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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FURRY FRIENDS…Pat Burke browses the holiday boutique with “Gunner” and “Seamus” at the Greyhound Friends of
New Jersey’s 15th Annual Craft Fair and Pet Expo held at the Westfield Armory on Saturday. The event raises funds to
help provide health care and a safe, loving home for retired racing Greyhounds.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WHY IT FLOODS...Andre Chauncey, Jr. from the Army Corps demonstrates
his findings on a map Monday night at the special Cranford Township meeting
to discuss the Army Corps’ results of a study of the levee system.

Gene Jannotti for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM BRAZIL...Happy Thanksgiving to all in New
Jersey from the Jannotti family. See story on page 5.

TREE PARTY...Members of the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club unload the trailers
and set up the tree lot for this year’s annual sale at the Elm Street field in
Westfield. All proceeds benefit the Westfield Area Y and other community
organizations. The lot opens Saturday, November 26. Hours are weekends from
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and weekdays from 4 to 9 p.m. until Thursday, December 22. For
more information, call Leonardo Gonzalez at (908) 233-2700, extension 271.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Forum on Gangs Seeks to
Curb Street Violence

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Human Relations Commis-
sion held a special presentation No-
vember 17 on gang awareness to in-
crease understanding in order to pre-
vent and reduce street violence in the
community. The forum, aimed at so-
cial service and community organi-
zations along with interested mem-
bers of the public, was held at the
John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

Detective Brendan Sullivan of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office led
the presentation and discussed promi-
nent gangs that exist in the commu-
nity, as well as the attraction of gangs
to local youth, how gangs recruit and
initiate new members, how they op-
erate and how to recognize the signs
of gang membership or gang activity.

Det. Sullivan describes a gang as a
group of individuals who are united
by a common ideology and identify
with each other through geographi-
cal location, style of dress, hand signs
and language. They commit crimes
including murder, robbery, assault,
weapon trafficking, witness intimi-
dation, money laundering and docu-
ment fraud and create an atmosphere
of fear and intimidation in the com-
munity. Distribution of drugs, such
as cocaine, heroin, ecstasy and pre-
scription pills, are the gangs’ most
reliable source of income. Drugs are
their “bread and butter,” Det. Sullivan
said.

Although there are dozens of gangs
in New Jersey, the major gangs in
Union County are the Bloods, Crips,
Latin Kings, Mara Salvatrucha, bet-
ter known as the MS-13, and the
Pagan Outlaws, which is a motor-
cycle gang. Each gang is identified
by a specific color and tattoos, hand-
shake and language and graffiti, which

is used to mark boundaries within a
town.

The Bloods, who reside mainly in
Elizabeth and are identified by the
color red, are the largest gang in New
Jersey. A common tattoo is the ini-
tials M.O.B., which stands for “money
over bitches.” A well-known and idol-
ized Blood member is rapper Lil’
Wayne, who was pictured on the cover
of Rolling Stone visibly showing the
letters M.O.B. tattooed across his
chest.

The Crips presently are outnum-
bered by the Bloods, but according to
Det. Sullivan, their numbers are grow-
ing in Elizabeth and Roselle. They
are identified by the color blue and
are known to rob stores when they
need money. The Crips and the Bloods
are known rivals and incidents of
unprovoked street violence occur.

The Latin Kings identify with the
colors black and gold and have the
largest population in New Jersey in
Elizabeth, Plainfield and New
Brunswick. They use a crown as their
symbol, which can be seen added to
mainstream merchandise such as a
Yankee hat. They often portray them-
selves as a religious or community
organization. “This couldn’t be far-
ther from the truth,” Det. Sullivan
said.

The Mara Salvatrucha gang has
the largest concentration in Plainfield,
but can also be found in Elizabeth.
The gang, which originated in El
Salvador, has many members who
have former military experience and
are “exceptionally violent.” Mem-
bers are heavily tattooed, and ac-
cording to Det. Sullivan, love to
shoot people.

The Pagan Outlaws are dominant
throughout Union County and re-
cently merged with a chapter based
out of Bergen County. A common

Army Corps Updates Towns
On Rahway River Flooding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers said a study started
nine years on the levees along the
Rahway River is only 30 percent com-
plete and is $4 million under funded.
Towns along the river have dealt with
severe flooding in recent years includ-
ing Hurricane Irene this past August as
the river has overflowed its banks nu-
merous times.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
began its feasibility study of the Rahway
River Watershed in 2002. Ms.
McDonald said they expect to com-
plete the feasibility study in 2015, and
following completion the Corps would
move for authorization and appropria-
tion from the federal government.

The Corps needs $4 million to com-
plete the study and did not receive any
appropriations this year, Project Man-
ager Rifat Salim said. “After nine
years…we did not receive the funding
we anticipated,” Ms. Salim said.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Geotechnical Team Leader Stan

Sedwick said the Corps has studied 10
areas along the levee system in the
Rahway River in Cranford. “There is
potential for seepage below the levees,”
he said, noting the said the areas were
monitored before Hurricane Irene hit
in August.

The levee is designed for two pur-
poses – to control seepage and stability
of side slopes, he said. “The side slopes
are generally stable,” Mr. Sedwick said.

“In this case, because of levee reli-
ability analysis, there is a probability of
failure,” added Jodi McDonald, chief
of flood risk management for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

“There weren’t any signs of erosion
that we saw,” Mr. Sedwick said.

Considering the uncertainty of the
outcome of the study and the long
timeframe the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers put forth to the township
committee, Mayor Dan Aschenbach
told The Westfield Leader that the town-
ship committee would pursue
“armoring and strengthening” the
levees themselves by reaching out to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christmas Tree Lightings
Begin This Weekend

AREA — The holiday season will
kick off this weekend with Christ-
mas tree lighting ceremonies in
Cranford and Westfield.

Friday, November 25
Cranford will hold its Christmas

tree lighting on Friday, November
25, at 6 p.m. at the Gazebo. The
event, being sponsored by the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce,
will include Christmas carols and
the arrival of Santa.

Sunday, November 27
The Downtown Westfield Corpo-

ration (DWC) will kick off its Wel-
come Home to Westfield holiday
promotion this Sunday, November

27, from 1 to 7 p.m. Hot chocolate,
entertainment and refreshments will
be included along with Santa and
Mrs. Claus. The highlight will be
the lighting of the Christmas tree at 5
p.m.

Saturday, December 3
Garwood will light its Christmas tree

at 6 p.m. at the municipal building
parking lot on North Avenue. The event
is sponsored by the Garwood Celebra-
tions Committee.

Mountainside will light its Christ-
mas tree at 4:30 p.m. at Borough Hall
located at the intersection of Route 22
and New Providence Road.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Heavy Limb Load Slows Progress
In Westfield Storm Cleanup

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday
night’s Westfield Town Council
meeting, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea gave the governing body an
update on storm debris and leaf col-
lection progress.

Mr. Gildea explained that in the
first week following the October 29
snowstorm, Department of Public
Works (DPW) crews worked with
PSE&G to clear streets and power
lines for safety. He said that during
the week of November 7, the DPW
began storm debris collection with
two large crews, one on each side of

town, with all of the town’s equip-
ment. Leaf collection was then
started on November 14 and zones
one and seven are already complete.

However, Mr. Gildea explained
that the storm debris collection is
not yet complete due to the volume
of debris. He said that, “volume is so
heavy it’s just slow going” because
the large and heavy items being col-
lected prompt more trips to the Con-
servation Center. He added that some
streets have such a large amount of
debris it is taking crews an entire
day to clear them. Mr. Gildea added
that the leaves and brush must be
picked up separately because of dis-

posal requirements.
“The storm debris collection is a

one-time pickup and we are cur-
rently in areas nine on the south side
and almost finished with area three
on the north side,” Mr. Gildea told
The Westfield Leader. “Leaf pickup
is going on simultaneously and we
are currently in areas eight on the
south side and area two on the north
side.”

According to Mr. Gildea, zones
one, two, seven and eight have been
completed and storm crews currently
are midway through zones three and
nine, with the leaf crews to follow.
“The time it is taking to pick up the
debris is evidence of the magnitude
of the task at hand,” Mr. Gildea said.
“There is a massive volume of de-
bris.”

According to Mr. Gildea, until
November 4, the Department of Pub-
lic Works was engaged in emergency
operations as PSE&G removed
power lines entangled in trees, many
of which were blocking roadways.
Only until PSE&G completed its
work could the DPW clear the town’s
debris from the affected roadways.
The DPW also was engaged in re-
moving numerous dangerous “dan-
glers” from trees overhanging
streets and sidewalks. Because of
the organic storm debris, collection
could not commence until Novem-
ber 7. By November 14 the town put
its leased equipment into service.
Referring to the map and the size of
the areas that have been completed,
the Department of Public Works is
making significant progress, Mr.
Gildea said.

Mr. Gildea also stated that re-
garding leaf collection, in addition
to curbside pickup, residents may
bag leaves and call (908) 789-4120
for pickup, or they may bring them
to the conservation center. No per-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Walker Ends BOE Tenure;
Seat to Be Filled In December

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Board
of Education (BOE) President Julia
Walker ended her eight-and-half year
tenure on the board, the last 19 months
as BOE president, on Tuesday night.

Mrs. Walker first announced her
resignation at the conclusion of the
November 1 BOE meeting. Although
Mrs. Walker’s term on the board,
which began in 2003, is not up for re-

election until 2013, Interim Board
Secretary Vincent Yaniro noted that
Mrs. Walker’s one-year unexpired
term would be up for re-election in
April 2012 during school board elec-
tions along with three other three-
year term seats.

Mr. Yaniro said applications are
currently being collected until
Wednesday, November 30, to fill her
board seat. An announcement on who
will fill the vacant seat will come
from a decision by all board mem-
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NEW SUBSCRIBER...The giraffe, an African even-toed ungulate mammal, is curious and expresses interest in Bob Cozzolina’s reading material in Johannesburg, South Africa last week.

tattoo is G.F.P.D. (God Forgives,
Pagans Don’t), which Det. Sullivan
said is an indication of “no mercy.”
The Pagans’ biggest rival is Hell’s
Angels. An unprovoked violent in-
cident that recently occurred at a
bar in Elizabeth where an individual
wore a Hell’s Angels T-shirt into
the well-known Pagan hangout led
to the arrest of a Pagan living in
Berkeley Heights.

Gangs have become mainstream
and “cool,” Det. Sullivan told The
Westfield Leader. Movies and music
talk about gangs and glorify that
lifestyle. “It doesn’t matter who you
are. You see that glorification of a
criminal lifestyle, of violence, and
it is pervasive and it crosses all
cultural lines and boundaries. Ev-
eryone has been desensitized to it,”
he said.

“We always encourage people, like
with the terrorists, if you see some-
thing, say something. If you live in a
town and you see something that you
believe is gang activity, you don’t
necessarily have to call 9-1-1, but
you would want to report it to your
local police department,” Det.
Sullivan said.

He stated that although gangs are
more prevalent in towns like
Plainfield, Elizabeth, Linden and
Roselle, members have no bound-
aries. “We don’t generally see
Westfield and Scotch Plains as an
epicenter of gang activity, but we
have guys that move out of the
town that they grew up in and are
dating someone who lives in one
of these towns and perhaps move
in with them,” Det. Sullivan told
The Leader.

“People are so quick to get down
on Elizabeth and Plainfield and
Newark and say this isn’t my prob-
lem. But every town has some docu-
mented gang activity,” Det. Sullivan
said.

Det. Sullivan stressed that par-
ents should educate themselves and
be aware of gangs, but should also
know the difference between a
“gang of kids” and an organized
street gang. “I can never recall an

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gang Forum

the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for funding.

The Army Corps has also been study-
ing the Lenape Park Basin and how it
may be an area to improve to help
mitigate flooding. U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Hydraulic Engineer Andre
Chauncey, Jr. said he has no concrete
answers, but communicated an array
of possibilities he is studying, includ-
ing raising the elevation of the levee
overbanks by approximately six feet to
alleviate flooding during a 25-year
storm.

Mayor Aschenbach told The Leader,
“If the community can’t wait for the
Army Corps,” than the committee
would seek funding from state, county
and the township to move forward on
deepening the basin and elevating the
levees there. He said that would protect
the township from a 25-year storm.

The Army Corps’ study of the
Rahway River has been modeling for
solutions to mitigate a 100-year storm,
which Hurricane Floyd in 1999 was
categorized. Irene was categorized as a
500-year storm.

Township Committeeman Dave
Robinson commented, “If you are look-
ing to stop a Floyd, it’s not good enough.
Say this (Irene) is the new standard, this
is what we need to model.”

Homes that are outside of the flood
zone — which encompass 100-year
storms — in Cranford, and even those
outside a 500-year flood zone, were

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

River Flooding

incident where kids came in [to
Elizabeth] for a football game or
something and were overrun by a
gang,” he said. “There is a big dif-
ference between a bunch of kids
who get together, and act stupid
and get into a fight with another
group of kids. There is a big differ-
ence between that and organized
street gangs.”

“Knowledge is key. Ignorance to
fact and reality is our enemy,” Det.
Sullivan said. “Just because they do
not lay their head down in your
town does not mean you won’t be a
target.”  For more information on
gangs, visit ucnj.org.

flooded as a result of Irene.
Sima Murphy of Locust Avenue on

the northside of Cranford said she lives
outside the flood zone but was im-
pacted by Irene. She asked if the Army
Corps would be taking into account
those homes. Project Manager Alek
Petersen said the Army Corps looked at
all structures within the 500-year flood
plain.

“I had four feet of water running past
my home and I am outside the 500-year
flood plain,” said Catherine Alexander
of Crane Parkway, located on the South-
east quadrant of Cranford. She said
municipalities, up and downstream in-
cluding Cranford, are not adhering to
their stormwater management regula-
tions with redevelopment and new de-
velopment.

“We [Cranford] are allowing for more
and more 100-percent impervious sur-
face,” she said. The mayor dissented
her statement.

The township committee has said
they want to build a retention basin on
Birchwood Avenue where a 360-unit
building is proposed. The township
committee has said they will continue
to fight a builder’s remedy lawsuit and
a subsequent ruling in the courts to stop
the development.

However, Mr. Chauncey said the
proposed basin on Birchwood Avenue
would not alleviate floodwaters back-
ing up from the Rahway River, but, “It
will help localized (flooding),” he said.

Sunday, December 4
The Scotch Plains Business and

Professional Association (SPBA) will
hold its 16th annual Old Fashioned
Holiday Celebration on Sunday, De-
cember 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. on the
Village Green on Park Avenue.

The annual event includes ice
sculpting, a petting zoo, Rainbow the
Clown and a horse-drawn wagon ride.

Fanwood’s holiday season officially
begins when Santa Claus arrives in
town on Sunday, December 4, at 3
p.m. under the big tent on the lawn in
front of the North Avenue Train Sta-
tion in Fanwood. Seasonal music,
free holiday crafts and refreshments
will be featured. Free children’s pic-
tures with Santa will also be included.

Mayor Colleen Mahr will light the
borough’s Christmas tree at 5 p.m.
The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion is sponsoring the event.

Union County will hold its Nature
Craft Show featuring the lighting of
the county Christmas tree and
Menorah on Sunday, December 4,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Also featured will be a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus and free
children’s coloring and face painting
and holiday singers.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tree Lighting

mit required. “If you are going to
place leaves at the curb, please place
them in narrow rows, leaving a space
along the gutter for drainage,” Mr.
Gildea said.

“The town appreciates that the
extraordinary autumn storm and its
aftermath has called for its residents
to exercise due caution and extreme
patience,” Mr. Gildea concluded.
“Rest assured, the town is commit-
ted to providing disposal assistance
to its residents and conclude its an-
nual leaf-collection operations as
thoroughly and as quickly as pos-
sible.”

A map of zones and additional
information can be found at
westfieldnj.org.

DPW crews will work this Satur-
day to continue leaf and debris
pickup, a move that prompted Coun-
cilman Dave Haas to question
whether the overtime expense would
affect the town should there be a
snowstorm before the end of the
year.

Mr. Gildea said that the town is
able to spend for a single day of
overtime and is preparing for the
expense of a potential snowstorm.
He added that the town did not want
to go four days without any pickup

over the holiday weekend.
Councilman Jim Foerst asked if

school areas would be done on Sat-
urday given the easier pickup when
schools are closed. Mr. Gildea said
that all efforts are made to pick up
near schools when they are not in
session, such as during the annual
teachers’ convention in November.

In reviewing its agenda for next
week’s public meeting, the council
reviewed three resolutions granting
demolitions of homes at 563 Trinity
Place, 215 Sunset Avenue and 836
Grant Avenue. Town Engineer Chris
McAloon said that all of the applica-
tions were conforming and that none
of the properties were subject to
subdivision.

Also on the agenda for next week
is a resolution to appoint AGA as the
town’s risk management consultant
for 2012. The contract was put out to
bid and AGA was the low bidder,
with a 2.5-percent commission ver-
sus G.R. Murray’s 6-percent com-
mission.

At the end of the meeting, the
council went into closed session with
former town attorney and special
counsel Robert Cockren to discuss
the potential purchase of land with
public funds.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Storm Cleanup GW Council Votes to Freeze
Worker Longevity Benefits

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
OOPS...A woman lost control of her car in Westfield  Friday afternoon, hitting
the house at 818 East Broad. She narrowly missed a utility pole as well as a parked
car at the house next door.  The driver was the sole occupant of the car and
appeared to have sustained no injuries.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
voted 4-1 Tuesday night on a motion to
introduce a ordinance to freeze longevity
benefits. Councilman Victor DeFilippo was
the dissenting vote and Council President
Timothy Hak was not in attendance. The
council will vote to adopt the ordinance
with a public hearing on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13.

Non-union borough employees have the
opportunity to receive longevity benefits
after the borough has employed them for a
certain amount of time. The ordinance would
freeze payments at the level they are at now
and not rise. The benefit would not be
available to new hires or those employees
in line to receive longevity benefits.

During the workshop session, the coun-
cil discussed at length how the ordinance
was left with the council on July 12. In July,
the council was to make a motion on the
ordinance to amend longevity benefits.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi and
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma argued
over the minutes of the July meeting. Ms.
Ariemma said at that meeting an ordinance
to repeal all longevity benefits was adopted
and then tabled, and at the time Councilman
Keith Sluka questioned the legalities of
that, asking Mr. Triarsi if it should be tabled
before being adopted.

Mr. Triarsi said Tuesday he did not
approve tabling the ordinance after being
adopted as it is not the correct legal proce-
dure, and the minutes were wrong in saying
he did allow it to be tabled after adoption.
Mr. Triarsi called Ms. Ariemma’s wording
in the minutes “convoluted.”

Ms. Ariemma held firm that her minutes
were stated accurately, and stated that the
taped recording of the meeting would prove
that.

The Westfield Leader on Wednesday
reviewed the taped recording of the July 12
meeting. The transcription is as follows:

“Mayor (Patricia Quattrocchi): May I
have a motion to adopt ordinance 11-12.

“Mr. Sluka: I would like to make a
motion to table ordinance 11-12.

“Mr. Triarsi: Councilman, we need to
introduce and second it. Then a motion to
table is in order. We need a motion to adopt
and second and then a motion to table is in
order.

“Mr. (James) Matthieu: Wasn’t it intro-
duced previously?

“Mr. Triarsi: No. We need a motion to
adopt it and second the adoption and then a
motion to table is in order. So we have to go
through that formality.

“Mayor Quattrocchi: May I have a mo-
tion to adopt 11-12.

“Mr. Sluka: Isn’t a motion to adopt then
become the privileged motion and then you
have to vote on it?

“Mr. Triarsi: No. The motion to adopt
has to yield to the motion to table. The
motion to table is the privileged motion.
You have three options here. You can move
to adopt and adopt it. You can move to
adopt, second it and table it. Or you can take
no action, and if you take no action at all it
simply expires and it fails for adoption.
Those are your three options at this point in
time. I need to have something before the
body to move to table.”

Then the governing body voted, 4-0, to
adopt the ordinance, and then a motion by
Councilwoman Sara Todisco was made to
table the ordinance.

After the meeting, Ms. Ariemma told
The Leader, “I was completely disre-
spected.” She called the council’s and bor-
ough attorney’s actions Tuesday “appall-
ing.”

“If they felt it was a problem, they
shouldn’t have said anything like that, and
just said we need to listen to the tape,” Ms.
Ariemma told The Leader.

Ms. Ariemma said after the governing
body and attorney listen to the minutes, and
see that the minutes were correct in report-
ing what happened at the meeting, then, “I
want a public apology from the attorney
and the governing body.”

Earlier, during the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Joe Wilds of
Flemington, who grew up in the borough
and worked for 26 years as a police officer
in the borough and currently commutes to
the borough for his job as a full-time dis-
patcher, spoke about his position against
amending the longevity benefits ordinance.
He called the action to freeze benefits, the
“eventual demise of the borough.”

“You took away raises and now you
want to take away perks such as longevity,”
he said.

“Is it worth destroying the hearts of our
employees?” he asked.

Currently, the payment of longevity ben-
efits, he said, is about $14,680 and would
mean taxpayers paying about $7 on aver-
age. The total amount the council and mayor
receive in salary and benefits, he said, totals
about $31,900. Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli has grandfathered benefits of
about $20,400 a year. “Give back all of you
benefits,” he said to the council and mayor.

“I have worked here for 13 years as well.
I agree with what Joe said,” Kathleen
Zabinski said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE
bers sometime in December.

He also stated that picking a new
board president is part of the agenda
for the next BOE meeting on Tues-
day, December 6, at 8 p.m.

According to Mrs. Walker, after
taking a leave of absence from the
work force for years, she had re-
emerged with a part-time position six
months ago. She noted that as of one
month ago, she had begun working
on a full-time basis. This, she noted,
along with family obligations, would
take away free time that she used to
have for board business.

 “It has been nothing but a privi-
lege to sit on this board and Westfield

has the finest administrators, teach-
ers and board members,” Mrs. Walker
said. “The staff and teachers here are
truly dedicated and smart people.
When it comes to board members
y’all are it.”

Board Vice-President Richard
Mattessich said Mrs. Walker always
showed “leadership, grace and intel-
ligence” on the BOE. Other board
members also thanked Mrs. Walker
for her years of service.

Mrs. Walker urged Westfield resi-
dents to put in applications to serve
on the board and fill her vacated
position. “It is hard work, but it is so
worth it,” She stated.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FURRY FRIENDS…Pat Burke
browses the holiday boutique with
“Gunner” and “Seamus” at the Grey-
hound Friends of New Jersey’s 15th
Annual Craft Fair and Pet Expo held
at the Westfield Armory on Saturday.
The event raises funds to help provide
health care and a safe, loving home for
retired racing Greyhounds.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FURRY FRIENDS…Pat Burke browses the holiday boutique with “Gunner” and “Seamus” at the Greyhound Friends of
New Jersey’s 15th Annual Craft Fair and Pet Expo held at the Westfield Armory on Saturday. The event raises funds to
help provide health care and a safe, loving home for retired racing greyhounds.

Christina Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHY IT FLOODS...Andre Chauncey, Jr. from the Army Corps demonstrates
his findings on a map Monday night at the special Cranford Township meeting
to discuss the Army Corps’ results of a study of the levee system.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Army Corps Updates Towns
On Rahway River Flooding

Gene Jannotti for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM BRAZIL...Happy Thanksgiving to all in New
Jersey from the Jannotti family. See story on page 5.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ART FOR EDUCATION...A silent art auction and wine reception was held
November 17 at The Chelsea at Fanwood to benefit the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Enrichment Foundation. Pictured, from left to right, are: Event
Coordinators Phyllis Mirabella, Jane Costello, Amy Carow, Steve Ciarrocca, Al
Mirabella, Leland McGee, Rob O’Connor and Randi Edelman. All artwork was
donated by Park West Gallery.

SP-F BOE: ‘Bullying Initiative
An Unfunded Mandate’

SPMC Cancels Holiday Party
In Lieu of ‘Taste of Town’ in Jan.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A lively dis-
cussion ensued at the Scotch Plains
Management Corporation (SPMC)
meeting last Wednesday night when
board member Dominick Verdic sug-
gested the group cancel its plan for a
holiday party for volunteers and mem-
bers of the SPMC in favor of a “Taste of
the Town” event to be held in January.

Board members said the cost to
book a reservation for a holiday party
at three restaurants under consider-

ation would have been too expensive
for the SPMC. Instead, the SPMC
discussed the “Taste of the Town”
event. Mr. Verdic suggested holding
the event at the Italian-American Club
on a Wednesday night the third or
fourth week of January. The group
voted unanimously to approve the
measure.

Nicholas DelNegro was appointed
to negotiate the time and day of the
event with the club and Greg Bisson
agreed to act as a liaison to the food
purveyors in town to see if they would

be willing to donate some food. Mr.
Verdic also suggested that the pur-
veyors would place their cards and
menus on the tables to serve as an
advertisement for their business.

The SPMC also decided that a cash
bar would be a good idea. The com-
munity would be invited, and the
event would be free.

SPMC members also discussed the
New and Exotic Car Show held Octo-
ber 9. The show spanned five hours
and occupied six blocks. It drew a

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Reporting on
the new anti-harassment, intimida-
tion and bullying (H.I.B.) law, Cailin
Taggart, district HIB Coordinator,
addressed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education during their open
agenda meeting held Thursday
evening. Ms. Taggart reminded the
audience that the new state required
policy is a revision of the law first
introduced in 2002.

In her report, Ms. Taggart noted
that the new policy expands the re-
quirements of the earlier law in many

ways; one being that reports “now
include occurrences that happen on
and off school grounds and electroni-
cally.” She also noted that the reports
could include a single act or a series
of acts. She also noted that any adult
working with any student must have
H.I.B. training.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
asked if school bus personnel, substi-
tutes, or cafeteria workers were in-
cluded to which Ms. Taggart said
“yes.”

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes, as well as Ms. Taggart
reported that all personnel, if not

trained by the bus company, would
receive training from the district. Ms.
Taggart told the audience that if a bus
driver receives training from their
employer, then that bus company must
provide the district a copy of docu-
mentation that the HIB requirement
has been filled.

Ms. Taggart also noted that new to
the law was the fact that all staff must
report a witnessed incident on the
day the alleged incident took place
and submit a written report within
two days.

In her report, Ms. Taggart reminded
the audience that each school is as-
signed an anti-bullying representa-
tive. She said social workers fill the
role in elementary schools, while
guidance counselors are overseeing
the middle schools. Ms. Taggart is
the anti-bullying representative at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Ms. Taggart also stated that there
are school safety teams being formed
throughout the district, which consist
of principals, parents, community
members and teachers. She said
SPFHS 13 members on its safety
team. The district also has been hold-
ing Parent Anti-Bullying Informa-
tion Sessions throughout the district
this month. The last session is sched-
uled for Tuesday, November 29, from
6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Coles Elemen-
tary School.

Ms. Hayes described the bullying
initiative as an “unfunded mandate”
out of Trenton.

In other business, Mr. Whitehouse
introduced new Board Secretary/
Business Administrator James Davis
to the audience. “I want to welcome
Mr. Davis to our district,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. He then turned to
Mr. Davis and said, “I look forward
to working with you.” Mr. Davis of-
ficially began his new position on
November 1.

Mr. Davis replaces Anthony Del
Sordi who retired after 12 years of
service to the district.

The next board of education meet-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Forum on Gangs Seeks to
Curb Street Violence

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union
County Human Relations Commis-
sion held a special presentation No-
vember 17 on gang awareness to in-
crease understanding in order to pre-
vent and reduce street violence in the
community. The forum, aimed at so-
cial service and community organi-
zations along with interested mem-
bers of the public, was held at the
John H. Stamler Police Academy in
Scotch Plains.

Detective Brendan Sullivan of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
led the presentation and discussed
prominent gangs that exist in the com-
munity, as well as the attraction of
gangs to local youth, how gangs re-
cruit and initiate new members, how
they operate and how to recognize
the signs of gang membership or gang
activity.

Det. Sullivan describes a gang as a
group of individuals who are united
by a common ideology and identify
with each other through geographi-
cal location, style of dress, hand signs
and language. They commit crimes
including murder, robbery, assault,
weapon trafficking, witness intimi-
dation, money laundering and docu-
ment fraud and create an atmosphere
of fear and intimidation in the com-
munity. Distribution of drugs, such
as cocaine, heroin, ecstasy and pre-
scription pills, are the gangs’ most
reliable source of income. Drugs are
their “bread and butter,” Det. Sullivan
said.

Although there are dozens of gangs
in New Jersey, the major gangs in
Union County are the Bloods, Crips,
Latin Kings, Mara Salvatrucha, bet-

ter known as the MS-13, and the
Pagan Outlaws, which is a motor-
cycle gang. Each gang is identified
by a specific color and tattoos, hand-
shake and language and graffiti,
which is used to mark boundaries
within a town.

The Bloods, who reside mainly in
Elizabeth and are identified by the
color red, are the largest gang in New
Jersey. A common tattoo is the ini-
tials M.O.B., which stands for “money
over bitches.” A well-known and idol-
ized Blood member is rapper Lil’
Wayne, who was pictured on the cover
of Rolling Stone visibly showing the
letters M.O.B. tattooed across his
chest.

The Crips presently are outnum-
bered by the Bloods, but according to
Det. Sullivan, their numbers are grow-
ing in Elizabeth and Roselle. They
are identified by the color blue and
are known to rob stores when they
need money. The Crips and the Bloods
are known rivals and incidents of
unprovoked street violence occur.

The Latin Kings identify with the
colors black and gold and have the
largest population in New Jersey in
Elizabeth, Plainfield and New
Brunswick. They use a crown as their
symbol, which can be seen added to
mainstream merchandise such as a
Yankee hat. They often portray them-
selves as a religious or community
organization. “This couldn’t be far-
ther from the truth,” Det. Sullivan
said.

The Mara Salvatrucha gang has
the largest concentration in Plainfield,
but can also be found in Elizabeth.
The gang, which originated in El
Salvador, has many members who

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers said a study started
nine years on the levees along the
Rahway River is only 30 percent com-
plete and is $4 million under funded.
Towns along the river have dealt with
severe flooding in recent years includ-
ing Hurricane Irene this past August as
the river has overflowed its banks nu-
merous times.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
began its feasibility study of the Rahway
River Watershed in 2002. Ms.
McDonald said they expect to com-
plete the feasibility study in 2015, and
following completion the Corps would
move for authorization and appropria-
tion from the federal government.

The Corps needs $4 million to com-
plete the study and did not receive any
appropriations this year, Project Man-
ager Rifat Salim said. “After nine
years…we did not receive the funding
we anticipated,” Ms. Salim said.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Geotechnical Team Leader Stan

Sedwick said the Corps has studied 10
areas along the levee system in the
Rahway River in Cranford. “There is
potential for seepage below the levees,”
he said, noting the said the areas were
monitored before Hurricane Irene hit
in August.

The levee is designed for two pur-
poses – to control seepage and stability
of side slopes, he said. “The side slopes
are generally stable,” Mr. Sedwick said.

“In this case, because of levee reli-
ability analysis, there is a probability of
failure,” added Jodi McDonald, chief
of flood risk management for the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

“There weren’t any signs of erosion
that we saw,” Mr. Sedwick said.

Considering the uncertainty of the
outcome of the study and the long
timeframe the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers put forth to the township
committee, Mayor Dan Aschenbach
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the township committee
would pursue “armoring and strength-
ening” the levees themselves by reach-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Christmas Tree Lightings
Begin This Weekend

AREA — The holiday season will
kick off this weekend with Christ-
mas tree lighting ceremonies in
Cranford and Westfield.

Friday, November 25
Cranford will hold its Christmas

tree lighting on Friday, November
25, at 6 p.m. at the Gazebo. The
event, being sponsored by the
Cranford Chamber of Commerce,
will include Christmas carols and

the arrival of Santa.
Sunday, November 27

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) will kick off its Wel-
come Home to Westfield holiday
promotion this Sunday, November
27, from 1 to 7 p.m. Hot chocolate,
entertainment and refreshments will
be included along with Santa and
Mrs. Claus. The highlight will be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
NEW SUBSCRIBER...The giraffe, an African even-toed ungulate mammal, is curious and expresses interest in Bob Cozzolina’s reading material in Johannesburg, South Africa last week.

LITTLE HELPERS...Children of Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club mem-
bers help to assemble a newcomers’ basket. Pictured, clockwise, from bottom right,
are: Aidan Wright, Cameron Glynn, Julianne Ruccio, Keira St. John, Caroline
Lowder, Joelle Ruccio, Kevin Wright, Isabel Lowder, Liam St. John and Tyler
Glynn.The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club is a non-profit social organi-
zation that offers daytime and evening activities for women and their families. For
more information, visit scotchplains.com/newcomers/.

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION...The Osborn Cannonball  House Museum, located
at 1840 Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be open Sunday, December 4, from 2
to 4 p.m. for its Christmas celebration. Hot mulled cider and party snacks will be
served.Also featured will be formal ball clothes from colonial fashion through the
1950s and costumed guides will conduct tours.

have former military experience and
are “exceptionally violent.” Mem-
bers are heavily tattooed, and ac-
cording to Det. Sullivan, love to
shoot people.

The Pagan Outlaws are dominant
throughout Union County and re-
cently merged with a chapter based
out of Bergen County. A common
tattoo is G.F.P.D. (God Forgives,
Pagans Don’t), which Det. Sullivan
said is an indication of “no mercy.”
The Pagans’ biggest rival is Hell’s
Angels. An unprovoked violent in-
cident that recently occurred at a
bar in Elizabeth where an individual
wore a Hell’s Angels T-shirt into
the well-known Pagan hangout led
to the arrest of a Pagan living in
Berkeley Heights.

Gangs have become mainstream
and “cool,” Det. Sullivan told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. Mov-
ies and music talk about gangs and
glorify that lifestyle. “It doesn’t
matter who you are. You see that
glorification of a criminal lifestyle,
of violence, and it is pervasive and
it crosses all cultural lines and
boundaries. Everyone has been de-
sensitized to it,” he said.

“We always encourage people, like
with the terrorists, if you see some-
thing, say something. If you live in a
town and you see something that you
believe is gang activity, you don’t
necessarily have to call 9-1-1, but
you would want to report it to your
local police department,” Det.
Sullivan said.

He stated that although gangs are

more prevalent in towns like
Plainfield, Elizabeth, Linden and
Roselle, members have no bound-
aries. “We don’t generally see
Westfield and Scotch Plains as an
epicenter of gang activity, but we
have guys that move out of the
town that they grew up in and are
dating someone who lives in one
of these towns and perhaps move
in with them,” Det. Sullivan told
The Times.

“People are so quick to get down
on Elizabeth and Plainfield and
Newark and say this isn’t my prob-
lem. But every town has some docu-
mented gang activity,” Det. Sullivan
said.

Det. Sullivan stressed that par-
ents should educate themselves and
be aware of gangs, but should also
know the difference between a
“gang of kids” and an organized
street gang. “I can never recall an
incident where kids came in [to
Elizabeth] for a football game or
something and were overrun by a
gang,” he said. “There is a big dif-
ference between a bunch of kids
who get together, and act stupid
and get into a fight with another
group of kids. There is a big differ-
ence between that and organized
street gangs.”

“Knowledge is key. Ignorance to
fact and reality is our enemy,” Det.
Sullivan said. “Just because they do
not lay their head down in your
town does not mean you won’t be a
target.”  For more information on
gangs, visit ucnj.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gang Forum

ing is scheduled for Tuesday, No-
vember 29, at 7:30 p.m. in the ad-
ministrative offices at Evergreen El-
ementary School at Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street in Scotch
Plains. SPFHS Varsity Boys’ Soc-
cer Coach Tom Breznitsky will be
honored for his 600th career win.
The BOE also will introduce a
policy regarding dating violence at
school.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

ing out to the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) for fund-
ing.

The Army Corps has also been
studying the Lenape Park Basin and
how it may be an area to improve to
help mitigate flooding. U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Hydraulic Engi-
neer Andre Chauncey, Jr. said he has
no concrete answers, but communi-
cated an array of possibilities he is
studying, including raising the eleva-
tion of the levee overbanks by ap-
proximately six feet to alleviate flood-
ing during a 25-year storm.

Mayor Aschenbach told The Times,
“If the community can’t wait for the
Army Corps,” than the committee
would seek funding from state, county
and the township to move forward on
deepening the basin and elevating the
levees there. He said that would pro-
tect the township from a 25-year storm.

The Army Corps’ study of the
Rahway River has been modeling for
solutions to mitigate a 100-year storm,
which Hurricane Floyd in 1999 was
categorized. Irene was categorized as
a 500-year storm.

Township Committeeman Dave
Robinson commented, “If you are
looking to stop a Floyd, it’s not good
enough. Say this (Irene) is the new
standard, this is what we need to
model.”

Homes that are outside of the flood
zone – which encompass 100-year
storms – in Cranford, and even those

outside a 500-year flood zone, were
flooded as a result of Irene.

Sima Murphy of Locust Avenue on
the northside of Cranford said she lives
outside the flood zone but was impacted
by Irene. She asked if the Army Corps
would be taking into account those
homes. Project Manager Alek Petersen
said the Army Corps looked at all struc-
tures within the 500-year flood plain.

“I had four feet of water running past
my home and I am outside the 500-year
flood plain,” said Catherine Alexander
of Crane Parkway, located on the South-
east quadrant of Cranford. She said
municipalities, up and downstream in-
cluding Cranford, are not adhering to
their stormwater management regula-
tions with redevelopment and new de-
velopment.

“We [Cranford] are allowing for more
and more 100-percent impervious sur-
face,” she said. The mayor dissented
her statement.

The township committee has said
they want to build a retention basin on
Birchwood Avenue where a 360-unit
building is proposed. The township
committee has said they will con-
tinue to fight a builder’s remedy law-
suit and a subsequent ruling in the
courts to stop the development.

However, Mr. Chauncey said the
proposed basin on Birchwood Av-
enue would not alleviate floodwaters
backing up from the Rahway River,
but, “It will help localized (flood-
ing),” he said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rahway River Flooding

couple of thousand people, claimed
David Biagini of FirsTEAM Man-
agement, SPMC’s manager. The
board consensus was, that as a new
venture, there were things that could
have been done differently to make
the show a success. The main dis-
appointment was that half of the
cars did not show up, and that the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBA) was not
supportive of the event.

Mr. Biagini said 12,000 copies of
its magazine, Simply Scotch Plains,
would be mailed on Friday, De-
cember 9, to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents. He said adver-
tising revenue for the holiday issue
stands at $6,000.

SPMC members also discussed a
proposed ordinance change, which
would change Sunset Place to a
one-way street because of heavy
traffic on the street. Board mem-
bers said their only concern is if it
were to be a one-way dead end
street, would a fire truck be able

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Management Corp.
turn around.

They board then discussed a sur-
vey which showed that property
owners on East Second Street
wanted holiday decorations put up
to attract shoppers this holiday sea-
son. SPMC members said they
would be willing to use their budget
to put up holiday decorations.

The next regular meeting for the
SPMC will be held in January.

the lighting of the Christmas tree at 5
p.m.

Saturday, December 3
Garwood will light its Christmas tree

at 6 p.m. at the municipal building
parking lot on North Avenue. The event
is sponsored by the Garwood Celebra-
tions Committee.

Mountainside will light its Christ-
mas tree at 4:30 p.m. at Borough Hall
located at the intersection of Route 22
and New Providence Road.

Sunday, December 4
The Scotch Plains Business and Pro-

fessional Association (SPBA) will hold
its 16th annual Old Fashioned Holi-
day Celebration on Sunday, Decem-
ber 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. on the Village
Green on Park Avenue.

The annual event includes ice sculpt-
ing, a petting zoo, Rainbow the Clown
and a horse-drawn wagon ride.

Fanwood’s holiday season officially

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Christmas Tree Lightings
begins when Santa Claus arrives in
town on Sunday, December 4, at 3
p.m. under the big tent on the lawn in
front of the North Avenue Train Sta-
tion in Fanwood. Seasonal music,
free holiday crafts and refreshments
will be featured. Free children’s pic-
tures with Santa will also be included.

Mayor Colleen Mahr will light the
borough’s Christmas tree at 5 p.m.
The Fanwood Recreation Commis-
sion is sponsoring the event.

Union County will hold its Nature
Craft Show featuring the lighting of
the county Christmas tree and
Menorah on Sunday, December 4,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Trailside
Nature and Science Center in
Mountainside.

Also featured will be a visit from
Santa and Mrs. Claus and free
children’s coloring and face painting
and holiday singers.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OOPS...A woman lost control of her car in Westfield Friday afternoon, hitting the
house at 818 East Broad Street.
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SP Mayor’s Gala Committee
Tells of Festivities for Event
SCOTCH PLAINS –The Scotch

Plains Mayor’s Gala Committee has
announced the honorees and festivi-
ties for the 21st Annual Mayor’s Gala
on Saturday, December 3.

This year the Gala will honor those
individuals and businesses who vol-
unteered both their time and efforts
to the Scotch Plains September 11th
Memorial on the Village Green.

Scotch Plains resident Ernesto
Hernandez designed the 9/11 Memo-
rial itself. From that design, Checchio
Paving as well as D. Romeo Land-
scaping donated their time and man-
power to build the memorial. Eastern
Marble & Granite provided all the
granite work that took place within
the memorial. Additionally, Bartell
Farm & Garden Supply donated the
pavers that make up the memorial.

To help complete the Memorial,
materials and services were provided
by local businesses including Garden
Homes, John Mandel Web Design,

Parker Gardens, Patrick Bartels Elec-
trical, Plainfield Granite Works, Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation, Weldon Concrete, and W. J.
Casey Trucking & Rigging Company.

Throughout the project many of the
local businesses stepped up to provide
both additional goods and assistance.
Those businesses include: Alfonso’s
Pizzeria, Apple Blossom Flower Shop,
Arcade Marble, Inc., Cornerstone Ar-
chitectural, EKA Associates, Espo’s
Tree & Crane Service, Ferrara Land-
scape, MJS Welding Service, Natelli
Bros. Painting Contractors, Nature’s
Beauty Marble, Ponzio Florist, and
Rutko Engraving Systems.

In honor of the first responders, the
night’s proceeds will be divided
equally amongst the Scotch Plains
Police Department, Scotch Plains Fire
Department, Scotch Plains First Aid
Squad as well as the Municipal Alli-
ance Committee.

This year’s Gala will take place at
the Italian American Hall in Scotch
Plains from 7 p.m. to midnight and
will feature a raffle for two round trip
airline tickets to anywhere in the
Continental U.S. The night will also
include a silent auction and tricky
tray auction featuring a wide variety
of prizes donated.

Tickets to the Mayor’s Charity Gala
are $65 and can be purchased by
either visiting scotchplainsnj.com and
clicking the “Recreation Registra-
tion” Community Pass link or by
calling the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department at (908) 322-6700, ex-
tension no. 223.

The Gala is a non-partisan event,
which serves to gather all segments of
the community for an evening full of
dining, dancing and a silent auction.

For information about sponsoring
or donating an item for the Mayor’s
Gala, contact the Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Department.

Memorial Bricks Dedicated
On Hetfield House Walkway
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Blanton Graduates
Defense Lang. Institute

WESTFIELD – SPC Maximilien
Blanton graduated from the Defense
Language Institute Foreign Language
Center, Presidio of Monterey, Calif.,
on November 3, after having suc-
cessfully fulfilled the prescribed re-
quirements for the program of in-
struction in the Korean language.

The son of Helene and Clarke
Blanton and older brother of Gregory
and Antoine of Westfield, SPC
Blanton completed his Basic Combat
Training at Fort Jackson, S.C. in 2009,
graduated from Clemson University
in 2008 with a degree in history, and
is a member of the 2004 Class of
Westfield High School.

Following job specific Army Intel-
ligence training in Texas, SPC Blanton
will report to Korea in June of 2012.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Legislative Office to
Collect Coats for Drive

WESTFIELD — The Legislative
Office of Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) will serve
as one of the collection sites for the
16th Annual Jersey Cares Coat Drive.
The objective of this year’s coat drive
is to collect and distribute 50,000
“gently used” winter coats to at-risk
men, women and children.

“We can all do our small part in
achieving this goal by simply look-
ing through a closet for a coat that is
no longer worn,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Over the past 15 years Jersey Cares
has distributed hundreds of thousands
of coats to New Jersey residents in
need. Gently used coats for men,
women and children will be accepted
through Monday, December 12 at the
District 21 Legislative Office located
at 251 North Ave., West, 2nd Floor in
Westfield. The office hours are 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.
For more information, call (908) 232-
2073 or e-mail
asmbramnick@njleg.org. To learn
more about the Jersey Cares coat
drive, visit jerseycares.org.

Purple Heart Memorial
GARWOOD – The borough offi-

cially accepted a Purple Heart Monu-
ment on November 12 from the Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart. The
monument honoring those wounded
in action has been installed at the
Georgiana Memorial gazebo at the
corner of Walnut and Fourth Avenues
in the borough.

MOUNTAINSIDE — A total of 19
bricks were added to the walkway up
to the historic Hetfield House during a
veteran brick dedication ceremony at
Hetfield on Veterans Day. Prior to the
veterans’ bricks, five private bricks
were also dedicated, one in memory
of a local young man.

Non-veteran bricks were dedicated
for Louis and Fontaine Gatti, the
Graziano Family (1970), Nicholson
Family, Richie and Ro Ernst (Sep-
tember 17, 1961),  and one in Memory
of William “BJ” Giannone.

Veterans bricks included: William J.
Simonson, 1st, Lt. U.S. Air Corp.; Tho-
mas M. Root, Capt., U.S. Army; SSGT
Frank A. Kelly, Sr. World War II, Ko-
rean War; Herman Zinberg, father of
Lyn Sichel; The Szeles Family; Claire
Butler, Army Lt., World War II; in
memory of Basil and Joan Naporano;
The Schrul Family — Bill, Teri, Steven,
Allison; Sgt. Samuel Mills, Army Air
Corps, World War II; Michael and Edith
Sgarro; Nick Jeka, BEF, 1914, Don
Jeka, USMC, 1946; James J. Debbie,
Sr., World War II, USS San Marcos;
Maurice L. Liddy, Jr., LCPL, U.S.
Marines, Sept. 8, 1938 to April 21,
2011; and Linda and Don Sharkey. All
proceeds from the sale of bricks goes to
support the Hetfield House. The
Mountainside Historic Restoration
Committee said it plans on making the
veterans’ brick ceremony an annual
event on Veterans Day.

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

ANNUAL TREK TO A.C.…Westfield Town Councilmen Keith Loughlin, left, and
James Foerst, second from left, Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, fourth from left, and Town Attorney Russ Finestein attended the 96th
annual  League of Municipalities Convention in Atlantic City last week.

Did You Know?
New Jersey is second behind Alaska

among the worst states for debt per
capita, according to a State Budget
Solutions  study.  They are followed
by Connecticut, Hawaii and Illinois.
New Jersey’s debt per capita is
$32,000. Alaska ranks worst with
total state debt per private sector
worker at $102,389 per worker com-
pared to $85,615 in New Jersey.

Area Officials Make Trek to
League of Mun. Convention

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Elected and non-elected
municipal officials throughout the area
made the annual trek last week to the
Atlantic City Convention Center for
the 96th annual New Jersey League of
Municipalities Convention.

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Chris Marion said Scotch Plains had
a full contingent in Atlantic City,
including Mayor Nancy Malool as
well as three council members and
department heads.

Mr. Marion attended a number of
seminars, ranging from a discussion
of the state’s cap law on municipal
spending to “The Changing Down-
town,” a discussion co-sponsored by
Downtown New Jersey, Inc., which
included representatives from the
Livingston business district. The
panel discussed everything from how
to fill vacancies and retail trends to
parking techniques to support new
uses.

“They definitely had some good
panel discussions this year,” Mr.
Marion said.

Mr. Marion said he and the govern-
ing body had the chance to look at
equipment that was on display at the
Atlantic City Convention Center, in-
cluding a sewer jet truck used for sewer
backups and to clear catch basins. He
said the township is looking to replace
its own 12-year-old truck by acquiring
one through a national purchasing co-
operative available to towns.

Mr. Marion said the township pays
for employees to attend the conven-
tion, from the $55 registration fee to
overnight accommodations up to
$250 per night. He said the hotel
where he stayed cost $150 per night.

Garwood Administrator and Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma said
she was the only Garwood represen-
tative to attend the convention, not-
ing that she took vacation time and
paid her way, as the borough no longer
pays for employees to attend the con-
vention.

She said she was particularly im-
pressed with the line of equipment
this year that was on display by ven-
dors, noting that equipment was avail-
able for all aspects of municipal gov-
ernment operations. As an example,
Ms. Ariemma said she saw equip-
ment for recreational fields ranging
from lighting and turf to playground
equipment. Ms. Ariemma said al-
though the array of equipment was
impressive, she knows most towns
do not have the money to make ex-
pensive purchases this year.

Ms. Ariemma said she was “disap-
pointed” that none of Garwood’s
elected officials attended the conven-
tion. “It’s sad because they really can
be educated there (by attending panel
discussions),” she said.

Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer added that, “If you (attend-
ees) do it the right way…it’s a lot
work,” noting that the convention
floor features 25 rows of vendors. In
addition, seminars are scheduled all
day long throughout the convention.
Mr. Mortimer attended a panel dis-
cussion on the State Strategic Plan-
ning Process, which has been changed
to one that “supports sustainable
growth,” according to the League’s

program.
Mr. Mortimer said members of

Governor Chris Christie’s cabinet
attended, including the commission-
ers from the Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP), Department
of Community Affairs (DCA) and
Department of Transportation (DOT).
He said in the past, departments oper-
ated on their own on land-use plan-
ning but are now “on the same page.”
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr led
the discussion.

Also attending from Mountainside
were Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Council-
man Robert Messler and Council-
woman Deanna Andre, as well as
Borough Administrator/Police Chief
James Debbie and Borough Clerk
Martha Lopez.

Mr. Mortimer said he also was able
to meet with vendors selling fire
equipment, as the borough is in the
market to replace one of its fleet of
three fire trucks, which is now 30
years old. He additionally looked at
energy-efficient lighting products for
the municipal complex.

Westfield Councilman Keith
Loughlin made the trip to Atlantic
City for the third consecutive year. He
said his focus is not the many vendors
looking to sell products and services
to towns, but instead to meet with
officials from surrounding towns to
build relationships. Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea, Town Attorney Russ
Finestein and fellow council mem-
bers James Foerst and Vicki Kimmins
also attended the convention.

“The overwhelming theme at [the
last few conventions] is the tremen-
dous pressure towns are under to
control costs and to get some type of
control over property taxes,” Mr.
Loughlin said.

Millburn to Host
Rahway River Meeting

MILLBURN — The Mayors Coun-
cil on Rahway River Watershed Con-
trol will hold its first meeting on
Monday, November 28 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Millburn Municipal Building.
Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff is
hosting the meeting, which will ad-
journ by 9 p.m.

The main objective of the organi-
zation is the mitigation of flooding
that was heightened by the damages
wrought by Hurricane Irene.

The agenda for the November 28
meeting will include: a statement of
objectives, organization structure, an
Hurricane Irene damage assessment
in the communities that the Rahway
River runs through, storage and flood
control structure proposals, and state
legislation including state reimburse-
ment for what Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
doesn’t cover.
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News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

Editor’s Note: Rep. Leonard Lance read
the following statement on the floor of the
House of Representatives on November
16 before the vote on the Balanced Bud-
get Amendment.  The legislation received
261 “yes” votes and 165 “no” votes,
falling short of the 284 votes needed to
pass with the necessary two-thirds of House
members.

Mr. Speaker, As of November 14, 2011,
the United States national debt was
$14.973 trillion, according to the Depart-
ment of Treasury. With pending security
auctions this month, it is inevitable that
the national debt will reach the unprec-
edented level of $15 trillion in the coming
weeks. When the national debt reaches
$15 trillion it means the U.S. debt-to-GDP
ratio will reach 99.7 percent of our debt.
This is $47,900 for every living American.
Since President Obama took office in 2009,
the debt has gone up by $4.3 trillion.

In the last 50 years, the federal govern-
ment has only managed to balance its
budget five times, most recently with Presi-
dent Clinton, a Democrat, and Republican
control of the House of Representatives
and the Senate. Washington now borrows
approximately 40 percent of every dollar
it spends. Foreign investors hold half of
our nation’s public debt and one-third of
overall debt — not only from China, but
from Japan, Great Britain, Saudi Arabia,
and other places as well.

Admiral Mullen, the recently retired
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has
rightly called the national debt “the single
biggest threat to our national security.”

While we have made significant
strides in reducing the cost of govern-
ment over the past few months, much
more is needed to be done. The primary
focus of this Congress and our new
leadership has been to restore fiscal san-
ity and fiscal restraint to the federal
government.

We must remember that the money in
the Treasury is not our money, but it is
the people’s money, and we are charged
with being good stewards of that money.
There is only one way to ensure that future
Congresses and Presidents, regardless of
party, are unable to return to the reckless,
out of control spending of the past. That is
to pass a balanced budget amendment to
the United States Constitution.

This week, Congress will vote on a
balanced budget amendment to the Con-
stitution for the first time in 16 years.

In 1995, following passage by the
House of Representatives, the United
States Senate came within one vote of
sending a version of a balanced budget
amendment to the states for ratification.
Since then, our total national debt has
almost tripled.

Today’s proposal is nearly identical
to the one that passed the House with 72
Democratic votes in 1995.

Amending our Constitution should

not be taken lightly. I will support the
balanced budget amendment because I
believe it is the right thing to do to help
get our nation’s fiscal house in order.

I would have preferred that the bal-
anced budget amendment include a spend-
ing cap, but we need Democratic mem-
bers to achieve the necessary two-thirds
majority required for a constitutional
amendment to be sent to the states for
ratification. That is why the amendment
we will be considering almost mirrors the
1995 text.

Before coming to Congress I served
in the New Jersey State Legislature where
I successfully sought reforms to ensure
that our state government was respon-
sible with the people’s money. In 2008,
the people of New Jersey passed my state
constitutional amendment to require voter
approval for issuance of state borrowing.
I’m proud to be able to do my part here in
Washington as well.

Most states, including New Jersey, are
required to balance their states’ budgets.
If the federal government continues to
spend what it does not have, the balanced
budget amendment would provide a
much-needed safeguard to restrict future
spending.

As someone who tries to be a student of
American history, I know that a balanced
budget amendment is not a new idea.
Thomas Jefferson was a strong proponent
of the idea. He said: “I wish it were pos-
sible to obtain a single amendment to our
Constitution. I would be willing to depend
on that alone for the reduction of the
administration of our government.”

He was referring to a balanced budget
amendment. Those were wise words
when spoken and they are wise words
today. Passing a balanced budget amend-
ment would also help move us closer to
the much needed economic certainty
our nation desperately needs to boost
the economy and help create jobs.

When I was a boy and a young man,
the fundamental issue confronting the
nation was the threat of the Soviet Union
and international communism, the fo-
cus of evil in the modern world as Presi-
dent Reagan said.

The fundamental issue confronting
the nation in the Twenty-first Century is
fiscal responsibility. Will our children
live in a diminished America? Will the
promise of America that each genera-
tion does better than the generation be-
fore it continue to exist? Will we con-
tinue to lead the world or will leadership
pass to China or India or to some other
place?

This is the great issue confronting the
people of the United States, and it is the
great issue confronting us here in Con-
gress. Let’s get our fiscal house in order.
Let’s pass a balanced budget amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States.

Fed. Deficit Is Great
Issue of Our Time

TURKEY TIME…Newly re-elected State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield)
hands over a turkey to Westfield Fitness Owner Vincent Chen. The turkey was
donated as part of Westfield Fitness’ second annual Thanksgiving food drive,
which benefited the Community FoodBank of New Jersey. Donations during the
successful event were triple that of the prior year.

Congress OKs $15 Mil. In
Funding for Gateway Tunnel

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Con-
gress has approved $15 million in
funding for the Gateway Tunnel, an
Amtrak project that would link
Secaucus to the south side of New
York Penn Station in Midtown
Manhattan for commuters. The
funding will be used by Amtrak to
begin design and engineering work
on the tunnel.

 “Transportation is the lifeblood of
New Jersey’s economy, and the Gate-
way Tunnel will be a critical im-
provement for commuters in our state
and across the region,” Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.) said. “I’m
pleased this bill includes funding to
move forward with a new trans-
Hudson tunnel that will benefit our
commuters and bring real high-speed
rail to New Jersey and the Northeast
Corridor.”

“New Jersey’s economic opportu-
nities are being dampened by clogged
Hudson River crossings,” Sen.
Menendez (D-N.J.) said. “This fund-

ing allows the Gateway Project to
move forward and without a new
tunnel we risk continued economic
stagnation for the state.”

Increased traffic and congestion
into midtown Manhattan threatens
the economy of northern New Jersey
and the entire region. The existing
100-year-old rail tunnels into mid-
town Manhattan are already operat-
ing at capacity during rush hour, and
ridership is expected to double in the
next two decades.

To address these immediate con-
cerns following the cancellation of
the Access to Region’s Core (ARC)
Tunnel project by Governor Chris
Christie over millions of dollars in
projected cost overruns, Amtrak ex-
pedited plans to build the new trans-
Hudson rail tunnels. In addition to
increasing the number of NJ Transit
and Amtrak trains into and out of
New York, the project will also ex-
pand intercity and high-speed rail
service on the Northeast Corridor,
the Senators said.

The Gateway Tunnel project is
expected to increase NJ Transit com-
muter rail capacity into New York
by 65 percent (an increase from 20
to 33 trains per hour during peak
hours), in addition to adding eight
additional Amtrak trains during peak
hours.

The legislation has been be sent to
President Barack Obama for his sig-
nature.

RVSA Co-Generation Cost
Recapture Scheme Revealed

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) Board
of Commissioners last Thursday re-
viewed details of how the Authority
intends to recapture the costs for con-
struction of the co-generation and
sludge drying facilities. The project to
construct a pipeline to add the ability
to burn digester gas in the Authority’s
boilers continues to be stalled by de-
lays by RVSA’s contractor.

Solicitation letters of interest to
run the co-generation and sludge dry-
ing facilities via public/private part-
nerships were mentioned at the meet-
ing. When questioned about these
letters following the meeting, RVSA
Executive Director James Meehan
said although these two projects
would need to be privately operated,
the RVSA does not plan to privatize
the facility to generate revenue.

“We’re going to make use of this
equipment one way or another,” Mr.
Meehan said. He said the co-genera-
tion facility would not be run as de-
signed but instead is used as a peak
power facility, defined as a power
plant that is brought on line to gener-
ate power when high levels of electri-
cal demand is required. The sludge
drying facility has roughly double
the necessary capacity, so it could be
used to dry sludge coming from other
facilities, Mr. Meehan said. In this
case, the operator would bring mar-
keting capabilities but would need
to fund some modifications to the

facility to allow outside sludge to be
dried.

Mr. Meehan said that the RVSA is
“doing everything we can to mitigate
damages.” Another aspect of how this
will be attempted was revealed through
a fairly cryptic mention of a court filing
to bring other parties into the authori-
ties arbitration proceedings about the
co-generation and sludge drying facili-
ties. The notice to proceed on the di-
gester gas-piping contract was issued
on August 2, 2011. The duration was
200 days and the contractor is still
submitting shop drawings for review.
Mr. Meehan said this would result in
the RVSA needing to flare off roughly
$60,000 of digester gas monthly.

John Buonocore, an engineer on the
RVSA staff, reported on the status of
this project. He said that the project
itself would not take very long, prob-
ably about 60 days, but that the delays
have prevented the blower from being
constructed. The manufacturer requires
16 weeks to produce the blower, so it’s
important that it be ordered as soon as
possible. The authority has indicated to
the contractor that that the RVSA in-
tends to pursue damages of $1,000 per
day for delays beyond the scheduled
completion date of February 18, 2012.

In other business, Mr. Meehan’s sal-
ary was raised $10,000 to a new an-
nual salary of $140,000. Cranford
Commissioner James Murphy said the
increase represents a 7.7 per cent in-
crease. Mr. Meehan pointed out that
even after the raise his salary was
$45,000 less than his predecessor.

Day and Evening Appointments Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Interest Free Financing Flexible Payments Options

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave Scotch Plains NJ

  TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

For Kids 
Exam  digital x-rays  

Cleaning  fluoride 

New patients only  Reg. $220 
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For Adults 
Exam  digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only  Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/11 WL 
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use youruse youruse youruse your dental  dental  dental  dental 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH…Representatives of Trinitas Reginal Medical Cen-
ter of Elizabeth met the Westfield community on November 16 to discuss service
opportunities. Pictured, from left to right, are: Jill Sawers of Westfield, who hosted
the event; Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield); Trinitas President and
Chief Executive Officer Gary Horan, and Trinitas Chief Development Officer
Nadine Brechner. During the event Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick
brainstormed with Mr. Horan on how best to utilize health (medical/mental)
services to meet student interests and expand student participation.

Super Comm. Fails
WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th) has expressed “deep
disappointment” over the failure of
the 12-member Super Committee,
which announced late Monday that it
cannot agree on cutting $1.2 trillion
from the nation’s deficit over the next
10 years.

“Today’s announcement coupled
with last week’s defeat of a Balanced
Budget Amendment in the U.S. House
leaves many Americans doubting if
Washington is truly serious about
getting the nation’s fiscal house in
order.”

R M S CPA LLC 

WWW.FINTAX.COM
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Tax tip of the week:
Contrary to popular myth, there is no income limit 

for contributing to an Individual Retirement Account.

When is it the right time to hire a tax 
professional for your 2011 taxes?

NOW, while there is still time to plan. 
Call us for an introductory appointment.

Combining FINances & TAXation for optimal results

for discerning individuals and small businesses since 1992

Proud Members of:
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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Reform Needed In How N.J. Redraws
Congressional, Legislative Districts

The 2011 elections are now behind us
and the all but completely predictable
results are in. All 120 seats of the New
Jersey State Legislature were at stake
following the once per decade redistrict-
ing process completed earlier this year.
One hundred and ten out of 120 incum-
bent legislators were seeking reelection
to either the seats they already held, a
seat in a newly formed district, or in a
couple of cases, sitting members of the
General Assembly seeking a Senate seat.
Out of the 110 seeking reelection, 108 or
98.2 percent were reelected. Most elec-
tions were double-digit landslides with
the closest race coming in with a 6 per-
cent margin of victory. These are pretty
staggering figures and one wonders
whether the numbers are so high because
of the electorate’s overwhelming approval
of the job our Legislature has been doing
or whether there is another reason at
play. I believe it is more of the latter and
can be directly attributed to the above-
mentioned legislative redistricting pro-
cess.

Following the once per decade na-
tional census, the 50 states are empow-
ered with the duty to redraw their Con-
gressional district lines as well as their
state legislative district lines. In New
Jersey, both the Democratic and Repub-
lican parties select members (usually
sitting legislators) to a redistricting com-
mission where each side proposes new
legislative maps, ostensibly using guide-
lines set forth in the New Jersey Consti-
tution. In reality, they do so more in a
manner that would gain them an elec-
toral advantage in the next 10 years’
worth of elections, while at the same
time placing their incumbents in “safe”
districts. If you remember your high
school government class you might re-
call that this shady practice is known as
gerrymandering.

Invariably, the two sides never agree on
a map and a tiebreaking vote is appointed
by the Chief Justice of the New Jersey
Supreme Court. This year’s tiebreaker
was the scholarly Rutgers professor Alan
Rosenthal, a life-long Democrat who (sur-
prise, surprise) chose the Democrat pro-
posed map over the Republican map. Per-
haps the most outrageous component of
Professor Rosenthal’s rationale was his
desire to ensure a “continuity in represen-
tation” in our legislature. That’s right. The
learned professor somehow interpreted

the guidelines of our state Constitution to
read that the new legislative districts be
drawn in a manner that would all but
guarantee that incumbents get reelected.
And ladies and gentlemen, that is exactly
what happened on November 8.

One should think that there has got to
be a more equitable way to go through
this redistricting process; a process that
most citizens do not realize is even hap-
pening and a process that has heretofore
had more impact on the makeup of our
elected officials than any given election.
In this age of advancing technology, I ask
why we allow this redistricting process
to be driven by partisans who essentially
place their own political survival ahead
of the guidelines set forth by the Consti-
tution. It would seem reasonable to me
that a relatively simple computer pro-
gram be written (and yes, even agreed
upon by both Republicans and Demo-
crats) that would accomplish both the
state legislative and Congressional re-
districting based solely on constitutional
guidelines and do so in a matter of sec-
onds once the new census data is entered.
This would no doubt lead to more com-
petitive districts where incumbents could
no longer assume automatic reelection.
The number of life-long politicians would
be dramatically reduced and those that
were ultimately selected through more
competitive elections would be a more
responsive group who could no longer
take their constituents for granted.

As you read this, a commission com-
posed of partisan Republicans and Demo-
crats are plotting New Jersey’s next con-
gressional district map in time for the
2012 elections. New Jersey will lose one
seat because of a loss of relative popula-
tion and bring our congressional delega-
tion from 13 to 12. There is no question
in my mind that the new map will be
drawn in such a way as to ensure that
come November 2012 (and subsequent
Novembers through 2020), all 12 incum-
bents will find themselves easily reelected
because of their respective gerryman-
dered districts.

While there are cases to be made for
reform in many facets of government,
none would have more of an impact on
our political landscape than a change to
the way our legislative and Congres-
sional districts are drawn every 10 years.

Martin Marks, Mayor
Scotch Plains (2000-2008)

Red Cross Chapter Making Good Use
Of $5,000 Donation From United Fund

Take a look at the American Red
Cross Mission: to provide relief to
victims of disasters and help people
prevent, prepare for, and respond to
emergencies. In a sense, this view
divides the population into two fluid
groups — people who need help and
people who want to help. The Red
Cross is privileged to serve as a link
between the two.

The Raritan Valley Chapter of the
American Red Cross was recently
privileged to receive a gift of $5,000
from the Westfield United Fund to
support our disaster operations in the
wake of Hurricane Irene. The
Westfield United Fund has been re-
sponding to our community’s needs
since 1937 and the Red Cross truly
appreciated their support in restock-
ing our supplies after the devastation
that Irene left behind. The funds sup-
plied by the Westfield United Fund
allowed us to purchase 250 cleanup
kits to be used during disasters for the
residents of Westfield. Each kit comes

with a sectional handle with mop,
broom, squeegee and push broom
heads, pail, scrub brush, sponge, dis-
infectant, detergent/degreaser,
bleach, trash bags, gloves and dust
mask. These necessary items make a
huge impact on the lives of people
who are trying to get their homes in
order.

It is through support like that of the
Westfield United Fund and its donors
that the Raritan Valley Chapter of the
American Red Cross is able to effec-
tively fulfill its mission in helping
people prevent, prepare for and re-
spond to emergencies. If you would
like to make an additional donation
to the local chapter please call (908)
232-7090 for information or mail a
gift to 321 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

Thank you for your continued sup-
port during this holiday season and
beyond.

Suzanne Lutz
American Red Cross, Westfield

Happy Thanksgiving From The
United Fund of Westfield

Thanksgiving is the time of year
when we say thanks for the blessings
of home and health, friends and fam-
ily. In that spirit, we at the Westfield
United Fund wish to express our grati-
tude for the caring neighbors at our
19 member agencies who help make
life better for so many of us through
their programs and services. To name
just a few, we are thankful for...

The volunteers at Mobile Meals
who prepare and deliver hot meals to
the homebound; the staff at the
Westfield Day Care Center who pro-
vide scholarships to single parents
and families experiencing job loss;
the after school tutors at the Westfield
Elementary Schools who help stu-
dents achieve their academic poten-
tial; the compassionate listeners at
CONTACT We Care who staff their
hotlines around the clock so no call
for help goes unanswered; the pro-
fessionals at Youth and Family Coun-
seling Services who provide coun-
seling to help resolve addiction, de-
pression, anxiety, and family issues;

the counselors at the YWCA of East-
ern Union County who shelter and
support women and children suffer-
ing from domestic abuse, and the
handymen and bus drivers of the
American Red Cross who make it
possible for our elderly neighbors to
remain in their homes.

We are especially thankful to the
more than 1,000 Westfield residents
who make all these programs pos-
sible through their generous contri-
butions to our annual campaign. As a
sign of personal “thanks-giving,” we
encourage all who have not yet made
a pledge this year to either send in a
pledge card or contribute online
(www.westfieldunitedfund.org).

By sharing our blessings, we can
extend the holiday spirit throughout
the coming year. On behalf of all of
us at the Westfield United Fund, best
wishes for a happy and healthy
Thanksgiving.

Kim Benou
2011 Campaign Chairman

Westfield United Fund

Benedict Vows to Remain Attentive
And Involved In Goings On In FW

I would like to offer my sincere
congratulations to Mayor Mahr as
well as Councilman Heugel and
Councilman-Elect Boris on a victori-
ous campaign. Public life is neither
glamorous nor elegant and it takes a
certain kind of individual to pursue
it; my hat is off to each of them.

While my running mates Nicole
Cole, Joe Britt and I did not win the
election, we are pleased that we have
had the opportunity to shed light on
issues that are important to Fanwood’s
citizens and offer them a viable choice
for its leadership. Hopefully, these
issues will remain in the forefront of
everyone’s mind and continue to fos-
ter critical thinking about the future
of Fanwood.

I am personally grateful to have
met many of my neighbors through-
out the campaign season and learned
what is truly important to them. Hav-
ing spent so many weeks listening to
Fanwoodians, I can comfortably say
that those who came out and voted
got the government they deserve.

Finally, I owe a great debt of grati-
tude to my wife and son who sacri-
ficed our family time for the greater
good. I know that they are happy to
have me home, and I am happy to be
there. In future years, I know I will
remain attentive, involved and inter-
ested in the goings on in and around
town in some way or another.

Jason Benedict GOP Candidate
Fanwood Borough Council

Why Were Memorial
 Fields Fertilized?

During the last two weeks as we,
along with many other Westfielders,
trotted across Memorial Park soccer
fields, we were rather alarmed and
disturbed to see clumps of fertilizer/
pesticides strewn about the fields.
Given that the season ended this week,
we were wondering why the Public
Works Department could not wait in
the application of these chemicals.
There really is no benefit for anyone
to be exposed to such toxins. The
children run around in it and their
younger siblings roll around in it.

A call to the Public Works depart-
ment has not (yet) yielded any an-
swers. At best, this is another case of
poor communication between the
Recreational Department and Public
Works. At worst, it’s gross negligence.
If we can protect our children from
harmful substances, why not do it?

Kirti Malik and Lisa Karter
Westfield

Are Solar Panels On
Tele. Poles Real Deal or
Con of The Century?
As a fan of solar energy, the sight

of hundreds and hundreds of solar
units hung on our telephone poles is
very impressive. The concept of
pumping extra energy into the grid
near where it is being used makes a
lot of sense.

What troubles me is how the public
can know with 100 percent certainty
that these units are the real deal and
pump out 220 watts on a clear day or
are only putting out partial power or
no power at all. I’m sure that these
units were not cheap and I don’t
know when there will be a pay back.
But I’d feel a lot better if the state and
federal government would randomly
check these beautiful panels to see if
this is the real deal or the con of the
century. Stranger things have hap-
pened.

Joseph Dupont
Warren Township

Be Thankful for Our Community,
Friends and Sharing with Family

This week, we celebrate Thanksgiving with our
family, neighbors and friends. Many travel to join us
from afar.

True, it is a significant national holiday, immortal-
izing the journey, trials and triumphs of our country’s
first settlers and celebrating the beginning of a
melting pot, the American culture. Most of us feel
the holiday as a profoundly personal one, one that
brings together the significant people in our indi-
vidual lives.

Some families separated by distance will reunite;
some will, unfortunately, feel the weight of familial
strife a little more. For many in our community,
Thanksgiving means an epic feast not to be rivaled
by any other meal during the year; for some, it is a
day to feel the weight of poverty a little more.

As with many holidays, Thanksgiving can bring
stress instead of comfort and joy. Not all of the chaos
is necessarily bad – some of it can be downright
entertaining – but hopefully everyone can look past
a burnt turkey or a petty squabble and remember that
everyone has something to be thankful for.

And, thinking beyond our individual lives, we
must remember that there are those who cannot
celebrate the holiday with loved ones or partake of
big meals.

It has been an eventful year with floods and
hurricanes causing suffering for thousands – that
which we experienced is mostly in the past and we
recovered. As we give thanks for our good fortune,
provide a moment of thought for others.

This year, please be extra thankful; pray for the
return of our many soldiers from long deployments;
seek peace in the world. We have many reminders of
how precious the gifts of family, friends and com-
munity truly are.

The start of the holiday season is upon us. Many
stores and advertisements are already reminding us
that Christmas is fast approaching. Enjoy Thanks-
giving and embrace the spirit of the upcoming Christ-
mas season.

Let’s remember the gifts we already have – thank-
ful for the community of people with whom we share
those gifts.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Souter – A shoemaker
2. Iatrology – The science of medicine
3. Oeuvres – Literary works
4. Terpsichorean – A dancer

GRIFFIER
1. A jewler’s gouging tool for working

in a depression, as in engraving metal
2. A recorder or registrar
3. A shelf behind an altar for candle-

sticks
4. Coarse iron ore

UNGULATE
1. Having hoofs
2. To saturate; soak
3. Showing patience; calmness
4. To give a wavy form, margin, or

surface
VENATIC

1. Acting by poisoning
2. Fond of or living by hunting
3. Easily bribed or corrupted
4. Nomadic; roving

DEPASCENT
1. Impoverished; poor
2. Feeding
3. Lacking adequate mental power
4. Apathetic; disinterested

TREE LIMBS? MAYBE
BEST NEIGHBORS GET
TOGETHER A CLEAN UP

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

The Amazing Generosity of Many People And Companies
On Sunday, September 25, 2011, I

organized my sixth and final charity
baseball game here in Westfield, to
benefit Furniture Assist, a Kenilworth-
based organization that collects furni-
ture from donors and distributes it to
those in need. The money raised will be
put towards the cost of their storage
units, as well as the cost of the trucks
and truck drivers to collect and deliver
the donations.

This year was absolutely the most
successful of them all (and I mean it this
time!), thanks once again to the amaz-
ing generosity of many people and com-
panies. Food and drinks were donated
by Bagel Chateau, Manhattan Bagels,
Mario’s Deli, ShopRite, Starbucks, Stop
n’ Shop and The Office Beer Bar &
Grill. Gift certificates, raffle items and
monetary donations were generously
made by 16 Prospect, Baron’s Drug
Store, Bath Junkie, Casa di Pizza,
Chili’s, Cherrybrook Premium Pet Sup-
plies, Fancy Nails, Farmhouse Store,
FroYo, Galeria Art and Framing,
Garwood Lanes, Gennaro’s,
Headturners Salon, Hershey’s Subs,
Inspire, J. Winthrop, Jay’s Cycle, Jill
Brown, Joanne Gordon (Pampered
Chef), Limani Seafood Grill, Mani Pedi
Nails and Spa, Nagoya, On the Side
Spa, Rookies and Stars Sports Col-

lectibles, Tinga, Turning Point, Tutti
Baci Cafe, Westfield Diner, and
Westfield Running Company.

Special thanks to Jana Deneroff (CBS),
Nat Butler and Jen Pottheiser, Ken Seitel
(NBA), and Dan Lynch (N.Y. Giants) for
the wonderful silent auction items. Also,
I’d like to thank Jersey Tees in Kenilworth
for the awesome shirts this year, pro-
vided at a discounted price.

I want to thank our friends and fellow
Westfield residents for their participa-
tion and support. Thanks to all the 12th
graders who played in the game, and all
the parents, who, although rusty, proved
to be too much for the kids, pulling off
a 7-3 win! Thanks to all my friends and
family who helped set up, stayed to
watch the game and purchased lots of
raffle tickets and bid on silent auction
items.

In total, we raised over $4,250 for
Furniture Assist, and would never have
been so successful without everyone’s
generosity!

I would also like to thank the follow-
ing friends who helped the day of the
event: The Harris Family, The Lutz
Family, The Friedman Family, Alex
Jeffrey, and many, many more! Without
them, I would have been so busy that I
wouldn’t have been able to play in the
game. I have to once again single out

Theresa Harris, who for all six years,
has helped enormously with various
organizational aspects on game day,
including setting up the raffle and silent
auction tables. She even rescheduled a
trip so that she could make it to the
game, and I can’t thank her enough! I
must also thank John and Nancy Jakub,
who donated the use of their canopy
tent for the game, given the ominous
forecast, and came out bright and early
to assemble it. They, along with my
Dad, Nat Butler (who came at 6 a.m.!),
Tom and TJ Lutz, Jeff Harris, and Will
Hogge, all chipped in to the effort to set
up the tent. Of course, none of this
would have happened had it not been
for the effort and support of my parents
(who donated a gift certificate, in addi-
tion to covering the costs of certain
game day items, including the t-shirts).

I couldn’t be more thankful to every-
one who has contributed to my efforts
over the past six years. As cliché as it may
sound, my game would truly not have
been successful without the help and
support of the community. As I head off to
college, I will never cease to appreciate
all the great things that this experience
has taught me, nor will I forget all those
who made this game possible.

Daniel Berke (age 17)
Westfield
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Running Unopposed Made Me Very
Aware of Support of Ward 2 Residents

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank so many of you who
have elected me for the third time as
your representative. First and fore-
most, I want to thank you, the resi-
dents of the Second Ward, for your
continued trust and confidence. I am
humbled by your support and I prom-
ise to continue to represent you to the
best of my ability for the next four
years. I stand firm in my commitment
to be fiscally prudent and responsive
to all of you.

I would also like to thank my col-
leagues on Council who are a great
team of dedicated individuals. I am
proud to be working with all of you,
especially our Mayor, Andy
Skitbitsky, whose leadership and
dedication I admire so much.

I would also like to thank our state
leaders, Senator Tom Kean, Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick, and Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz, for their
tireless work on behalf of the resi-

dents of Westfield.
This was an unusual campaign in

that I ran without an opponent. How-
ever, I did not treat this campaign
with any less commitment and grati-
tude. Running unopposed made me
very aware of the faith and support of
the second ward residents. This only
reconfirms my pledge to work dili-
gently on your behalf.

My campaign manager, Deirdre
Malacrea, and my treasurer, Dona
Panagos, did a wonderful job on my
campaign and I cannot thank them
enough for their hard work and sup-
port.

Lastly, I must thank my family.
Without their love and support I could
not do any of this. So I thank my
husband Kevin, and children Kevin
Jr., Christopher and Elisabeth from
the bottom of my heart.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan
Westfield

Crossroads Draws Schoeman’s Ire
For Comedian’s Remarks

Editor’s Note: The following is a
copy of a letter sent to the manager of
The Crossroads.

I was shocked to read on page 18 of
today’s (November 17) The Westfield
Leader - a comedian at your estab-
lishment [The Crossroads] sharing
his (her) experience ignoring cou-
pons as a “recovering Jew!” This
remark is anti-Semitic, pure and

simple, and requires an apology by
you and on behalf of The Crossroads.

Jewish people should not frequent
your establishment until you  apolo-
gize publicly and make clear to the
public that your policy, which you
must state to all your performers, is
that they must not make anti-Semitic
remarks or anti-other people re-
marks!

It seems nowadays that “comedi-
ans” and “comediennes” believe that
anything goes in order to get a laugh.
And a cheap laugh, at that!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Jannotti Family in Brazil;
5,000 Miles, Sight Unseen

By GINO JANNOTTI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After picking up my luggage two
weeks ago at the Belo Horizonte Bra-
zil airport, I walked out into the ter-
minal looking for relatives who I
have never met who would be hold-
ing up a sign with my name. But no
one was there, and I began to think
that maybe this trip was going to be a
bust.

A couple of weeks ago, I received
an e-mail from Murilo Osorio from
Brazil telling me that he traced his
heritage back to Antonio Iannotti,
born in 1712 in San Lorenzo
Maggiore, Italy. That is the same
small village where my great-great-
grandfather was born in 1841. Murilo
told me that Domenico and Francesco
Jannotti immigrated to Brazil in 1870
from Celle di Bulgheria, a town near
Salerno, Italy, and that they were
descendents of Antonio, who moved
to Celle di Bulgheria from San
Lorenzo Maggiore.

He invited me to an annual Jannotti
family reunion in Brazil, saying that
at least 200 Jannottis would be in
attendance. I made arrangements to
fly from Newark to Washington, D.C.
(Dulles) to San Paolo to Belo
Horizonte, Brazil. Some of my friends
thought it strange that I would agree
to go to Brazil to meet people that I
did not know, and not speaking Por-
tuguese, based on a series of e-mails
received from Murilo. So, when no
one was there to greet me, I won-
dered if they were correct. I went to
the airport information center. The
agent called a cell phone number that
I had been given for one of the mem-
bers of the “reception” committee
that I was expecting.

To my relief, the agent said that I
should wait and the family members
were on the way. Sure enough, a few
minutes later, people came up to me
holding a large sign with my name.
Three more members of the Jannotti
family joined them.

When I met Joseph Jannotti, 81
years old, I immediately saw the fam-
ily resemblance and was amazed that
three centuries did not diminish the
family facial features. I was taken to
Joseph’s home where he has lived for
40 years and met his family of four
daughters and two sons and various
grandchildren. Joseph is still a prac-
ticing cardiologist and so are two of
his sons. One son-in-law also is a
practicing cardiologist and two grand-
children currently are in medical
school. His live-in cook, Maria, has
worked there for 30 years.

The welcome was a great experi-
ence but only the start of my trip. A
drive of three hours through the moun-
tains where the Portuguese discov-
ered gold and semi-precious stones
took me to Vicosa, Brazil, where the
family reunion was to take place. On
the way, we stopped at Ouro Preto,
which translates to Black Gold, a
World Heritage site (UNESCO). We
visited the churches and the stone
market. At Viçosa, we met Murilo
and members of the family who were
staying at the hotel. We went to din-
ner at a local restaurant where about
50 relatives were beginning the week-
end celebration.

The family spirit was truly thriv-
ing. The next day, we attended a
church service where the priest was
also a Jannotti. I was invited up to the
altar and was introduced to over 200
members of the family, a very emo-
tional time for me. Then we all gath-
ered on the front steps of the church
for a family photograph and followed
with a short drive to the reunion.

The food was the classic Brazilian
churrasco (BBQ) and the drinks were
served for over six hours. I had pho-
tos taken at each table, danced the
samba, laughed, joked and made
friends with family I never knew I
had. I was invited to have a Brazilian
drink, Cachaca, which was served in
a shot glass. So, I thought the proper
thing to do was to chug it, which I did.
But when the fire broke out in my
insides, and the crowd began chant-
ing “Gino, Gino, Gino,” I thought
that perhaps I should have sipped it.

Being invited back for next year’s
reunion, I hope to bring other U.S.
and Canada-based Jannotti family
members to meet their Brazilian cous-
ins. I know it will be an experience
they will never forget.

There is no “J” in the Italian alpha-
bet, so the script “I” of Iannotti has
been mistakenly changed during im-
migration many decades ago both in
Brazil and in the U.S. But there was
no mistake for me in taking the chance
to visit relatives I never knew 5,000
miles away from my home in
Garwood.

BRAZIL FAMILY REUNION...Two hundred Jannotti family members held
their annual reunion two weeks ago in Vicosa, Brazil. See story on this page.

Letters to the Editor

Lions: ‘The Knights of the Blind In
The Crusade Against Darkness’

On behalf of the Westfield Lions
Club, I want to thank the generous
citizens of Westfield who supported
our Fall White Cane Fundraiser held
on November 19th. Your generosity
will allow us to continue the chal-
lenge Helen Keller gave to the Lions
in 1925 to be “the Knights of the
Blind in the crusade against dark-
ness.” Every penny raised will go to

support Lions Charities.
Special thanks to Bagel Chateau,

Exxon/Dunkin Donuts and Manhat-
tan Bagel that allowed us to canvass
in front of their businesses. The
Westfield Lions Club would like to
wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing and a Happy Holiday Season.

Douglas Schembs, Jr.
Club Secretary, Westfield

School Lunch Fraud is Massive With
Enormous Property Tax Implications
I disagree with The Star-Ledger’s

analysis of the amount of fraud in
New Jersey’s school lunch program.
I stand by my statement that 37 per-
cent of all school lunch recipients are
ineligible. This figure is underscored
by the ongoing investigation into
fraud in the school lunch program in
the Elizabeth School District.

Regardless of the figure used, the
amount of fraud in the free and re-
duced school lunch program is mas-
sive and the cost to the taxpayers is
enormous, it runs in the hundreds of
millions of dollars.

No one is suggesting that a hungry
child be denied breakfast or lunch, all
I am asking is that the school lunch
program be removed as one of the
primary metrics for determining
school aid. I believe we should fol-
low the advice of the State Auditor
who states that: “due to the nature of
the self-reporting application process

and the error rate, eligibility for the
school lunch program should not be
used as a determination factor for
other state funding and policy deci-
sions.”

Under New Jersey’s system for
funding schools, enrolling a student
in the free and reduced price lunch
program triggers an “At Risk” desig-
nation for the student, which results
in an about an additional $5,000 of
state school aid under New Jersey’s
school funding formula. If you con-
sider that 428,000 students are en-
rolled in the free and reduced price
lunch program, a 37 percent error
rate may result in a fraud totaling
nearly $1 billion per year; or if you
accept The Star-Ledger’s analysis,
“only” $300 million. Either way it’s
a lot of money that could be used to
reduce property taxes statewide.

Senator Michael Doherty
Senate Appropriations Committee‘Use It or Lose It’ Reform Gains

Momentum in State Senate
TRENTON — Following Senate

President Stephen Sweeney’s recent
announcement of support for Repub-
lican efforts to reform sick leave rules
for public employees to a ‘use it or
lose it’ system, Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. encouraged
Senator Sweeney to post the measure
in the next Senate voting session:

“Senate Republicans have repeat-
edly attempted to force votes on a
‘use it or lose it’ system that would
eliminate the outrageous jackpot
payouts to public employees for sick
leave,” he said. “I am pleased that the
Senate President now sees the folly in
allowing a system to continue that
has forced municipalities to borrow
money to pay retiring employees,

sometimes to the tune of six-figure
checks for one person. The version of
this reform passed previously by the
Legislature and, rightly, vetoed by
the Governor did not go far enough
because it only capped payments for
unused time rather than eliminating
them outright. I encourage the Sen-
ate President to post this reform for a
vote at the next scheduled Senate
voting session, and offer any assis-
tance my caucus can provide to that
end.”

According to the release, Senate
Republicans have sought three votes
on sick leave reform that requires
employees to “use it or lose it.” Each
attempt was defeated by the Demo-
cratic Party majority.

Trenton ‘Tit for Tat’

ALL DAY LONG
AND NIGHT TOO...
GOLEADER.COM
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Introduction to Furniture Assist, Inc.:
Helping Needy to Create a Home
C. DAWSON YEOMANS

President
PAUL STIERHOFF and PEGGY A.

ROTHBAUM, Ph.D.
Trustees

Furniture Assist (FA) was founded
in 2004 by Dawson Yeomans as an
outreach program of several Union
County-based religious organiza-
tions, which continue to provide fi-
nancial support and volunteers. In
January 2006, Furniture Assist was
incorporated. In October 2006 we
received our IRS determination letter
recognizing our organization’s tax-
exempt status. FA accepts donations
of new and gently-used furniture,
appliances and household goods from
individuals, groups, organizations,
corporations and public and private

sources. Our mission is simple: “From
those who have, to those who need.”

FA was established to meet three
community needs: The first benefit is
that FA provides furniture, appliances
and other household goods, free of
charge, directly to individuals with a
recognized need. Recognized needs
may include, but are not limited to,
situations such as a previously home-
less individual or family trying to set
up a new living arrangement, or need-
ing additional goods for their home; a
battered spouse establishing a new
home; a medical emergency; or a flood,
fire, hurricane, tornado, earthquake or
other disaster. In these times of tre-
mendous financial upheaval and terri-
fying unemployment rates, our ser-
vices are needed more than ever to
help clients who are trying to help
themselves. A second benefit is that
the organization works with qualified
religious organizations and other non-
profit organizations, making donations
of furniture, appliances or other house-
hold items available for use by the
organizations, or for further distribu-
tion to individuals supported by the
organizations. A third benefit of FA is
“green” in nature. Many of the do-
nated items would otherwise be thrown
out, ultimately ending up in landfills
or dumps. Our organization gives these
items a new home where they are
needed and used, thus keeping them
out of the landfills.

FA is a 100-percent volunteer or-
ganization, which means that we need,
and have, an active board of trustees.
Our board is very hands-on, partici-
pating in all aspects of the organiza-
tion, from finances to sorting do-
nated items and unloading trucks.

* * *
This article is number one in a se-

ries of three articles. Please see forth-
coming articles and visit our website,
furnitureassist.com, for information
on donating or volunteering.

POLICE BLOTTER

FRIENDS OF FRAZEE…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Frazee House Presi-
dent Andy Calamaras was invited earlier this year by Terrill Middle School
teacher Erin Watson to make a presentation about the Frazee House to students.
At that school and others in the district, students engaged in Frazee projects and
attended assemblies reflecting their excitement to live in a town with a historic
house and a famous local personage, “Aunt Betty” Frazee.

Rotary Announces Events
For Frazee House Planning
SCOTCH PLAINS – Doughnuts,

cider and maybe slices of colonial-
era-style bread will be served at the
Frazee House, located at 1451
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, on
Saturday, December 3, at 9:30 a.m.
as the organization committed to
restoration of the historic house
launches a planning activity to iden-
tify a viable role for the house in the
community.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House, Inc. has secured a
$38,850 grant from the New Jersey
Historic Trust, which is interested in
helping Union County identify a use
for the rare Revolutionary-era dwell-
ing of people of ordinary means,
according to Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Frazee House President Andy
Calamaras.

The open house will mark the first
phase of a professional approach to
planning a future for the Frazee
House backed by community con-
sensus. Landscape architect Allan
Summers from Rodney Robinson
Landscape Architects, along with
restoration specialists from Historic
Building Architects, LLC, of Tren-
ton, will be on hand to walk the site,
discuss it with guests and begin to
assess ways of integrating a restored
house with concepts for using the
land surrounding the Frazee House.

On Thursday, December 15, an
evening public workshop will take
place with key local stakeholders in
the Frazee House, among them
neighbors, political and township
leaders. They will discuss in a struc-
tured format with historic restora-

tion specialists and a market research
consultant options and ideas to elicit
attitudes that might shape a proposal
for the Frazee property that will ben-
efit the community. Focused fund-
raising for Frazee House restoration
will be enhanced based on a con-
crete proposal that might emerge for
using the house.

A third chance for the public to
provide input to new “branding” of
the Frazee House will take place at an
educational forum on January 5, 2012.
A special invitation will go out to
students and educators to attend the
workshop to discuss how the Frazee
House and its site can enrich the
education of students in the commu-
nity. Educator and historian Janet
Armstrong will lead the discussion.

Starting December 3, interested
members of the public will be able
to provide online input to the Frazee
vision planning process. A web link
will be available that day at
frazeehouse.org, at the Scotch Plains
township website,
scotchplainsnj.com, and others,
where they can respond to a ques-
tionnaire through January 10, 2012.

At the conclusion of the three pub-
lic events, Historic Building Archi-
tects, LLC will develop a vision plan
for the Frazee House and a plan for
communicating the house’s value,
as well as historic interest.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Frazee House, Inc. is a registered
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization,
and donations to it are tax-deduct-
ible. Interested supporters of the
Frazee House can always make con-
tributions on the “donations” page
at frazeehouse.org.
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County 4-H to Present
Gift-Making Night

WESTFIELD – Union County 4-
H will hold its annual Holiday Gift-
Making Night on Friday, Decem-
ber 2, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street.

A fee of $7 includes all materials
and guidance for making holiday-
themed gifts, including a candy-
filled snowball, a decorated flower-
pot with an aloe plant, and a
snowman doorstopper.

The 4-H Teen Council will host a
refreshment table as a fundraiser.
Advance registration is required by
calling 4-H Secretary Ellen DiIorio
at (908) 654-9854, or e-mailing
ediiorio@ucnj.org.

The Union County 4-H Clubs and
its Youth Development programs
are made possible through Rutgers
University and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

IHM Plans Program
On Internet Safety

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Im-
maculate Heart of Mary (IHM)
Roman Catholic Church, located at
1571 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains, will sponsor a special pre-
sentation on Internet safety in the
parish’s Nazareth Center on Thurs-
day, December 1, at 7 p.m.

This free, hour-long presentation
is designed for both teenagers and
their parents, who must navigate
the threats posed in cyberspace to
their reputation, material wellbeing
and personal safety.

Sergeant Mike Hoose of the High
Tech/Computer Services Unit of the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office
will be the guest speaker. Topics will
include cyber-bullying; Internet fraud
(“phishing”); identity theft and stalk-
ing; threats posed by “social net-
works” such as Facebook, as well as
real-life examples of the dangers
young adults face every day in a
world of Smartphones with cameras.

This presentation will be offered
under the auspices of the Parish
Youth Ministry and IHM’s Holy
Name Society. For more informa-
tion and directions, call (908) 889-
2100 or visit the parish website,
ihmparish.net.
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Westfield
Tuesday, November 15, Patrick

Gallagher, III, 22, of Linden was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the 500
block of Dorian Road on a Cranford
warrant. He was processed, posted $165
bail and was released.

Tuesday, November 15, the theft of an
iPod was reported on the 500 block of
East Broad Street. There were no sus-
pects at the time of the report.

Thursday, November 17, Malcolm
Lewis, 23, of Plainfield was arrested at
police headquarters on charges of pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) with intent to distribute and
possession of a CDS with intent to dis-
tribute in a school zone. He was held in
lieu of bail.

Thursday, November 17, Denise
Jenkins, 33, of Easton, Pa. was arrested
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
following a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue in Garwood. She was released
on her own recognizance with a sum-
mons.

Thursday, November 17, someone
unknown entered an unsecured motor
vehicle that was parked in front of a
residence on the 500 block of Codding
Road. It did not appear that anything was
taken, according to police.

Friday, November 18, Sheryl Ettinger,
49, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Keansburg warrant for $155
after turning herself in at police head-
quarters. She was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, November 18, Donna Kisley,
62, of Edison was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at a
municipal lot between Elm and Prospect
Streets. According to police, Kisley be-
came combative and obstructed the offic-
ers’ investigation, and also was charged
with resisting arrest. She was processed
and later turned over to a responsible
individual.

Saturday, November 19, Darris Mar-
tin, 20, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Piscataway police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for $114.
He was released after posting bail.

Saturday, November 19, a 2001 red
Ford F-350 pickup was reported stolen
from Lawrence Avenue between 6 p.m.
on November 18 and 12:38 a.m. on No-
vember 19. The vehicle was locked prior
to being taken.

Saturday, November 19, a shoplifting
incident was reported at a business on the
200 block of North Avenue, in which one
or more suspects removed $1,400 worth
of merchandise from the store, according
to police.

Saturday, November 19, a resident of
the 200 block of Ross Place reported
being the victim of identity theft, result-
ing in the loss of $4,419, after she was
given fraudulent money orders through
an online employment opportunity.

Saturday, November 19, Robert
Siessel, 26, of Clark was arrested on an
outstanding Clifton warrant for $250
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on the
1200 block of Rahway Avenue. He was
processed and posted bail.

Sunday, November 20, Roche Landolf,
25, of Roselle was arrested at the Holmdel
State Police Barracks on an outstanding
Westfield warrant for $2,500. He was
held pending transport to the Union
County jail in default of bail.

Sunday, November 20, James Sykes-
Griffin, 37, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at South
and Windsor Avenues. Authorities
found the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office had issued a fugi-
tive warrant for him. Police also ar-
rested Donna M. Laferrara, 33, of Eliza-
beth on an outstanding Newark warrant
for $133. She was released on her own
recognizance per the Newark Munici-
pal Court. Sykes-Griffin was turned
over to the Middlesex County Sheriff’s
Office.

Sunday, November 20, Scott Desch,
38, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with DWI during a motor vehicle stop at
the north-side train station. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released to a responsible individual.

Monday, November 21, a Westfield
resident reported the theft of a Schwinn
mountain bicycle, black and yellow in
color, from the south-side train station
bicycle rack sometime between 6:50 a.m.
and 7 p.m. that day.

Fanwood
Thursday, November 17, Donald

Banks, 53, of Lawrenceville was arrested
on active warrants out of Fanwood, Clark
and Cranford after a motor vehicle stop at
Terrill Road and LaGrande Avenue. He
was processed and released by all three
courts.

Friday, November 18, Arthur Brown,
42, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with providing false information
to a law enforcement officer and with
active warrants out of Plainfield,
Princeton and Hopewell, after officers
responded to a suspicious person call in
the area of Helen Street and Vinton Circle.
According to police, when officers ar-
rived they located an individual going
door-to-door soliciting, at which time
Brown gave authorities a false name. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, November 18, a 16-year-old
male juvenile from Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana after an incident
that occurred at Forest Road Park. Ac-
cording to police, officers responded to
the park on a report of a juvenile with a
gun. Upon arrival, they located three
juveniles in the park and while being
questioned by police, one of the juve-
niles kept his hand in his pocket, police
said. He was told by the officer to re-
move his hand. The juvenile did not
comply, at which time the officer reached
into the juvenile’s pocket and located
two packs of cigarettes, one blunt cigar
and the suspected marijuana. The juve-
nile was processed and released to a
parent.

Saturday, November 19, Paul Calvano,
50, of Elizabeth was arrested on an active
warrant out of Union following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Shady
Lane. Calvano, who was a passenger in
the vehicle, was processed, posted bail
and released.

Sunday, November 20, Jordan Aquino,
22, of Plainfield was arrested on an active
warrant out of Edison after a motor ve-
hicle stop at Terrill Road and East 2nd
Street. He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Sunday, November 20, Zakaryya
Crawley, 37, of Georgia was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and North Avenue on an active
fugitive warrant out of Cobb County, Ga.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and taken to the Union
County jail pending extradition back to
Georgia.

Sunday, November 20, Raymond
Forteau-Morris, 21, of Plainfield was
arrested and charged with criminal mis-
chief and Matthew Dudley, 22, of
Chatham was arrested and charged with
providing false information to a law
enforcement officer and with a Madi-
son warrant. They were arrested after
police responded to the north-side train
station on a report of someone who
broke out a window. According to po-
lice, upon arrival, officers checked the
surrounding area and located the sus-
pects walking west of the train station,
with Forteau-Morris visibly bleeding
from the right hand. Forteau-Morris
was processed and released pending his
court date. Dudley was processed,
posted bail and released.

Monday, November 21, Alvin Madi-
son, 56, of Union was arrested on an
active warrant out of North Plainfield
after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Terrill Road. He was pro-
cessed, posted bail and released.

Scotch Plains
Saturday, November 12, a resident of

Wood Road reported that sometime dur-
ing the day someone damaged her grill
that was on her back deck.

Monday, November 14, a resident of
Dogwood Drive reported that while he
was walking he was struck with a pellet
from an air rifle that was shot from a
passing motor vehicle.

Tuesday, November 15, a resident of
Princeton Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone dumped con-
struction debris in his dumpster.

Tuesday, November 15, a resident of
White Oak Avenue reported that a friend
has been posting negative comments
about her in an Internet chat room.

Tuesday, November 15, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that sometime
overnight someone damaged the door to
his garage.

Wednesday, November 16, Kwamane
Bryant, 23, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding $658 warrant issued by
the Scotch Plains Court after a motor
vehicle stop on East Second Street. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Thursday, November 17, Corey Leigh,
36, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
West Broad Street, at which time the
officer smelled an odor of alcohol. Ac-
cording to police, after failing multiple
field sobriety tests at the scene Leigh was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, November 17, Justin Batista,
20, of Bloomsbury was arrested on an
outstanding $1,500 warrant issued by the
Middletown Court after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Sunday, November 20, Nathaniel Guy,
21, of South Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding $289 warrant issued by the
Cranford Court after a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 15, John W.

Bensulock, 42, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on Moun-
tain Avenue for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He was processed and
released at the scene.

Tuesday, November 15, Simon
Martinez, 21, of Raleigh, N.C. was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on New
Providence Road for allegedly driving
with a suspended license.

Tuesday, November 15, a resident of
Puddingstone Road came into police
headquarters to report that he had paid a
pool service company to close his swim-
ming pool for the season and the com-
pany has yet to close the pool.

Friday, November 18, an individual
came into police headquarters to report
that she had attempted to enter the road-
way at the intersection of Route 22 and
Summit Avenue when another motorist
struck her motor vehicle from behind.
According to police, the victim yelled
to the suspect to pull into the next
parking lot so they could call police to
make a report. The victim said the sus-
pect, described as a young, white male
driving an older-model gold sedan,
yelled back “there is no damage” and
fled the scene.

Friday, November 18, an employee of
an eldercare facility on Route 22 reported
that while she was at work someone
attempted to steal her motor vehicle, dam-
aging the door lock and handle in the
process.

Saturday, November 19, police re-
sponded to a business on Summit Road in
regards to an ongoing dispute between
two former business partners in the pro-
cess of dissolving their business. Ac-
cording to police, one of the individuals
was removing property, valued in the
thousands of dollars, from the business
that he was told to leave at the property
last week.

Saturday, November 19, a resident of
Wyoming Drive reported that someone
dumped a large quantity of branches onto
a bush next to his driveway. According to
police, the manner in which it was dumped
appears to have been perpetrated by a
dump truck.

Sunday, November 20, Aaron R.
McQuiller, 19, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Pembrook Road for allegedly driving
with a suspended license. He was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

Sunday, November 20, Laurence J.
Koller, 41, of New Providence was
arrested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on New Providence
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.
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Imperial Brass to Perform
At Willow Grove Church

SCOTCH PLAINS – Imperial
Brass will perform its annual Christ-
mas Concert on Sunday, December
4, at 7 p.m. at its home base, the
Willow Grove Presbyterian Church.
The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

Imperial Brass is a 30-piece brass
ensemble known throughout New
Jersey for performing a diverse range
of musical selections. The concert
will feature favorite Christmas carols
and hymns.

Originally formed under the aus-
pices of Rutgers University, Imperial
Brass has been appearing in the Met-
ropolitan New York and Tri-State area
since 1991 with concerts and perfor-
mances at churches, band festivals,
schools and universities.

Its repertoire includes classical,
pop, Broadway and movie music,
feature solo selections and Big Band
jazz classics. In the 20 years since its
inception, Imperial Brass has twice
won the Northeastern Brass Band
Competition held at West Point Mili-

tary Academy and performed at the
New York Brass Conference for
Scholarships.

Imperial Brass has recorded four
CDs, among them “Bone-A-Fide
Brass” with Joseph Alessi, principal
trombone with the New York Philhar-
monic, and “Have Yourself a Brassy
Little Christmas.” Its goal is to intro-
duce audiences to the world of brass.

Tickets are on sale in advance and
at the door. The cost is $15 for gen-
eral admission, $12 for senior citi-
zens and students, and free for chil-
dren age 12 and under. Following the
concert, a reception with light re-
freshments will be held in the church’s
Alexander Hall.

The concert will take place in the
sanctuary of the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church. For ticket sales or
further information about the church’s
programs and ministries, call (908)
232-5678 or visit
willowgrovechurch.org. Further in-
formation on the concert is available
at imperialbrass.org.

BE A CLOWN…Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains held its annual
training session November 6 to teach middle-school students how to become
“Mitzvah Clowns” (clowns who perform good deeds, or “mitzvahs”). The
children were taught how to apply face makeup, create balloon animals and
engage an audience. Veteran mitzvah clowns then joined the newly trained
clowns and entertained residents at Atria Assisted Living facility in Cranford.
The Mitzvah Clowns will entertain throughout the year at sites such as nursing
homes, hospitals and centers for ill or special-needs children. The clown troupe
is open to both members and non-members of the synagogue.
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Fanwood Presbyterian Posts
Christmas Events Schedule
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church has announced its
services and programs for Advent
and Christmas. Advent will begin
this Sunday, November 27, with the
lighting of the first Advent candle at
the regular 9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
services. The Reverend David
Jahnke, senior pastor, will officiate
at both services.

On Sunday, December 4, the
church will present the joyful Christ-
mas portion of Handel’s Messiah at
4 p.m. in the sanctuary. More than
50 singers, a full orchestra and four
professional soloists will be featured,
under the direction of Thomas
Berdos, music director at the church.
Tickets, at $20 each, are available by
calling (908) 889-8891, extension
no. 17, or by sending a check pay-
able to: Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, noting Messiah, with a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to the
church at P.O. Box 69, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023.

A Heifer Market will be held on
Sunday, December 11, from 10:30
to 11:15 a.m. in Westminster Hall.
The children of the Sunday school
will sell shares of different animals
for Heifer International.

Heifer is a non-profit, humanitar-
ian organization dedicated to end-
ing hunger and poverty and caring

for the Earth by providing livestock
and training to those in need. Re-
cipients agree to “Pass on the Gift”
of one or more of their animal’s
offspring to others. A card and note
is given to those who purchase shares
of animals as gifts. The public is
invited to come to this market.

The regular worship times of 9:30
and 11:15 a.m. will continue on the
Sundays of December 11 and 18.

On Christmas Eve, Saturday, De-
cember 24, the church will feature
two services. The family service will
be at 5 p.m. Children from age 4 to
those in fifth grade will sing during a
Christmas pageant. At 11 p.m. there
will be a candlelight communion ser-
vice preceded by special Christmas
music beginning at 10:45 p.m.

On Christmas Day, Sunday, De-
cember 25, and New Year’s Day,
Sunday, January 1, there will be only
one service, at 10:30 a.m.

The Fanwood Presbyterian
Church welcomes everyone to all or
any of these services. The church is
located at the corner of Martine,
LaGrande and Marian Avenues. For
more information, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com, or visit
fanwoodpc.org or facebook/com/
pages/Fanwood-Presbyterian-
Church/311300160969.

FUSP Invites Community
To Holiday Craft Fair

PLAINFIELD – The First Uni-
tarian Society of Plainfield (FUSP)
will present its 2011 Annual Holi-
day Craft Fair on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and
Sunday, December 11, from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. in its revitalized Parish
Hall and Stevens Wing. The build-
ing is located at 724 Park Avenue in
Plainfield, near the corner of Park
Avenue and West 7th Street. Ad-
mission will be free and open to the
public.

Local crafters will show and sell
homemade foods, jewelry, textiles,
pottery, knitted goods, ornaments
and other specialties for the season.
A variety of Fair Trade products,
from coffee to chocolate, will round
out the offerings. Homemade
lunches, coffee, desserts and hot
cider will be available in the

Stevens’ Café rooms, comple-
mented by holiday music.

New crafts have been added to
Kids’ Craft Workshops. For a small
donation, children can bring home a
handmade holiday craft of their own
making. Certain crafters also will
demonstrate some of the secrets of
their handiworks. Several crafters
have donated crafts for the event’s
craft raffle, a new feature this year.
Visitors can purchase raffle tickets
at the door for the raffle and need not
be present to win.

Profits from the craft fair will
support the FUSP’s congregational
work and outreach programs to the
community. For more information
about the Society or craft fair, visit
the FUSP website, fusp.org, or call
the congregational office at (908)
756-0750.

Hatfield Family
Welcomes Katie

Richard and Jennifer Hatfield of
Basking Ridge have announced the
birth of their daughter, Katie Ann
Hatfield, on Saturday, November 5,
at 1:04 p.m. at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit.

Katie weighed 8 pounds and 13
ounces and measured 21 inches in
length at birth.

Allen and Nancy Hatfield of
Westfield are her paternal grandpar-
ents.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Anthony and Donna Legros of
Union.

Katie’s paternal great-grandparents
are Chartos and Jane Nickles of Ab-
erdeen, Miss.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Presbyterian Church Plans
Celebrations For Christmas
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield invites the com-
munity to join the congregation in
celebrating the Christmas season
through various events and services.

The church’s season of joy will
begin with 7 p.m. Tuesday Evening
Advent Prayer Services, held on
November 29, December 6 and De-
cember 13.

Another holiday tradition, Ad-
vent Lessons and Carols, is sched-
uled for Sunday, December 18, dur-
ing the 10 a.m. service. Short read-
ings will be interspersed with in-
strumental presentations, vocal so-
los, congregational singing, the
children’s choirs and the Chancel
Choir, which leads the regular Sun-
day worship services.

A popular event for the entire
family is set for Sunday, December
4, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. with a Live
Nativity and community Christmas
Carol singing on the Great Lawn of
the church. Hot chocolate will be
available as visitors witness mem-
bers of the church play the roles of
the main characters in the Nativity
tableau, which also will feature live
animals.

Three Christmas Eve services will
be presented on Saturday, Decem-
ber 24. The Family Worship Service
at 5 p.m. will showcase the music of
the Cherub and Joyful Sound Choirs
and costumed children will recreate
the scene in Bethlehem. The 8 and
11 p.m. Candlelight Services, led by
Senior Pastor Reverend Ray Rob-
erts, will feature the Chancel Choir
under the direction of Interim Di-
rector of Music and Organist
Kathleen Connolly. A musical pre-
lude for each of the later services

will begin a half hour before the
candlelight programs.

An informal 10 a.m. Christmas
Day service will be held in the
Chapel of The Presbyterian Church
and will highlight the joy of the day
with congregational singing of
Christmas carols.

All events will be free and open
to the public and will be held in the
historic church sanctuary, located
at 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. For more information on
these or any other church events
and services during the Christmas
season, call the church office at
(908) 233-0301 or visit the church
website, westfieldpc.org.
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Lady Field Hockey Blue Devils
Are Heading in Right Direction

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rapid progress in the right direc-
tion has definitely been the focus of
the Westfield High School field
hockey team this season, and that
focus certainly paid off.

Just two years ago, the Lady Blue
Devils struggled through a season
that yielded only three victories. In
2010, the Lady Blue Devils tacked on
five more victories to that total to
finish with an 8-13 record, and now
with three added wins and six less
losses, the Blue Devils finished with
an 11-7-1 record.

“Overall, we are really proud of
our season. We have been on a steady
build for the past three years, and this
year was by far the best season in

Westfield’s recent history. We were
able to come out on the winning side
of a lot of one-goal games, which was
a big difference from last year. We
were also able to capitalize more on
our offensive penalty corner oppor-
tunities,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald said.

A pair of juniors led the Blue Dev-
ils in scoring this season, which is
good news for next year. Junior Links
Halsey Urban, last year’s leading
scorer, led the team once again with
five goals and 10 assists for 20 points.
Urban’s final goal came off a penalty
corner from senior midfielder Alina
Spera in the NJSIAA playoff game
against Phillipsburg on Halloween.

Junior Links McKenna Wilson was
second in offense with five goals and

four assists for 14 points. McKenna
provided the penalty corner that set
up the winning goal in a 1-0 victory
over Glen Ridge on September 14.
Both Urban and McKenna received
First Team All-Conference recogni-
tion for their achievements.

“Some key offensive players for us
were definitely McKenna Wilson and
Halsey Urban, who are our two top
scorers. They were not only top scor-
ers but also were our top two leaders
in assists. They were playmakers for
us this year,” Coach MacDonald
pointed out.

The Blue Devils’ most experienced
crew was on defense with seniors
Kelly Gray, Emily Fahey, Olivia
Pecora and Katie DeMasi. Gray, who

SMITH, HEROUX, KERKHOF, KRONICK LED SCORING

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Took
Opportunities to Play Youth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twenty-seven talented players on
the varsity roster, including five
sophomores and a freshman, pre-
sented Westfield High School boys
soccer Head Coach George Kapner
with the opportunity to test a variety
of combinations this season.

After winning their first two games,
the Blue Devils, who finished 11-6-
1, went into a skid, losing four of
their next five games. Interestingly,
the Blue Devils reversed that skid,
and it began on October 1 at Kehler
Stadium with a 2-1, overtime victory
over then 10th-ranked Kearny, which
also gave Coach Kapner his 1,000th
career victory (all varsity sports).

“Kearny was part of the Watchung
Conference for years, and Westfield.
Kearny and Scotch Plains were tradi-
tionally the power brokers. Getting it
against a team that we had so many
great matches with over the course of

my career and the way we got it was
a cool thing. We were ahead, 1-0.
They scored a late goal to tie it up. In
overtime, they had all the momen-
tum, and we turned the game around,”
Coach Kapner said.

Junior striker and three-year starter
Henry Smith was the individual, who
spun the straw into a golden goal with
one minute remaining in the second
overtime. Smith led the Blue Devils
in scoring with 15 goals and seven
assists. He was selected Coaches All-
County (CAC) First Team and All-
Division First Team.

“Henry was our best striker this
year. He’s had progressively better
years. He scored that winning goal,
and he had quite a few others,” Coach
Kapner said.

Junior midfielders Shane Kronick
and Jake Heroux had an impressive
offensive impact. Heroux (CAC Sec-
ond Team, All-Division Honorable
Mention) netted seven goals and added
four assists. Kronick (CAC First Team,
All-Division First Team) scored three
goals and added six assists.

“Shane Kronick is an exception-
ally talented midfielder. Last year,
from the State Coaching Associa-
tion, he was Second Team All-State.
Shane and Jake Heroux were the
mainstays of our midfield,” Coach
Kapner pointed out.

Senior team captains Spencer
Kerkhof and Anthony Valles, accord-
ing to Coach Kapner, “both played a
variety of positions as we were trying
to find the best fit. Being willing to
move from position-to-position showed
great leadership and versatility.”

Kerkhof finished with six goals
and three assists, while Valles con-
tributed an assist.

Junior outside fullback Sam Eliades
(CAC Honorable Mention, All-Divi-
sion First Team), according to Coach
Kapner, “Is an exceptionally good
marking back. He is also a great force
going forward.”

Eliades also had three assists, and
senior fullback Max Marchiano (CAC
and All-Division Honorable Mention)
also contributed an assist. Senior Jake

GREEN TWO TDs; J.P., WITWICK TD, KETTLER TWO F.G.

Cougars Halt Patriots, 34-7,
In Grid Sectional Semifinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Prevent running back sensation
Greg Jones from tearing up the turf as
he had done all season was the
Cranford High School football team’s
primary focus in practices leading up
to the third-seeded Cougars’ show-
down with second-seeded Colonia in
the semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tournament
in Colonia on November 19.

The 9-1 Cougars’ veteran defense
did its homework in glorious fashion,
while the offense inflicted punish-
ment on the Patriots’ defense en route
to a 34-7 victory to place them in

uncharted territory of having been
the first Cranford High School foot-
ball team to play for the sectional
championship.

The Cougars’ defense limited
Jones, who had 450 yards rushing in
a 33-21 victory over previously un-
beaten Wall Township on November
5, to just 28 yards rushing in the first
half and 30 in the second half before
bringing in the reserves for the final
two plays of the game where Jones
would add another 60 yards, includ-
ing a 42-yard touchdown (TD) run
with 30 seconds remaining.

“I knew we had a good defense. We
looked at the Summit game as a les-

son that it was going to be an aberra-
tion. We believe that we can play
good defense against anybody. He’s
[Jones] a great player, but we have
great players too. Some people came
up to me and said, ‘you got to figure
he is going to get a couple,’ and I told
the team he gets nothing. We weren’t
going to be OK with him getting
anything. That was our mindset from
the beginning. [Defensive coordina-
tor Joe] Hubert and our defensive
staff did a great job. I just get to hang
out and coach offense,” Cougar Head
Coach Erik Rosenmeier said.

In the meantime, it was Cougar
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUTMANEUVERING SOME LIONS…Blue Devil striker Henry Smith, No. 3, outmaneuvers a pair of Roselle Catholic
Lions. Smith led the Blue Devils with 15 goals and seven assists.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRESSURING THE GOALIE…Blue Devil Links McKenna Wilson, left, puts a lot of pressure on the Glen Ridge goalkeeper
and defense in an early season game that Westfield won, 1-0.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING TOWARD THE GOAL…Cougar running back Chris Witwick, No. 22, with some help from lineman Mike
Klimek, No. 57, managed to shake several tackles and sprint to a 26-yard touchdown against Colonia on November 19.

CAPTAINS SULLIVAN, LEYDEN PLAYED 1-2 SINGLES

Lady Raiders Finish Tennis
Season With an 8-13 Record

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Inclement weather denied this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls tennis team the opportu-
nity to get into the flow that a very
young team needed to reach its peak.

But despite the weather and their

youth, the Lady Raiders finished their
challenging schedule with an 8-13
record and placed seventh in the
Union County Tournament. Addition-
ally, the girls qualified for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment for the fourth year in a row.

“Unfortunately with all the inclem-

ent weather, it was tough to get into a
flow for the season. We had nine
matches rained out. We were a very
young team this year with all the
starters being juniors, and we played
against some stiff competition dur-
ing the season,” Raider Head Coach

David B. Corbin (Preseason photo) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER GIRLS TENNIS TEAM…Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Gabrielle Mendes, Victoria Giamboi, Alex
Sullivan, Alyssa Leyden, Madison Maisel and Alex Ehrenthal; back row, Lindsey Wilkinson, Taylor Swaak, Maxine
Marvosa, Sarah Freeman, Elsa Leistikow and Hannah Nizri.
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Cougars Halt Patriots in Grid Sections, 34-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

junior quarterback Reggie Green, who
tore up the grass field, with 192 rush-
ing yards on 20 carries, including
respective TD runs of 60 yards and 54
yards. Green also completed two of
three pass attempts for 50 yards, both
to wide receiver Ryan Williamson.

Running back Chris Witwick car-
ries seven times for 67 yards, includ-
ing a 26-yard TD sweep around the
right side, and running back J.P.
Christiano added a one-yard TD
plunge. Senior Eric Garguilo added a
two-point conversion.

“As good as everybody said that
Jones was, I looked on the defensive
side of the ball and they [Colonia]
had three shutouts. I put the pressure
on the offense that it’s up to us to
move the ball. We responded. We got
the big play early, and I think that it
calmed down the nerves, and we were
able to execute,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.

Sophomore Troy Kettler kicked re-
spective field goals of 32 yards and
20 yards to go with a pair of PAT’s
(points after touchdown).

“For a sophomore, that’s a lot of
pressure to be under. Troy made those
field goals. Rather than getting noth-
ing, it was a good job by him,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

“He showed that he can knock down
field goals when he has to,” Green
said.

The Cougars’ offense sent a mes-
sage early, taking only two plays to
hit pay dirt on the opening drive when
Green found an opening in the middle
at the line of scrimmage then hooked
down the right sideline for his 60-
yard TD with just over one minute off
the clock to make the score 7-0.

“The whole line did a great job of
creating holes. At first I thought I was
going to get tackled, then Ryan
Williamson came in and made a great
block, so I could get to open field and
score,” Green explained.

On the ensuing kickoff Cougar
defensive lineman Chris Folinusz
delivered a message with a crunching
tackle at the Patriot 21. On their next
possession, the Cougars pulled off a
little slight of hand. The Cougars lined
up on a fourth-and-four, indicating
an effort to go for the first down.
Instead Green pitched out to
Williamson, who got off a punt, while
the Patriots had nobody in the
backfield for a return. The ball came
to rest at the 19-yard line.

“We had practiced that earlier in
the year. We thought it was a great

opportunity to bring it out. We thought
that this was going to be a field posi-
tion game, and it was,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

“Coach put that in this week. Ryan
made a great punt, and we were able
to pin them back deep,” Green said.

One play later, Folinusz recovered

a fumble at the 23.
“There were a couple of big hits,

and I saw the ball pop out, so I dove
on it,” Folinusz explained.

After a three-yard loss on the first
running attempt, Green handed off to
Witwick, who scooted around the
right for a 26-yard TD with 5:23 left
in the first quarter. Kettler’s PAT was
good.

“Sometimes the defense keys on
me a lot, so when I fix up Witwick,
they think I have the ball, but he has
the ball. He was able to make big
plays off of that,” Green said.

In the meantime, the Patriots’ of-
fense was being hammered by the
Cougars’ defensive line, especially
Folinusz, Ryan Farrell and TJ Nichols,
and linebackers Mike Klimek,
Christiano, Anthony DaSilva and
Nick Diaz. Klimek, Folinusz, Diaz
and Christiano each recorded a quar-
terback sack.

“Coach Hubert gave us a great game
plan. We had two weeks to prepare
for him. We perfected this defense, so
when we got to this game, we ran it
the way we had run it in all of our
practices,” Nichols said.

“I never had this feeling before, but
we practiced for two weeks and we
perfected our defense and offense.
Every single aspect of their offense,
Greg Jones, we knew everything he
did. He got no touchdowns, except in
the last quarter. It was an outstanding
performance by the defense,” Diaz
said.

“We knew he was a great running
back, but we have a great defense.
He’s only one man, but we are a unit.

We couldn’t give Jones breathing
room. That’s what it came down to,”
Klimek said. “It was all about con-
tainment, and that was what we were
coached to do. The Summit game put
everything in perspective. We came
out against Del Val [Delaware Val-
ley]. We executed well.”

The Cougars added a seven-play,
44-yard scoring drive that ended with
Kettler’s 32-yard field goal with 10:29
left in the half. On the following
kickoff, which was a bit of a squib
kick, DaSilva recovered the ball on
the Colonia 41. Seven plays later,
Kettler booted his 20-yard field goal
to make the score, 20-0. Towards the
end of the half, Williamson got off a
47-yard punt that was downed at the
Patriot one by Witwick.

The Cougars’ defense immediately
picked up where it left off. Klimek’s
10-yard sack of quarterback Trent
Barneys put the Patriots in dire straits,
but a forward bouncing punt came to
a stop at the Cougars’ 13. Eight plays
later, Christiano plunged in from the
one for the TD. Garguilo, who was
holding for the PAT, scooped the
botched snap and rolled to the left for
the two-point conversion with 4:50
left in the third quarter. During that
drive, Williamson had a 45-yard re-
ception.

The Cougars’ next score took only
three plays when Green broke loose
for a 54-yard TD with 11:00 remain-
ing in the game. The missed PAT
prevented the Mercy Rule from be-
ing invoked. But on the ensuing kick-
off, Folinusz donated a “special de-
livery” cracking tackle that caused
the fans and the sideliners to go
“Wooo!”

“I had a couple of nice hits. We
have competition with who hits the
hardest,” Folinusz said. “My coach
says defense wins championships. It
was like we are predestined to be
champions. If you want to be a cham-
pion, you have to play like a cham-
pion.”
Cranford 14   6   8   6 34
Colonia   0   0   0   7 7

Blue Devil Boys Place 3rd at MOC X-C
Six of the seven Blue Devil boys recorded personal (PR) record times as

the Westfield High School (WHS) boys cross-country team finished third
at the Meet of Champions at Holmdel Park on November 19. Christian
Brothers Academy took top honors with 45 points, followed by Don Bosco
Prep at 111 and Westfield – the state’s top public school – with 112 points.

Jack Leahy crossed eighth on the course with a PR time of 15:51, which
was 11 seconds better than his previous PR. John Kirna finished 45th with
a time of 16:35, and Matt Luppino crossed 47th at a PR time of 16:36 (18
seconds better than his previous PR). Kevin Ingram, who finished 57th, cut
32 seconds off his PR with a time of 16:42. David Carville cut 12 seconds
off his best time to finish 62nd with a time of 16:47. Kevin Smith finished
70th with a PR time of 16:51 to beat his previous best by seven seconds.
Evan Tarlow took four seconds off his previous best to finish 88th with a
time of 17:05.

This group of Blue Devils rewrote the All-Time WHS records this season.

F. H. Blue Devils Heading in Right Direction
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

was named First Team All-Union
County, also received First Team All-
Conference recognition, while Pecora
was named Second Team All-Con-
ference.

“Defensively, we had a great group
of four seniors, who did an awesome
job for us. Kelly Gray was nominated
First Team All-Union County – a
huge accomplishment,” Coach
MacDonald said.

After graduating a superb goalie in
Hannah Purdy last year, the Blue
Devils were searching for a replace-
ment, who could step into the fire,
and they found her. Junior Deanna
Cohen faced 142 shots and saved 118
for an 83 percent average. She al-
lowed 1.32 goals per game, and she
also recorded nine shutouts, which
was more than Purdy recorded in a
season, and she was 1-for-1 on pen-
alty strokes. Cohen was selected First

Team All-Conference.
“Deanna never played field hockey

in her life before this fall. She came
out and became a natural in the cage.
She is the epitome of a team player.
The best thing about watching Deanna
play is being able to see that in every
play she makes, she’s playing for her
teammates. She’s doing everything
in her power to win for them,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Senior Co-Captain/Links Meg

Anderson proved to be quite an of-
fensive asset with four goals and three
assists for 11 points. Her efforts earned
her Second Team All-Conference rec-
ognition.

Senior right wing Meghan Murphy
notched four goals for eight points,
and senior left wing Geena Gao scored
three goals and added an assist for
seven points. Gao scored the winning
goal in the 1-0 victory over Glen
Ridge.

Spira, a primary playmaker, also
netted a pair of goals and added an
assist. She received First Team All-
Conference recognition. A very pleas-
ant surprise was Emily Mastrocola,
who stuffed in three goals and added
three assists for nine points.
Mastrocola scored the winning goal
in a 1-0 victory over Cranford on
October 5. She received All-Confer-
ence Honorable Mention recognition.

Senior left wing Hannah St. Lifer
had an assist, and right wing Lauren
Anzevino netted two goals and an
assist for five points. Junior high for-
ward Casey Gillespie scored a goal
and had an assist. Juniors Carly Levine
and Cassie Masciale, respectively, had
a goal and an assist.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARD MAN TO BRING DOWN…Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 7,
rushed for 192 yards, including TDs of 60 yards and 54 yards against Colonia.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PASSING TO A TEAMMATE…Blue Devil Links, Halsey Urban, left, prepares to pass the ball to her teammate in the
sectional game against Phillipsburg on October 31.

Addition to States
Gymnastics Meet

Scotch Plains-Fanwood sopho-
more Kacie Bumiller competed on
the vault at the NJSIAA individual
championships at Montgomery
High School on November 12. Her
name was unintentionally omitted
in last week’s article.

See Cranford football story
www.goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

Jim O’Connor (njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAULING IN THE PASS…Rutgers University wide receiver Brandon Coleman,
No. 17, hauls in a pass against Cincinnati on November 19. Rutgers defeated the
Bearcats, 20-3.

ROVING SOCCER CHAMPS…Eight Scotch Plains boys playing for the
Metuchen Rovers helped win the U-14 New Jersey Youth Soccer Association
State Cup in Wall on December 19. Last spring, the Rovers won the U-13 U.S.
Club N.J. State Cup with a dramatic overtime win. The Scotch Plains boys are:
Noah Bernstein, Julian Korduba, Jake Longo, Brian McManus, Tyler O’Brien,
Ari Rosenzweig, Matt Scariati, Stav Shadmi.

FRIENDS IN A SOCCER SHOWDOWN…Four local girls representing Johns
Hopkins University and Amherst competed in the Division 3 women’s soccer
Sweet 16 at Messiah College in Granthum, Pa. on November 19. Amherst won,
2-0. Pictured, left to right, are: Emily Nagourney (Scotch Plains for Hopkins),
Hannah Kronick (Westfield for Hopkins), Claire Bennet (Westfield for Amherst)
and Ava Scheininger (Westfield for Hopkins).

Locals Vie in Division 3 Women’s Soccer Sweet 16
Westfield residents Ava Scheininger (senior forward) and Hannah Kronick

(freshman forward), along with Scotch Plains-Fanwood graduate Emily
Nagorney (freshman midfielder) represented Johns Hopkins University in
a Division 3 Sweet 16 match-up against Amherst, whose goalkeeper was
Claire Bennett of Westfield, at Messiah College in Granthum, Pa. on
November 19.

Johns Hopkins, seeded fourth, entered the game with a 21-0 record, while
Amherst was sporting a 19-0 record. Amherst won, 2-0.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Town Clerk of the
Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, in the Town of Westfield
Municipal Building Court Room, 425 East
Broad Street on Wednesday, December
28th 2011, at 10:00 a.m. for:

CONRETE WALKS, TRENCH
DRAINS AT MEMORIAL POOL
COMPLEX

in accordance with Drawings and Speci-
fications prepared by Thomas DiGiorgio
Architecture, Westfield, New Jersey. No
bids shall be received after the time desig-
nated above.

Plans and Specifications will be avail-
able for pick up on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 30th 2011, at Westfield Recreation
Department.

One set of complete documents may be
obtained upon the payment of One Hun-
dred Fifteen dollars ($115.00) per project
for each set. Deposits are non-refundable.
Drawings and Specifications are on file at
425 East Broad Street in the Recreation
office and may be examined and obtained
there between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and
4:00 P.M. daily except Saturday, Sunday
and holidays. Checks must be made pay-
able to the order of the “Town of
Westfield”. Bidders must use, and fully
complete the proposal pages included with
the specifications furnished by the Owner
and comply with all requirements attached
thereto, including the following:

1. An experience record of the bidder;
2. Certified Check or a Bid Bond in an

amount not less than 10% of the amount
for which the bid is submitted, but not in
excess of $20,000.00, furnished by a Surety
Company licensed to do business in the
State of New Jersey;

3. A Non-Collusion Affidavit;

4. A Consent of Surety;
5. Qualification Statement; and,
6. Ownership disclosure statement;
7. Affirmative Action Information.
8. New Jersey Business Registration

Certificate
Each bid must be submitted and en-

closed in a sealed envelope with the name
and address of the bidder and the project
title and contract number clearly shown on
the face of the envelope.

The bid shall be directed to the attention
of:

Town Clerk
Town of Westfield
Municipal Building

425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey  07090-2196

The Owner expressly reserves the right
to reject any or all bids, accept and enter
into contract with the lowest responsible
bidder for the project, or combined projects,
or to waive any informalities in the bids and
accompanying documents received,
should it be deemed to be in the best
interest of the Owner.

The Owner also reserves the right to
correct any erroneous mathematical com-
putations in any proposals submitted, and
to consider the bid on the basis of the
corrected total or totals. The written figures
shall prevail over the numerical figures.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27 et seq.) entitled “Law Against Dis-
crimination”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1999, c. 39 (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-23.1 and 40A:11-23.2).

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL. 1999, C.238 The Pub-
lic Works Contractor Registration Act.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 2004, c. 57 New Jer-
sey Business Registration Act.

M. Bruce Kaufmann,
Recreation Director

1 T - 11/24/11, The Leader Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE

SPF PAL D Tops Summit,
Advances to the Super Bowl
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)

PAL D football team (fifth graders)
won the American Division champi-
onship in the New Jersey Suburban
Youth Football League last Sunday
with a 33-19 win over the Summit
Maroon at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football field.

The SPF D team advanced to the
Super Bowl to face the National Divi-
sion winner, Sparta, 6-0 winners over
Chatham on Sunday, December 4, at
10:30 a.m. in Chatham.

Coach Luke Fugett’s SPF unit
grabbed a quick 6-0 lead when
Jonathan Ramos scooted 55 yards to
the end zone. But Summit struck right
back with a long run to even the game
at 6-6. The Raiders took a 12-6 lead on
another long run by Ramos, but Sum-
mit was there to strike right back with
a long run to square the game at 12-12.

Ramos added another TD bolt, but
Summit answered with a TD to send
the game into a 19-19 tie at the half.

The second half, however, belonged
to the Raiders. The SPF defense, led
by Alex Oslislo, Tyler Stines, Ted
Giandana, Jahsyn Silver, Billy Root,
Ryan Johnson, Charlie Fugett and
Noah Costanzo, smothered
Sumnmit’s attack, while Anthony
Porter reversed field and kept for a
40-yard TD burst, receiving crisp
blocks down field from Oslislo and
Ramos. That score gave the Raiders
the lead for good at 26-19.

Oslislo capped the scoring when
he plowed over defenders en route to
a 35-yard TD. He also had an extra-
point run. Nicky Smith, Robby
Camisa, Zack Zimmerman, Jay Jay
Sistruck and Gianni Caro Esposito
provided the solid blocking up front.

The victory improved the SPF D
team record to 10-0 overall this sea-
son.

Probitas Verus Honos

See Rutgers/Cincinnati, Giants Photos by Jim O’Connor
Go to www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports – Pages 3 thru 11
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WESTFIELD, N.J. – (November 11, 2011) – The Coldwell Banker

Residential Brokerage Westfield East office was honored by its parent com-

pany NRT with a dinner dance at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster,

N.J. on October 12 for being the #1 NRT office in the nation for 2010. The

Westfield East office, led by Branch Vice President Michael Scott, main-

tained the top overall sales performance out of approximately 750 NRT

offices for the second year in a row.

The Westfield East office was also named a Premier Sales Office for

2010 by NRT. This illustrious award was achieved by only 4% of all

Coldwell Banker offices within North America. Recipient offices main-

tained a superior level of sales production per sales associate or an average

of 26 units sold per sales associate for the 2010 calendar year. The

Westfield East office has earned this prestigious honor multiple times.

Westfield East has also been the top Coldwell Banker Residential

Brokerage sales office of its size for more than 20 years.

“This enormous accomplishment shows what is possible when an

office’s management, sales associates and administrative staff constantly

perform incredible teamwork,” said Hal Maxwell, president of Coldwell

Banker Residential Brokerage in New Jersey and Rockland County, NY. “The Westfield East office has consistently delivered extraordinary

service while always making time to give back to the communities they serve. They are truly a premier group of individuals.”

The Westfield East office has a full-service award-winning sales team of approximately 100 sales associates. Experienced and skilled at

sales negotiations and global marketing, including strategic online advertising and social media promotion, the Westfield East team knows

how to achieve the best market value in the least amount of time in any market condition. The sales team represents a vast inventory of

properties, meeting the needs of first-time, move-up and luxury homebuyers. 

For information about buying or selling real estate in the greater Union County area, contact the Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Westfield East office at (908) 233-5555. The office is located at 209 Central Avenue. You can view the office’s listings at

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com/WestfieldEast.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage in New Jersey and Rockland County, New York, a leading residential real estate brokerage com-

pany, operates more than 55 offices and more than 3,200 sales associates serving all communities from Rockland County, N.Y. to Monmouth

County, New Jersey. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage in New Jersey and Rockland County, N.Y. is part of NRT LLC, the nation’s largest

residential real estate brokerage company.  Visit www.coldwellbankermoves.com for more information.

COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE 
HONORED FOR BEING #1 NRT OFFICE IN THE NATION

The Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Westfield East office was honored by par-
ent company NRT on Oct. 12 at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster for being the
#1 NRT office in the nation. Pictured at the event are (above, left to right) Westfield
East Branch Vice President Michael Scott, NRT Executive Vice President of the
Northeast Region and Eastern Seaboard Maureen Passerini, Westfield East Sales
Associate Hye-Young Choi and NRT President and Chief Executive Officer Bruce Zipf.

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com
www.facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

   ED  DELLA  FERA
          SHUTTERS  +  SHADES  +  BLINDS  +  VERTICALS

            WOVEN WOODS  +  DRAPERY INSTALLATIONS

                              Professional Sales, Measuring & Installation

                                      Over 25 Years Experience

  Phone:  732.503.3316   |  Fax:  1.866.216.5677  |  edellafera@gmail.com

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Visa & Mastercard Accepted
Edward A. Dyjeczynski

973-887-3726
www.3-dcontractinginc.com

HIC Lic. #13VH00555900

Specializing in:
Kitchens, Bathrooms 
& Basements

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

   WESTFIELD AUTO CARE
   VOLVO Specialist and ALL

   Foreign & Domestic

     301-311 SOUTH AVE. WEST

     WESTFIELD, NJ  07090

     Across From South Ave. Train Station Parking Lot

     Between Sherwin-Williams & Subway

   Phone: 908-654-8818                  Early Bird Drop-off
   WESTFIELDAUTO.COM                                                                 WESTFIELD311@GMAIL.COM

Quality • Integrity • Reliability

908-232-0249 • Westfield, NJ

• Spring & Fall Clean-ups

• Snow Plowing

• Snow Blowing

• Shoveling & Ice Control

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.incelandscape.com

Lady Raiders Finish Tennis Season, 8-13
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Gary Wasserman said.
The Raiders had no seniors on their

team, so two juniors Alex Sullivan
and Alyssa Leyden, were selected as
team captains. Sullivan, who played
third singles last year, jumped into
the fire to play the Cream of the Crop
at first singles, while Leyden, who
competed at first doubles last year,
moved up to second singles.

“Alex played third singles last sea-
son as a sophomore. This year she
made a huge jump up to first singles.
She had a record of 7-14 and played
a very competitive schedule. She is
very coachable and always looking
to improve. She was hampered by
injuries this season but fought through
them. I’m looking forward to seeing
Alex healthy again and taking her
game to the next level,” Coach

Wasserman said.
Junior Gabriella Mendes played

second doubles last year but made a
giant leap to third singles and did
very well to place sixth in the Union
County Tournament. In some cases,
Mendes took another step up the rung
and competed at second singles. She
finished with a 7-13 record.

“When Gabrielle is on the court, she
is a very steady player. Gab played
second doubles last season and for the
first time played singles this year. She
is a very consistent player, always
works hard in practice. She had a very
good county tournament I am looking
forward to seeing her improve for next
season,” Coach Wasserman said.

Although Coach Wasserman did
rotate some girls in the doubles spots
this season, juniors Lindsey

Wilkinson and Hannah Nizri com-
peted in the Union County Tourna-
ment at first doubles and placed fifth
after knocking off Summit’s Emma
Radest and Julia Shafer. Juniors Elsa
Leistikow and Maxine Marvosa com-
peted at second doubles and placed
sixth in the county tournament.

Although they endured a very com-
petitive schedule and took their lumps,
all of the Lady Raider return to com-
pete next year, so the outlook looks to
be brighter.

“Through thick and thin, the girls
played tough every match, and we are
looking forward to a very competi-
tive season next year,” Coach
Wasserman said.

Probitas Verus Honos

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

Blue Devils Took Opportunity to Play Youth
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Vergara finished with two goals and
three assists, while senior Brandon
Levan contributed a goal.

Junior Noah Rosenberg netted five
goals and two assists. Junior Brett
Ripperger had two goals and three
assists. Sophomore Zach Sheil con-
tributed a goal and four assists. Fresh-
man Mike Prosuk had two goals and
an assist. Sophomore Leo Ohaus had
a goal and two assists. Junior Ben
Fine had a goal, and sophomore Sam
Ohaus had an assist.

Sophomore goalkeeper Joe Ohaus,
one third of the Ohaus triplets, had 77
saves in 13 games and recorded seven
shutouts. Senior keeper Justin Coelho
had 30 saves in six games.

“All three of them got a significant
amount of playing time. They all are
very talented and hopefully will help
this program for the two years that
come after,” Coach Kapner said of
the Ohaus brothers.

The Kearny victory sparked a 5-0-
1 run that came to a halt when the
Blue Devils lost to New Providence,
2-1, in the second round of the Union
County Tournament. After winning
four in a row, the Blue Devils lost to
North Hunterdon, 1-0, in the second
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament.

“We were disappointed with the
results in the counties and in the states.
We expected to do better, but a team
that wins basically two out of every
three games, it’s hard to call that a
disappointing season,” Coach Kapner
said. “I was very pleased with the
growth. We had a lot of trouble defen-
sively. We gave up 14 goals in the first
eight games and four goals in the last
10 games. The team improved as the
year went on.”

One particular game that did show the
depth of their talent came in a 2-1 victory
over Elizabeth at Tamaques School Field
on October 20. After 12 minutes of play,
Coach Kapner pulled his entire first
team and played the entire bench for the
remainder of the game.

“Elizabeth was playing in the semi-
finals of the counties in two days, and
we have been knocked out. I had
already told the kids who haven’t
gotten a lot of playing time that would
be a game that they could target. They
were very talented top to bottom. It
was a lot of fun to watch. Actually a
couple of kids played so well that in
the games that remained, they got
more playing time than they got in
games prior to that. It was also a lot of
fun to be played at Tamaques School.
From the time when I took the pro-
gram over in 1991, that was where
our home base was. It was fun for me
historically,” Coach Kapner said.

The ability to allow so much play-
ing time to underclassmen this season
and the fact that four of the top-five
scorers are expected to return would
indicate a promising 2012 season.

“There are some interesting un-
knowns as to what is going to happen
with the club also known as the Acad-
emy Program. There are a number of
our kids, who play for major acad-
emies, and they are being told that

they are expected to play a 10-month
season, which should impact the high
schools. Even if they cannot commit
to playing high school, I still believe

we have a great deal of talent,” Coach
Kapner said. “Much of the team is
coming back. We will see how that
translates.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPRINTING TO THE BALL…Blue Devil Zach Sheil, No. 24, and an Elizabeth
Minuteman hustle to the ball in a game at Tamaques Park in Westfield.

Benefit Comedy Night
Set for December 2
A benefit comedy night featur-

ing Chris Monty and Joe Moffa
will be held on Friday, December 2,
at the Shackamaxon County Club
in Scotch Plains.

The event, which will begin at 7
p.m., will benefit the Scotch Plains
Police Foundation. Tickets are
$65 each and the price covers the
comedy show, hors d’oeuvres and
open bar. For tickets and more
information, contact Jason at
(908) 490-0808 or at
jasonparker@k9resorts.com

A Money Team Wins
Hoop Heaven Crown
The sixth grade A Money AAU

basketball team won the 2011 Hoop
Heaven Fall League Championship
on November 19. Christopher
O’Connor, Mark Schiavo, Luke
Hunziker, Dylan Jackson, Michael
Leniert and Corey Hiltz all from
Westfield led the team all year to help
bring home the trophy.

Registration to Commence
For SP-F Youth Lacrosse

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Lacrosse Club will
begin its spring 2012 open online
registration for boys from first through
fourth grades and girls from first
through eighth grades on Sunday,
November 27.

Our first- through fourth-grade pro-
grams are intended to introduce chil-
dren to the great sport of lacrosse and
are developmental in nature. The
emphasis is on skills and fun.

Our middle-school programs are
travel programs that are more com-
petitive in nature while still empha-
sizing player development.

The club also will host a player/
parent orientation on Saturday, De-
cember 3, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
in the cafeteria. Members of the club
will be available to answer questions
for both returning and new regis-
trants. Universal Lacrosse will be
present to answer questions about
uniform sizing and will offer an array

of equipment for both boys and girls.
All are welcome.
For more information and to regis-

ter online, go to spflacrosse.org.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Sep-
tember 28, 2011 granted variance relief
from 184-108(F,C) and 184-115(E) hav-
ing to do with setback requirements and
fence height for property owned by Mitchell
and Regina Tenzer at 83 Oakwood Court,
Fanwood, New Jersey being Block 42, Lot
12.

Documents pertaining to this application
are available for public inspection at Bor-
ough Hall during normal business hours.

Regina Tenzer
83 Oakwood Court

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 11/24/11, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 14th of Novem-
ber 2011, and that said Ordinances will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 20th day of December 2011 at 7:30
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinances and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-17

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
CHAPTER VII, ENTITLED
“TRAFFIC” TO AMEND THE
PARKING RESTRICTIONS
FOR CEDAR BROOK ROAD.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-18

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
CHAPTER IX, ENTITLED,
“TAXICABS AND VEHICLES
FOR HIRE” BY: 1) AMEND-
ING THE TITLE OF THE CHAP-
TER TO READ, “ TAXICABS
AND LIMOUSINE SERVICES”
AND 2) ADDING SECTION 9-
15 ENTITLED, “LIMOUSINE
SERVICES”.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-19

 AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
TO INCLUDE A NEW CHAP-
TER ENTITLED “PRECIOUS
METALS AND GEMS.”

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-20

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
THE REVISED GENERAL OR-
DINANCES OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
CHAPTER X ENTITLED,
“PARKS AND GOLF
COURSE” BY AMENDING
THE FEES FOR THE USE OF
FACILITIES.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 11/24/11, The Times Fee: $59.67

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-52752-10
FILE NO. 11843-10

NOTICE TO REDEEM

FT PROPERTIES, LLC;
PLAINTIFF VS. MARIA LAOS;
JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
MARIA LAOS, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTI-
TIOUS; SOVEREIGN BANK;
BANK OF AMERICA, NA;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: MARIA LAOS; JOHN DOE HUS-
BAND OF MARIA LAOS, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on November 18, 2011, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed January 4, 2012 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevail-
ing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
ROSELLE, located at 210 CHESTNUT
STREET, ROSELLE, NEW JERSEY
07203, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 19 BLOCK 5001 on the tax dupli-
cate of ROSELLE. Total amount required
to redeem tax sale certificate no. 07026 is
$ 104,576.32  together with interest from
August 31, 2011 and costs of $1,451.48.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 11/24/11, The Leader Fee: $50.49

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE FOR
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

Public notice is hereby given that the undersigned, The Collector of Taxes of the Town
of Westfield, Union County, New Jersey, will sell at public auction on the 2nd day of
December, 2011 in the Tax Collector’s office in the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at nine o’clock in the morning, the following described
lands:

The said lands will be sold to make the amount of Municipal liens chargeable against
that same on the 2nd day of December, 2011, together with interest and cost of sale,
exclusive however, of the lien for taxes for the year 2011.

The said lands will be sold in fee to such persons as will purchase the same, subject
to redemption at the lowest rate of interest, but in no case in excess of eighteen percent
(18%) per annum. Payments for the sale shall be made by cash or certified check before
conclusion of the sale or the property will be resold.

Any parcel of real property for which there shall be no other purchaser will be struck off
and sold to the Municipality in fee for redemption at eighteen percent  (18%) per annum
and the Municipality shall have the right to bar or foreclose the right of redemption.

The sale will be made and conducted in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of
Chapter 5 of Title 54, Revised Statutes of New Jersey, 1937, and amendments thereto.

At any time before the sale the undersigned will receive payment of the amount due on
the property, with interest and costs incurred up to the time of payments, by certified check
or cash.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58:10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A 58:10A-1 et seq.)
and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the municipality
is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser who is or may
be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

The said lands so subject to sale, described in accordance with the tax duplicate,
including the name of the owner as shown on the last duplicate and the total amount due
thereon respectively on the 2nd day of December, 2011, exclusive of the lien for the year
2011 are as listed below:

Susan Noon
Collector of Taxes

Westfield,  New Jersey

Location of Block Amount Due
Property Address Owner &  Lot Dec. 2, 2011

1. 1053 Lawrence Ave Lawrence Avenue, LLC 304/11 $31,355.01
2. 705 Lenape Trail Lenape Trail Assoc, LLC 603/14 $12,793.58
3. 760 Prospect St Rapuano, Samuel & Jo Ann 603/43 $  3,799.72
4. 367 Brightwood Ave Pringle, Edward 701/8 $  8,759.29
5. 619 Kimball Ave Khedr, Christine-Gadzera, Irene 1206/23 $12,804.38
6. 208 Sunset Ave Wilkins, Elise D. 1901/3 $19,787.21
7. 10 Wychview Dr O’Brien, Michael & Christine 2004/20 $12,068.79
8. 644 Cumberland Liebrich, Bernadine 2705/23 $10,716.99
9. 624 Downer St Clavijo, Victor & Maria 2710/16 $  4,854.47
10. 214 Scotch Plains Ave Morse, Norman & Nancy 2816/2 $13,674.35
11. 531 Pierson St Smith,FM-Smith,MA-Smith, C 2911/28 $  5,447.48
12. 412 Elmer St S Mormile, Antonio & MaryAnn 3207/6 $  6,146.05
13. 330 Benson Pl Potamousis, Ioannis & Sally Narkis 3408/4 $16,868.97
14. 52 Michael Dr Materek, Ruth 3902/16 $13,522.29
15. 118 Cacciola Pl Colonel, Lottie c/o N. Pringle 4001/4 $     869.10
16. 114 Livingston Str Furnari, Nancy J. 4001/16 $  3,518.26
17. 727 Central Ave Patel, Hasmukh S-Patel, Mahendra C 4001/98 $  8,502.23
18. 202-220 Cacciola Pl BLM Realty Co 4002/1 $11,259.92
19. 625 Ripley Pl Caldora, Frank & Gloria 4003/22 $     564.75
20. 714 Central Ave Nardone, Ida 4103/4 $  3,026.56
21. 1017 Lamberts Mill Rd McDaniel, Frederic & Neils 4505/17 $  6,769.89
22. 948 Willow Grove Rd Rotchford, JoAnn Est Of 4506/8 $  9,367.87
23. 152 Harrow Rd DelMonico, Gerald & Joanne 4911/16 $  9,967.24
24. 1305 Frances Terr Barnes, Robert 5008/9 $  4,833.73

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

4 T - 11/03, 11/10, 11/17 & 11/24/11, The Leader Fee: $440.64

‘Y”s Men’s Tree Sale to Get
Underway This Saturday

WESTFIELD – Continuing a tradi-
tion that has lasted more than 60 years,
the Westfield Area “Y’s Men’s Club

will begin its annual Christmas Tree
Sale to raise funds for local charities.

This year’s tree sale will kick off
this Saturday, November 26, at 9 a.m.,
continuing from Monday to Friday, 3
to 9 p.m., and Saturdays and Sun-
days, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. The tree lot is
located on the Elm Street Athletic
Field, across from Stop and Shop.

“Y”’s Men members from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Mountainside and
Cranford run this event. Many other
volunteers from area organizations
also lend their support to make this
event possible.

All proceeds from the sale benefit
local charities and organizations.
Some of the many recipients of “Y”’s
Men’s grants and donations over the
years include the Westfield Area “Y”’s
clubs and youth programs, such as
the Strong Kids Campaign and the
Leaders Club; Resolve Community
Counseling Center; the Children’s
Learning Center; Furniture Assist,
Inc.; New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts; Westfield Rescue Squad; Relay
for Life-Cancer Research; United
Fund of Westfield; Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital; CONTACT We
Care and Camp Speers-Eljabar.

Fraser Firs, Douglas Firs and Bal-
sams will all be available, in sizes rang-
ing from three-foot “table top” Balsam
trees to nine-foot Fraser Firs. Also avail-
able will be wreaths, evergreen roping,
grave covers and tree stands.

The Westfield Area “Y”’s Men’s
Club has expressed appreciation to
its loyal customers for their support
year after year.

Art Show-Sale to Offer
Works By Mr. Beierle
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Public Library will
hold a special art show and sale fea-
turing the works of the late local artist
Joe Beierle on Saturday, December
3, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will take
place at the library, located on Con-
stitution Plaza.

Mr. Beierle, who passed away in
May, lived in Mountainside for many
decades. Known to many around town
as “Tattoo Joe” for the many tattoos
drawn on generations of children’s
arms, he also was an accomplished
pen-and-ink and chalk artist who spe-
cialized in portraits and Western scenes.

These drawings will be on view
and available for sale at the
Mountainside Library for one day
only. Items will be reasonably priced,
according to the library. All proceeds
from the sale will benefit the
Mountainside Public Library’s col-
lection development fund for new
books and DVDs. For more informa-
tion about the library, call (908) 233-
0115 or visit mountainsidelibrary.org.

Bramnick, Lesniak Urge
Passage of CATV Bill

TRENTON – State Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth) and As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) this week release state-
ments urging passage of S-2664/
A-3766, legislation known as the
Market Competition and Consumer
Choice Act, which would make
changes to state regulation of com-
petitive services provided by tele-
communications and cable TV
(CATV) companies.

“Earlier this year, my colleagues
and I overwhelming passed A-
3766, important legislation that is
a positive step forward for New
Jersey’s consumers and the state’s
communications industry. The
companion bill in the Senate, S-
2664, will ensure the laws govern-
ing telecommunications are kept
up to speed with changing technol-
ogy by modernizing state regula-
tions of telecommunications and
cable providers in New Jersey and
creating a climate for job growth
and economic development,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “We are fortunate
to live in a state where competition
for phone service is thriving. To

foster that competitive environ-
ment, as well as to encourage im-
portant investments in infrastruc-
ture improvements and jobs, S-
2664 should be enacted without
further delay. I hope the Senate
will move this necessary legisla-
tion forward.”

Senator Lesniak added that “for
far too long, communications com-
panies have been governed by ob-
solete rules that were written de-
cades ago – long before the I-Phone
or smart phone became a thing of
the norm.

“I gave thoughtful consideration
how this bill would impact my con-
st i tuents and believe whole
heartedly that all New Jerseyans
will be better served under a mod-
ernized regulatory framework,”
Senator Lesniak said. “Moving this
legislation forward was and still is
the right thing to do - especially
since I have proposed amendments
that address the concerns raised by
senior groups.”

He said the legislation “leaves
intact important consumer protec-
tions while allowing telecommu-
nications and cable companies
more freedom to hire more work-
ers or bring more products and
services to market at prices people
can afford.”

“New Jersey needs to enhance
its business climate, encourage in-
vestment and get more people
working. Industries like telecom-
munications are growing and
should be allowed to flourish in
our state,” Senator Lesniak said.
“Passing the Market Competition
and Consumer Choice Act is criti-
cal and I look forward to casting
my vote in favor of this bill soon.”

Miller-Cory Museum Posts
Upcoming Winter Events

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, has an-
nounced its upcoming winter sched-
ule of programs.

The new year will begin with “The
Legend of La Befana” on Sunday, Janu-
ary 8, celebrating the tale of the Italian
witch who leaves toys for good chil-
dren and lumps of coal for bad children
on the eve of the Epiphany. Two Sun-
days later, on January 22, “The History
of Snowmen” will showcase one of
mankind’s oldest forms of folk art.

Programs will continue with “A Col-
lection of Novelty Valentines” on Feb-
ruary 5, and “Abraham Lincoln and the
Old School House” on February 11.
The season will end with four presenta-
tions in March – “Maple Sugar Sun-
day” on March 4, “Irish Dolls Through
the Centuries” on March 11, “Silhou-
ette Craft for Children” on March 18
and “A Spot of Tea!” on March 25.

Most of the programs are ideal for
children, and some of the events will
offer children’s crafts as well.

Two programs remain in 2011.
Openings are still available for “Gin-
gerbread Sunday,” which will take
place on December 4 between 1:30
and 4 p.m., during which children
will make a gingerbread house and
one additional craft and will hear
“gingery” tales. Light refreshments
will be served. Reservations are re-
quired and must be requested by noon
on Friday, December 2. Admission is
$4 per child; accompanying adults
may attend for free. The following
Sunday, December 11, “Polish Christ-
mas Customs” will highlight Polish
holiday traditions and foods.

For more information on the mu-
seum and its programs, call the mu-
seum office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

We are currently looking to
expand our expert panel for
testing of makeup and skincare
products. We are seeking women
with light to medium complexions,
between the ages of 25-40, to be
trained for work on the panel. The
panel is based and operates in
Clark NJ and primarily at the
Research and Innovation facility
operated by L’Oreal . The main
function of this position is to apply
makeup and skincare products
on yourself using a standardized
protocol, and to evaluate the
sensory properties of the products
using established rating scales.
To qualify for consideration, you
must have the ability and desire

to apply and evaluate makeup
and skincare products; work well
in a team environment; have
strong written and verbal
communication skills along with
attention to detail. This position
requires a long term commitment
of usually 2 years or more and
completion of a paid 6-month
training program. Must be
available on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays
from 8:30AM - 12:30PM. In
addition, availability needed on
Mondays and Fridays (time
flexible). Candidates must be a
non-smoker, not have any
sensitivities or allergies to
makeup or skincare products
and be in good health.

For consideration, please call Donna at:

MAKEUP PANELIST (PART-TIME)

(732) 680-4960

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean your
house, leave it to us. You have
better things to do. We’re a reliable
couple with excellent references.

(862) 307-3481

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

AUTO FOR SALE

1999 Chrysler Cirrus
Good 1st car, Maintenance up to

date, new tires, reliable
$2,000 OBO

Rob (908) 232-4407
auto@goleader.com

MATH AND PHYSICS TUTOR

Grades 9 to 12
Geometry Algebra

Trigonometry Precalculus
Calculus Physics

Contact: (908) 577-6361

CLEANING SERVICE

Portuguese cleaning lady looking
for houses to clean. Apartments
and houses with 16 years of
experience. Free estimates and
references available upon request.

Call (732) 826-9242
or (732) 915-6770

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

2,100 SF or portions thereof, rea-
sonable rent, second floor walk
up, convenient location to Route
22, Mill Lane, Mountainside, NJ

CALL (908) 232-2860 x242
OR E-MAIL

nsmusial@tmusialg.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 300-6079

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

CLASSIFIEDS

‘Y’ Welcomes Families
To ‘Lunch With Santa’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y” will host its Seventh Annual
“Lunch with Santa” event on Sun-
day, December 11, from 12:30 to 2
p.m. at the Main “Y” Facility, located
at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Families will enjoy lunch to-
gether, sing Christmas carols and
will be able to take pictures of their
children visiting with Santa. Ad-
vance ticket purchase is highly rec-
ommended and can be done at any
Westfield Area “Y” location.

All proceeds will benefit the “Y”
Strong Kids Campaign. For more
information, call the Welcome Cen-
ter at the Main “Y” Facility at (908)
233-2700.

Service League Gearing Up
For Holiday Sale on Dec. 3

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Service League (WSL) Thrift Shop
will hold its largest sale of the year
on Saturday, December 3, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Thousands of holi-
day items, including new toys,
clothing and bric-a-brac, will be
available at discounted prices.

Due to the large volume of mer-
chandise, shop racks and shelves
will be replenished throughout the
day. In preparation for this sale,
the thrift shop will be closed Fri-
day, December 2, for restocking
for the holiday sale. The shop will

have a series of sales, including a
$1 Day Sale, prior to December 2.

New this year will be the Holi-
day Sale Preview, a collection of
quality holiday items that will be
displayed in the thrift shop prior to
the Holiday Sale. These items may
be purchased in advance of the
Holiday Sale.

The league also operates a con-
signment shop on the upper level
of the premises, which currently is
running sales of up to 75 percent
off on certain items. This shop also
will open at 9 a.m. on December 3.

Both shops carry men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing
as well as shoes, books, toys,
household items, jewelry and holi-
day gift selections. Located at 114
Elmer Street in Westfield, both
shops are open Tuesday through
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For
further information, call the thrift
shop at (908) 233-2530 or the con-
signment shop at (908) 232-1223.County Offers DVD on

Cyber Safety for Parents
COUNTY — - The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders, in part-
nership with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, has announced
the creation of a new DVD on cyber
safety for parents.

The DVD, entitled “Internet Safety,
Cyber Bullying and Social Network-
ing,” takes a proactive approach to
keeping children safe from the dan-
gers of the web and social network-
ing. It is designed to teach parents the
potential threats to their children and
offers tips on how to address the
cyber safety issue without embar-
rassing their children or betraying
their trust.

The DVD is available for free from
the Union County Office of Public
Information and has also been posted
to the Union County website and can
be viewed in the video channel sec-
tion, at www.ucnj.org/videochannel/

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow said he hopes the video
will empower parents and guardians

to get more involved with their
children’s Internet activities and to
take the time to educate themselves
with the particular programs and de-
vices children use to communicate.

“The Internet can be very useful
and informative, but it can also be a
very dangerous vehicle,” Mr.
Romankow said. “We are trying to
help parents learn about what they
can do to protect their children from
trouble.”

The DVD, which is over an hour
and twenty minutes in length, con-
tains a presentation by Sergeant
Michael Hoose of the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office High Tech Task
Force. During the presentation he dis-
cusses the most prevalent threats to
children and young adults including
sexting, cyber-bullying, secret vid-
eotaping and high-tech pranks.

Copies of the DVD will be made
available at the Public Information
Van during various Union County
events. Residents may also obtain a
copy of the Cyber Bullying DVD by
contacting either Mary Lynn Will-
iams at (908) 527-4106 or by e-mail-
ing info@ucnj.org.

Rahway AARP Slates
Final ’11 Casino Trip

RAHWAY – The Rahway AARP
chapter will hold its last trip of this
year to Atlantic City’s Showboat
Casino on Thursday, December 1.
The cost is $22 with a $30 cash
voucher. The bus will leave at 8:30
a.m. and return at 6:30 p.m. To
reserve a spot, call Irene at (732)
499-7740.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Scotch Plains Municipal Manager has
scheduled a public input/public comment
session regarding the 2012 municipal bud-
get on Wednesday, November 30, 2011
between 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon at Town-
ship Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey.

The public is invited to provide any com-
ments and/or input concerning the 2011
budget at that time.

Christopher R. Marion
Municipal Manager

1 T - 11/24/11, The Times Fee: $15.81

Temple to Present
‘Mom’s The Word’

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-
El’s Early Childhood Education
Program will host “Mom’s The
Word” on Thursday, December 8,
at 7:15 p.m. It will take place at the
temple, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

This musical comedy revue turns
a comic eye on the ups and downs
of parenthood through song, cov-
ering such topics as tantrums, sib-
ling rivalry, finding a reliable
babysitter, overscheduled extra-
curricular activities and useless
husbands. Wine, cheese and des-
sert will be served.

Tickets are $40 in advance by Fri-
day, December 2, and $45 after De-
cember 2 or at the door. They may be
purchased in advance from Temple
Emanu-El’s Early Childhood Educa-
tion Program by calling the office at
(908) 232-6770, extension no. 130.

SURGERY SCHEDULER / ADMIN

Surgery Scheduler / Administrator
needed for growing Westfield, NJ
vascular surgery practice.
Schedule patient appts & surgery
dates, arrange testing/pre
certifications, make arrangements
with patients, verify insurance, field
calls from dialysis patients/units
and prepare reports. Excellent
communication skills, attention to
detail, computer skills and passion
for patient care. Email resume to:

HR@tcvcg.com

St. Bart’s to Accept
Giving Tree Gifts

SCOTCH PLAINS – A cherished
Christmas tradition will get under-
way on Friday, November 25, at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains,
when the Christmas Giving Tree ap-
pears in the narthex of the church.

In addition to its sparkling lights,
the tree will be laden with almost
1,000 tags in 11 different colors rep-
resenting the specific Christmas
wishes and needs of children and
adults in 11 different service organi-
zations that provide them vital care
and sustenance.

The request for a wish list from
these organizations goes out in Sep-
tember, so that a group of St.
Bartholomew women can create the
specifically detailed tags that will
appear on the Giving Tree the day
after Thanksgiving. Parishioners se-
lect tags from the tree and purchase
the requested item, gift-wrap it and
return it to the narthex, where men of
the Holy Name Society sort the pack-
ages for delivery to the receiving
institutions before Christmas Day.

Concert to Showcase
Hickory Tree Chorus
SUMMIT – The Central Presbyte-

rian Church, located at 70 Maple
Street in Summit, will begin its con-
cert series for December on Friday,
December 2, at 12:15 p.m. Admis-
sion will be free.

Presented in collaboration with
Music Director, pianist, vocal coach
and organist Sandor Szabo, the church
will welcome the Hickory Tree Cho-
rus chapter of Sweet Adelines Inter-
national. For more information, call
the church at (908) 273-0441.
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SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving children 
Full day Pre-K                in grades             Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten              Pre-K – 8th            Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 
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take control 
of your semester break
take control 
of your credit requirements
take a class at Union

Get a jump on your 
Spring Semester 
by Enrolling in a 
Winter Course 
at Union County 
College. 

Winter Session 
classes begin 
Tuesday, 
December 27, 2011.

For info call 908-709-7518 – or – visit www.ucc.edu
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SHOPPING STARTS IN THE PAGES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

He knows

where to go

to get the

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

BEST
RESULTS

In shopping, as in fishing, the secret to success

lies largely in knowing WHERE to go to get

the best results. The experienced angler

“picks his spots” carefully on the basis of

the best advance information he can

get. The experienced shopper does the

same thing. Scans the ads in this paper to

find out exactly who’s got what for sale and for

how much … uses the advertising columns as the

tried-and-trusted guide to the best “buys” in town.

Thus this paper renders a double service … valuable

alike to the shopper who wants to buy wisely and

to the advertiser who wants to sell well!

Brunner Garden Designated
As Monarch Waystation

BUTTERFLY HABITAT…Bernadette Hoyer shares the news that a Monarch
butterfly garden at Brunner School in Scotch Plains is now designated as a
waystation. Pictured with Mrs. Hoyer are: Hannah Baik, Amanda Baylock,
Grace Sweeney, Ava Fazio, Jalen Geneblazo and Nate DeMatteo. They helped to
create the habitat and learned about monarchs in the garden last year.

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Brunner
School Children’s Garden has been
certified and registered as a Mon-
arch Waystation by the Monarch
Watch Organization. Monarch
Waystations provide milkweeds,
nectar plants and shelter for mon-
arch butterflies throughout their an-
nual cycle of reproduction and mi-
gration.

Recently retired preschool
teacher, Bernadette Hoyer, became
a member of the Monarch Teacher’s

Network in 2001 and used the gar-
den to teach students and colleagues
at Brunner School about monarch
butterflies and began to work to-
wards creating a Monarch
Waystation.

In June 2011, the application for
Monarch Waystation designation
was submitted as a joint effort by
Mrs. Hoyer, the Brunner School PTA
and Scott Bortnick, Brunner’s prin-
cipal. The waystation sign was re-
cently put on display in the garden.

UC Inducts Seventy Students
Into National Honor Society
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union

Catholic announced the induction
of seventy students into the Na-
tional Honor Society. The event
took place on October 11 in the
auditorium. After an invocation by
Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, and
opening remarks by Patty Nuwer,
senior inductees James Weyand,
Christian Fernandez, Gabrielle
Aquino and Ann Cierpial spoke on
character, service, leadership and
scholarship, respectively. Keynote
speaker Edward Thornton, Class
of 2004, commented on his archi-
tectural experience through his
degree in Historical Preservation
from Mary Washington College
and told inductees, “You have a
slew of amazing faculty and staff
here to support you and pave the
path for your futures. Grab hold of
that pencil and be ready to start
drawing.”

The following students have met
all the requirements set forth by the
National Honor Society:

Class of 2012 Inductees
Gabrielle Aquino, Catherine

Bree, Meghan Brule, Abigail
Calixto, Ann Cierpial, Stephen
Cocuzza, Ryan Coughlan, Roxanne
Dalere, Timothy Dalton, Marty
Davidson II, Adrianna DeGazon,

Kenneth Di Giovanni, McKenna
Dick, Jordan Doherty, Kimberly
Esguerra, Christian Fernandez,
Loren Franco, Danielle
Gruskiewicz, Jingmei Han, Annyssa
Herlihy, Kelsey Lasin, Kathryn
Lubin, Meredith McAna, Kayla
McCloud, Anna-Teresa Mutuc,
Christina Nesi, Katherine Nolan,
Michelle Peters, Nicole
Pietrapertosa, Jonathan Riedinger,
Jessica Santana, David Schanz, Jas-
mine Serano, Kendra Simcox,
Stephanie Smith, Shannon Streisel,
Kathleen Sullivan, Demie Texeira,
Megan Trollo, David Von Ellen,
James Weyand, Muzi Yin, Ui-Yeon
Yoon.

Class of 2013 Inductees
Andres Aguaiza, Natasha Andre,

Adriana Belmonte, Sarah Beriont,
Alexandra Brown, Katherine
Brown, Brian Cattafe, Rosa
Cuppari, Alexa DaSilva, Taylor
Diken, Ian Donahue, Colleen Dow,
Jacqueline Fabricatore, Gregory
Gagliardi, Christine Hahn, Rose
Victoria Irace, Dara Maguire,
Courtney McGovern, Trevor
Miranda, Jolie Montes, Kevin
Moran, Brittany Pellettieri, Mathew
Sarrico, Ashley Titolo, Robert
Vagueiro, Thomas Wang, Dihana
Wijedasa.

HONORALBE…Union Catholic announced the induction of seventy students
into the National Honor Society. Pictured, left to right, are: Edward Thornton,
Gabrielle Aquino. James Weyand, Principal Sister Percylee Hart, RSM, Ann
Cierpial, Christian Fernandez, and NHS Moderator.

CLASS REUNION…The Westfield High School Class of 1936 is planning a 75th
Reunion planned for Florida this winter. Details will be made known as the event
is planned. Pictured are Doris Beecher Schaub of Harwich, Mass. and Dan Sweet
of Newfields, N.H., co-chairs of the reunion.

A Song for Everyone on Oria
Aspen's New CD Yellow Paint

Westfield High School student Oria Aspen's New CD is now available.

WESTFIELD – “Yellow Paint” is
a collection of 13 original songs writ-
ten by Oria Aspen, with one cover
song, “What A Wonderful World,” a
duet with none other than New
Jersey’s legendary soul rocker,
Southside Johnny. The songs on “Yel-
low Paint” are varied, with pop rock
songs such as “Be My Rock Star,”
“Yellow Paint,” “Burn Up In The
Flames” and “It’s You,” punk vibes
like “Party Song,” beautiful ballads
such as “Over The Rainbow,” darker
ballads like “Scars,” “M3NT@L” and
“Forbidden Love,” defiant soul/rap
grooves like “Get Back” and gor-
geous heartfelt songs such as “Lucky
To Be Me” and “Last Song.”

There is a song for everyone on the
“Yellow Paint” CD. It is the final
result of writing, tossing out, re-writ-
ing, cultivating and recording songs
for the past three years. It is an ex-
traordinary collection of songs by
17-year-old Oria Aspen, featuring not
only her amazing songwriting and
vocal abilities, but her accomplished
and masterful flute skills.

Oria is backed by some of the fin-

est musicians from New York, Los
Angeles, Nashville and New Jersey,
such as session ace multi reed man,
Bob Magnuson, world renowned
drummer Shawn Pelton, who has
worked with Shakira, Pink, Kelly
Clarkson, Sheryl Crow, Shawn
Colvin, etc., Van Romaine, who has
worked with Enrique Iglesias,
Naughty By Nature, Deep Purple,
Steve Morse, etc., The Asbury Jukes’
Jeff Kazee, The General, John Conte,
Chris Anderson and Neal Pawley,
Conan O’Brien keyboard wizard
Scott “Hollywood” Healy, producer,
keyboard extraordinaire Michael
Mancini and Nashville’s top session
aces Mike Durham, Tony Harrell,
Greg Morrow and Steve Mackey.

The CD is available locally at Sound
Station, 433 South Avenue, West,
Westfield, N.J. and also online at
CDBaby.com, Oriaaspen.com,
tunecore.com, itunes and many other
online distributors. View “Be My
Rock Star” video at youtube.com/
oriaaspen.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

SUMMIT—Bob Costello, Oratory
Prep School’s Head of School, has
announced the names of area students
who have earned academic recogni-
tion by being named on the honor rolls
for the first quarter of the school year.

Earning top honors by inclusion to
the St. Philip Neri Highest Honors
list with the criteria of a grade point
average (GPA) of at least 95 or higher
with no grade below 90 are the fol-
lowing young men from the all-boys,
Roman Catholic prep school in Sum-
mit:

 Seventh graders: Connor Briggs
of Mountainside and Peter Herbert of
Fanwood.

Earning High Honors with a GPA
of at least 90 with no grade below 85

are the following students: seventh
grader Aidan Windorf of Westfield,
ninth grader Zachary Friedrich of
Mountainside, eleventh grader Timo-
thy Esteves of Cranford and eleventh
grader Alex McDonald of
Mountainside.

The following students earned
Honors recognition by maintaining a
GPA of at least 85 with no grade
below 80: seventh grader Connor
Regan of Westfield and eleventh
grader Andrew Kontra of
Mountainside.

Oratory Prep School is a Roman
Catholic School for boys in grades
seven through twelve. For more in-
formation, visit the school’s website
at www.oratoryprep.org

Oratory Prep Announces Honor Roll
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

A GRAND VIEW…Troop No. 73 from Westfield attended the Boy Scout
Catholic Retreat October 14 to 16 on Ross Dock at the base of the Palisades in Fort
Lee and just north of the George Washington Bridge. Ten Scouts, three Cub
Scouts and six adult leaders attended. During the weekend, they all also hiked up
the Palisades and over to the New York side of the bridge, pictured above. Father
Eugene Field led the retreat. For membership information, call Scoutmaster
Henry Hom at (732) 382-9139.

Dolores Doyle, 88, Was Office Manager;
Dedicated Volunteer For Many Years

Dolores Eloise Doyle (née
Mowrey), 88, passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, November 12,
2011, while visiting with her son at
his home in Las Vegas, Nev.

Dolores’ childhood was spent in
Springfield, N.J., and after marrying
her beloved late husband, Roger, to-
gether raised their four children in
Westfield. After retiring from her
work as office manager for Dr. Phillip
Grey, Dolores had a wonderful life
spending her summers at her home in
Beach Haven, N.J. and her winters at
her home in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
She traveled all over the world, but
always came home to be with her
children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren over the holidays.

Dolores had a special place in her
heart for volunteering. With the short-
age of nurses during World War II,
she spent hours volunteering as a
nurse’s aide at Overlook Hospital. As
a young mother, she continued vol-
unteering for the American Red Cross,
visiting with veterans at the Lyons
Veterans Center, helping to make their
lives a little better. Later, Dolores was
a Boy Scout den leader, Girl Scout
leader and longtime member of the
Woman’s Club of Westfield.

Once leaving the local area, she

followed her volunteer spirit by
spending hours donating her time to
the Long Beach Island Historical
Society’s “Kitchen Cabinet” and the
Needlers’ Club of Sawgrass by knit-
ting baby blankets for the families of
the men and women stationed at Jack-
sonville Naval Station.

Surviving are her loving children,
Roger (Carol) of Glastonbury, Conn.,
Lawrence (Joe Lamarca) of Las Ve-
gas, Nev., Kathleen Frost (Richard) of
Carlisle, Pa. and Robert (Lorraine) of
Rocky Hill, Conn. She also leaves
behind eight grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren and a very special niece,
Joyce Hale, who will miss her dearly.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Saturday, November
19, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield. Interment
followed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield
(www.grayfuneralhomes.com to of-
fer condolences).

In keeping with Dolores’ love of
volunteer work, donations may be
made in her honor to the American
Red Cross chapter of choice.

November 24, 2011

– Obituaries –

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

C.D.

Newell Haller, 93, Was Accomplished In
Gardening, Architecture, Photography
Newell Maverick Haller passed

away peacefully in her sleep at the
Davis Health Center in Wilmington,
N.C. on Tuesday, November 15, 2011.
She was 93 years old. Although she
will be sorely missed by
her large family, they
choose to celebrate her ex-
ceptional life. Newell will
live forever in their hearts
and minds.

Born in San Antonio,
Tex. in 1918, Newell was
a third-generation Texan
and great-granddaughter
of Samuel Augustus Mav-
erick, a Texas lawyer, poli-
tician, land baron and
signer of the Texas Decla-
ration of Independence.
Her own parents, George Madison
and Ruth Newell Maverick, set a
strong, accomplished and loving ex-
ample for Newell throughout their
exceptionally long marriage and lives.
Newell carried on that tradition for
her own family.

A very accomplished lady, Newell
had many interests and hobbies. She
was a master gardener before such
titles required classroom training, an
amateur architect who planned and
built two houses in Pine Knoll Shores,
N.C. and an award-winning photog-
rapher. She collected interesting items
from her travels all over the globe
and was very involved in volunteer
work at the local hospital back at
home. While running a household
with four children and all the chaos
that entails, Newell was a successful
investor in the New York Stock Ex-

change, spending several hours daily
doing her own research on potential
investments.

Newell is preceded in death by her
husband of 56 years, Hugh Kenneth

Haller, a successful
Harvard-trained attorney
who helped establish the
town of Pine Knoll
Shores, N.C. Ken served
two terms as its mayor.
Newell also spent 12
very happy years with
her second husband,
Clarence Cade, at Plan-
tation Village in
Wilmington, N.C. Clay
was a wonderful, caring
man with a joyfully
youthful spirit.

Newell is survived by her four chil-
dren, Judith Haller Newsome of
Marietta, Ga., Susan Haller Balmat
of Morehead City, N.C., Kenneth
Maverick Haller of Athens, Ohio and
Hugh Maverick Haller of St. Augus-
tine, Fla., as well as 11 grandchildren
and 10 great-grandchildren.

Her daughter Sue has been Newell’s
rock, and invaluable helper, for the
past 10 years and will especially miss
her frequent chats with her mother
and best friend.

Newell Maverick Haller will be
buried next to her husband, Ken-
neth, in the Haller plot at Mt. Olivet
Cemetery in Frederick, Md. It is
high ground, overlooking the his-
toric town of Frederick and the beau-
tiful, rolling hills of the surrounding
countryside.

November 24, 2011

Newell Haller

Service League Thrift Shop
To Begin Holiday Boutique

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League’s annual Holiday Boutique
at its thrift shop will begin at 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, November 29. The shop
is located at 1730 East Second Street
in Scotch Plains.

All the items featured will be brand
new, many still in their original pack-
aging, and will be on display in the
store’s main room. The table will be
replenished daily. Among the gifts
included in the sale will be Lenox
china serving pieces, designer purses,
ties and wallets for men, holiday deco-
rations for the home, small appli-
ances and costume jewelry.

Shoppers also will be invited to
enter a free drawing for one of four
prizes, by filling out a piece of paper
with their name and telephone num-
ber and putting it in the “prize bag.”
The drawing will take place on Tues-
day, December 13. Individuals need
not be present to win.

This year there will be a free gift-
wrapping service on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10. Any gifts purchased on that day
from the boutique table may be wrapped
in holiday wrapping paper compliments
of the thrift shop staff. The boutique
sale will continue until Saturday, De-
cember 17, when the shop will close
for the holidays. The store will reopen
on Tuesday, January 3, at 10 a.m.

The Service League is a volunteer
organization, the members of which
operate the thrift shop. All profits from
this and sales throughout the year are
donated back into the local
community’s charitable organizations.
Shop hours of operation are Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday, 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m., and Friday and Saturday,
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call the shop at (908) 322-5420.

Additionally, the thrift shop will
hold a “Black Saturday Sale” No-
vember 26, when everything in the
store will be half-price.

Willow Grove to Offer
Blue Christmas Service

SCOTCH PLAINS – “A Blue
Christmas: A Service of Comfort and
Hope” will be held in the sanctuary
of the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church on Saturday, December 3,
beginning at 3 p.m.

This service is designed for those
for whom the holidays are painful due
to the loss of a loved one, the loss of a
job, a painful relationship, a life in
transition or any number of other
struggles.

Through music, scripture, prayer
and candlelight, participants will be
encouraged to acknowledge the blues
and the pain and look toward the
hope to come. The Reverend Cynthia
Cochran-Carney, Willow Grove pas-
tor, and the Reverend Bonnie Fee,
chaplain, Center for Hope Hospice
and Palliative Care in Scotch Plains,
will lead the service.

For more information about Wil-
low Grove Church, call the church
office, Monday through Friday, at
(908) 232-5678, e-mail
office@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit the church website,
willowgrovechurch.org.

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
is located at 1961 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains, across the street from
the Southside Firehouse and soccer
field and near the corner of South
Martine Avenue. All facilities are
handicap-accessible.

Westfield Library to Present
Evening For Storytellers

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will present a new kind
of storytelling event called a Story
Slam on Wednesday, November 30,
beginning at 7 p.m.

A Story Slam is an event in which
people tell true, five-minute stories
based around a particular theme. All
stories are told in front of an audience,
without notes, scripts or cheat sheets.
The theme for next Wednesday’s pro-
gram will be “Your Favorite ’round
the Dinner Table” story.

“I hold Story Slams on a quarterly
basis,” said Jen Schulze, the library’s
head of adult services, “because
people really like to have a chance to

talk about the memorable events in
their lives. We’re getting a good fol-
lowing of storytellers.”

The popularity of New York City’s
“The Moth,” a not-for-profit
storytelling organization, has inspired
this program. The program is free
and open to Westfield Memorial Li-
brary and MURAL cardholders.
MURAL cardholders belong to li-
braries that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. To see if a library participates,
check the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org. To register
for Story Slam, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 7951.

Libraries Hold Food Drive
To Assist Those In Need

AREA – Area residents are in-
vited to help fight hunger this holi-
day season with donations to a food
drive sponsored by the Union County
Public Libraries.

Local public libraries will accept
donations of non-perishable food
items now through Friday, Decem-
ber 16, to benefit the Community
FoodBank of New Jersey and other
local food pantries. Collection bins
are located at the libraries. Library
staff will then route 100 percent of
the donations to designated food
banks.

Many people in New Jersey have
been impacted by the tough eco-
nomic times, among them low-in-
come families, struggling single par-
ents, the elderly on a fixed income
and the unemployed.

The Community FoodBank of New
Jersey assists those in need by sup-
plying food to more than 1,500 non-
profit charities in 19 counties, in-
cluding soup kitchens, food pantries,
shelters, local food banks, after-
school programs and senior centers.

Groceries most urgently needed
include canned meat and fish; canned
soups and stews; peanut butter (in
plastic jars); boxed pasta and rice;
powdered milk; infant formula and
canned vegetables and fruits.

Participating libraries include the
Berkeley Heights Public Library,
Clark Public Library, Cranford Pub-
lic Library, Elizabeth Public Library,
Fanwood Memorial Library,
Garwood Free Public Library, Hill-

side Public Library, Kenilworth Pub-
lic Library, Linden Public Library,
Mountainside Public Library, New
Providence Memorial Library,
Plainfield Public Library, Rahway
Public Library, Roselle Free Public
Library, Roselle Park Veterans Me-
morial Library, Scotch Plains Public
Library, Springfield Public Library,
Summit Public Library, Union Free
Public Library and Westfield Me-
morial Library. For more informa-
tion, interested persons may contact
their library or visit the Union
County Public Libraries’ website,
luccnj.org.

WSL Now Accepting
2012 Grant Requests
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-

vice League (WSL) currently is ac-
cepting applications for grants for
2012. Applications are available at
the WSL Thrift Shop, located at 114
Elmer Street in Westfield.

This past year, the WSL donated
more than $50,000 to local agencies
and organizations. The grant funds
result from the profits of the WSL
Thrift and Consignment Shops.

To be considered for funding, each
agency or organization must submit
a completed application requesting
funding to the Westfield Service
League Donations Chairperson, 114
Elmer Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
All completed applications must be
returned no later than February 1,
2012.

Knights Announce
Holiday Toy Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing brand-new, unwrapped toys
through December on behalf of
the children of St. Joseph’s Social
Service Center in Elizabeth.

Donations can be dropped off
after 4 p.m. weekdays at the coun-
cil hall, located at 37 South Av-
enue in Garwood (opposite
PathMark). Parking is available
behind the hall off Willow Avenue.
Individuals are asked to use the
side door entrance. The Knights
have requested that no toys depict-
ing violence be donated. Individu-
als are asked to call first on week-
ends before bringing donations.

Monetary donations also are wel-
come and may be made payable to:
Garwood K of C Toy Drive, Atten-
tion: Keith Gallagher.

Since 1983, St. Joseph’s has served
the materially poor and homeless com-
munity of the greater Elizabeth area
by providing basic human needs such
as food, clothing and medications, as
well as a wide range of services and
programs to help clients acquire the
material goods and social services they
need to live with integrity. For more
information, call the Knights at (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m.

FCC Plans Musicales
For Advent Season

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church invites all to
celebrate the holidays with Mid-
Day Musicales. Mid-Day Musi-
cales are free, half-hour concerts,
offered every Wednesday at noon
in the sanctuary of the church, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street in
Westfield.

An optional soup-and-sandwich
luncheon is available following
each concert for $7. Organized by
Barbara Thomson, organist and
music director of the First Congre-
gational Church, the Advent sched-
ule is as follows:

November 30: Ron Levy, piano.
December 7: Westfield High

School Concert  Choir;  John
Brzozowski and Sharon Reynolds,
directors.

December 14: Ronald Naldi,
tenor, with Sean Gough, piano.

Funding for these concerts has
been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, a partner agency of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs. For ad-
ditional information, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494 or
visi t  the church website,
fccofwestfield.org.

Train and Toy Show
Set This Weekend

AREA – Greenberg’s Train and
Toy Show is scheduled for this Sat-
urday and Sunday, November 26
and 27, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each
day. It will be held at the New Jersey
Expo Center in Edison.

More than 80,000 square feet of
operating railroads and toy trains
will be on display and for sale.
General admission is $7 and is good
for both days; children age 11 and
under may attend for free. For more
information, visit
GreenbergShows.com.

Westfield High School Welcomes
Educator From England

VISIT FROM ACROSS THE POND…Bob Mitchell, assistant headmaster for
Beauchamp College in Leicester, England, recently visited Westfield High School.
He is pictured here with a recent copy of Westfield High School’s (WHS) student
produced newspaper, Hi’s Eye, as he observes the reporters at work in their
journalism class. Accompanying him are WHS Principal Peter Renwick, Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan, far left, and Hi’s Eye advisor/teacher
Rosemary DiBattista.

WESTFIELD – Nationally recog-
nized American Education Week was
topped off in Westfield by extending
U.S. hospitality to an educator from
England. Bob Mitchell, assistant head-
master for Beauchamp College in Le-
icester, England, and a member of the
Education Trust in the UK, paid a visit
to Westfield High School (WHS) to
observe American education in action.

Mr. Mitchell observed reporters at
work in their journalism class as they
worked on an edition of Hi’s Eye, the
school newspaper. Hi’s Eye is one of
the country’s only weekly school
newspapers and has consistently been

awarded recognitions from both the
Columbia and American Scholastic
Press Association. Mr. Mitchell also
observed several other classes, in-
cluding art, social studies, biology,
language arts, concert choir and
Project ’79, WHS’ alternative educa-
tion program.

As a result of the visit, Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan an-
nounced, “We are looking to establish
partnerships between some of our stu-
dents and those in England, which will
coincide with our mission to prepare
our students for participation in a glo-
bal society.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS Groups
To Perform at Annual Mayor’s Gala

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
The 21st annual Scotch Plains
Mayor’s Gala will be a special event
as the town honors the volunteers
who made the newly unveiled 9/11
Memorial possible. Mayor Nancy
Malool will preside over the evening’s
festivities, held at the Scotch Plains
Italian-American Club, 1976 Valley
Avenue, from 7 p.m. to midnight.

Providing entertainment for the
evening will be two groups from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School:

The State Champion jazz band The
Moonglowers, with featured vocal-
ists Varshini Narayanan, Sam
Zimmerman, Julia Mendes, Nick
Poulios and Julie Busch, and Sensa-
tions, the Choral Department’s a
cappella group.

Tickets are $65 per person and can
be purchased at scotchplainsnj.com;
by calling the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Department at (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 223, or in person at 430
Park Avenue.

Education News

Monica Reiss, Director of Corporate,
Foundation Giving For Autism Charity
Monica Reiss of Fanwood, N.J.

died on Wednesday, November 2,
2011.

Born in New York City, Monica
lived in Westfield, N.J. for many
years growing up, and then in New
York City before moving to
Fanwood 25 years ago.

She was the director of corporate
and foundation giving for “Autism
Speaks,” a charity based in New
York City. She was responsible for
writing grant applications and for
the charity’s fund-raising efforts.

Monica graduated from Cornell
University in Ithaca, N.Y. with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Ameri-
can Studies and earned a doctorate
in public health from Columbia
University in New York City.

She was a member of the Sister-
hood and Israel Support Commit-
tee, both of Congregation Beth Is-
rael in Scotch Plains.

She also was an avid supporter of
“Autism Speaks” and efforts on be-
half of children suffering from au-
tism.

Surviving are a daughter, Aleza
Zimmerman; a son, Caleb
Zimmerman; a brother, David Reiss;
two sisters, Franci Sagar and Ruth
Reiss, and her mother, Beatrice Reiss.

Services were held on Friday, No-
vember 4, at Congregation Beth Is-
rael in Scotch Plains. Interment was
at Beth Israel Cemetery in
Woodbridge, N.J.

Arrangements were by Ross’ Sha-
lom Chapels, 415 Morris Avenue in
Springfield, N.J. To leave condo-
lences, please go to
www.rosschapels.com.
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Handel’s Messiah Presented
At FW Presbyterian Church

Judy Collins, Arlo Guthrie
To Perform Holiday Concert
RAHWAY – This holiday season,

Union County Performing Arts Center
presents two of folk music’s most cel-
ebrated icons, Judy Collins and Arlo
Guthrie, as they share the stage for an
unforgettable evening devoted to sea-
sonal favorites and classic hits on Sun-
day, November 27, at 7 p.m. Tickets are
on sale now $45, $58, $95 (price in-
cludes all fees). Call the UC PAC box
office at (732) 499-8226, or visit
www.ucpac.org.

Over the last half a century, the leg-
endary Judy Collins has thrilled audi-
ences worldwide with her unique blend
of interpretive folk songs and contem-
porary themes. Arlo Guthrie is an ac-
claimed artist whose timeless stories
and unforgettable classic songs carry
on the Guthrie family legacy.

Judy and Arlo come together now to

perform their most definitive songs
like never before – a collaboration that
promises to be truly memorable for
seasons to come.

Tickets are available at the UCPAC
Box Office at (732) 499-8226 or online
at UCPAC.org. The UCPAC Box Of-
fice, located at 1601 Irving Street,
Rahway, N.J., is open Monday through
Friday from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. and
also open late on Thursdays until 8
p.m.

UCPAC us located in the heart of the
Rahway Arts District, Union County
Performing Arts Center is within walk-
ing distance of the Rahway NJ Transit
train station and can be reached by
taking exit 135 from the Garden State
Parkway or exit 12 from the N.J. Turn-
pike. Parking is available downtown at
the Rahway Parking Garage.

FANWOOD - Handel’s Messiah will
be presented at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church on Sunday, December 4, at
4 p.m. under the direction of Thomas
Berdos, Director of Music at the
Fanwood Church. Singers from mul-
tiple local choirs and the Sanctuary
Choir of the Fanwood Church will be
joined by an orchestra and four tal-
ented and widely known vocalists. They
include: Jamie Baer, a soprano, with
wide experience as a soloist with sev-
eral major symphonies across the coun-
try and with the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir. She is also a voice teacher and
lives in New Providence with her hus-
band and three children.

Hanne Ladefoged-Dollase, a Mezzo
Soprano, trained in opera in Europe.
She has performed extensively through-
out North America in song recitals and
lectures. In the New York area, she has
performed with several groups includ-
ing the St. Cecilia Chorus at Carnegie
Hall. She lives in Rockaway, N.J. with
her husband and two children.

Brian Ernstes, a Tenor, has won many
vocal competitions and has sung roles
in Messiah, Verde’s Requiem, Aida
and La Boheme among many others.

He is a winner of the New Jersey State
Opera Vocal Competition and has be-
come a regular soloist in their Opera
Logues and N.J. State Opera Guild
Concerts.

Richard Zuch, a Bass, is a frequent
soloist performer with many groups
including the Philadelphia Orchestra,
the Pennsylvania Symphony and the
Buffalo Philharmonic. As a member of
the Philadelphia Singers, he has ap-
peared as a soloist in Bach’s St. Mat-
thew, Handel’s Messiah and Mozart’s
Requiem. He is a regular soloist at
Ocean Grove.

Tickets for this performance of Mes-
siah are on sale for $20. To order tickets
send a check payable to Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, Memo Messiah with
a stamped self addressed envelope to
P.O. Box 69 Fanwood, NJ 07023.

Designations as a Patron of this
Messiah performance are available. The
Patrons will receive two tickets and the
their names will be printed in the pro-
gram. To become a Patron please send
a $75 check with a self-addressed
stamped envelop to the above address.

For further information about Mes-
siah please call (908) 889-8891 ext. 17.

HOLIDAY SOUNDS…Members of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
International-American Alphorn Society Ensemble will again entertain holiday
shoppers and visitors in downtown Westfield this season. Directed by Ted
Schlosberg, the IAS will recreate the sounds of the Alps on Saturday, December
3, 10 and 17 from 2:30 until 3:30 pm, on the corner of East Broad Street and Elm
Street. In the event of inclement weather, the ensemble will perform the following
Thursday evening from 7:30 to 8:30 pm.Continuo Arts to Present

‘Christmas Time in The City’
WESTFIELD - The third annual

“Christmas Time in the City” Holiday
concert will be presented on Sunday,
December 11, at 6 p.m. at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield. A produc-
tion by the Continuo Arts Foundation
in partnership with The Presbyterian
Church of Westfield and sponsored by
Coldwell Banker Residential Broker-
age, this concert features five choral
ensembles, alumni singers from sur-
rounding communities, soloists, instru-
mentalists, narrators, audience-sing-a-
longs and special guest artists.

Unique to this concert is an invita-
tion to alumni and local singers to
perform portions of “A Carol Fantasy”
by Stephen Edwards. Premiered in
Carnegie Hall in 2009, alumni singers
return each year joined by Continuo
Arts ensembles, as well as local sing-
ers. You are welcome to become part of
this tradition of ushering in the season

with the following rehearsal opportu-
nities: Tuesday, November 29, and
Tuesday, December 6, from 7:15 to 8
p.m. at the Historic Twin Maples Es-
tate, 214 Springfield Avenue in Sum-
mit and on Sunday, December 11, at
3:30 p.m. prior to the concert.

Alumni singers represent many dif-
ferent choral ensembles including the
Westfield High School Concert Choir,
the Maplewood Glee Club, The Oak
Knoll Ensemble, The Presbyterian
Church of Westfield Chancel Choir, in
addition to many choristers in the area
who love to sing.

Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. with
reserved seating available to “Home
for the Holidays” House tour ticket
holders from 5:30 – 5:45. Presented
free of charge as a gift to the commu-
nity, start your holiday season with
“Christmas Time in the City.”

Call (908) 264-5324 or visit
www.continuoarts.com for more in-
formation.

Hammond Releases ‘The
Color of Dreams’

FANWOOD – Hammond, a rock
and roll group consisting of Mike
Kaiser, guitar and vocals; Eric
Marshott, drums; Jay Ruggiero, gui-
tar and vocals and Marcelo Mejias,
bass and vocals recently released
their sophomore album “The Color
of Dreams.”

Based out of Fanwood, Hammond
has developed their own unique
sound by blending a variety of mu-
sical influences and genres, rang-
ing from classic rock of the 1960s
and 70s to blues and country.

In the fall of 2010, Hammond
released their debut EP, “Road So-
das and Candy Canes,” and began
playing shows throughout central
and northern New Jersey. They
quickly became a house favorite of
The Crossroads in Garwood.

The band followed up with the
anticipated release of “The Color
of Dreams.” After the release of
their second album, Hammond
played a number of shows and ben-
efits, including the 2011 Union
County MusicFest alongside na-
tional touring acts like Blondie,
Collective Soul, Live’s Ed
Kowalczyk, and New Jersey’s own
The Smithereens.

Since their formation in 2009,
Hammond has come a long way to
make a name for themselves and
build a strong, local fan base. They
are loved for their catchy tunes,
energetic live performances, and
an overall aura that represents rock
and roll and a good time.

For more information visit
hammondband.com.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
To Host Holiday Concert

WESTFIELD - The community is
invited to a Holiday Concert and Sing
Along on Sunday, December 4, at 2
p.m. at the Masonic Lodge, 1011 Cen-
tral Avenue, Westfield. Parking is avail-
able in the rear of the building and
entrance is the rear door.

Woman’s Club of Westfield will
host this delightful day of song. The
singers will be children from the Glee
club at Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield directed by their music
teacher, Mr. Brent Geyer. This event
will be a fundraiser for Gilda’s Club,
the National Federation of Woman’s
Clubs Special Service Project.

Tickets will be $5 for adults, $2 for
children 5 years and up. Desserts will
be served and there will be a bake sale
in conjunction with this event.

New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs selected Gilda’s Club
as the Special Project for 2010-2012.
Many of us remember the comedi-

enne Gilda Radner, famous for her
outrageous antics, especially those
on Saturday Night Live. Gilda was
diagnosed with ovarian cancer in
1989, her wish was that no one face
cancer alone. There are four New
Jersey locations, they are in
Hackensack, Linwood, Eatontown
and Bedminster and one will open
soon in Newark. Gilda’s Club may be
reached at (800) GILDA-4-U. Gilda’s
Club locations offer a variety of pro-
grams for anyone living with cancer
along with their family and friends.
They also welcome cancer survivors
and those who have lost a loved one
to cancer.

Gilda’s Club provides free com-
munities of support for those whose
lives have been affected by cancer.
Their mission is to offer support via
networking groups, talks, workshops
and social events free of cost in a non-
residential home-like setting.

Westfield’s 
“HHome for the 

Holidays” 

  

House Tour 
 
 

December 3rd, 2011  

 
   

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  

Tickets: 
$25 in advance 
$30 at the door 

Available at Coldwell Banker Offices: 
Westfield East, Westfield West 

Summit & Maplewood 
www.continuoarts.com/908-264-5324 

    Sponsored By: To Benefit: 

WCP Present The Three
Prince Charmings

WESTFIELD - A fun-filled, rol-
licking comedy for children, The
Three Prince Charmings will be pre-
sented by the Westfield Community
Players on Saturday, December 10,
with performances at 11 a.m. and 2
p.m. This pre-holiday show runs ram-
pant with two boisterous dueling
princes, wicked witches, Cinderella,
Rapunzel and – a mystery: Who is
the third Prince Charming?

The play is sure to delight boys
and girls from the ages five and up.
The fun continues after the curtain
comes down. After each perfor-
mance, children will have the spe-
cial opportunity to talk with the ac-
tors who will still be in costume and
have their pictures taken with them,
if they wish.

Tickets for this fund-raiser are $10
and all proceeds will go to benefit the
continuing growth of the Westfield
Community Players. Reservations
can be made by calling the box office

at (908) 232-1221 or ordering them
on line at
westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPticketprince.html. The theater
is located at 1000 North Avenue in
Westfield.

“The Three Prince Charmings,”
written by Edith Weiss, is directed by
Stephanie Youngman and produced
by Lucille Bills of Scotch Plains. The
cast includes Nina Donohue of
Westfield, David Neal of Fanwood,
Kelly Maizenaski, Christian
Ruppenthal, Lilli Marques, Bradley
Howell, and Claire Dill.

The generous sponsorship by
Eileen Ward-Conway, broker of El-
egant Homes Realty featuring the
Savannah in downtown Westfield, the
James Ward Mansion, and Ward and
O’Donnell Property Management
Company has made WCP’s children’s
theater debut possible.

Start off the holiday season by
making reservations now.

Westfield Community Players’ cast of The Three Prince Charmings.Meet Co-Writer of The
Elf on the Shelf at The

Town Book Store
WESTFIELD - Meet and talk with

Westfield Resident, Kenneth Waddell,
the co-writer and co-executive pro-
ducer of the new The Elf on the Shelf:
An Elf Story Movie Special on Satur-
day, December 3, 2011 from 11-1 p.m.

The Elf on the Shelf began as a family
tradition that has become a phenom-
enon, selling thousands of sets that
include Chippey the Elf and a storybook.
This tradition now comes to life in the
new movie special The Elf on the Shelf:
An Elf’s Story, which aired on CBS for
the first time at the end of November.
The movie tells the tale of Chippey, the
young scout elf assigned by Santa to
the family of Taylor McTuttle, who’s
not sure how Santa really knows who’s
naughty or nice... or if he even believes
Santa is real. Chippey quickly finds
himself facing the challenge of his life!
The Blu-Ray combo pack contains both
2-D and 3-D versions of the movie.

Kenneth Waddell is a producer-
writer-director, known for the 30th an-
niversary opening to Sesame Street,
“Of Love and Fantasy” – the indie
feature starring Betty Buckley (Cats,
“Eight is Enough”), Amy Redford
(daughter of screen legend Robert
Redford) and Shea Whigham (“Board-
walk Empire”), and dozens of other
TV shows and films.

Meet Kenneth Waddell at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you are
unable to attend this event, feel free to
call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 to reserve copy of this new
movie, The Elf Story and/or The Elf on
the Shelf boxed set.

Temple Sholom Plans
Family Fiesta Shabbat
FANWOOD – On Friday, Decem-

ber 2, at 6:30 p.m., Temple Sholom
of Fanwood/Scotch Plains will hold
a family-friendly Mexican fiesta
Shabbat dinner, followed by services
led by one of the sixth-grade reli-
gious school classes. This will be
the first dinner in a series of Shabbat
Around The World events to be held
by the congregation.

Participants will learn about Shabbat
customs in Mexico, enjoy music and
make their own burritos at the Qdoba
burrito bar. The cost will be $12 per
adult, $8 per child ages 4 to 12 and free
for children age 3 and younger. There
is a maximum cost of $40 per family.
To register, visit sholomnj.org or call
(908) 889-4900.

For more information about the
temple or joining the congregation,
call (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.



Page 16  Thursday, November 24, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Occupying Elm Street With a
‘Front Row Seat’

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - When Governor
Chris Christie came to Westfield last
year, Sweet Waters Steak House was
locked tight for the invitation only
$1,000+ a plate fundraiser. I occu-
pied Elm Street that evening, nose
pressed to the window, trying to get a
peek, but was whisked away by secu-
rity. Sweet Waters, now celebrating
their 10th anniversary, has a sterling
reputation for fine, high-end dining –
exclusive, though not regular for one
as casual as I.

Circumstances arose two weeks ago
where, just like Bob Uecker, I got a
“front row seat.” Sweet Waters Owner
Joe Mortarulo, a soccer coach in Scotch
Plains, and sports editor Dave Corbin
are friends. Chef Mortarulo invited
Dave on their anniversary to see that
one now can dine casually – get a
burger and a beer at Sweet Waters.
Dining of choice was complimentary
of the house. Bob Cozzolina and I
were invited to tag along.

We three amigos were warmly re-
ceived and comfortably seated – a
pleasant start that continued through-
out the evening. Our waitress, Ashley,
and Chef Mortarulo introduced the
menu. Scanning it, we saw a kaleido-
scope of delights. And yes, if one
looks closely, you can spot the burger
and the beer. We were encouraged to
go up the ladder with anything and
all. So it was!

For a full description of their menu,
visit their website at
www.SweetwatersSteakHouse.com.

We varied our choices to enable
sharing. Everything was scrumptious,
immaculately presented and prop-

erly served. Our choices were: Appe-
tizers: Calamari salad served with
baby arugula in a citrus dressing;
Maryland crab cakes, spiced, baked
and topped with grilled sweet corn,
tomato, relish and creme fraiche and
Kumamoto oysters, decorated and
bedded on ice. I never had oysters
like that, stupendous, from the north-
west.

Entrees: Bob was treated to the
Salmon, seared and oven finished
with brown sugar and mustard glaze
accompanied by asparagus and scal-
lion potatoes. Dave surrounded their
signature steak and I partook of the
French breast of chicken served with
green apple and brioche stuffing and
sweet potato puree.

Nothing served was left unaccom-
panied. We had fine wines appropri-
ate for the journey. There was Mount
Veeder Cabernet Sauvignon 2008;
there was Main Street Chardonnay of
Santa Barbara County, California;
there was a Sauvignon Blanc; with
desert: there was skinny espresso;
there was cafe Mexican.

Of yes, for desert – creme brulee
and apple tart.

Thank you and congratulations to
owners Frank Dilollo and Joseph
Mortarulo of Sweet Waters on their
10th Anniversary – here’s a salute for
many more. They, and the entire staff,
made our evening special with our
front row seat.

With all that we were treated with,
no time was left to sample the burger.
That is our next visit.

To enjoy their top of the ladder, or
to be casual with their burger, call
them at (908) 317-2599; or just stop
in at 43 Elm Street.

Celebrate the Holidays with
WF Symphony Orchestra

From traditional to pops, choral favorites to musical theater classics,
this season of Westfield Symphony Orchestra concerts

will fill the entire family with holiday cheer

WESTFIELD - On Saturday, De-
cember 3, at 7 p.m. join Maestro
David Wroe and Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) musicians at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield for
“Home for the Holidays,” a family
festival of traditional and contempo-
rary songs and music, sing-a-longs
and more guaranteed to make the
season merry.

This seasonal stroll of timeless clas-
sics and sentimental holiday favor-
ites, featuring special guests the
Westfield High School Concert Choir
and Bella Cora, is sure to bring joy,
smiles, and holiday memories to share
with the whole family. Tickets prices
range from $25 to $75 for adults and
there is a special discount price of

only $12 for students K-12 making
this event a perfect start to the holi-
day season for the whole family.

On Saturday, December 31, at 7
p.m., the fully professional WSO
again presents one of New Jersey ’s
most popular New Year’s Eve musi-
cal celebrations. This year’s perfor-
mance, “That’s Entertainment!,”
promises a superb revue of American
musical theater classics presented in
glorious symphonic splendor.

The cabaret style New Year’s Eve
celebration has become a musical
event eagerly anticipated by much of
central New Jersey. This year’s line
up reads like a Who’s Who of the best
of American musical theater com-
posers and again features renowned
guest vocalists direct from the Broad-
way stage.

The NYE concert will take place in
the newly refurbished Westfield High
School auditorium, 550 Dorian Road
in Westfield, and will finish at ap-
proximately 9 p.m. Tickets in ad-
vance are $40 for general admission
and $70 for preferred seating ($45
and $75 at the door, if available.)

Tickets for both concerts are now
available on line at
www.wesfieldsymphony.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or visiting the office
at 224 E. Broad Street, Westfield.
Patrons are advised to purchase tick-
ets on line – it’s simple, secure, you
can choose your own seats, print your
tickets, and avoid the additional $6
office handling fee.

Maestro David Wroe and the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra

Photo courtesy of Robert Cozzolina
FRONT ROW SEAT...Dave Corbin, Sports Editor for The Westfield Leader and
The Times celebrates the 10th Anniversary of Sweet Waters Steak House with
Owner Joe Mortarulo and server, Ashley.

Premiere Stages Presents
Ellen Burstyn at Artists Series

UNION – Kean University contin-
ues the Premiere Artists series with a
visit by Academy Award-winning
actress and best-selling author Ellen
Burstyn on Monday, December 5.
Premiere Artists is a project of Pre-
miere Stages, the professional Ac-
tors’ Equity Association theatre in
residence at Kean University, pro-
duced in partnership with the Kean
Department of Theatre.

Premiere Artists features high-pro-
file artists as they visit the Kean Uni-
versity campus to
conduct master
classes with Kean
University students
and engage in ques-
tion and answer ses-
sions with the cam-
pus community and
local patrons.

The evening be-
gins at 5:15 p.m. and
includes: Open
Master Class: Kean
BFA Acting Stu-
dents prepare
scenes that they will
be performing in
their upcoming
January Showcase
in NYC. Ellen will critique and dis-
cuss the scenes (5:15 pm to 6:15 pm);
Question and Answer Session: Ellen
will discuss her career and take ques-
tions from the students and patrons in
the audience. Producing Artistic Di-
rector John Wooten will moderate
(6:15 to 7); Reception (7 to 7:30).
Ellen Burstyn’s illustrious acting ca-
reer encompasses film, stage and tele-
vision. She became a “triple crown
winner” when she won an Emmy for
her guest appearance in “Law and
Order: SVU” (2009) to add to her
Oscar win for “Alice Doesn’t Live
Here Anymore” (1974) and her Tony
Award for Same Time, Next Year
(1974) on Broadway. Ellen has been
nominated for an Academy Award
five other times for “The Last Picture
Show” (1972), “The Exorcist”
(1973), “Same Time, Next Year,”
(1979), “Resurrection” (1981), and
“Requiem for a Dream” (2000). Ms.
Burstyn’s many theater credits in-
clude the Broadway productions of
84 Charing Cross Road, Shirley Val-
entine and Sacrilege. She received
glowing reviews in Stephen Adley
Guirgis’ play The Little Flower of
East Orange (2008), directed by
Philip Seymour Hoffman at The Pub-
lic Theater in New York. Earlier this
year, she appeared in London’s West
End in Lillian Hellman’s The
Children’s Hour to rave reviews.

Ellen was the first woman elected
president of Actors Equity Associa-
tion (1982-85), and served as the
Artistic Director of the famed Actors
Studio, where she studied with the
late Lee Strasberg. Academically,
Ellen holds four honorary doctor-
ates, including a doctorate from Pace
University where she teaches in The
Actors Studio M.F.A. program. Ellen
became a national best-selling au-
thor with the publication in 2006 of

her memoir, “Lessons in Becoming
Myself,” published by Riverhead
Press.

Tickets for the event are free and
will be held in the University Center
Little Theatre, located at Kean Uni-
versity, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union,
N.J. Space is limited. To reserve tick-
ets, please call (908) 737-4092. All
facilities are fully accessible spaces.
Patrons should call for a list of sign-
interpreted, audio-described or open-
captioned performances. Large print

programs are avail-
able at all times.
Publications in alter-
nate formats and
other assistive ser-
vices are available
with advanced no-
tice.

For further infor-
mation call (908)
737-4092, email
premiere@kean.edu
or visit
w w w. k e a n . e d u /
premierestages. Pre-
miere Stages is made
possible in part
through funding
from The New Jer-

sey State Council on the Arts, The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
Northfield Bank Foundation, The
New Jersey Theatre Alliance, and
through the generous support of indi-
vidual patrons.

Arco Holiday Concert At
Kean’s Enlow Hall

HILLSIDE - The Gene and
Shelley Enlow Recital Hall at Kean
University presents an Arco En-
semble holiday performance on
Saturday, December 10, at 7:30 p.m.
Conductor Bruce Hangen conducts
New Jersey’s virtuoso string cham-
ber orchestra, featuring beloved
music of the season.

Mr. Hangen is Artistic Director
and Conductor of the Orchestra of
Indian Hill, the Greater Boston
area’s premier professional orches-
tra. He began his Indian Hill affili-
ation in the fall 1997 season. He is
also Director of Orchestral Activi-
ties at The Boston Conservatory
and Conductor of The Boston Con-
servatory Orchestra.

Arco presents concerts that ap-
peal to seasoned concert lovers as
well as to those who have yet to
experience the joy of hearing great
music performed live. Arco En-
semble was founded by violinist
Victoria Stewart. Her concert expe-
rience includes solo, chamber mu-
sic, symphonic, and opera perfor-
mances across the globe. While
maintaining her position on the
Kean University Concert Artist fac-

ulty and her busy freelance sched-
ule, Stewart has eagerly embraced
the challenge of managing the op-
erations of Arco.

The Arco Ensemble consistently
thrills audiences with its dynamic,
polished and exciting performances
led by world-renowned guest con-
ductors. The 2011-12 season marks
the sixth season and its third year
presenting concert’s in Kean
University’s Enlow Recital Hall.

All tickets to An Arco Ensemble
Holiday are $25 and can be pur-
chased by calling Kean Stage Box
Office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469),
online at enlowhall.kean.edu, or in
person at Kean University’s Wilkins
Theater Box Office located at 1000
Morris Avenue, Union.

Enlow Recital Hall is located on
Kean University’s East Campus at
215 North Avenue, Hillside, N.J.
07205. WQXR is a media sponsor
of Gene and Shelley Enlow Recital
Hall.

For complete Enlow Hall 2011-
12 Season information, please visit
the website or contact Cory Ran-
som, Director of Operations at (908)
737-5932, ransomco@kean.edu.

Arco Ensemble

Triple Threat Presents It’s a
Wonderful Life Radio Play Live!

Ellen Burstyn

SCOTCH PLAINS – Triple
Threat Productions will present It’s
a Wonderful Life Radio Play Live!
on Friday and Saturday, December
9 and 10 at the First United Meth-
odist Church in Scotch Plains.

“Every time a bell rings an An-
gel gets its wings.” These are the
words little Zuzu says at the end of
the classic movie “It’s a Wonderful
Life.” This holiday season, Triple
Threat Productions is gearing up
for their performance of the live
radio broadcast of this classic film.

Laurie Wood directs as the venue
will be transformed into an old
1948 recording studio on Christ-
mas Eve, where the audience will
step back in time and participate in
the broadcast. From the applause
signs to the live sound effects this
will be a fun family event not to be
missed. The cast plays multiple
parts by changing their voices,
quite challenging for all. Actors of
all ages are represented from as
small as 10 years old to those that
are young at heart.

WONDERFUL…Triple Threat Productions will present It’s a Wonderful Life
Radio Play Live! on December 9 and 10 at the First United Methodist Church in
Scotch Plains. Pictured are Christopher Mazur and Tiffany Lucey who play leads
George and Mary.

The famous roles of George and
Mary will be played by Christopher
Mazur and Tiffany Lucey. The
younger versions of those two iconic
characters will be portrayed by
Brenden Patternostro and Colleen
Sweeny. There are 17 actors playing
over 50 roles.

If you are looking for that Christ-
mas spirit, bring family and friends
to this production it will make you
laugh, cry and evoke the giving spirit
in all of us. Triple Threat will also be
collecting canned food goods for
food pantries so please be kind and
think of those less fortunate and
donate a can or two when you come
to the show.

It’s a Wonderful Life Radio Play
Live! will be presented on Friday,
December 9, and Saturday, 10 at
7:30 p.m. at the First United Meth-
odist Church located at 1171 Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains. Tickets are
$10 and can be held in advance by
e m a i l i n g
triplethreatproductionsllc@yahoo.com
or calling (908) 868-6121.

Children Try Their Luck Shooting
Pucks in ‘Thanksgiving Challenge’
ROSELLE – Bring the family

and join in the excitement at the
Warinanco Ice Skating Center on
Saturday, November 26, at 3:15
p.m. as the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders presents the
“Thanksgiving Score-O Chal-
lenge.” No hockey or skating skills
are required.

Registration for the Thanksgiv-
ing Score-O Challenge begins at
3:15 p.m. on Saturday. There is a
$2 registration fee per participant.
Regular admission and skate rental
fees do not apply; this is not a
skating event.

There is no public skating during
this event. The Score-O Challenge
will begin at 3:30 p.m. Children ages
4 through 17 years who are compet-
ing in the challenge will be divided
into four age groups. Prizes will be
awarded.

The Warinanco Ice Skating Center
is located off Thompson Avenue in
Warinanco Park, located near the bor-
der of Roselle and Elizabeth.

For more information call the Skat-
ing Center at (908) 298-7850 or the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at 908-
527-4900, or visit www.ucnj.org.

NJ Restaurant Assoc.
Hosts Gala Recognizing

Restaurateurs
WEST ORANGE – The New

Jersey Restaurant Association
(NJRA) is hosting its Annual Gala
by celebrating the State’s $13 billion
restaurant and hospitality industry.
The event will take place on
Monday, November 28, at the
Pleasantdale Chateau, 757 Eagle
Rock Avenue, West Orange, New
Jersey.

The 2011 Restaurateur of the Year
will be awarded to Mark Pascal and
Francis Schott of Catherine
Lombardi and Stage Left in New
Brunswick. The Restaurateur of the
Year is the highest award bestowed
by the NJRA. The 2011 Gold Plate
Award will be given to Chef James
and Nancy Laird of Restaurant
Serenade in Chatham, as well as
Jeanne Cretella of Liberty House in
Jersey City and Stone House at
Stirling Ridge in Warren. The Gold
Plate Award recognizes current
outstanding service and
achievement in the food service
industry.

The NJRA will award a 2011 Staff
Legacy Award to Judy Richards,
Vice President of Events and Allied
Relations at the New Jersey Res-
taurant Association. Judy will be
retiring in December 2011. She is a
resident of Westfield, NJ and has
worked for the NJRA for over 16
years.

Theatre Co. Presents Amahl
And the Night Visitors

WESTFIELD – Hedgehog and
Feather Theatre Company is proud
to present Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors, one of the most popular Ameri-
can operas by Gian Carlo Menotti,
on Friday and Saturday, December
2 and 3, at 7:30 p.m. in the beautiful
sanctuary of Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church, on the corner of
First Street and Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.

This production promises to be
one of the highlights of the holiday
season. Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors is a timeless story of the power
of faith and the meaning of love. The
one-act opera tells the story of
Amahl, a poor boy on a crutch, who
lives with his mother in a village
somewhere on the road to
Bethlehem.

When the Three Kings following
the star in the east seek shelter for
the night, the lives of Amahl and his
mother are changed forever.

Playing the lead role of Amahl is
twelve-year old Matthew Ryan of
Berkeley Heights. The role of his
mother will be performed by
Fanwood resident Terri Cerrito. Jo-
seph Loria of East Hanover, Claudio
Venancio of Rahway and Tom
Schaefer of Westfield will portray
the Three Kings and Steven Collins
of Rahway will be the Page. Twenty-
five chorus members made up of
children and adults from Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Rahway and Easton,
Pa. will round out the production.

Commissioned by NBC in 1951,
and first performed at Studio 8H at

Rockefeller Center, Menotti’s Amahl
and the Night Visitors has become an
annual holiday tradition enjoyed by
children and families around the world.
Co-Artistic Directors Sara Hedgepeth
and Julie Fetter are “truly excited to
present Amahl and the Night Visitors
for the holiday season of 2011. It’s a
big year! 2011 marks the 60th Anni-
versary of the original 1951 broadcast
and the 100th year of composer Gian
Carlo Menotti’s birth.”

The doors will open at 7 p.m. for
general seating. A suggested donation
will be taken at the door (receipts for
tax purposes will be provided upon
request). There are no reservations for
this production. For further informa-
tion please email
hedgehogandfeather@yahoo.com or
call (908) 578-0756.

Hedgehog and Feather Theatre Com-
pany, founded in 2006 and based in
Westfield, is a 501(c)3 non-for-profit
organization. The mission of the com-
pany is to educate and enlighten the
families of Westfield, New Jersey,
and surrounding communities
through exposure to and active par-
ticipation in the world of theatre arts;
to provide a safe, nurturing, and sup-
portive environment in which all chil-
dren, regardless of theatrical, musi-
cal, or learning abilities, can explore
and develop their interest in theatre;
and to educate and enlighten parents
and other community members, as
well as schools and other community
organizations, about the multiple ben-
efits of children’s active participation
in the arts.



Monk’s Painting and Carpentry
973-635-7900

MonksCarpentry.com
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Prevent running back sensa-
tion Greg Jones from tearing up
the turf as he had done all season
was the Cranford High School
football team’s primary focus in
practices leading up to the third-
seeded Cougars’ showdown with
second-seeded Colonia in the
semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment in Colonia on November
19.

The 9-1 Cougars’ veteran de-
fense did its homework in glori-
ous fashion, while the offense
inflicted punishment on the Pa-
triots’ defense en route to a 34-
7 victory to place them in un-
charted territory of having been
the first Cranford High School
football team to play for the sec-
tional championship.

The Cougars’ defense limited
Jones, who had 450 yards rush-
ing in a 33-21 victory over previ-
ously unbeaten Wall Township
on November 5, to just 28 yards
rushing in the first half and 30 in
the second half before bringing
in the reserves for the final two
plays of the game where Jones
would add another 60 yards, in-
cluding a 42-yard touchdown

(TD) run with 30 seconds re-
maining.

“I knew we had a good defense.
We looked at the Summit game

as a lesson that it was going to be
an aberration. We believe that
we can play good defense against
anybody. He’s [Jones] a great

player, but we have great play-
ers too. Some people came up to
me and said, ‘you got to figure he

is going to get a couple,’ and I
told the team he gets nothing.
We weren’t going to be OK with
him getting anything. That was

our mindset from the beginning.
[Defensive coordinator Joe]
Hubert and our defensive staff
did a great job. I just get to hang
out and coach offense,” Cougar
Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier

said.
In the meantime, it was Cougar

junior quarterback Reggie Green,
who tore up the grass field, with
192 rushing yards on 20 carries,
including respective TD runs of
60 yards and 54 yards. Green
also completed two of three pass
attempts for 50 yards, both to
wide receiver Ryan Williamson.

Running back Chris Witwick
carries seven times for 67 yards,
including a 26-yard TD sweep
around the right side, and run-
ning back J.P. Christiano added a
one-yard TD plunge. Senior Eric
Garguilo added a two-point con-
version.

“As good as everybody said
that Jones was, I looked on the
defensive side of the ball and
they [Colonia] had three shut-
outs. I put the pressure on the
offense that it’s up to us to move
the ball. We responded. We got
the big play early, and I think
that it calmed down the nerves,
and we were able to execute,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Sophomore Troy Kettler kicked
respective field goals of 32 yards
and 20 yards to go with a pair of
PAT’s (points after touchdown).

“For a sophomore, that’s a lot
of pressure to be under. Troy
made those field goals. Rather
than getting nothing, it was a
good job by him,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

“He showed that he can knock
down field goals when he has to,”
Green said.

The Cougars’ offense sent a
message early, taking only two
plays to hit pay dirt on the open-
ing drive when Green found an
opening in the middle at the line
of scrimmage then hooked down

GREEN RUNS FOR 2 TDs, J.P. CHRISTIANO TD, WITWICK TD, KETTLER TWO FIELD GOALS

Cougars Halt Patriots, 34-7, in Grid Section Semifinals

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECOVERING A FUMBLE…Cougars JP Christiano, No. 36, and Mike Klimek, No. 57, indicate that Cranford
recovered a Patriot fumble in the sectional semifinal game in Colonia on November 19.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader
CRANFORD – The U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers said a study
started nine years on the levees
along the Rahway River is only 30
percent complete and is $4 mil-
lion under funded. Towns along
the river have dealt with severe
flooding in recent years including
Hurricane Irene this past August
as the river has overflowed its
banks numerous times.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers began its feasibility study of
the Rahway River Watershed in
2002. Ms. McDonald said they ex-
pect to complete the feasibility
study in 2015, and following
completion the Corps would move
for authorization and appropria-
tion from the federal government.

The Corps needs $4 million to
complete the study and did not
receive any appropriations this
year, Project Manager Rifat Salim
said. “After nine years…we did not
receive the funding we antici-
pated,” Ms. Salim said.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Geotechnical Team Leader Stan
Sedwick said the Corps has stud-
ied 10 areas along the levee sys-
tem in the Rahway River in
Cranford. “There is potential for
seepage below the levees,” he
said, noting the said the areas
were monitored before Hurricane
Irene hit in August.

The levee is designed for two
purposes – to control seepage
and stability of side slopes, he
said. “The side slopes are gener-
ally stable,” Mr. Sedwick said.

“In this case, because of levee
reliability analysis, there is a prob-
ability of failure,” added Jodi
McDonald, chief of flood risk man-
agement for the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers.

“There weren’t any signs of ero-
sion that we saw,” Mr. Sedwick
said.

Considering the uncertainty of
the outcome of the study and the
long timeframe the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers put forth to the
township committee, Mayor Dan
Aschenbach told The Westfield

Leader that the township commit-
tee would pursue “armoring and
strengthening” the levees them-
selves by reaching out to the Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for funding.

The Army Corps has also been
studying the Lenape Park Basin
and how it may be an area to
improve to help mitigate flooding.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Hy-
draulic Engineer Andre Chauncey,
Jr. said he has no concrete an-
swers, but communicated an ar-
ray of possibilities he is studying,
including raising the elevation of
the levee overbanks by approxi-
mately six feet to alleviate flood-
ing during a 25-year storm.

Mayor Aschenbach told The

Leader, “If the community can’t
wait for the Army Corps,” than the
committee would seek funding
from state, county and the town-
ship to move forward on deepen-
ing the basin and elevating the
levees there. He said that would
protect the township from a 25-
year storm.

The Army Corps’ study of the
Rahway River has been modeling
for solutions to mitigate a 100-
year storm, which Hurricane Floyd
in 1999 was categorized. Irene
was categorized as a 500-year
storm.

Township Committeeman Dave
Robinson commented, “If you are
looking to stop a Floyd, it’s not
good enough. Say this (Irene) is
the new standard, this is what we
need to model.”

Homes that are outside of the
flood zone — which encompass
100-year storms — in Cranford,
and even those outside a 500-
year flood zone, were flooded as a
result of Irene.

Sima Murphy of Locust Avenue on
the northside of Cranford said she
lives outside the flood zone but was
impacted by Irene. She asked if the
Army Corps would be taking into
account those homes. Project Man-

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
voted 4-1 Tuesday night on a motion to
introduce a ordinance to freeze longevity
benefits. Councilman Victor DeFilippo was
the dissenting vote and Council President
Timothy Hak was not in attendance. The
council will vote to adopt the ordinance
with a public hearing on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13.

Non-union borough employees have the
opportunity to receive longevity benefits
after the borough has employed them for a
certain amount of time. The ordinance would
freeze payments at the level they are at now
and not rise. The benefit would not be
available to new hires or those employees in
line to receive longevity benefits.

During the workshop session, the coun-
cil discussed at length how the ordinance
was left with the council on July 12. In July,
the council was to make a motion on the
ordinance to amend longevity benefits.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi and
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma argued
over the minutes of the July meeting. Ms.
Ariemma said at that meeting an ordinance
to repeal all longevity benefits was adopted
and then tabled, and at the time Councilman
Keith Sluka questioned the legalities of
that, asking Mr. Triarsi if it should be tabled
before being adopted.

Mr. Triarsi said Tuesday he did not
approve tabling the ordinance after being
adopted as it is not the correct legal proce-
dure, and the minutes were wrong in saying
he did allow it to be tabled after adoption.
Mr. Triarsi called Ms. Ariemma’s wording
in the minutes “convoluted.”

Ms. Ariemma held firm that her minutes

were stated accurately, and stated that the
taped recording of the meeting would prove
that.

The Westfield Leader on Wednesday
reviewed the taped recording of the July 12
meeting. The transcription is as follows:

“Mayor (Patricia Quattrocchi): May I
have a motion to adopt ordinance 11-12.

“Mr. Sluka: I would like to make a
motion to table ordinance 11-12.

“Mr. Triarsi: Councilman, we need to
introduce and second it. Then a motion to
table is in order. We need a motion to adopt
and second and then a motion to table is in
order.

“Mr. (James) Matthieu: Wasn’t it intro-
duced previously?

“Mr. Triarsi: No. We need a motion to
adopt it and second the adoption and then a
motion to table is in order. So we have to go
through that formality.

“Mayor Quattrocchi: May I have a mo-
tion to adopt 11-12.

“Mr. Sluka: Isn’t a motion to adopt then
become the privileged motion and then you
have to vote on it?

“Mr. Triarsi: No. The motion to adopt
has to yield to the motion to table. The
motion to table is the privileged motion.
You have three options here. You can move
to adopt and adopt it. You can move to
adopt, second it and table it. Or you can take
no action, and if you take no action at all it
simply expires and it fails for adoption.
Those are your three options at this point in
time. I need to have something before the
body to move to table.”

Then the governing body voted, 4-0, to
adopt the ordinance, and then a motion by
Councilwoman Sara Todisco was made to
table the ordinance.

After the meeting, Ms. Ariemma told

The Leader, “I was completely disre-
spected.” She called the council’s and bor-
ough attorney’s actions Tuesday “appall-
ing.”

“If they felt it was a problem, they
shouldn’t have said anything like that, and
just said we need to listen to the tape,” Ms.
Ariemma told The Leader.

Ms. Ariemma said after the governing
body and attorney listen to the minutes, and
see that the minutes were correct in report-
ing what happened at the meeting, then, “I
want a public apology from the attorney and
the governing body.”

Earlier, during the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Joe Wilds of Flemington,
who grew up in the borough and worked for
26 years as a police officer in the borough
and currently commutes to the borough for
his job as a full-time dispatcher, spoke
about his position against amending the
longevity benefits ordinance. He called the
action to freeze benefits, the “eventual de-
mise of the borough.”

“You took away raises and now you
want to take away perks such as longevity,”
he said.

“Is it worth destroying the hearts of our
employees?” he asked.

Currently, the payment of longevity
benefits, he said, is about $14,680 and
would mean taxpayers paying about $7 on
average. The total amount the council and
mayor receive in salary and benefits, he
said, totals about $31,900. Councilman
Louis Petruzzelli has grandfathered ben-
efits of about $20,400 a year. “Give back
all of you benefits,” he said to the council
and mayor.

“I have worked here for 13 years as
well. I agree with what Joe said,” Kathleen
Zabinski said.

ager Alek Petersen said the Army
Corps looked at all structures within
the 500-year flood plain.

“I had four feet of water running
past my home and I am outside
the 500-year flood plain,” said
Catherine Alexander of Crane Park-
way, located on the Southeast
quadrant of Cranford. She said
municipalities, up and downstream
including Cranford, are not adher-

ing to their stormwater manage-
ment regulations with redevelop-
ment and new development.

“We [Cranford] are allowing for
more and more 100-percent im-
pervious surface,” she said. The
mayor dissented her statement.

The township committee has said
they want to build a retention
basin on Birchwood Avenue where
a 360-unit building is proposed.

The township committee has said
they will continue to fight a
builder’s remedy lawsuit and a
subsequent ruling in the courts to
stop the development.

However, Mr. Chauncey said the
proposed basin on Birchwood Av-
enue would not alleviate floodwa-
ters backing up from the Rahway
River, but, “It will help localized
(flooding),” he said.
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