all hurting,” he said, re-
gardless of whether individuals were
affected by flooding or not. He praised
public employees as well as neigh-
bors helping those most affected by
water damage.

Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell
praised the “dedication and hard
work” of township officials. “I can’t
commend them highly enough,” he
said. Commissioner Edward
O’Malley similarly lauded township
personnel, some of whom he said
remained on duty even while their
own homes may have been damaged.

community or senior centers.
Mr. Guzzo said the county

manager’s office prepared an emer-
gency declaration in order to fill the
void by contracting temporarily with
Long Island-based Whitsons, which
provides Meals on Wheels for four
other counties. Whitsons has a local
facility in Elizabeth. He said Whitsons

has been providing the meals since
September 1 and will continue until
the Linden facility is up and running,
which he hoped would be within a
week.

On another matter, the county is
purchasing four Jeeps with plows for
the Department of Administrative
Services, one of which will be given
to the Westfield Department of Pub-
lic Works.

“Westfield did not have a small
plow truck there to take care of the
parking lot and the surrounding area,”
said Matthew DiRado, director of
personnel.

The county will spend $149,396
for the purchase of the four vehicles
from Flemington Dodge, Chrysler,
Jeep, LLC.

Mr. DiRado also requested a reso-
lution to pre-qualify Rahway Travel
to provide travel agent services “to
all county entities” per a state statute.
He said Rahway Travel has gone
through the requests for quotations
and requests for proposals processes
so that its rates would be set.

Mr. Faella added that the county
has implemented “justification meth-
ods for all individuals who will be
traveling.” He said employees are
now required to list the purpose for
the travel and, once they return from
the trip, provide a “post-event report
as to what benefit they’ve derived for
the county to make sure that we’re
really justifying all these expenses.”

“Terrific,” responded Freeholder
Al Mirabella, chairman of the board’s
fiscal affairs committee.

The board also considered a reso-
lution request to conduct an online
auction for commercial natural gas
per the state’s Local Unit Electronic
Technology Pilot Program. Mr.
DiRado said the previous contract
saved the county $800,000 in energy
costs over what was previously pro-
vided by public utilities.

“This (auction) is just to lock in a
price for the next 24 months,” Mr.
DiRado said.

The board also reviewed a resolu-
tion for the county to enter an agree-
ment between Runnells and New York
University. Under the agreement,
Runnells would provide clinical train-
ing for students in NYU’s occupa-
tional therapy training program.

WANTED…Anyone with information
on the above individual who is wanted
in connection with a TD Bank robbery
that occurred on Sunday at approxi-
mately 2:10 p.m. is asked to call the
Westfield Police Department at (908)
789-4000. See story page 6.

Garwood Reviews Hurricane Damage;
Considers Underpass Generators
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough incurred
in excess of $75,000 in expenses due to
Hurricane Irene, Borough Council Build-
ings and Grounds Committee Chairman
Victor DeFilippo reported Tuesday night.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma said
that the borough would seek reimburse-
ment from its insurance company and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

Councilman DeFilippo said trees took
out power lines and pulled up sidewalks,
and the cleanup of the trees cost $3,200.
Laptops at the police department were
destroyed costing approximately $6,000
to replace. It is also estimated to cost in
excess of $1,000 to haul out damaged
goods from flooded basements.

The municipal building, pump station
and underpass on Center Street, as well as
North and South Avenue businesses, were
without power for one week.

Included in the recommendation being
written up is a generator for the pump
station. Since it was flooded, Council-
man DeFilippo said, access was not avail-
able to connect a portable generator.

“Our hearts go out to our neighbor
Cranford,” Councilman DeFilippo said.

With Cranford’s severe flooding, first
and second graders from Brookside El-
ementary School are being displaced to
Garwood’s Washington School. Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi said the township is
using three classrooms there. Cranford is
paying for the insurance and expenses,
but currently is not being charged a fee to
use the space. A contract was signed that
stated that Cranford would pay $1 for use
of the space, the mayor said. Cranford
has discussed the possibility of using the
borough’s crossing guards and police,
and should they move forward Ms.
Ariemma said Cranford would need to
pay for those services.

The mayor said the Garwood Fire De-
partment pumped out water from 40
houses in the borough. The mayor said
three borough trees fell and the borough
incurred minimal flooding. No homes
were condemned and there were no evacu-
ations, she told The Westfield Leader.

Fire Committee Chairman Lou
Petruzzelli said that 43 of 53 incidents
this month that the Fire Department tended
to were the result of Irene.

Streets and Roads Committee Chair-
man Timothy Hak said the borough’s
street sweeper was lent to Cranford to
help in the township’s effort to clean up
after the hurricane. He also said some
preventive sewer treatments are being
performed this week.

Prior to the meeting, the mayor swore
in new police sergeants Douglas Stoffer,
Samuel Rocco and James Wright.

Former mayor Dennis McCarthy asked
about the recent roadwork completed by
the Department of Transportation on the
underpass on Center Street, noting that it
looked like a spot in the work was not
done properly and he thought the paved
area may come up.

Resident Angelo Alimonti asked why

the problem with the underpass flooding
was not rectified. Mayor Quattrocchi said
that during Hurricane Irene power went
out causing the electric pump to go out,
and the borough does not have a genera-
tor. She said the borough is looking into
getting backup power, calling the flood-
ing of the underpass a “safety issue.”

Municipal Engineer Donald Guarriello
said the two manholes that are not level
with the street on 3rd Avenue and Gal-
lows Hill Road are being looked into. He
also reported that the Willow Avenue
utility problems are being addressed this
week and the next. The Center Street
project is underway, he said, and noted
that the pipes are not sealed and need to
be to ensure the water does not freeze in
the winter.

Municipal attorney Joseph Triarsi said
he is scheduled to meet with Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy this month to
discuss proceedings on the lawsuit pre-
sented by The Pointe at Garwood, which
filed a lawsuit earlier this year for pay-
ment of snowplowing services, lighting
and cleaning, etc.

During public comment of the meet-
ing, resident Bill Nierstedt opposed the
ordinance for a bulk waste program. He
said taxpayers are paying for the salaries
of Department of Public Works (DPW)
workers to haul the bulk when the work-
ers time could be better used elsewhere,
as well as the wear and tear on the DPW
trucks. He said the work should be done
by a private hauler. He said the council
needs to “develop a backbone.”

The council voted 5-1 to pass the ordi-
nance, with Councilman James Matthieu
being opposed. Councilman Matthieu said
from a financial standpoint he is a “little
queasy” with the $55 fee.

 Councilwoman Sara Todisco com-
mented before the vote that she was not in
favor of using DPW staff and vehicles.
“By using our own truck I am concerned
about injury to our DPW staff,” she said.

Councilman Lou Petruzzelli also said
he did not like using DPW staff. Both
voted in favor of the ordinance.

Residents will pay a $55 fee for up to
750 pounds of bulk waste to be picked up
at their curbside.

Councilman Mathieu said he thought
August’s finance scenario was “depress-
ing,” saying tax collections were flat in
August, year after year. He also reported
that 100 properties were delinquent in
paying their tax bill, resulting in a defi-
ciency of $422,000.

The council also adopted on the con-
sent agenda to appoint former Garwood
policeman, Leonard DiStefano, as zon-
ing code enforcement officer, replacing
former Police Chief William Legg. Mr.
DiStefano will be paid $6,000 a year;
Chief Legg was paid $7,000.

The council also discussed the state’s
recently added Best Practice Inventory
Form, which has asked the borough a list
of questions to determine its efficiency of
operations. Ultimately, should a munici-
pality fail to meet certain criteria, the
state would hold back a percentage of
state aid, Ms. Ariemma said.

By Paul Lachenauer

By Jonathan O’Hea By Susan Dougherty

By Jonathan O’Hea

Courtesy of Michele Modestino

By Greg Ryan

Board President Julia Walker told the
parents that they would be notified
right away via e-mail of their find-
ings and if there were new routes
added.

In other business, a report was pre-
sented by Mark Freidberg, chairman
of the Parent Teacher Council Tech-
nology Committee . Mr. Freidberg is
said to have experience in Informa-
tion Technology (I.T.) Management.
He reported that there were represen-
tatives from each of the 10 Westfield
schools on the committee and that
there is an open spot for Lincoln
School. He added that the committee
also consists of the district’s Chief
Technology Officer Brian Auker and
Lorre Korecky, the district’s commu-
nity relations representative.

He said the committee was work-
ing in conjunction with the BOE’s Ad
hoc Technology Committee and that
the goal is to “help meet the district’s
technology needs and implement
fundraising and financial plans to
meet those needs.” He said in the last
three years “spending for new com-
puter equipment has been cut by 80
percent and that 70 percent of the
district-wide installed base of com-
puters are four years or older.”

 He said a longtime goal is to pro-
vide additional computers, stay mod-
ern and to provide a wireless network
within two to three years. “The group
would like to see a wireless network
everywhere throughout the Westfield
public schools in order to support
mobile computing,” he said.

Mr. Friedberg said that the state
average for school computers four
years old or younger was 3-1 and that
Westfield’s was two to three times
higher. He said the estimated cost to
implement such a program would
cost about $500 to $1,000 per seat.
This, he stated, would include an
estimate of 1,500 additional comput-
ers and 500 replacement computers
bought annually.

Board member Rosanne Kurstedt
asked if the ultimate goal was to have
a 1-1 ratio for students to which Mr.
Friedberg replied “other schools have
done this with the use of laptops.”

A presentation was given by Susan
Driscoll, coordinator of Safe Kids
Union County, along with Westfield’s
Deputy Fire Chief David Kelly re-
garding fire safety education for
middle school aged students. “Fire
and burns were the third leading cause
of unintentional death among chil-
dren ages one to 14 years of age,” Ms.
Driscoll said.

Ms. Driscoll said there were many
media misconceptions about fire with
Hollywood movies such as
“Backdraft” and that not only small
children, but older children needed
proper age appropriate and realistic
fire safety education. She said the
new program, entitled “Fire Is,” would
“enhance already existing programs
within the district at no additional
cost to the district.” She noted that
Cranford has already begun a similar
program.

REMEMBERING...Above, 746 flags were displayed at Libery State
Park in Jersey City on Saturday representing each New Jersey
resident that was lost on 9/11. Below, light beams commemorating
9/11 are stunning against a cloud formation overhead with the new
Freedom Tower lit up in red, white and blue as seen from a cruise.

REMEMBERING...Above, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky ad-
dresses the crowd at the 10th Anniversary 9/11 ceremony held Sunday
at the Monument.  Below, the New Jersey Empty Sky 9/11 Memorial
at Liberty State Park in Jersey City on Saturday appears to recreate
the Twin Towers amongst the Manhattan skyline in the distance.

REMEMBERING...Above, firefighters observe a moment of silence
at Union County’s  9/11 Memorial Ceremony held over the weekend
at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside.  Below, at the conclusion of the
ceremony, relatives of the victims of that fateful day were asked to
place red roses on the granite monument.
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Cranford
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To see more 9/11 photos,
please go to

goleader.com/
photos
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Photo courtesy of Dave Williams
FALLEN HEROES...The Union County Fire Chiefs’ Association hosted a memo-
rial last weekend  in Echo Lake Park in Mountainside where 343 American flags,
representing each FDNY firefighter who perished, were displayed.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE...Area residents attend a candlelight 9/11 memorial service held at the Alan Augustine Village
Green in Scotch Plains on Sunday, at which time the 9/11 Memorial was dedicated.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEDICATION...Bagpipers perform at the dedication of the 9/11 Memorial at the
Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains on Sunday.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/Union County
PITCHING IN...County workers remove debris from in front of homes along
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. Dozens of trucks and front-end loaders assisted
Cranford, which had hundreds of homes and businesses damaged during severe
flooding.
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FW-SP Shared Services Is
Not ‘Forced Consolidation’

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At their regular
monthly meeting Tuesday night,
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council held a discussion that
will keep shared services in the local
spotlight well past Election Day.

Prior to the portion of the meeting
agenda devoted to new business,
Mayor Mahr emphasized that the
borough’s ongoing discussion with
Scotch Plains about potentially shar-
ing police, construction, municipal
court or other services “is not about
forced consolidation.”

The mayor said the two munici-
palities have been meeting on shared
services since June and, although
potentially merging police depart-
ments is just “one focus,” she indi-

cated that both towns’ police chiefs at
this point “are confident” that they
can present an “operations plan” for
a shared department.

“We will never abdicate our posi-
tion of having a police department in
Fanwood,” said Mayor Mahr, but,
pointing to budget realities, she added,
“You have to be creative.”

Mayor Mahr said the joint shared
services committee, set to hold its
next meeting later this month, would
be charged with developing a “gov-
erning structure” that is “equal to
both towns” in terms of police ser-
vices.

“We don’t have all the [shared ser-
vices] answers,” the mayor said. “But
we are certainly moving in the right
direction.”

The mayor then asked each coun-

cil member for their shared services
comments.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
acknowledged that shared services
“probably won’t solve all of our prob-
lems, but,” she said, “I feel that we
have to pursue this.”

Councilman Robert Manduca said,
“I’m proud that we’re taking a look at
[shared police services]; there should
be no sacred cows in Fanwood.”

But, Mr. Manduca said, he would
like to see “documented savings”
projections first. He also cautioned
that, “The pitfalls are many,” noting
that shared-service ventures can be
“hard to undo once you do it.”

Councilman Mike Szuch empha-
sized the importance of “looking at
everything fairly” before making fi-
nal decisions, but he said shared de-
partmental services “could save us
some tax money and still provide us
with the service we’re used to having
in Fanwood.”

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
“efficiency and economics” should
be Fanwood’s two main shared-ser-
vices considerations regarding po-
lice and other departmental services.

“If you’re not going to get both, it’s
not worth doing,” said Mr. Parenti.

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler re-
sponded, “I think we will see effi-
ciency and economic rewards for this
community.”

Mrs. Wheeler pointed to Fanwood’s
decision last year to join Union
County’s police dispatching system
as a recent example of successful
shared services.

Councilman Russell Huegel said
he is “frustrated that we’re not further
along” in determining the economics
of shared police services.

“We need to roll up our sleeves and
get in the numbers,” said Mr. Huegel.

During public comments, resident
Joe Nagy asked when there would be
more “specifics” on potential shared
services for police operations.

“What would be the minimum sav-
ings required? You have to have a
number,” suggested Mr. Nagy.

Mayor Mahr said more informa-
tion should be available next month.

Resident Michael Lewis also sug-
gested that shared services “costs
should reflect that Fanwood is…built-

Union County Reports Hurricane
Damages and Cleanup Efforts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – County officials an-
nounced that a complete report sum-
marizing costs and services rendered
for Hurricane Irene would be pro-
vided to the Board of Chosen Free-
holders for tonight’s regular meet-
ing.

During the board’s September 8
agenda meeting, Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works
and facilities, said the county lent
municipalities everything from equip-
ment to personnel to assist with emer-
gency and cleanup efforts following
the August 27-28 storm that caused
significant flooding throughout the
county and state.

The board is expected to vote on a
resolution at tonight’s regular meet-
ing to enter into a mutual aid agree-
ment between the county and its 21
municipalities for “assist and recov-
ery efforts” from the hurricane.

“We are working overtime helping

out,” Mr. Graziano said. “Obviously,
we have been in Cranford since day
one with multiple forces.”

He said county public works and
engineering crews have also been
helping out in Kenilworth, Westfield,
Springfield and Union. “We have been
around any town that asks,” Mr.
Graziano said. “Anyone who wants
to come to us we are going to figure
out a way to help them out.”

Mr. Graziano said the storm dam-
aged county bridges on Madison Hill
Road in Clark over the Clark Reser-
voir and Pine Grove Avenue in Sum-
mit. Mr. Graziano said the heavy rains
“washed away everything from un-
derneath the footing [of the Madison

Hill Bridge] and it was in a precari-
ous position.” He said an engineering
firm has been working on the repairs.
Madison Hill has been closed to
through traffic since the bridge was
shut.

Mr. Graziano said 75 percent of the
costs incurred by the county from
Irene would be eligible for reimburse-
ment from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). He
said the county’s FEMA disaster aid
application is being handled by the
Union County Office of Emergency
Management in the Department of
Public Safety.

County Manager Al Faella said

CF Mayor Cites Flood As a
Most ‘Significant Challenge’

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, in the wake of Hurri-
cane Irene but with the storm’s after-
math still evident, praised the “resil-
ience of our residents” and said the
recovery from the late August flood-
ing is “one of the most significant
challenges the township has had to
face.”

On Tuesday, at the township
committee’s first regular meeting
since the hurricane resulted in what
he estimated will be more than $3
million in clean-up costs, the mayor
said the municipal government’s main
focus is on the residents and making
certain they recover. “This is quite a
challenge for our community,” he
stated.

The mayor praised the efforts of
the township department of public
works, and thanked Union County
for being a “partner” in the clean-up
efforts. Mr. Aschenbach also lauded
the assistance of Congressman
Leonard Lance, who he termed an
“incredible ally for Cranford,” As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick and county
freeholders Alexander Mirabella and
Bette Jean Kowalski. He additionally

thanked neighboring towns, specifi-
cally Union Township, for their as-
sistance.

Mr. Aschenbach said a new pro-
gram – the Broom Patrols – will get
underway this weekend “to get glass
and other debris out of the streets.”
And a task force is being formed to
address matters regarding the mu-
nicipal building, the first floor of
which was severely damaged by
floodwaters.

At the start of the meeting, Police
Chief Eric Mason provided an over-
view of recovery efforts over the past
two weeks. He said more than 70,000
tons of household debris is still on the
streets, and said he expects that two
rounds of pickups will be required.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and Small Business
Administration have representatives
at the disaster recovery center that
has been set up at the community
center and is open from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. seven days a week. Township
department heads were set to meet
with FEMA officials yesterday to
discuss recovery efforts.

Chief Mason said the cleanup of
the municipal building’s first floor

Garwood Reviews Hurricane Damage;
Considers Underpass Generators
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough in-
curred in excess of $75,000 in ex-
penses due to Hurricane Irene, Bor-
ough Council Buildings and Grounds
Committee Chairman Victor
DeFilippo reported Tuesday night.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said that the borough would seek
reimbursement from its insurance
company and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

Councilman DeFilippo said trees
took out power lines and pulled up
sidewalks, and the cleanup of the
trees cost $3,200. Laptops at the po-
lice department were destroyed, cost-
ing approximately $6,000 to replace.
It is also estimated to cost in excess of
$1,000 to haul out damaged goods
from flooded basements.

The municipal building, pump sta-
tion and underpass on Center Street,
as well as North and South Avenue
businesses, were without power for
one week.

Included in the recommendation
being written up is a generator for the
pump station. Since it was flooded,
Councilman DeFilippo said, access
was not available to connect a por-
table generator.

“Our hearts go out to our neighbor
Cranford,” Councilman DeFilippo
said.

With Cranford’s severe flooding,
first and second graders from
Brookside Elementary School are
being displaced to Garwood’s Wash-

ington School. Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi said the township is us-
ing three classrooms there. Cranford
is paying for the insurance and ex-
penses, but currently is not being
charged a fee to use the space. A
contract was signed that stated that
Cranford would pay $1 for use of the
space, the mayor said. Cranford has
discussed the possibility of using the
borough’s crossing guards and po-
lice, and should they move forward,
Ms. Ariemma said Cranford would
need to pay for those services.

The mayor said the Garwood Fire
Department pumped out water from
approximately 40 houses in the bor-
ough. The mayor said three borough
trees fell and the borough incurred
minimal flooding. No homes were
condemned and there were no evacu-
ations, she told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Fire Committee Chairman Lou
Petruzzelli said that 43 of 53 inci-
dents this month that the Fire Depart-
ment tended to were the result of
Irene.

Streets and Roads Committee
Chairman Timothy Hak said the
borough’s street sweeper was lent to
Cranford to help in the township’s
effort to clean up after the hurricane.
He also said some preventive sewer
treatments are being performed this
week.

Prior to the workshop meeting, the
mayor swore in new police sergeants
Douglas Stoffer, Samuel Rocco and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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343 IN MEMORY...The Union County Fire Chiefs’ Association hosted a memorial throughout last weekend to honor the 343 New York City firefighters who made the ultimate sacrifice on September 11, 2001. The memorial displays 343 American
Flags (made in America, Texas) 3'x5', one for each FDNY firefighter who perished. They are placed across the grass field in Echo Lake Park in Mountainside. Businesses and individuals from the region and as far away as Kentucky have made this
possible. A sizeable donation will be made to the St. Barnabas Burn Center in Livingston, N.J. Any person or group wishing to participate should contact Deputy Chief Steven Ruhl, (908) 380-2981.

REMEMBERING...Above, 746 flags were displayed at Liberty State Park in Jersey
City on Saturday representing each New Jersey resident who was lost on 9/11. Below,
light beams commemorating 9/11 are stunning against a cloud formation overhead
and the new Freedom Tower lit up in red, white and blue as seen from a cruise.

REMEMBERING...Above, the newly dedicated 9/11 Memorial in the Alan
Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.  Below, the New Jersey Empty Sky 9/11
Memorial at Liberty State Park in Jersey City on Saturday appears to recreate the
appearance of the Twin Towers amongst the Manhattan skyline in the distance.

By Jonathan O’Hea By Susan Dougherty

REMEMBERING...Above, firefighters observe a moment of silence at Union
County’s  9/11 Memorial Ceremony held over the weekend at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside.  Below, at the conclusion of the ceremony, relatives of the victims
of that fateful day were asked to place red roses on the granite monument.

By Greg RyanBy Jonathan O’Hea

Courtesy of Michele Modestino

MAINE...Jennifer Lee lives in North
Carolina. She lived in Westfield for 55
years. While on vacation this summer,
she brought The Westfield Leader with
her to Bremen, Me.

will last well into next week, and
pointed out that some township ser-
vices, such as the municipal court, are
now located in temporary trailers set
up in the parking lot behind the build-
ing.

Speaking later in the meeting about
flood control efforts to date and in the
future, Mayor Aschenbach said there
would be “big dollars to fix this prob-
lem.” In response to a former town-
ship engineer’s long statement criti-
cizing the mayor’s record on flood
control issues over the past two de-
cades, the mayor defended his record
and the ongoing five-phase flood con-
trol program.

Other members of the township com-
mittee issued similar praise for munici-
pal employees and township residents.
Commissioner Mark Dugan called it a
“trying two weeks for everyone” and
thanked police and other public safety
personnel as well as county and state
officials and legislators for their efforts.

Commissioner David Robinson
called the storm’s effects a “commu-
nity-wide issue.”

“We’re all hurting,” he said, re-
gardless of whether individuals were
affected by flooding or not. He praised
public employees as well as neigh-
bors helping those most affected by
water damage.

Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell
praised the “dedication and hard
work” of township officials. “I can’t
commend them highly enough,” he
said. Commissioner Edward
O’Malley similarly lauded township
personnel, some of whom he said
remained on duty even while their
own homes may have been damaged.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council

out,” while there is still potential for
new development in Scotch Plains.

In other business, the governing
body honored local first responders
for their work during and after Hurri-
cane Irene.

Mayor Mahr paid tribute to the
borough’s police, fire, public works
and rescue squad personnel as “your
boots on the ground” who “worked
non-stop…putting their lives on
hold…putting their lives in danger.”

“We are fortunate to have such dedi-
cated first responders; they deserve
public recognition,” said Mayor Mahr.
“It could have been a lot worse for us
in Fanwood…they worked their asses
off, really, for all of us,” she said.

Police Chief Richard Trigo re-
sponded, “It’s easy to command a
situation when you have people who
know their job…and do it.”

As expected, the governing body
approved contracts for a new walk-
way at Forest Road Park, engineer-
ing and design work at LaGrande
Park, environmental engineering ser-
vices for the former Livingston-
Wilbor property, and architectural
services at the Carriage House and
Community House buildings, among
other administrative actions.

Mayor Mahr also administered an
oath of allegiance to the borough’s
newest police officer, Michael Rusin,
23, of Scotch Plains.

Also, Katherine Balch was hon-
ored as the borough’s volunteer-of-
the-month for her longtime work with
the Friends of the Fanwood Library
group.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

James Wright.
Former mayor Dennis McCarthy

was in attendance and asked about
the recent roadwork completed by
the Department of Transportation on
the underpass on Center Street, not-
ing that it looked like a spot in the
work was not done properly and he
thought the paved area may come up.

Resident Angelo Alimonti asked
why the problem with the underpass
flooding was not rectified. Mayor
Quattrocchi said that during Hurri-
cane Irene power went out, causing
the electric pump to go out, and the
borough does not have a generator.
She said the borough is looking into
getting backup power, calling the
flooding of the underpass a “safety
issue.”

Municipal Engineer Donald
Guarriello said the two manholes that
are not level with the street on 3rd
Avenue and Gallows Hill Road are
being looked into. He also reported
that the Willow Avenue utility prob-
lems are being addressed this week
and the next. The Center Street project
is underway, he said, and noted that
the pipes are not sealed and need to
be to ensure the water does not freeze
in the winter.

Municipal Attorney Joseph Triarsi
said he is scheduled to meet with
state Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy, the assignment judge for
Union County, this month to discuss
proceedings on the lawsuit presented
by The Pointe at Garwood, which
filed a lawsuit earlier this year for
payment of snowplowing services,
lighting and cleaning, etc.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, resident Bill
Nierstedt opposed the borough’s or-
dinance for a bulk waste program. He
said taxpayers are paying for the sala-
ries of Department of Public Works
(DPW) workers to haul the bulk when
the workers time could be better used
elsewhere, as well as the wear and
tear on the DPW trucks. He said the
work should be done by a private
hauler. He said the council needs to
“develop a backbone.”

“It simply is not government’s job
to get rid of their bulk materials,” he

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

Runnells Specialized Hospital and
the Department of Human Services
also have storm-related costs and/or
services that will be detailed in the
report.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the county’s Meals on
Wheels kitchen in Linden had to be
shut down due to flooding. Although
run by non-profit Meals on Wheels,
Inc., Mr. Guzzo said the facility has
been owned by the county for “well
over 35 years.” The facility prepares
and delivers 1,500 meals daily to
homebound seniors and congregate
meal sites “throughout the county.”
He said the workers are provided by
Meals on Wheels, Inc. Congregate
meals are nutritionally-balanced
meals served at locations such as
community or senior centers.

Mr. Guzzo said the county
manager’s office prepared an emer-
gency declaration in order to fill the
void by contracting temporarily with
Long Island-based Whitsons, which
provides Meals on Wheels for four
other counties. Whitsons has a facil-
ity in Elizabeth. He said Whitsons
has been providing the meals since
September 1 and will continue until
the Linden facility is running, which
he hoped would be within a week.

On another matter, the county is
purchasing four Jeeps with plows for
the Department of Administrative
Services, one of which will be given
to the Westfield Department of Pub-
lic Works.

“Westfield did not have a small
plow truck there to take care of the
parking lot and the surrounding area,”
said Matthew DiRado, director of
personnel.

said.
The council voted 5-1 to pass the

ordinance, with Councilman James
Matthieu being the only council mem-
ber opposed. Councilman Matthieu
said from a financial standpoint he is
a “little queasy” with the $55 fee.

 Councilwoman Sara Todisco com-
mented before the vote that she was
not in favor of using DPW staff and
vehicles. “By using our own truck, I
am concerned about injury to our
DPW staff,” she said.

Councilman Petruzzelli also said
he did not like using DPW staff. Both
voted in favor of the ordinance.

Residents will pay a $55 fee for up
to 750 pounds of bulk waste to be
picked up at their curbside.

Councilman Matthieu said he
thought August’s finance scenario was
“depressing,” saying tax collections
were flat in August, year after year. He
also reported that 100 properties were
delinquent in paying their tax bill,
resulting in a deficiency of $422,000.

The council also adopted on the
consent agenda to appoint former
Garwood policeman, Leonard
DiStefano, as zoning code enforce-
ment officer, replacing former Police
Chief William Legg. Mr. DiStefano
will be paid $6,000 a year; Chief
Legg was paid $7,000.

The council also discussed the
state’s recently added Best Practice
Inventory Form, which has asked the
borough a list of questions to deter-
mine its efficiency of operations.
Ultimately, should a municipality fail
to meet certain criteria, the state would
hold back a percentage of state aid,
Ms. Ariemma said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Union County Freeholders
The county will spend $149,396

for the purchase of the four vehicles
from Flemington Dodge, Chrysler,
Jeep, LLC.

Mr. DiRado also requested a reso-
lution to pre-qualify Rahway Travel
to provide travel agent services “to
all county entities” per a state statute.
He said Rahway Travel has gone
through the requests for quotations
and requests for proposals processes
so that its rates would be set.

Mr. Faella added that the county
has implemented “justification meth-
ods for all individuals who will be
traveling.” He said employees are
now required to list the purpose for
the travel and, once they return from
the trip, provide a “post-event report
as to what benefit they’ve derived for
the county to make sure that we’re
really justifying all these expenses.”

“Terrific,” responded Freeholder
Al Mirabella, chairman of the board’s
fiscal affairs committee.

The board also considered a reso-
lution request to conduct an online
auction for commercial natural gas
per the state’s Local Unit Electronic
Technology Pilot Program. Mr.
DiRado said the previous contract
saved the county $800,000 in energy
costs over what was previously pro-
vided by public utilities.

“This (auction) is just to lock in a
price for the next 24 months,” Mr.
DiRado said.

The board also reviewed a resolu-
tion for the county to enter an agree-
ment between Runnells and New York
University. Under the agreement,
Runnells would provide clinical train-
ing for students in NYU’s occupa-
tional therapy training program.

Courtesy of Debbie Nillas
FIRE...Westfield firefighter Lt. James
Ryan discusses safety with Dillon
O’Conner at Harding Street block party.

By Brooks Crandall

WWWWWAN T E DA N T E DA N T E DA N T E DA N T E D
Anyone with information on
this individual who is wanted
in connection with a TD Bank
robbery that occurred on Sun-
day at approximately 2:10
p.m. is asked to call the
Westfield Police Department
at (908) 789-4000. See story
page 6.
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Charter Schools Forum
On Sept. 20 LWV

CRANFORD — Charter schools will
be the focus of a program to be presented
by the League of Women Voters (LWV)
of the Union Area at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 20 in the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Sandy Matsen, a former president of
the League of Women Voters of New
Jersey and co-chairwoman of the state
League’s Education Committee, will be
the speaker. Her topic will be “Charter
Schools: A League Perspective.” The
meeting, which is free and open to be
public, will be the first of three Union
Area League programs being held as part
of a national League study on education.
It will be followed by membership meet-
ings in October and November when a
special committee formed for the study
will present additional information on
various aspects of education. At the end
of the November meeting members will
try to reach consensus on a series of
questions concerning education from na-
tional League headquarters.

The national League will then take an
official position on education and lobby
elected officials in support of it. The
Union Area League is comprised of mem-
bers from Union, Cranford, Linden,
Springfield, Westfield and other com-
munities. Membership is open to all citi-
zens, men as well as women, 18 and over.
Call (908) 925-9784 or visit wvnj.org.

Irene Victims Could Be
Reimbursed for Food
COUNTY — County residents who

suffered losses due to Hurricane Irene
may be eligible for a one-time food ben-
efit ranging from $200 to a maximum of
$1,202, the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders have announced.

Residents meeting the Federal Supple-
mental Nutritional Assistance Program
income guidelines can apply from Mon-
day, September 12 at three locations in-
cluding the Union County’s Social Ser-
vices offices in Elizabeth, 342
Westminster Avenue, and Plainfield, 200
West Second Street in Plainfield, along
with a temporary site at 65 East Cherry
Street in Rahway that has been estab-
lished specifically for this purpose.

The amount of the assistance varies
according to gross monthly income to
family size. Monthly income restrictions
range from $1,503 for one person to
$3,748 for a family of eight. County
social services staff has received training
from the state and will assist eligible
residents in completing a short applica-
tion. If approved, the benefit will be
electronically applied to a debit/credit
card and will be available within three
days of completing the application.

For residents already receiving SNAP
benefits, the one-time benefit will be ap-
plied to their cards. All three sites will be
open to take applications Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

GW Dems Sponsor
Bus Trip to Track

GARWOOD — The Garwood Demo-
cratic Club is sponsoring a bus trip to
Monmouth Park in Oceanport on Satur-
day, October 1. The afternoon includes
horse racing and an outdoor barbeque.

The $40 tickets for this non-political
event includes round-trip transportation,
admission to the park and private picnic
area, and a lunch selection of hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, sausage and peppers and
soda. Attendees may bring their own
beverages.

The bus will depart from 116 South
Avenue (across from Marty’s Shoes) at
11 a.m. and leave the track at 4:30 p.m. At
Monmouth, there are typically 10 races a
day, with the last race concluding around
5:30 p.m. Since seating is limited on the
bus, tickets are on a first-come, first-
served basis and must be purchased in
advance. The deadline for reservations is
Friday, September 23. For more infor-
mation and to buy tickets, please call
Jenna Nierstedt at (908) 654-8586.

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Joe
knows
Cars...

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
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Joe 14 years old 1973

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

I have used Park Grove Auto Body on several occasions

and have been  more than satisfied every time. I am spoiled

by the door-to-door service and my car comes back

practically brand new. Park Grove does high quality work,

is very professional, and handles all the paperwork and

negotiations with the insurance company. The attention to

detail is phenomenal. Joe Binko is trustworthy and easy to

work with. The process is completely hassle-free.

Jody W., Westfield NJ

Heres what our Customers are saying

Lautenberg to Attend
FW Dems Kickoff

FANWOOD — United States Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) will be the
featured guest at a dinner to kick off the
re-election campaign of Fanwood Demo-
cratic Mayor Colleen Mahr, and Fanwood
Democratic Candidates, Councilman
Russell Huegel and Council Candidate
Kevin Boris. This family-friendly event
will be hosted at Mayor Mahr’s home,
315 North Avenue, on Monday, Septem-
ber 26 from 6 to 8 p.m.

Fanwood families are invited to join
the Senator at the Mayor’s home to dis-
cuss their local, state and federal con-
cerns, meet the local candidates and en-
joy the opportunity to meet all
Fanwoodians who share similar concerns.

Families and guests are ask to bring a
donation of non-perishable food items
that will be given to the Fanwood Food
Pantry to aid those less fortunate or make
a recommended donation of $30.

“I am thrilled to open the doors to my
home to local community members and
to welcome the esteemed United States
Senator to Fanwood,” Mayor Mahr said.
“This is a great time to invite local resi-
dents to meet with their United States
Senator and make a much needed contri-
bution to the Fanwood food pantry in
these trying times.”

For additional information and a list of
recommended food items, please visit
fanwooddems.com. RSVPs can be sent
via e-mail to contact@fanwooddems.com
or by calling (908) 789-7577. All dona-
tions should be made at the event.

Fire Damages Cumberland
Home, Displaces Occupants

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – One week after
Hurricane Irene flooded basements
causing damage to area homes, a
September 3 fire originating in the
basement of a two-family home in
the 500 block of Cumberland Street
caused serious structural damage,
displacing all occupants, Fire Chief
Dan Kelly said.

The fire department received the
emergency call at approximately
11:57 p.m. Chief Kelly told The
Westfield Leader and The Times that
the fire quickly escalated to a three-
Alarm fire and mutual aid from sur-
rounding towns was received. The
EMS Task Force was also at the scene,
as well as the Union County Fire
Prevention Task Force.

Chief Kelly stated when firefighters
arrived at the scene, fire was visable
from two sides of the residence from
basement windows and from a first
floor window in the rear.

Three of the five adult occupants
of the owner-occupied two-family
dwelling were home at the time of the

fire and managed to escape with mi-
nor injuries, Chief Kelly said. Two
escaped through a first floor window,
while the second floor occupant was
forced to egress down an exterior
portion of the building. All three were
transported to Overlook Medical
Center in Summit where they were
treated for shock and smoke inhala-
tion, Chief Kelly reported.

The apartments located on the first
and second floor sustained substantial
fire, smoke and water damage. Evi-
dence of an unauthorized third floor
dwelling was found, which sustained
smoke damage, the chief said. Being
that the residence was zoned for a two-
family dwelling, the information has
been turned over to the building de-
partment for review, the chief reported.

The Raritan Valley Chapter of the
American Red Cross assisted in relo-
cating one tenant and the additional
occupants sought shelter with rela-
tives.

According to Chief Kelly, the re-
port on the cause of the fire has not
yet been received, but it does not
appear to be suspicious in nature.

Candidate Says Roselle BOE Needs to
Be Audited Over $3-Million Grant

By Jamel Holley (D), candidate for
Mayor of Roselle. “As I prepare to begin
my administration in January, I have been
reviewing various borough departments
and budgets looking for ways to improve
services and save money. When I re-
viewed the Roselle Board of Education, I
found some shocking developments that
you need to know about. First, the school
district has failed to finish renovating
classrooms for special needs children,
leaving them without an adequate space
to learn.

“Second, the district administration has
not claimed over $3 million in grant
funds that were awarded to it, even though

some of the work they were supposed to
pay for has already been completed. This
gross negligence by the management and
Board of Education is simply unaccept-
able. I’m calling on School Board Mem-
ber Anthony Esposito, the chairman of
the Finance Committee, and School Busi-
ness Administrator Luiggi Campana to
either claim this grant money and pay for
these projects or return it to the taxpayers
of Roselle. Both of them have shown
total incompetence in this matter and
they should both be considering resigna-
tion.

 “I have sent a letter to the Schools
Development Authority requesting an
audit of the district’s finances to find out
what went wrong here and what else
might be going on. Roselle can’t afford
incompetence like this from one of its
most important departments. I will not
allow this to continue and will do every-
thing I can to fix the problems and hold
the people responsible for them account-
able.

“Thank you for reading this, and know
that I am working hard to make sure my
administration gets off to a good start.”

Union Protests Kean’s
Privatizing of Maintenance

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — Kean University campus
workers belonging to the International
Federation of Professional Technical
Engineers (IFPTE) Local 195 on Mon-
day protested the University’s Board of
Trustees decision to hire a private com-
pany, Meridian Property Group, to man-
age the grounds and maintenance of two
of the university’s satellite campuses prior
to a Board of Trustees meeting. In addi-
tion to the workers, several Kean stu-
dents and professors joined in to show
their support.

Even though the University will not
have to pay Meridian’s workers the same
benefits that the IFPTE workers receive,
the Meridian workers receive a higher
hourly wage, which over time will cause
the University to spend phenomenally
more money, resulting in higher tuition
rates, union representatives said. Kean is
hiring a large company to do its mainte-
nance rather than hire employees directly,
which incurs myriad administrative costs
on Meridian’s side, which are then fac-
tored in to the total amount that the Uni-
versity is billed.

“Kean sure knows how to spend its
money,” stated Steve Pinto, an auto me-
chanic for the University, “I shouldn’t
say [the university’s] money, it’s money
that comes from the students and the
taxpayers of New Jersey,” since Kean is
a publically-funded school.

“Kean has spent $1.8 Million for
[Meridian’s] maintenance of two build-
ings,” Mr. Pinto stated. At the Board
meeting, Kean President Farahi explained
that the new buildings are “some ex-
tremely sophisticated facilities” which
requires the expertise of Meridian and its
employees.

“If [IFPTE workers] could do the work
at a much lower cost, we would have no
reason to go to another union,” explained
Mr. Farahi.

Other protesters argued that hiring
Meridian workers would not be as safe
for the students than if Kean hired work-
ers directly. Gerald Newsome, the vice-
president of Local 195, explained that as
a state institution, all employees Kean
hires will undergo a state police back-
ground check, and that IFPTE employees
“have a vested interest in the job” and
“can do it better, cheaper, and safer.”

However, Meridian explains on its
website that the company has a long
history of being contracted by the state
and other state-owned institutions and
corporations, such as NJ Transit.

“Usually you complain about fiscal
problems [when you start laying off
people]” commented Meteorology Pro-
fessor Charlie Murphy, “but Kean has
had a surplus over the past couple of
years. [This is about] getting rid of senior
people and replacing them with younger,
cheaper folks—exercising control.”

Tony Velez, Kean University pho-
tography professor and Vietnam vet-
eran, shared how he felt about Kean
University’s Board of Trustees Chair-
man Eugene Enlow: “The Enlows of
America are really the ones who are
destroying this nation… and its work-
ing force. [Enlow] doesn’t represent
the people, he represents private inter-
ests.”

“Wealthy Americans are doing more
damage to me than any Vietnamese ever
did,” Mr. Velez continued, making a
comparison to his service in the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment. “I fought
against the wrong people, the war was
here [on the home front] all along. It’s
class warfare.”

COMPLETING ACADEMY...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left, and
Freeholder Angel Estrada congratulate Megan Campbell of Hillside on graduat-
ing as 2011 class president of the Sheriff’s Youth Academy. More than 80 teens
graduated at the ceremony at Union County College in Cranford on August 23.

Plainfield Men Indicted for
Assault on Disabled Woman

AREA — A Union County grand jury
has returned an eight-count indictment
against two Plainfield men, charging one
with kidnapping and both with sexually
assaulting a mentally disabled woman
earlier this year, announced Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

Edward Woodson, 31, of Plainfield
had asked the then 30-year-old victim to
come to his house around 9 p.m. on
January 31, 2011 for a bible study, said
Assistant Prosecutor Patricia Cronin. At
the time, the victim was preparing for a
baptism at a church frequented by both
Woodson and the victim.

According to the investigation,
Woodson brought the victim to his
family’s home where he met up with a
neighbor, Marcal Campbell, 30. Together
they brought the victim into the basement
of the Woodson residence. The men then
simultaneously sexually assaulted the
victim, Ms. Cronin said. The woman then
spent the night sitting in a chair in
Woodson’s bedroom, Ms. Cronin said.
At 6 a.m. on February 1, 2011 Woodson
forced the victim out of the house and
into a falling snow. Not properly dressed
for the elements, the victim spent at least
two hours outside begging for a ride
home from strangers. Eventually mem-

bers of Woodson’s family found the freez-
ing victim in the front of the house and
arranged for and paid for a taxi to bring her
home.  The victim reported the assault to
relatives and she was taken to a local
hospital for treatment, Ms. Cronin said.

Anyone with information is urged to
contact Prosecutor’s Office Detective
Brian O’Malley at (908) 965-3809.Both
Woodson and Campbell are being held at
the Union County jail on $300,000 bail.

Parking Tips Given For
County Fair, MusicFest

COUNTY – County officials said that
onsite parking for this weekend’s Union
County Fair and Musicfest at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark is available for free on
Wednesday, September 14, and Thurs-
day, March 15 only. On Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, September 16 to 18, there is
a fee of $10 per car.

Free offsite parking with a free shuttle is
available on Friday, Saturday and Sunday
nearby at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools campus, 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains. Local residents are
encouraged to walk or bike to the park. For
information, visit ucmusicfest.org or
facebook.com/musicfest.
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Area Candidates For General Election, Tuesday, November 8, 2011 -

Polls open 6 am.; close 8 pm.
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Legislative District 21 Senate 2-yr. (pick one); Assembly 2-yr. (pick two)

For Senate GOP Tom Kean, Jr., Westfield (I) For Senate DEM Paul Swanicke, Warren

For Assembly GOP Jon Bramnick, Westfield (I) For Assembly DEM Bruce Bergen, Springfield

For Assembly GOP Nancy Munoz, Summit (I) For Assembly DEM Norman Albert, Cranford

 

Legislative District 22 Senate 2-yr. (pick one); Assembly 2-yr. (pick two)

For Senate DEM Nick Scutari, Linden (I)
For Senate GOP Michael Class, Middlesex

Borough

For Assembly DEM Linda Stender, Scotch

Plains (I)
For Assembly GOP Joan Van Pelt, Plainfield

For Assembly DEM Jerry Green, Plainfield (I)
For Assembly GOP Jeff First, Middlesex

Borough

 

Legislative District 20 Senate 2-yr. (pick one); Assembly 2-yr. (pick two)

For Senate DEM Ray Lesniak, Elizabeth (I) For Senate GOP Helen Rosales, Elizabeth

For Assembly DEM Joseph Cryan, Union (I) For Assembly GOP John Donoso, Elizabeth

For Assembly DEM Annette Quijano, Elizabeth

(I)
 

 

Westfield Town Council 4-yr. (pick 1 from each ward)

Ward 1 GOP Frank Arena (I) Ward 1 DEM Timothy Van Epp

Ward 2 GOP JoAnn Neylan (I) Ward 2 DEM No candidate filed

Ward 3 GOP Mark LoGrippo * Ward 3 DEM Matthew Sontz Ward 3 IND Greg Kasko

Ward 4 GOP Jim Foerst (I) Ward 4 DEM Gregory Romer

* Incumbent Mark Ciarrocca resigned to become Superior Court Judge, LoGrippo named

replacement

 

Fanwood Borough Mayor 4-yr. (pick one); Council 3-yr. (pick two) 

For Mayor DEM Colleen Mahr (I) For Mayor GOP  Joseph Britt

For Council DEM Russell Huegel (I) For Council GOP  Jason Benedict

For Council DEM Kevin Boris (I) For Council GOP  Nicole Cole

 

Garwood Borough  Council 3-yr. (pick two)

DEM Louis Petruzzelli (I) GOP Carol Kearney

DEM Sara Todisco (I) GOP Steven Blaufeder

 

Cranford Township  Committee 3-yr. (pick two)

DEM Daniel Aschenbach (I) GOP Andis Kalnis

DEM Thomas Hannen, Jr. (I) GOP Lisa Adubato Nesi

 

Mountainside Borough Mayor 4-yr. (pick one); Council 3-yr. (pick two)

For Mayor GOP Paul Mirabelli (I - Mayor) For Mayor DEM No candidate filed

GOP Keith Turner (I) DEM No candidate filed

GOP Deanna Andre (I) DEM No candidate filed

 

Summit City Mayor 4-yr. Council-at-Large 2-yr. (pick one); Council 3-yr. (one from each

Ward)

For Mayor GOP Ellen Dickson For Mayor DEM Eileen Ludden For Mayor IND Mike Vernotico

For Council-at-Large GOP Gregory Drummond For Council-at-Large DEM Susan Hairston

For Council First Ward GOP Robert Rubino For Council First Ward DEM Sandra Bloom

For Council Second Ward GOP Patrick Hurley For Council Second Ward DEM Dennis White

 

Kenilworth Borough Mayor 4-yr. (pick one); Council 3-yr. (pick two)

For Mayor GOP Kathi Fiamingo

(I)
For Mayor DEM Peter Corvelli For Mayor IND Walter Sosnosky

For Council GOP Scott Klinder (I) FOR Council DEM Anthony DeLuca (I)

For Council GOP Kevin Leary (I) FOR Council DEM No candidate filed

 

Union County Freeholders  3-yr. (pick three)

DEM Angel Estrada, Elizabeth (I) GOP Andrew Smith, Summit

DEM Chris Hudak, Linden * GOP Edwin Ortiz, Elizabeth

DEM Vernell Wright, Union GOP No third candidate filed

* Incumbent resigned, Mr. Hudak named to board as replacement

Candidates for State, County, Local Office

THIRD WARD HELLO...Westfield Third Ward Councilman Mark LoGrippo,
a Republican, left, and his treasurer, Jennifer Czarnecki, right, meet with
neighborhood children during Mark’s door-to-door campaign for election to
town council. For more information, please see Mark2011.com.

IT’S HISTORIC

SAVE TO 70%
Stickley
Kindel

Henkel-Harris
D.R. Dimes

EJ Victor
Hancock & Moore

Harden
French Heritage

Friedman Mirrors

What’s here today may be gone tomorrow!

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069
valleyfurnitureshop.com (908) 756 - 7623 

Monday-Saturday 10-8 • Sunday 12-6 • Closed Wednesday

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite Heirloom Reproductions

Specia l  Savings  On New Orders  Too!

THE $5 MILLION
RETIREMENT SALE

WE’LL PAY THE SALES TAX - SEPT. 16-18TH*
*Excludes Shifman Mattresses and Boxsprings

STICKLEYKINDEL

STICKLEYD.R. DIMESHENKEL HARRIS

Westfield DEM, Ward 3 Release: MatthewSontz

Crossing Guards Should Be Restored
 I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic candi-

date for the Westfield Town Council for
the Third Ward. It was just about this time
last year that many of us in the Third Ward
learned a shocking truth: our children
were crossing Central Avenue without a
crossing guard! The town council decided
in the summer to cut every crossing guard
on Central Avenue as a cost saving mea-
sure. The crossing guards at Sycamore/
Central, Grove/Central, and Park/Central
were gone. The crossing guard at Clover/
Central was scheduled to be removed as
soon as the infamous Central Avenue pe-
destrian crossing was operational. Parents
were not given an opportunity to object or
even to take their children to the intersec-
tions before school started so that they
could instruct their children how to cross
those busy intersections.

Many residents, including myself, at-
tended town council meetings to voice
our opposition to the Central Avenue
crossing guard cuts. We felt that it was
unconscionable that in an almost $40-
million budget, the town council felt that
Central Avenue crossing guards, at a cost
of approximately $10,000 each per year,
were considered to be the most expend-
able. During one particular meeting, the
town council questioned me as to where
I would find the funds for the Central
Avenue crossing guards. I advocated that
the town council should stop providing
full-time pensions for part-time employ-
ees. I told them that the savings from not
making the pension contributions for
those part-time employees could be used
to fund at least one of the crossing guards.
The town council refused and defended
its decision to fund full-time pensions for
the part-time employees instead of Cen-
tral Avenue crossing guards. So I took
the fight from town hall to our neighbor-
hoods. I circulated a petition to restore
the crossing guards at Sycamore/Central

that was signed by almost 100 Manor
Park residents. The support for restoring
the crossing guards was overwhelming.
Within two weeks of my presentation,
the crossing guard at Sycamore/Central
was restored!

The town council also reversed itself
as to the crossing guard at Central/Clover
and decided not to remove that crossing
guard when the Central Avenue pedes-
trian crossing became operational. This
was certainly because of the inherent
danger to children of crossing at that
strange mid-block location. Astonish-
ingly, after repeatedly telling everyone
that there was no money in the budget to
restore the crossing guards, two had been
restored and both within budget. I ques-
tioned the town council about where this
found money came from but received no
logical answer. I again advocated that the
town council cease providing full-time
pensions for part-time employees and
use the savings to restore the crossing
guard at Grove/Central or Park/Central.
My suggestion fell on deaf ears. To this
day, the children crossing at Grove/Cen-
tral and Park/Central cross without the
safety of a crossing guard. Central Av-
enue is perhaps the busiest and most
dangerous road with respect to traffic in
Westfield. The decision to remove the
Central Avenue crossing guards was
wrong. The decision to not restore all of
them is wrong. As a councilman, I will
fight to restore all of the Central Avenue
crossing guards. I will also fight to re-
store many of our basic services that have
been lost in the name of budget cuts such
as the use of the Westfield Fire
Department’s ladder truck. I hope you
will support me in this endeavor. Please
support me with your vote on Election
Day, which is November 8, 2011. You
can read more about my campaign and
the issues by visiting mattsontz.com.

Libertarians on Obama
Speech, GOP Debate
WASHINGTON - Libertarian Party

Executive Director Wes Benedict released
the following  response to President Barack
Obama’s jobs speech:

“...Unemployment is at 9 percent. Four
years ago, in late 2007, unemployment was
less than 5 percent. Then in 2008, President
Bush mailed out millions of $300 govern-
ment stimulus checks. Later that year, he
supported the massive TARP bailout. Un-
employment rose. In 2009, President Obama
said if we passed another big stimulus plan,
unemployment would stay below 8 per-
cent. Now it’s at 9 percent. Government
spending does not help the economy, it
hurts the economy. Stimulus spending
doesn’t create jobs, it destroys them. When
investors hear that the U.S. government is
going to flush more money down the spend-
ing hole, they react immediately by cutting
back on investments that would have cre-
ated jobs. Government stimulus spending
benefits a few, but at great expense to
everyone else. Politicians like to be able
to say they’re ‘doing something,’ but too
often, ‘doing something’ means handing
out money to special interests. Often these
programs are promoted with false claims
that they will benefit the poor and middle
class. Usually the opposite happens. We
don’t need the government ‘doing some-
thing’ if it involves more spending and
new programs. We’d be better off if the
government stopped trying to help, and
gave Americans a chance to recover,
adjust their plans, and start solving eco-
nomic problems themselves. However, if
politicians feel like they must be seen
‘doing something,’ then they should cut
spending, bring our troops home from
the Middle East, reduce Medicare and
Social Security benefits, cut taxes, and
eliminate burdensome licensing laws and
minimum wage laws. Licensing and mini-
mum wage laws take the bottom rungs
off the economic ladder. The President’s
tax cut proposals are good and bad.

“Libertarians always support broad-
based tax cuts. But targeted special-inter-
est cuts and loopholes just amount to
social engineering, and they pit different
interest groups against each other. And
tax cuts without spending cuts virtually
guarantee that future generations will
suffer a heavier tax burden. It’s foolish to
talk about increasing taxes on the wealthy.
That would be a great way to destroy
even more jobs [...]

“I watched the Republican Presiden-
tial debate, and it was the same old
nonsense from Republicans. They
sometimes say they are for free mar-
kets. Yet, Mitt Romney defended his
Romney Care plan. Rick Perry boasted
about his new $3-billion taxpayer-
funded medical research center in
Texas. Newt Gingrich said we need to
grow revenue. Mr. Gingrich, the last
thing we need is to put more money into
the incompetent, wasteful, and corrupt
hands of the federal government. Lib-
ertarians want less government, and
more jobs. We support free markets,
civil liberties, and peace.”
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Thanks to Supporters
Of Resolve Fundraiser

On behalf of Resolve Community
Counseling Center (RCCC) and its’ Board
of Directors, I want to sincerely thank all
those who supported our most recent
fundraiser by purchasing tickets to The
Barclays Golf Tournament.

The profits from this Tickets FORE
Charity program were unique and benefi-
cial to Resolve, a non-profit mental health
agency located in Scotch Plains. Monies
raised will help our agency continue to
provide quality, affordable counseling,
advocacy and educational programs for
children, adolescents and adults.

Barbara Roskin
RCCC, Scotch Plains

Who’s Running and Why? Fall
Elections Enter Campaign Mode

Thank You Scotch Plains Firemen
For Pumping Out Our Basement

Neighbors Kicked in to Save
Basement of Vacationing Family

On Tuesday, November 8, you will have the oppor-
tunity, the duty, to vote. The fall election campaign
is slow to start this year due to many distractions and
serious issues demanding attention — economic
stress accompanied by uproarious poppycock, mal-
feasance infested at many levels then spirits damp-
ened by the devastation of Hurricane Irene.

Perhaps more than ever, you need to pay attention
and listen to the views of the candidates. The prob-
lems warrant solemn discussion and unconditional
commitment to resolutions. For sure, there will be
the beauty contest rhetoric, that’s okay as it often
provides comic relief and induces a sense of human-
ism.

We yearn though for the day when the guttural
character assassination, misdirection and falsehoods
are gone.

The onus is not just on the candidates and elected
officials. The public has an obligation to let the
candidates know of their views and recommenda-
tions – hopefully thoughtful with more than just
personal interests. Please write to us.

It’s important for the public to let the candidates
know that it’s okay to do the right thing. Isn’t it
essential to demand it?

This year’s races are highlighted by contests for
the entire 120-seat State Legislature. The voting
result here is important as a trend to point the way for
the divided leadership. Few seats will actually change
hands. Similarly, not much is likely to change at the
firmly held Union County Freeholder board – though
the public seems pent up to find a way to send a
message.

Locally, there are positions to be filled on Westfield
Council, Fanwood (mayor and council), Cranford
Council (mayor is chosen by the council), Garwood
Council and Summit (mayor and council). There is
no municipal election in Scotch Plains this year.

Mountainside seats are uncontested though voters
may apply pressure for something to be done with
the chaos in the school board.

The races in Cranford, Fanwood and Garwood
will decide which parties control the councils in
these towns.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times offers space each week for candi-
dates [including party officials] to express their
views to the readers. Also, this is a standing offer
extended all year round to elected officials of the
region currently serving. We thank all that have
participated in this forum and encourage others to
take advantage of this opportunity by submitting
pictures and letters throughout the campaign.

Submittals should be written in first person from
the candidate to the reader. Keep the length to about
500 words and submit by the weekend prior to
publication by e-mail to editor@goleader.com. Do
not include personal attacks, spin and fluff. Our
editors will reject submissions deemed inappropri-
ate.

We ask all candidates to submit their biography,
photo and contact information. Please see
www.goleader.com/11_election for details. This will
be kept online for the public. For a list of candidates
names please see page 3.

This newspaper will attend and report on cam-
paign events when invited. The press is not always
invited, and sometimes prevented from these events
— thus leading the public to believe the coverage is
not “fair and balanced.” We invite all candidates to
be interviewed by our staff.

We look forward to what our readers, leaders and
contenders have to say – and to an informative,
spirited and issued-oriented campaign. Good luck to
all those who have stepped up to seek public office
this year.

PLEASE MR. PRESIDENT,
NO MORE SPEECHES ON

THE ECONOMY

Mountainside Board Member
Responds to BOE Resignations

I want to complement you on the fine
work of two of your firemen. We have a
sump pump in our finished basement. As
a result of Hurricane Irene, we lost elec-
tricity at about 2 a.m., Sunday, August
28, 2011. By mid afternoon, there were
approximately three-and-a half inches of
water on top of our wall to wall carpet.

We called the Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment and that afternoon three fire-
men visited our house to “check it out”
and advised us that we were on the pump
out list. The afternoon of August 29th
(Monday) we were pumped out by Skip
Pall and Rich Kickenweitz. These fire-
men are true gentlemen. Under very ad-
verse conditions (electricity had not yet

been restored and they had many, many
houses and buildings to visit), these
gentlemen were polite, courteous, infor-
mative, reassuring, and generally won-
derful guys. They were patient with my
wife and answered all of her questions as
they pumped out the cellar and restarted
the sump pump with their generator.

As residents of Scotch Plains since
1968, we felt proud that the fire depart-
ment had the caliber of personnel such as
Skip and Rich. They are a tribute to our
town; and when you see them, again,
please give them our personal thanks.

William and Barbara Butler
Scotch Plains

Our town should be proud of our
children’s test scores.  Compared to Ber-
keley Heights and other districts, our
progress is very positive.  However, that
is not the only legacy our community
inherited from prior BOE decisions.
Unfortunately, reserves are drained, tax-
payers fatigued, teachers work without
current technology, and our children sit
in significantly larger classes while par-
ents are forced to pay for subscription
busing and sports.  This was created by a
long history of poor BOE decisions and
now prior board members attempt to ab-
solve themselves of these results as they
resign their positions.  These resigning
board members’ children benefited from
small class sizes and frivolous use of our
school reserves.  Yet, now they espouse
large classes and walk away ignoring
today’s young children who are forced to
do with less as a result of their decisions.

It is disappointing that two board mem-
bers resigned with less than a year left to
their terms.  Resigning with comments
like “the board has no plan” and “I am
truly saddened and frightened by what
the future holds for the Mountainside
children” is non productive noise.  It is
true that today’s board faces more diffi-
cult problems than past boards, but these
problems weren’t created yesterday.
Maintaining test scores, repairing our
schools, and investing in technology,
while stabilizing our finances, is difficult
business.  Unlike the past, the luxury of
large cash reserves is gone and our prob-
lems will be resolved with constructive
debate, critical thinking, and leadership -
not self-serving rhetoric or group think.

I implore our community “to stand up,

take notice, and ask questions.” What
was our past board’s “plan” for our chil-
dren when our district was flowing with
cash reserves?  How were our cash re-
serves depleted when there was no basic
investment in technology or facilities?
Where did our money go?  And why are
we asked to ignore these results?

In the short time I’ve served on the
BOE, I have concluded that we share
common goals even though there were
disparate views on achieving results.  I
have never witnessed any disrespect be-
tween board members and I haven’t been
involved in any non-transparent board
resolutions.  If individuals want to resign
and walk away from our problems, I wish
them luck and thank them for their many
years of service.  However, do so grace-
fully and stop the “political crockery” so
we can focus on repairing the inherited
problems.

Dante Gioia
Mountainside Board of Education

Editor’s note: Please see page 5.

The last two weeks of August finally
arrived and like many of you, my family
and I began our annual ritual that is
summer vacation. This year was a driv-
ing tour of the great south. Our first stop
was Charlottesville, Va. and a few days
later we were in western North Carolina
at the base of the Great Smoky Moun-
tains. We barely escaped a 4.3 earth-
quake in Charlottesville and were now
enjoying the mountains, some white wa-
ter rafting and some western Carolina
barbecue. When we returned to our cabin
we were tuned into the Weather Channel
and their coverage of Hurricane Irene. It
wasn’t New Jersey we were concerned
about but rather our second to last stop:
Charleston, South Carolina. Irene’s path
would consume us for the next couple of
days: Where was she headed? Should we
cancel the rest of our trip? Luckily, as we
were getting ready to depart Pigeon Forge,
Tenn. and Dolllywood (Yes, that’s
“Dollywood” with a “D”) we realized
that Charleston was in the clear and we
could now head southeast.

Once in Charleston, Hurricane Irene
just nicked us. We had some gusty winds
and heavy rain, but nothing major. We
were on the beach the next day enjoying
beautiful sunshine and pleasant breezes.
Despite this, there was a new concern:
Would Irene hit New Jersey?

Weather Channel anchor Jim Cantore
was a new member of our family and the
words “spaghetti model” became part of
our vocabulary. Seeing Mayor Bloomberg
seriously speak of evacuating Manhattan
made us cringe. We communicated with
our neighbors via cell phone and text
message and at first it looked like Irene
was going to be a bit of over-hype. Based
on what we saw on TV as well as heard
from our neighbors, it wasn’t that big of
a deal. Then on the early afternoon of
August 28 I got an ominous text message
from my neighbor “The power just went
out.” A little over an hour later we got a
call from another neighbor that started
with five words “We got some bad
news...” Our basement was totally flooded
due to a powerless sump pump.

We felt helpless down in South Caro-
lina, but much to our amazement, our
neighbors kicked it into high gear. Our
next door neighbors Joe and Helen
Armstrong as well as their two kids and
their friends visiting from the UK imme-
diately went into our basement and began
moving furniture. Our other neighbors
(and their kids) Rafael Cestero and Dave
Cappiello soon came over to lend a hand.
Our other friend and neighbor Julie
Hutchinson (and her daughter) ran home,
got her generator, carted it over and soon
enough our basement was drained!

By this point my wife and I made the
decision to end vacation early. We pur-
chased a generator in Charleston and left
at 3 a.m. on August 29 driving for 13
straight hours to make it home by 4 p.m.
My neighbor Joe came right over (along
with his buddy Paul from the UK) and
began helping rip the wet carpet out of the
basement. My other neighbor, Ron Labin
(who had been bailing his basement for
almost 24 hours), came over and helped
my wife set up our generator. By 6 the
wet carpet and padding was out of the
basement, the generator was on power-
ing our sump pump and refrigerator and
all was about as well as it could be.

That evening the entire neighborhood
came together in Joe and Helen’s back-
yard to eat what food had defrosted in
freezers and/or was in danger of spoiling
due to a powerless refrigerator. I pulled
my gas grill into Joe’s backyard and we
had two grills going – one with chicken
another with steak. The kids were play-
ing flashlight tag and some of my neigh-
bors were walking around with headlamps
on. We all sat down and enjoyed a candle-
light dinner while being serenaded by the
sound of gas-powered generators. It all
made for a pretty fun experience.

I know we all get stuck in our routines
and can forget what great lives we have
and how much we’re blessed. That’s why
something like Hurricane Irene – while
being a bit of a thorn in our sides – was a
good thing. It made me realize what a
great community and neighborhood my
family lives in. Hurricane Irene showed
me what great neighbors really are and it
also reminded me that perhaps we take
electrical power for granted.

There were rumors that the power
would not be back until the weekend or
possibly September. Much to our sur-
prise the power came back on the after-
noon of August 30. By 4 the hum of the
generators was gone, extension chords
were rolled up and aside for the pile of
wet carpet and furniture at the base of my
driveway, life resumed as normal. I actu-
ally found myself a little bummed out.

Patrick Cerria
Westfield

Baker Family Offers Family History
Of Nearly 300 Years in Westfield

Editor’s Note: This is the second of
three installments.

(continued from September 8, 2011)
Frank’s youngest of eight children was

my grandfather, Edward Baker, who my
sister and I called Grandaddy. My mother
told me the story that Grandaddy told her
when he was elderly and she happened to
be driving him down West Broad. He
pointed to a house several down from his
parents (now the Plinton funeral home).
He said that was his first house and when
he built it he put in indoor plumbing. He
said his parents were mortified that he
would put his outhouse indoors.
Grandaddy was quite an athlete. Among
other sports, he was a champion bowler,
winning numerous county and state cham-
pionships. I’m told that at that time bowl-
ing balls were made out of wood, yet he
was able to average in the high 190’s!

Grandaddy never farmed, but worked
for his father-in-law, Paul Schledensky,
who managed the Anchor Fence Co. One
of his brick and iron fences still stands
around the Scotch Plains Baptist Church
cemetery on the corner of Mountain and
Park Avenues. I have a beautiful hand-
written diary that great grandfather Paul
S. wrote during his two-year voyage

around the world from 1877 to 1879
aboard the U.S.S. Constellation. Prior to
that voyage he had been in the first class
of cadets aboard the U.S.S Constitution
(Old Ironsides) in 1876.

My father, Horace, was born in 1905
and from early childhood grew up in the
house at 541 Elm Street that Grandaddy
had built. As was the custom then, the
Schledensky’s moved in next door after
building their new home at 537 Elm
Street. Like Grandaddy, dad was also a
good athlete starting on both the Westfield
High School baseball and basketball
teams. He was also quite a tennis player,
appearing in 13 tournament finals at the
Westfield Tennis Club. He also played in
the U.S. Open at Forest Hills and the
Newport Grass Court Championships.
Dad was the first from his family to go to
college, graduating from Dartmouth in
1927 and then NYU Law.

In 1939 he was elected to the Westfield
Town Council where he and Charley
Bailey, later to become mayor in the
1950’s, championed the creation of
Tamaques Park against strong opposi-
tion. At the time there was much open
land, particularly on the south side of
town, and opponents argued that spend-
ing money on a park was wasteful. But
dad and Charley prevailed and the por-
tion of the park where the main baseball
and softball diamonds and the picnic
grove was built. The area of the two ball
diamonds had been an open sewer pit that
was filled in to create the playing fields.
The tennis courts and other ball fields
were added in the 1950’s. From 1960 to
1966 dad was Westfield’s town attorney
at which time he helped create the Green
Acres park out towards the end of Pros-
pect Street. He also provided the legal
counsel to set up the Westfield Founda-
tion and the Miller-Cory House purchase.

Bruce Baker
Ridgewood

Our Kids, Another
Reason to Be Thankful

We had a block party on Saturday at
Harding Street in Westfield.  The fireteam
brought the truck and explained to all of
the kids what their public service was and
the hours they work to help everyone
during Irene. They really came out and
spoke to our families and gave us yet
another reason to be thankful for these
public servants.

Deb Nillas
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chelonian – Pertaining to tortoises

or turtles
2. Apocrustic – An astringent or repel-

lent
3. Milter – A male fish during breeding

time
4. Pleach – To interweave, as branches

of trees

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SPONSION
1. A formal promise or pledge
2. Money; coin; wealth
3. The property of a bishop or clergyman
4. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
SANGUIGENOUS

1. Producing blood
2. Cruel; mean
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Oozing; seeping

PERIOPLE
1. A passage from the Bible used in a

formal service
2. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
3. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
4. The outside, smooth, horny part of

the hoof of a horse
LEISTER

1. A tanner of pelts or animal skins
2. A landlord or land holder; especially

in rural areas
3. A three-pronged, barbed spear for

taking fish
4. A breed of long-wooled sheep

Glad for Ferraro’s
Renovation

I used to go to Ferraro’s at least once
every two weeks. It’s the place I spent
birthdays, good report cards, and family
dinners. My friends would poke fun at
me for always ordering the baked ziti, my
favorite dish.

When it burnt down, I was shocked
and devastated. I thought it completely
unfair that a place I shared so many happy
moments, burnt down in a matter of hours.
Every time I pass the restaurant and smell
the scent of burnt air it saddens me.

When I found out the Town Council
approved the demolition, it was a bitter-
sweet moment. I was sad that the old
restaurant had to be destroyed, but re-
lieved that it would be able to reopen.
With a unanimous vote from the Council
for the reconstruction of Ferraro’s, I knew
that I wasn’t the only who truly loved and
missed the restaurant.

Sarah Leahy
Westfield, WHS Student

‘Twin Towers’ Article
Constant Reminder

I would like to thank you for reprinting
the “Twin Towers Destroyed” article to
commemorate 9/11’s tenth anniversary.
Although I was too young to read the
article in 2001, the reprint allowed me to
reflect on the most tragic event my gen-
eration has ever seen.

As a first grader during the attacks, it
was difficult to comprehend the severity
of what had happened that day.

This article gave me the opportunity to
commemorate all those who lost their
lives and to remember the harsh realities
of a profoundly life-changing event in
American history.

In addition, I would like to say thank
you to everyone who was there that day
and to everyone who is fighting overseas
for our country.

This article will be a constant reminder
of the tragedy that took place on Septem-
ber 11th, 2001 and I will never forget.

Jonathan Nanna
Westfield, WHS Student

---LD-21---
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R); 425 North Ave. E.; Westfield
 (908) 232-3673; senkean@njleg.org
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R); 251 North Ave. West; Westfield
(908) 232-2073; asmbramnick@njleg.org
Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R); 57 Union Place, Summit
(908) 918-0414; aswmunoz@njleg.org

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D); 1514 E. St Georges Ave.; Linden

(908) 587-0404; senscutari@njleg.org
Asw. Linda  Stender (D); 1801 E. Second St.; Scotch Plains

(908) 668-1900; aswmunoz@njleg.org
Asm. Jerry  Green (D); 17 Watchung Ave.; Plainfield

(908) 561-5757; asmgreen@njleg.org

Fanwood Public Works and Residents
Thanked for Storm Aftermath Effort
We are fortunate in the Borough of

Fanwood that for many of our residents’
things are mostly back to normal. This is
a good time to take a moment to look back
and thank all of our Borough employees,
as well as our residents, for their respon-
siveness, cooperation and patience in the
wake of hurricane Irene.

I also want to thank Union County
personnel for sharing their equipment
and manpower in picking up brush on our
streets, which allowed our Public Works
Department to turn their attention to other,
more urgent tasks. And finally, to all who

participated in the borough’s one time
bulk waste removal of storm damaged
items from our streets. Thank you to the
residents for placing those items at the
curb quickly and efficiently so that the
efforts of our crew allowed Fanwood to
remain clean and clear, thus further re-
ducing the effects for potential illness or
disease.

These past two weeks were certainly
an example of everyone pulling together,
neighbor helping neighbor, to keep
Fanwood moving.

As the mayor and I continue to knock
on you doors, we welcome your feed-
back. If anyone has any individualized
questions or concerns, please do not hesi-
tate to contact borough hall or our public
works director and we will make every
effort to provide assistance.

Russell Huegel
Fanwood Councilman

Chair, Public Works

Cranford residents are invited to a
Town Hall Meeting on Thursday, Sep-
tember 15 at 7:30 pm at the Cranford
High School. Mayor Dan Aschenbach
and Asm. Jon Bramnick will lead dis-
cussion and receive feedback on Hurri-
cane Irene: pre-storm planning, post
storm response, mitigation and upcom-
ing development proposals.
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Letters to the Editor
Majority of MS BOE Members Who

Were Not Privy to The Charade

Why Board Members,
Administrators Resign

As I contemplate the resignations of
Carolyn Williams and Mary Beth
Schaumberg from the Mountainside BOE,
I would like to address certain points.

People question why administrators
resign from the Mountainside school dis-
trict. May I point out that Mountainside is
a small K-8 district. This situation does
not create job security for an administra-
tor. Employment in a larger district is not
only looked upon as a promotion, but is
accompanied by a larger salary and more
job security. Career moves such as these
should not be taken as a personal affront
by Mountainside residents, but rather as
career advances based on personal deci-
sions and career goals of the individuals.

Regarding comments about the BOE
not having a plan, the members all come
from different backgrounds and bring
along with them various types of exper-
tise. This sometimes results in differ-
ences of opinion. However, as a member
of this BOE I have found that our new
members as well as the old are all willing
to come together and compromise to reach
a decision regarding what is best for our
children, not through electronic meet-
ings as has been suggested, but through
the thoughtful exchange of information.

Our plan? To make decisions which
promote quality education leading to
highly accomplished state test scores in
an environment which is socially friendly
and conducive to learning.

Carmine Venes
Mountainside BOE

Mary Beth Schaumberg Latest to
Resign from Mountainside BOE

Editor’s Note: Reprinted from last
week as reference for the many letters
received this week.

With very mixed emotions, I have ten-
dered my resignation as a Mountainside
Board of Education member. Having been
elected as a write-in candidate in 2000,
thanks to overwhelming community sup-
port, I joined the board at a time when the
community was extremely concerned
about our test scores and the preparedness
of students transitioning to high school.
During my first year I mostly observed
and learned. This first year is designed to
provide board members with the neces-
sary understanding of their roles and re-
sponsibilities. Given that there is so much
to learn about school governance, to this
day, I continue to gain new insights.

Most unfortunately, over the past year,
it appears as if this mantra has not
grounded novice board members. In-
stead, these individuals have disregarded
the history of the district and suggested
significant change within days of join-
ing the board. Following the 2010 elec-
tion, several astute community members
expressed concerns to me about the
changing complexion of the board. This
has been particularly difficult to endure
in that I have served on every board
committee and in every board liaison
role, which has often led to me sacrific-
ing time from my career, and more im-
portantly from my family.

Even with the challenge of balancing
my time, prior to 2010, I had always
found my board experience to be quite
rewarding. A healthy give and take an-

chored exchanges between and among
board members and members of the ad-
ministrative team. At no point in time
was character assassination part of my
experience until the March 2010 Candi-
dates’ Night. A now novice board mem-
ber serving in a leadership position on
“your” Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion called my integrity into question
when indicating that I intentionally mis-
led the community about fiscal savings
realized during the previous school year.

Portrayed as a liar, I was completely
taken aback by this false accusation, which
was later clarified by our then board
attorney who confirmed that all of my
representations were accurate.

This aside, the real beginning of the
imminent demise of the present
Mountainside Board of Education and
my need to distance myself from this
board occurred at the end of the 2008-
2009 school year when the then current
board approved an unpopular personnel
decision. That decision set into motion a
series of politically charged actions that
have resulted in the pronounced dysfunc-
tion of this current board.

At our June 2011 board retreat and
ethics training, our New Jersey School
Boards Association representative cau-
tioned that the behavior of the board
would result in each member being
painted with the same brush. With that, I
knew my time on the Mountainside Board
of Education had come to an end. To be
painted with the same brush as the cur-
rent board members would devalue the
many, many years I spent away from my
family dedicated to this board.

Rather than engaging in political crock-
ery, during my tenure as a board member,
we focused on what matters most, stu-
dent achievement. Consequently, test
scores and staff performance rose to the
highest levels observed in our district. As
the former board president and vice presi-
dent, I am pleased to know that I contrib-
uted to effectuating this type of change.
This is in large measure due to the con-
tinual and unconditional support of the
thinking people in this community, those
who serve and support for the betterment
of the Mountainside children.

To the thinking people, trust your in-
sights. Know that it is not a coincidence
that multiple board members and admin-
istrators have resigned in just over one
year’s time. I implore you to stand up,
take notice, and ask questions. Acknowl-
edging the recent comments of former
board member, Carolyn Williams, “keep
looking for the transparency that was
promised you.” In the current environ-
ment, the sharing of information occurs
most selectively. The implications of this
mentality are detrimental to the commu-
nity at-large, as is the widely held con-
cern regarding confidentiality.

I am truly saddened and frightened by
what the future holds for the Mountainside
children, although I remain grateful for
the opportunity to have served the com-
munity I have resided in and cherished
my whole life. With the blatant and un-
warranted lack of respect experienced by
me and departing administrators, I will
not be exercising my option to serve out
the balance of my term.

Mary Beth Schaumberg
Mountainside BOE 2000-2011

The responsibilities and duties of the
president of the Board of Education fo-
cus on seven specific items dictated by
policy. The first and foremost is to pre-
side at all meetings of the Board. This
does not give the president the right to tell

the other members what to think, how to
act or what to say. The president should
strive to foster communication among
Board members; promote and create an
atmosphere of spirited and public debate
on the issues; and, respect dissent while
working and talking through it. These
goals cannot be achieved without trans-
parency. But transparency does not dis-
criminate between the good and the bad,
the desired and the unwanted. For the
Board to be truly transparent the public
must be allowed to see the discussions
and formation of such positive programs
as the community roundtable. But they
must also accept the unscripted reaction
and criticism following a prepared state-
ment that surprises the majority of the
members who were not privy to the cha-
rade. The Board and the public have to be
willing to accept the inconveniences of
too much transparency rather than suffer
the consequences of too little.

Transparency only works if you are
willing to speak your mind and not sit
idly by when you see Board members
being excluded and not being able to
voice their opinions, or when informa-
tion is not being shared with the full
Board or the community. You have to be
willing to fight for what you think is
right, in public, for all to see and judge.
You must hold on to your principles and
beliefs. You must stay engaged and be a
part of the process, not quit and walk
away.

Which action serves the community
better, reacting passionately to a per-
ceived injustice or attempting to orches-
trate a spectacle on the night the CSA
finalists are to be selected and turned
over to the interview committee? Which
action is more professional, reaching out
and including those on the Board with
whom you do not always agree but re-
spect for their experience and knowl-
edge, or resigning and simultaneously
issuing a scripted, inflammatory and false
letter to the editor the night before the
start of a new and challenging school
year? Let the astute decide.

I am proud of the things this Board of
Education has accomplished. Rest as-
sured that the Board is working hard on
the issues that truly matter: hiring a CSA
to lead the District forward and shape
both the administrative team and the
district’s educational vision; finding ways
to further involve the parents and the
community in the schools and curricu-
lum; and, striving to provide the resources
and tools necessary for our incredible
teaching staff to succeed. All of these are
being done with one goal in mind, the
development, nurture and education of
the children of Mountainside.

James Ruban, Jr., President
Mountainside Board of Education

Valley Furniture Shop
Unique Heirloom Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com
Monday-Saturday 10-8 * Sunday 12-6 * Closed Wednesday

*Extra $50 on all Twin & Full Sets
**Extra $100 on every Queen & King Set 

***Extra $200 on King Premium Pillow Top Set

What an incredible opportunity to 
purchase the world’s finest mattress!

Unparalleled comfort and quality have been
the hallmarks of every Shifman mattress

since 1893. Shifman ultra-premium sets are
entirely handmade in the USA featuring 

natural cotton upholstery, a unique hand-
tufting technique, and eight-way hand-tie
boxsprings. So, don’t let this limited time 

offer catch you napping.

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT •
NATURAL MATERIALS • 

TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES •
HANDCRAFTED QUALITY •

THE $5 MILLION RETIREMENT
MATTRESS SALE

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE   

TWIN EA.PC. 480 $259*
FULL EA.PC. 650 $359*
QUEEN SET 1350 $739**  
KING SET 2240 $1229**

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 650 $359*
FULL EA.PC. 820     $459*
QUEEN SET 1780 $999**
KING SET 2790 $1549**

SAPPHIRE
SUGG. SALE   

TWIN EA.PC. 880 $489*
FULL EA.PC. 1050 $589*
QUEEN SET 2330 $1299**
KING SET 3450 $1899** 

DIAMOND PT
SUGG. SALE   

TWIN SET 2420       $1399*
FULL SET 2960        $1699*
QUEEN SET 3240    $1849**
KING SET 4570     $2649**

SATURN
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 1520 $849*
FULL EA.PC. 1840     $1039*
QUEEN SET 4010 $2249**
KING SET 5730 $3249**

ROYAL COMFORT PT
SUGG. SALE   

TWIN SET 3890 $2299*
FULL SET 4670       $2699*
QUEEN SET 5520   $3199**
KING SET 7410   $4299***

Save 40% - 70%
on every Shifman style.

BANCROFT TWIN SETS STARTING AT $159 EA. PC.

IT’S HISTORIC

SERIOUS STORM DAMAGE 

REQUIRES PROMPT ATTENTION

M. MILLER & SON 
PUBLIC ADJUSTERS REPRESENTING THE POLICYHOLDER, EXCLUSIVELY.

WE KEEP POLICYHOLDERS FROM GETTING SOAKED 
ONCE THE FLOOD IS OVER.

1211 Liberty Avenue  
Hillside, NJ 07205  
Tel: 908.355.4800

Toll Free: 877MMILLER
(877.664.5537)
www.mmillerson.com

LICENSED 

PUBLIC 

ADJUSTERS

MAKING INSURANCE  COMPANIES  L IVE  UP  TO  THE IR  CLA IMS ®

SINCE 1960

Schaumberg Statement
Appalling From Ex-Pres.

I am extremely disheartened and dis-
appointed to be addressing the statements
made by the former board president that
she is “frightened by what the future
holds for the Mountainside children.” To
incite a sense of fear within our commu-
nity is unproductive and completely un-
professional. The statement also begs the
following question: Without our prior
board president, will our children’s fu-
ture be in dire despair?

“Change within days of [new Board
members] joining the Board,” was a state-
ment that was negatively addressed. Con-
trary to the comments, such change is
positive in that it demonstrates that the
District is moving forward to better pre-
pare our children for the demands posed
by the fast paced, dynamic nature of
education. The Board needs to respond
promptly and embrace these demands.
The implications that new Board mem-
bers should sit back, watch and listen,
grossly underestimates the creative ideas,
solutions, and insight that these new
members may contribute to the efficient
operation of our district. Furthermore, it
relegates the valuable voice of a new
Board member on a seven-member Board.

History has its importance, but revi-
sionist history is a detriment to the future.
I have served as a member of this BOE for
four years. The statement, “A healthy
give and take anchored exchanges be-
tween and among Board members and
the administration team” was not the cli-
mate on this Board until after the April
2010 election. It was only then that each
and every Board member has been given
the respect and opportunity to have his or
her opinions and ideas shared, heard, and
discussed by the other members.

Prior to the 2010 election, the Board
members who had opinions other than
that of the then seated president, were
treated with distain and with an extreme
lack of respect often within a hostile
environment. A respected previous Board
member had stated to me, “The board
needs people that want to work together.
The negative energy experienced was
draining, and it was worse before the
2007 election.” He also stated that there
was a “bitter residue left from the prior
Board four years ago.”

As a community member, I am ap-
palled that the prior Board president con-
siders only those who have uncondition-
ally supported her to be the “thinking
people” of this community. What criteria
did she personally apply to measure the
intellect of the members of the commu-
nity and determine whether they are
“thinking” persons? Unfortunately, this
comment is indicative of the same nega-
tive mentality and same type of unpro-
ductive statements that permeated the
Board led by the previous president.

Moving forward, I see Mountainside’s
educational future as a bright one. One
filled with positive input from a Board
that respects each other and finally shares
in a common goal of hard work, common
sense, integrity and the optimism of our
children’s future.

Cathy Jakositz
Mountainside BOE

Sky in MS BOE Has
Not Fallen, But At Risk

I have read and considered the state-
ments of two individuals who recently
resigned the Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation. These statements were submitted
to local area publications shortly after
their abrupt departures from the Board, of
which I am a proud member and officer.

While I respect their right to express
themselves, I strongly disagree with their
sentiments. I am surprised that two long-
time residents who have professed their
commitment to the children of
Mountainside have chosen to grandstand
in such a destructive and divisive manner.

Reasonable people may disagree, but
it is the ability and commitment to work
through that disagreement that leads to
true understanding and progress – not
picking up your ball and leaving the field,
and then turning and deriding those left
in your wake. History is the great equal-
izer. Emotion and passion shall wane, but
the record of achievement, or lack thereof,
will stand.

Ironically, in one respect, I will echo
the thoughts of one of those who have
just abandoned our Board: her plea that
the people of Mountainside get involved
and ask questions. Yes, please ask ques-
tions; express your concerns productively
at meetings and our Community
Roundtable events; approach your Board
members and share your thoughts AND
your ideas. In short, contribute to the
growth and improvement of our District.
Do not fear or react to the recent changes
– embrace them and recognize the oppor-
tunity that they present. This Board will
listen and respond, and will take respon-
sible, visible action on your and your
children’s behalf.

I ask you to conduct your due dili-
gence and arrive at independent conclu-
sions rather than subscribing to my per-
sonal opinions contained herein, or sub-
mitting to the distorted and selective ren-
ditions of the past 10 years that some
have chosen to irresponsibly and inexpli-
cably promote as fact.

Please ask yourself who it was that
oversaw the millions of dollars that once
filled our District’s reserves. Our teach-
ers and students are still without any
measurable level of current technology
in the classrooms, our buildings are dated
and your current Board is absolutely
broke. Certainly you can point to last
year’s State funding cut, but why did our
Board not have anything by way of re-
serves? Financial ruin is not an instant
phenomenon – it takes time to perpetuate
such a dire situation. The Board was left
vulnerable and ill prepared, as it histori-
cally chose to hide behind its then-ample

reserves rather than implement sound
fiscal management.

Today, our roofs continue to leak; our
facilities are in a dire state, in need of
repair or reconstruction; and, our board
was mired in seemingly insurmountable
litigation for over four years. Yet that
board continued business as usual in the
face of possible significant liability with-
out earmarking funds to address same or
mitigate the ongoing legal costs involved.

We have experienced a seemingly sys-
tematic removal of professional parents
and family members from their employ
within our schools; as recently as 2009
our arts and music programs were all but
offered up for sacrifice. But, you will
hear, test scores improved! Absolutely,
and there is no argument that test scores
are an important index of student achieve-
ment, and one of which we can all be
proud. However, credit truly lies with our
engaged students and parents, and our
District’s talented and committed teach-
ers, aides and support staff who per-
formed miraculously despite dated fa-
cilities, a lack of funding, and an absence
of current technology.

The sky in our District has not fallen,
but has for some time been at risk of
collapse. This Board is diligently fight-
ing the battle of shoring it, and improving
its foundation, having first had to endure
the unpleasant task of exposing the house
of cards that prior Boards had erected.
The newer members of our Board, my-
self included, joined because it was evi-
dent that something was indeed very
wrong, and no, we did not sit idly by as
dutiful freshmen, but rather, we asked the
hard and often unpleasant questions, chal-
lenged the status quo, and have under-
taken to expose and address our District’s
problems with enthusiasm, passion, and
an educated vision for a better District.

 Overall, I am confident that this Board
recognizes that this truly is a new day,
and I redouble my pledge to my fellow
Mountainside residents that I shall re-
main focused and committed to partici-
pate in the Board’s ongoing efforts to
develop a stronger administrative team,
maintain a fiscally prudent and lean busi-
ness office, and provide greater support
for the fine teachers and staff of our
District, greater opportunities for parent
and family involvement in our schools,
and overall, a better educational experi-
ence for the children of Mountainside.

Christopher Minks
V.P., Mountainside BOE(continued on next column)

(continued from previous column)
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Health Department Reveals
Flu Inoculation Schedule

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department has sched-
uled the following dates for seasonal
Flu Inoculation Programs. These pro-
grams are open only to residents of
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit and Westfield.

Proof of residency may be required.
There will be a $10 fee, cash only, for
every participant who does not have
Medicare. Participants will be taken
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Friday, September 16, Westfield
Municipal Building, Community
Room, 10 a.m. to noon, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield. This clinic will be for
individuals age 65 and older only.

Monday, September 19, Westfield
Municipal Building, Court Room, 6
to 7:30 p.m.

Monday, September 26,
Mountainside Municipal Building,
Court Room, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 1385
Route 22, East, Mountainside.

Thursday, September 29, Spring-
field Municipal Building, Court
Room, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 100 Mountain
Avenue, Springfield.

Tuesday, October 4, New Provi-
dence – Senior Citizens Center, 10
a.m. to noon, 15 E. 4th Street, New
Providence.

Wednesday, October 5, Indepen-
dence Way, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., 350
Independence Way, Springfield.

Wednesday, October 5, Sarah

Bailey, 11 a.m. to noon, 30 Church
Mall Street, Springfield.

Thursday, October 6, Fanwood
Recreation Center, 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
Forest Road, Fanwood.

Friday, October 14, Summit – Se-
nior Housing Center, 10 to 11:30
a.m., 12 Chestnut Avenue, Summit.

Wednesday, October 19, Garwood
Fire House, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 415 South
Avenue, Garwood.

Saturday, November 19, Roselle
Park High School, 9 to 11 a.m., 185
W. Webster Avenue, Roselle Park
(cafeteria).

Anyone who is Medicare Part B
eligible must bring his or her card to
the program.

The Centers for Disease Control
now recommends all individuals 6
months and older receive seasonal
influenza vaccine (i.e., the flu shot),
especially persons age 65 and older,
with and without chronic health con-
ditions; residents of long-term care
facilities; persons ages 2 to 64 with
chronic health conditions; children
age 6 months or older who attend any
licensed child care center or pre-
school activity; pregnant women;
health-care personnel who provide
direct patient care, and household
contacts and out-of-home caregivers
of children age 6 months and younger.

For additional information, call the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070.

POLICE BLOTTER

ALL GOD’S CREATURES…Pastor Cynthia Cochran-Carney joins pets and
owners at a previous Blessing of Pets at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
in Scotch Plains. This year’s event will take place on Sunday, September 25, from
4 to 5:30 p.m. The rain date is Sunday, October 9.

Willow Grove to Conduct
Annual Blessing of Pets

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will
hold its annual Blessing of Pets on
the church lawn on Sunday, Sep-
tember 25, between 4 and 5:30 p.m.

Members of the community are
invited to bring their pets to receive
a blessing from the Reverend Cynthia
Cochran-Carney, pastor. Individu-
als whose pet is sick or has died may
bring a picture, and these pets will
be included in a blessing as well.

All animals are welcome, but must
be on a leash or in a cage. A brief
service of prayer and singing will
take place at 4 p.m. Each pet will
receive an individual blessing. Af-
terward, Sylvette Hartroth and her

award-winning Shetland sheepdogs
will perform a dog-agility course
demonstration. There also will be a
puppy-petting pen. The rain date for
this event is Sunday, October 9.

For more information about Wil-
low Grove, call the church office,
Monday through Friday, at (908)
232-5678; e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or ac-
cess willowgrovechurch.org.

Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the south-side firehouse
and soccer field and near the corner
of South Martine Avenue. All fa-
cilities are handicap-accessible.

AAI to Salute Dr. Thomas
At Meeting Tomorrow

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. (AAI) will hold its
monthly meeting tomorrow, Friday,
September 16, on the campus of
Union County College in Cranford.
It will take place in the Roy Smith
Theater. The campus is located at
1033 Springfield Avenue.

This General Membership meeting
will be dedicated to Dr. Lew Thomas,
who passed away in May 2011. Dr.
Thomas was a well-respected and
long-time member of AAI and the
Union County College faculty.

The AAI executive committee
also wishes to acknowledge the con-
tributions of other AAI members
who have recently passed on, in-
cluding Henry and Mark Adams,

George Chaplenko, David and
Gloria Kuchinsky and Julius Zsako.

Following the presentation, mem-
bers of the public are invited to join
AAI members at the William Miller
Sperry Observatory on the campus
for refreshments and the chance to
look through the two largest ama-
teur telescopes in the northeast
(weather permitting).

The Sperry Observatory is open
to the public every Friday evening,
rain or shine, between 7:30 and
10:30 p.m. for an informal talk and
observing.

Additionally, the public is invited
to join AAI at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside
on every clear Saturday at 1 p.m. for
solar viewing through AAI’s portable
solar telescope and special filters in
the light of hydrogen-alpha emis-
sions. Solar prominences, sunspots
and filaments also will be on view.

For more information, visit
asterism.org or call (908) 276-STAR.
Admission and parking are free.

5K Run/2 Mile Walk Events
To Aid Paul Jackson Fund

AREA – The Paul Jackson Fund, a
charity based in Westfield, will hold
its second annual Paul Jackson 5K
Run, 2 Mile Walk and Kids’ Fun Run
on Sunday, October 9. The events
will be held at Oak Ridge Park, lo-
cated at 130 Oak Ridge Road in Clark.

Registration will begin at 8 a.m.
The Run will start at 9:30 a.m., the 2
Mile Walk will begin at 9:45 a.m. and
the Kids’ Fun Run will kick off at
10:30 a.m.

The Fund was started in 1991 for
Paul Jackson, a 1979 Westfield High
School graduate, who became para-
lyzed as a result of surgery to remove a
spinal cord tumor. Friends in Westfield
raised money for Mr. Jackson so he
could participate in a rehabilitation pro-
gram not covered by insurance.

When Mr. Jackson no longer
needed the help, he began assisting
others in similar circumstances, pro-
viding assistance to qualifying fami-
lies and individuals who were in a
financial crisis due to a long-term
illness or disability. For 18 years, he
helped hundreds of families who had
no place else to turn for help.

In 2009, after a hard-fought battle
with cancer, Mr. Jackson passed away
at age 47. His wish was for the mis-
sion of The Fund to live on. The Paul
Jackson Fund continues to help fami-
lies throughout New Jersey who are
struggling and without hope. This
year marks the 20th anniversary of

The Paul Jackson Fund.
The Paul Jackson 5K, 2 Mile Walk

and Kids’ Fun Run is The Fund’s
main fund-raising event. Mr.
Jackson’s sister, Mary Jackson, said,
“Last year was our first year and we
were really pleased with the turnout,
but we’re hoping for even more people
this year. It’s a great race and a fun
day for the whole family.”

The 5K course is USATF-certified
and awards will be given to top racers,
overall and within age categories. All
participants will have the chance to win
random prizes and there will be post-
race refreshments, face painting and
crafts and games for children. The 2
Mile Walk will be wheelchair-friendly.

There also will be vendor booths
as well as information about The
Paul Jackson Fund and recipient sto-
ries. In addition, The Sneaker Fac-
tory will give away $15 gift certifi-
cates to the first 200 people who
register for the race.

To register, visit pauljacksonfund.org
or raceforum.org. To donate to The
Fund, visit pauljacksonfund.org or
Firstgiving/pauljacksonfund.org. For
more information, call the PJF office at
(908) 233-6110.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Area Library to Offer
Genealogy Programs
PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield

Public Library will begin a series of
programs on family history with
“Climbing Your Family Tree: Gene-
alogy for Beginners” on Tuesday,
September 20, running from 10:30
through 11:30 a.m.

Further classes will include “Get-
ting Started with Ancestry Library
Edition” on October 18 and “Free
Databases for Genealogists” on No-
vember 15. Classes will be held in
Room 5 on the lower level of the
library. All classes will be free. The
library is located at 800 Park Avenue.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call the library at (908) 757-1111,
extension no. 136; e-mail
localhistory@plfdpl.info or go to
plainfieldlibrary.info/Departments/
LH/LH_classes.html.

Saturday Event to Aid
Victims of Hurricane
CRANFORD – “Rising Above – A

Musical Celebration of Hope,” ben-
efiting those in Cranford devastated
by Hurricane Irene, will take place
this Saturday, September 17. Begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m., it will be held at
Cranford High School, located at 201
West End Place in Cranford.

All proceeds will go to Cranford
Family Care Hurricane Relief Fund.
Tickets are $20 per person in ad-
vance/$25 at the door. The event will
include musical performances by lo-
cal talent and a Tricky Tray.

For tickets, contact Ginger Burd at
gburd2@verizon.net or (908) 272-
4315. Tickets also can be purchased
at Cougar Headquarters, 415 Cen-
tennial Avenue, (908) 497-9900 and
at Cranford High School in the mail
office. Checks should be made pay-
able to Cranford Family Care.

Cranford Family Care is a 503(c)
charitable organization; Tax Id
02215085691.

Legion to Recognize
Families of Troops

SCOTCH PLAINS – American
Legion Post No. 209 has initiated a
program to honor Scotch Plains and
Fanwood families who have loved
ones serving in the U.S. armed forces.

Post No. 209 is planning a Blue
Star Service Banner ceremony to rec-
ognize these families whose relatives
currently are serving on active duty.

A Blue Star Service Banner displayed
in the window of a home is an American
tradition. The banner lets others know
that someone in the home is proudly
serving in the U.S. military.

Those interested in participating in
the ceremony may call American
Legion Post No. 209 at (908) 322-
9845 to register for the event, which
is tentatively planned for some time
in late September at the post home in
Scotch Plains.

Individuals are asked to leave
contact information, including a name
and telephone number. A Post No.
209 representative will then call to
follow up with additional information
on the program.

Suspect Sought In Robbery
Sunday of Westfield Bank
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Authorities are
seeking one or more suspects in the
robbery last Sunday of the TD Bank
on the 500 block of North Avenue,
East, in which a man escaped with
approximately $5,700.

Lieutenant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Westfield Leader Tuesday that the man
waited on line before approaching a
teller at approximately 2 p.m. He
handed her a note that read, “I want all
the money. Loose bills.” No weapon
was shown, the lieutenant said.

The teller stepped back from the
counter, at which point the suspect
grabbed money that already was out
on the counter and fled the bank,
according to Lieutenant Rodger. The
suspect was seen fleeing on foot to
4th Avenue, where he was observed
entering the passenger side of a black

Nissan Altima that was parked with
its brake lights on. The vehicle then
left the scene.

The suspect is described as a light-
skinned Hispanic male, about 27
years old, approximately 5 feet, 8
inches tall with a thin build, and
unshaven with a moustache. He was
wearing a black cap with white de-
signs, a black hoodie with a zipper,
a white T-shirt and dark pants.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter told The Leader that “the
FBI was contacted and they have
responded” concerning the investi-
gation. He said that the agency is
involved because the case “fell within
their  purview of jurisdiction,” but
said he could not elaborate further.

Anyone with information is asked
to call Detective Lieutenant John
Ricerca of the Westfield Police De-
partment at (908) 789-6082. All calls
will be kept confidential.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STARTING OVER... Ferraro’s Restaurant in Westfield began demolition this
week of its building that was destroyed in a fire that occured in May.

Westfield
Tuesday, September 6, a business on

the 300 block of South Avenue, East,
reported the theft of a motor vehicle. The
vehicle was rented on July 15 and was not
returned by its due date of August 15. It
was described as a 2010 gray Toyota
Yaris with an approximate value of
$12,500. The vehicle had not been lo-
cated at press time, according to police.

Tuesday, September 6, Danielle Lugo,
23, of Kenilworth was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for $500
after turning herself in at police headquar-
ters. She was processed and posted bail.

Friday, September 9, Adona Roney,
30, of Piscataway was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
South Elmer Street on six warrants from
South Plainfield totaling $3,159 bail. She
was processed and turned over to South
Plainfield police.

Friday, September 9, Russell L. Durbin,
Jr., 50, of Westfield was arrested on a
warrant issued by the Westfield Police
Department for theft of a motor vehicle.
He was picked up at the Ocean County
jail, transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
$7,500 bail.

Sunday, September 11, a motor ve-
hicle was targeted for criminal mischief
on the 500 block of Hanford Place.

Sunday, September 11, jewelry valued
in excess of $55,000 was reported stolen
from a residence on the 500 block of
West Broad Street.

Mountainside
Thursday, September 1, a resident of

Beech Avenue came into police head-
quarters to report that he lost his driver’s
license and Harrah’s Casino and Resort
room key in the area of the community
pool.

Friday, September 2, an individual came
into police headquarters to report he was at
a Route 22 theater and lost his key.

Saturday, September 3, a resident of
Woodacres Drive reported that his un-
locked motor vehicle was broken into
and loose change was removed. The ve-
hicle was parked in his driveway at the
time.

Sunday, September 4, a resident of
Coles Avenue suffered burns to both of
her hands and approximately $1,000
worth of damage to her kitchen after a fire
broke out while she was attempting to
make an alcoholic concoction.

Tuesday, September 6, an officer re-
ported to a Route 22 catering hall after a
bride and groom submitted two fraudu-
lent checks to the facility for an event that
occurred on August 14. According to
police, both checks were returned for
insufficient funds and calls to the indi-
viduals went unreturned.

Tuesday, September 6, an officer re-
sponded to an eldercare facility on Route
22 after an employee of the facility at-
tempted to pet a dog there and it barked,
causing her to jerk her hand away. Ac-
cording to police, the dog is owned by the
facility and it is unknown if the dog bit
the victim or if she cut her hand on a desk
when she pulled it away.

Fanwood
Sunday, September 4, Jerome Will-

iams, 48, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on the 200 block of North Avenue on an
active warrant out of Fanwood. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, September 8, Jamaal Har-
ris, 21, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and South Avenue on an active warrant
out of Seaside Heights. He was processed
and released by the Seaside Heights Court.

Friday, September 9, Donald Wilcox,
42, of Clark was arrested on charges of
possession of suspected marijuana and
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
inspection detail in the area of Martine
Avenue and Watson Road, at which time
an officer observed a vehicle pass him
and the driver attempt to conceal drug
paraphernalia under his seat. According
to police, the vehicle was stopped and the
suspected marijuana was discovered in

the vehicle. Wilcox was processed and
released on a summons with a court ap-
pearance pending.

Saturday, September 10, Antonio Ortiz,
30, of Garwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at South and
Martine Avenues. According to police,
while speaking with the driver, the of-
ficer detected the strong odor of an alco-
holic beverage coming from the vehicle.
The suspect failed multiple field sobriety
tests and was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released to a re-
sponsible person.

Saturday, September 10, a resident of
the 20 block of Birchwood Terrace re-
ported an unknown person damaged an
exterior electrical outlet to the house.

Sunday, September 11, Craig McCoy,
38, of South Plainfield and Joseph
Wesley, 20, of Scotch Plains were ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
LaGrande Avenue and Staagard Place.
McCoy was charged with an active war-
rant out of the Union County Superior
Court. Wesley was charged with hinder-
ing apprehension after allegedly giving
the officer a false name.

Both individuals were transported to
police headquarters and processed.
McCoy was turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office and Wesley was
released pending a court appearance.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 6, a Route 22

business owner reported that sometime
overnight, someone entered his estab-
lishment through the front door and, once
inside, removed several hundred dollars
from the register.

Tuesday, September 6, a Hill Top Road
resident reported that sometime overnight
someone smashed his front window.

Tuesday, September 6, a resident of
Canterbury Lane reported that she re-
ceived a call from her bank informing her
that someone made several thousand dol-
lars in purchases without her authoriza-
tion.

Thursday, September 8, a resident of
Newark Avenue reported that she re-
ceived a call from her credit card com-
pany stating that someone made several
thousand dollars in purchases without
her authorization.

Friday, September 9, a resident of John
Street reported that a former boyfriend
has been calling her several times a day
and yelling at her.

Friday, September 9, a resident of
Plainfield reported that at approximately
11 p.m. he was waiting for the bus at
Front Street and Jackson Avenue when
someone approached him and demanded
his money. According to police, the vic-
tim handed over an undetermined amount
of money and the suspect then fled the
area on foot.

Friday, September 9, James Casson,
22, of Berkeley Heights was arrested on
a $1,000 outstanding warrant issued by
the Berkeley Heights Court after a motor
vehicle stop on Park Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, September 9, Kevin Harris,
32, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on a
$2,000 outstanding warrant issued by the
Scotch Plains Court. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Friday, September 9, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that she has
been receiving numerous phone calls at
all hours of the night from a former
friend.

Saturday, September 10, a resident of
Jerusalem Road reported that she received
a call from a credit card company re-
questing that she pay her past due ac-
count. According to police, the victim
stated that she never opened an account
with that credit card company.

Saturday, September 10, a resident of
Park Avenue reported that sometime dur-
ing the day someone stole his video tri-
pod that he had left in his driveway.
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Ms. Johanna A. Gotay
To Wed R. Christopher Hild
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Hild of

Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their son, Robert Chris-
topher C. Hild, to Ms. Johanna
Angieolina Gotay, the daughter of
Jose Gotay of Clifton, Va. and Ms.
Bernice Gotay of Vienna, Va.

The bride-to-be is a 2005 gradu-
ate of Centreville High School in
Clifton, Va. and a 2009 graduate of
George Mason University in
Fairfax, Va. with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in History. She currently is
completing a master’s degree in
public policy at George Mason
University in Arlington, Va. Ms.
Gotay is employed by the federal
government.

The future bridegroom is a 2005
graduate of Westfield High School
and a 2009 graduate of George Ma-
son University in Fairfax, Va. with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Adminis-
tration of Justice and a minor in
Spanish. He was employed by the
U.S. Department of Justice in San
Francisco, Calif. from 2009 to 2011.
In May 2011, Mr. Hild was accepted
into George Mason University’s
Criminology, Law and Society de-
partment and offered a graduate as-
sistantship to complete his Ph.D. in
Criminology, Law and Society.

The wedding is planned for July
2012 at the Officers’ Club at Fort
Belvoir, Va.

Christopher Annese and Ms. Caitlin Patricia Slack

Ms. Caitlin Patricia Slack
To Wed Christopher Annese
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Slack of Bask-

ing Ridge have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms. Caitlin
Patricia Slack of Far Hills, to Christo-
pher Annese of Westfield, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dennis Annese of Westfield.

The bride-to-be is a 2002 gradu-
ate of Ridge High School in Basking
Ridge. She earned a Bachelor of
Science Education degree in Spe-
cial Education from Kutztown Uni-
versity in Kutztown, Pa. in 2006. In
2008 she earned a Masters of Edu-
cation degree in Teaching and Learn-
ing from Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. She
is a middle school special-education
teacher in Bernards Township.

The future bridegroom is a 2002
graduate of Westfield High School.
He also is a 2005 graduate of Curry
College in Milton, Mass., where he

earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communications, TV and Radio.
He is the owner of Curl Films, lo-
cated in Westfield.

A July 2012 wedding is planned
in Warren Township.

Library Friends Request
Donations For Book Sale

FANWOOD – The Friends of the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
sponsor its 25th annual book sale later
this month. All proceeds will benefit
the library and its patrons.

Organizers are asking area residents
for donations of used books, books-
on-CD, CDs and DVDs for the sale.
Donations need to be in clean, sale-
able condition. All varieties of current
fiction, relevant non-fiction, cook-
books, gardening books, books on
sports and children’s books in hard-
cover and paperback are welcome.

The Friends cannot accept textbooks,
encyclopedias, condensed books,
magazines, toys, games, puzzles or
audio/video cassette tapes. All contri-
butions are tax-deductible. Tax receipts
will be provided upon request.

Donations will be accepted at the
Forest Road Park building in
Fanwood, located at the end of Forest
Road one block north of Midway
Avenue, on the following dates: Sep-
tember 15, 16 and 17, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.; September 19 and 20, 1 to 7
p.m., and September 21 from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. No donations will be ac-

cepted on Sunday, September 18.
The sale also will take place at

Forest Road Park. The Friends’ Pre-
view Night, on Thursday, September
22, from 3 to 7 p.m., will be exclu-
sively for Friends of the Fanwood
and Scotch Plains Libraries; no deal-
ers or scanners will be permitted.
Dealers will be welcome when the
sale is opened to the public. Patrons
may purchase Friends memberships
at the door.

The sale will be open to the public
and book dealers on Friday, Septem-
ber 23, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Satur-
day, September 24, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and Sunday, September 25, from noon
to 4 p.m. On Sunday, items will be $5
per bag all day. The Friends group
will provide the bags.

For more information or to volun-
teer, e-mail Nancy or Thena at
fanwoodbooks@gmail.com or call
Nancy at (908) 322-6559. The li-
brary website, fanwoodlibrary.org,
also has book sale information avail-
able on the Friends’ link, or individu-
als may call the Fanwood Memorial
Library at (908) 322-6400.

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents the 5th annual

INFO OR RSVP: 908-654-5200

DOG SHOW & CONTEST

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24th

11:00 AM

All proceeds donated to the Humane Society

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

To enter your dog, call or stop by.
Register by Sept. 21. Registration fee: $5.00

Prizes
for Top Dogs!

Treats
for all dogs!

  

   

Call Stephanie at 908-598-5529 
Visit us at www.sageeldercare.org 

 

 

 Daily calendar of social &            
stimulating activities that                   
accommodate a range of               
interests and abilities  

Professional, consistent staff 
including full time social workers 
and nurses 

Modern, upscale environment  

On-site rehabilitation  

Beauty Salon/Barber Shop 

Tai Chi, daily exercise, and stroll 
program 

Transportation available 

Medicaid & VA Benefit accepted 

Specialists in dementia care 

290 Broad Street Summit, NJ 07901 

Est. 1975 

Spend-A-Day Senior Prom 

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

   ED  DELLA  FERA
          SHUTTERS  +  SHADES  +  BLINDS  +  VERTICALS

            WOVEN WOODS  +  DRAPERY INSTALLATIONS

                              Professional Sales, Measuring & Installation

                                      Over 25 Years Experience

  Phone:  732.503.3316   |  Fax:  1.866.216.5677  |  edellafera@gmail.com

Quality • Integrity • Reliability

Landscape Design,

Construction & Maintenance

Brick Paver Maintenance:

Cleaning, Jointing & Sealing

908-232-0249 • Westfield, NJ

Snow Plowing, Snow Blowing,

Shoveling, Ice Control

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.incelandscape.com

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Goods & Services You Need email PDF Ad to

sales@goleader.com

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

  

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275

Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

Manhattan Lyric Opera
Due at Westfield Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present an
evening with the Man-
hattan Lyric Opera Com-
pany on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 21, at 7 p.m. The
library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

Founded in 1998 by
opera singer and Artistic
Director Anne Tormela,
the Manhattan Lyric Op-
era Company is devoted
to presenting elegant, con-
cise, user-friendly staged
and concert versions of
the classic operas, oper-
ettas and Broadway works. A native
New Yorker, Ms. Tormela specializes
in bel canto, operatic and early-mu-
sic style.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and

MURAL cardholders.
MURAL cardholders be-
long to libraries that are
part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agree-
ment Libraries. To see if a
library participates, check
the Westfield Library
website, wmlnj.org. To reg-
ister for the program, visit
wmlnj.org and click on the
Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension
no. 7951.

The library is open from
9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through
Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday
and Saturday, and will reopen on Sun-
days from 1 to 5 p.m. on September 18.

Anne Tormela

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Ms. Johanna A. Gotay and R. Christopher C. Hild

Legion Plans Trip
To AC on Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – American Le-
gion Post No. 209 will sponsor a bus trip
to the Hilton Casino in Atlantic City this
Sunday, September 18. The cost is $25
per person ($15 is for use in the casino).

The bus will depart from the Scotch
Plains Library parking lot, located at
1927 Bartle Avenue, at 9 a.m., arriving in
Atlantic City at approximately 11 a.m.
The bus will leave the casino at 5 p.m.,
returning to Scotch Plains at 7 p.m.

For reservations and payment details,
call American Legion Post No. 209 at
(908) 322-9845.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries –
John J. Kontra, 74, Company President;
Was Active Parishioner and Giants Fan
John J. Kontra, 74, of Mountainside

passed away peacefully on Sunday,
September 4, 2011, at Morristown
Memorial Hospital surrounded by his
loving family.

Mr. Kontra was born
in Stamford, Conn. and
moved to New Jersey
when he was a child.
He graduated from
Roselle Park High
School in 1954, later
lived in Clark, and re-
sided in Mountainside
for the last 40 years.

John received a de-
gree in mechanical en-
gineering from New-
ark College of Engi-
neering, now NJIT.
Upon completion of
college he went to work at United Die
Company in Kearny, at the company
his father founded. He later became
president and continued in that ca-
pacity until the time of his death.

His professional associations in-
cluded New Jersey Tooling and Ma-
chining Association, National Tool
and Die Manufacturing Association,
American Tube Association (ATA),
Fabricators and Manufacturers As-
sociation International, and the Ce-
mented Carbide Producers Associa-
tion (CCPA). He held a 50-plus-year
membership in the New Jersey Busi-
ness and Industry Association
(NJBIA) and was elected to the Cham-
ber of Commerce of the United States
of America in 1979.

In 2009, John received the Cardi-
nal Newman Award from Oratory
Preparatory School for the ongoing
stewardship of both he and his wife,
presented at Oratory’s annual gala.

He also was active in the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside, participating in the
weekly “Bagel Brigade” social gath-
ering.

John’s avocations in-
cluded history, classi-
cal music and sports.
His sporting passion
ranged from Little
League with his chil-
dren and grandchil-
dren, to the ongoing
Roselle-Roselle Park
rivalry, to his great love
of the Giants. He was a
former Mountainside
Youth Baseball (MYB)
manager and League
Vice-President. His
Giants events were one

of his trademarks; busloads of friends
and business associates enjoyed his
hospitality as well as his enthusiasm
for all things Giants.

His wife, Patricia, and son, Michael,
predeceased him. He will be deeply
missed by both his sons, James and his
wife, Diane, and Rick and his wife,
Christy, along with his sister, Marion
Martin, and his three cherished grand-
sons, John, Andrew and Jake.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Saturday, September 10, at
the Our Lady of Lourdes Church.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the Michael Kontra Scholar-
ship Fund, Oratory Prep School, 1
Beverly Road, Summit, N.J. 07901.

September 15, 2011

Arthur J. Palmer, 87, Mech. Engineer;
Has Street Named For Him In France

Arthur J. Palmer, 87, of Amherst,
N.H. died peacefully on Tuesday,
August 30, 2011, at the Community
Hospice House in Merrimack, N.H.

Art was born in New York City on
July 26, 1924 to Swedish immigrants
Charlotte (Carlson) and Charles J.
Palmer. He was valedictorian of the
Stuyvesant High School Class of
1941. During World War II he served
in the Army Air Corps as a P-47
Thunderbolt pilot and was shot down
while flying a mission in the Haute-
Saône region of France. Local farm-
ers and members of the resistance
removed him from his plane, cared
for him and hid him until he could
rejoin his squadron. He returned to
France in 2002 and was reunited with
nearly everyone who aided in his
rescue. In 2010, a street in La Résie-
Saint-Martin was named in his honor.

Art graduated from the New York
University School of Engineering in
1949 and also studied at the M.I.T.
Center for Advanced Engineering.
He was a member of Pi Tau Sigma,
the International Mechanical Engi-
neering Honor Society. For 35 years
he was employed as a mechanical
engineer at Esso/Exxon Research and
Engineering, specializing in piping
and LNG tank design. Prior to mov-
ing to Amherst five years ago, he
resided with his wife, Kay, in
Westfield, N.J. for 53 years.

An avid traveler, he had visited all
50 states and every continent except

Antarctica. Art enjoyed golf and
learned to ski at Mount Sunapee in
1967. Reading, watching the Red Sox
and attending Forever Fit classes at
Hampshire Hills were some of his
favorite activities.

He will be greatly missed by his
wide circle of friends and his loving
family, his daughter and son-in-law,
Katherine and Craig Richardson of
Amherst, N.H.; son and daughter-in-
law, John Palmer and Martha Fischer
of Niwot, Colo.; granddaughters,
Sarah and Emily Richardson; grand-
son, Evan Palmer; brother, Len
Palmer of Cranford, N.J.; sister and
brother-in-law, Lee and Al Acker of
Merrick, N.Y.; brother and sister-in-
law, Ed and Marion Palmer of
Montvale, N.J., and numerous nieces,
nephews and cousins. He was prede-
ceased by his wife of 59 years,
Katherine P. Palmer, and his daugh-
ter, Nancy L. Palmer.

A memorial service and celebra-
tion of his life will be held on Satur-
day, September 17, at 1 p.m. at the
Messiah Lutheran Church, 303 Route
101, Amherst, N.H. His ashes will be
interred in the church’s memorial
garden.

Donations in his memory may be
made to Messiah Lutheran Church,
where he was an active member, or to
the Community Hospice House in
Merrimack, N.H.
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Myrtle Makohon, Real Estate Agent;
Assisted Immigrants From Ukraine

Myrtle Makohon (née Uhrynuik)
passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
September 6, 2011.

Myrtle was born in 1918 to Dmitri
and Eugenia Uhrynuik in Vita,
Manitoba, Canada, and grew up in
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Myrtle married
the late Michael Makohon in 1950.
They raised their three daughters in
Buffalo, N.Y., where Myrtle was a real
estate agent. She was very active in the
Historical Society of Buffalo, St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church
and her neighborhood Garden Club.

The Makohons provided support
and cared for many people displaced
from the Ukraine who settled in Buf-
falo. After retirement, Myrtle was a
longtime resident of Westfield, N.J.,
where she lived with her family.
Myrtle was an excellent baker and
cook. She enjoyed sewing, quilting,
knitting, gardening and decorating.

She led a very active life until her
death.

Mrs. Makohon is survived by her
sister, Helen Symchych of Minne-
apolis, Minn., and her daughters and
sons-in-law, Andrea and John Woods
and Helen Makohon and Richard
Dreizen, all of Westfield, N.J. She
also is survived by six grandchildren,
Michael Woods, Timothy Woods,
Nicholas Lesem, Alexander Lesem,
Charlotte Dreizen and Hal Makohon.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, September 10, 2011, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield. In
lieu of flowers, donations can be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home of Westfield.
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John J. Kontra Eric Wisler, 54, Beloved Family Man;
Was Former Partner In Law Firm

Eric Wisler, 54, of Westfield, N.J.
returned to God on Tuesday, August
23, 2011, after a long, courageous
battle with cancer.

Eric was a former partner at
DeCotiis, Fitzpatrick & Cole, where
he practiced law. He was a beloved
husband, father, brother, son and
friend, and will be missed by all who
truly knew him. Unquestioning
friends and associates were in his
heart until his end.

He is survived by Merry, his wife
of 27 years; his daughters, Ayn, 22,
and Corey Beth, 20; his sister, Joanne,

and brother-in-law, Ron Ruta, and
his mother, Florence.

Eric asked that donations be made
in his name to a favorite charity, to the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, to St. Hubert’s Animal
Welfare Center or to the Overlook
Foundation/Oncology Department.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, August 26, at the First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield. Ar-
rangements were by Menorah Chap-
els at Millburn, 2950 Vaux Hall Road,
Union, N.J.
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Susan Wood Ponce, Westfield Resident;
Had Studied Sculpture at Pratt Institute
Susan Wood Ponce of Westfield,

N.J. passed away on Friday, Septem-
ber 9, 2011, surrounded by the love
of her family and friends.

Born on June 7, 1952 in Chicago,
Ill., she was the daughter of the late
David P. Wood, Jr. and Anne Nichols
Wood. She was the oldest of five
siblings.

Susan lived a rich and full life. She
graduated from New Trier High
School in Winnetka, Ill. and Pratt
Institute in Brooklyn, N.Y., where
she studied sculpture. She lived in
New York City for many years and
worked at Home Box Office. On Feb-
ruary 27, 1988 she married Lucius
Cain Ponce, Jr. Susan was fortunate
to be at home to raise her children for

20 years in Westfield.
Susan is survived by her husband,

Lou, and their children, James,
Katherine and Elizabeth; her daugh-
ter-in-law, Sasa; her granddaughter,
Maya; her mother, Anne, of Miami,
Fla.; her sisters, Priscilla, Emily and
Jennifer, and her brother, David.

A memorial gathering will be held
on Saturday, September 17, 2011,
from 2 to 4 p.m. at Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey, 68 Elm Street, Sum-
mit, N.J. 07901; (908) 273-9121, e-
mail: info@artcenternj.org.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to Good Grief, 38 Elm Street,
Morristown, N.J. 07960; (908) 522-
1999, e-mail: info@good-grief.org.
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Jews Clues to Feature
‘Celebration Series’

FANWOOD – This year, Temple
Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains will
offer a new twist on its popular Jews
Clues program. The new “Celebration
Series,” designed for children ages 2
to 4 with a caregiver, will explore
holidays, stories and traditions through
play, music, arts and crafts.

The first of this series, “High Holy
Days,” will take place on Sunday,
September 25. Sessions will take
place several Sunday mornings this
year at Union Catholic High School
in Scotch Plains. The cost is $15 per
session or $50 for the full series for
non-members.

“When the families arrive each
morning, they go on a hunt for the
three ‘Jews clues’ hidden around the
room,” explained Director of Educa-
tion Michelle Shapiro Abraham.
“When they find the clues, they fig-
ure out together what Jewish holiday
they are learning about that day.”

After participating in this first class,
families will take home a special kid-
friendly wall calendar so that they
can celebrate together all year long.
All families are welcome to partici-
pate in this program. Temple mem-
bership or any previous knowledge
of Judaism is not required.

To register or for more information
about Temple Sholom’s worship and
programs for young families, visit
sholomnj.org or call (908) 889-4900.

‘Pray and Play’ Set
Saturday at Temple

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites fami-
lies with children ages 4 and under to
a Shabbat Pray and Play this Satur-
day, September 17, featuring music,
maracas, puppets and parachutes.

The monthly, 30-minute interac-
tive service, led by Student Cantor
Vicky Glikin, will begin at 10 a.m.
and will be followed by a free bagel
brunch in the playroom. Older sib-
lings are welcome.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. The chapel is
around the corner off Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian marked
Temple Sholom. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Nature Club Schedules
Two Upcoming Activities

AREA – Members of the com-
munity are invited to join the
Greater Watchung Nature Club on
Saturday, September 24, for a field
trip to Sandy Hook to look for
migrants, raptors and shorebirds.

Interested persons are asked to
meet at 8:45 a.m. To get to the
meeting area, take the Garden State
Parkway to Exit 117 and go on
Route 36 south for 13 miles to the
entrance to Sandy Hook – Gateway
National Recreation Area. Continue
north 2.5 miles, passing the Ranger
Station (the only building in the
center island of the road.) After
another 1.2 miles, bear left along
the bay (west side) as Atlantic Drive
forks right on the east side heading
to the beaches. Continue north on
Hartshorne Drive for another 0.8
miles, bearing right at the fork. Turn
left into Parking Lot M (Guardian
Park.) Participants should bring a
lunch and beverages.

On Tuesday, October 4, at 7:30 p.m.,
Stephanie Punnett will present a pro-
gram entitled “Mammals – The Natu-
ral History of Everyone’s Favorites.” It
will take place at the courthouse of the
Mountainside Municipal Building, lo-
cated on New Providence Road at the
intersection of Route 22, East. Ms.
Punnett will provide facts, fiction and

legends about New Jersey mammals.
The Greater Watchung Nature

Club is dedicated to promoting fel-
lowship among those who share an
appreciation of the natural world.
Annual dues are $12 for an indi-
vidual, $17 for a couple/family and
$4 for students. The public is wel-
come to attend all club programs
and trips. To view the club’s new
website, visit greater-watchung-
nature-club.org/.

La Leche Announces
Fall Meeting Series

WESTFIELD – La Leche League
of Westfield has announced its fall
meeting series. From September
through December, meetings will be
held on the second Thursday of each
month at 10 a.m. in Scotch Plains and
on the fourth Wednesday at 7 p.m. in
Berkeley Heights. Babies and chil-
dren are welcome.

La Leche League is an international,
non-profit, non-sectarian organization
dedicated to providing support, en-
couragement, information and educa-
tion to women who want to breastfeed.
For more information about La Leche
League, visit lllusa.org/web/
WestfieldNJ.html. Anyone with ques-
tions or seeking meeting locations may
e-mail a La Leche League leader at
lllwestfield@gmail.com.

Wesley Alumni Plan
‘Frankie V.’ Benefit

DOVER, Del. – Wesley College
alumni have organized a fundraiser
to help memorialize Westfield resi-
dent Frank Vasfailo, III, a member of
the Class of ’95, who was killed in a
car crash in April 2010.

The inaugural “Frankie V. Day at
the Track” will take place from noon
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, September 25,
at Monmouth Park Race Track in
Oceanport, N.J. The cost is $75 for
adults and $15 for children under 12,
which includes a picnic lunch and
admission to the track.

Seventy percent of every ticket sold
will be directed to the Frank Vasfailo,
III Memorial Scholarship to provide
financial assistance to worthy Wesley
College students. Tickets can be re-
served at weare.wesley.edu/events.

For those unable to attend the event
but who wish to support the cause,
gifts can be made online at
weare.wesley.edu/onlinegiving by
selecting Frank Vasfailo III Memo-
rial Scholarship as the designation.
Wesley College is a United Method-
ist institution of higher education lo-
cated in Dover, Del.

For more information, visit
wesley.edu or contact Leigh Ann
Coleman at
leighann.coleman@wesley.edu or
(302) 736-2315.

William T. Waddington, 83, Veteran;
Was Electrical Engineer and Inventor

William T. Waddington, 83, of
Edison died on Sunday, September
11, 2011, at Ocean Medical Center in
Brick.

Born in Elizabeth, he was raised in
Roselle and lived in Fanwood before
moving to Edison 32 years ago.

Mr. Waddington was a graduate of
Abraham Clark High School in
Roselle. He received his bachelor’s
degree from Rutgers and his master’s
from Newark College of Engineer-
ing. He also was a veteran of the U.S.
Army, having served in occupied
Europe after World War II.

He was employed as an electrical
engineer with General Electric, Gen-
eral Motors, Thomas & Betts and
Buchanan Electrical before retiring
from Amerace Industrial Electrical
Products. He also was an accom-
plished inventor, with numerous pat-
ents for products used in the electri-
cal and construction industries.

He was a longtime member of the
All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Scotch Plains, where he served as
treasurer, member of the vestry and
was active on the building and
grounds committee.

Bill enjoyed fishing, golfing and
playing cards with his lifelong friends
from high school.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Lila S. Waddington, who died in 2010.

Surviving are two daughters, Linda
W. Andrews (and her husband, Gor-
don) and Carol W. Buckner (and her
husband, Murray); his son, William
B. Waddington (and his wife, Kim);
his brother, Robert (and his wife,
Gwen), and six grandchildren, Chris-
topher, Michael, Robert, Stephen,
Emily and Katherine.

Services will be held at 11 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, September 16, at
All Saints’ Episcopal Church. Cre-
mation will be private. Visitation
will be from 4 to 6 p.m. today, Thurs-
day, September 15, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to All Saints’ Episcopal Church,
559 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076 or to a favorite charity.

For additional information or to
sign the online guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Benefit Golf Outing
To Honor Mr. Kraus
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
will hold its First Annual Robert H.
Kraus Memorial Golf Outing to ben-
efit the Robert H. Kraus Memorial
Scholarship.

The event will take place on Mon-
day, October 3, beginning at 11:15
a.m. at the Shackamaxon Golf and
Country Club in Scotch Plains. Mr.
Kraus was a longtime Rotarian and
respected member of the community.

Individuals may participate in the
golf outing or join other attendees for
cocktails and dinner that evening.
Anyone wishing to attend is asked to
contact a Rotary member or e-mail
ldfl@comcast.net for further infor-
mation.

HMN Chapter Plans
Meeting For Sept. 20
GARWOOD – The Union County

Chapter of Holistic Moms Network
(HMN) will meet on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 20, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at St.
Paul’s United Church of Christ, lo-
cated at 213 Center Street in Garwood.

Local raw chef, business owner
and mother, Zoe Vaklinova, will dis-
cuss how to improve nutrition and
health by eating raw. She also will
share some vegan and gluten-free
recipes. For more information about
her, visit zoevblog.com.

If interested in attending this meet-
ing or finding out more about the
Union County chapter of HMN, e-
mail co-leader Amy at
unioncountyholisticmoms@gmail.com.
Individuals also may visit
holisticmoms.org.

District President to Attend
VFW Auxiliary Meeting

GARWOOD – The next monthly
meeting of Bayleaf Leonard J. Sand-
ers Memorial Post 6807 Ladies Aux-
iliary Veterans of Foreign Wars will
be held on Tuesday, September 20,
at 1 p.m. It will take place in the
Post Home at 221 South Avenue in
Garwood. All officers and mem-
bers are encouraged to attend.

Paula Ann Wojtczak, 5th District
Ladies Auxiliary VFW president,
will make her official visit to the
Auxiliary of Post 6807 at that meet-
ing. Kathy Dorkoski and Madeline
Pevarnik will serve refreshments.

The Auxiliary received citations
from the Department of New Jersey
at the Wildwood Convention on
June 15 for participation in Com-
munity Service and also for Appre-
ciation for Contributions to the
Cancer Aid and Research Fund.

Members of the Auxiliary and the
Auxiliary itself received certificates
for writing and sending Christmas
greetings to United States troops
through the military mail for
“Friends of Our Troops.” Each mem-
ber wrote at least 25 greetings. The
members are as follows: Lucille
Bonfanti, Lena Cummings, Kathy
Dorkoski, Rose Morgan and

Catherine Madara. Several other
members also took part in the project
and several participants received
notes from the troops thanking them
for their support. Additionally, Aux-
iliary members participated in the
10-year remembrances of 9/11.

Auxiliary President Catherine
Madara will host the group’s Garage
Sale on Saturday, September 24 (the
rain date is Sunday, September 25).
Items may be brought to her home at
205 Willow Avenue in Garwood.
She also needs volunteers to help.

Proceeds from the sale will be
donated to the Auxiliary’s Cancer
Aid and Research Fund. The Auxil-
iary is selling pins for Cancer Aid
and Research, Deborah Hospital
Foundation and State Department
President Cecelia Watkins’ Special
Project and the Department
Commander’s Special Project. Pins
are $3 each and will be offered at
the garage sale.

George Hamrah, Jr., 68, Entrepreneur;
Dedicated to Cape Cod Community Life
George J. Hamrah, Jr., 68, of

Marstons Mills, Mass. died suddenly
on Tuesday, September 6, at Cape
Cod Hospital.

Born in 1943 in Plainfield, N.J.,
the first son of George and Helen
Hamrah, he grew up in Westfield,
graduating from Westfield High
School in 1961. He graduated from
The College of Wooster in 1965 and
began a long and varied career as an
entrepreneur in the fields of textiles,
real estate, computers and jewelry.

He was dedicated to both the pro-
motion of the independent business
community on Cape Cod and the
sustainability of its natural beauty
and cultural life. He loved to garden
at his residence and was particularly
fond of roses.

He was the husband of Jane Lian

for 33 years and the brother of Gary
Hamrah of Cornelius, N.C. and
Denise Hamrah Yatrakis of Scotch
Plains, N.J. He leaves behind two
sons, George Newton Hamrah of
Orlando, Fla. and Michael Lian
Hamrah of Brooklyn, N.Y.; a daugh-
ter, Julie Hamrah Johnson of
Kinderhook, N.Y., and his two grand-
children, Felix and Phoebe Johnson.

A service of remembrance was held
on Friday, September 9, at Doane,
Beal & Ames Funeral Home in
Hyannis, Mass. Memorial donations
may be made to Mass Audubon, 208
South Great Road, Lincoln, MA
01773 and the Cape Cod Symphony
Orchestra, 712A Main Street,
Yarmouthport, MA 02675.
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Temple Fundraiser
On Tap This Sunday
FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of

Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites mem-
bers of the community to help sup-
port the synagogue by visiting Double
Dipper this Sunday, September 18.

Rabbi Joel Abraham and President
Susan Sedwin will be behind the
counter from 3 to 5 p.m. creating
treats during this once-a-year temple
fundraiser and social event. Ice cream
cakes and pies also will be available
to take home. A portion of all sales
will benefit Temple Sholom.

The Double Dipper is located at 39
South Martine Avenue in Fanwood.
For more information, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.
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SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving children 
Full day Pre-K                in grades             Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten              Pre-K – 8th            Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

    
                   
     
         
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
                                                                                                
                                                                                     
            
 
 
 
 
 

Classes held Monday evenings at Westfield High School & on 
other days at other locations. 
Classes start all through the semester 
For teens through seniors and all ages in-between 

Learn Something New! 
Take a Class for 1,2,3… up to 8 Weeks 
Fall Semester Starts September 26th 

Register online with credit card and see classes on our website at  www.westfieldadultschool.com  
Look for our print catalog in the mail or find catalogs in your library, train station, doctor’s office and local 
businesses for mail registration. You can also register in person at Westfield High School on Monday evenings 
during the semester. Questions? Call 908-232-4050 
 

New classes this semester include: 
� Photoshop & Website Creation 
� Glassblowing, Mixed Media, Money Art 
� Biscotti Making, Chocolate Tasting 
� Combat Fitness & Ballet Sculpt 
� Appeal Your Real Estate Taxes 
� Dog Training 
� Gospel Singing 

And as always: 
� Fun & Games, Trips, Travelogues 
� Computers & Photography 
� Arts, Crafts, Languages, ESL & Hobbies 
� Cooking, Cuisines & Health 
� Fitness, Sports, Health & Dance 
� Home & Garden, Personal Growth 
� Sat Prep & Driver’s Ed 

Honor Roll
Westfield High School

2010-11 School Year — 4th Marking Period

Westfield High School Principal,
Peter Renwick, announces the fourth
marking period honor roll for the
2010-2011 school year. Westfield
High School recognizes student
achievement every marking period at
two levels: Honor Roll and Distin-
guished Honor Roll. Determination
of inclusion on the Honor Roll is
based on the following criteria: For
the Distinguished Honor Roll, the
GPA must be between 3.75 and 4.0
with no grade lower than a B. For the
Honor Roll, the GPA must be be-
tween 3.5 and 3.74 with no grade
lower than a B.

9th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Kaitlin Abrams, William Allen,
Elena Arida, Grace Aronds, Jane
Aronds, Nora Aronds, Caroline
Baldwin, Alexander Beals, Zachary
Birkenthal, Gabrielle Bleich, Kathleen
Bond, Natalie Brennan, Catherine
Bruno, Gabrielle Buckman, Andrew
Capuano, Andrew Castellone, Estelle
Cervantes, Philip Chapel, Douglas
Clarkson, Abigail Cook, Sarah Cronin,
Kelly Culnan, Tyler Debbie, Jennifer
Decandia, Olivia Dembiec, Alexa
Derman, Leia Descalzi, Nicole Devitt,
Allison Diamond, Jackson Dumont,
Benjamin Eisenberg, Vikranth
Eleswarapu, Catherine Eliades, Jared
Ellner, Michael Esler, Rachel Fan,
Cynthia Faris, Christine Ferraro, Erica
Fischer, Shea Fitzpatrick, Jack Foley,
Mara Friedman, Nicholas Gabuzda,
Evan Garfinkel, Edwin Gee, Mark
Gillespie, Geneva Gleason, Rachel
Golding, Elizabeth Gonzalez, David
Gruskin, Samantha Gruskin, Melanie
Grycan, Oona Harrigan, Austin Hatch,
Kristin Hauge, Justin Hertzberg,
Dalton Herzog, Sara Hoerrner, Rachel
Holtzman, Dane Huber, Belle
Hutchins, Ian Hutchinson, Matthew
Jenkins, Sadie Jezierski, Jake Kaplan,
Jake Katz, Madeline Katz, Helen
Forrest Keating, Jack Kessler, Rebecca
Kiefer, Caroline King, Alicia Kohl,
Michelle Kostyack, Suzanna
Kozlowski, Rebecca Kraus, Rebecca
Kreutzer, Daniel Kuhn, David
Kushner, Anna Labrozzi, Mate
Landeka, Mark Lazzarotti, Matthew
Lazzarotti, Lyndsay Lee, Lucia Liu,
Marc Luino, Matthew Luppino,
Magda Magierski, Victor Magierski,
Shannon Malley, Conor Martinson,
Emily Mastrocola, Kelly
MazzuccoElizabeth Mc Cabe, Luke
Mc Grory, Sarah Mc Intyre, Christo-
pher Mcglynn, Nicholas Mennona,
Stephanie Milan, Christina Mosco,
Charles Mulrooney, William
Murtishaw, Daniel Myers, Julia
Napolitano, Elisabeth Neylan, Lauren
Nogan, Matthew Nuzzo, Joseph
Ohaus, Alexandra Palatucci, Madeline
Pfeifer, Megan Pinna, Francis Pinney,
Thomas Pyle, Kristin Ragoza, Mary
Rippe, Calvin Robertshaw, Deirdre
Romer, Jill Rosenfeld, Amanda Santos,
Joseph Santry, Jonathan
Savorgiannakis, Olivia Schiffer,
Lauren Schmeider, Amanda Schwarz,
Lydia Anne Seaman, Conor Sheridan,
Sophia Shiffman, Eric Shor, Emily
Sickles, Andreia Silva, Emily
Simpson, Samuel Sokolin, Allison
Sprung, Andrew Stern, Noah Stiles,
Andrew Stockwell, Gabrielle
Stravach, Sean Tracey, Sebastien Trott,
Dara Tucker, Sabrina Vanness, John
Venezia, Isabella Vergara, Kristen
Villane, Jose Vricella-Stokes, Yixue
Wang, Jacob Wasserman, Fraser Weist,
Michaela Winberg, Francis Wong,
Shawn Wu, Jingyan Xiao, Tiffany
Youssef, Peter Zecca

Honor Roll
Tristen Abaya, Ashley Abbott,

Christopher Aslanian, Aram
Barmakian, William Bennett,
Alexandra Berry, Julia Bieber, Nicolas
Carayannopoulos, Nicole Carpetto,
Caroline Caruso, James Castaldo,
Anna Centrella, Ida Chen, Sandy
Guerim Choi, Michael Darchi, Chris-
topher Dattilo, Patrick Decker, Brad-
ley Demartino, Nicole Deroux, Erica
Di Bella, Andersen Eckert, Philip
Edwards, Brandon Egert, Julianna
Federico, Amanda Fischer, Ethan
Frisch, Alexander Gold, Sophia
Goldschmidt, Gregory Golikov,
Michael Hughes, Alexander Kay,
Michelle Kim, Nicholas Koch,
Danielle Lamchek, Bernadette
Latimer, Matthew Latowsky, Brendan
Law, Christopher Lazzarotti, Andrew
Lehmberg, Bryon Lessner, Carly
Levine, Alex Loffredo, Emma
Lorenzo, Charlie Lu, Hannah
Mackenzie, Agatha Magierski, Mor-

gan Maloney, Brian Mandel, Mary
Grace Mc Donald, Allison Mcbrearty,
Brittany Mccarthy, Hannah Moloshok,
Nora Moriarty, Alexandra Mossawir,
Brianna Parkinson, John Peloso,
Natasha Peregrim, Elizabeth Ponce,
Thomas Randazzo, Pearl Reyes,
Michael Roggenburg, Kimberly Roth,
Sarah Russo, Daniel Sanders, Sarah
Sarkos, Daniel Savickas, James
Schiano, Benjamin Schuman, Chase
Skibitsky, Matthew Smoot, Anna
Tanji, Scott Wiesinger, Morgann
Wilcox

10th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Jennifer Amador, Megan Ariola,
Michael Aronson, John Birnie, Lucas
Bizzaro, Chloe Bryen, Lilian Burtness,
Madelyn Cannone, Colleen Caprario,
Robert Cassie, Julia Ceasrine, Andres
Chang, Bjorn Charlery, Jessica
Ciampa, Jonathan Clancy, Meghan
Clifford, Mary Cornwell, Samuel
Cravo, David Cui, Elizabeth Cusick,
Erica Davis, Giana Di Giorgio, Ashley
Dietz, Andrew Dougert, Daniel
Dougherty, Lisa Federico, Christo-
pher Fischer, Austin Fishman, Erin
Fitzpatrick, Meaghan Fleck, Sarah
Freer, Angela Gallagher, Colleen
Gallagher, Daniel Gallagher, Marisa
Garrity, Matthew Gates, Ashley
Gerckens, Emily Greenberg, Caroline
Greenspan, Christina Gulla, Edmund
Han, Matthew Haner, Rebecca Har-
ris, Allison Hecht, Madison Heffron,
Maura Heinbokel, Jake Heroux,
Rachel Hertzberg, Timothy Huber,
Nadia Ibrahim, Aditi Jain, Pengju Jin,
Alexandra Kapadia, Jessica Kenny,
Zoe Korunow, Alexander Laitamaki,
Caitlin Lawrie, Adam Lupicki,
Emma Lysek, Jennifer Mandelblatt,
Jeffrey Marino, Joanna Mc Cormack,
Tyler Melofchik, Eric Mikalauskas,
Nicole Miller, Olivia Mobarakai, Lea
Moise Kleinman, Gregory Morano,
Megan Mulrooney, Veronica
Murphy, Michaela Nies, Joshua
Norton, Eric Oberman, Lydia
Oquendo, Hannah Painter, Sun Park,
Elana Pascoguin, Scott Pass, Juliana
Pastuzyn, Chelsea Peterson, Tara
Reardon, Kendall Reid, Elinor
Reinhardt, Katie Rembisz, Brett
Ripperger, Samantha Rohwetter, Sam
Russak, Kyra Sagal, Benjamin
Schwartz, Sarah Seitz, Melissa
Shendell, Reilly Shiarella, Alison
Simon, Anna Simon, Isabelle
Smelkinson, Henry Smith, Elisabeth
Sulmont, Emily Suriano, Connor
Swingle, Emma Tabachnick, Annalyn
Tanella, Austen Thien, Scott Thomp-
son, Alexandra Tinfow, Katherine
Towers, Michaela Tropeano, Kristin
Troutman, Natalie Tupper, Kelly
Vasel, Jimmy Yang, Alex Ying, Reece
Zakarin, Rebecca Zhang, Brian
Zilberberg, Nicole Zimmermann

Honor Roll
Oria Alexander, Delia Annitsakis,

Corinne Barrow, Sophia Barry, Sofia
Beneroff, Alexander Breakstone,
Henry Brown, Owen Browne, Justin
Cafiero, Kathryn Capodanno, Daniel
Cetlin, Cassandra Clark, Jason
Colasanti, Kathryn Contini, Zachary
DeFelice, Liam Devin, Samuel
Eliades, Peter Fagan, Caroline
Frankola, Mark Frega, Andrew
Fromm, Kevin Galasso, Brittany
Gould, Nicholas Grawehr, Jacob
Greenberg, Adam Greene, Brenton
Harries, Christopher Harris, Sarah
Hearon, Leigh Anne Heinbokel,
Maria Hershey, Christopher Ick,
Molly Jennings, Catherine Kerr,
Sonya Khedr, Hannah Knighton,
Geoffrey Ko, Lauren Koenigsberg,
Evan Komar, Sarah Lampert, Sarah
Leahy, Steven Lee, Daniel Luzzi,
Cassandra Masciale, Zachary Milrod,
Louis Molinari, Jack Mustard, Drew
Palumbo, Jenna Perrotta, John
Peterson, Cara Realmuto, Michael
Reilly, Samantha Rembisz, Lindsay
Ripperger, Robert Romano, Aaron
Rubin, Rohit Saigal, Alexandra
Schwetje, Tara Sciortino, Sian Scott,
Max Shin, Leon Shum, Lilly Sisto,
Amanda Soldati, Thanachai
Srithaninrat, Margaret Tanji, Ryan
Tormey, Natalia Trujillo, Kirsten Von
Der Wroge, Matthew Webb, Courtney

Weisse, Garrett Williamson, Allison
Zale, Brianne Zelko

11th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Edward Allen, Nahea An, Meg
Anderson, Alison Antonelli, Gemma
Antoniewicz, Arjun Asija, Emily
Bailey, Loren Ball, Mia Ballan, Alana
Basil, Zachary Bebel, Michelle S
Behzadpour, Daniel Bigelow, Joy
Binder, Rebecca Bleich, Zachary
Botos, Morgan Bowen, Eleanor
Callinan, Theresa Carlino, Madeline
Chandler, Sarah Chandler, Rachel
Chodor, Robert Ciardullo, Eileen
Cook, Jessica Cronin, Nicole Cruz,
Ella Claire D’Amico, Carley Davis,
Catherine De Masi, Melissa
Decandia, Michael Depaolo, Isabel
Docampo, Amanda Earl, Ryan Elliott,
Samantha Ellner, Brandon Eng,
Nicholas Ertman, Emily Fahey,
Allison Faktor, Andrew Felix, Julia
M Fisher, Rory Fitzpatrick, Katherine
Fox, Kaitlyn Frey, Taylor Friss,
Brittny Gallagher, Geena Gao, Alexa
Geltzeiler, William Geoghegan, An-
drew Goldfarb, Zachary Goldfarb,
Alex Goldschmidt, Kelly Gray, Zoe
Greenburg, Sabrina Greene, Kelsey
Hall, Jacob Harris, Samantha Hindes,
John Hogge, Krysta Huber, Taylor
Ingber, Lindsey Jacobs, Erica Jakub,
Rafaella Jakubovic, Katharine
Jaruzelski, Alexandra Jason, Kaitlyn
Johnson, Patrick Johnson, Michael
Kalimtzis, Kelly Kalis, Jenna
Karnofsky, Lawrence Keating, Yeoun
Chan Kim, Elizabeth Kuehn, Allegra
Larche, Danielle Lipschutz, Tess
Lukowiak, Carolyn Maguire, Maeve
Maloney, Amanda Marcotullio,
Hannah Margolin, Finbar Martinson,
Erika May, Cali Mazzara, Marc
Mazzucco, Nathan Mitchell, Jessica
Morse, Cecelia Mosco, Sarah
Murphy, Thomas O’Neill, Anne
Oldakowski, Olivia Pecora, Audrey
Peterson, Emily Polak, Brian Pol-
lock, Jason Qin, Julia Queller, Sarah
Ramire, Willi Rediker, Jack Rickles,
Joseph Rinaldi, Ilana Rood, Megan
Roth, Alexandra Rubin, Laura
Schmahl, Andrew Schwarz, Charles
Scott, Kayla Seigelstein, Megan
Sheil, Sara Shields, Jessica Sipe,
Rebecca Skowron, Emily Smith, Sari
Solomon, Elizabeth Steller, Nicholas
Sternal, Michael Stravach, Kathleen
Tang, Stephanie Tepper, Leonidas
Tolias, Rebecca Tunis, Alexa Turitz,
Brian Vander Schaaf, Matthew
Varakian, Marisa Watanabe, Caroline
Weber, Hannah Weeks, Jacob
Wegbreit, Matias Werner, Steven
West, Ozan Yucetepe, Nicholas
Zahorodny, Jacob Ziff

Honor Roll
Meghan Bachmann, Sam

Baldwin, Tara Bange, Hannah Bass,
Kelley Biglin, James Birnie,
Victoria Bonsall,  Alexandra
Caggiano, Philip Cara, Kathryn
Caruso, Wilson Cheung, Hsiao-Min
Chiang, Sophia Devita, Sydney
Doskow, Patrick Dyer, Max
Edelsack, Thomas Edwards, Daniel
Fahrenthold, Declan Fitzmaurice,
Dana Friedman, Sarah Friedman,
Laura Gilbertson, Abigail Goldring,
Nick Hering, Henry Hershey, Mat-
thew Huff, Dominik Jedruszczak,
Christopher Jimenez, Ashley
Kattak, John Kirna, Kayla Krasnoo,
Katrina Kudlick, Timothy
Lehmberg, Brandon Levan, Dara
Levy, Maxwell Marchiano, Anna
Margolis, Katherine Marino,
Sydney Metzger, Emily Miller,
Michael Mondon, Victoria Mone,
Amanda Mongiove, Jillian
Mongiove, Lucas Nugent, Richard
O’Connor, Kaycie O’Donnell,
Brendan Oster, Kevin Oster, Keith
Peterson, Gabriella Pirrone, Emma
Polini, Emily Prosuk, Thomas
Ramage, Patrick Reilly, Julia
Rivera, Taylor Robustelli, Madeline
Rosenberg, Erica Russo, Eric
Saunders, Dean Schapow, Nadia
Sharif, Alina Spera, John Stelmach,
Ross Sugarman, Haley Tanella,
Leah Tavasi, Anthony Valles, David
Verchick, Jacob Vergara, Nicholas
Villane, Peter Wanfried, Victoria
Wang, Katherine Yamano,

12th Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Jenelle Abbattista, Victoria
Aloupis, Paige Alvarez, Taylor Ander-
son, Mark Androconis, Madelein
Archambault, Adrian Bizzaro, Joshua
Brafman, Taylor Brand, Jane Braun,
Michael Byrne, Frank Carlone,
Meghan Cleary, Caitlin Coleman,
Tara Culnan, Rebecca Delafuente,
Jeffrey Desorbo, Jennifer Digiorgio,
Brooke Domino, Elizabeth Driscoll,
Wenqi Duan, Olivia Dunham,
Meghan Dunn, Sara Durst, Casey
Federbusch, Anna Fetter, Danielle
Fields, Catherine Filipkowski, Adam
Fischette, Emma Foley, Michael
Foley, Alexandra Frankel, Emma
Franks, Sarah Frantz, Katherine
Frega, Josh Friedman, Elizabeth
Goellner, Gabrielle Gold, Dana
Gottdiener, Rachel Gross, Alyssa
Hatch, Charli Herrington, Evan Rae
Hindes, Kandacia Hossanah, Tracy
Kaplan, Yasemin Karamete, Eliza-
beth Kiefer, Madeline Komar,
Hannah Kronick, Ho Yee (Cynthia)
Lam, Meredith Latimer, John
Lorentzen, Mikhail Maslyuk, Charles
Meyer, Amanda Minken, Madison
Mone, Amelia Morabito, Melissa
Morawski, Alexis Murphy, Charlotte
Murtishaw, Priyanka Nayer, Belinda
Newton, Kadeem Noray, David
Osterman, Charles Pantazis,
Alexander Parkinson, Emma Par-
tridge, Katherine Ponce, Jennifer
Porch, Garrett Pryor, Eric Rackear,
Amy Reich, Bryan Reilly, Shannon
Reilly, Matthew Ritter, Adel Roff,
Jessica Russo, Wyatt Smith, Meghan
Suriano, Gabrielle Tanji, Matthew
Tarantino, Joseph Toresco, Samantha
Waldman, Isabelle Weisman, Madi-
son Weist, Cheryl Wu, Deborah Wu,
Jeffrey Yang, Adam Ziering

Honor Roll
Astrid Adriaens, Amanda Adsit,

John Allen, Nicholas Attanasio, Kylie
Bangs, Rakhee Barai, Michael
Blutfield, Truman Boyes, Juliana
Capuano, Devin Cash, Emily Chan,
Nicholas Chopey, Lauren Corcoran,
Samantha Costello, Gustav
Danielsson, Lauren Darchi, Krista
Embrett, Justin Erickson, Nicole
Frankfort, Alec Friedlander, Andrew
Garfinkel, Christopher Gibson,
Rebecc Glasser-Baker, Georgia
Gleason, Emily Goldstein, Brittany
Goncalves, Dana Grant, Emma Gross,
Ryan Heine, Evan Heroux, Madeline
Horowitz, Catherine Johnston,
Martina Landeka, Corey Lipschutz,
Zachary Lizmi, Anne Maguire, Chris-
tina Martinez, Katherine Mckinley,
Christopher Mench, Charles Milrod,
Anthony Mormile, Morgan Murphy,
Max Narotzky, Francine Nieva, Aris
Psyhojos, Hannah Purdy, Eduardo
Rocaloor, Laura Rogut, Allison Rose,
Robyn Rosenzweig, Jill Salisbury,
Nicole Schmeider, Jenna Sharkey,
Dylan Shepcaro, Emma Shor,
Stephanie Skoller, Christine Spitler,
Adrian Szycowski, Angela Tata,
Margot Tishberg, Daniel Tivenan,
Alexandra Tully, Daniel Wickens,
Kayla Wiesinger, Zachary Zagorski

PSAT Introductory Classes 

227 Millburn Ave
Millburn, NJ 07041

973.564.5220
www.chytennj.com

* Students will receive their PSAT scores and their actual test booklet from their school in December. 
In January students are invited to a session to review their results with our tutors.

This 12 hour course is designed to familiarize students with the PSAT. Students are 
encouraged to take an actual conditions SAT test.  The test is 3.5 hours long and is 
conducted in the Center in Millburn.  Test results are scored using our Magnostic 
process and the resulting report is shared with parents, students and Chyten tutors.

The PSAT Test Dates are October 12th and October 15th.

Chyten’s PSAT Introductory Class provides an overview of the PSAT, test 
format, timing, question types and test-taking strategies.

Strategies for Testing, Learning & Life.

Monday evenings Saturday  Mornings Sunday Afternoons

6 to 9 pm 9 to 12 pm 12 to 3 pm

September 19 September 17 September 18

September 26 September 24 September 25

October 3 October 1 October 2

October 10 October 8 October 9

*January 9 January 8 January 87

WF’s Tamaques School Wins
NJ Agriculture Society Grant

WESTFIELD - Tamaques El-
ementary School has been chosen
as a recipient of the New Jersey
Agricultural Society’s “Learning
through Gardening” grant. Led by
Tamaques principal, Michael
Cullen, and parents Charlotte Lee,
Anita Beinhaker and Gerri
Rothfleish, the proposal demon-
strates the school’s continued em-
phasis on good nutrition and the
district’s wellness initiative.

Previously the school cultivated
a garden that was a learning envi-
ronment for second graders. The
grant will enable Tamaques to ex-
pand the garden to include partici-
pation by students at all levels –
first through fifth grade.

“A school garden is a tremendous
education tool,” stated Michael
Cullen. “It provides hands-on learn-
ing for all subject areas, and gives
many students their first look at
where foods come from and how
they grow.”

The goal of the garden expansion
is to encourage children to include
more fruits and vegetables in their
diets, to learn about the sciences
associated with growing food and
other plants, and to encourage stu-
dents to live an active life by par-
ticipating in the planting and main-
tenance of a garden.

The grant will provide supplies
for gardening – including raised

beds and seeds, professional devel-
opment for teachers and consulta-
tions with master gardeners. A Best
Practices Workshop was held in
June at Cook College campus of
Rutgers University to kick off the
program.

In announcing the awarding of
the grant to Tamaques School,
Suzanne Macauley of the New Jer-
sey Agricultural Society stated,
“Your forward thinking plans and
enthusiasm for integrating agricul-
ture into your school’s curriculum
are admirable.”

YOUNG GARDEN…Pictured, left to right, Tamaques Elementary students Joey
Brogan, Justin Jackson, Lindsay Geschickter, and Chloe Beaulieu rest in front
of the school’s second grade garden. This school year the garden will be expanded
to include students in all grades thanks to the efforts of Principal Michael Cullen,
and parents Charlotte Lee, Anita Beinhaker, and Gerri Rothfleish, pictured
standing, left to right, whose grant proposal was accepted by the New Jersey
Agricultural Society.

WHS Schedule
Of Events

WESTFIELD - Senior Parent
Night - Tuesday, September 20,
at 7 p.m. in the auditorium. Back-
to-School Night - Thursday, Sep-
tember 22, at 7 p.m. No School in
observance of Rosh Hashanah -
Thursday, September 29, and Fri-
day, September 30.

Book drive - September 8
through September 19 to benefit
Brookside Place School in
Cranford. Please consider donat-
ing books or making a monetary
donation. Details on our website.

PTSO dues should be submit-
ted within the next two weeks.
Directory updates are due by Fri-
day, September 17. Bring check-
books to Freshman Orientation.
Sign up for Stop n Shop
fundraising campaign to benefit
Westfield High School.

For more information visit
westfieldnjk12.org/education/
d e p t /
dept.php?sectiondetailid=9011

Susquehanna
Announces Grads

SELINSGROVE, Pa. — Nicholas
A. Barba of Westfield earned a Bach-
elor of Science degree in business
administration with an emphasis in
marketing from Susquehanna Uni-
versity this summer. He is the son of
Peter and Stephenie Barba.

Colin A. Sullivan of Westfield
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in business administration with an
emphasis in marketing from
Susquehanna University this sum-
mer. He is the son of Laura and James
Sullivan.

SUNY Awards Degree
CORTLAND, N.Y. - Frank

Michael Benimeo, of Cranford, was
recently awarded a Bachelor of Arts
from SUNY Cortland.
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2004, 2006-2010 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2010

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

1600 Martine Avenue •  Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • www.unioncatholic.org • 908-889-1600

New Energy. New Attitude. New You. 
UC

Open House
October 6th

7:00 PM

SALITURO SCORES LONE GOAL OFF GLOVER’S ASSIST

Lady Raiders Stop Cougars
In Soccer Home Opener, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Lea Salituro took a crossing
shot from teammate Julie Glover and
buried it into the net from six yards
out with 10 minutes off the clock in
the first half for the only score of the
game to give the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team a 1-0 victory over a highly im-
proved Cranford Cougar team in
Scotch Plain on September 8.

“Julie shot it and it went across the
goal. I came in from the other side.
The goalie wasn’t ready, and I shot it
as hard as I could,” Salituro explained.

The 1-0 Lady Raiders, the defend-
ing Union County Tournament cham-
pions, were on the offensive for the
vast majority of the game; however,
the Lady Cougars put together a very
stubborn defense to keep themselves
within striking range.

“I think for the first game of the

season, we did exactly what we
wanted to do. We were looking to
come out and have a very competi-
tive game. Scotch Plains is going to
be one of the top teams in the county,
so I think up to this point it’s a posi-
tive. Now we know what to expect in
terms of their speed and intensity,”
Cougar Head Coach Jen Mischewicz
said.

“Cranford played really well. They

MITCHELL HITS LANZANO FOR 2 TDs, GRIBBIN F.G.

Blue Devils’ Gamble Pays Off
In 17-0 Grid Win over Raiders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunity knocked. A gamble
was taken, and it paid off for the
Westfield High School football team
that went on to defeat a larger sized
Scotch Plains-Fanwood squad, 17-0,
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on September 10.

The 1-0 Blue Devils found them-
selves in a fourth-and-six at their
own 41-yard line, but an encroach-
ment penalty put them only a yard
away from continuing their drive.
The decision was to go for it, and
quarterback Nate Mitchell followed
the blocking of center Dan Bigelow
and guard Ryan Elliott. The result
was a four-yard gain that would set
up the first score of the game.

“We were all psyched up that, after
that penalty, we wanted to get that
first score. Nate wanted to be the guy

to get it [run the ball], and he trusted
Dan and I to get a good push for him,”
Elliott explained.

From that point, running back
James O’Rourke used three running
plays to place the ball on the Raider
38. Mitchell hit split end Mike
Stravach for a 17-yard reception, and
three plays later, tight end John
Lanzano got free over the middle and
Mitchell hit him for a 20-yard touch-
down (TD) with 2:04 left in the first
quarter, capping an 11-play, 63-yard
drive.

“The safety came up and in pre-
game, we said, if the safety comes
up, John just keep going on a play-
action. He was wide open,” Mitchell
explained.

“The coach told us, if the safety bit
and came up, right away I knew I was
going to be open,” Lanzano ex-
plained.

The Blue Devils’ second TD was
also a 63-yard drive (after a 15-yard
penalty), but it took only seven plays

to hit pay dirt. On the fourth play of
the series, Mitchell hit O’Rouke with
a little dump pass over the middle,
which turned into an 18-yard gain,
resting the ball on the Raider 25.
Three plays later from the 18, Mitchell
found Lanzano, who slanted into the
end zone with 16 seconds remaining
in the half.

“That play was low-to-high, and
the linebacker let John go right past
him, so I just hit John right on target,”
Mitchell explained.

“Nate got me the ball. I turned
around and saw an opening, so I just
lowered my head and got into the end
zone,” Lanzano said.

The Blue Devils’ final score cov-
ered 66 yards on 14 plays, but it also
featured a pleasant surprise. Brendan
Dugan replaced O’Rourke, who was
cramping, and carried eight times in
that series for 50 yards, which began
with a 14-yard gain and ended with a
19-yard run around the left side to the

St. Benedict’s Gray Bees Sting
SPF Raider Boys in Soccer, 6-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gray Bee midfielder Christian
Hernandez hooked a free kick over
the reach of goalie Seth Schlisserman
into the upper left-hand corner of the
goal from 35 yards out less than six
minutes into the second half to start
a chain reaction of five goals that
guided St. Benedict’s Prep to a 6-0

victory over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team at Wexler Field on Sep-
tember 8.

The first half, however, was a rela-
tively tight contest with the 4-0 Gray
Bees, ranked No. 2 in the nation,
holding a slight edge in possession.
Most of the Gray Bees’ ball control
came within the scoreless first 25

minutes of the half. Although the
Raiders stepped up the pressure to-
ward the end of the half, the Gray
Bees’ scored when Gianfranco
Giammatteo won a scramble in the
box after a corner kick and slipped
the ball into the net with 7:07 remain-
ing.

Both teams took three corner kicks
in the first half, and although both
teams took several shots towards the
goal, only one, other than the goal,
could have been considered in the
dangerous range and Schlisserman
managed to tip that shot over the
crossbar.

“I thought we played exception-
ally well in the first half. In my opin-
ion, we played with them. The pos-
session was 50/50. They had a hard
time dealing with the pressure that
we put on them. I thought we played
nice soccer, nothing much different
than we played in Costa Rica. A ball
gets ping ponged around that we
should have cleared out of there, and
then they tap one in,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky said.

When Hernandez converted his free
kick with 34:14 on the clock in the
second half, the roof seemed to col-
lapse for the Raiders but not for the
Gray Bees.

“The second half, the goalkeeper
makes a crucial mistake in allowing a
ball from 40 yards out to go in, and
that makes the game 2-0. That took
its toll,” Coach Breznitsky said. “I
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Probitas Verus Honos

Dan Marino – Miami Dolphins
Born September 15, 1961

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWARMING ALL OVER A RAIDER…A host of Blue Devil defensemen, including Pete Ondi, No. 27, and Mike LaFace,
No. 72, latch onto Raider running back Anthony Byers. The Blue Devils defeated the Raiders, 17-0, at Kehler Stadium on
September 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAPING FOR THE SOCCER BALL…Raider Jackie Mains, No. 5, and Cougar Emily Lupin, No. 22, both leap for the
soccer ball, as Raider Christy Monroy, No. 13, closes in. See more on goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIGHTING FOR POSITION…Raider Kwamir Philippe attempts to get position
on the ball in the game against St. Benedict’s Prep.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATCHING A WILD THROW AT FIRST…St. George’s Bryan Munoz watches the ball sail out of the reach of St. James
first baseman Ted Giandana in the second inning of the St. Bart’s Championship game on Labor Day. See story on page 15.
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BORR, KOWALSKI, HINDES FILL SINGLES POSITIONS

Lady Blue Devils Did Reload
For Exciting Tennis Season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO SERVE UP ANOTHER SEASON…The Westfield High School girls tennis team recently kicked off its 2011
season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Julia Criscuolo, Caroline King and Marilyn Kowalski; back row, Taylor
Ingber, Sam Hindes, Maddie Rosenberg, Sarah Murphy and Elizabeth Cusick. Missing: Lexi Borr, Lilly Sisto, Marina
Kovalenko and Brittany Gould.

It’s been three full seasons since
WHS’s boys soccer team came up short
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood, go-
ing back to the 2007 county tourna-
ment semifinals. Since then WHS has
a 6-0-1 record against the Raiders, a
streak that will be put on the line this
afternoon at SP-F.

Soccer is the major sport at SP-F,
and rightly so. The Raiders have been
a state power since Tom Breznitsky
became the coach, some 597 wins ago.
So it may come as a surprise to some
that, in the 75 previous meetings be-
tween the two schools, the Blue Devils
have won 32 times and SP-F 31 times,
with 12 draws.

To say most of those 75 previous
games were close and bitterly con-
tested would be an understatement.
Take the past three years:

In 2008, WHS won twice, both 1-0.
In 2009, WHS won twice, 2-1 and 4-3.
In 2010, WHS went 2-0-1, winning

1-0 and 2-1 with a 1-1 tie.
WHS is 6-0-1 in the last seven meet-

ings, but only has a 12-6 goals differ-
ence.

SP-F is the preseason favorite to
win its first state Group 3 title since
1998. WHS, whose last state Group 4
title came in 1995, has a young team
after last year’s senior-dominated
squad won the county championship.

It’s WHS vs. SP-F. Anything – and if
you go back far enough in this wild
series, we really do mean anything –

can, and often does, happen.
Oh, not to make it any bigger, but

WHS coach George Kapner came into
this season with 996 career coaching
wins, for all sports, and was at 998
after wins over Linden and Ridge. So,
if WHS beat Union on Tuesday (cer-
tainly not a gimme), Kapner would be
at 999 career Ws coming into the SP-
F match.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Is there anything better than a shut-

out? Pretty much the answer is n-o,
no! But if that shutout is against SP-F,
and if it takes place on the day the
Class of 1961 is in the stands as part of
its 50th class reunion weekend, it’s
definitely icing on the cake. (All that
was missing was the band playing
“Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight”
as it marched down Rahway Ave. to-
ward the school.)

That’s what happened Saturday, as
’60 co-captains Pete Braun, Ross
Mannino and their classmates happily
watched the Blue Devils open the 2011
season with a 17-0 victory over the
Raiders (or Plainsmen, as they were
known back in the ’60s).

It was the second straight shutout
WHS has pitched against their archrival
(28-0 last year), and that’s the first
time that’s happened since 1991 (6-0)
and ’92 (21-0). The Devils lead the
overall series 37-12-2.

Kicker Jon Gribbin finished his four-
year career vs. SPF with 15 of 15 PATs

and a field goal.
TEAMS TO BEAT

The boys cross-country and girls
tennis teams have each won two
straight state Group 4 titles and, once
again this fall, they are the teams to
beat in New Jersey. In fact, the boys
have won 14 state cross-country
crowns in their history, while the girls
have notched eight state tennis titles.

Coach Jack Martin’s runners (i.e.,
Jack’s Pack) haven’t lost a dual meet
since 2004 and bring a 54-meet win
streak into the season. That’s the fifth
longest of any sport in school history,
trailing boys swimming (59, 1957-
62), boys tennis (61, 2007-08), girls
swimming (74, 1984-90) and girls
cross-country (92, 1994-2003). With
seniors John Kirna, Jack Leahy, David
Carville, Kevin Ingram and Evan
Tarlow to lead the way, that streak
should continue.

Although graduation took Sam Borr,
Debbie Wu, Katherine McKinley, Mel-
issa Morawski and Morgan Murphy,
coach Matt Varhley returns junior Lexi
Borr, arguably the best player in the
state. With freshman Marilyn Kowalski
and senior Sam Hindes filling in the
other singles slots, veterans Sarah
Murphy and Taylor Ingber at first doubles
and the athletic duo of Liz Cusick and
Julia Criscuolo at second dubs, the Blue
Devils figure to be visiting Mercer
County Park in late October for another
state title run. They’ll get an early test
this weekend at the Moorestown Invita-
tional, which includes Haddonfield,
Holmdel, Montgomery, Newark Acad-
emy and the host Quakers.

TITLETOWN UPDATE
WHS is still No. 1 among Group 4

schools and still has the most indi-
vidual state champions, but the Devils
have slipped to No. 2 behind Group 2
Haddonfield for most overall (team
and individual) state championships.
The ’Dawgs had a huge 2010-11 sea-
son, especially in track and cross-coun-
try, and now have 384 state titles, com-
peting in the second smallest group.
WHS has 375 titles competing against
the state’s biggest schools, and a huge
lead over Trenton (326), Plainfield
(301, but now a Group 3 school), Co-
lumbia (275) and Montclair (269).

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
(and any fifth) Thursday of every
month during the school year. Contact
us with comments, complaints and
suggestions at bj1019@aol.com. And
remember, win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not That WHS vs. SPF
Soccer Needs Hype, But …

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five of the seven starters on the
varsity have graduated, but this year’s
Westfield High School girls tennis
team has reloaded and may not even
skip a beat.

“We are in a good situation, be-
cause the girls who replaced last year’s
graduating class are very prepared.
We shouldn’t skip a beat this year. We
are not looking at wins and losses
right now. We are just trying to prac-
tice hard and play tennis the right
way. If we do those two things, I think
we are going to be successful,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Matt Varhley said.

The beat was very strong last year
when the Lady Blue Devils swept all
five flights at the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) championships, won
the sectional and Group 4 titles, then
defeated Red Bank Catholic, 3-2, to
claim the Tournament of Champions
(TOC) crown and to finish with a

perfect 21-0 record.
Junior Lexi Borr, who won the UCT

first singles title in her freshman and
sophomore seasons, has returned once
again and will be even stronger at first
singles. Last year she finished with a
29-1 record to bring her two-year
total to 60-3.

“She has improved a lot. We are
expecting a lot of good things from
her this year. She is in the top-20
nationally. I think she is ranked third
in the East, and she now has a world
ranking,” Coach Varhley pointed out.

Samantha Borr and Debbie Wu,
who were UCT champions at second
and third singles, respectively, last
year, have graduated, but the Blue
Devils have had two very talented
girls who have been waiting on the
wings. Seniors Marilyn Kowalski and
Samantha Hindes will fill the second
and third singles spots, respectively.
Last year, both girls had the talent to
fill a varsity singles spot on most

opposing teams.
“Both Marilyn and Sam Hindes

have patiently waited for their oppor-
tunity to get in the lineup. The girls
were part of our team last year, and
they did a good job watching and
learning. In that sense, they bring a
lot of experience, and they are very
eager to play,” Coach Varhley said.

Senior Sarah Murphy, who won
the UCT title at first doubles last year
with her sister Morgan, will join se-
nior Taylor Ingber at that position this
season. Morgan, who has won three
UCT doubles titles, has graduated,
but the transition for Sarah with a new
partner should be relatively smooth.

“Taylor complements Sarah’s game
very nicely. They both have classic
strokes and have a very consistent
game. Sarah is a lot stronger on her
backhand, and Taylor is more domi-
nant on her forehand side. We are
going to be very tough at first

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Hunterdon Central Tops
Blue Devil Gymnasts

The Westfield High School Gym-
nastics team began its season with a
110.05-104.025 loss to Hunterdon
Central on September 9 at Hunterdon
Central Regional High School in
Flemington. Last year, the Red Dev-
ils placed seventh in the New Jersey
State Team Championships.

The Blue Devils lost only one se-
nior from last year’s team (Kelly
Bohlinger) and added five freshmen,
including Hannah Goldring and Jenna
Rizkalla, who placed 3-4 in the all-
around with respective totals of 35.3
and 33.45. Red Devils Stephanie Reid
(36.75) and Jessica Vallorosi (36.025)
placed 1-2 in the all-around.

Rizkalla took first in the vault with
a 9.275 followed by Red Devils Lara
Haberle (9.2), Reid (9.15) and

Vallorosi (9.05) and Blue Devils
Goldring at 8.75. Blue Devil Kelly
Vasel scored an 8.35. On uneven bars,
Haberle (9.1), Reid (9.05) and team-
mate Hailey Patterson (8.95) placed
1-2-3. Blue Devil sophomore Abby
Cook took fourth at 8.75 and Rizkalla
tied for fifth at 8.175. Goldring scored
a 7.975.

Vallorosi took first on the balance
beam with a 9.375, followed by Cook
at 9.25, Goldring at 9.225 and Red
Devils Brooke Whalen at 9.05 and
Patterson at 9.025. Blue Devil senior
Sara Shields scored 7.725. Reid (9.55)
and Vallorosi (9.45) took 1-2 on the
floor exercise, while Goldring took
third at 9.35. Blue Devils, freshman
Mae Devin, and Vasel had respective
scores of 8.625 and 8.575.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Situated on a wooded, private lot in the Watchung
Mountains, this 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial, is beautifully updated
and meticulously maintained.  Formal Dining Room, 1st floor Family
Room with wood-burning fireplace. All design choices are in keeping
with the feel of a country home. Warm and inviting, this home has a
wonderful floor plan to accommodate great entertaining and easy living.
Many recent updates/improvements. This gracious home is Turn-Key.

James

McLoughlin

EXPANDED RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. This bright well-built Expanded Ranch features 4
Bedroom, 2 Baths, EIK, FDR, LR with wood-burning fireplace, 3 season
porch, 2 car attached garage with entry in rear of house, CAC, gas heat and
a full unfinished basement with high ceilings. This home sits on just over
a third of an acre of property with the driveway leading to a cul-de-sac.
Located in the prestigious Parkwood Section, on the south side of Scotch
Plains. Convenient to Fanwood/Westfield trains and Garden State Parkway.

Jacqueline

Waldman

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Completely Renovated Colonial Home Boasts 4
Bedrooms, 4 Full Baths, Gourmet Kitchen with Granite, Master Bedroom
with Spa Like Bath and Finished Basement. Beautifully Appointed and
Loaded with Amenities: Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding, Custom
Interior & Exterior Detailing, and Quality Craftsmanship. Professionally
landscaped, new driveway and new 1 car garage. Convenient to Schools,
Town, NYC Transportation and Across from the Park & Pool.

Niki

Fry

RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. Beautifully expanded 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Ranch has
hardwood floors that flow throughout this open spacious floor plan. The LR
offers an elegant setting with a fireplace, FDR just steps away, includes an
expanded seating area with a 2nd fireplace. The 1st floor FR frames the
extensively landscaped backyard, the EIK has travertine marble floors, granite
countertops, SS appliances and custom cabinetry. The custom floored 2 car
garage is on the same level as the house.

Kathleen

Alagna

NEW CONSTRUCTION

WESTFIELD. A thoughtful architectural plan has been executed
with superior craftsmanship and attention to detail to create an impressive
new residence. This fabulous new home to be built by Elegant Homes
features a 2-story entrance foyer flanked by LR/FDR; 4 Bedroom, 3 Full
and 2 Half Baths; gourmet Kitchen w/island and separate eating area
opens to FR with fireplace; MBR with luxurious full bath and walk-in
closet; detailed with classic molding and hardwood flooring.

Associate of the Month

Donna

Fabrizio

Phyllis Brown
Top Dollar Volume for the Month of August
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Blue Devils’ Gamble Tops Raider Gridders, 17-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider one. After a five-yard penalty,
four plays later Jon Gribbin booted
an 18-yard field goal with 6:38 left in
the game. Dugan finished with 68
yards on 14 carries.

“We knew he could run. The scrim-
mages showed that he runs hard. He
runs fast. He did a great job,” Mitchell
said.

The 0-1 Raiders gambled three
times on fourth down and lost the first
two. The second gamble was particu-
larly sour, as Blue Devil linebacker
Nick LaFace, burst through the Raider
line and sacked quarterback Steve
Alleman for a seven-yard loss. The
Raiders’ third gamble on fourth down
worked, but Blue Devil cornerback
Pete Ondi tossed a wrench into their
drive with an interception at the
Westfield eight.

Several dropped passes and a
bungled trick pass play that fell well
short of wide receiver Matt Jegede,
who was wide open, also squelched
Raider drives and also put a lot of
pressure on running back Anthony
Byers (20 rushes, 73 yards). Alleman
completed seven of 15 pass attempts
for 79 yards. Byers had four recep-
tions for 38 yards, Jegede had a 27-

yard reception and Grant Crandall
had one for 12 yards.

“They had forth-and-six. They were
going to punt, and we were offside.
They kept the drive going. We had
two scores [scoring opportunities].
We had passes wide open. We got to
make plays. It is about making plays,
and we didn’t make the plays,” Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli said.
“We had the opportunities on both of
those plays.”

The Raider line was clearly much
larger, but the Blue Devils’ defense
managed to swarm Byers and prevent
him from making any breakaway runs.

“Coach made it clear that he was
their main guy, that he would cut
back and we had to stay along that
Big Blue [de]fense,” Elliott said.
“We stayed low. We got up under-
neath their pads and drove them
back. We are also in better shape
with all the work we do running and
all the conditioning we do after prac-
tice. We played faster than them
today. Coach [Jim DeSarno] says
play fast, and that is what our ‘D’
line did today.

The Blue Devils’ quickness on the
offensive line also allowed O’Rourke

(14 carries, 52 yards) and Dugan to
make good gains, and allowed
Mitchell (8-15 for 100 yards, 2 TDs)
time to spot his receivers.

“We got under their padding. We
got low. We got enough push for
O’Rourke to get through their line,
and our passing game was clicking
today,” Lanzano said.

In addition to his interception, Ondi
(listed at 5’8”) managed to knock
down several passes intended for the
6’5” Jegede.

“Pete is a game player. Everybody
thinks because they are small, they
can’t defend those big guys, but he is
really athletic. He can jump. He’s
strong, and he can jam up the line,”
Elliott said.

Blue Devil linebacker Pat Johnson
delivered a hard shot that jarred the
ball loose on a pass play to running
back Anthony Lettieri, and Lanzano
deflected a pass.

The Blue Devils will travel to face
Bridgewater-Raritan tomorrow, Sep-
tember 16, at 7 p.m., and the Raiders
will host Rahway at noon on Satur-
day, September 17.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0 0 0
Westfield 7 7 0 3 17

GREEN NETS 2 TDs, CHRISTIANO 1; KLIMEK, DIAZ RULE ‘D’

Cougars Rock ALJ Crusaders
In Football Home Opener, 21-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Reggie Green appeared to
adjust quite well to his new position
as quarterback, and the defense did
what was expected as the Cranford
High School football team rolled to a
21-6 victory over the A.L. Johnson
Crusaders at Memorial Field in
Cranford on September 9.

Green was able to quickly identify
the openings and gobbled up 142
yards on 17 carries, which included
touchdown (TD) runs of eight yards
and 35 yards, respectively. He also
had a 34-yard sprint that helped set
up his first TD.

“I was seeing on the draw plays
that the middle was wide open. My
back, JP Christiano, did a good job of
making a hole for me, so I could go
through and get good yardage on it,”
Green explained. “I run a lot in track,
and that helps me a lot for football.”

Christiano, a senior tailback, made
some noise with an 18-yard TD run for

the 1-0 Cougars’ first score, which
was set up by senior Eric Garguilo’s
33-yard punt return in the first quarter.

“We have been working a lot in
practice keeping my feet up. I mean I
tripped a little bit in pre-season, but I
got to keep my knees high. Keep
running. [Ryan] Bryson had a really
nice block downfield. I just took it to
the outside and got to the corner,”
said Christiano, who predicted,
“There is going to be many more like
this. We are going to win a lot of
games this year.”

The Cougars finished with 209
yards rushing on 27 carries. Green
passed four times, completing one to
Ryan Williamson, which was good
for two yards. He was intercepted
once. Senior running back Chris
Witwick had four carries for 32 yards,
junior Jimmy Dwyer had a nine-yard
rush, and Adham McGuire carried
twice for six yards.

The Cougars’ veteran defense,
which included linebackers Mike

Klimek and Nick Diaz – both conceal-
ing their neatly trimmed Mohawks –
and defensive linemen Chris Fulinosz
and TJ Nichols battered the Crusad-
ers’ running game, which totaled 65
yards on 20 carries in the first half and
37 yards on 10 carries in the second
half. Klimek and Diaz each recorded a
pair of sacks.

“During pre-season, coach [Erik
Rosenmeier] said defense was going
to be our backbone. Last year, we
started something with great defense.
An example was the Summit game.
We were physical. Even though we
lost,” said Klimek, who added, “They
[ALJ] had a new offense coming in,
and we had to be the backbone. The
effort was there. We were all on our
assignments today. We were killing
them up front. Controlling the line of
scrimmage is important.”

“The defense played really well.
During practice the drill team gave us
a good look of how their offense was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

SCOTCH PLAINS $395,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $680,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $798,500 SCOTCH PLAINS $969,000

CRANFORD $339,000 CRANFORD $399,000 CRANFORD $445,000 CRANFORD $689,900

SCOTCH PLAINS $674,500 WESTFIELD $799,000 WESTFIELD $875,000 WESTFIELD $1,195,000

Beautifully renovated charming bungalow close to town & transport and many updates,
great lndscping & more! DIR: South Aveto S Union to Christopher to Hillcrest.

Legal 2-family home w/3 levels of fabulous living space on wonderful
fenced in property. Close to transport. Ideal setup for In-law.

Custom remodeled home offers great living space w/4 generous bed-
rooms on 2nd floor, 1st floor BR w/walk-in closet & more!

Wonderful CH Colonial in mint condition! Outstanding FR & informal DR addns w/vaulted
ceils. Double width corner lot beautifully lndscaped. MBR w/bath. All generous rms.

NEW PRICE! Immaculate custom Cape w/refinished hwd flrs, newer windows,
interior painted, CAC, lrg updated EIK w/vaulted ceiling & breakfast nook.

Resort-like Sprawling ranch property w/3BR 2.1BA in fabulous neighborhood.Spacious
rooms & easy flow!  DIR: Cooper/Heather/Highlander/Aberdeen.

Beautifully renovated by "Green Builder" Needlepoint Homes w/gour-
met Kitchen, spacious Master & more! DIR: Cooper/Heather/Highlander.

Sprawling home w/large rooms, spacious Kitchen w/breakfast area, beautiful
yard w/ingrnd pool, Masterw/sitting room & more! DIR: Martine to Fenimore.

NEW LISTING! Great one floor living. Lovely home, meticulously maintained.
Prop backs up to town wdlnds. DIR: Martine to Raritan Rd to Winding Brook Way.

Wonderful custom Colonial. Move-in condition! Open floor plan w/living
room/great room, gourmet Kitchen & more! DIR: Rahway Rd to Summit Ct.

Spac Colonial, Fam Rm & cust designed kit add - 03 w/Viking appls, LRw/fpl, Mas-
ter w/full BA, bsmt Rec room , nice yard, convenient locn. DIR: W Dudley to Clark.

Sprawling Indian Forest cust blt Col w/marble foyer, elegant LR w/fpl, ample closet/
storage, incredible property in great locn. DIR: Lawrence/Watchung Fork/Lenape.

Agent: Jill Skibinsky MLS: 2871206 Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2875241 Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2873943 Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2884749

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 2884080 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2877821 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2883697 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2871359

Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2872628 Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2876853 Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 2880038 Agent: Julie Murphy MLS: 2871153

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
105 Hillcrest Ave

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
15 Aberdeen Rd

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
30 Highlander Dr

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
7 Fenimore Dr

OPEN SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
2010 Winding Brook Way

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
22 Summit Ct

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
636 Clark St

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM
719 Lenape Trail

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A GREAT DAY ON THE FIELD…Blue Devil running back Brendan Dugan, No. 32, rushed for 68 yards in the
second half against the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG GAINS ON RETURNS…Cougar Eric Garguilo, No. 32, had a punt return for 33 yards and a kickoff return for 38 yards
against the ALJ Crusaders in a 21-6 Cranford win on September 9. See more Cranford football and other sports on
goleader.com   Click Ballyhoo Sports at bottom of page.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Blue Devils Reload
In Girls Tennis

Cougars Defeat Crusaders, 21-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

St. Benedict’s Stops Raiders, 6-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

going to do and how our defense was
going to capitalize on it. Klimek and
Fulinosz did really good,” Green
added.

Concerns about the kicking team
seemed to evaporate when sopho-
more Troy Kettler nailed all three of
his extra points and the kickoffs were
deep into Crusader territory, but es-
pecially, when Williamson boomed
an 80-yard punt into the Crusader
end zone in the first quarter.

After Garguilo’s 33-yard punt re-
turn gave the Cougars possession on
the Crusader 33, a 15-yard pass inter-
ference call placed the ball on the 18
where Christiano slanted into the left
corner of the end zone with 4:40 on
the clock.

The Cougars’ next score came on a
six-play, 81-yard march, which ended
with Green’s eight-yard slice to pay
dirt with 4:43 remaining in the half.

“At first, I was supposed to go
around the side, but I saw the hole,
and I cut back. It was a good job on
the linemen’s part,” Green explained.

Garguilo got action starting quickly
by grabbing the opening kickoff of

the second half at the 12 and return-
ing it to midfield. A 15-yard personal
foul penalty placed the ball on the 36
where Green literally zigzagged his
way to the end zone with only 31
seconds off the clock.

“It was just good blocking. I saw
the hole and I just kept going. Thanks
to my linemen, there was good block-
ing and I got there to score a touch-
down. Sean McGovern made a great
block. He killed the kid and I got a
good hole,” Green explained.

On the Crusaders’ next series,
Green at his cornerback position in-
tercepted quarterback Lance Pecina’s
pass at the Cougar 31.

The Crusaders’ only TD came on
the first play of the fourth quarter
when Pecina scored on an 11-yard
keeper to cap an 11-play, 73-yard
drive, which included a 38-yard re-
ception from Pecina to Bill Ring.

With less than four minutes re-
maining in the game, Diaz blitzed the
quarterback on a fourth down and
extinguished any opportunity of the
Crusaders getting back into the game.

“That was the straw that broke the
camel’s back,” Klimek said.

“I think we did pretty well today.
We did have a little trouble, but I
think we can get by it next week,”
Green said.

The Cougars will host Voorhees
tomorrow, Friday, September 16, at 7
p.m.
AL Johnson 0 0 0 6 6
Cranford 7 7 7 0 21

think it started to collapse. I think,
goalkeeper wise, we made several,
several horrendous mistakes. We need
to find a solution for that. It was
nowhere even close where we were
up to par.”

The Gray Bees were quite adept at
using their elbows and their hips to
slip into favorable positions to pick
up good leads from their teammates.

“That’s the way the game is played.
All these kids on the St. Benedict’s
team are a variety of different nationali-
ties where the game is played that way,”
Coach Breznitsky explained. “They are
brought up to know how to use their
bodies. Nothing wrong with it!”

Five minutes after Hernandez net-
ted his goal, senior forward Christiano
Francois sped by a defender and
ripped a right-to-left shot into the net.
Less than a minute later, with 28:33
remaining, forward Jonathan Moraes,
on an assist from midfielder Miguel
Alves, banged a right cross into the
net. Four taps after another corner
kick, Giammatteo drilled a right-to-
left shot into the net. The final Gray

Bee goal came off the foot of forward
Pablo Perez on a free kick from 25
yards away.

“The score was not indicative of
what the game was. I’m very disap-
pointed with the score, because some-
body is going to look at the score and
say, ‘they got their butts kicked’,
which wasn’t necessarily the case. It
fell apart after a couple of goals. They
were relentless. They feel they got to
go out there and win 5, 6-0,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

With his blazing speed, Francois
did, however, keep the Raider defend-
ers on their toes, and Gray Bee goalie
Tom Bull used his height to prevent
any serious Raider offensive threat.

“The kid [number] seven [Francois]
up front is a bona fide goal scorer.
Their goalkeeper! What can you say?
Six-four, 210 lbs.! That makes the
situation tough,” Coach Breznitsky
said.

The Raiders will host rival Westfield
today, September 15, at 4 p.m.
St. Benedict’s 1 5 6
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2006-2010
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2010

www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM

513 Third Avenue, Garwood, NJ $315,000
Immaculate 8 room, 3 Bedroom, 1-1/2 bath Colonial with gleaming hardwood
floors on quiet dead end street.  Featuring: Living Room, Formal Dining Room,
Kitchen open to Den with slider to deck & deep yard w/koi pond; LL w/Rec.
Room.  Great value!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM

113 Chestnut Court, Garwood, NJ $590,000
Premiere 7 room, 2 BR, 3-1/2 bath END unit in the Pointe, a 55+ community.
Spacious & open floor plan w/private elevator, LR w/fplc; FDR; EIK open to
FR; MBR w/Sitting Rm.; LL w/Rec. Rm. & full bath; 2 car Garage. Convenient
to NYC transportation.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM

304 Cook Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ $649,000
Wonderful opportunity to own NEW 4 Bedroom, 2 1/2 bath Colonial with
quality details thru out.  Featuring formal Living & Dining Rooms; gourmet
EIK open to Family Room w/fireplace; MBR with full bath; large basement and
2 car Garage. Ready for fall occupancy!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM

202 Dickson Drive, Westfield, NJ $699,900
Immaculate, beautifully maintained  7 room, 3 BR, 2-1/2 bath Colonial nearly
bordering the beautiful Tamaques Park for all of your recreation needs! This
delightful home is ready for you to move in & enjoy!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM

634 Fairmont Avenue, Westfield, NJ $739,000
Charming 5 BR, 1.1 bath Colonial w/ FLR w/fplc. & French dr's to FR ; a FDR;
EIK;  3rd floor BR + storage, bsm’t w/partially fin. rec. rm..  Nice lot on notable
street w/Screened Porch, deck & 2 car garage.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/18 1-4PM

725 4th Avenue, Westfield, NJ $899,900
Great NEW 4 BR, 3.1 bath Mahoney Colonial w/EIK open to FR w/fplc; 1st
flr. laundry; formal LR & DR; Fabulous MBR w/full bath; Fin. bsm’t w/rec.
rm & full bath..

doubles,” Coach Varhley said.
Last year’s UCT second doubles

champions, Katherine McKinley and
Melissa Morawski, have graduated,
but two very talented multi-sport ath-
letes, junior Elizabeth Cusick, a girls
lacrosse standout, and sophomore
Julia Criscuolo, who sparkled on the
varsity softball team that played in
the Union County Tournament Cham-
pionship game last spring, will ably
fill that slot.

“We are lucky to have two varsity
athletes at second doubles, who have
varsity experience at lacrosse and
softball,” Coach Varhley said. “I think
that experience is going to help them
a lot.”

The Lady Blue Devils opened their
season at Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
September 8.

Sports Freelancer  Wanted
The Westfield Leader/Times is
seeking an individual who
would be able to cover a few
Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Cranford and/or Westfield High
School football games this fall.
Photography ability is a “+”
Individuals please email:

dcorbin@goleader.com

Blue Devil Boys Place First
At Roxbury Invitational X-C

Blue Devil seniors John Kirna and
Jack Leahy placed 1-2 with respective
times of 15:45.6 and 15:45.9 to help
the Westfield High School boys cross-
county team place first in the Junior/
Senior race with a total of 15 at the
Roxbury Invitational on September
10. Mendham placed second at 48 and
Watchung Hills took third at 71.

David Carville crossed fifth in the
Junior/Senior race with a time of
16:17.6. Kevin Ingram finished sev-
enth at 16:26.7 and Kevin Smith fin-
ished ninth with a time of 16:45.2.

The Westfield boys placed second in
the sophomore race, which was won by
Christian Brothers at 21, with a total of
55. Blue Devil Matt Luppino took top
honors with a time of 16:31.2. Dalton
Herzog finished seventh at 17:38. The
freshmen took sixth with 82 points, and
Matt Russo finished the two-mile course
sixth with a time of 12:26.6.

The Blue Devil girls placed second
in the varsity race at the St. Dominic
Invitational with a total of 64.
Gabrielle Stravach finished fourth
with a time of 21:31. Danielle Grimes
crossed 12th at 22:21 (personal best),
Allegra Larche crossed 15th at 22:35
and Anna Tanji crossed 20th at 22:56.

The JV team also placed second,
and Erica Fischer finished third with a
time of 23:13. Courtney Han finished
11th at 24:51, Christina Mosco crossed
13th at 25:07, Leigh Heinbokel fin-
ished 17th at 25:32 and Katherine
Seery finished 18th at 25:33.

The freshmen girls placed third on
the 2.2-mile course. Johanna Mermer
finished seventh at 15:06, Charlie
O’Brien crossed ninth at 15:59 and
Gabrielle Brennan finished 16th at
16:54, followed by Caroline Stock-
ing (17:09), Jacqueline Napolitano
(17:17) and Jennifer Bagger (17:19).

More Cranford Football
and other sports on

www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Middletown $4,195,000
NAVESINK RIVERFRONT-Elegant home on 1.74
acres.Riparian grant,boathouse, pool & cabana.Car-
riage house w/2 bdrm apt.  

Pauline Poyner, Sales Associate  732-842-3200

Colts Neck $2,850,000
Custom Estate home w/wrap around porch situated
on the Golf Course premier lot overlooking 11th hole.
Full finished Bsmt. 

Adriana D’Agostino, Sales Associates 732-946-9600

Belmar $2,849,000
OCEANFRONT Oasis w/5BRs,4.5bths, gourmet kit,
rooftop deck, wine cellar, bar & media room. The best
in oceanfront living. 1 hour from NYC!

Donna Fahy-Waters & Linda Romano, Sales Associates  732-449-2777

Colts Neck                                                  $2,299,000
Stately custom brick/stone Colonial on pristine reser-
voir property. Home featured in Design NJ Magazine. 

Adriana D’Agostino, Sales Associate 732-946-9600

Holmdel $1,899,000
Everything desired in Luxury home! 5BR, 3.4 acres,
fantastic neighborhood, finished walk-out basement,
lighted tennis/baskball court, etc.

Teresa Pavlinetz, Sales Associate  732-946-9600 

Westfield                                                    $1,690,000
Pristine Colonial, 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, custom dec-
orating throughout, beautiful property, close to NYC
transportation.

Jill Horowitz Rome, Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Westfield                                                     $1,500,000
Wonderful Arts & Crafts home, just under 1acre of
rolling property with magnificent architectural de-
tail/craftsmanship throughout. 

Frank D. Isoldi,  Broker Sales Associate 908-233-5555

Scotch Plains                                                    $1,349,000
Spectacular 4/5 bedroom Colonial with circular
grand staircase features new kitchen, media room,
heated pool, 1st floor Master bedroom, over 1 acre. 

Louis “Lou” Faruolo, Broker Sales Associate  908-233-5555

Westfield                                                      $1,295,000
Magnificent 5yr young 5 bedroom,3 1/2 bath Needle-
point home, Grand Foyer, LR, FDR, Gourmet EIK, FR
w/fpl, beautifully appointed & landscaped.

Frank Isoldi, Broker Sales Associate  908-233-5555

*Data based on closed and recorded transaction sides of homes sold for $1 million or more as reported by the U.S. Coldwell Banker® franchise system for the calendar year 2010. $USD. It should be used for comparison purposes only.  Although Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. deems
this information to be reliable, it is not guaranteed. ©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

On average, Previews® handles $68.9 million in luxury homes sales every day.*
ColdwellBankerMoves.com  •  (973) 630-9368  •  ColdwellBankerPreviews.com

Follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/CBRBNewJersey Follow us on Twitter at Twitter.com/CBRB_NewJersey

Previews
International,

the luxury division of
Coldwell Banker, has

been refining the
world’s most luxurious
lifestyles since 1933.
Previews continues to

be a dominant real
estate source for the

exceptional home
market, attracting the
world’s most qualified
luxury home buyers.
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Lady Raiders Shut Out Soccer Cougars, 1-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ST. BART’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…St. George defeated St. James, 9-4, for the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Championship on Labor Day. Pictured, left to right, are: sitting; Harold Hopler; bottom row: Paul Ross,
Captain Jeff Friedlander, Pete Costello, Bryan Munoz and Ron Labin with son Nicholas; second row, Marty Marks, Nick
Dinizo, Rick Wustefeld, Steve McMahon, Dave Roth, Phil Vellucci, Mark Ragan, Bill McKinney and Don Rinaldo.

LABIN RULES AT SHORTSTOP, HOPLER GETS THREE RBI

Georgies Corral James Gang
For St. Bart’s Crown, 9-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirty-Three years of St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action was concluded after the show-
down between St. George and the
notorious St. “James Gang” for the
championship at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on Labor Day, Septem-
ber 5. But the tension was indeed
mounting among the members of both
teams, as well as with the spectators,
prior to the game.

“It stinks to be a spectator,” said St.
Joseph pitcher Frank Chupko, who
had been with the league 29 years
and has been in three titles games,
winning one. “One of these teams
[St. James] we beat a few times dur-
ing the season then we lost to them in
extra innings. We had a good team.
We came in first place in our division.
Nice bunch of guys! No big power
hitters but quick defensively. So we
will be crying in our ‘beverage’ right
now. But it’s a good camaraderie.
After this night’s over then we look
forward to draft night to see who is on
your team for next year.”

“We came on strong at the end of
the season, jelled at the right time. We
are 3-0 in the playoffs, and we are
looking to finish it,” St. James cap-
tain Jim Killeen said. “It’s going to be
a tough battle. Jeff [Friedlander –
coach of St George] and I are both
protégés of the great Tom Sherwin
[former player who was in atten-
dance]. He will be watching both of
us and scrutinizing us, so we are both
nervous.”

As to his title game experience, he
said, “As a player, I am 1-1. As a
coach, this is my first appearance.
Killeen noted that he won a title while
playing for St. Patrick’s and Jack

Kennedy was the coach.
“This is my second [championship

game]. I lost two years ago,” said
Friedlander, who has been with the
league 14 years. “This is my first year
of being captain. It’s been a great
experience with great guys to come
together as a team. It should be a
great game.”

The James Gang scored two runs
in the bottom of the first inning but
soon found out that St. George packed
more ammunition and rolled to a 9-4
victory to seize the 2011 St. Bart’s
League crown.

Throughout the playoffs, fine de-
fensive performances have emerged,
but in this contest for all the marbles,
none of those previous performances
would match the extraordinary per-
formance of St. George shortstop Ron
Labin, who was involved in no less
than 10 putouts. He began with a
diving scoop, which he converted to
a putout, in the second inning. He
was responsible for all three putouts
in the sixth inning and two of the
three putouts in the seventh. And it
seemed only fitting that he would
initiate a double play for the first two
outs in the ninth then finish it off by
grabbing a grounder and firing to
first for the final out.

Labin also went 1-for-2 with two
walks and two RBI, while scoring
once. Harold Hopler rapped a two-
run single and added an RBI sacrifice
fly, while Marty Marks ripped an
RBI single, scored twice and walked
twice. Pete Costello (triple, 2 runs
scored), Nick Dinizo and Mark Ragan
each had two hits.

Craig Burfeindt packed the most
punch for the James Gang with an
RBI triple, and RBI single and an
RBI sac fly. Pitcher Tom Rutkowski

singled in all three of his at-bats, and
Tom Ulichny singled twice and scored
twice. Paul Campanile doubled and
scored twice. Killeen, Dennis Hercel,
Kevin St. Onge and Marty Bernstein
(RBI) each add a single.

After St. James scored their two
runs in the first, St. George tied it in
the second. Bryan Munoz reached
first on an error, Dave Roth singled,
Rick Wustefeld looped an RBI sac fly
and Steve McMahon lofted an RBI
sac fly.

St. George grabbed a 6-2 lead in
the third, when Labin walked with
the bases loaded, Hopler lashed his
two-run single and Munoz slapped
an RBI single. Ironically, St. James
pulled off their two best defensive
plays in that inning, when third
baseman Tom Grycan initiated a sec-
ond-to-first double play and Phil
Appelbaum made a brilliant grab in
right field.

St. James inched a run closer in the
fourth when Burfeindt lined an RBI
single to left, but St. George added a
run in the fifth when Phil Vellucci,
who walked, scored on Marks’ single
to left.

Burfeindt bashed an RBI triple to
center in the seventh to make the
score, 7-4, but Georgies Costello
tripled and Marks was intentionally
walked, then both respectively scored
on Labin’s RBI single and Hopler’s
RBI sac fly.

Rutkowski led off the James’ ninth
with a single then Labin became the
middleman in a second-to-first double
play. Labin then fielded Tom Maher’s
grounder and fired to first for the
game ending out.

“He [Labin] played an unbeliev-
able game,” said Friedlander, who
was abruptly interrupted with a shav-
ing cream pie in the face, inflicted by
teammate Marks.
St. George 024 010 002 9
St. James 200 100 100 4

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 18th  1-4PM  • 110 Surry Lane
Westfield…New Listing. Pristine 9 room, 4 bedroom, 2 bath home near Tamaques Park and school. Unique open floor plan offers new Master bedroom addition
with tray ceiling, luxurious bath with double sink vanities, oversized shower and deluxe walk-in closet. Newer kitchen with stainless steel appliances and breakfast bar
opens to large family room addition with vaulted ceiling, raised brick hearth fireplace and sliders to paver patio and fenced yard. Living room with bay window, dining
area, play room.  HWD Flrs, large walk-up attic for storage CAC, new Heat, roof and paver driveway. Ready to just move in!      $659,000.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: Marymachomes@aol.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Fanwood. Tranquil surroundings along the winding path lead to the door of this custom built Colonial residence.  Upon entry, the two story
center hall showcases an angled staircase and loft with palladium window.  Just off the foyer, is a classic living room boasting gleaming
hardwood floors, bay window and premier millwork.  A formal dining room, accented by designer hand-painted walls, will host your most
memorable celebrations.   The 23’ kitchen features Wood Mode cabinetry, granite counters and hardwood flooring.  Enjoy casual meals in
its separate eating area overlooking the spacious outdoor deck through sliding French doors.   Adjacent to the kitchen is the home’s family
room enhanced by exposed beams, surround sound and floor to ceiling, wood-burning fireplace.   A powder room and convenient laundry
complete the first level.  Upstairs offers a main hall bath and three bedrooms, including a master suite with walk-in, outfitted closet and private
full bath.  The serene backyard is a gardener’s paradise…gorgeous specimen plantings, abundant perennials and charming private gazebo grace
the landscape.  Amenities include CAC, security system, lawn sprinklers, two-car attached garage, Marvin windows and Morgan doors.  Close
proximity to NYC commuter transportation, library, shopping and schools.  One of a kind jewel!. Offered at $699,000.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, September 18th 1-4PM • 50 Tillotson Road

played well defensively. We did what
we wanted to do. The only thing we
didn’t do was put in a few more goals.
We had the opportunities. We just
didn’t cash in. A lot of credit goes to
Cranford and their goalie,” Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing said.

The Raiders took six good shots on
goal in the first half, but Cougar goal-
keeper Leah Quinn was there to save
five of them. Her best save in the half
came when she blocked a point-blank
shot off the foot of Salituro, who
received a fine lead from senior for-
ward Sarah Vanbuskirk. Quinn would
add four more saves in the second
half.

In the second half, Raider Christy
Monroy broke through the Cougar
backfield and got off two good shots,
only to have Quinn smother both.
Vanbuskirk slid another nice lead
down the right-center of the field to
forward Lisa Matrale, who needed
another step to get a good angle on
the goal. Katie Harper took a wicked
shot at the goal, but Quinn was there
for the stop.

“We have been working on it in
practice, offensively getting scoring
chances and finishing. It happened
once, and once was enough,” Coach
Ewing said.

Throughout the game, the Raiders
utilized their reserves to give their
starters some breathing time. The
Cougars had several girls on the in-
jury list, leaving veterans Emily Lubin
and Madison Savulich on the field
nearly the entire game.

“Those players are the core of our
team, so if I can have them out there
ready to go, they are going to be out
there on the field. I want them out
there. I want them with the ball at
their foot,” Coach Michewicz ex-
plained.

The Raiders’ offense turned out to
be their best defense, since goalkeeper

Taylor Sebolao needed only to make
one stop late in the game when the
Cougars put on a final offensive.

“We have two good goalies, Taylor
and Meghan Allen. We used Taylor
today, but we have complete faith in
both of them. Our defense is defense
all over the field. I think they had one
shot on goal,” Coach Ewing ex-
plained.

“I think that we were competitive
the entire game. They did not give up,
and they fought until the last second.
We did not give much offensive push
until the last 10 minutes, but we had
the ball down there a few times. We
are going to keep building on that,”
Coach Michewicz said.

Raider PAL Grid Kids Win
Four of Five Games on 9/11
The Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL

opened its 2011 football season with
victories in four of its five games
against Summit on September 11 at
the Scotch Plains Fanwood (SPF)
High School field.

The opening day, which was well
attended, was also marked by the re-
membrance of the 10-year anniver-
sary of the September 11, 2001 terror-
ist attacks. A former SPF High and
PAL player, Joe Ellis (class of 2008),
was home for leave in his role as a
military police officer. Ellis, in his full
uniform, performed each pre-game
coin toss for all five of the games.

A moment of silence was held while
fans were handed small American
flags. Each of the five SPF PAL teams
also charged on to the field carrying
an American flag.

The fourth grade E team, guided
by head coach Vic DiFrancesco,
opened with a four touchdown to

three touchdown victory. Total points
are not calculated on the E level in the
New Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League.

The D team (5th Grade), spear-
headed by head coach Luke Fugett,
followed with a 19-14 victory, one
that came with a touchdown in the
final two minutes against the Summit
Hilltoppers. The Raiders continued
to roll as the C team (6th grade),
which is led by head coach Chris
Aversa, crushed Summit, 32-0.

The A team (8th grade), steered by
head coach Paul Belford, took apart
Summit, 28-14. Summit managed its
lone victory of the day with a 34-20
decision over the B team, (7th grade),
which is coached by head skipper
Shawn Johnson.

Scotch Plains Fanwood continues
its NJSYFL league play with a match-
up with Richmond of Staten Island
this Sunday.

“I think we did pretty good for the
first game of the season. There is
always room for improvement, but it
was a good start,” said Salituro, who
added, “They [Cranford] are very
aggressive in the back.”

The Raiders will face Westfield
today, September 15, at 4 p.m. in
Westfield, while the Cougars will have
a showdown game with rival AL
Johnson on Tuesday, September 20,
at 4 p.m. in Clark.
Cranford 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1

Probitas Verus Honos

Probitas Verus Honos

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct  
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

Embraced by a lovely property with shade giving trees, this 
classic Westfield Colonial glows with hardwood floors, tra-
ditional  moldings, custom built-ins, sun-catching windows 
and lyrical archways. The charming foyer invites you to 
enter this home. Just beyond, the living room with fireplace 
framed by bookcases flows to the formal dining room with 
chair rail and to the kitchen with breakfast area & powder 
room. Enlivened by sunshine, the den complements the first 
floor. Welcoming your family, the second floor offers nicely 
sized bedrooms, one full bath & one half bath and an of-
fice. A basement rec room, deep backyard with patio and a 
near everything location enhance the allure of this home. 
Presented for $595,000.  

2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

Owned and Operated by NRT LLC, www.cbmoves.com/westfieldwest

Westfield, West Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
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CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on Septem-
ber 7, 2011, adopted the following resolu-
tions for applications decided at the Au-
gust 1, 2011, August 15, 2011 and August
18, 2011 meetings.

PB 10-16(V) ACL Real Estate (USA)
LLC, 50 Cardinal Drive, Block 1701, Lot
7. Applicant sought preliminary and final
major site plan approval with variances to
install a free standing sign in front of the
building and a delivery sign at the rear of
the building. Applicant sought variance
relief from the following sections of the
Land Use Ordinance:

§16.04F3c - Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum sign area of 10 square feet. Pro-
posed was 27 square feet.

§16.04F3e - Ordinance restricts the hori-
zontal or vertical dimension of the sign to
not exceed 6 feet. Proposed was a hori-
zontal dimension of 6 feet, 10 inches.

§16.04Q1 - Concerning the delivery sign,
ordinance requires that the Board to de-
cide on the necessity of such signage.

Application approved with conditions.

PB 11-06(V) Palmiro Ferraro, Inc. 14
Elm Street, Block 3116, Lots 2, 3 & 4.
Applicant sought preliminary and final
major site plan approval with variances to
construct a three-story building and to reno-
vate and reconstruct a single story struc-
ture for use as a restaurant and associated
office space. Applicant sought variance
relief from the following sections of the
Land Use Ordinance:

§17.02C7r - Ordinance requires 146 off
street parking spaces. Proposed were no
off street parking spaces.

§16.04Elb - Ordinance requires a sign
height at the main entrance of 11 feet.
Proposed was 13 feet 6 inches.

§16.04E - Ordinance allows one sign,
Proposed were 4.

§11.25E3 - Ordinance requires a rear
yard setback of 20 feet. Proposed was no
rear yard setback.

Application approved with conditions.

PB 10-07(V) Mark Angelo, 1053 Pros-
pect, Block 201, Lot 20. Applicant sought
minor subdivision approval with variances
to allow the subdivision of the existing
property into three (3) residential building
lots. The existing house will be removed
and three (3) new single-family houses are
proposed to be built on the new lots. Appli-
cant sought variance relief from the follow-
ing sections of the Land Use Ordinance:

§11.05E2 - Ordinance requires 16,000
square feet of lot area within 178 feet of lot
depth. Proposed was 15,915 square feet
of lot area within 178 feet of lot depth for
proposed lots 20.01 & 20.02 and 15, 916
square feet of lot area within 178 feet of lot
depth for proposed lot 20.03.

§11.05E2 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot width of 90 feet. Proposed was a
lot width of 89.46 feet for the three pro-
posed lots.

§11.05E3 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot frontage of 90 feet. Proposed was
a lot frontage of 89.56 feet for the three
proposed lots.

Application denied.
Kris McAloon

Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 9/15/11, The Leader Fee: $65.79

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Service of Process

by Publication
State Of North Carolina
County of Mecklenburg

In the General Court of Justice
District Court Division

File # 11cvd9408
Sonia Mccrum v. James P. Mccrum

To : James P. Mccrum
Take notice that pleading seeking relief

against you has been filed in the above
Court in the above-entitled action.  The
nature of the relief being sought is an
absolute divorce. You may respond to
such pleading within 30 days. Upon your
failure to do so, the party seeking service
against you will apply to the Court for the
relief sought. This the 28th day of July,
2011.

David Hands, Esq,
HANDS LAW OFFICE, PLLC

3558 NORTH DAVIDSON STREET
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 28205

(704) 248-7976
3 T - 09/01, 09/08
& 08/15/11, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH
INTRODUCTION OF

ORDINANCE 11-09-02
 AND PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance 11-09-02 was introduced by
the Board of Health of the Borough of
Fanwood on  September 1, 2011.

Copies of this ordinance can be ob-
tained without cost at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall, 75 N. Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
NJ between the hours of 8AM and 4PM,
Monday thru Friday and Thursday Evening
5PM thru 8PM.

The purpose of this ordinance is “AN
ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND
AMENDING CHAPTER 300, ANIMALS,
ARTICLE II”

Public hearing and adoption of this ordi-
nance will be held on December 1, 2011.

Colleen M. Huehn, Secretary
Fanwood Board of Health

1 T - 9/15/11, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional.  This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Coded Systems; 608
Highway 71, Spring Lake Heights, New
Jersey 07762

SERVICES: Recodification of Township
Code (Resolution No. 2011-137)

TIME PERIOD: tbd
AMOUNT: nte $35,000
DATE: August 16, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 9/15/11, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, September 26, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, to hear the Application submitted
for Minor Subdivision and Variance Ap-
provals (Section 23-3.11: off-street park-
ing – 24 spaces required for proposed Lot
B, 16 provided on proposed Lot B) and
such other variances, relief and/or waivers
that may be required upon an analysis of
the plans and testimony at the Public Hear-
ing for the Application submitted by the
Applicant/Owner, 445 Terrill Road LLC, for
the property located at 445 Terrill Road,
Block 203, Lot  3 on the Tax Map of the
Township of Scotch Plains. The Applicant
is proposing a zero lot line subdivision to
separate the Advance Auto Parts portion
of the building from the remaining retail
space. The subdivision will separate the
site into two new tax lots. There is no
construction or alterations to the existing
developed site proposed as part of this
Application. The property in question is
located in the B-2 Zone.

All interested persons may appear and
be heard regarding this Application at the
Public Hearing. The file pertaining to this
Application is in the office of the Planning
Board which is located at 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey and is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal office hours.

STEPHEN F. HEHL, ESQ.
Hehl & Hehl, P.C.

Attorneys for the Applicant
1 T - 9/15/11, The Times Fee: $35.70

PUBLIC NOTICE
PLANNING BOARD

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on Mon-
day, September 26, 2011, at 7:30 pm in
Council Chambers in the Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains to the
application of Elise Konadu, 1595 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains (Scotch
Plains Academy) for Change of Use and
Waiver of Site Plan who proposes to relo-
cate the daycare/nursery school to 1765-
1767 East Second Street, Block 1102, Lot
1, B-2 Zone.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during normal office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
1 T - 9/15/11, The Times Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled a Special
Meeting for the purpose of a Special Work-
shop Meeting, which will include a
Shackamaxon Public Forum, for
THRUSDAY, September 15, 2011.

The Executive Session will begin at 7:00
p.m. with the Shackamaxon Public Forum
scheduled for 8:00 p.m. and be held in the
Council Chambers Meeting Room of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services must notify the ADA
Coordinator of the Township of Scotch
Plains at least seventy-two (72) hours in
advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 9/15/11, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance of which the following is a copy was
introduced, read and passed on first reading by the Westfield  Board of Health at a regular
meeting held on September 12, 2011. The Board of Health will further consider the same
for final passage on  October 3, 2011. The meeting will be held in the Council Conference
Room of the Westfield  Municipal Building located at 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at which time and place members of the public will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning said ordinance.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #100
AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY RANGES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #99 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for Officers

and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective as of January 1, 2010.

Job Title Salary Range
Regional Health Officer $90,000 — $133,000
Public Health Nursing Supervisor $69,000 — $80,000
Principal REHS $69,000 — $80,000

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after Final Passage and publication

according to law.
1 T - 9/15/11, The Leader Fee: $54.06

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
August 16, 2011. Copies of this ordinance
can be obtained without cost in the Town
Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town Hall,
425 E. Broad Street, Westfield, New Jer-
sey during regular business hours.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1982

“AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION,” AR-
TICLE V, “FINANCE & TAXA-
TION,” ESTABLISHING SEC.
2-57 “THIRD-PARTY PAY-
ROLL DISBURSEMENT”

Summary:  This ordinance authorizes
the use of a payroll service to prepare
payment documentation, take possession
of Town funds, and make such disburse-
ments itself on behalf of the Town of
Westfield pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et
seq.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on September 27, 2011 at 8:00 p.m. or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 9/15/11, The Leader Fee: $32.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE TOWN CLERK OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
ON TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2011
AT 10:00 A.M. PREVAILING TIME AT
THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY FOR THE RENTAL OF EQUIP-
MENT USED IN THE COLLECTION OF
LEAVES FROM THE STREETS, WALK-
WAYS, AND PARKING LOTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD.

EQUIPMENT TO BE RENTED ON AN
HOURLY BASIS WITH OPERATOR, OR
AN ELAPSED TIME BASIS, WITHOUT
OPERATOR, INCLUDES TRACTOR
TRAILERS, DUMP TRUCKS, AND RUB-
BER TIRED FRONT END LOADERS.

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK OR BID BOND
MADE PAYABLE TO THE TREASURER
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, IN THE
AMOUNT OF TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS
($200.00) TO INSURE EXECUTION OF
THE CONTRACT.   (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-21)
EACH BID MUST ALSO BE ACCOMPA-
NIED BY A SURETY COMPANY CER-
TIFICATE STATING THAT SAID SURETY
COMPANY WILL PROVIDE THE BIDDER
WITH THE REQUIRED PERFORMANCE
BOND IN THE FULL AMOUNT OF THE
CONTRACT (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-22), BY A
NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND A
CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, STATEMENT OF OWNER-
SHIP, ON THE FORMS INCLUDED IN
AND EXPLAINED IN THE CONTRACT
DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE, WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL
BIDS AND TO WAIVE ANY INFORMAL-
ITY, IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN,
IT IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. McALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 9/15/11, The Leader Fee: $60.69

County Moves Closer to
Implementing Burner Deal

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Union County on August
25 moved closer to implementing an eight-
year extension of the lease with Covanta
Energy to the year 2031 for the county’s
waste-to-energy incinerator in Rahway.

The Board of Chosen Freeholders
adopted, by a vote of 8-0, on the second
and final reading, an ordinance for a
limited deficiency agreement for the $225
million of bonded debt on the incinera-
tor. Freeholder Dan Sullivan, the new
interim executive director of the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA), the
management entity for the burner, did not
vote on the ordinance or a related ordi-
nance that was introduced by the board
giving the UCUA the go-ahead to amend
agreements with local towns.

The original agreement, signed in 1998,
was to have extended through 2023. Four-
teen of the county’s 21 municipalities
have agreements with the UCUA. The
UCUA will now go back to each of those
towns to garner extensions of their con-
tracts through 2031.

Jonathan Williams, special counsel to
the UCUA, said these towns that sign
the extensions would receive a $12 per
ton reduction in their tipping fee to dump
at the incinerator, which will be retroac-
tive to January 1 of this year. In addi-
tion, the seven towns that do not have
agreements will be eligible for $3-per-
ton reductions based on their total an-
nual tonnage of solid waste as part of
grants to be issued by the UCUA. Those
towns currently pay $97 per ton at the
burner compared to $68 for towns that
have contracts with the UCUA.

The 14 Union County towns that have
contracts are Elizabeth, Cranford,
Garwood, Hillside, Kenilworth, Linden,
Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit, Union and Winfield.
Berkeley Heights, Clark, Fanwood,
Mountainside, New Providence, Scotch
Plains and Westfield do not have long-
term deals with the UCUA. During the
public hearing on the limited deficiency
agreement, Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son said according to his estimates based
on information he received from the county
from an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request he placed with the county, the
projected savings to the county’s ratepayers
disappears by the year 2024. “The
ratepayers…pay an additional $8 million,”
he said. By 2024, he said, tipping fees may
increase by an additional $55 to $110 a ton
and eventually rise to $200 to $300 per ton
to towns with contracts.

“That’s based on your calculations,
correct?” inquired Freeholder Chair-
woman Deborah Scanlon.

“No. That’s based on fact. That’s based
on the amortization tables I received from
Union County,” Mr. Paterson said.

In response, Mr. Williams said the $12
reduction in tipping fees would be “pre-
served” for contract towns “for each and
every year through 2031.” He said an-
other $2 million per year would be given
to the county through 2031 “for direct
taxpayer relief.”

He said the “prices are not going to

escalate” to the levels noted by Mr. Pater-
son, adding that the $12 reduction is
going to be “locked in per contract.” He
said the debt service on the incinerator
“will be paid one way or another by
Covanta.” Starting in 2026 Covanta will
be required to provide 50 percent of the
gross revenue from the waste-to-energy
facility to the UCUA.

Mr. Williams added that the UCUA had
to renegotiate the lease after state officials
declined to support the initial proposal to
extend the lease through 2045. He said, as
part of the renegotiated lease agreement,
the county now would be “obligated to
replenish the debt service insurance fund”
should Covanta fail to make those pay-
ments. He said the UCUA believes the
financial risk to the county would be mini-
mal.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president of
the Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion, said she sees the $2 million being
given to county government and being
advertised as “tax relief” as a press photo
opportunity for the freeholders.

“I have an issue with that,” Mrs. Renna
said. “They (municipalities) are only get-
ting one side of this commercial. They
don’t have the resources to hire someone
to give them a different opinion on (the)
tax relief” that Mr. Williams explained.
Mr. Williams added that the UCUA would
offer an additional 100,000 tons of capac-
ity at the Rahway incinerator to other
towns and counties in New Jersey at a rate
of $63 per ton.

In other business, the board also adopted
a $49.6-million bond ordinance for the
county’s capital improvement program by
a vote of 9-0. Among those projects in-
cluded are $15.9 million to implement the
Union County Parks Master Plan. Included
in the plan are the first phase of the Oak
Ridge Park master plan and infrastructure
and course improvements at Ash Brook
Golf Course in Scotch Plains and Gallop-
ing Hill Golf Course in Kenilworth.

 Also included are $1.3 million for
improvements at the Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools; renovation of classrooms
at the sheriff’s office’s canine facility
along with other improvements at just
under $700,000; nearly $5 million for
renovations and equipment purchases
for Union County College campuses
and $3.5 million for road, intersection,
bridge and culvert projects in the county.

“Years ago, 2005, 2004, it was around
$33 million, $36 million (for the capital
budget). It keeps climbing up there,” Mr.
Paterson said. “The spending just keeps
going on.”

Finance department officials said the
ordinance would place the county’s debt
at $561 million.

“In 10 years our debt has nearly tripled,”
said Mr. Paterson, noting debt was $200
million a decade ago. “In the next 10
years, if debt triples again, we are looking
at close to $2 billion in debt.”

Also approved by the freeholders was
an increase of $146,924 for a total con-
tract of $3.7 million to Turco Golf, Inc.
of Suffern, N.Y. for development of the
Ponderosa Park in Scotch Plains. The
company was hired to install soccer
fields, a driveway, parking lot, restrooms,
water park and pedestrian bridge at the
former Ponderosa Farm property on
Cooper Road.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting, PA,
Clifton, New Jersey

SERVICES: amending Res. No. 2011-
72 Preparation of Redevelopment Plan

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
AMOUNT: additional $6,456 (total

amount to date $20,756)
DATE: September 6, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 9/15/11, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting, PA,
Clifton, New Jersey

SERVICES: Amendment to the Rede-
velopment Plan (Resolution No. 2011-150)

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
AMOUNT: nte $3,200
DATE: September 6, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 9/15/11, The Times Fee: $17.35

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MEETING DATE CHANGED

The Board of Trustees of the Westfield
Memorial Library has rescheduled its Sep-
tember 22, 2011 regular meeting to Mon-
day, September 26, 2011. The Board will
meet in Tech Services of the Library lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street, Westfield.
The meeting is still at 8 p.m. The public is
welcome to attend.
1 T - 9/15/11, The Leader Fee: $12.75

Taking Care of Trees Now
Saves Headache Later On

Trees are wonderful to look at and
provide environmental benefits, but
many home and property owners often
take them for granted, without perform-
ing the necessary maintenance.

As we witnessed during through the
recent hurricane and stormy season, trees
can come down with devastating conse-
quences. The insurance industry esti-
mates annual tree-related losses to be
between $3 to $5 billion nationwide.
Trees that do not receive the proper
maintenance or should have been previ-
ously removed are consequently the
most likely to fall during severe weather.

With the recent passage of Hurricane
Irene through Union County and an
aggressive hurricane season in motion
through November, now is a good time
to perform an assessment of trees that
impact your property, and take the proper
steps to protect your family and your
investment.

Even if you aren’t familiar with all the
species of trees or lack any knowledge
of maintenance, there are some basic
tips you can follow to assess them:

Examine the bottom of the tree for
any cracks or gaps in the soil at the base
that could cause a break in the root
system; look up at the branches from
different angles, and if necessary, use
binoculars; look for cracks or breaks in
the branches to where it comes off the
trunk; call a New Jersey-certified tree
expert or an International Society of
Arboriculture certified arborist to in-

spect your trees. You may go to
treesaregood.com for certified arborists.

The Rutgers Cooperative Extension
maintains free educational publications
that can guide you through planting and
some maintenance, as well as to hire a
tree professional. The link is
njaes.rutgers.edu/garden/

While in most cases you are respon-
sible for hiring a private contractor to
either prune or remove trees on your
property, the exceptions are for trees on
your property that are closest to govern-
ment roads/property, including roads and
parks.

The County of Union’s Bureau of
Shade Tree and Conservation is respon-
sible for the maintenance of trees that
line county roads and in county parks. It
is their job to remove and maintain these
trees, and if you live on a county road
and have a tree on the front of your
property that is close to the road and
requires work, please feel free to contact
the Bureau at (908) 789-3660.

The Bureau maintains approximately
15,000 trees along county roads and
thousands more in county parks. Every
year the bureau has planted more than
one- for- one to keep the county roads
tree-lined.

Your municipality is responsible for
the maintenance of trees that line mu-
nicipal roads. If you have a tree that is
close to a municipal road or property
and requires maintenance or removal,
please contact your local town or City
Hall for assistance.

A little maintenance now may save
you a lot of headache and heartache
later. Why wait for another storm to
come before you start? Your life and
property could depend on it.

Freeholder Chairman
Deborah Scanlon, Union

GARAGE SALE

Garage Sale at 647 Lawnside
Place in Westfield on Saturday
9/17 starting at 9AM. Books, toys,
Pokemon cards, bed frame, and
other assorted household items.

ACURA FOR SALE

2002 RSX- 2 DOOR, BLACK EXT,
BLACK INT, AUTO, AC, POWER
WINDOWS, 63500 MLS,
EXCELLENT CONDITION $9,900

CALL (908) 868-2289

WESTFIELD GARAGE SALE

5 Floral Court, Sat 9/17
8 AM - 2 PM

(Central Ave or Rahway Ave to
Grove St to Floral Ct) Clothing,
lamps, decorative items,etc.
NO Earlybirds, thank you.

GARAGE SALE

SUNDAY, SEPT 18TH, 8A-3P
804 COOLIDGE ST

WESTFIELD, NJ
MISC. HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

AND TOYS

DRIVER NEEDED

Scotch Plains family needs female
driver to transport sophomore
home from Route 22 high school
and run errands several days a
week. Safe/reliable driver with car
and NJ license. Flexible hours/
must be available by 2:45 most
days. HS seniors welcome. For
info, call (908) 756-3323 after 6pm.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS

Occupational Therapists for
Sundance Rehabilitation. Full-time
occupational therapy positions
available in geriatric settings in
Westfield, NJ and Warren, NJ. OTR
license is required or license eli-
gible. Contact Michele Joiner at
(888) 426-5430 or by e-mail
michele.joiner@sunh.com. EOE.

GARAGE SALE - 9/17/11

861 Summit Ave, Westfield
9A-2P, Rain date: 9/18

Antique oak furniture, antique baby
grand piano (excellent condition),
kids bicycles, kids toys, etc.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean your
house, leave it to us. You have
better things to do. We’re a reliable
couple with excellent references.

(862) 307-3481

Available to clean houses,
offices and apartments.

5 yrs cleaning experience,
own trans. & equipment.

References available.
(908) 361-0453

FERNANDO’S CLEANING

TUTORING TEACHER

Enthusiastic Local Teacher
NJ Certified: Elementary K-5

5-8 Language Arts
Special Education

Contact: (732) 221-9719 or
Alainamonica@yahoo.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE

HoneyBaked Ham in Watchung:
duties include phones, food prep,
counter work, and some deliveries.
Must be at least 18 years old and
have a car for deliveries. Ask for
Kate or Mike at (908) 755-2200 or
apply in person.

PROJECT ANALYST

G4S Technology brings
innovative, flexible and cost-
efficient thinking to the design,
construction and maintenance of
stand-alone or integrated
communication networks and
security systems. For nearly two
decades, G4S Technology has
offered commercial, industrial and
governmental clients an efficient
single point of contact for all their
project issues. A trusted partner
to customers and suppliers around
the world, G4S Technology takes
great pride in delivering
outstanding technology, superior
control and a great return on
investment.
We currently have a job opening
for a Project Analyst. For more
information, and to view other job
openings, please visit the
company’s website at
www.g4stechnology.com .
Please include the job posting
number of the job you are applying
for.
G4S Technology offers an
attractive, competitive
compensation plan, an
outstanding comprehensive
benefits package, and significant
opportunity for professional growth
and advancement in the rapidly
expanding security/
telecommunications industry. We
strongly encourage inquires from
qualified women and minority
candidates. While interest from all
applicants for employment with
G4S Technology is genuinely
appreciated, we can respond only
to those candidates with the
qualifications closest to job
requirements. For confidential
consideration, email cover letter
and resume to
careers.g4stechnology@usa.g4s.com.
No phone calls please.
An Equal Opportunity Employer

EOE/M/F/D/V

WF’s Kronick Named
‘Player of the Week’
LANCASTER, PA – Johns

Hopkins freshman Hannah Kronick
of Westfield, a forward on the Blue
Jays’ eighth-ranked women’s soc-
cer team, has been named the Cen-
tennial Conference Co-Offensive
Player of the Week. Kronick shared
the honor with Gettysburg’s Rachel
West after leading Johns Hopkins to
a 2-0 start.

Kronick got her career off to a
quick start as she scored three goals
and added one assist in the two Johns
Hopkins’ victories last weekend in
the JHU Invitational. She scored two
goals and added one assist in a 5-1
win over RPI in the season opener
and then netted the game-winning
goal in overtime of a 3-2 win over
Carnegie Mellon. Her three goals
currently lead the team, which her
seven points are tied for the team-
lead.

SPF Soccer Continues
Middle School Challenge

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Soc-
cer Association (SPFSA) will con-
tinue the SPFSA Middle School Soc-
cer Challenge – a 10-week program
created to replace the playing and
training time lost to 7th and 8th grade
student athletes after the cancellation
of the Terrill Middle School and Park
Middle School soccer programs.

The Challenge is open to all 7th
and 8th Grade students (public, pri-
vate and parochial school students)
residing in the Scotch Plains
Fanwood School District. Directed
by long-time local soccer coach Mike
Walch, the multifaceted program will
feature: Masters Mondays Skills
Training and Friday Night Lights
Games.

Online registration is open at
www.scotchplainsfanwoodsoccer.com.
The program is expected to begin on
Monday, September 19. The fee is
$75 for children currently enrolled in
SPFSA programs and $100 for non-
SPFSA players.

More Sports News

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a gen. comp.  plan.
Supplement your income through
partnering with one of the leading
personal care and nutritional
companies recognized across the
globe. Work from home at your
own pace. Training provided.
Contact Info: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

NURSE AIDE OR CNA CLASSES

Starting October 25th for morning
classes HOME HEALTH AIDE or
CHHA starting September 26 for
evenings. CNA starting Septem-
ber 21st for evenings.

Call Humane Concepts at
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

goleader.com/classifieds
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘Apollo 18’
Count it Out

1 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Gonzalo López-Gallego’s
“Apollo 18,” a purported exposé ex-
plaining why the U.S. never revisited
the moon after Apollo 17, had me
miffed. Why is it that folks are for-
ever discovering film footage of a
conspiratorial nature, whereas no one
ever finds some sort of lost document
proving that I am in fact the true heir
to a European throne?

It pretty much works in reverse for
celebrities who contend they were
someone else in a previous life. They
were never Max, a poor shoemaker in
Minsk. Nope, dollars to donuts they
were Attila the Hun or some other
historical figure. Sensationalism sells.
And let’s face it. Some people just
like to be bamboozled. Our economy
pretty much depends on it.

Hence, a mere film critic with no
royal lineage—at least not yet - I
trudged to work and ventured a look
at this latest entry in the faux footage
genre. But right from the get-go it’s
apparent that neither the director nor
the Weinstein Company behind him
was playing this charade all the way.
And it just doesn’t work if you don’t
really believe it’s true.

Artistically, parts of the sham are
rather impressive. While NASA buffs
could easily pick apart a slew of in-
consistencies, to the layperson the
jargon and sociology surrounding the
three astronauts picked for this hush,
hush mission to the moon is convinc-
ing enough. But then, acceding to
that is essentially an outer space ver-
sion of humming the scenery.

The thing is, it’s supposed to suck
you deep enough into its bogus atmo-
sphere so it can then launch its sec-
ond stage and turn into a horror
film...but without ever admitting it.
In this regard, I confess to lift-off on
one particularly surprising
occasion…sort of a lunar version of
the cat jumping on the window sill
and making the shade wind clatter-
ingly.

Otherwise, rather wound myself in
spoilsport mode, ever vigilant of what
hocus-pocus might be perpetrated on
me, my concentration was on the
process. It is filmed well…a combi-
nation of black and white and color
frames perhaps purchased wholesale
at the film store if, alas, not found. If
it were salvaged, it sure was kept in
good condition.

And yeah, the reason there’s so
much of it and shot from so many
angles is, of course, because docu-
mentation from multiple cameras was
deemed necessary for this Defense
Department operation. It reminds me
of the explanation one pundit gave

when asked how they broadcast the
first moon landing: The camera crew
went up a week before to set up.

In any case, strip “The Emperor’s
New Clothes” ploy from the produc-
tion and it’s pretty much your usual
outer space adventure yarn, only less.
Once on the mass of green cheese,
our guys make a few scary discover-
ies. And naturally that leads to lots of
consternation, cursing, occasional
screaming and, you’ll be proud to
know, much valiant endeavor.

Point of disclosure: I don’t much
care for conspiracies, fictional or ac-
tual. It’s a creepy subject and, more
often than not, unfeasible. Have you
ever tried to get five pals together for
lunch, let alone convince a whole
government agency to stay mum on a
secret sojourn to the moon? But to
iterate, there’s bunches of people who
thrive on believing lies.

It’s part of the P.T. Barnum thing
about a sucker being born every
minute. What Mr. Barnum under-
stood better than most is that, despite
their better judgment, humans want
to think there’s more to things than
there really is. And so, even with
modern science working at break-
neck speed to address that yearning,
the mythical tale is alive and well.

But lovers of a good conspiracy
need be careful if they wish to main-
tain their integrity and consistency as
full-fledged believers in life’s big
backroom deal. They’ll need to pick
and choose. I mean, if they subscribe
to the theory that Apollo 11 really
took place on a Hollywood sound
stage, it would take some nutty ratio-
nalization to also buy into this.

The other film consumer we have
to protect is the horror fiend. Because
perhaps there just isn’t enough lurid-
ness in the news, and movie compa-
nies simply can’t pump out enough
blood, guts and devastation to please
them, they might resort to “Apollo
18” for a temporary fix, even if they
don’t buy into the premise. They’ll
be disappointed.

My screen door test affirms it. Af-
ter I see a real bloodcurdler, there is
an eerie quietness in my backyard,
allowing me to hear every little sound
as I walk up the driveway: leaves
rustle, a dog barks in the distance, an
unseen animal scrambles in the un-
derbrush. But most telling is if the
screen door creaks. Then the movie
was really scary. No creak here.

…
 “Apollo 18,” rated PG-13, is a

Weinstein Company release directed
by Gonzalo López -Gallego and stars
Warren Christie, Lloyd Owen and
Ryan Robbins. Running time: 88
minutes

Chansonettes Of WF Begin
Rehearsal; Seek Members

WESTFIELD - The Chansonettes
of Westfield seeks new voices as they
begin rehearsing for their winter con-
cert tour entitled “Holiday Magic.”
The group is currently looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends.

The group will be performing this
December at several locations includ-
ing The Chelsea at Fanwood, Spring
Meadows in Summit, Chelsea War-
ren and Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal. The program will feature songs
celebrating the magic of the winter
holidays including “Jingle Bells
Through the Ages,” “A Merry
Magdrigal,” “It’s a Hanukkah Song,”
and “Calypso Noel.”

The Chansonettes, an all women’s
singing group in existence for over
60 years, performs a holiday concert
series in December and a spring con-
cert series in May of each year. The
women rehearse once a week on
Wednesday nights at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield located on
Mountain Avenue under the direc-
tion of Jean Schork and accompa-
nied by Mel Freda.

Anyone needing more informa-
tion regarding upcoming concerts,
interested in joining the group or
booking a future concert may call
Presidents, Jackie Costello at (908)
789-5819 or Amy Herrington at
(908) 317-5910.

Help WF Community Band
Win $25,000 Grant

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band is in the running
for a $25,000 Pepsi Refresh Grant.
It is hoped that both band members
and the community can use the
money to continue funding the band
for many more years of enjoyment.

But before the band and the com-
munity can celebrate, the help of
the entire Westfield community is
needed. Go to the Pepsi Refresh
website at refresheverything.com
and search for the Westfield Com-
munity Band and vote! Recast your
vote everyday.

The Westfield Community Con-
cert Band is among the longest
standing community bands in the
United States with continual play-
ing since 1912. While its principal
role is that of an artistic music en-
semble, it does also provide a more
utilitarian role for the community
through events such as parades, the
annual Christmas tree lighting fes-
tivities and other local events.

The primary purposes for the en-
semble as an artistic ensemble are
three fold. First, the community

concert band is a non-professional
musical ensemble comprised of
adult musicians from Westfield and
neighboring communities who have
demonstrated both a strong interest
and proficiency as instrumental mu-
sicians as well as a great interest in
continuing to enjoy and improve
their musical skills through perfor-
mance of the highest standards.

Secondly, to preserve the rich
heritage that community bands and
quality wind band literature, both
original and transcriptions, have
long provided to communities
throughout the United State and
across the globe. Finally, to enrich,
educate, and entertain the general
public through live performances
as well as to provide a source of
cultural pride for the citizens of
Westfield. The Westfield Commu-
nity Band encourages the entire area
to help support live music in the
communities and thanks the com-
munity for its ongoing support.

For further information, please
contact the band at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

Westfield Community Band

Five Days of Fun at the UC
Fair Featuring MusicFest

UNION COUNTY – Exciting new
acts and new attractions have been
added to the annual Union County
Fair featuring MusicFest, Union
County’s five-day celebration of great
free outdoor music combined with all
the fun and flair of a traditional county
fair. Free MusicFest shows are sched-
uled on all five days of the Union
County Fair, from Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14, to Sunday, September 18,
at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.

The MusicFest headliner this year
is Blondie, the pop powerhouse fronted
by golden-voiced Deborah Harry, per-
forming on Saturday night. Other high-
lights include Live’s Ed Kowalczyk
and Collective Soul on Friday night,
Mike Peters of The Alarm and Neon
Trees on Saturday, and New Jersey
and local bands performing through-
out the five-day event.

Also in the lineup are cult favorites
Toad the Wet Sprocket, New Jersey’s
own Nicole Atkins and the Black
Sea, and the amazing Paul Rodgers,
voice of the legendary rock band Bad
Company.

Sunday is New Jersey Family Day at
the County Fair, with a full slate of New
Jersey and local performers on all stages

including The Smithereens featuring
Union County’s own Pat DiNizio, a
Springsteen tribute by School of Rock
All-Stars, and headliner Southside
Johnny and the Asbury Jukes.

Also part of the Jersey Day festivi-
ties is the Classic Car Show featuring
the famed Batmobile.

This year, MusicFest also features
up-and-coming young local musi-
cians from the School of Rock on
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Carnival rides, food and craft ven-
dors, displays by local businesses,
Kid’s Kingdom child-friendly mu-
sic, activities and crafts, and a “Green
Village” for fun environmental edu-
cation and art round out the attrac-
tions, along with the Hell on Wheels
BMX daredevils.

The Green Village includes eye-
popping recycled art, educational dis-
plays, and the DJ Lab featuring a
dance floor illuminated with high
efficiency LED lights.

The Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County will host a large tent
packed with fun and informative ac-
tivities including a free rain barrel
raffle, cooking demonstrations, gar-
dening tips, children’s workshops and
the Second Annual Harvest Contest.

All entries in the Harvest Contest
get a participation ribbon, and prizes
go to the heaviest tomato, heaviest
zucchini, strangest looking vegetable,
best character made from vegetables,
and best quick bread.

For all Union County Fair infor-
mation including MusicFest and in-
structions for entering the Harvest
Contest, visit theucfair.org,
ucmusicfest.org, or facebook.com/
musicfest, or follow ucnjmusicfest
on Twitter.

Teen Arts Exhibit on Display
At Les Malamut Gallery

UNION – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is
pleased to announce that the 2011
Teen Arts Traveling Exhibit is on
display at Les Malamut Gallery lo-
cated in the lower level of the Union
Public Library, 1980 Morris Avenue
in Union. The art work is on display
through October 14 during regular
library hours. For more information
on the gallery, please visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com.

The exhibit consists of 53 pieces
of art selected from more than 700
visual art works shown at the 2011

Union County Teen Arts Festival
held in March at Union County Col-
lege in Cranford. The annual event
is administered by the Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal.

For information about the Teen
Arts program, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth 07202; telephone (908) 558-
2550. NJ Relay service users should
call 711 or email
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Meet and Greet With Author
Kevin “Moon” Mullin

WESTFIELD - The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a Meet
and Greet with Kevin “Moon”
Mullin, author of “Student Athletes,
A Guide for the Future” on Satur-
day, September 17, from 2-4 p.m.

Mr. Mullin is the CEO of LEAP
Executive Consulting, a manage-
ment consulting firm specializing in
leadership effectiveness coaching.
Many principles of leadership that
Mr. Mullin teaches his executive cli-
ents have their roots in his accom-
plished student athletic career. Mr.
Mullin was drafted by the NBA’s
Boston Celtics and went on to play
professional basketball in Europe.

Playing for Hall of Fame basket-
ball coach Pete Carril at Princeton
University, he was named All-
American Honorable Mention, All
Ivy League, and was the leading
scorer in the 1984 NCAA basket-
ball tournament. In the history of
the Ivy League, the player to score
the most points in an NCAA Tour-
nament game not named Bill Brad-

ley is Princeton University’s Kevin
“Moon” Mullin.

In his book, Mr. Mullin shares his
timeless and universal lessons from
his accomplished student athletic
career to help student athletes make
good decisions and charter their
course for the future. He is a dy-
namic and gifted public speaker.
Mr. Mullin delivers high impact,
motivational speaking engagements
around the country for student ath-
letes, parents, coaches, and men-
tors. He is a frequent speaker at
high schools, colleges, and univer-
sities. He has also worked with stu-
dent athletes as a high school bas-
ketball coach in public and private
schools.

Meet Kevin Mullin at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East
Broad Street in Westfield (corner of
East Broad and Elmer Streets). If
you are unable to attend this event,
feel free to call The Town Book
Store at (908) 233-3535 to reserve
an autographed copy.

‘Adopt-A-Trail’ Orientation
At Trailside Announced

MOUNTAINSIDE – A meeting for
new Trail Stewards who would like
to “adopt” a section of hiking or
bridle trail is scheduled for Saturday,
September 24, at 8:30 a.m. At that
meeting, potential trail stewards will
be introduced to the Adopt-A-Trail
(AAT) Program and may obtain a
trail assignment. AAT participants
are required to adopt their trail for a
period of at least two years.

Immediately following the orien-
tation meeting for new participants,
the general meeting for all Trail Stew-
ards will be held from 10:45 a.m. to 1
p.m. Topics to be discussed will in-
clude: An update on the new six-mile
History Trail; Reports from farther
afield; Invasive Plant Management;
Maintenance “How-To’s” and other
subjects of interest.

Trail Stewards are expected to re-
move litter, do minor pruning, clear
drainage pipes of debris and re-mark
trails as needed. All Adopt-A-Trail
participants must attend an orienta-
tion meeting and a “general” meeting
each year as well as complete and
submit quarterly report forms.

Both meetings will be held at
Trailside Nature and Science Center,

452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside. Light refreshments
will be provided.

The Adopt-A-Trail program was
implemented in 2001 to complement
Union County’s existing monthly
trail maintenance program. There
are approximately 26 miles of bridle
trails and more than 13 miles of
marked hiking trails that require at-
tention in the Watchung Reservation
and miles of other marked and un-
marked trails in other county parks,
including Lenape Park, Ash Brook
Reservation and Rahway River Park-
way.

Interested persons and trail users
who are not able to make a two-year
AAT commitment are encouraged
to attend one of the monthly trail
work days, usually held on the first
Saturday of the month from 9:30
a.m.-12 noon (except in January and
February). No experience is neces-
sary to help out. The next Saturday
Trail Work date is October 1.

Pre-registration for the Orienta-
tion and General AAT meetings and
Saturday Trail Work days is required.
Please call (908) 789-3683 to regis-
ter or obtain additional information.

WF Community Players
Open Season with Squabbles
WESTFIELD –Westfield Com-

munity Players opens its 2011-2012
season with the comedy, Squabbles
by Marshall Karp. The show opens
Saturday, Saturday, October 15, and
runs weekends through October 29.

This family comedy is about Abe
Dreyfus, a cantankerous senior who
lives with his daughter and son-in-
law. Mildred Sloan is an equally
irascible lady who is forced to move
in with her son and daughter-in-
law. This puts Abe and Mildred
under the same roof. These two
people enjoy each other’s company
so much that when they first met at
their children’s wedding, Mildred
threatened Abe with a knife! They
embark on a mission to drive each
other from the house, but their chil-
dren are the only ones thinking of
leaving.

The show is directed by Steve
Lemenille, of Clark, produced by
Kay Macrae, of Westfield and stage

managed by Barbara Ruban, of
Springfield. The cast features Lou
Saverese of Randolph, Debbie
Badal of Mendham, Tim McGowen
of Garwood, Ana Souilos of
Martinsville, Ken Webb of
Fanwood, Russ Ortiz of Iselin and
Linda Correll of Winfield Park.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are in-
vited to a reception with the cast
and crew immediately following the
final curtain.

The theater is located at 1000
North Avenue, Westfield. Tickets
are $20 and can be reserved by
calling the 24-hour tape (908) 232-
1221.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and heritage Affairs.

F-SP Girl Scouts Slate
Information Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Community
of Girl Scouts will hold an informa-
tional meeting for adults and girls
from kindergarten through 12th grade
interested in joining Girl Scouts. It
will take place on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 20, at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria of
Terrill Middle School, located at 1301
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

NEVER FORGET…Chief of Staff to Governor Chris Christie, Richard Bagger,
in pulpit, listens as a choir from Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield
performs at the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 9/11 Commemorative Concert
held September 10 at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

read from 1 Corinthians: 13, about
love; and Richard Bagger read those
famous words from the Statue of
Liberty, “The New Colossus” by
Emma Lazarus.

Perhaps it was the emotional oc-
casion, perhaps it was the receptive
audience, but the orchestra sounded
particularly good. The audience
seemed exceptionally involved in
the music and the readings, and
sharing the common bond of the
tragedy seemed to bring everyone,
audience and musicians alike, closer
together. It was a fitting and special
memorial to the victims and to the
enduring American spirit.

Clothing Drive Set for
October 1

SCOTCH PLAINS - Union County
Academy for Allied Health Sciences
will hold a Clothing Drive on Satur-
day, October 1, from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Accepted donations are wearable
clothing, shoes, belts, handbags, lin-
ens, stuffed toys, hard toys.

Hard toys are to be placed in a
cardboard box for easy transport.
These items will be shipped to devel-
oping countries in need. Drop-off is
at the school at 1776 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, in front of Baxel Hall.

Please clean out your closets and
support the school and countries that
need help.

If you have any questions, please
call Hilary Araujo 908-789-6451.

WSO
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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Trailside to Offer Hay Rides,
Family Fun Around Campfire

MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets are
available for autumn evening hay-
rides and fun around the campfire at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. Sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, these fun-filled au-
tumn evenings include hayrides,
songs around a campfire led by
singer Jim Rohe, hot chocolate and
marshmallows toasted over the fire.

Tickets for these popular outings
must be purchased in advance. Seat-
ing for the hayrides is limited. Rides
begin at 6:30 p.m. on the evenings
of September 30, October 7, 14, 28;
and November 4.

No tickets will be sold at the
hayrides, so please register early.
The cost is $5 for Union County
residents and $10 for out-of-county
participants.

Jim Rohe is a talented New Jer-
sey musician and storyteller who

performs at grammar schools and
festivals throughout the Garden
State and Pennsylvania. He is a sea-
soned performer whose rapport with
his audience makes each program a
special event.

Tickets can be purchased every
day from noon to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center, 452
New Providence Road,
Mountainside; or weekdays be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the
Union County Administration
Building, Department of Parks and
Community Renewal, 2nd Floor,
Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway Av-
enue in Elizabeth.

For further information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter at (908) 789-3670; or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900; or visit the Union County
website at www.ucnj.org.

Student Artwork On Display
In UCC’s Tomasulo Gallery

Multimedia work by Vincent
DeLuca, self-portrait – Chaostree

CRANFORD – From now through
October 15, the exhibition “Digital
Images: A Student Perspective” will
be on display in the Tomasulo Gal-
lery located on the first floor of the
MacKay Library on the Cranford
campus of Union County College.
This exhibition is a display of se-
lected works designed in the spring
2011 semester by Union County
College students in “Communica-
tion 212: Multimedia Development
II”.

The opening reception will be held
at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, Septem-
ber 8. The following students have
work in the exhibit: Sam Alpert of
Cranford, Vince DeLuca of Rahway,
Jose Herrera and Gerald Miranda of
Elizabeth, Pajtim Nikovic of
Kenilworth, Phillip Uhlig of
Westfield, and Juan Jacobo Yarce-
Velez of Summit.

The students produced multiple
impressive works of art. The class
achieved incredible success with
Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator
when given an endless supply of
technical advice and complete cre-
ative control in open-ended assign-
ments designed to produce indi-
vidualized results.

Over the course of the semester,
the students were given multiple
assignments to complete using any

tools they chose to employ in either
Photoshop or Illustrator. The results
were varied, unique, and
unexpected in several cases, but
always incredibly detailed and
original. From Ad-Busters to self-
portraits, the students’ assignments
were always multi-faceted, complex
and open-ended in order to have the
students learn about the programs
they were using, the way work is
done in the modern graphic design
industry, and aspects of their own
individuality. This method of
teaching was used to help them grow
into a professional level graphic
designer, and it proved to be
unequivocally successful.

Union County College’s Cranford
campus is located at 1033 Spring-
field Avenue. Gallery hours are
Monday through Thursday from 1
to 4 p.m., Tuesday through Thurs-
day from 6 to 9 p.m. and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more
information, call (908) 709-7155
or go to www.ucc.edu/go/TomArt.

WF Art Association to Host Artist
Bonelli at Meeting September 18

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Art
Association will meet and host a dem-
onstration by artist Paul Bonelli on
Sunday, September 18, from 2 – 4
p.m. This meeting is open to the pub-
lic and will be held in the Community

Room at 425 East Broad Street in
Westfield. The room has a ramp for
the disadvantaged.

Mr. Bonelli was born and raised in
northern New Jersey and now resides
in the shore region. He studied at the

College of William and Mary,
Montclair State University and most
recently at Southern Illinois
University-Carbondale, where he
earned a MFA in printmaking in 1995.

The woodcut print has been his
primary medium of expression for
the past 21 years. The artist’s work
takes inspiration from the world
around him and documents his expe-
rience of the human condition, par-
ticularly where it meets popular cul-
ture. His award winning woodcut
prints have been exhibited in numer-
ous solo and group exhibitions in his
home state, as well as other regions
around the country, and are included
in several important print collections.

In addition to his position as an
adjunct professor of art at Kean Uni-
versity in Union, and as an adjunct
assistant professor at Ocean County
College in Toms River, the artist has
demonstrated his art and techniques
at colleges and art centers around the
country and at the Printmaking Cen-
ter of New Jersey.

Paul Bonelli — Boardwalk Food

Paul Bonelli — Ecclesiastes Idle
Hands

Union County Fair
and MusicFest
 September 14 —

Sunday, September 18
***

Oak Ridge Park, Clark
Admission is free.

IN HIS MEMORY…Lukas Glasser reads a poem as his brother, Dylan, looks on at
the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 9/11 Commemorative Concert sponsored by
The Thomas Glasser Foundation held Saturday night at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield. The boys father, Thomas Glasser, lost his life in the 9/11 tragedy.

WSO 9/11 Concert Proved to be
Patriotic, Inspirational, Emotional

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra performed a
patriotic 9/11 memorial concert en-
titled “America the Brave” at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield
on Saturday. The program featured
a combination of appropriate mu-
sic and readings, and the large au-
dience was clearly moved to tears
on several occasions.

The WSO concerts always start
with the audience singing The Star
Spangled Banner, but on this
evening it seemed more meaning-
ful than usual. The “official” begin-
ning of the program was Aaron
Copland’s rousing Fanfare for the
Common Man, scored for eleven
brass instruments and percussion.

Written to stir patriotic fervor at the
beginning of WW II, it remains an
important piece of Americana by a
leading American composer.

This was followed by a work
voted by BBC listeners as “the sad-
dest music in the world” – Ameri-
can Samuel Barber’s elegiac Ada-
gio for Strings - indeed one of the
most beautiful and heart-wrench-
ing pieces of music ever written.
Growing slowly from a single line
of music, it ascends higher and
higher until the strings are virtually
screaming in anguish. After a dra-
matic pause it ebbs quietly away
leaving the listener both drained
and enriched. Its performance was
perfect for this occasion.

Beethoven’s Leonora Overture
No. 3 was next, and some might

wonder what relevance it had to the
evening.  It is an overture to
Beethoven’s only opera, Fidelio,
which is a work about freedom and
justice in stormy political times –
certainly a parallel to the ideals of
the American dream. More than just
an overture, it is a free-standing
symphonic movement full of
Beethoven’s dramatic contrasts,
both brooding and triumphant, re-
strained and impassioned.  It worked
well as a contrast to the Barber.

The first half concluded with a
lush arrangement of the song that
has come to be most associated with
9/11 – Irving Berlin’s God Bless
America.  Featured at thousands of
memorial services across the coun-
try and the world, it was sung here
first by a chorus of young people
from the Westfield schools, and later
by the entire audience, providing
the emotional high point of the
evening.  There were few dry eyes
in the house.

The final work on the program
was Czech composer Antonin
Dvorak’s famed Symphony No. 9 –
From the New World. Dvorak
worked in the United States for some
years in the late 1880s, and wrote
this large piece both as an homage
to America and as an effort to incor-
porate what he considered native
American music into the symphonic
lexicon. The result was this color-
ful, dramatic work which has been
a popular favorite ever since its
premiere in 1893.

A number of dramatic readings
were interspersed throughout the pro-
gram. Kimberly Benou, from the
Westfield United Fund, read Emily
Dickinson’s famous poem, “Follow-
ing Great Pain”; Dylan Glasser, son
of 9/11 victim Thomas Glasser, read
the touching “The Gift” - a poem by
Li-Young Lee about his father;
Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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GREEN RUSHES FOR 2 TOUCHDOWNS, CHRISTIANO 1 TD; KLIMEK, DIAZ RULE DEFENSE

Cougars Rock ALJ Crusaders in Football Home Opener, 21-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Junior Reggie Green appeared
to adjust quite well to his new
position as quarterback, and the
defense did what was expected
as the Cranford High School foot-
ball team rolled to a 21-6 victory
over the A.L. Johnson Crusaders
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
September 9.

Green was able to quickly iden-
tify the openings and gobbled up
142 yards on 17 carries, which
included touchdown (TD) runs of
eight yards and 35 yards, re-
spectively. He also had a 34-
yard sprint that helped set up his
first TD.

“I was seeing on the draw plays
that the middle was wide open.
My back, JP Christiano, did a
good job of making a hole for
me, so I could go through and
get good yardage on it,” Green
explained. “I run a lot in track,
and that helps me a lot for foot-
ball.”

Christiano, a senior tailback,
made some noise with an 18-
yard TD run for the 1-0 Cougars’
first score, which was set up by
senior Eric Garguilo’s 33-yard
punt return in the first quarter.

“We have been working a lot in
practice keeping my feet up. I
mean I tripped a little bit in pre-
season, but I got to keep my

knees high. Keep running. [Ryan]
Bryson had a really nice block
downfield. I just took it to the

outside and got to the corner,”
said Christiano, who predicted,
“There is going to be many more

like this. We are going to win a lot
of games this year.”

The Cougars finished with 209

yards rushing on 27 carries.
Green passed four times, com-
pleting one to Ryan Williamson,

which was good for two yards. He
was intercepted once. Senior run-
ning back Chris Witwick had four
carries for 32 yards, junior Jimmy
Dwyer had a nine-yard rush, and
Adham McGuire carried twice for

six yards.
The Cougars’ veteran defense,

which included linebackers Mike
Klimek and Nick Diaz – both con-
cealing their neatly trimmed
Mohawks – and defensive line-
men Chris Fulinosz and TJ Nichols
battered the Crusaders’ running
game, which totaled 65 yards on
20 carries in the first half and 37
yards on 10 carries in the second
half. Klimek and Diaz each re-
corded a pair of sacks.

“During pre-season, coach [Erik
Rosenmeier] said defense was
going to be our backbone. Last
year, we started something with
great defense. An example was
the Summit game. We were
physical. Even though we lost,”
said Klimek, who added, “They
[ALJ] had a new offense coming
in, and we had to be the back-
bone. The effort was there. We
were all on our assignments to-
day. We were killing them up
front. Controlling the line of scrim-
mage is important.”

“The defense played really well.
During practice the drill team
gave us a good look of how their
offense was going to do and how
our defense was going to capital-
ize on it. Klimek and Fulinosz did
really good,” Green added.

Concerns about the kicking
team seemed to evaporate when
sophomore Troy Kettler nailed
all three of his extra points and
the kickoffs were deep into Cru-
sader territory, but especially,
when Williamson boomed an 80-
yard punt into the Crusader end
zone in the first quarter.

After Garguilo’s 33-yard punt
return gave the Cougars posses-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING DOWN A CRUSADER…Cougars Mike Klimek, No. 57,  Anthony DaSilva, No. 34, and Nick Diaz, No. 41,
bring down Crusader running back John Caliguire. Cranford rocked ALJ, 21-6, on September 9.
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Student Artwork On Display

In UCC’s Tomasulo Gallery
CRANFORD – From now

through October 15, the exhibi-
tion “Digital Images: A Student
Perspective” will be on display in
the Tomasulo Gallery located on
the first floor of the MacKay
Library on the Cranford campus
of Union County College. This
exhibition is a display of se-
lected works designed in the
spring 2011 semester by Union
County College students in
“Communication 212: Multime-
dia Development II”.

The opening reception will be
held at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday,
September 8. The following stu-
dents have work in the exhibit:
Sam Alpert of Cranford, Vince
DeLuca of Rahway, Jose Herrera
and Gerald Miranda of Elizabeth,

Pajtim Nikovic of Kenilworth,
Phillip Uhlig of Westfield, and
Juan Jacobo Yarce-Velez of Sum-
mit.

The students produced mul-
tiple impressive works of art.
The class achieved incredible
success with Adobe Photoshop
and Illustrator when given an
endless supply of technical ad-
vice and complete creative con-
trol in open-ended assignments
designed to produce individual-
ized results.

Over the course of the
semester, the students were
given multiple assignments to
complete using any tools they
chose to employ in either
Photoshop or Illustrator. The
results were varied, unique, and
unexpected in several cases, but
always incredibly detailed and
original. From Ad-Busters to self-
portraits, the students’
assignments were always multi-
faceted, complex and open-
ended in order to have the
students learn about the
programs they were using, the
way work is done in the modern
graphic design industry, and
aspects of their own individuality.
This method of teaching was
used to help them grow into a
professional level graphic
designer, and it proved to be
unequivocally successful.

Union County College’s
Cranford campus is located at
1033 Springfield Avenue. Gal-
lery hours are Monday through
Thursday from 1 to 4 p.m., Tues-
day through Thursday from 6 to
9 p.m. and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 709-7155 or
go to www.ucc.edu/go/TomArt.

Multimedia work by Vincent
DeLuca, self-portrait – Chaostree

Arthur J. Palmer, 87, of
Amherst, N.H. died peacefully on
Tuesday, August 30, 2011, at
the Community Hospice House
in Merrimack, N.H.

Art was born in New York City
on July 26, 1924 to Swedish im-
migrants Charlotte (Carlson) and
Charles J. Palmer. He was vale-
dictorian of the Stuyvesant High
School Class of 1941. During
World War II he served in the
Army Air Corps as a P-47 Thun-
derbolt pilot and was shot down
while flying a mission in the
Haute-Saône region of France.
Local farmers and members of
the resistance removed him from
his plane, cared for him and hid
him until he could rejoin his
squadron. He returned to France
in 2002 and was reunited with
nearly everyone who aided in his
rescue. In 2010, a street in La
Résie-Saint-Martin was named
in his honor.

Art graduated from the New
York University School of Engi-
neering in 1949 and also studied
at the M.I.T. Center for Advanced
Engineering. He was a member of
Pi Tau Sigma, the International

Mechanical Engineering Honor
Society. For 35 years he was
employed as a mechanical engi-
neer at Esso/Exxon Research and
Engineering, specializing in pip-
ing and LNG tank design. Prior to
moving to Amherst five years ago,
he resided with his wife, Kay, in
Westfield, N.J. for 53 years.

An avid traveler, he had visited
all 50 states and every continent
except Antarctica. Art enjoyed
golf and learned to ski at Mount
Sunapee in 1967. Reading,
watching the Red Sox and at-
tending Forever Fit classes at
Hampshire Hills were some of his
favorite activities.

He will be greatly missed by his
wide circle of friends and his
loving family, his daughter and
son-in-law, Katherine and Craig
Richardson of Amherst, N.H.; son
and daughter-in-law, John
Palmer and Martha Fischer of
Niwot, Colo.; granddaughters,
Sarah and Emily Richardson;
grandson, Evan Palmer; brother,
Len Palmer of Cranford, N.J.;
sister and brother-in-law, Lee
and Al Acker of Merrick, N.Y.;
brother and sister-in-law, Ed and

CRANFORD - On Saturday,
September 17, Cranford Family
Care will host Rising Above - A
Musical Celebration of Hope. The
community is asked to come
together to help those in
Cranford who were devastated
by Hurricane Irene. All proceeds
will go to Cranford Family Care
Hurricane Relief Fund.

The event will be held at
Cranford High School,  201 West
End Place and begins 6:30 p.m..

Tickets are $20 in advance and
$25 at the door The night will
feature musical performances
by local talent and a Tricky Tray

For tickets, contact Ginger
Burd at gburd2@verizon.net or
(908) 272-4315 Tickets can also
be purchased at Cougar Head-
quarters, 415 Centennial Ave,
(908) 497-9900 and at Cranford
High School in the mail office.
Checks should be made pay-
able to Cranford Family Care.

A Musical Celebration of

Hope to Help Flood Victims

CF to Hold Special

Meeting Tonight
CRANFORD – Township Mayor

Dan Aschenbach is inviting resi-
dents to attend a Town Hall meet-
ing tonight, September 15, at
7:30 p.m. to discuss several im-
portant topics, particularly those
related to Hurricane Irene. The
meeting will be held at Cranford
High School.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
21, Westfield) will be in atten-
dance and Governor Chris Christie
has been invited. Meeting topics
include: township pre-storm emer-
gency planning and post storm
response to Irene and important
post storm updates and planning;
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) mitigation pro-
posal; Phase 5 Express Sewer and
Pump Station; expanded Lenape
basin storage capacity; raising
dikes on Riverside Drive and Bluff
Street and availlable federal, state
and county funding, and a Mayor’s
Task Force to focus on flood miti-
gation. There will also be an op-
portunity to discuss the proposed
Birchwood Avenue Development.

Arthur J. Palmer, 87, Mech. Engineer; Street Named for Him in France

Marion Palmer of Montvale, N.J.,
and numerous nieces, nephews
and cousins. He was predeceased
by his wife of 59 years, Katherine
P. Palmer, and his daughter,
Nancy L. Palmer.

A memorial service and cel-
ebration of his life will be held on
Saturday, September 17, at 1
p.m. at the Messiah Lutheran
Church, 303 Route 101, Amherst,
N.H. His ashes will be interred in
the church’s memorial garden.

Donations in his memory may
be made to Messiah Lutheran
Church, where he was an active
member, or to the Community
Hospice House in Merrimack, N.H.

September 15, 2011

– Obituary –
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Garwood Reviews Hurricane Damage; Considers Underpass Generators
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough incurred
in excess of $75,000 in expenses due to
Hurricane Irene, Borough Council Build-
ings and Grounds Committee Chairman
Victor DeFilippo reported Tuesday night.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma said
that the borough would seek reimburse-
ment from its insurance company and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA).

Councilman DeFilippo said trees took
out power lines and pulled up sidewalks,
and the cleanup of the trees cost $3,200.
Laptops at the police department were
destroyed costing approximately $6,000
to replace. It is also estimated to cost in
excess of $1,000 to haul out damaged
goods from flooded basements.

The municipal building, pump sta-
tion and underpass on Center Street, as
well as North and South Avenue busi-
nesses, were without power for one week.

Included in the recommendation be-
ing written up is a generator for the pump
station. Since it was flooded, Council-
man DeFilippo said, access was not avail-
able to connect a portable generator.

“Our hearts go out to our neighbor
Cranford,” Councilman DeFilippo said.

With Cranford’s severe flooding, first
and second graders from Brookside El-
ementary School are being displaced to
Garwood’s Washington School. Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi said the township is
using three classrooms there. Cranford is
paying for the insurance and expenses,
but currently is not being charged a fee to
use the space. A contract was signed that
stated that Cranford would pay $1 for use
of the space, the mayor said. Cranford has
discussed the possibility of using the
borough’s crossing guards and police,
and should they move forward Ms.
Ariemma said Cranford would need to
pay for those services.

The mayor said the Garwood Fire
Department pumped out water from 40
houses in the borough. The mayor said
three borough trees fell and the borough
incurred minimal flooding. No homes
were condemned and there were no evacu-
ations, she told The Westfield Leader.

Fire Committee Chairman Lou

Petruzzelli said that 43 of 53 incidents
this month that the Fire Department tended
to were the result of Irene.

Streets and Roads Committee Chair-
man Timothy Hak said the borough’s
street sweeper was lent to Cranford to
help in the township’s effort to clean up
after the hurricane. He also said some
preventive sewer treatments are being
performed this week.

Prior to the meeting, the mayor swore
in new police sergeants Douglas Stoffer,
Samuel Rocco and James Wright.

Former mayor Dennis McCarthy
asked about the recent roadwork com-
pleted by the Department of Transporta-
tion on the underpass on Center Street,
noting that it looked like a spot in the
work was not done properly and he
thought the paved area may come up.

Resident Angelo Alimonti asked why
the problem with the underpass flooding
was not rectified. Mayor Quattrocchi said
that during Hurricane Irene power went
out causing the electric pump to go out,
and the borough does not have a genera-
tor. She said the borough is looking into
getting backup power, calling the flood-
ing of the underpass a “safety issue.”

Municipal Engineer Donald
Guarriello said the two manholes that are
not level with the street on 3rd Avenue
and Gallows Hill Road are being looked
into. He also reported that the Willow
Avenue utility problems are being ad-
dressed this week and the next. The Cen-
ter Street project is underway, he said,
and noted that the pipes are not sealed and
need to be to ensure the water does not
freeze in the winter.

Municipal attorney Joseph Triarsi said
he is scheduled to meet with Superior
Court Judge Karen Cassidy this month to
discuss proceedings on the lawsuit pre-
sented by The Pointe at Garwood, which
filed a lawsuit earlier this year for pay-
ment of snowplowing services, lighting
and cleaning, etc.

During public comment of the meet-
ing, resident Bill Nierstedt opposed the
ordinance for a bulk waste program. He
said taxpayers are paying for the salaries
of Department of Public Works (DPW)
workers to haul the bulk when the work-
ers time could be better used elsewhere,
as well as the wear and tear on the DPW

trucks. He said the work should be done
by a private hauler. He said the council
needs to “develop a backbone.”

The council voted 5-1 to pass the
ordinance, with Councilman James
Matthieu being opposed. Councilman
Matthieu said from a financial standpoint
he is a “little queasy” with the $55 fee.

 Councilwoman Sara Todisco com-
mented before the vote that she was not in
favor of using DPW staff and vehicles.
“By using our own truck I am concerned

By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, in the wake of Hurricane
Irene but with the storm’s aftermath still
evident, praised the “resilience of our
residents” and said the recovery from the
late August flooding is “one of the most
significant challenges the township has
had to face.”
On Tuesday, at the township committee’s
first regular meeting since the hurricane
resulted in what he estimated will be
more than $3 million in clean-up costs,
the mayor said the municipal
government’s main focus is on the resi-
dents and making certain they recover.
“This is quite a challenge for our commu-
nity,” he stated.
The mayor praised the efforts of the town-
ship department of public works, and
thanked Union County for being a “part-
ner” in the clean-up efforts. Mr.
Aschenbach also lauded the assistance of
Congressman Leonard Lance, who he
termed an “incredible ally for Cranford,”
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and county
freeholders Alexander Mirabella and
Bette Jean Kowalski. He additionally
thanked neighboring towns, specifically
Union Township, for their assistance.

Mr. Aschenbach said a new program –
the Broom Patrols – will get underway
this weekend “to get glass and other de-
bris out of the streets.” And a task force is
being formed to address matters regard-
ing the municipal building, the first floor
of which was severely damaged by flood-
waters.
At the start of the meeting, Police Chief
Eric Mason provided an overview of re-
covery efforts over the past two weeks.
He said more than 70,000 tons of house-
hold debris is still on the streets, and said
he expects that two rounds of pickups
will be required. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) and Small
Business Administration have represen-
tatives at the disaster recovery center that
has been set up at the community center
and is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. seven
days a week. Township department heads
were set to meet with FEMA officials
yesterday to discuss recovery efforts.
Chief Mason said the cleanup of the
municipal building’s first floor will last
well into next week, and pointed out that
some township services, such as the mu-
nicipal court, are now located in tempo-
rary trailers set up in the parking lot
behind the building.
Speaking later in the meeting about flood
control efforts to date and in the future,

about injury to our DPW staff,” she said.
Councilman Lou Petruzzelli also said

he did not like using DPW staff. Both
voted in favor of the ordinance.

Residents will pay a $55 fee for up to
750 pounds of bulk waste to be picked up
at their curbside.

Councilman Mathieu said he thought
August’s finance scenario was “depress-
ing,” saying tax collections were flat in
August, year after year. He also reported
that 100 properties were delinquent in

paying their tax bill, resulting in a defi-
ciency of $422,000.

The council also adopted on the con-
sent agenda to appoint former Garwood
policeman, Leonard DiStefano, as zon-
ing code enforcement officer, replacing
former Police Chief William Legg. Mr.
DiStefano will be paid $6,000 a year;
Chief Legg was paid $7,000.

The council also discussed the state’s
recently added Best Practice Inventory
Form, which has asked the borough a list
of questions to determine its efficiency of
operations. Ultimately, should a munici-
pality fail to meet certain criteria, the state
would hold back a percentage of state aid,
Ms. Ariemma said.

Mayor Aschenbach said there would be
“big dollars to fix this problem.” In re-
sponse to a former township engineer’s
long statement criticizing the mayor’s
record on flood control issues over the
past two decades, the mayor defended his
record and the ongoing five-phase flood
control program.
Other members of the township commit-
tee issued similar praise for municipal
employees and township residents. Com-
missioner Mark Dugan called it a “trying
two weeks for everyone” and thanked
police and other public safety personnel
as well as county and state officials and
legislators for their efforts.
Commissioner David Robinson called
the storm’s effects a “community-wide
issue.”
“We’re all hurting,” he said, regardless of
whether individuals were affected by
flooding or not. He praised public em-
ployees as well as neighbors helping those
most affected by water damage.
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell praised
the “dedication and hard work” of town-
ship officials. “I can’t commend them
highly enough,” he said. Commissioner
Edward O’Malley similarly lauded town-
ship personnel, some of whom he said
remained on duty even while their own
homes may have been damaged.

Cranford Mayor Cites Flood Among

Most ‘Significant Challenges’

Cranford/Garwood/Area News
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sion on the Crusader 33, a 15-
yard pass interference call placed
the ball on the 18 where
Christiano slanted into the left
corner of the end zone with 4:40
on the clock.

The Cougars’ next score came
on a six-play, 81-yard march,
which ended with Green’s eight-
yard slice to pay dirt with 4:43
remaining in the half.

“At first, I was supposed to go
around the side, but I saw the
hole, and I cut back. It was a
good job on the linemen’s part,”
Green explained.

Garguilo got action starting
quickly by grabbing the opening
kickoff of the second half at the
12 and returning it to midfield. A
15-yard personal foul penalty
placed the ball on the 36 where
Green literally zigzagged his way
to the end zone with only 31

seconds off the clock.
“It was just good blocking. I

saw the hole and I just kept
going. Thanks to my linemen,
there was good blocking and I
got there to score a touchdown.
Sean McGovern made a great
block. He killed the kid and I got
a good hole,” Green explained.

On the Crusaders’ next series,
Green at his cornerback position
intercepted quarterback Lance
Pecina’s pass at the Cougar 31.

The Crusaders’ only TD came
on the first play of the fourth
quarter when Pecina scored on
an 11-yard keeper to cap an 11-
play, 73-yard drive, which in-
cluded a 38-yard reception from
Pecina to Bill Ring.

With less than four minutes
remaining in the game, Diaz
blitzed the quarterback on a
fourth down and extinguished

any opportunity of the Crusaders
getting back into the game.

“That was the straw that broke
the camel’s back,” Klimek said.

“I think we did pretty today. We
did have a little trouble, but I
think we can get by it next week,”
Green said.

The Cougars will host Voorhees
tomorrow, Friday, September 16,
at 7 p.m.

AL Johns on 0 0 0 6 6
Cranford 7 7 7 0 21

Cranford Cougar Footballers Rock Arthur L. Johnson Crusaders in Home Opener, 21-6

David  B. Corbin  for The  Wes tfie ld  Leader and The  Times
BREAKING THROUGH FOR THE TD…Cougar JP Christiano, No. 36, breaks through the
Crusader line and scoots for an 18-yard touchdown at Memorial Field in Cranford.

David  B. Corbin  for The  Wes tfie ld  Leader and The  Tim es
SINGING WITH FEELING…Cranford High School student Cara Costa sang “America” and “The
Stars Spangled Banner” with feeling prior to the start of the Cranford/ALJ football game.

David  B. Corbin  for The  Wes tfie ld  Leader and The  Tim es
ENTERTAINING THE FANS…The Cougar cheerleaders perform for the fans
during halftime of the Cranford/ALJ football game at Memorial Field.
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