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SUPER MOON…Taken from the cliff in Summit on Sunday, the moon hovers over Port Newark. From NASA: On March
19, the full moon was of rare size and beauty when it rose in the east at sunset. It was a super “perigee moon”— the biggest
in almost 20 years. “The last full moon so big and close to earth occurred in March of 1993,” says Geoff Chester of the US
Naval Observatory in Washington, DC. Full moons vary in size because of the oval shape of the moon’s orbit. It is an ellipse
with one side (perigee) about 30,000 miles closer to Earth than the other (apogee). Nearby perigee moons are about 14 percent
bigger and 30 percent brighter than lesser moons that occur on the apogee side of the moon’s orbit.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TOP HONORS...Richard Bagger of Westfield, chief of staff for Governor Chris
Christie,  was  awarded the “GOP Man of theYear Award” at a Republican Party
fundraiser held March 21 at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Mr. Bagger, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick( R-21, Westfield)
and Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield).

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REELECTION BID...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky introduces town council
members who are posing for reelection at a Republican Party fundraiser held at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield on March 21. Pictured, left to right, are:
Councilman Jim Foerst, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), Council-
man Mark Ciarrocca, Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan, Councilman Frank Arena
and Mayor Skibitsky.

County Unveils Budget; Tax
Levy to Jump 6 Percent
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Westfield BOE Severs Ties With
Disko Assoc.; MS Retains Firm
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Following
charges levied against Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) Business
Administrator Robert Berman and
engineer/Architect of Record Ken
Disko related to bid rigging, the
Westfield BOE has served M. Disko
Associates with legal notice to sever
all contracts with the firm.

The Westfield district has also sev-
ered ties with Metropolitan Metal
Window Company of Fanwood,
whose co-owner, John Sangiuliano,
also faces charges in the scheme that
allegedly dates back 10 years.

Mr. Disko was charged by the At-
torney General’s office for allegedly
submitting fraudulent quotes and es-
timates to school districts including
Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, and recommending ap-
proval of the fraudulently bid con-
tracts in exchange for more than
$80,000 in kickbacks from contrac-
tors.

When contacted by The Westfield
Leader last week, a person who an-
swered the phone at M. Disko and
Associates stated Ken Disko, “no
longer works here.”

According to the State of New Jer-
sey Business Registration Certificate

on file with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood BOE, M. Disko Associates
is owned by Michael D. Disko and
the business certificate is valid, ac-
cording to the state website. The
Leader was unable to find proof of an
engineering license for Ken Disko.
According to the state Department of
Community Affairs online registry,
engineering and professional plan-
ner licenses are valid for the senior
Michael D. Disko and his son,
Michael D. Disko, Jr.

According to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi, the BOE does not
currently have any contracts with M.
Disko Associates and has no current
plans to hire a forensic accountant to
examine any previous contracts. He
also told The Leader that, “I would
think that they [SPF BOE] would wait
until the outcome of the trial to deter-
mine what, if any, future work will be
given to M. Disko Associates.”

The firm was retained by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood BOE on three occa-
sions since 2006 for athletic field
work. According to Mr. Del Sordi,
the first project was for field renova-
tions with a fee of approximately
$18,000; the second project was the
installation of two turf fields and reno-
vation to the running track with a fee
of $166,855; and the final project
was for additional drainage work on
the baseball field with no charge for
the design or oversight of the project.

The Westfield Board of Education was
unable to provide information regarding
how much has been paid to M. Disko
Associates over the past 10 years without
an OPRA (Open Public Records Act)
request, one has been filed by The Leader.

M. Disko Associates is currently
employed by Union County for engi-
neering services pertaining to the
Westbrook flood control project, a
project totaling over $400,000 in
county funds dating back to 2001.
The firm of M. Disko Associates; and
before that the firm Disko-Lehr As-
sociates; have been used by many
towns, including Westfield, Cranford
and Mountainside over the past 40
years for engineering services, drain-
age and flood issues. Michael D.
Disko, Jr. is currently the borough
engineer for Mountainside.

The Mountainside Borough dis-
cussed the issue last week in execu-
tive session to decide if any action
was necessary.

“Mike Disko, Sr. and Disko Asso-
ciates provided distinguished service
as Mountainside’s borough engineer
for many years. When Mike, Sr. re-

MS BOE Details Bussing
And ‘Pay to Play’ Option
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Board
of Education (BOE) provided specific
figures for proposed bussing and ac-
tivity charges at its third budget pre-
sentation Tuesday evening, with pre-
sentations from Acting Business Ad-
ministrator Daniel Saragnese and
Chief School Administrator Jeanette
Baubles.

The option for a subscription bus
service for children living less than
two miles from their school was an-
nounced. Mr. Saragnese said the esti-
mated cost of the service is $540 per
student. He provided figures for other
towns in the area for comparison. The
Union school district will be charging
$2,200 per student, Cranford, $884;
Springfield, $750; Westfield, $426,
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood, $360 per
student.

Mr. Saragnese stated that the bus
subscription service was only an esti-
mate and would fluctuate, as he could
not predict how many students would
participate in the program next year.
The number of participants would af-
fect the number of bus routes and the
“When you move from courtesy bus-
sing to subscription bussing — it’s a

fundamental of economics, supply and
demand. If transportation’s free, de-
mand is infinite. Anyone who wants a
ride will take a ride for free; when
there’s price attached to it, people
have to make some different deci-
sions,” Mr. Saragnese said.

Mr. Saragnese also provided spe-
cific figures for the cost of the so-
called “pay to play” option for co-
curricular activities, namely clubs and
sports.

In the performing arts category, in-
cluding band, jazz band, chorus, swing
players and the school play, the pro-
posed fee imposed would be $85 per
student per activity.

In the clubs category, including Art
Enrichment, and the Chess, Ecology,
and Technology Clubs, the proposed
fee imposed would be $40 per student
per activity.

Students who participate in the
school yearbook next year are facing a
fee of $200 per student.

For those students participating in
sports, including baseball, basketball,
soccer and softball, the proposed fee
would be $425 per student, per sport.

Several members of the public
voiced their concerns regarding the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager George Devanney released
his proposed executive budget total-
ing $484 million last week, an in-
crease of $4.3 million over what was
spent in 2010. A total of $293.8
million would be raised in taxes, an
increase of $16.4 million or 6 per-
cent over last year.

The state instituted a 2-percent
cap last year on tax levies, although
some areas are exempt. The county
included increases in health care
costs, $5,062,130; pensions,
$4,944,677; debt service and capital
lease increases, $2,654,529 as being
outside the cap. The 2 percent in-
crease, per the cap, added $5,544,623
to the tax levy over 2010. The county,
which has over a half-million dol-
lars in outstanding debt, is projected
to have a debt service payment in
2011 of $44.9 million.

“The county’s tax bill [for 2011]
is about $1,700, which represents an
increase of $108 this year,” Mr.
Devanney said in his budget cover

letter.
Although tax amounts per towns

have not yet been released, accord-
ing to figures available on the state
Department of Community Affairs
website, in 2010, $28.2 million in
county taxes were collected in
Westfield, $15.3 million in Scotch
Plains, $4.5 million in Fanwood, $2.6
million in Garwood, $6.9 million in
Mountainside, $15.5 million in
Cranford, and $26.7 million in Sum-
mit. Other Union County towns were
as follows: Berkeley Heights, $12.8
million; Clark, $9.8 million; Eliza-
beth, $31.6 million; Hillside, $8.2
million; Kenilworth, $6.8 million;
Linden, $22.6 million; New Provi-
dence, $9.6 million; Plainfield, $12.6
million; Rahway, $13.6 million;
Roselle, $6.7 million; Roselle Park,
$4.7 million; Springfield, $11.2 mil-
lion; Union, $27.7 million; and
Winfield, $61,154.

County open space tax collections
were also collected. In 2010 local
collections totaled: Westfield, $1.2
million; Summit, $1.1 million;

WF Council Expected to Debut
$39.5 Mil Budget Next Week

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
meeting, the Finance Policy Com-
mittee unveiled the proposed
$39,513,027 2011 municipal budget.
The budget will be formally intro-
duced at next week’s public meeting
and will likely see final adoption at
the Tuesday, April 26, meeting. If
passed in its current form, the budget
will mean an increase of $128 on the
average assessed home valued at
$184,000.

With Finance Committee Chair-
man Mark Ciarrocca away, the bud-
get was introduced by Councilman
Sam Della Fera, who said it was
“another challenging year” as the
committee had to meet the state’s 2-
percent cap requirement. He ex-
plained to the council that revenues
are down due to property-tax appeals
and that the total ratables in the town
are, “now less than they were in 2009.”

The town’s operating budget is
down $240,298 over last year and
salaries have decreased by $284,377.
The town has eliminated, largely

through retirements, 10 full-time po-
sitions and one part-time position;
additionally, one full-time position is
being converted to two part-time po-
sitions.

All of the town department bud-
gets are less than 2010, with the ex-
ception of the fire department, which
is seeing a nearly $4,000 increase for
uniform costs, and the town’s legal
department, which is seeing a $10,300
increase due to property-tax appeals

and labor matters.
Despite all of the savings on oper-

ating costs and salaries, the town’s
revenue is down $859,880 from 2010,
which is causing the total budget in-
crease.

The towns were restricted this year
to a 2-percent cap on tax levies. How-
ever, officials said several “statutory”
items fall outside the cap and have
increased 5.25 percent over last year.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
ENDLESS WINTER...Residents were greeted by an early morning storm that
covered the area with a dusting of snow on March 21, the first full day of spring.
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WF BOE Outlines Budget,
Enrollment Projections

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Westfield Board of Education, as well
as candidates running in the upcom-
ing board of education election, made
many comments regarding the 2011-
2012 budget at Tuesday evening’s
school board meeting.

Vincent Yaniro, interim business
administrator for the board, and Mar-
garet Dolan, superintendent of schools,
gave an overview of the budget, as
well as next year’s enrollment projec-
tions. Mr. Yaniro is being paid a per
diem rate of $650 per day as ap-
proved by the acting Union County
executive superintendent.

In the presentation made Tuesday
evening, as well as last week, it was
noted that the total budget would in-
crease 1.3 percent over last year, which
would equate to a hike of $1,169,091.
Officials said that the tax levy falls
within the state’s new 2-percent cap
on tax levies. According to the report,
homeowners would see a $171 tax
increase on an average assessed home
of $184,000 as part of the proposed
$85.9-million school tax levy.

As previously reported, residents
would vote on a tax levy of $83.4
million for the 2011-2012 operating
budget, an increase of $3.2 million
over last year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY…On March 14, gentlemen gathered at the Kenilworth VFW for a sampling of fine wines, French gourmet cuisine and merriment at the Cranford Chapter of Les Marmitons’ monthly soirée, where a “bon moment”
was had by all. See story on page 20.

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
WORLD TRAVELER...Robert Cozzolina caught up with the local news by
reading The Westfield Leader while in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Scotch Plains, $624,722;
Mountainside, $282,427; Fanwood,
$183,965; Garwood, $106,349;
Cranford, $637,881; Clark,
$398,756; and Berkeley Heights,
$522,495.

To offset taxes, the county is pro-
posing to use $18 million in surplus
funds, $6.3 million less than was
utilized last year. Other revenue
sources include: $3.7 million in rev-
enues from the county clerk’s office,
a jump of $440,000 over last year;
$25 million in state and federal
grants, down $12.5 million; $5.5
million from parks and recreation,
up $200,000; $1.6 million for rental
of beds to other counties at the
county’s juvenile detention center,
approximately $400,000 over what
was collected in 2010; and $3 mil-
lion in realty transfer fees from the
county clerk’s office. Revenue from
Runnells Specialized Hospital is
expected at $37.6 million, similar to
the amount collected last year.

The county also lists $2 million in
revenue in 2011 as part of a 22-year
lease extension with Covanta En-
ergy, operator of the county incin-
erator in Rahway.

“Despite the continuing debate in
Trenton, a complete ‘toolkit’ has yet
to be realized. Unfortunately, while
the state’s fiscal year proposed 2012
budget was able to keep municipal
aid stable, and provides a modest
increase for school funding, Union
County suffered unforeseen state
cuts, which have negatively impacted
Runnells Specialized Hospital and
our corrections department,” Mr.
Devanney said in his letter.

Runnells’ projected revenue for
2011 is $37,650,000. The hospital’s
operating budget this year is
$38,376,141.

The county manager said revenues
for state prisoners at the county jail
have declined from $4 million in
2009 to $3 million this year. Last
Thursday, the county approved a
contract with a Florida company to
conduct an analysis of the county
jail population, encompassing the
courts, parole and probation divi-
sions, in an effort to reduce the popu-
lation by 10 percent to save money.
The proposed corrections budget is
$44.3 million, $2.5 million over last
year. The budget includes $6.1 mil-
lion in overtime for corrections of-

ficers, the same number as last year.
Mr. Devanney said state-funding

cuts at Runnells has “created a $7.5-
million revenue gap.” In addition, he
said, the “national decline in the real
estate market” caused the county’s
revenues to drop from $12 million in
2005 to the current $6 million; while
the county ratable base dropped from
$78 to $71 billion.

In addition, he said mandated
costs, such as salaries, pensions and
health insurance, have increased $18
million.

According to a breakdown of de-
partment operating budgets, the
county will spend $3.1 million in
golf operations, $16.9 million in the
sheriff’s office, $7.7 million for the
county police department, and $20.5
million in the county prosecutor’s
office. The county also projects to
spend $14.4 million to manage its
facilities.

During the first of four budget
hearings with department heads con-
ducted by the freeholder’s fiscal af-
fairs committee, County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi said elimination of a
separate Presidential Primary Elec-
tion, currently scheduled for Febru-
ary, in addition to the regular June
Primary would save the county
$360,000.

Her election division budget is
proposed at $1.1 million in addition
to the $2 million clerk’s office bud-
get. The state added the additional
election date in 2008 in an effort to
give New Jersey more of a say in the
selection of the major political par-
ties’ nominees for president. Legis-
lation is currently under consider-
ation to move the election to the
June Primary date to avoid addi-
tional costs of a separate election.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Unveils Budget
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council

cost of participating in these activi-
ties. An example proposed consist-
ing of three students in one family
requiring bussing, playing several
sports, and participating in several
clubs would cost the family thou-
sands of dollars.

Mrs. Baubles said, “When you look
at enrollment projections for next year,
perhaps if we were to rework this,
which I’m not suggesting we do at this
late date, if you put all that back in (the
funds for co-curricular activities) we’d
have class sizes of 28, 29, 30, 31, 32 —
it gets very difficult and when you
spread it around, you spread it around
in a way where you’re no longer meet-
ing expenditures.”

The BOE will present its final bud-
get to the Union County executive

tired, we were pleased to appoint
Mike, Jr., who has continued his
father’s distinguished service. We
have been assured that neither Mike,
Sr. nor Mike, Jr. were involved in the
actions that resulted in Ken Disko’s
indictment, and so Mountainside’s
relationship with Mike, Sr. and Mike,
Jr. will not be affected by that indict-
ment,” Mountainside Mayor Al
Mirabelli said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Disko

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside BOE
superintendent of schools, Joseph
Passiment, for approval. The budget
vote will be held on Wednesday, April
27, at which time residents can also
cast their vote for their choice of five
BOE candidates vying for two open
seats.

Polls will be open from 2 until 9
p.m. at Deerfield School, the Com-
munity Presbyterian Church and Bor-
ough Hall.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, April 6, at 6:30
p.m. at Beechwood School. The pub-
lic will have the opportunity to meet
the BOE candidates at this meeting.

For more information on the pro-
posed budget, including a video pre-
sentation of the figures, go to
mountainsideschools.org.

The increases include: the town’s debt
service payment, which is up $67,235;
public employee pension payment,
up $209,139; firefighter pension pay-
ment, up $334,778; health insurance
is up $273,000 and the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority payment has in-
creased by $130,151. Funding for the
library, which is set on a calculated
state statute, is down $90,277, and the
town’s joint insurance fund cost is down
$22,915 over last year.

Last year, the town saw a dramatic
decrease in state aid and offset the
budget by use of saved money from
the sale of the town property account.
The town also negotiated zero per-
cent increases on both the firefighters’
and public works employees’ con-
tracts, which increase 2.5 percent and
2 percent this year, respectively. All
non-union employees currently are
in a salary freeze, and the town also
instituted a hiring freeze last June.
Town Administrator James Gildea
said that, “things we did last year
made a big difference this year.” He
added that the budget process “never
really ends.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that the
“employees have really stepped up and
helped us.”

The proposed budget is available at
westfieldnj.gov and the town is asking
for residents to e-mail
budget@westfieldnj.gov with any ques-
tions or suggestions.

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, West Dudley Avenue
resident Ross Katz complained to the
council regarding garbage along the

fence line at the department of public
works building on North Avenue. He
also said that the paver stones along the
side of the World War I monument are
falling apart and have become a “pub-
lic safety” issue for pedestrians.

Francis Terrace resident Peter
Laskaris said that he is gathering infor-
mation regarding the pedestrian acti-
vated light on Central Avenue near
Clover Street, and that 13 of the 14
people he has spoken to have “issues”
with the light. He said that, “right now,
its not perfect.”

Mayor Skibitsky said that the light is
for the “greater good of the commu-
nity.” He said that according to the
report produced by the county’s engi-
neering firm, The Louis Berger Group,
it is safer for children to cross away
from the intersection so that there are
less points of conflict.

When asked by Mr. Laskaris why a
regular traffic light was not installed at
the intersection of Clover and Central,
Mr. Gildea responded that a warrant
analysis was conducted in 2002 that
indicated a light was not needed. The
light that currently is installed is only
activated by a pedestrian and is located
mid-block.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
raised questions regarding whether a
different type of warrant analysis would
have led to a traffic light at the corner.
When Councilman Haas said that he
was not sure that the current location is
the “safest,” Mayor Skibitsky said that
while he believed Councilman Haas
has read the reports, “you don’t like
what it says.”

Officials also was noted that health
care costs were reduced $1 million
from last year through negotiations on
existing employee contracts, as well as
a $65,000 savings from energy conser-
vation. Additionally, there was a re-
ported savings of $100,000 in transpor-
tation costs because of some special-
education students coming back into
the district and another $100,000 sav-
ings from a less costly computerized
communication system.

There was much discussion concern-
ing a report made last week regarding a
$210,000 giveback from teachers re-
ported by Board President Julia Walker.
Last week, she had noted that the
givebacks would enable the district to
bring back some teachers in the pri-
mary grades and counseling at the
middle-school level. She had noted
that the positions would most likely
bring the district two teachers in the
primary grades and one counseling
position in the middle schools.

Mrs. Walker explained that the
$210,000 had been negotiated with
teachers last fall and noted that this
came from an understanding that as
part of the teachers’ contract teachers

would not be reimbursed for tuition or
for conferences that were required of
them like it had been done in the past.
Also, teachers were now required to
perform additional duties as part of
their normal workday, thus eliminating
some stipends and/or additional staff.

Many members of the board, as well
as candidates for the board, asked Mrs.
Walker if the teachers had been asked
to give back from their contractual
increase in salary, to which Mrs. Walker
replied “no.” The Westfield Education
Association (WEA) received a 12.2
percent (3.9 percent per year) over three
years as per a new contract ratified by
the board and WEA in March of 2010.

In the enrollment report given pri-
marily by Superintendent Dolan, it was
noted that potential “hot spots,” or
classes with the potential to have close
to 25 students, included ninth, fifth,
fourth, sixth and second grades. She
further noted that the projected kinder-
garten rate was lower, which she added
“was not surprising when you look at
the birth rate for this particular year, as
well as the next year’s incoming kin-
dergarten.”

There also was a lot of dialogue
concerning a capital improvement por-
tion to the budget and the need to put
funding into it.

Board of Education candidate Jenni-
fer Silva stated, “I am concerned that
there is no money in the capital reserve
account when we have roofs leaking
and boilers in the schools that are past
their prime. I have a major concern for
the children’s safety and for our fi-
nances.”

Board member Ann Cary, who is
running for re-election, stated, “I don’t
want the public to confuse a capital
reserve fund for big renovation projects
with funding for maintenance repairs
in our schools.” She noted that leaky
roofs and general repairs were all in-
cluded in the budget under mainte-
nance.

Board candidate Keith Hertell stated,
“The $210,000 that the teachers gave
back…some would agree that this is
not really a giveback. This might take
care of this year, but what about the
following year? I have a concern about
one-time givebacks.”

Board member Ginny Leiz re-
sponded, “We don’t generally do one-
time funding, but it seems appropriate
for now. Seeing that the birth rate
dropped for kindergarten and first grade,
maybe we will pick up new positions
there. The point is well taken.”

The next board of education meeting
will be held on Tuesday, March 29, at 8
p.m. in the Westfield High School caf-
eteria, where the board will adopt a
final budget.

A board of education candidate fo-
rum, sponsored by the Parent-Teacher
Council, will be held on Wednesday,
April 13, at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield
High School cafeteria.

GW BOE Key Topics:
Athletic Field and Budget

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield BOE

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Pleas for the new ath-
letic field project’s completion continued
at Tuesday night’s Garwood Borough
Council meeting, with reoccurring faces
representing their cause.

Garwood resident Richard King opened
the athletic field discussion with a state-
ment he composed to Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi and members of the council.

“In the early 70’s, I got into the
Garwood baseball program. I remember
back then the Yankees offering to pur-
chase new lights for our town baseball
field, and our mayor at the time declined,”
Mr. King said.

He further stated that Garwood was
sitting on a grant for $1.7 million to invest
in the revamp of the athletic fields. Mr.
King explained that he had family in the
baseball program and was pulling for
them and all the other children who would
benefit from this project, including per-
haps family members of the governing
body.

The mayor informed the public that a
meeting with the council and the archi-
tect was set for Monday, April 11.

“By this time next month, I hope to
have some final answers to be able to
move forward on this, but I need a tight
packaged plan first,” said Mayor
Quattrocchi.

The mayor wants all the components
of the project broken down into price
categories to see what each piece will
cost. She hopes to have these costs bro-
ken down coming out of the April 11
meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi explained that the
meeting would be limited to the architect,
the council and herself, but that she hopes
the numbers can eventually be brought to
the public in some form. She also said
that a meeting open to the public would
eventually happen if plans continue to
move forward.

In other news, Councilman James
Mathieu reported that the budget was
decreased to below $7 million and that
spending was decreased from $208,000
to $151,000. Officials were able to keep
the tax increase on the low end at 2.9
percent.

“I challenged my colleagues to find a
decrease of $45,000,” Councilman
Mathieu said.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PERSONALITY PLUS…TV show host Corny Collins (Matt Zawodniak) proudly presents his “Nicest Kids in Town”
during an energetic performance of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory Theatre’s Hairspray, which ran
through last weekend. See the full story on page 20.

Photo courtesy of Nick and Lisa Karter
SUPER MOON…Taken from the cliff in Summit on Sunday, the moon hovers
over Port Newark. From NASA: On March 19, the full moon was of rare size and
beauty when it rose in the east at sunset. It was a super “perigee moon”— the
biggest in almost 20 years. “The last full moon so big and close to earth occurred
in March of 1993,” says Geoff Chester of the U.S. Naval Observatory in Washing-
ton, D.C. Full moons vary in size because of the oval shape of the moon’s orbit. It
is an ellipse with one side (perigee) about 30,000 miles closer to Earth than the
other (apogee). Nearby perigee moons are about 14 percent bigger and 30 percent
brighter than lesser moons that occur on the apogee side of the moon’s orbit.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LUCK OF THE IRISH...Residents lucked out at Fanwood’s First Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Music Festival, held March 19 in the Fanwood Train Station
parking lot, by getting a sunny, yet cool day. Irish fare and cold beer was on tap
for the event.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ENDLESS WINTER...Residents were greeted by an early morning storm that
covered the area with a dusting of snow on March 21, the first full day of spring.

Del Sordi Says SPF District Has
No Dealings Currently With Disko

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – During the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting held last Thurs-
day evening, board of education can-
didate Michael Lewis of Fanwood
asked board members about their
views on the alleged local bid-rig-
ging scandal unveiled by the attorney
general’s office involving Ken Disko
of the Mountainside engineering firm
M. Disko Associates, the engineer of
record for the school district.

Mr. Lewis asked what the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district could
do to avoid the problems Westfield is
facing. He noted that Robert Berman,
who has been suspended as business

administrator by the Westfield Board
of Education, was charged with ac-
cepting $13,000 worth of free win-
dows installed at his home in return
for awarding a local bid to the Met-
ropolitan Metal Windows Company,
a Fanwood-based company whose
co-owner, John Sangiuliano, of
Scotch Plains, was among those
charged in the scheme.

In response, board member Betty
Anne Woerner said the auditors for
the district were outside auditors
who had professional service con-
tracts and did “report directly to the
board.” She also noted, along with
Board President Trip Whitehouse,
that it was a good idea to change
auditors on a regular basis.

“We do follow the laws for the
bidding process and we select the
lowest one. If people are acting in
collusion, it makes it much harder to
prevent,” Mr. Whitehouse stated.

After the meeting, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Business Administrator
Anthony Del Sordi told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that at this
time, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district has no current busi-
ness with Mr. Disko, his firm, or the
Metropolitan Metal Window Com-
pany.

In other business, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Social Studies Supervisor
Brad Siegel gave a presentation on
the district’s new global education
curriculum. In his presentation, it
was noted that this new education
approach was made to “give every
student, regardless of age, ability
and background, a global experi-
ence.” The new curriculum will in-
corporate world languages, global
literature and technology. It was re-
ported that the new program would
bring “global media” to the students
and allow them to communicate with
other students in other parts of the
world.

Mr. Siegel, along with his com-
mittee of students, parents, teach-
ers, board of education members and
administration personnel, have al-
ready put in place some of their
goals from their 2011-2014 Global
Action Plan. Among these are mock
summits, model United Nations, stu-
dent investigations of education sys-
tems in other countries and planning
and hosting an international film
festival.

The plan also encourages visits by
families and community members
to provide personal cultural experi-
ences.

Board member Amy Winkler, who
also sat on the Global Action Plan
Committee, commented, “It was a
very enriching experience being a
part of this group.”

Board member David Gorbunoff
said he “applauded all the staff, ad-
ministration, parents and students
on the committee.”

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes said she “was awestruck

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Severs Ties With
Disko; MS Retains Firm

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Following
charges levied against Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) Business
Administrator Robert Berman and
engineer/Architect of Record Ken
Disko related to bid rigging, the
Westfield BOE has served M. Disko
Associates with legal notice to sever
all contracts with the firm.

The Westfield district also has sev-
ered ties with Metropolitan Metal
Window Company of Fanwood,
whose co-owner, John Sangiuliano,
also faces charges in the scheme that
allegedly dates back 10 years.

Mr. Disko was charged by the At-
torney General’s office for allegedly
submitting fraudulent quotes and es-
timates to school districts including
Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, and recommending ap-
proval of the fraudulently bid con-
tracts in exchange for more than

$80,000 in kickbacks from contrac-
tors.

When contacted by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last week, a
person who answered the phone at
M. Disko and Associates said Ken
Disko “no longer works here.”

According to the State of New Jer-
sey Business Registration Certificate
on file with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood BOE, M. Disko Associates
is owned by Michael D. Disko and
the business certificate is valid, ac-
cording to the state website. The Times
was unable to find proof of an engi-
neering license for Ken Disko. Ac-
cording to the state Department of
Community Affairs online registry,
engineering and professional plan-
ner licenses are valid for the senior
Michael D. Disko and his son,
Michael D. Disko, Jr.

According to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Business Administrator An-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Unveils $484 Mil. Budget;
Property Tax Levy Up 6 Percent

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
Manager George Devanney released
his proposed executive budget total-
ing $484 million last week, an in-
crease of $4.3 million over what was
spent in 2010. A total of $293.8 mil-
lion would be raised in taxes, an
increase of $16.4 million, or 6 per-
cent, over last year.

The state instituted a 2-percent cap
last year on tax levies, although some
areas are exempt. The county included
increases in health care costs,
$5,062,130; pensions, $4,944,677,
and debt service and capital lease
increases, $2,654,529, as being out-
side the cap. The 2-percent increase,
per the cap, added $5,544,623 to the
tax levy over 2010. The county, which
has over a half-million dollars in out-
standing debt, is projected to have a
debt service payment in 2011 of $44.9
million.

“The county’s tax bill [for 2011] is
about $1,700, which represents an
increase of $108 this year,” Mr.
Devanney said in his budget cover
letter.

Although tax amounts per towns
have not yet been released, according
to figures available on the state De-
partment of Community Affairs
website, in 2010, $28.2 million in
county taxes were collected in
Westfield, $15.3 million in Scotch
Plains, $4.5 million in Fanwood, $2.6
million in Garwood, $6.9 million in
Mountainside, $15.5 million in
Cranford and $26.7 million in Sum-
mit. Other Union County towns were
as follows: Berkeley Heights, $12.8
million; Clark, $9.8 million; Eliza-
beth, $31.6 million; Hillside, $8.2
million; Kenilworth, $6.8 million;
Linden, $22.6 million; New Provi-
dence, $9.6 million; Plainfield, $12.6
million; Rahway, $13.6 million;
Roselle, $6.7 million; Roselle Park,
$4.7 million; Springfield, $11.2 mil-
lion; Union, $27.7 million, and
Winfield, $61,154.

County open space tax collections
were also collected. In 2010 local
collections totaled: Westfield, $1.2
million; Summit, $1.1 million; Scotch
Plains, $624,722; Mountainside,
$282,427; Fanwood, $183,965;
Garwood, $106,349; Cranford,
$637,881; Clark, $398,756, and Ber-
keley Heights, $522,495.

To offset taxes, the county is pro-
posing to use $18 million in surplus
funds, $6.3 million less than was uti-
lized last year. Other revenue sources
include: $3.7 million in revenues from
the county clerk’s office, a jump of

$440,000 over last year; $25 million
in state and federal grants, down $12.5
million; $5.5 million from parks and
recreation, up $200,000; $1.6 mil-
lion for rental of beds to other coun-
ties at the county’s juvenile detention
center, approximately $400,000 over
what was collected in 2010, and $3
million in realty transfer fees from
the county clerk’s office. Revenue
from Runnells Specialized Hospital
is expected at $37.6 million, similar
to the amount collected last year.

The county also lists $2 million in
revenue in 2011 as part of a 22-year
lease extension with Covanta Energy,
operator of the county incinerator in
Rahway.

“Despite the continuing debate in
Trenton, a complete ‘toolkit’ has yet
to be realized. Unfortunately, while
the state’s fiscal year proposed 2012
budget was able to keep municipal
aid stable and provides a modest in-
crease for school funding, Union
County suffered unforeseen state cuts,
which have negatively impacted
Runnells Specialized Hospital and
our corrections department,” Mr.
Devanney said in his letter.

Runnells’ projected revenue for
2011 is $37,650,000. The hospital’s
operating budget this year is
$38,376,141.

The county manager said revenues
for state prisoners at the county jail
have declined from $4 million in 2009
to $3 million this year. Last Thurs-
day, the county approved a contract
with a Florida company to conduct
an analysis of the county jail popula-
tion, encompassing the courts, pa-

MS BOE Details Bussing;
‘Pay to Play’ Budget Items

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Board
of Education (BOE) provided spe-
cific figures for proposed bussing
and activity charges at its third bud-
get presentation Tuesday evening,
with presentations from Acting Busi-
ness Administrator Daniel Saragnese
and Chief School Administrator
Jeanette Baubles.

The option for a subscription bus
service for children living less than
two miles from their school was an-
nounced. Mr. Saragnese said the esti-
mated cost of the service is $540 per
student. He provided figures for other
towns in the area for comparison.
The Union school district will be
charging $2,200 per student,
Cranford, $884; Springfield, $750;
Westfield, $426, and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, $360 per student.

Mr. Saragnese stated that the bus
subscription service was only an es-
timate and would fluctuate, as he
could not predict how many students
would participate in the program next
year. The number of participants
would affect the number of bus routes
and the “When you move from cour-
tesy bussing to subscription bussing
— it’s a fundamental of economics,
supply and demand. If
transportation’s free, demand is infi-
nite. Anyone who wants a ride will
take a ride for free; when there’s price
attached to it, people have to make
some different decisions,” Mr.
Saragnese said.

Mr. Saragnese also provided spe-
cific figures for the cost of the so-
called “pay to play” option for co-
curricular activities, namely clubs and
sports.

In the performing arts category,
including band, jazz band, chorus,
swing players and the school play,
the proposed fee imposed would be
$85 per student per activity.

In the clubs category, including Art
Enrichment, and the Chess, Ecology,
and Technology Clubs, the proposed
fee imposed would be $40 per stu-
dent per activity.

Students who participate in the
school yearbook next year are facing
a fee of $200 per student.

For those students participating in
sports, including baseball, basketball,
soccer and softball, the proposed fee
would be $425 per student per sport.

Several members of the public
voiced their concerns regarding the
cost of participating in these activi-
ties. An example proposed consist-
ing of three students in one family
requiring bussing, playing several
sports, and participating in several
clubs would cost the family thou-
sands of dollars.

Mrs. Baubles said, “When you look
at enrollment projections for next
year, perhaps if we were to rework
this, which I’m not suggesting we do
at this late date, if you put all that
back in (the funds for co-curricular
activities) we’d have class sizes of
28, 29, 30, 31, 32 — it gets very

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EAT, DRINK AND BE MERRY…On March 14, gentlemen gathered at the Kenilworth VFW for a sampling of fine wines, French gourmet cuisine and merriment at the Cranford Chapter of Les Marmitons’ monthly soirée, where a “bon moment”
was had by all. See story on page 20.

Photo courtesy of Bob Cozzolina
WORLD TRAVELER...Robert Cozzolina caught up with the local news while
reading The Westfield Leader in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

at all the progress the committee has
made.” She also thanked Mr. Siegel
for his time and said, “Thanks to
your leadership, Brad, this curricu-
lum will reach the classroom because
our teachers are really involved.”

At the end of the meeting, Mr.
Whitehouse noted that on Saturday,
April 16, the “United for a Cause”
5K run will take place in conjunc-
tion with the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA for the Diane McGovern
Fund. He said money would be given
to the McGovern family to assist
with their medical costs, as Ms.
McGovern, a teacher at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School since
1993, has had an ongoing battle with
inflammatory breast cancer.

School officials also noted that

role and probation divisions, in an
effort to reduce the population by 10
percent to save money. The proposed
corrections budget is $44.3 million,
$2.5 million over last year. The bud-
get includes $6.1 million in overtime
for corrections officers, the same num-
ber as last year.

Mr. Devanney said state-funding
cuts at Runnells has “created a $7.5-
million revenue gap.” In addition, he
said, the “national decline in the real
estate market” caused the county’s
revenues to drop from $12 million in
2005 to the current $6 million; while
the county ratable base dropped from
$78 to $71 billion.

In addition, he said mandated
costs, such as salaries, pensions and
health insurance, have increased $18
million.

According to a breakdown of de-
partment operating budgets, the
county will spend $3.1 million in
golf operations, $16.9 million in the
sheriff’s office, $7.7 million for the

difficult and when you spread it
around, you spread it around in a way
where you’re no longer meeting ex-
penditures.”

The BOE will present its final bud-
get to the Union County executive
superintendent of schools, Joseph
Passiment, for approval. The public
vote on the budget will be held on
Wednesday, April 27, at which time
residents will also cast their vote for
their choice of five BOE candidates
vying for two open seats.

Polls will be open from 2 until 9
p.m. at Deerfield School, the Com-
munity Presbyterian Church and Bor-
ough Hall.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Wednesday, April 6, at 6:30
p.m. at Beechwood School. The pub-
lic will have the opportunity to meet
the BOE candidates at this meeting.

For more information on the pro-
posed budget, including a video, go
to mountainsideschools.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS BOE

Westfield Expected to Debut
$39.5 Mil Budget Next Week

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
meeting, the Finance Policy Com-
mittee unveiled the proposed
$39,513,027 2011 municipal budget.
The budget will be formally intro-
duced at next week’s public meeting
and will likely see final adoption at
the Tuesday, April 26 meeting. If
passed in its current form, the budget
will mean an increase of $128 on the
average assessed home valued at
$184,000.

With Finance Committee Chair-
man Mark Ciarrocca away, the bud-
get was introduced by Councilman
Sam Della Fera, who said it was
“another challenging year” as the
committee had to meet the state’s 2-
percent cap requirement. He ex-
plained to the council that revenues
are down due to property-tax appeals
and that the total ratables in the town
are, “now less than they were in 2009.”

The town’s operating budget is
down $240,298 over last year and
salaries have decreased by $284,377.
The town has eliminated, largely
through retirements, 10 full-time po-
sitions and one part-time position;
additionally, one full-time position is
being converted to two part-time po-
sitions.

All of the town department bud-
gets are less than 2010, with the ex-
ception of the fire department, which
is seeing a nearly $4,000 increase for
uniform costs, and the town’s legal
department, which is seeing a $10,300
increase due to property-tax appeals
and labor matters.

Despite all of the savings on oper-
ating costs and salaries, the town’s
revenue is down $859,880 from 2010,
which is causing the total budget in-
crease.

The towns were restricted this year
to a 2-percent cap on tax levies. How-
ever, officials said several “statutory”
items fall outside the cap and have
increased 5.25 percent over last year.
The increases include: the town’s debt
service payment, which is up $67,235;
public employee pension payment,
up $209,139; firefighter pension pay-
ment, up $334,778; health insurance
is up $273,000 and the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority payment has
increased $130,151. Funding for the

library, which is set on a calculated
state statute, is down $90,277, and
the town’s joint insurance fund cost
is down $22,915 over last year.

Last year, the town saw a dramatic
decrease in state aid and offset the
budget by use of saved money from
the sale of town property account.
The town also negotiated 0 percent
increases on both the firefighters’ and
public works employees’ contracts,
which increase 2.5 percent and 2 per-
cent this year, respectively. All non-
union employees currently are in a
salary freeze, and the town also insti-
tuted a hiring freeze last June. Town
Administrator James Gildea said that,
“things we did last year made a big
difference this year.” He added that
the budget process “never really
ends.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that
the “employees have really stepped
up and helped us.”

The proposed budget is available
at westfieldnj.gov and the town is
asking for residents to e-mail
budget@westfieldnj.gov with any
questions or suggestions.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, West Dudley
Avenue resident Ross Katz com-
plained to the council regarding gar-
bage along the fence line at the de-
partment of public works building on
North Avenue. He also said that the
paver stones along the side of the
World War I monument are falling
apart and have become a “public
safety” issue for pedestrians.

Francis Terrace resident Peter
Laskaris said that he is gathering
information regarding the pedestrian
activated light on Central Avenue near
Clover Street, and that 13 of the 14
people he has spoken to have “is-
sues” with the light. He said that,
“right now, it’s not perfect.”

Mayor Skibitsky said that the light
is for the “greater good of the com-
munity.” He said that according to the
report produced by the county’s en-
gineering firm, The Louis Berger
Group, it is safer for children to cross
away from the intersection so that
there are less points of conflict.

When asked by Mr. Laskaris why a
regular traffic light was not installed
at the intersection of Clover and Cen-
tral, Mr. Gildea responded that a war-
rant analysis was conducted in 2002
that indicated a light was not needed.
The light that currently is installed is
only activated by a pedestrian and is
located mid-block.

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
raised questions regarding whether a
different type of warrant analysis
would have led to a traffic light at the
corner. When Councilman Haas said
that he was not sure that the current
location is the “safest,” Mayor
Skibitsky said that while he believed
Councilman Haas has read the re-
ports, “you don’t like what it says.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Del Sordi - SPF BOE
county police department and $20.5
million in the county prosecutor’s
office. The county also projects to
spend $14.4 million to manage its
facilities.

During the first of four budget hear-
ings with department heads conducted
by the freeholders’ fiscal affairs com-
mittee, County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
said elimination of a separate Presi-
dential Primary Election, currently
scheduled for February, in addition to
the regular June Primary would save
the county $360,000.

Her election division budget is pro-
posed at $1.1 million in addition to
the $2 million clerk’s office budget.
The state added the additional elec-
tion date in 2008 in an effort to give
New Jersey more of a say in the
selection of the major political par-
ties’ nominees for president.

Legislation is currently under con-
sideration to move the election to the
June Primary date to avoid additional
costs of a separate election.

thony Del Sordi, the BOE does not
currently have any contracts with M.
Disko Associates and has no current
plans to hire a forensic accountant to
examine any previous contracts. He
also told The Times that, “I would think
that they [SP-F BOE] would wait until
the outcome of the trial to determine
what, if any, future work will be given
to M. Disko Associates.”

The firm was retained by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood BOE on three occa-
sions since 2006 for athletic field work.
According to Mr. Del Sordi, the first
project was for field renovations, with
a fee of approximately $18,000; the
second project was the installation of
two turf fields and renovation to the
running track, with a fee of $166,855,
and the final project was for additional
drainage work on the baseball field,
with no charge for the design or over-
sight of the project.

The Westfield Board of Education
was unable to provide information re-
garding how much has been paid to M.
Disko Associates over the past 10 years
without an OPRA (Open Public
Records Act) request. One has been
filed by The Times.

M. Disko Associates is currently

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Ends Disko Ties

four candidates have filed for two
open Scotch Plains seats on the
school board. They are Douglas
Layne, Melanie Root, Victor
DeVizio and incumbent Warren
McFall. Margaret Savoca, Michael
Lewis and Jeanne Cleary have filed
nominating petitions for Fanwood’s
one available seat. Incumbents
Donald Parisi from Scotch Plains
and Robert O’Connor of Fanwood
are not seeking re-election.

The school election, including a
vote on the 2011-2012 school tax
levy, will take place Wednesday,
April 27, from 2 to 9 p.m. A public
hearing on the school budget will
take place tonight, March 24, at 8
p.m. in the board meeting room at
the Evergreen School.

employed by Union County for engi-
neering services pertaining to the
Westbrook flood control project, a
project totaling over $400,000 in county
funds dating back to 2001. The firm of
M. Disko Associates, and before that
the firm Disko-Lehr Associates, have
been used by many towns, including
Westfield, Cranford and Mountainside,
over the past 40 years for engineering
services, drainage and flood issues.
Michael D. Disko, Jr. is currently the
borough engineer for Mountainside.

The Borough Council of
Mountainside discussed the issue last
week in executive session to decide if
any action was necessary.

“Mike Disko, Sr. and Disko Associ-
ates provided distinguished service as
Mountainside’s Borough engineer for
many years. When Mike, Sr. retired,
we were pleased to appoint Mike, Jr.,
who has continued his father’s distin-
guished service. We have been assured
that neither Mike, Sr. nor Mike, Jr. were
involved in the actions that resulted in
Ken Disko’s indictment, and so
Mountainside’s relationship with Mike,
Sr. and Mike, Jr. will not be affected by
that indictment,” Mountainside Mayor
Al Mirabelli said.

Garwood Tackles Athletic Field and
Budget Continues to be Key Topic

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Pleas for the new ath-
letic field project’s completion continued
at Tuesday night’s Garwood Borough
Council meeting, with reoccurring faces
representing their cause.

Garwood resident Richard King opened
the athletic field discussion with a state-
ment he composed to Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi and members of the council.

“In the early 70’s, I got into the
Garwood baseball program. I remember
back then the Yankees offering to pur-
chase new lights for our town baseball
field, and our mayor at the time declined,”
Mr. King said.

He furthered by saying that Garwood
was sitting on a grant for $1.7 million to
invest in the revamp of the athletic fields.

“This money is ours, given to us spe-
cifically for this very project, and my
question to you, mayor, is when are we
going to invest in the children in this
town?” he asked.

Mr. King explained that he had family
in the baseball program and was pulling
for them and all the other children who
would benefit from this project, includ-
ing perhaps family members of the gov-
erning body.

The mayor informed the public that a
meeting with the council and the archi-
tect was set for Monday, April 11.

“By this time next month, I hope to
have some final answers to be able to
move forward on this, but I need a tight
packaged plan first,” said Mayor
Quattrocchi.

The mayor wants all the components

of the project broken down into price
categories to see what each piece will
cost. She hopes to have these costs bro-
ken down coming out of the April 11
meeting.

Garwood resident Jeff Sylvester asked
the Mayor if the numbers would be avail-
able for the public to see after the meet-
ing. Mr. Sylvester hoped they would be
posted for the public to see how the
money will be broken down into what
materials and aspects of the project.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
asked if the public would be welcome to
sit in on the April 11 meeting.

Mayor Quattrocchi explained that the
meeting would be limited to the architect,
the council and herself, but that she hopes
the numbers can eventually be brought to
the public in some form. She also said
that a meeting open to the public would
eventually happen if plans continue to
move forward.

Baseball President and Garwood resi-
dent Scott Kessler told the mayor that he
planned to address the children and their
families on baseball opening day on Sat-
urday, April 9.

“I plan to say that I hope this will be the
last time I will be standing on this field on
opening day and that plans were moving
forward on the athletic field revamp,”
Mr. Kessler said.

Councilman James Mathieu reported
that the budget was decreased to below
$7 million and that officials were able to
keep the tax increase on the low end at 2.9
percent. “I challenged my colleagues to
find a decrease of $45,000,” Councilman
Mathieu said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County Unveils Budget
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Judge: Christie Cuts Didn’t Allow
Schools to Offer ‘Efficient’ Edu.

State Superior Court Judge Peter
Doyne ruled Tuesday that Gov. Chris
Christie's deep cuts to state school
aid last year left New Jersey's schools
unable to provide a "thorough and
efficient" education to 1.4 million
school children, nj.com has reported.

The Governor cut state aid by $820
million in 2010. Judge Doyne found
that the state would have needed $1.6
billion to fully fund the School Fund-
ing Reform Act formula.

The state Attorney General's Of-
fice argued that the aid cuts were
necessary because of New Jersey's
dire financial situation.

Scutari and Lesniak Would Be
In Same Dist. Under GOP Plan
Senator Nick Scutari (D-22, Lin-

den) and Senator Ray Lesniak (D-20,
Elizabeth) would wind up in the same
legislative district under a legislative
districts map proposed by Republi-
cans, nj.com has reported.

Meanwhile, Democrats, who have
majority in the Senate and Assembly
for the past 10 years, want to move
Assemblyman Joseph Malone (R-30,
Burlington) from his Ocean County
Republican-dominated district to a
Burlington County-based district that
has more Democrats.

The 10 members of state’s reappor-
tionment commission, split evenly
among Democrats and Republicans,
are waiting a decision by the 11th –tie-
breaking vote, Alan Rosenthal, a  pub-
lic policy professor at Rutgers Univer-
sity. The decision is due by April 3.

CWA Says Union Willing to
Pay 14 percent of Premiums

The Communications Workers of
America (CWA), which represents
about 40,000 New Jersey state work-
ers, has offered a plan union leaders
say would increase employees’ share
of health insurance premiums to 14
percent and save taxpayers more than
$200 million by 2013. The plan calls
for increased monthly contributions
and higher co-pays for doctor’s visits
and prescription drugs.

In response, Assembly Majority
Leader Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union)
responded: “This is a strong proposal
that serves as a good basis to jump-
start collective bargaining with the
administration. The administration

should give it a serious review and
then return to the table with a willing-
ness to use it as the basis to begin
earnest negotiations. The workers have
made a proposal as part of a good faith
negotiating effort, and the administra-
tion should now do the same.”

A spokesman for Governor Christie
said the governor planned to stick to
his plan to have state employees to
pay 30 percent of their health care
premiums through the legislative pro-
cess, nj.com reported. Union mem-
bers currently pay 1.5 percent of their
salary for health care coverage.

Union Workers Protest
Outside Ruiz Office

Members of the Communication
Workers of America (CWA) and other
unions including the New Jersey Edu-
cation Association (NJEA) and AFL-
CIO last week rallied outside the New-
ark office of Senator Teresa Ruiz’s (D-
29, Newark) and other legislators’ of-
fices in support of the collective bar-
gaining rights of unionized workers.

NJWSC Commissioners
Resign After Christie Demand
North Jersey District Water Sup-

ply  (NJDWSC) Commissioners
Albert Manzo and Michael Cricco
both resigned Monday after being
notified in writing by Governor Chris
Christie that he was removing them
from the commission. The Governor
said Mr. Cricco was being removed
for attending daytime NJDWSC with-
out permission of his employer, the
New Jersey Schools Development
Authority (NJSDA). Mr. Manzo was
being removed for not including a
second residence in Franklin Lakes
in his nomination documents to the
state Senate in March 2009, the Gov-
ernor said.

Lawmakers Seek to Ban
‘Bath Salts’ Following Murder
Asw. Linda Stender (D-22,

Fanwood) is among lawmakers that
plan to introduce legislation aimed at
banning the sale of “bath salts,” legal
powders that give users a high not
unlike that of meth. The bill  comes
after the murder in Cranford of a
Rutgers  senior by her boyfriend who
was said to have been using bath salts.

The legislation would criminalize
both possession and sale of any prod-
ucts containing substances that in-
clude mephedrone or MDPV.
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Democrats Name Wright to
Run With Estrada, Hudak

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Democratic Committee has
announced that it has selected Vernell
Wright of Union, a former teacher, to
fill the third spot on the committee’s
slate for the county’s Board of Chosen
Freeholders. She will join incumbents
Angel Estrada of Elizabeth and Chris
Hudak of Linden. Ms. Wright replaces
Freeholder Nancy Ward, who an-
nounced she would not seek reelection.

“We believe our Democratic team
has the right priorities for Union County
in supporting important programs such
as education, jobs training, and shared
services,” said Mr. Estrada, who has
served on the board since 2000. “Union
County Democrats have also champi-
oned transparent and accountable gov-
ernment to the people and have main-
tained fiscal stability despite the na-
tional recession.”

Mr. Hudak, who was elected by the
Democratic Committee in December
to fill the seat left vacant upon the
resignation of Rick Proctor upon his
election mayor of Rahway, added he
would like to continue the progress
he said the board is making in helping
revitalize Union County’s economy.

“Our priority is to find ways to
stretch tax dollars without adding to
economic distress,” Mr. Hudak said.
“At the same time, we must also focus
on important things like assisting our
residents with jobs training at our One-
Stop centers, and working to create
new jobs as we’re doing with the
Wakefern project in Elizabeth and our
economic development projects.”

Mr. Hudak is a former manager of
the Rahway Motor Vehicles office
and was the legislative aid to the late
Senator Joe Suliga.

The Democratic freeholder candi-
dates said they will campaign on the
“$276-million property tax relief
plan” they said would result from the
22-year extension being negotiated
with Covanta Energy by the Union
County Utilities Authority for the
lease of the county’s incinerator in
Rahway. The new contract would run
through 2045.

The candidates also listed a wage
freeze of county employees “for more
than two years,” adding that “at least
eight public employee unions have
had their wages frozen and are con-
tributing more to their benefits pro-
gram.” They also spoke of shared
services, saying, “Millions (of dol-
lars) have been saved (for munici-

palities) through (county) programs
such as road repair, 911 dispatch ser-
vices, Hazmat services, immuniza-
tion programs, K-9 police dog pro-
grams and dozens of other special-
ized services.”

Commenting on the board’s listed
accomplishments, Jim Devine of
Democrats for Change said, “They
(Democratic Committee candidates)
are fast and lose with the truth.” He
said the county should be paying off
the remaining debt on the incinerator
rather than extending the lease.

Mr. Devine also said the proposed
6 percent increase in county taxes is
three times the state-imposed cap on
tax levies and  three times the rate of
inflation. He also said the county has
not accounted for a quarter of a mil-
lion dollars in receipts from last year’s
Musicfest. “It’s (county Democrats
listed accomplishments) a giant lie,”
Mr. Devine said.

He called the selection of Ms.
Wright “an act of desperation” by
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20,
Union) “to attract some more support
out of Union” in the election.

According to the Democratic Com-
mittee, Ms. Wright served as a princi-
pal in the Union Township Schools
system. If elected, she said she would
continue to support county educational
services such as Union County Col-
lege and the county’s Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools system, and programs
such as freeholder scholarships.

“A strong investment in education
helps residents improve their quality
of life,” said Ms. Wright, who cur-
rently serves as an adjunct supervisor
at Kean University.

Charlotte DeFilippo, chairwoman
of the Union County Democratic
Committee, said, “We have an infu-
sion of new faces, and fresh ideas
balanced by veteran leadership that
is reinvigorating county government,
and leading us into a new era.”

Major political party candidates
have until 4 p.m. on Monday, April
11 to file nominating petitions for the
Tuesday, June 7 Primary Election.
The filing deadline is expected to be
extended by the state as the new state
legislative districts map is not ex-
pected to be approved until April 3.

Mr. Devine said Democrats for change
plan again to run a full slate of county
candidates in the Primary. Republicans
are expected to hold a convention in
early April to name their slate.

County: Reimbursement On
Medicaid Impacts Runnells

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The Union
County Freeholders held a hearing,
Tuesday, to discuss three departments
that make up the $485-million pro-
posed budget. Meeting at Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital’s multipurpose room,
the freeholders heard reports of how
the state government has allegedly vio-
lated provisions outlined in the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA) by under-reimbursing the
county for services provided to
Runnells. This has led to the freehold-
ers challenging the state’s method for
determining Medicaid payment rates.

Last week, Union County Manager
George Devanney unveiled the 2011
executive budget of $485 million of
which $293 million would be raised in
taxes, an increase of $16 million. In his
preamble, Tuesday, Mr. Devanney told
directors and freeholders that Runnells,
“last year, had a hole of $4.5 million,
and that $4.5 million had to be made up.
Not only did that have to be made up,
but we also...could not anticipate that
$4.5 million in this year’s budget. So,
right off the bat, we were in a $9-
million hole. That was significant.”

Consultant Alfred Pino, who is work-
ing to try to recoup some of the lost
money, said Runnells serves a 90-per-
cent Medicaid-eligible population. For
many years, the state’s Medicaid-reim-
bursement system has “under-reim-
bursed” nursing homes, he said. Re-
cently, the payment burden has “shifted”
from the state to the counties. Since
January 2004, Mr. Pino believes the
hospital has been under-reimbursed by
$26 million. Further, he said the state
“has violated certain provisions of
ARRA to the tune of $4.4 million.”
Thus far, the state has “ignored” the
county’s appeals, he reported.

In addition, the county facility also
provides mental-health services, and it is
claiming to be under-funded by $2.1
million, bringing the total of ARRA un-
derpayments to about $6.5 million.

“They’ve done this to the point that
currently, with Runnells, the state is mak-
ing a profit on this facility,” Mr. Pino said.
“They’re making a claim to the federal
government, and they’re recovering the
federal share, about 62 percent.”

Freeholder Angel Estrada, noting the
$26-million shortage since 2004, asked if
it is “time to get together with other col-
leagues (counties) and take legal action, or
should we write these off as a loss?”

Mr. Pino said it is “difficult to get a
lot of counties on board.” He said he

has tried to “get their attention.” What
happens, he said, is that a few rally, “but
the rest do nothing...it’s very frustrat-
ing for us. Union County has fought
these battles for years.”

Runnells’ total appropriations are
scheduled to rise from $37,799,338 to
$38,376,141. Later in the evening,
Runnells Chief Financial Officer
Michael Drummond said in 2010,
Runnells anticipated $41,150,000 but
only realized $36,024,264. Now, in
2011, they have dropped their antici-
pated revenue to $37 million.

The evening also featured a summary
of a portion of the Public Safety Depart-
ment, which makes up about 20 percent
of the overall budget. The overall appro-
priation for the department is $92 mil-
lion, the largest percentages going to-
wards the Department of Corrections,
$44 million for the county jail opera-
tion; County Prosecutor’s Office, $20.5
million, and the Sherriff’s Office, $16.9
million. Tuesday’s hearing focused
strictly on the Public Safety Division,
which features the county police, health
office, consumer affairs and emergency
management, among others.

The county police ($7.7-million bud-
get), is the county’s “most visible” pres-
ence, noted Chief Dan Vaniska. He said
the division operates the bomb-squad-
response vehicle, which is “probably
the most important” part of the office.
It was mobilized 43 times last year.

He also spoke highly of the work of the
Forensic Ballistic Unit, which goes out to
violent crime scenes and processes ballistic
evidence. This unit has the ability to match
shell casings to a weapon in a matter of four
to eight hours.The Chief also touted the
work of the shared dispatch program,
with which Fanwood got on board last
year. He called the program a “huge
success,” as the county takes a
municipality’s 911 calls and dispatches
all police, fire and EMS. Chief Vaniska
said the county wants to expand the
program, and a minimum of seven towns
have expressed interest. He said it was
a “vast, successful step to saving mu-
nicipalities money.”

Florence Peterson, director of the
Office of Consumer Affairs ($791,000
budget), said the office’s caseload in-
creased 27 percent in 2010, responding
to 502 complaints.

She said the public would soon have
the ability to file complaints against
retailers on the Internet, as a means of
improving efficiency. In addition, the
office will be implementing a settle-
ment program for offenders as an op-
tion instead of going to court.
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Muñoz, Allen Push for Vote
On ‘Jessica Lunford Act’

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Nancy Muñoz (R-21, Summit) and
Senator Diane Allen (R-7, Burlington)
were joined by Mark Lunsford in a
State House press conference March
21 advocating for legislation known
as the “Jessica Lunsford Act,” which
increases prison sentences for sex
offenders and persons who harbor
them. Mr. Lunsford is the father of 9-
year old Jessica, a Florida girl who
was kidnapped, sexually assaulted
and murdered by a registered sex
offender in 2005.

In May 2005, Asw. Muñoz’ late
husband, Assemblyman Eric Muñoz,
and Senator Allen introduced the
original version of the “Jessica
Lunsford Act” that included 45 bi-
partisan sponsors. The last action seen
by the current bill was its unanimous
approval in the Assembly Judiciary
Committee on May 13, 2010, at which
time it was referred to the Appropria-
tions Committee where the lawmak-
ers said it has languished.

“With 56 Assembly members spon-
soring this bill, it should be progress-
ing through the approval process,”
Asw. Muñoz said. “I appreciate Mr.

Lunsford traveling to New Jersey for
the second time to advocate for en-
actment of this legislation. One of
society’s primary responsibilities is
to protect its children. I intend to
vigorously pursue this legislation
until it becomes law.”

“New Jersey is one of the few re-
maining states in the nation not to
enact Jessica’s Law,” Asw. Allen said.
“Those who sexually abuse children
are the most depraved sort of mon-
sters and should be removed from
society for as long as possible…We
need to get this done for our children
and for the safety of the public at
large in New Jersey.”

The “Jessica Lunsford Act” (A-
1767/S-533) would impose a manda-
tory imprisonment of 25 years to life
for first-degree sex crimes against
children and a three-year sentence on
anyone caught harboring or conceal-
ing a person not complying with the
registration provisions of Megan’s
Law.

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Sen. Allen are the
primary sponsors of the Senate ver-
sion of the bill.

State Selects Treatment Ctrs.
For Medical Marijuana

TRENTON — The state Depart-
ment of Health and Senior Services
(DHSS) has announced the selection
of six nonprofit entities to operate
Alternative Treatment Centers
(ATCs) for the state’s Medicinal
Marijuana program.

The successful applicants are:
Central Region, Breakwater Alter-
native Treatment Center, Corp. ATC,
with the center to be located in
Manalapan, Monmouth County and
Compassionate Care Centers of
America Foundation Inc. (CCCAF),
to be located in New Brunswick,
Middlesex County.

The Southern Region will include:
Compassionate Care Foundation Inc.,
to be located in Bellmawr, Camden
County and Compassionate Sciences,

Inc., to be located in either Burlington
or Camden County; Northern Re-
gion, Foundation Harmony, to be lo-
cated in Secaucus, Hudson County
and Greenleaf Compassion Center,
to be located in Montclair, Essex
County.

The regional breakdown is as fol-
lows: Northern Region, Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sus-
sex and Warren Counties; Central
Region, Hunterdon, Middlesex, Mer-
cer, Monmouth, Ocean, Somerset and
Union Counties; Southern Region,
Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape
May, Cumberland, Gloucester and
Salem Counties.

The six winning applicants were
selected from among 35 applications
submitted by 21 applicants. Several
applicants applied to operate multiple
ATCs in multiple regions. The appli-
cations were scored by a five-member
selection committee comprised of
three employees from DHSS, and one
each from the departments of Agricul-
ture and Community Affairs.

“This is pioneering territory for the
State of New Jersey. We are now one
step closer to providing patients with
debilitating conditions relief from
chronic pain,” said Dr. Poonam
Alaigh, health and senior services
commissioner. “The Department an-
ticipates that these ATCs will be op-
erating this summer.”

Among the components used in
the selection process were a plan to
provide counseling and educational
materials on methods of using me-
dicinal marijuana and promote re-
search studies on health effects and a
quality control program to ensure the
quality of the medicinal marijuana,
including purity, potency and consis-
tency of dose and a plan to dispose of
unusable marijuana.

For complete information on New
Jersey’s medicinal marijuana pro-
gram, visit the DHSS Medicinal
Marijuana website.

Trinitas Receives
$1.1-Mil. Grant

ELIZABETH — Trinitas Regional
Medical Center in Elizabeth was among
10 health care facilities awarded $30
million by the state to stabilize access
to critical health care services.

 In addition to the $30 million in
Health Care Stabilization Fund grants,
Governor Chris  Christie proposed in
the Fiscal Year 2012 State Budget a
$30-million increase to $90 million in
Graduate Medical Education (GME)
and a $10-million increase to $675
million in charity care payments.

Trinitas was awarded $1.2 million.
Also receiving grants were: East Or-
ange General, $3 million; Hoboken
Municipal Hospital Authority, $4.1
million; Jersey City Medical Center,
$3 million; Kimball Medical Center
(Lakewood), $1.2 million: Our Lady of
Lourdes Health Foundation (Camden)
$1.2 million; Raritan Bay Medical
Center (Perth Amboy), $4 million; Saint
Mary’s Hospital of Passaic, $3.3 mil-
lion; St. Claire’s Hospital (Denville),
$1.8 million, and Christ Hospital (Jer-
sey City), $7 million.

Ex-Plf. Finance Director
Named to County Post

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Bibi Taylor of East
Orange, a former municipal finance
director in Plainfield and Dover, has
been named Union County’s new finance
department director.

According to a county press release,
Ms. Taylor was to commence working
as assistant to retiring director Lawrence
Caroselli as of March 21, but will not
assume the position of director position
until at least May 1 when Mr. Caroselli
retires. County Manager George
Devanney said Ms. Taylor was being
brought on to ensure a smooth transition
as the county prepares the 2011 fiscal
budget. The proposed budget is $484
million. The county also has long-term
debt in excess of $500 million.

Since January 2010, Ms. Taylor ran the
day-to-day operations as city
administrator where she oversaw a staff
of over 500 municipal employees and a
budget of $72 million. Prior to that, Ms.
Taylor’s was director of administration
and finance for Plainfield.

“Bibi Taylor brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience in financial
management,” Mr. Devanney said. “She
is highly regarded among her peers. I
am confident Bibi Taylor will help
Union County move ahead into a new
era as a capable successor to Director
Caroselli, who admirably served the
county for the past 35 years.”

According to media reports, Ms.
Taylor was initially terminated in
December by Plainfield Mayor Sharon
Robinson-Briggs, but the city council
over ruled the mayor in a 7-0 vote,
noting the mayor had made the
termination effective Christmas Day
and in the last stages of Ms. Taylor’s
pregnancy.  She was hired by Plainfield
in July 2009, according to nj.com.

The Daily Record reported in 2009
that Ms. Taylor, than under the name
Bibi Stewart Garvin, was given a
$250,000 buyout package from Dover
in June 2008 to resign as town
administrator. The agreement included
her full 2008 salary of $139,259, although
she resigned June 11 of that year, and
$129,719 for her salary in 2009, although

she was no longer employed by Dover.
She also received COBRA coverage of
$15,000 and pay for accumulated sick
days not used of $25,500.

Dover had initially extended her
contract through the end of 2012 in a bid
to keep her from taking a similar position
in Morristown, The Daily Record
reported. Ms. Taylor’s employment with
Dover began in Dover January 1, 2006.
According to her resume, she also served
three years as township administrator in
River Vale. She also serving as interim
police director during her final 20 months
of employment with the town.

Ms. Taylor also served on the East
Orange Board of Education for six years,
including in the role of board president,
through May 2009. Prior to that she was
East Orange acting assistant to city’s
administrator and grants analyst.

Ms. Taylor received a master’s degree
in 2001 in public administration in public
sector finance from Rutgers University
and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political
Science in 1998 from the University of
West Florida, Pensacola, Fla.

Commenting on her hiring by the
county, Ms. Taylor said she was
“humbled” by the appointment, and
looked forward to embracing the
challenges ahead.

“I am thankful for this opportunity
and grateful to the county manager,
Director Caroselli and the freeholders
for their support,” Ms. Taylor said. “My
career has followed a natural
progression that has prepared me to
meet the inevitable budgetary
challenges ahead.”

Freeholder Vice-Chairman Al
Mirabella, serving as chairman of the
finance committee, praised Ms. Taylor’s
appointment. “I commend our county
manager for conducting an extensive
search for Director Caroselli’s
replacement and for bringing Ms. Taylor
on board during this year’s budgetary
process. Her appointment ensures a
transition that will help continue the
smooth flow of operation and stability
of our county’s finances.”

Mr. Devanney said Ms. Taylor’s will
salary will be $120,000. Mr. Caroselli
is paid $132,000.
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SP Volunteer Fire Dept. Seeks
Donations to Continue Mission

Union County 2011 Budget Yields
Includes Suspicious Revenue Items

Lines, Poor Customer Service Are
Demonstrated at Springfield DMV

Malool Praises
St. Bart’ s 5K Event

I would like to clarify a misunder-
standing in last week’s paper (The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times). The caption for
the photo of the St. Bart’s 5K on the front
page stated that the event was part of the
Scotch Plains Wellness Challenge. It was
a great event and I would love to take
credit for it, but the fact is that neither I
nor the Challenge Committee had any
involvement except to participate with
the more than 400 other participants.

The event was a fundraiser for St. Bart’
s Academy and was a huge success.
Clearly a tremendous amount of hard
work was performed by the organizers
and I congratulate them on a job well
done.

Nancy Malool
Mayor, Scotch Plains

St. Pat’s Day Cartoon
Tasteless, Uncalled For

The “Chug-O-Meter” cartoon in the
March 17 edition of The Westfield Leader
was totally uncalled for, tasteless, and a
demeaning attempt at ethnic profiling.
All nationalities are capable of “doing
their share” when it comes to drinking.
The Irish became vulnerable to this slur
because many of the Irish immigrants
who came to this country in the mid-to-
late nineteenth century opened many bar
and restaurant businesses in the large
cities as gathering places. I don’t believe
these same immigrants and their sons
were drunk when they built the great
cathedrals, churches, office buildings and
railroads in this country.

It’s high time that people “grow up”
and stop poking fun, not only at the Irish,
but other nationalities as well. Better the
Leader had drawn a shamrock and wished
everyone a “Happy St. Patrick’s Day!”

Robert Sheehan
Port Royal Island, S.C.

Shackamaxon Was Proven Wrong
In Holding Up Return of Deposit

Union County Freeholders: There Is
No Excuse for Raising Taxes

After numerous unsuccessful attempts
to recover a $2,500 “refundable security
deposit” from Shackamaxon Country
Club, my only viable option to guarantee
a full recovery of my deposit was to file a
suit in smalls claim court. Regretfully,
my efforts to handle this matter in an
honorable manner were rebuffed by the
club’s president over a period of several
months. Without ever corresponding with
me directly, he sent the following mes-
sage via an e-mail from the club’s general
manager stating, in part, “The Club has
been advised by its counsel not to return
any security deposits at this time.” I found,
regretfully, that my definition of “refund-
able” differed from that of the club’s
president and his “counsel.”

On Tuesday, March 15, after an initial
mediation hearing at the Union County
Courthouse in which the club’s represen-

tative rejected a mediator’s suggestion to
settle this case without a formal hearing,
a judge ruled that the club was, in fact,
legally obligated to return the $2,500
deposit and entered a judgment against
the club. The club’s defense centered on
“if we do it for you (return the deposit),
we will have to do it for everyone,” and
what the club’s representative termed,
“fraudulent conveyance.” Thankfully,
neither defense held up in court and the
judge ruled in my favor. Now, when I
finally receive the $2,500 from
Shackamaxon, I will use the money to
pay my lawyer (he has bills to pay and
mouths to feed!) and donate the remain-
der to the Westfield Food Pantry so some-
thing positive can come out of this unfor-
tunate case.

Tom Purdy
Westfield

Union County held their first 2011
budget hearing at 5 p.m. on March 17. A
little after 3 p.m. on March 17, the execu-
tive budget was first posted on the county’s
website, though excluding the financial
numbers which only became available to
the public later. Now that I see the budget
numbers, I can also see why the county
administration preferred to keep them a
secret.

Among the suspicious items:
The office of the county clerk is pre-

dicted to bring in $3,700,000; though the
realized income in 2010 was only
$3,260,054 and land transactions are not
likely to explode anytime soon.

Something labeled “Trust Fund Bal-
ance” is expected to raise $750,000 for
the first time this year.

Another new source of revenue is
$2,000,000 expected to come from the
Union County Utilities Authority for some
reason.

Park maintenance costs are expected
to drop from $3,209,731 to $997,018.

Debt service is expected to drop from
$47,751,045 to $44,920,000 even as in-
terest rates are rising and the county has
been on a bonding spree.

Another $50,000 is budgeted for “con-

tingent.”
I empathize with reporters who try to

get answers to these questions. You can
file an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request to get hard copies of documents,
but you cannot get questions answered
through that law. You can go to free-
holder meetings and ask questions, but
there is no guarantee of an answer. In fact,
three years ago when I started attending
these meetings regularly the very idea of
having a question addressed was ridicu-
lous as your five-minute comment time
was strictly for venting, primarily by the
two citizens who usually constituted the
“public” at these gatherings.

Are we left to trust that some state
bureaucrat at the Division of Local Gov-
ernment Services with oversight respon-
sibility for 21 counties, 566 municipali-
ties (borough, city, town, township or
village), 616 school districts and 486
local authorities and special districts will
question why Union County is expensing
$50,000 for “contingent?” How has that
system worked out for property taxpay-
ers?

John Bury
Kenilworth

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Deborah Scanlon, chairwoman of the
Union County Freeholders and copied to
this newspaper.

*****
I read in the Star-Ledger that you in-

tend to raise your budget and the corre-
sponding tax rate by 6 percent this year.

If this is in fact true, how can you be so
callous and cruel? People are loosing
their jobs and homes by the droves. Busi-
nesses, states and local governments are

going broke. Haven’t you heard? Miami
Mayor tried to raise taxes. They had a
recall election (last week) and he was
overwhelmingly removed from office.

You and the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders should be reducing
the tax burden, not adding to it. These are
not good times. There is no excuse for
this.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

It’s hard to believe, but service at the
N.J. DMV just keeps getting worse and
worse. I tried to get my license renewed
the other night, and arrived shortly after 6
p.m. at the Springfield DMV office. The
line was out the door and a police officer
was letting in several people at a time. I
finally got in, and then made it through
the document check section around 7
p.m. I was one seat away from getting my
paperwork taken care of when the office
“manager,” Ms. Catherine Jones, came
over to those of us who were still waiting
and said, “You all have to leave and come
back tomorrow. It’s 7:30 and we are
closed. I didn’t see all you people sitting
here, we can’t take care of you tonight.”
Then, she stormed away and disappeared
into a back room.

We were stunned! We were there at
night because we work during the day.
We tried to reason with, or even speak to
her, but she refused. In typical cowardly
fashion, she sent the police officer over to
tell us we had to leave. I got everyone’s
name who had waited and wasted an hour
and a half, and wrote the attached letter to
the Raymond Martinez (chief adminis-
trator of the DMV) and copied Governor
Christie. Ms. Jones should not be an
employee nor a manager in any kind of
public service role, as she clearly has no

sense of human decency and fairness.
I tried to deliver a copy of my letter to

her in person [March 19], and gave her
the opportunity to, A) apologize to me,
and B) take care of my DMV license
renewal without making me wait another
hour and a half, and she refused. She,
again, would not come out of her back
office to speak to me. She sent Officer
Morton to pick up the letter instead and
said that she refused to see me. As I said
in my letter to Mr. Martinez, Ms. Jones
needs to be terminated to set an example
for all the state employees who think they
are better than the people who pay their
salaries. The DMV needs a real overhaul
and it needs to run like a real business. If
Ms. Jones worked for me, she would have
been fired on the spot for being so rude to
a paying customer.

I think some TV news crews and re-
porters need to go to the Springfield DMV
any day of the week, document the ridicu-
lously long lines, and see if they can
manage to score an interview or maybe
even get some business done with Ms.
Catherine Jones. Just make sure you don’t
arrive after 6 p.m. for their 7:30 p.m.
closing time.

Nancy Gleason
Westfield

The Scotch Plains Fire Department,
with the exception of the career chief, is
comprised of all volunteers. These 30+
men and women provide emergency ser-
vices to the community 24 hours a day,
seven days a week, 365 days a year. Last
year we answered over 500 of your calls
for help in all types of weather, under all
types of conditions.

It is estimated that having a volunteer
fire department in town saves Scotch
Plains over $4 million a year in salaries
and taxes and therefore we rely greatly on
your generosity. We launched our fund
drive in January, but in these tough eco-
nomic times are experiencing very low
returns.

We need your financial support. We
realize that not everyone can afford a
donation of $100 at this time, but every
little bit helps us to continue to provide
our services to you around the clock. If
you are in a position to contribute more,
we would be very appreciative.

In January a mailer was sent to each
home and business address in town. If
you did not receive a mailer, we are still
in need of your donation. Please include
your name and address with your tax-
deductible donation made payable to
“SPVFA” and mail it to SPVFA, P.O.

Box 1 Scotch Plains, N.J. 07060. If you
have already mailed a donation this year,
thank you for your generosity. We greatly
appreciate your support!

Regardless of your ability to make a
contribution know that your friends and
neighbors of the Scotch Plains Volunteer
Fire Department will always answer your
911 call for help.

Dan Biglin
SP Volunteer Firefighters Assoc.

WF Bd. of Health Sets
2011 Goals, Priorities
The Westfield Board of Health met on

March 7. Several significant actions were
undertaken.

The board agreed to a number of goals
for the year, in addition to monitoring the
essential functions of the health depart-
ment and meeting state mandates.

Important goals include the following:
increasing communications and provid-
ing more feedback to residents, promot-
ing oral health and oral cancer awareness,
preventing head injuries among the young,
promoting the safe use of fireplaces, wood
stoves and fire pits, and expanding our
annual health fair and clinical screening
services.

In addition, the board passed a resolu-
tion promoting community water fluori-
dation. This was the third such resolution
in 10 years, and expressed continued hope
that the New Jersey American Water
Company will provide a standardized
therapeutic level of fluoride in our drink-
ing water and not continue to allow the
random fluctuation of fluoride in the
water, which could adversely affect our
children.

Also of importance, there were a num-
ber of recent cat and dog bites. An animal
that is not properly licensed and vacci-
nated against rabies and that is involved
in a biting incident is subject to a quaran-
tine of at least 10 days, and the owner is
issued a summons. Recently, one unvac-
cinated pet was euthanized and examined
for rabies. Residents must license all cats
and dogs and get them vaccinated against
rabies, due to the presence of rabies in the
county.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available on its
website www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the March 7 board
meeting will be posted after review and
approval at our April 4 meeting, which
starts at 5:30 p.m. in the municipal build-
ing.

Dr. Lawrence Budnick
President, Westfield Board of Health

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cineraceous – Having the color of

ashes
2. Bothrenchyma – In botany, tissue

composed of pitted ducts
3. Leucosis – Albinism
4. Carrion – The decaying flesh of a

dead body

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

THERIOMORPHIC
1. Grotesque transformation; such as

from a human to a werewolf
2. Said of gods having the form of an

animal
3. Rapidly changing from a solid form

to a gaseous form
4. An animal’s ability to change its

form to adapt to its surroundings for
protection

ARGALI
1. A species of very large wild sheep
2. Having a silver coating or luster
3. A native of a mountainous area in

northwestern Scotland
4. A Scottish thatched hut

RYOT
1. A daydream
2. Robbery
3. A tenant farmer of India
4. An undue burden or unfair demand

DIANOETIC
1. Belonging to a species of caustic

curves or surfaces caused by refraction
2. Capable of thought through logic,

rather than intuitive reasoning
3. Evil; doing the Devil’s work
4. The entire range of a musical instru-

ment or voice

Scutti Family Thanks
The Townspeople

To our friends, neighbors and acquain-
tances of Westfield — we would like to
extend our heartfelt thanks to all who
have reached out to us during our time of
sadness. Your sympathy cards, telephone
calls and words of encouragement have
been a wonderful source of comfort to us.

Thank you.

The family of Anthony Scutti
Shaaron M. Scutti

Lavallette, N.J.

Editor’s Note: Anthony Scutti, who
recently passed away, was the retired
Westfield  police chief.

Vote For Our Top
Three Candidates

I just received a note from a Westfield
Board of Education candidate suggesting
that I cast just one vote in the upcoming
election — How utterly thoughtless and
self-important. While that strategy may
insure his election, it implies that as long
as he is elected, it doesn’t matter who fills
the remaining seats.

But it absolutely does matter, and filled
those seats will be, so it is incumbent
upon each of us to take our responsibility
seriously, get educated and vote for our
top three candidates for the BOE.

Amy Seid
Westfield

Is Rep. Lance Kowtowing To The Rabid Tea Partiers?

Thank You All That Attended, Helped With F.O.P. Benefit

Within the past couple of months,
Leonard Lance, our Congressman, has
voted to permit roving wiretaps on United
States citizens (HR1); to allow health
care companies to deny coverage to
American citizens with pre-existing con-
ditions such as juvenile diabetes; to re-
peal the federal health care provision that
would allow our children to stay on our
health care coverage until the age of 26;
to deny women federal funding for stan-
dard gynecological exams such as Pap
smears, pregnancy testing and pre-natal
care; to deny fast-track court decisions
brought by United States citizens alleg-

ing government spying in violation of our
constitutional rights; to oppose Internet
equality, which is aimed at keeping the
Internet equally available to all users
regardless of corporate size; and to re-
duce funding the requirement for power
plants, refineries and other major pollut-
ers to disclose emission data to the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency [EPA.]

I realize that when we elected Con-
gressman Lance to the House of Repre-
sentatives, we elected a budget conscious
person to represent us. I just didn’t realize
that we voted for someone in favor of
unsanctioned wiretaps, in favor of health
care companies denying coverage to his
constituents, against standard health care
for women, in favor of government spy-
ing on American citizens (whatever hap-
pened to a smaller, less intrusive govern-
ment?), more supportive of corporate
Internet use than that of his average con-
stituent, and in favor of energy compa-
nies polluting our air and water.

Leonard Lance is so kowtowing to the
conservative Republican mantra of cut,
cut, cut, that he is beginning to forget that
while cutting budgets is a noble mission,
that the American citizen’s constitutional
rights outweigh government wiretapping
without court concurrence; that allowing
health care companies to deny coverage
to those with pre-existing conditions just
increases the costs for the rest of us when
those individuals need health care and

can’t afford it; that preventative heath
care for women pays dividends beyond
comprehension for women, their babies
and society in general; that all Americans
should have the same access to the Internet
regardless of our corporate donations;
and that Americans truly want to breathe
clean air and drink water.

Are the Tea Partiers sucking Leonard
Lance into their rabid calls to reduce
short term spending regardless of long-
term impacts? I sincerely hope not.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

I wanted to take the opportunity to give
you an up-date as to how the 10th Annual
Comedy Show to Benefit F.O.P. went
last Saturday evening [March 12.] Every-
one was entertained by the talent of four
comedians this year. We had 279 people
attend the fundraiser. Dana Kline and
Cecilia Robertson did a magnificent and
fantastic job of decorating the room and
the tables. They each have a wealth of
talent and I’m blessed that they are part of
the F.O.P. team each year. I Would also
like to thank Kurt and Fiona Christoffers
for their beautiful and generous donation
of floral bouquets that were presented to
F.O.P. moms, siblings, Dr. Kaplan and

Maureen Giannone. Our fundraiser as-
sisted Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s third
annual winter food drive for local pan-
tries. We asked all supporters of the event
to bring something that evening. Last
year, we donated 230 pcs. of food prod-
ucts that were packed into seven cases.
This year we donated 12 cases, which
amounted to 444 pcs. of non-perishable
food products. We made the donation this
year in the name and memory of BJ
Giannone. Thank you.

Not being a party-pooper, but I had to
ask the DJ to stop at 1 a.m. as it was time
to just go home and go to bed, especially
since we then had to turn the clocks ahead

one hour. There was even some dancing
on top of tables. For those who attended
– Thank you! For those who could not
attend and made a donation – Thank you!
For anyone wanting to make a donation,
it will graciously be accepted and very
much appreciated. In Dr. Kaplan’s speech,
he mentioned that he is hoping to make an
exciting announcement by year’s end.
Our contribution to research has contrib-
uted to the success in the research lab and
again – Thank you – and again, if you
would like to help out this year – Thank
you!

Gary Whyte
Mountainside

Fanwood BOE
Candidate Thanks

PTA’s Effort
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA

Council would like to thank all those who
supported our recent collection of Wish
List items to benefit the Ronald McDonald
House in New Brunswick. Many re-
quested food and household items were
delivered on Saturday, March 19 which
will be put to immediate good use thanks
to the generosity of our neighbors. We
would also like to thank Meg Kolaya,
director of the Scotch Plains Library, and
Daniel Weiss, director of the Fanwood
Memorial Library, for allowing us to use
their facilities as local collections sites
for the past several weeks. Thanks also go
out to Dr. Hayes, superintendent of
schools and all our school principals for
their support of this community-wide
charity project.

Jeanne Cleary
Candidate for Fanwood BOE

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

(908) 527-4000
George Devanney, Mgr.

gdevanney@ucnj.org
Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair

dscanlon@ucnj.org

County Taxes, The Dem Party Primary
And The Western County Roundup

The Union County Democrats this week, solidified
their political grasp of the Union County Board of “Cho-
sen” Freeholders in preparing for the upcoming battle
going into the Democratic primary elections this spring.
After appointing Chris Hudak of Linden in December to
replace Rick Proctor of Rahway, who became mayor, they
followed by doubling up the “Chosen” Freeholder repre-
sentation on the ticket to be from the Township of Union.

Democrats from this area, towns West of the Parkway
who pay much of the tax burden, had their hopes dashed
of being “Chosen” for representation on the board. Coun-
cilman David Haas of Westfield, a moderate Democrat,
had been considered by many to be an ideal choice.

Last spring, a renegade group of Democrats from
Elizabeth, “Democrats for Change” – reportedly sup-
ported and financed by MoveOn.org, almost knocked off
the party regulars. The “near fall” stunned the county
bosses, Sen. Ray Lesniak of Elizabeth and Asm. Joe
Cryan of Union. As the story goes, they vowed to never
again have such a close call.

The bosses were buoyed in their assessments of the
political landscape by winning in a comfortable margin in
the November General Election - essentially with one-
sided loyalty from the Dems of the East (Hillside, Linden,
Elizabeth, Roselle and Union) plus absolute allegiance
from the island of Plainfield – proving to themselves the
political impotence of those West of the Parkway.

The East County Dems also took two other steps to
strengthen their grasp for the upcoming Primary battle.
They presented a budget for this year with a 6 percent
property tax increase, which pours a greater amount of
money from the impotent West to their receiving voter base
in the East. Also, they rewarded the allegiance from the
island of Plainfield and solidified their “no peek policy” by
appointing the Plainfield city administrator to be the head
of Union County finances. To us, this is not a ringing
endorsement for fiscal sanity.

Westfielders, who sent $28.2 million in property taxes
to the county last year, can expect that contribution to the
East to slop well over the top of the $30 million mark this
year. Summit at $26.7 million can expect the same. The
‘Western Roundup’ ($millions from last year) also in-
cludes Berkeley Heights ($12.8), New Providence ($9.6),
Scotch Plains ($15.4), Fanwood ($4.5), Mountainside
($6.9), Garwood ($2.6), Clark ($9.8), Kenilworth ($6.8)
and Cranford ($15.5).

The property tax level of the County of Union is
reported to be the third highest in the nation. We don’t
think that having the distinction of being number one in
this category is a good thing.

Whoever takes over the county during the Democratic
Primary this spring – MoveOn.org or those currently in
power — those of the Western Roundup will still be
chanting “The Rent’s Too Damn High.”
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Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday until 7 * Sunday 1-5
Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore * Harden

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT • NATURAL MATERIALS
TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES  •  HANDCRAFTED QUALITY 

We are proud to offer you the bed of your dreams with our exclusive
selection of luxurious, high-quality Shifman mattresses. Since 1893, the
family-owned Shifman Mattress Company has handcrafted its mattresses
in America using the finest materials, including up to 83 pounds of 
all-natural cotton filling. Plus each mattress is two-sided for long-lasting
comfort and value.

IT FEELS SO
GOOD

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Savings on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Savings on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king. 
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2011.
**After Instant Savings prices based on purchase of complete set - no instant savings on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus up to $200*

SLEEPING ON A TWO-SIDED SHIFMAN MATTRESS.

MARCH MADNESS ADDITIONAL 5% STOREWIDE SAVINGS!*
*Except on any manufacturer’s suggested minimum retails.

S A L E  E N D S  M A R C H  3 1 S T !

FINAL
DAYS!

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 460 $249
FULL EA.PC. 620 $339
QUEEN SET 1300 $699
KING SET 2150 $1199

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 620 $339
FULL EA.PC. 790 $429
QUEEN SET 1710 $939
KING SET 2680 $1499

*SATURN
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN EA.PC.1460 $819 $807
FULL EA.PC. 1770 $999 $974
QUEEN SET 3860 $2199 $2124
KING SET 5510 $3099 $2999

*ROYAL COMFORT PT
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN SET 3740 $2149 $2099
FULL SET 4490 $2549 $2474
QUEEN SET 5310 $2999 $2899
KING SET 7120 $3999 $3799

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249

JOIN HERE

LIVE BETTER

MEMBERSHIP SPECIALS!

NO JOINER’S FEE

Join by March 31 and we will waive
the Joiner’s Fee … a $150 value!

FREE PERSONAL TRAINING

We will help you get started with
two free 45 minute Personal
Training Sessions ... a $120 value!

WESTFIELD AREA Y
220 Clark Street . Westfield . 908-233-2700 . www.westfieldynj.org

Financial assistance is available. Specials valid for full facility memberships. New Member
must not have been a full facility member of the Westfield Area Y for the last 60 days.

Spring into a healthier life at the Y.

Our wellness facilities, programs and staff will inspire
you to be stronger, healthier and happier.

Swim laps in one of our two pools, workout in our
cardio, strength training and free weight rooms, or
shoot hoops in our double gym. We also have programs
for the entire family.

Belong where you can pursue your goals while
strengthening your community.

Ferraro’s: A Dumpster That Doesn’t
Leak Would Seem Sufficient

Redistricting Must Be Necessary
And Sustainable for Westfield BOE

Westfield BOE Should Get Public
Involved Earlier in Budget Process

Extracurricular Activities Are An
Important Part of Education

First and foremost, I have worked hard
this year to produce a budget that does not
cut our academic program. But, I have
also worked hard to produce a budget that
does not cut sports and fine arts activities.
Like most people in our town, I care
about the overall well being of our stu-
dents and know that being a part of a
team, a show, a band or a club gives our
kids an outlet, a social identity and a
sense of community that adds to their
performance in school. They learn many
life lessons. They learn cooperation, team-
work and time management. They learn
to compete, to take risks and to stretch
themselves.

Over the years, I have worked as a
parent volunteer on the many plays and
musicals my son was involved in. I am
repeatedly impressed by the sense of com-
munity and support the kids show for
each other. Learning to think about the
best outcome for the group is something
that will serve them well later in life.

The Westfield schools offer a myriad
of fine arts opportunities for our musi-
cians and performers. Starting in fifth
grade we offer All-City Concerts. In the
middle schools we have the Broadway
Singers, Sharps and Flats, Jazz Ensembles,
Concert Band and Orchestra, as well as,
theatrical dramas and musicals. In high
school we provide numerous opportuni-
ties to sing, dance, play music, act, and
participate in the marching band. I sup-
ported the community when the interme-
diate fall dramas were threatened due to
budget cuts and the board made cuts
elsewhere to preserve these activities.

We also have an extensive sports pro-
gram for our many young athletes. WHS
was recently recognized for having the
“Most Outstanding Athletic Program.”
We offer 26 varsity athletic teams includ-
ing football, baseball, basketball, golf,
bowling, tennis, swimming, track, and
soccer. In 2009-2010, we won four state
championships, five state sectional cham-
pionships, nine Union County champi-
onships, 11 Watchung Conference cham-
pionships and the Tournament of Cham-
pions for boy’s tennis.

One area I think we need to support
more is extracurricular academic activi-
ties. While we financially support the
Model UN program, we do not give mon-
etary support to the Fed Challenge Team,
or the Merck State Science Day teams.
We do not even have a debate team. I
know how difficult it is to add activities
when we must work hard to just preserve
the ones we currently have, but support-
ing academic extracurricular activities is
something we should look at in the future.

Eighty percent of the students in the
high school participate in an extracur-
ricular activity. Hundreds of students
participate in the middle and elementary
schools. I support this year’s budget be-
cause it maintains a quality education for
our children. For Good Schools, vote for
the budget on Wednesday, April 27 and
vote for Ann Ormsby Cary. If you have
any questions or comments, you can con-
tact me at ann.ormsby.cary@gmail.com.

Ann Cary, BOE V.P.
Westfield Candidate for Reelection

Since 1993 the Westfield school sys-
tem has undergone tremendous change.
During this period student enrollment
increased a staggering 46 percent from
4,298 to 6,292 while the town’s popula-
tion as a whole increased by less than 3
percent. The school system has strived
over the years to adapt to these unprec-
edented demographic changes. Additions
were built on Washington School in 1993
and the high school in 2003, Lincoln
School was reopened and made the dis-
trict-wide kindergarten and still we are
growing.

Westfield’s schools are growing rap-
idly precisely because we are among the
best of the best in the state. Each elemen-
tary school has tapped into their neigh-
borhood community. I believe our par-
ents are the most passionate, active and
dedicated group in New Jersey; support-
ing their teachers and schools and it shows
all the way through to the high school.
Westfield delivers educational excellence
on a daily basis. This passion and dedica-
tion is also why redistricting is a difficult
and traumatic experience for us all.

Redistricting will never solve the prob-
lem of growth, but it can be a useful tool
for rebalancing enrollment when the
physical space can no longer accommo-
date the needs. I have seen many re-

districtings in Westfield and will likely
see more. What can we do to make these
transitions easier? First, the re-districting
must be completely necessary. Second,
that necessity must be communicated and
understood by everyone. I agree with
[board of education member] Mitch
Slater’s call for greater communication
using Facebook or any other medium to
inform our community of what is hap-
pening in the schools.

Third, actively involve parents from
each area of the district in the process.
Fourth, districts should be contiguous
and compact moving as few students as
possible. And finally, the new district
lines should be sustainable; able to ac-
commodate foreseeable demographic
changes over a period of years.

If elected, these will be among my
criteria for reviewing any future call to
redistrict a neighborhood. Please feel free
to contact me at
KarymForBOE@thoens.org or on
Facebook.

Karym Hoens
Candidate for Westfield BOE

‘Sober Minds and Creative Solutions’
Needed for School Budgets

It’s a fascinating time in education.
Many complex issues and entrenched
“ways of doing things” are being reexam-
ined including tenure, collective bargain-
ing, and the very model upon which our
current education system is based (often
referred to as the “factory model” – which
was established to meet the needs of
industrialization). Times have changed
since the “factory model” was created,
and while students still need to learn how
to read, write and calculate, they also
need to be critical thinkers, problem solv-
ers and advocates for what they believe.
Our challenge is to either change the
model or integrate these 21st century
skills into the existing educational model,
while also dealing with shrinking bud-
gets. How might we begin to do that?

First, we can look to other districts that
seemingly have been successful in keep-
ing their budgets stable, while also utiliz-
ing technology in a purposeful and cohe-
sive way to benefit teachers and students.
We might also consider holding informal
budget discussions with the public

throughout the school year. We are fortu-
nate to have an abundance of intellectual
capital in our town, and I think the school
board should tap into that capital. I re-
cently read that Summit has held public
workshops about the budget since Janu-
ary. What a fabulous idea. Why wait to
hear the public’s views and ideas so late
in the game? Let’s start the process ear-
lier and be proactive in our data gathering
and decision-making.

I understand what needs to be done and
I know what’s possible. If elected, I will
use my knowledge and experience to
help Westfield become a district of dis-
tinction – one that other districts turn to as
a model for financial innovation and teach-
ing and learning excellence.

Check out my Facebook page for links
on technology and education as well as
some links about how districts are deal-
ing with tightened budgets. Don’t forget
to vote on Wednesday, April 27.

Rosanne Kurstedt
Candidate for Westfield BOE

While there is clearly an acute aware-
ness in Westfield and in other communi-
ties across the nation regarding financing
for our public schools, I believe we all
need to approach the situation with very
sober minds and creative solutions. Con-
tinuing the blame game and refusing to
seriously compromise for the benefit of
reaching a solution, by all parties, does
not in any way move the ball forward.
The financial mess we are all in is a result
of many years of poor financial steward-
ship. Therefore, recognizing this, the re-
ality is “things” must change and addi-
tional sacrifices need to be made. Al-
ready, we have seen sacrifices by those
parents of student athletes and extracur-
ricular activities with the installation of
an activity fee. A tax increase. We have a
district employee salary being paid by a
501 – 3 C organization. Our school PTA’s/
PTO’s do a yeoman’s job of raising,
literally thousands of dollars, to help with
expenses that at one time were part of the
school budget. Maintenance, playgrounds
and equipment, school supplies, etc. The
fact that this budget has less than $1,000
in the capital fund is irresponsible to
many. Our district buildings are old and
in constant need of maintenance and in
some cases major repair. To either post-
pone these repairs or to suggest we go to
the public every time for a bond, is poor
planning. Is outsourcing BOE expenses
the new paradigm? Our programs in the
schools are being “crowded” out by higher
and higher employee costs. I don’t blame
the employees or the Union. This result
clearly rests with the BOE’s past and
present, and we the residents who con-
tinually pass the budgets.

I read recently that our cost per pupil is
$11,601 (Emphasis, April 2010). If we
divide the number of students reported
for Westfield Public Schools, February
28,2011, by the $92.9-million proposed
budget, we get a figure of over $14,600.
I don’t know if this is a good number or
not. It must be compared to other cost per
pupil figures within our DFG [District

Factor Group]. Similar to the discussion
of the “give backs,” too much confusion.

It has been reported that the WEA
president rejected calls for a one-year
salary freeze or reduction in the 3.9 per-
cent yearly salary increase, stating, doing
so would impact pensions of her mem-
bership. With residents losing jobs, ex-
periencing declines in their own retire-
ment accounts, decreasing property val-
ues, and the likelihood of higher property
taxes, her explanation to many is harsh.
After all, it is these very residents that are
paying the bills. New Jersey is experi-
encing emigration on a scale never seen
before, as a direct result of higher taxes.
By definition, this means fewer people
are sharing a larger share of the expense.
Eventually, our financial system will
collapse. Then instead of a salary freeze
or a reduction in pay increases, there will
be many losing jobs. I do not want to see
anyone lose a job!

We have been told that the union has
agreed to $210,000 in givebacks. How-
ever, no specific cuts have been enumer-
ated. These givebacks are to be earmarked
to help hire teachers in elementary schools
and new counselors in intermediate
schools. If, when these cuts are identi-
fied, they are one-time cuts, where will
the money come from the following years
to cover the cost of the new hires? Fur-
ther, this proclamation seems to fly in the
face of a BOE release dated March 3,2011,
stating unequivocally, under the head-
ing: “What is NOT possible?” Answer:
Reinstatement of staff or programs that
have been cut in the past few years. While
the wording may be different, the result is
the same, an increase in expenses.

I believe that there are no problems,
only solutions. As a community working
together with all involved parties, we can
find the solutions through compromise
and sacrifice, halting the hemorrhage on
our financial situation.

Keith Hertell
Westfield

For as long as I can remember, the
short, dark alley that runs from North
Avenue to Ferraro’s kitchen door has
emitted an atrocious smell of rancid grease
and decaying food. And for as long as I
can remember, I’ve wondered how the
very nice Ferraro’s get away with it.
Westfield has been kind to the Ferraros
for many years.

But tolerance of the sludge slick and
brown water that runs down that alley,

across the sidewalk, into the street, and
down the gutter when it rains takes kind-
ness to new heights. There’s something
perverse going on here. A simple phone
call and a dumpster that doesn’t leak
would seem sufficient. Yet, I swear, that
alley is straight out of old Calcutta and
has been for years.

Bill Reinhardt
Westfield

WF BOE Needs to Do Better Job of
Informing Residents on Key Issues

I am really enjoying the process of
running for the school board. I have met
many new people in town and, as I have
engaged them in conversation about the
schools in Westfield, one thing is very
clear — the current school board can do
a much better job of letting you know
what is going on. Obviously, there are
many sensitive matters that are addressed
each week and we need to be fair; we
cannot hear about all of them. The gen-
eral theme of the conversations with resi-
dents has been, “I didn’t know.”

This week, the “I didn’t know” phrase
was uttered so often, that I felt compelled
to write about some of them.

Number 1 comment: “I didn’t know”
that the school board only has $800 in its
capital reserve account. Wow, that was
news to me too. How is it possible that a
town with a school budget of $90+ mil-
lion does not have anything in a reserve
account to replace a roof or a boiler or for
anything else that might need to be re-
placed? It sounds like the board is content
managing the district’s budget this way
since the story has it, that we have not put
money into a reserve fund for years. That
includes all those years where the State of
New Jersey was providing us over $4
million per year in aid.

Number 2 comment: “I didn’t know”
that the board and the WEA (Westfield
Education Association) had reached an
agreement for the WEA members to give
back to the district roughly $210,000.
Those funds are earmarked for salaries.
During the initial budget presentation last
week, the public was only told about the
money, but not what the teachers gave
back, and certainly not what portion of
the 3.9 percent, three-year annual in-
crease, that this amount represented. It
would seem that if this were such an
important part of the new budget (and it
certainly was made out to be), then we
would have heard the details of what the
WEA gave back. We should appreciate
what was done, but I for one, would like
to know much more about the details.

Number 3 comment: “I don’t know”
what the differences are between this
new budget and what we actually spent
last year at a detailed level. The same can
be said for the revenue side of the ledger.
The budget presentation did not show a
comparison of last year actuals vs. the
proposed budget. I suggested, during the

public comments section of the BOE
meeting that this information be pro-
vided. I hope that we see it this week.
After all, wouldn’t it be nice to know
where we are spending the extra money?
I would also like to better understand
whether we met our revenue goals or not.
For the new budget, we should under-
stand whether we are stretching ourselves
to search for new forms of revenue and
whether we are maximizing the grant
money that is available.

If I am elected to the board in the April
27 election, I pledge to work with the
other board members to improve the level
of communication and the information
flow to you. Every presentation that is
given should be vetted to be certain that
we are offering as much information as
possible so that you become a more edu-
cated resident.

There are some very good candidates
running this year, but I believe that my
professional experiences set me apart from
the field. I bring a unique mix of business
acumen and marketing that is just what
we need right now. We need to market
ourselves (Have you seen the NJ Monthly
school rankings lately?) and we need to
create new forms of revenue to continue
to improve the education we give to our
kids. I do not have all of the answers at the
moment, but you can be assured that my
“devil is in the details” attitude will serve
you well.

Stay on top of the campaign by visiting
my Facebook page. You can also e-mail
me at voteforfriedman@gmail.com to let
me know what you are thinking.

Mark Friedman
Westfield BOE candidate

SEE MORE LETTERS
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Applications Are Available
For Rotary Club Grants

WESTFIELD – Darielle Walsh,
Rotary Club of Westfield Commu-
nity Service Grants chairwoman, has
announced that Rotary grant applica-
tions are now available to meet the
Friday, April 15 deadline.

Organizations requesting a 2011
Westfield Rotary Club Community
Service Grant must complete and
submit the official application form
in order to be considered. The Rotary
Club, in accordance with its goal of
community service, is most inter-
ested in providing grants for pro-
grams and projects that directly serve
people in the community. No appli-
cations for capital improvements or
operating funds will be considered.

As part of the decision process, the
Grants Committee reviews the simple

one-page application form to receive
a clear understanding of the way in
which the funds are to be used.

Non-profit organizations may re-
ceive a copy of the official applica-
tion directly from the Rotary website,
westfieldtoday.com/Rotary.

Rotary is a service organization
comprised of business and profes-
sional women and men who either
live or work in or near Westfield. The
Rotary Club of Westfield meets ev-
ery Tuesday at 12:15 p.m. for lunch at
the Westfield Area “Y,” located at
220 Clark Street in Westfield.

Guests are welcome at any of the
club’s weekly meetings. For infor-
mation, e-mail
westfieldrotary@gmail.com or visit
westfieldtoday.com/Rotary.

Toastmasters Seeks Alumni
For 50th-Year Celebration

WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of
Westfield, an area public-speaking
club, is looking for former members
to help celebrate the organization’s
50th anniversary.

Chartered on March 4, 1961, the
club will celebrate its milestone with
a dinner on Friday, April 29, at The
Westwood in Garwood. All former
members are invited to attend. Former
members may contact the club by
sending a message with an updated e-
mail address, telephone number and
mailing address to: toastmastersof
westfield@gmail.com.

Lisa Panarello, who rose from
among 30,000 international contes-
tants to become a finalist in Toast-
masters’ 2010 World Champion
Speaker Contest, will be the keynote
speaker at the dinner.

Sue Kujawski of Westfield, a mem-
ber for 22 years, said Toastmasters

has helped her both personally and
professionally. She is the recipient of
the Distinguished Toastmaster award,
the organization’s highest level of
achievement.

“I remember how supportive the
club was for me when my father
died,” recalled Ms. Kujawski. “Later,
I gave a speech about him, and there
wasn’t a dry eye in the audience. I
also love helping the new members
get on their feet and help them im-
prove.”

She added that, through her Toast-
masters’ training and experience, she
has achieved her goal of teaching
speech at a local university.

Noel Crawford of Mountainside, a
member for 17 years, said where she
once was afraid of speaking in front
of a group, she can now speak with-
out fear at a moment’s notice. “Cour-
age, commitment, confidence and
communication have proven to be
the building blocks that keep me com-
ing back to Toastmasters of
Westfield,” she said.

Toastmasters of Westfield meets
on the first, second and fourth Thurs-
days of each month from 7:45 to 9:30
p.m. at Sunrise of Westfield, located
at 240 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield. For further information,
visit toastmastersofwestfield.com or
call Angela Chester at (908) 358-
6821.

For more information about the
50th-anniversary celebration, contact
the organization at toastmastersof
westfield@gmail.com.

Job Search Strategies
To Be Meeting Topic
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library’s Career Net-
working Group will present “The
Journey to Re-employment” on Mon-
day, March 28, at 7 p.m.

Networking Group alumna Rosaria
Carr will be the featured speaker, de-
scribing how she rode the job search
“roller coaster” for 13 months before
landing her current job. She will focus
on what activities worked, which did
not and how she overcame challenges.

Ms. Carr will share how her per-
spective as a project manager helped
her stay focused and organized, and
show attendees how she continues to
manage her career and prepare for
the next career change.

This program is free and open to all.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. To reg-
ister, visit scotlib.org and click on
Events, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

Interested individuals may connect
with the library’s Career Networking
Group on Linked In, Career Net-
working Group at SPPL.

STANDOUT IN SCOUTING…Assistant Scoutmaster Tim Avis received one of
Boy Scouting’s highest honors, The Silver Beaver Award, on February 28. An
Eagle Scout, Mr. Avis served as Scoutmaster from 1989 to 1994 of Boy Scouts of
America Troop No. 73 in Westfield, sponsored by the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church. He still attends most scout meetings, goes on many of the trips
and always joins and helps lead the Troop No. 73 Treks in the summer, as well as
being active in various other scouting capacities.

Trinity Episcopal Day School
To Conduct Enrichment Fair
CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-

copal Day School (TEDS) will spon-
sor an Enrichment and Awareness
Fair this Saturday, March 26, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. at 205 North Avenue,
East, in Cranford. The entrance is on
Hamilton Avenue.

This event will feature free activi-
ties for the whole family. Crafts, ka-
rate, yoga, music and the Fun Bus
will be available for children. Visi-
tors also will have the opportunity to
talk to a firefighter, see a K-9 rescue
dog and have adventures with Span-
ish and sign language. Experts will
answer questions on nutrition, food
allergies and pediatric diabetes.
Screening for visual acuity and speech
development will be available as well.

TEDS serves children ages 2½ to
13. “Our goal is to provide an age-
appropriate educational environment
through activity centers that are en-

joyable while learning based,” said
Korine Dankowski, director. Staff will
be available to conduct tours of the
school and to answer any questions.

There are multiple flexible sched-
ules available including half- and full-
day programs that span two to five
days per week. A Kindergarten Wrap-
Around program, which comple-
ments the kindergarten offered in the
public schools, is another option.
Early dropoff beginning at 7 a.m. and
late pickup until 6 p.m. accommo-
dates the demands of working fami-
lies. Homework supervision and tu-
toring can be arranged for ages 7 to
13. TEDS’ Summer Camp offers di-
verse weekly programs from July 5
to August 26.

For more information about the
Enrichment and Awareness Fair or
TEDS, call (908) 276-2881 or email
teds205@gmail.com.

POLICE BLOTTER

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Library Friends to Accept
Donations For Book Sale

WESTFIELD – Plans are under-
way for the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library’s 38th Annual
Book Sale. The Friends will accept
book donations beginning on Thurs-
day and Friday, March 31 and April
1, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Satur-
day, April 2, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
at the library. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street in Westfield.

The Friends will accept adult and
children’s hardcover and paperback
books, CDs, DVDs, videos and re-
corded books. Donations need to be
in resalable condition. Records, en-
cyclopedias, magazines, textbooks,
condensed books, out-of-date
travel, health or business books, or

damaged, stained or mildewed
books, will not be accepted. Dona-
tions of books are tax-deductible.

The sale will begin on Wednes-
day, April 6, with a Friends mem-
bers-only sale from 9 a.m. to noon.
Memberships will be available at
the door.

The sale dates for the public are
as follows: Wednesday, April 6,
from 2 to 8 p.m.; Thursday, April 7,
and Friday, April 8, from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. A half-price sale will be held
on April 8. Bag Day will take place
on Saturday, April 9, from 9:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. On that day, customers
will be able to buy a bag and fill it
up with books for $5.

Mary Courtney

Celtic Concert on Tap
At Fanwood Library
FANWOOD – Mary Courtney and

Morningstar will return to the
Fanwood Memorial Library on
Wednesday, March 30, at 7:30 p.m.
to perform a free Celtic concert.

This New York-based band fea-
tures Mary Courtney on lead vocals,
guitar and bodhran (Irish hand-held
drum), Bernadette Fee on fiddle and
Donie Ryan on the tenor banjo.

Mary Courtney hails from a large
musical family from Castlegregory,
County Kerry, Ireland. She formed the
band in 1982 in the Bronx, and over the
years they have recorded several al-
bums and played on the local and United
States festival circuits. Those who have
influenced their music include The
Bothy Band, Solas, Lunasa and Christy
Moore, among others.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. To reserve a seat for this pro-
gram, call (908) 322-6400.

The Friends of the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library, a non-profit organization
that supports programs and services of
the library, is providing funding for this
event. New members are always wel-
come. For more information on the
Friends group, contact Carol Campell
at campell@verizon.net or (908) 322-
9179.

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

Area Psychotherapist Offers
Hope In Defeating Depression

AREA – New Jersey born and
raised psychotherapist, Leo J.
Battenhausen, a Licensed Clinical
Social Worker, Licensed Alcohol and
Drug Counselor, Certified School
Social Worker and Certified Rela-
tionship Specialist, has authored a
ground-breaking book titled “Defeat-
ing Depression: The Calm and Sense
Way To Finding Happiness and Sat-
isfaction,” published by New Hori-
zon Press Books.

Mr. Battenhausen has incorporated
his 20 years of experience treating
individuals, couples, families and
adolescents to pen a realistic, user-
friendly and practical guide to feel-
ing better about relationships, self,
family and employment, among other
typical “life distractions” that cause
many to feel “stuck,” unhappy, dis-
satisfied and alone.

Fifty-four million people in the
United States suffer from depres-
sion, and recent studies predict that
by 2020, depression will be the sec-
ond most common health problem
diagnosed (following heart prob-

lems). Defeating depression brings
much needed relief to those in need
of “what to do” when all else has
failed.

Using compassion, genuineness,
humor and intelligence, Mr.
Battenhausen has penned a source of
relief long needed in the field of treat-
ing depression. Written with the
warmth of being in the author’s “liv-
ing room,” readers will feel under-
stood, appreciated, validated and
empowered to take on life with re-
plenished strength, insight and deter-
mination.

Book signings are scheduled at the
Linden Public Library on April 14,
2011 at 6:30 p.m. and at the Zion
Lutheran Church in Rahway on May
12, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.

Further book signings and author/
book information can be found on
Mr. Battenhausen’s website/blog at
www.DefeatingDepression.net or
www.PersonalCounselingServices.net.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express Supper at All Saints’

To Feature Authors
SCOTCH PLAINS – “Cooking

with the Bible” authors Anthony
Chiffolo and Rayner Hesse will visit
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church on
Thursday, April 7, to discuss their
book and share in a Biblical Supper.

In the Bible, people eat in a variety
of venues, ranging from formal feasts
in splendid settings to wilderness
meals such as manna. In their book,
the authors focus on 18 Bible stories
in which people are eating. They have
compiled recipes for the food items
in those stories, which will be the
basis of that night’s Biblical Supper.

The supper will begin at 6:30 p.m.,
with the authors speaking later. There
is a cost of $10 for adults, $5 for
children age 10 and under, and a
maximum cost of $25 for a family. To
make reservations or obtain more in-
formation, call (908) 322-8047.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church is
located at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains (across from Park Middle
School.) Parking is located behind
the church, accessed via Church Av-
enue to School Place.

Westfield
Monday, March 14, a resident of the 300

block of First Street reported a trailer win-
dow and a garage window were damaged
through criminal mischief. A rock was thrown
at each of the windows, causing them to
crack. The total value of the damage was
unknown. Additionally, a set of forklift keys
with an approximate value of $20 was re-
moved from a forklift on the same property.

Tuesday, March 15, Marvin Wiggins, 50,
of Colonia was arrested at the Middlesex
County jail on outstanding criminal warrants
from Westfield, for $1,000, and Kenilworth,
for $500. Wiggins was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and held in
lieu of bail.

Tuesday, March 15, Ryan Might, 19, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
Holmdel warrant for $156 after responding
to Westfield police headquarters. He was
processed and released upon posting bail.

Wednesday, March 16, Lewis Richardson,
47, of Newark was arrested on multiple war-
rants pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue near Sussex Street. The war-
rants were from Watchung, for $356; South
Plainfield, for $289; Plainfield, for $1,685;
Green Brook, for $250, and Piscataway, for
$1,039. He was processed, unable to post
bail and turned over to the Plainfield Police
Department.

Wednesday, March 16, a male suspect and
a female suspect entered a business on Elm
Street and attempted to cash a fraudulent
check in the amount of $2,150, according to
police. When their request was denied, the
pair left the scene.

Thursday, March 17, Michael O’Connell,
76, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) during
the investigation of a hit-and-run incident.
Police responded to the area of West North
Avenue and Prospect Street after receiving a
report of a motorist having struck a pedestrian
and then fleeing the scene. The victim, a 23-
year-old Westfield man, was found lying in
the westbound lane of traffic with moderate
injuries, authorities said. Police obtained a
description of the suspect vehicle, and subse-
quently stopped O’Connell after an officer
observed his vehicle on Brightwood Avenue
near Brown Avenue. Further investigation led
to his arrest. O’Connell was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed and
held pending release the following morning.
In addition to the DWI charge, he was issued
multiple motor vehicle summonses in con-
nection with the incident. The victim was
transported to University Hospital in Newark
for treatment.

Friday, March 18, a resident of the 200
block of Sylvania Place reported that some-
one unknown entered a neighbor’s home via
an open rear-yard door. The suspect was
gone upon arrival by police and nothing was
reported missing from the home.

Saturday, March 19, a resident of the 200
block of Sinclair Place reported that some-
one unknown tore down an American flag
and holding bracket, which had been affixed
to the victim’s home.

Saturday, March 19, a resident of the 200
block of Sinclair Place reported that some-
one unknown damaged his fence during the
night.

Saturday, March 19, during the evening
someone damaged the roof of a motor ve-
hicle that was parked in the driveway of a
residence on the 200 block of Sinclair Place.

Monday, March 21, Jasen A. Rao, 27, of
Linden was arrested on the 1500 block of
Lamberts Mill Road and charged with DWI.
During the course of the investigation, a
switchblade knife was found in the suspect’s
pocket, according to police, and he addition-
ally was charged with possession of a pro-
hibited weapon. Rao was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed and
released to a responsible adult with pending
court dates in Superior Court and Westfield
Municipal Court.

Monday, March 21, Christian J. Janampa,
31, of Elizabeth was arrested during a traffic
stop in the area of West North Avenue and
Crossway Place on an outstanding Elizabeth
traffic warrant for $133. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance by the
Elizabeth Police Department.

Monday, March 21, police received reports
regarding three motor vehicles that were tar-
geted for criminal mischief while parked in a
lot on the 300 block of Clark Street. The
criminal mischief, in which someone used
sharp objects to destroy three tires, took place
on March 17 between the hours of 7:30 a.m.
and 3 p.m.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 14, Bryant Jacobs, 20, of

Plainfield was arrested and charged with
possession of suspected marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue, at which
time the officer discovered that Jacobs had
the suspected marijuana in his possession,
according to police. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released.

Tuesday, March 15, a student at a Plainfield
Avenue school reported that someone re-
moved cash from her pocketbook, which she
had left in a classroom.

Tuesday, March 15, a student at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools re-
ported that he has received multiple harass-
ing phone calls from a former friend who
yells at him over the phone.

Tuesday, March 15, the owner of a Beryl-
lium Road business reported that a customer
placed an order online in the amount of $1,400
and paid for it with a fraudulent credit card.

Tuesday, March 15, a resident of Westfield
Road reported that someone withdrew ap-
proximately $1,000 from his bank account
without his authorization. According to po-
lice, he later discovered that his ATM card

was missing.
Wednesday, March 16, Shaleke Fisher,

33, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with eluding police after an officer tried to
stop him for a motor vehicle violation on
South Avenue at approximately 2:30 a.m.
According to police, the suspect refused to
pull over, fled at a high rate of speed and
swiped a utility pole. He then exited his
vehicle and attempted to run into his resi-
dence, at which time he was apprehended
and placed under arrest without further inci-
dent. He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Wednesday, March 16, a resident of Birch
Street reported that the IRS informed her that
someone filed an income tax return for her
deceased husband.

Thursday, March 17, Aminah Dupree, 27,
of Newark was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Front Street on an outstanding $500
Watchung warrant. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, March 17, a resident of Raritan
Road reported that someone made multiple
charges on his credit card without his autho-
rization.

Thursday, March 17, a business owner on
Route 22 reported that, sometime overnight,
someone damaged a dumpster on his prop-
erty.

Saturday, March 19, a patron of a Park
Avenue store reported that someone dam-
aged the taillight of her motor vehicle, which
was parked in the parking lot.

Saturday, March 19, Marc Purnell, 38, of
Edison was arrested and charged with pos-
session of suspected marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop on Rahway Road, at which time
the officer discovered the suspected mari-
juana in his possession, according to police.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, March 19, Lamar Parkes, 19, of
Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia after a motor
vehicle stop on Park Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 8, Steven Williams, 43,

of Plainfield was arrested on charges of theft
of movable property and criminal trespass-
ing after police responded to a report of a
suspicious motor vehicle parked behind a
Route 22 business. According to police, when
the officer approached Williams’ truck, which
had the license plates covered in plastic bags,
an individual described as heavyset, approxi-
mately six feet tall and wearing a black
hoodie and jeans ran away.

When the officer questioned Stevens, he
said the individual who ran away had told
him he could have the scrap metal that was
behind the building, some of which was
already in the back of his truck, police said.
Further investigation revealed he did not
have permission to take the metal. He was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Wednesday, March 9, an employee at a
Glen Road business reported that when he
returned to his motor vehicle after work, the
right rear brake lens was smashed and the
right front passenger side door had two dents
in it. According to police, the victim had a
dispute with his girlfriend the day before and
police were called to his Roselle residence.
The victim feels the damage to his vehicle
could be retaliation from her.

Saturday, March 12, Sarah F. Zadoyko,
24, of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22 for allegedly driv-
ing with a suspended license. She was pro-
cessed and released at the scene.

Tuesday, March 15, an officer responded
to the corporate offices of a restaurant chain
on a report of harassing phone calls. Accord-
ing to police, approximately 20 phone calls
were received by the secretary from an indi-
vidual stating that his watch was stolen at one
of the chain’s restaurants in Warren.

When the individual was advised that the
company did not have a restaurant located in
Warren, the suspect threatened the secretary,
stating he would “beat the crap out of you”
and “yes, I am threatening you,” police said.
When police contacted the suspect, he stated
that his watch was stolen approximately two
years ago from another restaurant chain on
Route 22 in Warren, authorities reported. He
was advised to cease contact with the busi-
ness and to report the incident to police in the
jurisdiction in which the incident allegedly
occurred.

Fanwood
Monday, March 14, Jose Leiva, 31, of

Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue on outstanding war-
rants out of Carlstadt and Mountainside. He
was transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 16, Sonya Hull, 36, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Union warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. She was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, March 17, a resident of the 10
block of LaGrande Avenue reported that,
sometime overnight, someone scribbled on
her garbage can with a black magic marker.

Thursday, March 17, Rudolph Leo, 34, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Plainfield after police re-
sponded to a report of a suspicious person on
Martine Avenue. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and turned over
to the Plainfield Police Department.

Thursday, March 17, a resident of the 10
block of Oakwood Court reported that, some-
time overnight, someone entered his unlocked
motor vehicle while it was parked in the
street and removed an undetermined amount
of cash.

Friday, March 18, a resident of the 100
block of Russell Road reported that someone
entered his unlocked motor vehicle while it
was parked in the street and removed an
undetermined amount of cash.

Detective Eugene Chin of the Fanwood
Police Department reminds residents to al-
ways lock their vehicles.

Saturday, March 19, Eicilio Santiago, 40,
of Bloomfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Newark after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Saturday, March 19, Sutton Scott, 25, of
Hillside was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road on outstanding
warrants out of Little Falls, Bloomfield and
Long Branch. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Saturday, March 19, Gerald Garrett, 34, of
Charlotte, N.C. was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Piscataway and Greenwich
Township after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Old South Avenue West. He was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, March 20, James White, 26, of
North Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected marijuana and
on outstanding warrants out of South
Plainfield and Long Branch after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Man Convicted of Eluding
Police, Additional Charges

AREA – An East Orange man was
convicted on multiple charges last
week in connection with his eluding
of police during a chase through the
towns of Mountainside and Spring-
field, announced Prosecutor
Theodore J. Romankow.

According to the investigation, on
June 28, 2009, Ricardo Sudlow, 30,
was inside a stolen car that was parked
in the driveway of an unoccupied
home that was under construction.
An officer on routine patrol in the
neighborhood noticed the vehicle
looked suspicious, and when he went
to investigate, the car took off at a
high rate of speed, turning onto Route
22, East, near New Providence Road,
said Assistant Prosecutor Peter L.
Benza, who prosecuted the case.

Two additional marked units
joined the officer in an attempt to
stop the stolen car. Sudlow crashed

into one of the units, causing dam-
age and impairing ability to control
the car, said Mr. Benza. Subse-
quently, the stolen car crashed into a
curb and rolled over once before
coming to a stop.

Sudlow managed to exit the ve-
hicle and ran across the four highway
lanes and into a wooded area behind
a shopping center. Union police ap-
prehended him a short time later, said
Mr. Benza.

A jury found Sudlow guilty after
about four hours of deliberation and
a three-day trial, according to Mr.
Benza. He was found guilty of the
following charges: second degree
eluding, third degree aggravated as-
sault, third degree receiving stolen
property and fourth degree resisting
arrest. He faces up to 10 years in
prison when he is sentenced on Thurs-
day, April 14.
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Mini-Olympic/Derby Event
To Benefit Liam’s Room

WESTFIELD – Liam’s Room, Inc.
will hold its fourth annual Mini-Olym-
pics and Homerun Derby Fundraiser
on Saturday, April 2, from noon to 5
p.m. at Gumpert Park in Westfield.

Open to all ages, this community
event benefits Liam’s Room, a not-
for-profit organization founded by
Peter and Lisa McNamara of Westfield
in memory of their son, Liam. Tickets
will be sold for the following events:

Thirty-Yard Dash – Children will
be timed as they run 30 yards. Those
with the fastest times in each age
group will win prizes.

Long Jump – Children will get a
running start and jump as far as they
can in this activity, similar to the
Olympic event.

Football Throw – Children will
attempt to throw a football and either
hit a target or through a tire.

Baseball Throws with Radar De-
vice – Children will throw a baseball
inside a contained area and a radar
device will measure their speed.

Home Run Derby – Children and
adults will attempt to hit softballs
beyond a designated area.

Lacrosse Throw – Children will
“throw” a lacrosse ball at a target set
up inside the backstop.

Soccer Target Goal – Children will
“kick” a soccer ball at varying lengths
into a target covered goal.

The festivities also will feature
food, games and entertainment, in-
cluding a Moon Bounce, Giant Slide,
face painting and prizes. To register
to volunteer, as well as to register for
the Home Run Derby, or to become a
sponsor, visit liamsroom.org.

The purpose of Liam’s Room is to
provide pediatric palliative care in area
hospitals, including the creation of an
inpatient room for families whose chil-
dren have been diagnosed with a
chronic, potentially life-limiting illness.

These rooms will be equipped with
all of the amenities typically found in
a child’s room, while also designed
to provide comfort to the entire fam-
ily. Additionally, Liam’s Room will
assist in providing the necessary re-
sources to help families in navigating
their child’s care. The inaugural
Liam’s Room currently operates at
Overlook Hospital in Summit, and
the McNamaras hope it will serve as
a model for more such units.

For more information about Liam’s
Room or the upcoming Mini-Olym-
pics and Homerun Derby Fundraiser,
e-mail lisa@liamsroom.org.

Advance Care Planning
To Be Program Topic
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Immacu-

late Heart of Mary Parish will host a
presentation entitled “Advance Care
Planning – How to Stay In Control of
Your Preferences” on Monday, March
28. It will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the
Nazareth Center Meeting Room be-
hind the Main Church, located at 1571
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Free and open to all, this program
will encompass various end-of-life
issues often faced by patients and
next-of-kin. Topics to be covered in-
clude palliative care, hospice and
advance directives.

The presentation will offer the op-
portunity for a dialogue with three
local physicians who will be able to
draw on their own personal experi-
ences and day-to-day interactions to
offer practical pre-need advice.

Featured will be Dr. John Gregory,
director of the Palliative Care Pro-
gram at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit; Dr. Gabriella Carlino, oncolo-
gist at Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center in Manhattan, and Dr.
Anthony Carlino, internist and clini-
cal educator at St. Barnabas Medical
Center in Livingston.

For additional information, contact
IHM’s Parish Office at (908) 889-
2100, e-mail IHM123@aol.com or
visit the parish website, ihmparish.net.

Panelists to Discuss
Assisting the Needy

WESTFIELD – The Peace and Jus-
tice Committee of Holy Trinity and St.
Helen’s will present “Compassion In
Action: Effective Social Justice on the
Local Level,” a panel discussion on
the joys and challenges of working
with the poor and the homeless.

The program will take place on
Tuesday, March 29, at 7:30 p.m. in
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church’s
Meaney Hall, located at 1600 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

Panel members will include Sister
Jacinta Fernandez, Edie Cheney and
Peter Ligouri. Sister Jacinta and Ms.
Cheney founded St. Joseph’s Social
Service Center and the Coalition to
House the Homeless in Elizabeth. Mr.
Ligouri, a lawyer in the Public
Defender’s Office, first worked with
them as an Ignatian Volunteer and has
continued to volunteer for many years.

The panelists will share their real-
life experiences applying the social
teachings of the Catholic Church to
help disadvantaged citizens of Eliza-
beth and the surrounding area. All are
welcome to attend.

NEW UNICO MEMBERS…Bob Tarte, a former District Governor of UNICO,
swore in two new members to the Westfield Chapter of UNICO on March 9.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Dave Lovato, president; Mr. Tarte, and new
members Tom Capotorto and Ken Ciarrocca. The chapter meets on the second
Wednesday of the month at Benvenuti in Garwood. A non-profit, Italian-
American club, the Westfield Chapter of UNICO awards scholarship money and
supports local charities and mental health causes. For membership information,
call Mr. Lovato at (646) 675-3639.

Miller-Cory House to Trace
Washington’s Trail Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will lead visitors in
“Following George Washington’s
Trail in New Jersey” – which twice
included Mountain Avenue in
Westfield – this Sunday, March 27,
from 2 to 4 p.m.

Fran Gold will trace Washington’s
footsteps from the retreat after the
Battle of Boston, through 296 en-
gagements in New Jersey, to his tri-
umphant crossing of the Delaware
on Christmas Eve 1776 – a turning
point of the Revolutionary War.

Sunday’s program will include
tours of the farmhouse, as well as
demonstrations of 18th-century
open-hearth cooking. The gift shop,
offering a variety of colonial toys,
books, crafts and educational items,
also will be open.

Admission is $3 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under
age 4. This program is described as
ideal for children. The museum is
located at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

The Miller-Cory House Museum
is a nationally recognized living
museum, listed on both the State
and National Registers of Historic
Places and as a site on the New
Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail.

Upcoming Sunday programs in-
clude “The Art of Quilling – A Paper
Craft” on April 3, “18th Century
Courting and Marriage Customs” on
April 10 and “Band Boxes and Hat
Boxes…18th Century Luggage!” on
April 17. Additionally, the museum’s
annual “Sheep to Shawl” festival will
take place on Sunday, May 1, from 1
to 4 p.m.

For more information on pro-

grams or to schedule a school or
scout tour, call the museum office
at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

JCC Announces Offerings
At Jewish Film Festival

SCOTCH PLAINS – Following up
this past fall’s Sixth Annual Jewish
Film Festival, the Jewish Commu-
nity Center (JCC) of Central New
Jersey will host the Jewish Film Fes-
tival 2011 Spring Series. All films
will be shown at the AMC Loews
Mountainside 10 Theatre, located at
1021 Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

Three films will be shown. The first,
The Matchmaker, will be screened on
Thursday, March 31, at 7:30 p.m. A
coming-of-age story, The Matchmaker
is about a teenage boy growing up in
1968 Haifa who gets both a job with a
matchmaker and lessons in matters of
the heart. This film was nominated for
seven Israeli Academy Awards, in-
cluding Best Picture.

Next up will be Jews and Baseball:
An American Love Story on Tuesday,
April 5, at both 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
This film, which is appropriate for
the whole family, is a documentary
scripted by Pulitzer Prize-winning
New York Times columnist Ira Berkow
and narrated by Academy Award win-
ner Dustin Hoffman. It chronicles the
contributions of Jewish major leagu-

ers and explores the special meaning
that baseball has had in the lives of
American Jews. Special guest Yan-
kee Ron Blomberg will speak at the
11 a.m. showing.

The final film, Anita, will be featured
on Wednesday, April 13, at 7:30 p.m.
The story of a young Jewish woman
with Down syndrome, it is a study of
human innocence, compassion and re-
silience in a fragile, troubled world.

For full information on the Jewish
Film Festival 2011 Spring Series
and ticket purchase, visit jccnj.org
or call the Jewish Film Festival
Hotline at (908) 889-8800, exten-
sion no. 208.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Central New Jersey, United Way and
the United Fund of Westfield.

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Needle Nite Session
To Be Held April 1

FANWOOD – The monthly Needle
Nite program at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will take place on
Friday, April 1, at 7:30 p.m. in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

Nancy Bassman and Pat Lake,
Needle Nite co-chairwomen, have
announced that the new quilt project
for the coming year is a “Disappear-
ing Nine Patch,” also called a “Magic
Twist and Stitch Nine Patch.”

“In spite of these names, it is a
simple pattern with creative possi-
bilities,” the co-chairwomen said.

The knit and crochet circle of women
will continue working on the various
projects they make for newborns, area
nursing homes and those needing the
extra care of a prayer shawl.

Donated materials end up in many
forms usable by the charities that
receive them. Needle Nite partici-
pants can then take their newly learned
skills for use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com.

Willie Nile to Take
Stage at JCC Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – Singer-
songwriter Willie Nile, known for his
live performances and who has shared
the stage with Bruce Springsteen and
The Who, will appear on Saturday,
March 26, at the next Split Level
Concert at the Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Central New Jersey.
Doors will open at 8 p.m.; the concert
will begin at 8:45 p.m.

Split Level Concerts at the JCC of
Central New Jersey offer music lov-
ers the chance to get up close and
personal with first-rate singers/
songwriters. Mr. Nile is touring in
support of his latest album, “The In-
nocent Ones.” To hear samples of his
music, visit willienile.com.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For tickets
or additional information, visit
jccnj.org or call the JCC at (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 214.

Library Friends Seek
Book Sale Donations
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends

of the Mountainside Public Library
will hold their gigantic spring book
sale on Saturday, April 9, from 10
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The sale will fea-
ture hardcover and paperback
books, including fiction, non-fic-
tion and children’s books. An as-
sortment of CDs, DVDs and other
items will be offered as well. Addi-
tionally, Girl Scout Cookies will be
available for sale in the library.

The Friends invite area residents
to donate books, DVDs and CDs, as
well as puzzles and games. Dona-
tions will be accepted inside the
library during operating hours from
Saturday, April 2, through Thurs-
day, April 7. Donated items should
be clean and in good condition. The
Friends cannot accept textbooks,
magazines or encyclopedias. All pro-
ceeds will support library programs.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located on Constitution Plaza in
Mountainside. For more informa-
tion, or to learn about becoming a
Friend of the Mountainside Public
Library, call (908) 233-0115.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

WCC Battle of Bands
On Tap Tomorrow

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Center (WCC) invites
the community to support local tal-
ent during its Battle of the Bands
event tomorrow, Friday, March 25,
from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m.

Bands from local high schools will
perform at the WCC, located at 558
West Broad Street in Westfield. Fea-
tured bands will include Bobby
Skelton and the Watermelon Smash-
ers; The Marauders; Blue Side Down;
The 45’s and Aaron Rubin.

There will be room for dancing and
just sitting back and enjoying the show.
Tickets are on sale for $5 at Rockin’
Joe’s and the Sound Station. They also
will be available at the door for $7.
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Scotch Plains Senior Trips
To Begin Again In May

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory
Committee will conduct three trips
for 2011. Since the Township of
Scotch Plains underwrites the cost
of the bus charters, the committee
is able to offer one-day excursions
to various locations at nominal cost
for its seniors. Space permitting,
non-residents also may register for
the trips. All trips will leave from
the parking lot of the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Plainfield
Avenue and Jerusalem Road in
Scotch Plains.

On Wednesday, May 11, partici-
pants will have lunch (menu selec-
tion to be made upon registering) at
the Cock n’ Bull Peddler’s Village
in Lahaska, Pa. After lunch, there
will be time to browse Merchant’s
Row, The Courtyard and the Vil-
lage Green – shops offering col-
lectibles, gifts, foods and toys. A
directory of the various stores will
be available at the site. There is
some walking required, but all are
in close proximity to the restaurant.

The second trip will be on Thurs-
day, August 25, to the Mt. Haven
Country Resort in Milford, Pa. Par-
ticipants will be served a breakfast
on arrival. A barbecue lunch also
will be included. The facility, which
features spacious grounds, will pro-
vide games, entertainment and op-
portunities to shop and socialize.

The final trip will be on Tuesday,
September 20, to the newly-reno-
vated Royal Manor in Garfield,
which is marking the 20th anniver-
sary season of Ace-in-the-Hole Pro-
ductions. The theme that day will
be La Festa di San Gennaro, featur-
ing a famous soprano, comic and
the All-Star Trio. A four-course
meal will be served family-style to
fit the theme of the show.

Interested persons are asked to
check with the recreation office,
located in the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building at 430 Park Av-
enue, and obtain the flyer listing
registration dates (usually a month
or so prior to the event), cost of
attendance and times for bus depar-
tures. For more information, call
(908) 889-2084.

Center For Hope Accepting
Applications For Care Needs

SCOTCH PLAINS – Robert J.
Coloney, president of the Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative
Care, has announced that the center
currently is accepting applications
for hospice care and non-hospice
comfort management care at its resi-
dential facility in Elizabeth.

Father Hudson House offers an
alternative for those individuals di-
agnosed with a terminal illness or
in need of non-hospice residential
care who are unable to remain in
their own homes. Designed to pro-
vide residents with the full range of
hospice services in a home-like en-
vironment, Father Hudson House
features multiple sunrooms, private
patient suites and other amenities.

Additionally, the center has
launched a new website,
centerforhope.com. “Our new
website reflects the amazing growth
of our organization and the many
services we provide to the local
community. The website allows you
to tour our facilities online and learn
more about our many programs,”
said Mr. Coloney.

Headquartered in Scotch Plains,
Center For Hope provides termi-
nally ill patients with the natural,
humane care known as hospice, and
their families and loved ones with
physical, emotional and spiritual
support during their time of need.
The center welcomes all terminally
ill patients, their families and loved
ones without concern for race,

ethnicity or religious affiliation. For
more information about Father
Hudson House or other Center For
Hope services, call the Center For
Hope at (908) 889-7780 or visit
centerforhope.com.

Church Reveals Date
For Couples’ Retreat
SPRINGFIELD – A couples’ re-

treat, sponsored by the First Presby-
terian Church of Springfield, will be
held at the church’s parish house on
Sunday, March 27, from 1 to 4 p.m.
The parish house is located at 37
Church Mall in Springfield.

During this three-hour workshop,
couples will gain an understanding
of mindfulness and incorporating it
into their relationship; explore cur-
rent love habits and specific ways to
improve upon them; enhance listen-
ing and communication skills and
develop a vision for their relationship
and their own personal goals.

Jennifer Bronsnick, a Licensed
Clinical Social Worker, will facilitate
the workshop. With a private practice
in Summit, Ms. Bronsnick has worked
at Saint Barnabas Medical Center for
the last five years helping families
cope with chronic illness.

The cost of $25 per couple includes
the workshop, light refreshments and
childcare for pre-registered children.
For workshop information and regis-
tration, call Sandra at (201) 919-8984
or e-mail ptspin@hotmail.com.

– Obituaries –
Richard I. Samuel, Was Patent Attorney;
Local Democratic Municipal Chairman
Richard I. Samuel of Scotch Plains,

N.J. passed away on Sunday, March
20, 2011, at JFK Haven Hospice in
Edison.

He was the beloved husband of
Geri M. Samuel and father of Mimi
Samuel, Joanne Samuel Goldblum,
Matthew Samuel and Ryan Samuel.
He was predeceased by his sister,
Felice Samuel Greene, and his par-
ents, Mollie and Alexander Samuel.

Dick was very active in the local
and international communities for
many years. In his early twenties, he
became involved with politics and
was a strong activist for abortion rights
and many other causes. In 1968, he
successfully ran as an outsider for the
Democratic National Committee. He
served on the committee from 1968
to 1980, serving as chairman of the
Rules Committee in 1976.

Mr. Samuel had the New Jersey
Abortion Law declared unconstitu-
tional and then turned the case over to
the Women’s Legal Movement at
Rutgers. The U. S. Supreme Court
cited Mr. Samuel’s case and argument
in its decision on Roe versus Wade.

Mr. Samuel also was a philanthro-
pist, supporting causes here and in
Israel. A day care center was built in
the Town of Kadima in Israel in
memory of his mother and aunt. Mr.
Samuel is a past president of the JCC
of Central New Jersey, the YM-YWHA
of Union County and the Jewish Fed-
eration of Central New Jersey.

Together with his family, Mr.
Samuel traveled to Israel many times
and eventually helped foster busi-
ness relationships between Israeli and
U.S. investors. He was strongly com-
mitted to Israel and the values and
principles of that nation. Mr. Samuel,
together with his wife, helped raise
millions of dollars for the local and
international Jewish communities. He
also was responsible for helping to
raise funds to settle Soviet Jews in
our local community. He traveled
several times to the Soviet Union to
meet with refuseniks and also to travel
with Soviet Jews leaving that country
and relocating to Israel.

Mr. Samuel was very involved in

his local community. He served as
the Democratic municipal chairman
for Scotch Plains for several years,
always keeping abreast of what was
going on in the township. He was a
vice-president of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Chapter of UNICO National
and a member of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club. He also was a
member of the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee. He was an active
member of Congregation Beth Israel
and enjoyed services and other ac-
tivities there.

Mr. Samuel loved Scotch Plains
and enjoyed many happy years here
as a resident.

A well-respected patent attorney, Mr.
Samuel began his career with Western
Electric and then moved to Bell Labs.
He left there in 1970 to join a local firm,
where he eventually became a partner.
Mr. Samuel represented Gordon Gould,
the inventor of the Laser. He also repre-
sented the inventor of the MRI and
many other important projects. He en-
joyed his work so much that it was
never really work.

Mr. Samuel loved his family and
loved to travel. He traveled to Israel
more than 50 times with his wife and
children. Mr. Samuel enjoyed the dif-
ferent cultures of the countries he
visited and always learned while he
was there. A civil war history buff,
Mr. Samuel has traveled to most Civil
War battlefields, taking pictures of
his daughters sitting on canons at
each site. In addition to his wife and
children, Mr. Samuel leaves behind
many nieces and nephews, as well as
three grandchildren, Jesse, Mollie and
Sherman Goldblum.

The funeral took place on Monday,
March 21, at Congregation Beth Is-
rael in Scotch Plains. Donations may
be made to the Scotch Plains Rescue
Squad, The JFK Medical Center
Foundation or the YM-YWHA of
Union County.

Arrangements were by the Rossi
Funeral Home of Scotch Plains. Let-
ters of condolence may be sent to
www.therossifuneralhome.com.
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First Baptist to Welcome
Heather Wise Saturday

Heather Wise

WESTFIELD – The First Baptist
Church will present Heather Wise as
guest musician at its Saturday, March
26 evening contemporary worship
event, which will begin at 5 p.m.

Ms. Wise is a singer/songwriter
and Union Theological Seminary
graduate (M. Div.) Her self-produced
debut record, “The Bridge,” was re-
leased this year and includes the song
“Ready,” which is based on the Song
of Songs. She has written solo and
choral music for church and was a
2007 semifinalist in The Sorel
Organization’s competition for
women composers for her sacred
madrigal “She Pondered Them in Her
Heart,” based on Luke 2:8-20.

She has served as Youth and Cam-
pus Minister at St. Paul and St. An-
drew United Methodist Church in
Manhattan and Columbia University,
which included co-creating a singing
and dancing youth choir and design-
ing traditional and contemporary
worship. Ms. Wise is on the ordina-
tion track in the United Methodist
church. For more information, visit

heatherwisemusic.com.
The First Baptist Church is located

at 170 Elm Street in Westfield. At-
tendees may enter the church parking
lot off of Elm or Orchard Streets, and
then follow the signs. To reach the
church, call (908) 233-2278.

Library Friends Seek
Scholarship Applicants

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
the Westfield Memorial Library
have announced that applications
for the annual “Future Librarian”
scholarship are available at the
library’s circulation desk. This
marks the eighth year that the
Friends organization has offered the
scholarships. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

A Westfield resident currently
pursuing a master’s degree in li-
brary science or a college degree in
media education will be considered.
Westfield High School students
graduating in 2011 who are inter-
ested in becoming librarians, and
who have been employed at the
Westfield Memorial Library or who
have volunteered at the high school
library, also are invited to apply. All
applications must be submitted to
the library Scholarship Committee
no later than Friday, April 15.

Two Events For the Public
Set at Fanwood Museum

FANWOOD – The Fanwood His-
toric Preservation Commission will
kick off its 2011 series of events at
the Fanwood Museum with two pro-
grams. The museum is located on the
main floor of the historic Fanwood
Train Station, located at North and
North Martine Avenues. Built in 1874,
the station is the last remaining of its
kind in Union County of the Victo-
rian-style stations built by the New
Jersey Central Railroad.

Yola Chalabi, an experienced an-
tiques appraiser and owner of Win-
ter Hill Antiques in Scotch Plains,
will appear at the museum on Sun-
day, April 3, at 2 p.m. Fanwood
residents and other interested per-
sons may bring one or two of their
cherished treasures – such as a lamp,

pocket watch or an unusual piece of
pottery. Ms. Chalabi will evaluate
their history and estimate their value.

The Fanwood Historic Preservation
Commission will continue its series
“Memories of Fanwood” on Sunday,
May 1. Longtime local resident Ted
Bassman will appear at 2 p.m. at the
Fanwood Museum to speak about
growing up in Fanwood in the 1950s
and the development of the businesses
along Martine Avenue. Mr. Bassman’s
father owned a delicatessen on Martine
Avenue that was a popular gathering
spot. After graduating from Penn State
and serving in the Army, Mr. Bassman
returned to Fanwood and eventually
bought his parents’ house on Shady
Lane. He moved to Scotch Plains in
1981, where he lives today.

Barbara Uhr Is Exhibiting
Paintings Through March

WESTFIELD – The pastels of
Westfield artist Barbara Uhr will be
on exhibit at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library throughout this month.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

According to her profile on the
Contemporary Art Group’s website,
Ms. Uhr has “always sought a visual
medium to express and make sense of
the world within and around us.” The
original pastels currently exhibited
are “a very hands-on medium that I
have come to enjoy somewhat late in
my artistic development,” she said.

As an undergrad, Ms. Uhr ma-
jored in the fine arts, and her desire
to connect with and help others led
her to next obtain a Master of So-
cial Work degree.

She maintained her artistic en-
deavors with studies at the Art Stu-
dents League and the Parsons School
of Design in New York City. In re-
cent years, she has continued with
classes and workshops at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey, the duCret
School of Art and the Somerset Art
Association. She additionally has
participated in multiple area juried
and non-juried shows.

Ms. Uhr is a member of the
Westfield Art Association, the Vi-
sual Arts Center of New Jersey, the
Somerset Art Association, the
Watchung Art Center, the Pastel So-
ciety of New Jersey and the Con-

temporary Art Group.
The Westfield Memorial Library

is open Monday through Thursday,
9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Fridays and
Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Sundays, 1 to 5 p.m.

For more information about library
programs and services, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, sign up
on the website to receive the e-news-
letter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the
library for a copy of its quarterly news-
letter, “Take Note.”

Optimists to Recognize
‘Friend of Youth’

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield is seeking nominations
for its “Friend of Youth Award.” Each
year, the club honors a member of
the community who has shown par-
ticular devotion to nurturing the
healthy growth of young people with
this special recognition.

Members of the club review the
nominations and present the award
to a person who has given selflessly
in an effort to guide and develop
Westfield youth into mature and
responsible young adults.

Nominations may come directly
from a person who has either expe-
rienced first-hand or observed an
individual who may qualify. Nomi-
nations can be made by letter, which
should include a capsule biography
of the particular nominee, listing the
various accomplishments that may
qualify that person for the award.

All nominations are due by Sun-
day, May 15, 2011, and should be
sent to: Anne B. Grote, Project Di-
rector, 174 Lincoln Road, Westfield,
N.J. 07090. The winning nominee
will be honored at the Optimist din-
ner in June at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club in Westfield.

Patrick Hughes, 86, Active Parishioner;
Proprietor of Import/Export Company
Patrick Joseph Hughes, 86, of

Scotch Plains, N.J. died peacefully at
his home on Monday, March 21, 2011.

Pat was born in Athlone, County
Westmeath, Ireland on July 24, 1924.
He emigrated from Ireland to En-
gland with the Royal Air Force and
came to the United States in 1948. He
married his beloved Mary (Walsh) on
April 24, 1954 in Brooklyn, N.Y.
They would have been married for 57
years this coming April.

Pat was a parishioner of the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman Catho-
lic Church in Scotch Plains for 40-
plus years and was quite devout in his
faith. He was a past member of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians, Div. No.
3, Rahway, and was the proprietor of
Arcadia Express, Inc., a local import/
export company in Newark, N.J.

Pat is survived by his wife, Mary;
his daughter and son-in-law, Marie
and Hamid Oveissi; his daughter,
Patricia (Tish) Hughes; his son and
daughter-in-law, James and Chris-
tine Hughes, and his daughter and
son-in-law, Rosemary and Robert
Willcox, and 11 grandchildren,
Patrick (PJ) Christopher, Eoghan
Christopher, Aryana Oveissi, Kian
Oveissi, Pedram Oveissi, Sean

Hughes, Jillian Hughes, Arya Oveissi,
Kelly Hughes, Chloe Willcox and
Aidan Willcox. He is further sur-
vived by his two sisters, Kathleen
O’Brien and Rosemary Brown; his
sister and brother-in-law, Margaret
and Ben Hickey; nieces, nephews
and many other relatives.

A Funeral Mass will be held for Pat
today, Thursday, March 24, at 11 a.m.
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church, 1571 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. A viewing will precede the mass
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. For additional information
or to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

The family asks that, in lieu of
flowers or contributions, that people
donate to the victims of the Japanese
earthquake.

The family also would like to give
a special thank you to Pat’s two won-
derful caregivers, Anna Velasco and
Lia Saltkhutsishioili. Through their
kindness, love and support, our fa-
ther was able to live with dignity and
grace in his own home these past few
years.

March 24, 2011
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11000946

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-2656-09

Plaintiff: INVESTORS SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: DREJAJ RESIDENTIAL DEVEL-

OPMENT LLC
Sale Date: 04/06/2011
Writ of Execution: 04/30/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sixty
Five Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty Six and 66/
100*** $665,866.66.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, State of
New Jersey

Commonly known as: 193 Terrill Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No.: 2 on Block: 1
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 130 x 109
Nearest Cross Street: Midway Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien infor: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able. You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Fifteen Thou-
sand Six Hundred Fifty and 10/100***
$715,650.10 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-148437
4 T - 3/10, 3/17, 3/24
& 3/31/11 Fee: $171.36

‘History’s Wheels’ Is Due
Back at Hetfield House

Fashion Show-Auction
To Aid Mt. St. Mary
AREA – The Mercy Guild of

Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung will present its annual
fashion show and basket auction on
Sunday, April 3. This year’s theme
will be “A Trip to the Orient!”

The event will begin at 11 a.m. at
the Bridgewater Marriott and will
feature hundreds of prizes, among
them trips, shopping sprees, elec-
tronics, designer bags and jewelry.
Mount Saint Mary Academy stu-
dents will model the fashions, and
there also will be musical entertain-
ment featuring some of the students.

All proceeds will benefit the
school. Businesses are invited to
advertise in the event program,
which will be distributed to the ap-
proximately 500 attendees.

For tickets and more information,
contact Deirdre Gelinne at (908) 789-
1579 or deirdregelinne@gmail.com.

MOUNTAINSIDE – “History’s
Wheels, the second lap,” a local car
show, will be held on Sunday, April
10, from noon to 3 p.m. at the Hetfield
House, located on Constitution Plaza
in Mountainside. The Mountainside
Historic Preservation Committee will
sponsor this second annual event.

The suggested registration fee is $10

per car, and $3 per spectator. Children
may attend for free. Car registration
covers all passengers. All proceeds will
support Hetfield House activities.

A People’s Choice trophy will be
awarded, but there will be no formal
judging. “This is designed as a casual
car show, meant to be enjoyed as a
low-key sport, showing off the vari-
ety and splendor of classic automo-
biles,” said event organizer Don Jeka.
“If last year is any indication, we’ll
have over 30 cars on display.”

The People’s Choice winner in
2010 was the 1956 Studebaker owned
by Paul Commarato. Show vehicles
ranged from an elegant 1953 Bentley
to a 1972 Volkswagen bug. For more
information on the upcoming show,
visit mountainsidehistory.org.

Rosary Altar Society
Plans Baby Shower

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary
Altar Society of St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church,
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains, will host a baby
shower at its next meeting on Tues-
day, April 12, at 7:30 p.m. in the
school cafeteria.

The shower will benefit Raphael’s
Life House in Elizabeth, a non-profit
organization that helps young moth-
ers and their children.

Attendees are asked to bring gifts
appropriate for babies and children
from birth to two years to the meet-
ing. Baby toiletries such as sham-
poo and lotions, as well as diapers,
also would be appreciated. Refresh-
ments will be served. For further
information, call Ginger Rachko at
(908) 889-4105.

WCP Slates Auditions
For Talent Showcase
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Community Players (WCP) has an-
nounced it will hold auditions for its
Annual Talent Showcase to feature
local talent. WCP is located at 1000
North Avenue, West, in Westfield.

Auditions will be held on Sunday,
April 3, from 1 to 3 p.m. and Monday,
April 4, from 7 to 10 p.m. The perfor-
mance date is Saturday, June 11. All
types of talent are welcome, includ-
ing vocalists, instrumentalists, danc-
ers, comedians and others.

Individuals may complete an audi-
tion form by accessing
westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPtalentform.html. Proceeds from
the talent showcase will benefit
WCP’s Building Fund. WCP is a non-
profit community theater.

SERENE MOMENT…This painting
by Westfield artist Barbara Uhr is en-
titled “Serenity at Dawn.” Ms. Uhr will
exhibit her work at the Westfield Me-
morial Library through the end of this
month.

Pilgrim Church Plans
Spring Rummage Sale
AREA – The Pilgrim Congrega-

tional Church will hold its Spring
Fling Rummage Sale on Saturday,
April 9, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Fea-
tured will be clothes in good condi-
tion for children and adults; toys,
games and puzzles for children;
dishes and house wares; books, CDs
and DVDs; sporting goods; tools;
small furniture; small appliances;
linens; jewelry and boutique items.
There also will be a bake sale.

Pilgrim Congregational Church is
located at 105 Mountainview Road in
Warren. For directions, call (908) 903-
0929 or visit the church’s website,
pilgrimcongregationalchurch.org.
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Literature Leads to Awareness at Union Catholic

STAMP OF APPROVAL...Students from Union Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains pose in front of giant postage stamps they created to provide a visual
perspective on the great impact of African-Americans on American culture.

Quarter Dip Coming to
Terrill Middle School
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Terrill

Music Boosters will sponsor the
annual Quarter Dip on Thursday,
March 31, from 6 to 8 p.m. Attend-
ees will be treated to an evening of
music and dinner, where every-
thing to eat and drink is only 25
cents per serving. Music will be
provided by the Terrill Jazz Band.

All proceeds will benefit the
Terrill band program and will en-
able the program to obtain instru-
ments and sheet music, as well as
provide transportation to multiple
band competitions, cover entry fees
and experience band members
playing at a Somerset Patriots
game.

The event will be held at Terrill
Middle School, located on Terrill
Road in Scotch Plains.

Tickets will be available for pur-
chase at the door and quarters also
will be accepted. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-2432.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Throughout
the month of February, the
Multicultural Literature classes at
Union Catholic High School pro-
vided a visual perspective on the
great impact of African-Americans
on American culture. Each student
completed a research paper on Afri-
can-Americans who have been hon-
ored or recognized for accomplish-
ments in society, utilizing Union

Catholic’s online library sources.
Students were then asked to cre-

ate a postage stamp for the indi-
vidual they were researching to gen-
erate a visual component for the
project. The stamps were used for
the oral presentation section of the
project and then displayed at the
front entrance of the school to raise
awareness among the larger Union
Catholic community.

Westfield Adult School
Announces Spring Classes

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Adult School has begun its spring
2011 semester and has many new
class offerings, as well as many re-
turning favorites.

Whether someone wants to make
their own invitations on the com-
puter, learn Capoeira, an Afro-Bra-
zilian art form of dance and acrobat-
ics, learn how to create an appetiz-
ing cheese board, create some new
and easy entrées or bake some deli-
cious cookies, the school has some-
thing for everyone.

More than 100 classes are offered,
from one-session classes such as mak-
ing one’s own jewelry, learning great
side dishes and digital photography, to
a full semester of eight-week classes

to learn bridge, mahjong or learning to
play the guitar.

High-school students also are wel-
come to take classes at the Westfield
Adult School. Students may be par-
ticularly interested in State Certified
Driver Education, SAT and PSAT
preparation and Teen Yoga.

Individuals can view all courses
and register online at
WestfieldAdultSchool.com, which
accepts credit card payments. Par-
ticipants also may register by mail or
in person in the Westfield High School
main office on Monday evenings
throughout the semester, with pay-
ment by check or cash.

For additional information, call
(908) 232-4050.

St. Bart’s First Annual ‘Pot of Gold’
Family 5K Off to a Good Start

SCOTCH PLAINS – The “Pot of
Gold” First Annual Family 5K Run/
Walk was held at St. Bartholomew
Academy on March 12.

Over 450 adults and children from
the community participated in the event
that benefited the Academy. The race
was organized by a group of Academy
parents headed by Blanche Ryder.

Many Academy parents and stu-
dents, St. Bartholomew confirmation
candidates and Union Catholic stu-
dents volunteered their time to make
the event a success. They manned the
registration tables, provided warm-
up music, worked as course marshals
and helped serve the continental
breakfast after the race.

The main sponsors of the event were
P.M. Contracting and Al Gialanella
with Wells-Fargo Financial.

The event began with speeches
from Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool and Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Father John Paladino, the pas-
tor of St. Bartholomew’s, and the
Academy’s principal, Sister Eliza-
beth Calello. Jennifer Cherubini, a
cantor at St. Bartholomew’s, sang the
national anthem.

Race participants enjoyed a chal-
lenging course through the Borough
of Fanwood, which was kept safe by
the Fanwood Police Department un-
der the direction of Fanwood Chief
of Police Richard Trigo.

At the midpoint of the 5K race,
participants were offered water by
the St. Bartholomew Academy Daisy
Scout Troop. After the race, partici-
pants were welcomed into the
Academy’s gymnasium for a conti-
nental breakfast and an award cer-

emony.
The top three adult male finishers,

Matt Akers and Jerry Baglien of
Fanwood and Mike Novack of Scotch
Plains, received medals and gift cards.
The top three female finishers, Debby
Hall and Jennifer Simpson of
Westfield and Pam Cuneo of Scotch
Plains, also received medals and gift
cards. The top three St. Bartholomew
Academy students to finish were
Nicholas Stetin, grade 6; Kevin
Degnan, grade 5, and Giovanni
Ierardi, grade 6.

KEEPING THE PACE...Nicholas Stetin, pictured above, was the first St.
Bartholomew Academy student to cross the finish line, with a time of  24:30, in the
“Pot of Gold” First Annual Family 5K Run/Walk held at St. Bartholomew
Academy in Scotch Plains on March 12.

WHS Holds Forum On
Student Stress, Workload

By ABBIE GOLDRING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Parent Teacher
Student Organization (PTSO) of
Westfield held a meeting on March
16 to discuss student stress following
two recent screenings of the docu-
mentary Race to Nowhere at Westfield
High School (WHS). The documen-
tary focuses on the negative impact of
excessive workloads on students’
wellbeing.

PTSO President Peggy Oster ex-
plained that the PTSO’s goal was to
provide a forum for community mem-
bers to discuss how issues raised in
the movie relate to the Westfield
school system. WHS Principal Peter
Renwick explained that the discussion
would provide an opportunity to exer-
cise the district’s commitment to stu-
dent wellness. Attendees, who were
divided into three groups for facili-
tated breakout sessions, included stu-
dents, teachers, parents and guidance
counselors.

“After seeing Race to Nowhere and
experiences with my own kids, I wanted
to try to take some action because I
saw an increase in the stress level in
their lives, which did not seem healthy
to me,” Andrea Aronson, who has a
child in high school, stated regarding
her decision to take part in the forum.

Major issues discussed were
sources of student stress, the pres-
sures associated with college admis-

sions, the variety in students’
workloads because of differing
schedules, and the necessity for
teachers to cover a large amount of
material.

“Within my group, among the stu-
dents, I think we all agreed that the
major source of stress came from
college [applications]. We live in a
really competitive area and every-
thing we do comes back to the fact
that yet another activity has the poten-
tial to boost our résumés,” Krysta
Huber, a junior at WHS, said.

“I feel like this meeting is a great
jumping off point...It’s really impor-
tant to keep communication open be-
tween parents, students and teachers,
as we all don’t have the same perspec-
tive on things.”

The forum was facilitated by a
Homework Committee, which
evolved after Principal Renwick in-
vited parents to discuss the issues
highlighted in Race to Nowhere. Af-
ter several meetings among inter-
ested parents, faculty and staff, the
committee expanded its focus from
the role of homework to overall
causes of student stress. Another
major issue discussed was block
scheduling and its advantages.

The committee plans to compare
the groups’ results from the meeting
and facilitate more discussions in the
future in order to suggest a plan of
action.
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Boston University
Announces Dean’s List

BOSTON, MASS. – The follow-
ing local residents recently were
named to the Dean’s List at Boston
University for the fall semester.

Students recognized for this honor
include: Lisa R. Bloom, of Scotch
Plains; Sarah D. Brumfield, of Scotch
Plains, and Adam F. DiBattista, of
Fanwood.

Saint Peter’s ‘Student Spirit
Award’ Given to BJ Giannone

MOUNTAINSIDE – B.J. Giannone
was awarded a Saint Peter’s Prepara-
tory School  (Prep) Spirit Award post-
humously at a school-wide assembly
in Jersey City on February 8. Spirit
Awards were instituted by John
Browning, SJ, in 1981 and recognize
those in the community who lead by
example and exemplify for the com-
munity what it means to be a true
“man for others.”

B.J., who died suddenly after a
swim meet on January 31, was called
“one who shines like few others that
have walked our halls, and whose
spirit drives us to be better men and
women for others,” by Prep Principal
James C. DeAngelo, as he presented
the award to Maureen and Bill
Giannone, B.J.’s parents. Mr.
DeAngelo added, “His good nature
and positive humor made even the
toughest situations he faced seem
manageable.”

B.J. co-founded the Society of
Comedic Appreciation, participated
in baseball and swimming, the Italian
Exchange, and was an officer in
Marauder Nation, Prep’s spirit club.
He wrote for the newspaper and the
yearbook and served as an intern for
“Marauder Radio,” assisting in the
broadcast of Prep football and hockey
games. He was a member of the

Campus Ministry Team and served
as a Big Brother and Emmaus Leader,
and participated in and led many
retreats.

Bill Giannone said of his son, “This
is one of the greatest honors he could
receive, since he took such pride in
his school and loved being part of
Marauder Nation. He felt it was very
important to communicate his love
of Saint Peter’s to the younger
students at Prep.”

MAN FOR OTHERS…Maureen
Giannone with her son, B.J., at the
Saint Peter’s Preparatory School Fall
2010 Fashion Show.

Nominations Welcomed for Annual
Philhower Fellowship Award

WESTFIELD – Ray Kostyack,
president of the Rotary Club of
Westfield, has announced that Fri-
day, April 8, is the deadline for nomi-
nations for the 19th annual Charles
Philhower Fellowship award, desig-
nated for a full-time elementary
teacher in the Westfield Public
Schools.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens, students and
Westfield public-school staff mem-
bers and should be addressed to:
Charles Philhower Fellowship Com-
mittee of the Westfield Rotary Club,
c/o Office of the Superintendent of
Schools, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090, or e-mailed to:
rotaryphilhower@westfieldnjk12.org.

 Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The teacher must be a
full-time faculty member in grades
kindergarten through fifth in the
Westfield Public Schools for a mini-
mum of five years. The Fellowship
recipient is honored at a Rotary lun-
cheon and receives a grant to further
professional growth or to enhance
classroom activities for students.

 The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor
Westfield Rotarian and School Su-
perintendent Charles Philhower. Mr.
Philhower, who died in 1962, was

Supervising Principal (Superinten-
dent) of Westfield Public Schools for
30 years – from 1917 to 1947 – and
was president of the Westfield Rotary
Club in 1929-1930. As Rotary presi-
dent, he instituted the club’s annual
scholarship awards to graduating
Westfield students.

 Members of the Selection Com-
mittee will include two Rotarians, two
elementary-school principals and a
past Philhower recipient. Past
Philhower Fellowship recipients in-
clude Diana Collins, Karen Geddis,
Catherine McGarry, Michael Burgess,
Karen Yula, Mary Dura, Stacie
DeChristopher, Michele Moise, Carole
Kling, Anna Jane Sabbagh, Trista Pol-
lard, Eva Morton, Angela LaCarrubba,
Claudia Andreski, Bette Tuthill, Carol
Joyce, Carol A. Mastroianni and Su-
san Feldman Glick.

Westfield High School
Events for The Week
Thursday, March 24 – Finkel

Fundraiser at Inspire Gifts and Crafts,
421 South Avenue, West, noon to 6
p.m.; Student Council Sports Tourna-
ment – Varsity Gym – 7 to 10 p.m.

Friday, March 25 – Finkel
Fundraiser at Inspire Gifts and Crafts,
noon to 6 p.m.

Saturday, March 26 – Deadline for
Optimist Club scholarship applica-
tions.

Fairfield University
Announces Dean’s List

FAIRFIELD, CONN. – Fairfield
University has announced that the
following local residents have been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2010 semester:

Colin Callahan, a resident of
Westfield, a senior studying in the
Dolan School of Business; George
Cornell, a resident of Westfield, a se-
nior studying in the College of Arts
and Sciences; Emma DiGiovine, a
resident of Cranford, a freshman study-
ing in the College of Arts and Sci-
ences; Alex Kaczmarek, a resident of
Berkeley Heights, a senior studying in
the Dolan School of Business; Ashli
Kravarik, a resident of Cranford, a
junior studying in the College of Arts
and Sciences; John Kropa, a resident
of Cranford, a sophomore studying in
the College of Arts and Sciences;
Connor Leahey, a resident of Cranford,
a sophomore studying in the Dolan
School of Business; John Meagher, a
resident of Westfield, a senior study-
ing in the Dolan School of Business;
Nicole Molle, a resident of Cranford,
a junior studying in the College of Arts
and Sciences, and Julia Spiridigliozzi,
a resident of Westfield, a freshman
studying in the College of Arts and
Sciences.

To be selected for the Dean’s List, a
student must attain a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.5, of a possible 4.0.

Hartford University
Announces Dean’s List

WEST HARTFORD, CONN. –
The University of Hartford has an-
nounced its Dean’s List for fall 2010.

Allison V. Barba of Westfield is
among those students named to the
Dean’s List for fall 2010.

Dong Graduates From
Boston University

BOSTON, MASS. – Boston Uni-
versity awarded academic degrees
to 1,550 students in January 2011.
Among the graduates was Suwei
Dong of Scotch Plains,who re-
ceived a Doctor of Philosophy in
Chemistry.
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At Union Catholic High School weʼre proud of our heritage of high academic standards and exceptional

graduation rates. But our faith-based environment offers students something even more important—an

education in values. 

Every day our students learn about responsibility, respect for others and themselves, compassion for

those less fortunate, the honor of an honest life, and how these values enrich a community. 

Weʼre proud to help our students succeed at all that God calls them to be. 

SPRING 
OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday 
April 13th • 7:00 PM

Compassion • Honesty • Responsibility • Respect • Community 

A UC education teaches more than academics. 

www.unioncatholic.org • 908-889-1600 ext. 302 • 1600 Martine Ave. • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
A quality education in a faith-based environment. 

RIVERA, SCALFARO SELECTED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Baseball Raiders Return Just
One Starter From Last Year

MURRAY, KERR, YOUNGER ARE RETURNING STARTERS

Blue Devil Baseballers Have
Plenty of Pitchers, New Faces

PORCH, HAWKINS, MURPHY, VAN EPP, EDWARDS TO LEAD

Lady Blue Devils Have Strong
Senior Class in Track & Field

HENRY, REILLY, LIZMI, TOOLEY, NOONAN, CRONEN TO LEAD

Blue Devil Track Boys Seek
‘New Blood’ to Fill Vacancies

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors AJ Murray, Danny Kerr
and Tim Younger will be the only
familiar faces in the starting lineup
for this year’s Westfield High School
baseball team, so plenty of new faces
will be seen on the varsity field.

“We graduated some good players.
Our whole outfield graduated. All
four of them hit over .325. All four of
them were big-time contributors. We
lost an outstanding second baseman
in Max Fusaro, and Aiden Scanlon
was our ace on the mound. And you
can’t forget Robbie Anderson,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

Last year, the Blue Devils were
denied their 13th UCT title when
Cranford pulled off a 6-5, come-from-

behind victory, but in the sectional
quarterfinals, they scored three runs
in the bottom of the 12th inning to
defeat Hillsborough, 7-6, before fall-
ing to Bridgewater-Raritan and fin-
ishing with an 18-9 record.

Co-Captain/first baseman Kerr,
who will play for Brown University
next year, will bat cleanup. Co-Cap-
tain/catcher Murray, heading to Geor-
gia Tech next year, will bat in the
number 3 spot, and shortstop Younger
will be the leadoff batter.

“He led the team in home runs and
RBI last year and batting average,”
Coach Brewster said of Kerr. “AJ
Murray was right behind him in ev-
eryone of those categories. We got a
shortstop back, a first baseman back
and a catcher back, which is a pretty

good start.”
Filling in the vacated varsity posi-

tions should, however, be a relatively
smooth transition since, “Our JV team
has won the county championship
two consecutive years, and we have
been to the finals three consecutive
years, and each one of them was a
tight pitchers’ duel. The big thing is
that we were there against three dif-
ferent teams. I expect us to be able to
do as well, because each year we just
fit in three or four new pieces and go
from there,” Coach Brewster said.

Junior speedster/centerfielder
James O’Rourke will bat second.
O’Rourke is also expected to be a
relief pitcher. Junior leftfielder Matt
Varakian, who will bat fifth, accord-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Working out the right combination
offensively and defensively will be
an enormous task for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team that graduated all but one
individual from last year’s starting
lineup. Although the Raiders do have
several seniors on the squad, only
one, Co-Captain Marcus Rivera, was
a varsity starter.

“We are not so much young as
inexperienced. We are going to have
four to five seniors in the lineup, but
only one has any experience at the
varsity level,” Raider Head Coach

Tom Baylock explained. “We have
some seniors, who understand that
this is their last year. There is no next
year for them. They need to work
hard and know what it takes to com-
pete at a higher level.”

With the exception of one position,
every position is up for grabs, and the
seniors will have to compete with
hungry underclassmen if they want
to break into the starting lineup.

“We have a lot of positions that are
up for grabs. There are not any posi-
tions that have been awarded yet, ex-
cept for Marcus, who is a four-year
starter,” Coach Baylock pointed out.
“We tell the kids they are competing

every day. If you are outworking the
other person, you are going to get the
job. This could be an ongoing situa-
tion all year. Hopefully, by competing
for jobs, it will help us in the long run.”

Even Rivera, who had played third
base, had to adjust to a new position
in the infield.

“Over the summer, we had him at
second. We thought we had a younger
guy, who could handle shortstop. The
first couple of games it wasn’t gel-
ling. Five or six games in, we moved
Marcus to shortstop. Everything
clicked, and we went on our winning
streak,” Coach Baylock explained.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior strength in numbers could
spell success for this year’s Westfield
High School girls track & field team.
Additionally, the Lady Blue Devils
have five proven athletes as team
captains with Ashley Edwards, Alex
Hawkins, Jen Porch, Alexis Murphy
and Sirena Van Epp.

“I have a lot of seniors this sea-
son...20 to be exact, which is fantas-
tic,” commented Blue Devil Head
Coach Jen Buccino.

Edwards gained statewide fame
when she crossed eighth in the 400
meters with a time of 58.12 at the
Meet of Champions. Edwards also
anchored the 4x400 relay team that
won the event at the Union County
Tournament (UCT) last year. She may

also compete in some sprinting events.
“Edwards set a new record in the

55-meter dash and 400 this winter.
She ran 59.33 and it was not the best
season for training, especially for
sprinters, so we have high expecta-
tions for this spring. She is really
focused and working very hard to
drop her time even more,” Coach
Buccino explained.

Murphy will compete in the sprints
and hurdles, while Hawkins is ex-
pected to garner team points in the
high jump. Porch will be strong in the
middle distances and jumping events,
and Van Epp will contribute team
points in the sprints, jumping events
and hurdles.

In the senior class, Astrid Adriaens
and Emma Franks are looking solid
in the middle distance events. Soccer

star Hannah Kronick proved her worth
last year in the sprints. This season,
she plans to add more events.

“[She is] looking great in pole vault
as well. [She] ran winter track for the
first time this year, and that has helped
her off to a great start this year,”
Coach Buccino said.

Another soccer star, Sam Costello,
will compete in the sprints and possi-
bly the throwing events. Costello also
ran indoor track this past winter.

“[It is] her first season out and she
is looking tough,” Coach Buccino
noted.

Also in her first year of competing
in track, Livy Dunham, according to
Coach Buccino is “on her way to a
bright season in the pole vault.”

The Blue Devils have a host of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

New blood will be needed to fill
some vacancies, but this year’s
Westfield High School boys track &
field team has a large reservoir for
selection to blend in with the large
number of returning veterans, who
were members of the team that won
the Union County Championship and
placed second at the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 championship
last year.

“We have a couple of injuries, so
we will have to work through that.
We are trying to identify kids in events
where kids have graduated,” Blue

Devil Head Coach Jack Martin said.
“The winter didn’t give us a lot of
time to evaluate, because the weather
was so bad, and we missed out on a
lot of meets.”

One very identifiable individual is
senior Jon Henry, who finished fifth
in the 400 meters at the Meet of
Champions last year. Henry, along
with Zach Lizmi, TJ Noonan, Will
Cronen, Sam Tooley and Bryan Reilly
have been named team captains.

“Jon has a hamstring injury from
the winter, so we are trying to get him
healthy,” Coach Martin said.

Last year, Henry also placed first
in the 800 meters and second in the

400 meters at the sectional meet, and
he was on the winning 4x400 relay
team but three of the foursome had
graduated, so “we have some new
blood, so we will see what happens.
When you have a big team, you can
always find new blood to fill in those
gaps,” Coach Martin said.

Some of the candidates in the new
blood pool for the 400 meters are:
Jake Vergara, football standout
Garrett Pryor, Jason Isbit and Alex
Hay.

The Blue Devils have some new
and old blood in the distance events,
and all are talented. Senior Andrew
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TEAM CAPTAINS…Veteran seniors AJ Murray, left, and Danny Kerr have been selected as the Blue Devils’
baseball team captains. Murray, a catcher, and Kerr, a first baseman, will provide plenty of offensive artillery this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER BASEBALL SENIORS…The Raiders graduated all but one baseball player from last year’s starting lineup but
do return seven seniors. Pictured, left to right, are: Ryan Haggerty, Kyle Berwick and Marcus Rivera; back row, John
Howarth, Sean Reilly, Connor Thompson and Anthony Scalfaro.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BALANCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP…The Blue Devil boys track team have a well-balanced squad. The team captains,
pictured, left to right, are: front row; Sam Tooley, Jon Henry and Zach Lizmi; back row, Bryan Reilly, T.J. Noonan and
Will Cronen.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LADY BLUE DEVILS CAPTAINS…The Blue Devil girls track team have a strong senior class. The team captains, pictured,
left to right, are: Jen Porch, Alex Hawkins, Ashley Edwards, Sirena Van Epp and Alexis Murphy.

Football Pro Peyton Manning
Birthday March 24, 1976
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Over the summer, Coach Baylock
searched for the right combination
that would eventually steer his team in
the right direction. He relied on sev-
eral players from last year’s JV team
that finished 18-2, losing to Westfield
in the county championship.

“They have been to the final four
the last two years. They know how to
win. Now, it’s just taking it and doing
it at the next level against the best
competition,” he said.

The road, however, was a little rocky
in the beginning before it began to
become smooth.

“Over the summertime, we started
out slowly and made key mistakes.
As the season went on, we started
correcting those mistakes, and I be-
lieve we won 10 of our last 11 games.
We are hoping that experience will
carry over,” Coach Baylock said.

Senior Kyle Berwick and junior
Ryan Henkels have been competing
for the catcher’s position. Junior An-
thony Krajcsik may also see some
time behind the plate.

“Both guys are neck-and-neck.
Both guys have a quality that the
other one doesn’t have. Each day, it
will be who is working harder, and
who is going to earn the right to be
back there,” Coach Baylock said.

Presently senior John Howarth and
sophomore James D’Angelo appear
to be the top-two pitchers.

“John Howarth we sent down to JV
last year to get work done. He had
some things he had to correct. He
wound up having a great year. Now,

he’s throwing the ball really well.
D’Angelo is a kid, who has a ton of
potential. He’s a big kid. He’s still
growing. He’s going to be one of the
premier pitchers in the county by the
time it is all said and done when he is
a senior,” Coach Baylock said.

Senior Sean Reilly, Rivera, junior
Brett Kovacs and sophomore Kevin
Raszka will also spend some time on
the mound. Reilly and junior Luke
Mineo are candidates for first base,
while Raszka and junior Joe Schmitz
have been vying for the third base
position. Junior Frank Degnan and
sophomore Christian Zazzali have
been working at second base. Senior
Co-Captain Anthony Scalfaro and
D’Angelo will occupy leftfield. Se-
nior Connor Thompson will be in
centerfield, and senior Ryan Haggerty
will play right field.

Although the batting lineup has not
been carved in stone, Scalfaro may be
the leadoff batter followed by Raszka,
Rivera and Haggerty. Henkels may
bat fifth, followed by D’Angelo,
Reilly, Schmitz and Thompson until
further evaluations have been made.

The Raiders do have some team
speed for agitating opposing pitchers
while they are on the base paths.

“Christian Zazzali can run. Marcus
is a very smart runner, Scalfaro,
Connor Thompson, we have four or
five guys, who can run,” Commented
Coach Baylock.

The Raiders will open at home
against Westfield on Friday, April 1,
at 4 p.m.

Kirna, Zach Lizmi, junior Jack Leahy,
Kevin Smith, John Kirna and David
Carville are capable of competing in
the 1,600 and 3,200 meters. Last year,
Andrew Kirna placed fourth in the
3,200 at the county meet. Last year,
Lizmi finished fifth and Leahy crossed
sixth in the 1,600 at the county meet.

“We are pretty decent. We have a
wide range of grades. It’s not just
seniors. We have freshmen and sopho-
mores in the mix. We are looking not
only to score points but also to get
some really fast times,” Coach Mar-
tin pointed out.

Tooley, Kevin Ingram and Jason
Isbit will compete in the 800 meters.
Last year, Tooley finished fifth in the
event at the county meet.

Bob Ciardullo, Kyle Star, Bjorn
Charlery, Alex Jedrus and Brendan
Dugan will compete in the 100 and
200 meters. As with the 4x400 relay,
the distance medley relay and sprint

medley relay, candidates have yet to
be determined.

Mike Depaola, who placed fifth in
the high jump at the county meet last
year, and Chris Jimenez, also a long
jumper, are expected to be the top
Blue Devils in the event. Depaola and
Pryor are expected to compete in the
triple jump. Cronen will compete in
the shot put, and Noonan will com-
pete in the javelin.

Presently, John Stelmach and Joe
Rinaldi are the Blue Devils’ top-two
pole vaulters in a vast field, which
also includes Matt Gordner.

“The pole vault is one of our stron-
gest events. We have about 15-16
kids down there. The winter we didn’t
have the chance to jump a lot, so we
are trying to get some more repeti-
tions in the practices. Fortunately,
they have been out there three, four
days a week jumping,” Coach Martin
said.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007, 2008 & 2010

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007, 2008 & 2010

Coldwell Banker 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
WESTFIELD EAST

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM
633 NORWOOD DRIVE, WESTFIELD

Pristine and updated custom home offers ideal location in a quiet Westfield neighborhood near 
Tamaques Park.  This fine four bedroom home boasts a spacious eat-in Kitchen, two full bathrooms, 
stunning fireplace exposed on all sides, Recreation room, hardwood floors & central air.  
                                                                                                                           Offered for $489,000

COLEMAN ESTATES:  Under Construction Now!!  3,000 + square feet of living space on nearly a quarter acre
property. This fine quality five bedroom, two full and two half bath residence offers a flowing floor plan, finished
with the Buontempo luxury millwork, gourmet kitchen, beautiful baths , a full basement and a finished attic
suite. (STILL TIME TO PICK YOUR OWN KITCHEN AND BATHS). $1,099,000.
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Blue Devil Baseballers Have
Pllenty of Pitchers, New Faces
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ing to Coach Brewster, “had a great
summer last year, and he’s got a great
chance hitting behind AJ and Danny
Kerr that will allow him to get a lot of
fastballs. The rest of the batting order
will depend on how well the people
are playing.”

Possible designated hitters are se-
nior John Randazzo or Willy Riggs,
who may see action in the outfield.
Seniors Steve Forgash will see time
in the outfield, and Matt Rivera will
play third base and pitch. James Barry

will play second base.
“I am also looking for some contri-

butions off the bench from [junior]
Mike Coletta as a hitter. I am also
looking at [juniors] Brett Ryan and
Jon Gribbin playing in the infield and
playing a lot in there, because two or
three of our infielders also pitch, so
we are going to need depth there. The
two of them can play anywhere in the
infield, and they are also pitching,”
said Coach Brewster, who added,
“One of the encouraging things is we
got a lot of pitchers this year, and they
all look solid.”

The four key pitchers are seniors
Justin White, Jack Archambault and
Rivera, along with Ryan. Juniors Mike
Mondon and Gribbin, who both did
well at the JV level last year, will also
be in the rotation.

“That’s a good start. Reliever wise,
we are looking at [senior] Justin
Erickson, James O’Rourke and CJ
Meyer, an outstanding hockey player,”
Coach Brewster expressed.

Coach Brewster believes that his
team will be able to amp it up on the
base paths this season.

“I think overall, we have a lot of
team speed. Being an ex-catcher, I
know what speed can do to a team,
and I want to establish the fact that we
can run. We are going to try to run as
much as we possibly can. It puts fear
in a team,” he said.

But looking at base running from
the defensive side, Coach Brewster
said, “One of the things that we have
been working on is keeping runners
close, and with a catcher like AJ, all we
have to do is keep them close and we
got a good shot to throw people out.”

The Blue Devils will leap into the
fire immediately with their season
opener at Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
April 1, followed by Old Bridge,
Hillsborough, Union, Cranford,
Bridgewater-Raritan and Monroe
within the first two weeks.

“The fact that we have nine kids,
who can throw, I think will be very
beneficial for us. They will get a lot of
work, and we will see who is really
good, and who is going to be con-
tributors,” Coach Brewster said.

talent in the distance events (1,600
and 3,200) and Alyssa Hatch, Shan-
non Mooney and Ellie Tanji, who ran
her first winter track season this year
and is looking strong the spring, plan
to continue reaping team points.

With reference to the juniors,
Sophia DeVita is a veteran sprinter,
hurdler and jumper. Amanda
Marcotullio, a veteran sprinter, hur-
dler and middle distance runner, was
part of the UCT winning 4x400 relay
team with Edwards.

“We are a work in progress regard-
ing the 4x400. Van Epp is in full
swing again. Last year she was nurs-
ing an injury, and she had helped set
the relay record prior to last year’s
record. Then we have Hannah
Kronick, Amanda Marcotullio and

two rookies, Anna Simon [sopho-
more] and Sophia Goldschmidt
[freshman] as possibilities,” Coach
Buccino said.

Junior Kaitlyn Johnson, who ran
winter for the first time this year, had
a great indoor season in the 800 meters
and is expected to test the water in the
pole vault.

Sophomore Alex Kapadia has re-
turned to compete in the pole vault.
Meghan Reilly has been looking very
solid in the javelin. Freshman Jeanette
Cuisana, who had a great cross-coun-
try season, has been looking very
strong as a middle distance runner.
Goldschmidt, who had a strong win-
ter season, is looking to contribute in
the sprints. Gabby Stravach has had
strong workouts in the sprints.

OPEN HOUSE ~ SUNDAY, MARCH 27TH ~ 1-4 PM 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 
NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2010 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated. 

           For over 200 years, this historic treasure has watched Westfield grow and 
mature.  The beautiful grounds of nearly 3/4 acre that greet you on your  arrival 
are just part of the warmth of the wonderful 9 room “Scudder House”, built 
circa 1790. Lovingly updated without compromising charm and character, and 
featuring period millwork, 2 fireplaces, updated kitchen and baths,  newer roof, 
windows, furnace and CAC, and a veranda style screened porch stretching 
across the back of the house overlooking the rear gardens, this beautiful home 
is, quite simply, timeless.  It is wonderfully private, yet close to Westfield’s fine 
schools, shopping, and commuter transportation.  If you ever wanted to own a 
piece of history, this is your chance!         Offered at $799,900. 

841 East Broad Street, Westfield 

David B. Corbin (2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THE BEST…Blue Devil Ashley Edwards gained statewide fame when
she crossed eighth in the 400 meters with a time of 58.12 at the Meet of Champions.

David B. Corbin (2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TURNING ON THE BURNERS…Blue Devil Jon Henry finished fifth in the 400
meters at the Meet of Champions last year.
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WALANO IS BEHIND PLATE, TROTTER AT SHORTSTOP

Cougar Nine Return Wealth
Of Talent & Strong Pitching

OLIVER FINISHED S.P.F. CAREER WITH 1,150 POINTS

Raider Boys Had Turnaround
Hoops Season, Finished 20-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Coming off a 7-17 season in 2010, it
was doubtful that anybody would have
expected this season’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team to be a 20-game winner.

But the Raiders finished 20-9, won
their first two games in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) before
falling to national power St. Patrick’s
and advanced to the semifinals of the
North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 Tour-
nament. The last time the Raiders
won 20 or more games was in 2008

when they won the sectional title and
finished 23-8.

The Raiders had several big wins
this season, but the victories over St.
Benedict’s Prep (62-55), Roselle
Catholic in Roselle (59-56) and host
Newark East Side in the second round
of the sectionals were the most note-
worthy.

“It’s only the second time that we’ve
won 20 games. We got good wins
against Benedict, Roselle Catholic
and East Side. It was a great bunch of
kids, who worked hard from last sum-
mer on to come back off that 7-17

team last year,” Raider Head Coach
Dan Doherty said. “We had a good
mix of seniors, juniors and even a
sophomore.”

One of the most exciting games
was against rival Westfield in the UCT
first round when senior Charles Oliver
sank five crucial 3-pointers to guide
the Raiders to a come-from-behind
victory.

“It was exciting game, since we
didn’t play them up to that point. It
was a great comeback,” Coach
Doherty said.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Much will be expected from this
year’s Cranford High School base-
ball team that has returned five start-
ers and both pitching aces from last
year’s team that captured the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title, the
North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 title
and the NJSIAA Group 3 champion-
ship to finish 26-5.

Last year, the Cougars literally spun
straw into gold, especially on the
base paths where they turned little
opportunities into huge successes. To
duplicate such a successful season,
every little opportunity must be ex-
ploited again.

“We are trying to work out some
kinks. We are hoping to get better
each day and get ready for the first
day. Obviously this year, we are go-
ing to try to take advantage of any-
thing we think we can do well. We do
have a couple of kids who can hope-
fully steal some bases,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey said. “We
tell the kids that everyone in the lineup
has to be able to steal bases and have
to be able to run the bases well or we
will find somebody who does it better
than them. It is something that
Cranford takes great pride in.”

Two veterans who were quite ca-
pable of taking an inch and stretching
it into a mile last year, seniors Sean

Trotter and Eric Walano, are expected
to give opposing pitchers fits once
again. Walano, a catcher who played
right field to strengthen the team de-
fense last year, batted .410, was a
terror on the bases with 15 stolen
bases, and he scored the winning run
in the 6-5 victory over Westfield in
the UCT championship game. Walano
will reassume his original position as
catcher this season.

“Eric is a very gifted student ath-
lete. He is an all-state athlete in three
sports. He is as hard of a working
person, who you will ever meet,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

Trotter, a shortstop, had a .360 bat-
ting average (BA), swiped 18 bases,
drew 14 walks and was hit five times.
Filling the vacancy left by Rob
Ghiretti at second base will be se-
niors Chris Nicastro and Eric
Garguilo, who according to Coach

McCaffrey, “have worked extremely
hard. We are hoping that one of the
two of them can take that spot and
make things happen. Up the middle
you want to be strong. We want to
make it that we only give them three
outs in an inning. Sean Trotter has
been our shortstop for two years and
he is a proven player in our program.”

Of the remaining returning start-
ers, senior Greg Matlosz, a desig-
nated hitter who led the team with 36
RBI, finished with a .397 BA last
year, will play first base. Senior Mark
Osofsky, who had a .382 BA, 30 RBI,
25 runs scored last year, will occupy
leftfield. Junior Vinny Colineri may
also play leftfield. Sophomore Sean
Feeney, who had the right stuff to
finish with a .435 BA and had several
key hits come tournament time, will
remain at third base.

“I am hoping that we are produc-
tive in every at-bat in RBI situations,
that we put the ball in play and reduce
any poor at-bats,” Coach McCaffrey
said.

Senior Justin Van Ostenbridge, a
third baseman, is also expected to
spend some time on the mound.
Sophomores Andrew DeFrancesco
and Ryan Williamson may be seen in
centerfield. Seniors Dan Cuoto and
Brian Zamorski will play right field,
and senior AJ Janette is expected to

David B. Corbin (February files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIGURING OUT HOW TO HANDLE THE PRESSURE…Raider Ian Johnson, left, tries to figure out how to escape the
pressure of Blue Devil Keegan Hess in the Union County first-round game in Rahway on February 16.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
jayne.bernstein@gmail.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

711 East Broad Street, Westfield                                                        $899,000
Stunning, beautifully renovated 10 room, 4 BR, 2 ½ bath Colonial offers a gracious entry Foyer; Living Room w/fplc. &
crown molding; a sunken formal Dining Room; a wonderful Center Island Kitchen which opens to the Family Room; a 1st
floor Laundry, Powder Room & Office w/custom built-in’s. Upstairs, you’ll find a MBR with walk-in closet & private bath
+ 3 additional Bedrooms & a Main Bath. Other amenities include: CAC & hardwood floors. Nestled on a magnificently
landscaped property with custom lighting, sprinkler system and mahogany open front porch. Convenient to town, park
and Wilson School. Dir: on E. Broad Street, near N. Chestnut St.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 27th • 1-4 PM

Search for homes
from your cell phone!

Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent, Westfield Office 2006-2010
#1 Listing Agent, Westfield Office 2004-2010

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

544 Lenox Avenue, Westfield $1,375,000
Elegant & stately 5 BR, 3 ½ bath CH Colonial beautifully updated & maintained. Formal LR w/fplc & built-ins. Formal DR, Expansive FR w/cathedral
ceiling, fplc & study alcove. Center Island Kitchen, MBR suite w/sitting rm./BR & en-suite bath; 3rd floor retreat w/rec. room, BR & full bath. Central
Air, alarm system, 1st floor audio system, hardwood floors, detailed moldings, professional landscaped grounds w/fenced back yard, patio, covered side
porch & 2 car garage, are just a few of the many notable features of this classic home. Great location – close to town & NYC transportation.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: Marymachomes@aol.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield - Gracious Colonial set on a knoll and located in a highly desirable tree-lined neighborhood just blocks from Wilson School.
Brimming with charm, the first floor offers a tastefully appointed living room, warmed by a wood-burning fireplace, boasting chestnut trim
and hardwood flooring. A banquet sized dining room, accented by cove and chair rail moldings, will host your most memorable celebrations.
The family room features a vaulted ceiling with paddle fan and a wall of built-in bookcases. Sunny office overlooks the serene backyard and
accesses the outdoor deck. Updated eat-in kitchen comprised of an abundance of cabinetry, decorative subway tile backsplash and Silestone
counters. Four generously sized bedrooms (including a master with a private sitting room/office), two full and one half baths complete this
lovingly cared for home. Amenities include a freshly painted exterior, newer roof, furnace, walkways and driveway. Conveniently located within
close proximity to award winning downtown shopping and NYC commuter transportation. Offered at $715,000.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, March 27th  1-4 PM • 721 Crescent Parkway

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 

 Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
 908-233-6417, Direct  
 NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010 

The renown Maple Hill Farms section of Scotch Plains is where you’ll find this sunny 
Center Hall Colonial. Embraced by majestic trees, this superb home brims with traditional 
details, recent updates and a gracious flow. Hardwood floors, classic moldings, and nu-
merous windows craft a beguiling interior. The inviting foyer opens to the cordial living 
room, formal dining room and updated kitchen. Warmed by a fireplace framed by built-
ins, the family room adjoins the kitchen. The second floor boasts a generous master suite 
with updated bath, two more sizable bedrooms and another updated bath. Adding to the 
allure of this home is a rec room, a wonderful backyard with Trex deck, and a convenient 
location, close to commuter transportation and splendid parks. Presented for $695,000. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See Cranford baseball
preview and other stories
on the Cranford Online
Sports section of The
Westfield Leader –
goleader.com

*****
Click “Cranford Sports”

at bottom of page

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Cougar Nine Return Wealth of Talent, Pitching
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Raider Boys Had Turnaround Season in Hoops
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Oliver, not only had the ability to
bang the 3-pointers, but he also could
drive to the basket, roll in the lay-ups,
draw fouls or pass off to an open
teammate. When he was fouled, he
was deadly from the charity line. This
season, he averaged 21.8 points-per-
game (ppg), three assists per game
and 5.6 rebounds per game. He fin-
ished his high school career with 1,150
points.

“Charles Oliver is one of the best
players in the county. He clicked on
threes [3-pointers]. This year he
turned into an all-around basketball
player. He started to handle the ball
better. He gets to the foul line. He’s
tough to stop, especially when he’s
on shooting. A Division 1 player, he
has four scholarship offers [Rider,
Iona, Mount St. Mary’s, St. Francis,
Pa.],” Coach Doherty said.

When it came to free throws, not
just Oliver but also the entire starting
five became quite proficient hitting
the mark toward the end of the sea-
son.

“We worked on that a lot in prac-
tice. It’s easy points, being aggres-
sive, attacking the basket! That’s more
of our inside game,” Coach Doherty
explained. “Get to the line and make

the easy baskets that way!”
Along with Oliver, senior Patrick

Dougher had the eye to sink large
quantities of 3-pointers. As a team,
the Raiders totaled 172 3-pointers.
Dougher averaged 12 ppg, but he also
was a formidable defensive player.

“He is an excellent 3-point shooter,
so if you left him alone, he would hit
the shot. He wouldn’t force the issue.
Always rebounding and probably our
best defender! He always covered the
other team’s best player,” Coach
Doherty said. “In the Benedict’s game,
he had three straight threes that got us
back into the game.”

Junior forward Matt Jegede became
the “Chairman of the Boards.” Not
only did he average nine ppg, but he
also averaged 8.7 rebounds per game.
He had eight games this season where
he had double/doubles.

“He really started hitting the 12-
15-foot jump shot. At the end, he was
our best rebounder by far. There were
a couple of games where he got 15-16
rebounds. Next year, he is going to be
a main focal point of our team,” Coach
Doherty pointed out.

Senior Tim Bonacum, a three-year
varsity player, “hit some big shots for
us. [He] played a little inside, played

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. 3 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with spacious
rooms & huge backyard. It has hardwood floors, a large Eat In Kitchen
with built in workstation, FDR with chair rail molding, LR has a wood
burning fireplace & entry to the screened in porch, Family room has a
wood burning stove & sliders to the brick patio & entrance to the
garage. The backyard has a pond with waterfall & is large enough to
accommodate an In Ground pool or tennis court with yard to spare.

Adie

Shaalan

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial on a lined tree street.
Totally Renovated Kitchen with Center Island, Formal Dining Room,
Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace, Family Room, Master
Bedroom with Full Bath and Walk-in Closet, Finished Basement with
laundry and Utility Room, Central Air, Attached Garage, Fenced in Yard.

Don

Villane

CENTER HALL COLONIAL - D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

Fanwood. Another finely crafted home by D. Villane Construction
LLC. This 4Bedroom, 2.5Bath Traditional CHC newly constructed
home sits on nearly .5 acre! EIK opens to a bright FR & features Granite
countertops & Stainless Steel appliances. Detailed trim & custom ceilings
are a few of the many fine qualities featured in this new home. The
spacious sun filled basement is pre-plumbed for a full bath, fully insulated
& ready to finish, and includes a sliding glass door to a large backyard.

Alan

Rubin

VICTORIAN

Westfield. Turn of the Century 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Victorian lovingly
restored, new Hard wood floors, new Family Room vaulted ceiling,
Fireplace, gourmet center island kitchen with stainless steel appliances,
original stain glass windows in foyer and hallway. Front porch with
mahogany floor and 2 ceiling fans, bay windows are original, professionally
landscaped yard with hot tub, lawn sprinkler and 2 car detached garage.
Close to town and Mindowaskin Park.

Holly

Cohen

CAPE COD

Westfield. Exceptional Expanded and Renovated Classic 4 Bedroom,
3 Bath Cape set on a stunning .475 acres. Cherry Eat In Kitchen,
Formal Dining Room, 1st Floor Master Bedroom Suite addition with
Full Bath and fireplace, 2 additional Fireplaces (Living Room, Rec
Room), Central Air, top of the line amenities throughout, flexible
floor plan, Built-in garage and In-Ground Pool.

Associate of the Month

Sharon

Price

Niki Fry
Top Dollar Volume for the Month of February

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LARGE SENIOR GROUP OF COUGARS…The Cranford Cougars have 10 seniors on their varsity squad. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Eric Walano, Chris Nicastro, Rob Gaeta and Brian Zamorski; back row, AJ Janette, Greg Matlosz,
Dan Cuoto, Sean Trotter, Mark Osofsky and Justin Van Ostenbridge.

outside. He was a real good reader for
us,” Coach Doherty said.

Sophomore forward Tom Bonacum
was very active under the board and
also could dish out the assists.

“He was composed as a sopho-
more. He did a good job rebounding.
He got hurt a couple of times, espe-
cially in the state tournament it kind
of hurt us, but he has a bright future
ahead,” Coach Doherty said.

Junior guard Dom Gonzalez agi-
tated opponents with his quick moves
to the basket. Coming off the bench
junior guard Ian Johnston displayed
his quickness and sleight of hand in
creating steals.

“Extremely quick! Very tough! He’s
[Gonzalez] one of the quickest guards
in the area,” expressed Coach Doherty.
“Very nice jump shot! Next year, he’s
going to step up scoring wise.
Dominick and Ian are two very good
guards right now.”

Junior Anthony Byers also proved
his worth when he came off the bench.

“Real athletic! Talented football
player, but he is going to help us next
year the way he plays defense,” Coach
Doherty said.

Seniors Brandon Langston and
Darnell Brown also made their con-
tributions.

“Darnell Brown and Brandon
Langston did a good job coming of
the bench. It gave us good size inside,
especially when Tom [Bonacum] got
hurt. Darnell and Brandon had a great
game against East Side. They re-
bounded well and scored for us,”
Coach Doherty noted.

Next year, Coach Doherty will look
to Gonzalez and Johnston as outside
scoring threats, while Jegede, Tom
Bonacum and Byers should continue
to be strong under the boards.

contribute time as an infielder.
Junior Kurt Rutmayer and

Williamson dazzled opposing batters
last year with their superb selections
of fastballs mixed with deceptive off-
speed pitches. In 46.3 innings,

Rutmayer fanned 46 batters, while
walking only 18, to finish 7-1 with a
1.21 earned run average. Williamson,
a reliever, in 33.3 innings, fanned 39
and walked only 15 to finish 4-2 with
two saves.

“The two of them had a great year.
We were very pleased with their per-
formances. Hopefully they will work
off of that and they will be able to
improve on last year’s performances.
They are two kids, who have worked
extremely hard, as well as the other
pitchers did, so we are hoping to be
competitive in every game we play
this year,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Van Ostenbridge recorded a 3-0
record last year, as did Colineri.
Sophomore Chris Fulinosz will also
see time on the mound.

“It starts and ends with pitching.
Pitching, defense! If you give them
three outs in an inning, you always
have a chance to win. Hopefully our
kids will get on the mound, throw
strikes, keep us in ball games and
minimize any walks, and have our
defense play sound defense,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

The Cougars have been preparing
for their home opener with Union on
Friday, April 1, at 4 p.m. working
base-running situations in with de-
fending against base runners.

“We put them in a lot of situations
to see what is going to happen. It’s
early in the season, so we are trying to
get better every day,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

As to their showdown with Union
on opening day, he added, “We know
that’s going to be difficult. They beat
us last year. We know we are going to
have our hands full.”

Westfield, NJ • For Sale by Owner

5BR, 3 1/2 Bath Stately Colonial • $850,000

Stunning landscape on .78 acres, totally updated and renovated 5
bedroom colonial, 1st floor master bedroom suite with over 750 s.f.
of luxury, master bath w/jacuzzi tub, gas fireplace, 2 walk-in closets,
home office overlooking wooded backyard, gourmet eat-in kitchen,
granite countertops, stainless steel Bosch appliances, wine bar &
54 bottle wine cooler, 1st floor laundry/mudroom, full finished base-
ment, backyard 2-level hardwood deck w/outdoor jacuzzi, new 2-
zone heat-A/C, intercom/security system, 2-car attached garage,
blocks to award winning downtown & schools, NYC trains. Many
more extras, too numerous to mention.

Please contact us for private viewing

at 908-451-8366

4 Bedroom Colonial on quiet, tree-lined street in desirable neighborhood. Eat in kitchen
with professional stainless gas stove/electric oven, granite counters, ceramic tile, new
cabinetry and bay window. Master bedroom with bathroom, bay window and walk in
closet with built ins. Large dining room with built in china cabinet and bay window.
Living room with mantled fireplace and built in bookshelves. Large family room. Three
full baths.  Central air 2nd floor. Two car garage with opener.  In ground sprinkler.  Rear
deck. New furnace and roof. Offered for Sale By Owner at $779,500.  Call 908-317-0277
or email: westfieldhouseforsale@hotmail.com for pictures. Shown by appointment.

 646 NORMAN PLACE, WESTFIELD

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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FSPY 30+ Men’s Basketball
League Results, Standings:

Sixth Grade Bobcats Win
WBA In-Town Championship

WBA CHAMPIONS…The Bobcats won the Westfield Basketball Association In-
Town Grade-6 Championship: Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Michael
McGrail, Matthew Reed, Michael Gagliardi, Ben Kelly, Michael Moriarty, Matt
Kaufman and Will Swartz; back row, Coach Brian Kaplan, Matthew Harris,
Jacob Kaplan, Noah Glenn, Jack Miller, Jesse Kerkhof and Coach Andrew
Glenn.

After a near-perfect regular season
(9-1), the Bobcats won the 6th Grade
In-Town Basketball Championship on
March 12. The Bobcats included
Michael Gagliardi, Noah Glenn,
Matthew Harris, Jacob Kaplan, Matt
Kaufman, Ben Kelly, Jesse Kerkhof,
Michael McGrail, Jack Miller,
Michael Moriarty, Matthew Reed and
Will Swartz, and were coached by
Andrew Glenn and Brian Kaplan.

In the final standings, the Bobcats
captured first place), while the Bulls
and Celtics tied for second. The Cava-
liers grabbed third, the Lakers landed
fourth and the Bucks finished fifth.

On March 5, all six teams made the

playoff round to vie for the four semi-
final berths. The Bulls, Bobcats and
Lakers all won their playoff games,
with the Celtics earning the wild card
spot, having posted the best regular-
season record of the three teams that
did not win its playoff game.

Before the Championship game,
two semifinals were played pitting
the Bobcats against the Bulls [Luke
Altman, Danny Duffy, Evan Gibbs,
Jaret Gold, Ben Halevy, Jarod Hooey,
Ryan Moore, Matt Phillips, Gabriel
Romano, Brady Siegel and Matt
Stravach] for the final game (Brett
Spaas, also part of the team, did not
play).

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) 30+ Men’s Basketball League
featured a Monday night double-
header on March 14 and a rare Quad
Spectacular – four games played at
FSPY’s facility on March 20.

On March 14 at Terrill Road Middle
School, the Bulldogs ripped the Slam,
65-31. Marlon Brown bucketed 20
points. The Bulldogs tightened their
leash on second place at 7-3, while
the Slam fell to 2-8.

In Game 2, the Hurricanes blew
past the Grizzles, 54-50. Dennis
Glynn’s 25 points paced the ‘Canes
to a nip-and-tuck win over the Griz-
zlies in one of the seasons more tightly
contested games. Steve Filler and
Kevin Adams led the Grizzlies with
20 and 17 points, respectively, and
Kevin St. Onge hit a 3-pointer at the
buzzer, but it was too little too late.
Hurricanes improved to 5-5, good for
third in the league, while the Grizzles
fall to 2-7.

On March 20, the Heat singed the
Slam, 44-40, improving to 9-1. Jamal
Berry was high man for the Heat,
scoring 16 points. The Slam fell to 2-
9 despite 18 points from Steve Colao.

The Bulldogs tore into the hiber-
nating Grizzlies, 46-29, improving to
8-3. Jerry Baglien bagged 13 points.
Jerry Baglien. Grizzly Eric Halpin
tossed in 13 points as the Grizzlies
fell to 2-8.

Next, the Heat burned the Grizzles,
47-35. Jamal Berry posted 19 for the
Heat, who upped its record to 10-1 to
lock up first place throughout the
playoffs. Steve Filler sank 15 points
for the Grizzlies, that fell to 2-9 set-

ting up a regular-season finale with
the Slam to see who finishes in the
cellar.

The Bulldogs weathered the Hurri-
canes, 46-42. Jerry Baglien paced the
9-3 ‘Dogs with 17 points. Dennis
Glynn scored 11 points for the 5-6
‘Canes.

For more information about the
league, please call the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” at (908) 889-8880.

PLAYOFF SCHEDULE:
Sunday, March 27:

Wild Cards – 10 a.m. 4th vs 5th
Playoffs – Semifinal Round
11 a.m. Game 1 – 2nd vs 3rd
12 p.m. Game 2 – 1st vs Wild Card (4th
vs 5th Winner)

Championship – Monday March 28:
Consolation Game 6:30 p.m.
Championship Game 7:30 p.m.

FSPY 30+ LEAGUE:
TEAM W L
Heat 10 1
Bulldogs   9 3
Hurricanes   5 6
Grizzlies   2 9
Slam   2 9

  OPEN HOUSE ~ SUNDAY, MARCH 27th ~1-4 PM 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 
NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2010 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated  

by NRT Incorporated. 

301 GROVE STREET, WESTFIELD 
 

This sparkling Center Hall Colonial is brimming with warm and inviting 
living space and offers all the amenities for today’s lifestyle.  The spacious 
rooms are light and bright and the floor plan ideal.  Offering 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, an up-to-date kitchen, family room with raised hearth fireplace—located 
just off the kitchen, lower level recreation room,  and so much more.   Adding to 
the allure of this beautiful home is the wonderful location…...just minutes  from 
great schools, fine shopping, and commuter transportation. Offered at $7 9,900.  

Westfield H.S. Boys Lacrosse Sets Fundraising Event
The Westfield High School boys varsity lacrosse team will be holding a fundraising clinic at Gary Kehler Stadium

on Sunday, March 27, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. (Rain date is Sunday, April 17). The clinic will focus on boys from second
grade through eighth grade.

Boys will be able to train with the varsity players, improve lacrosse skills and work with the varsity coaches.
All players must bring full pads, helmet, mouth guard and water bottle. The registration fee is $30 (nonrefund-
able).

For more information, go to www.westfieldlacrosse.com (Please check the website for any changes due to
inclement weather after noon on the day of the clinic).

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
908-233-6417, Direct  

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

12 Wychview Drive  Westfield, New Jersey 
Filled with a pleasing ambiance, this incredibly gracious home features classic style, a 
spacious interior and recent updates.  Hardwood floors, moldings and abundant windows 
adorn the many rooms. An expansive bay window enlivens the living room which leads to 
the formal dining room. Here a sliding glass door opens to the deck & yard. The nearby 
updated kitchen offers granite counters and a glass subway tile backsplash. The master 
bedroom sports  an updated bath and is joined by three more bedrooms and another full 
bath. Other highlights include a wonderful family room, an updated powder room, ample 
storage and a remodeled rec room. Presented for $759,000. Dir: E. Broad to Wychview 

Public Open House Sunday March, 27th 1—4pm 

New
List
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g

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-20509-09
FILE NO. 10863-09

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ANITA G. BROWN, HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; JOHN DOE, HUSBAND
OF ANITA G. BROWN, HUS-
BAND OF ANITA G. BROWN,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BE-
ING FICTITIOUS:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Amended Complaint filed in a
Civil Action, in which ATF, LLC HARRIS
NESBITT CORP AS SP is the plaintiff and
ANITA G. BROWN, HEIRS, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-20509-
09 within thirty-five (35) days after March
24, 2011 exclusive of such date. If you fail
to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal

Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the

purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate no. 2006-
0081, sold on sold on 06/23/2006, dated
06/29/2006, and was recorded on 10/11/
2006 in Book 11886 at Page 415, made by
SALLY ANN DI RINI, Collector of Taxes of
RAHWAY, and State of New Jersey to
ATF, LLC HARRIS NESBITT CORP AS
SP and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
ATF, LLC HARRIS NESBITT CORP AS
SP.  This covers real estate located in
RAHWAY, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 5 BLOCK 306
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of RAHWAY. and
concerns premises commonly known as
246 ADAMS STREET, RAHWAY, New
Jersey.

YOU, ANITA G. BROWN, HEIRS, DE-
VISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, are made party
defendants to the above foreclosure ac-
tion because you are the owners of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF ANITA
G. BROWN, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party de-
fendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to de-
termine whether defendant ANITA G.
BROWN is married, and if married, the
name of ANITA G. BROWN’s spouse. If
ANITA G. BROWN is married, the plaintiff
joins JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF ANITA
G. BROWN, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS as a defendant for
any possessory or marital rights you may
have.
DATED:  March 17, 2011

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 3/24/11, The Leader Fee: $86.19

PUBLIC NOTICE

COUNTY CYO CHAMPS…The Saint Helen’s 5th grade JV Blue Team wins the
2011 Union County League Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Miles Brancatella, Jake Obsgarten, Michael Leniart, Ryan Toal, Teddy
Diamantopoulos and Connor Abrams; back row, Matthew Rittendale, Matthew
Viscido, Christopher Witzel, Corey Hiltz and Christopher Wagner with Coach,
Tom Abrams. Not pictured: Alex Fonseca.

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Place 12th
At 13+ State Championship

LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Holy Trinity 6th grade “A” team became Union
County Champs in its basketball league. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row;
Michael Moriarity, James Friel, Dan Audino, Matt Varano, Michael Echausse,
Jack Neiswenter and Kevin Reinhard; top row, Head Coach Paul Friel, Owen
Kessler, Cam McGaughlin, Coach Ronny Neiswenter, Nick Nolan, Michael
Ukrainskyj, Cullen Birkel, Victor Cruz and Coach Fred Cruz.

The Westfield Area Y’s Devilfish
placed 12th with 40 athletes totaling
661.5 points in a field of 32 teams
competing in the YMCA 13-and-
over State Championships at
Franklin and Marshall College in
Lancaster, Pa. on March 11.

Combined with the 12-and-under
states, the Y had 70 athletes qualify
for states this year. The Devilfish
girls swim team placed 12th overall
and the boys swim team placed 13th
overall.

The Devilfish had 190 individual
swims, and 80 percent of the swim-
mers had best times. There were 12
athletes, who returned to individual
finals for a combined 29 events; eight

new team individual records were
set. There were 19 relays that partici-
pated in finals, scoring 152 points;
five new team relay records were set.
The Devilfish currently have 15 Na-
tional qualifiers, 31 individual events
and nine relays qualified for YMCA
Short Course Nationals.

Caroline Baldwin won the 50 and
100 freestyle events and set two N.J.
YMCA State Meet records at this
competition. Carly Whitmer won the
15/18 100 butterfly.

For more information on the
Westfield Area Y Devilfish, please call
Brian Guidera, Director of Competi-
tive Aquatics, at (908) 233-2700 x 263
or e-mail bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Board of Education of the Westfield School
District, Union County, New Jersey, at the
Board of Education, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, for the following
supplies, equipment or services:

PROPOSALS FOR:
RFP 11-01: IP-BASED VOICE

COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM FOR
THE WESTFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOL

DISTRICT

PROPOSALS DUE:
APRIL 12, 2011 AT 1:00 PM

The proposals will be received at the
Administration Building, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, on the date
and at the time indicated, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Proposals must be in strict compliance
with specifications. Submission packages
may be obtained at the Westfield Board of
Education Purchasing Office 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 (908)
789-4407 during regular business hours,
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays. Submission
packages may also be obtained from the
Westfield Board of Education website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org. Proposals must
be endorsed on the outside of the sealed
envelope, with the name of the bidder, the
bidder’s address and the name of the
supplies, equipment, or services for which
the proposal is submitted. It is understood
and agreed that proposals may be deliv-
ered before the time or at the place speci-
fied for opening. The Board of Education
assumes no responsibility for bids mailed
or misdirected in delivery. No proposals
shall be received after the time desig-
nated.

All service contractors are required to
comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A.
52:32-44 (Business Registration of Public
Contractors), N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq. (Contract Compli-
ance and Equal Employment Opportuni-
ties in Public Contracts).

Submissions by Corporations and Part-
nerships shall include a completed Disclo-
sure of Ownership from (N.J.S.A. 52:25-
24.2) and shall include a completed Non-
Collusion Affidavit.

The Westfield Board of Education re-
serves the right to reject any or all submis-
sions due to any defects or waive infor-
malities and accept any submissions that
in their judgment will be in the best interest
of the Westfield Board of Education. The
Westfield Board of Education shall award
the contract or reject all submission no
later than 60 days from receipt of same.

By order of the Town of Westfield Board
of Education, Union County, New Jersey.

Vincent Yaniro
Interim Business Administrator

1 T - 3/24/11, The Leader Fee: $58.65

St. Bart’s Softball
Draft Night Set

What separates the St.
Bartholomew Men’s Oldtimers
Softball League from others in the
area, is that new teams are chosen
each year. This makes it easy to
meet the 150 players, in what some-
times seems more like a “frater-
nity” than a softball league. This
year’s player draft will be held on
Friday, April 15, at 7 p.m. at the St.
Bartholomew School Cafeteria, on
the lower level.

Sunday practices at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood at 10 a.m. begin
on April 10. On Saturday, April
16, the Fanwood Youth Organiza-
tion is having a competition and if
it rains on that date, they will hold
the event on Sunday, April 17. If
that happens there is no softball
practice on April 17. The prac-
tices are open to all St. Bart’s
players, including rookies.

For more information about the
league, please visit our website at
www.stbartssoftball.com.
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SCOTCH PLAINS $257,000 WESTFIELD $595,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $839,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $929,900

FANWOOD $449,000 FANWOOD $479,900 FANWOOD $485,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $679,000

WESTFIELD $619,000 WESTFIELD $1,249,000 WESTFIELD $1,495,000 WESTFIELD $1,495,000

NEW LISTING! Warm & inviting 3BR, 2 fullBA Colonial. LR w/FP, FDR, 1st fl. Lrg kit/brkfst
rm. Many updates incl new roof, siding, windows, front steps, lndscpng. Great location!

NEW LISTING! Beautiful 3BR home close to La Grande Park w/loads of charm. Updts:
Main bath, kit w/Thermador oven, HWF, crown moldings, fin bsmt & more. Close to all.

NEW LISTING! Adorable Dutch Col. in outstanding condn! Fantastic locn 3 blocks to train, in heart
of Fanwood. Newer kit & bath, CAC, roof, new wndws, HWH, elec service, french drains & more!

Custom Colonial at end of culdesac one block from Deerfield Middle. Lrg 0.53 acre
lot, covered front porch,  big EIK & adjoining Fam Rm. Unfin. bonus rm on 2nd flr.

Spacious Townhouse w/large yard, Eat in Kitchen, den, LR, dining room, updated baths,
full basement. Plenty of storage. Call Diane @ 973-376-2285 or Connie @ 973-376-5796

NEW PRICE! Extr freshly painted! 4BR Colonial w/family rm, Hwd flrs, formal dining rm,
huge Master Suite, newer Kit, Gas fplc, beautiful deep yard. HOME WARRANTY incl.

NEW LISTING! Stunning 5BR Colonial on nearly 1 acre of park-like property. Many
updates incl Eat-in Kitchen, furnace, CAC & more! DIR: Terrill Rd to Cooper.

NEW PRICE! Warm & inviting built 2008, spacious kit, fam rm w/ fplc. Loads of wndws,
Mstr w/sitting rm w/fplce. 5BR 4BA 2-zone heat & CAC & lots more! DIR: North Ave/Seneca.

NEW LISTING! Charming colonial in move-in condn w/natural wood trim. Close to
schls & downtown. New wndws, newer baths, fin bsmt, new roof, updt kit & more!

Spacious well-built home w/6BR 3.1BA in prestigious Indian Forest. Inviting foyer, elegant
LR w/fplc & more! New in '07: windows, master bath.  House vacant. Close to all.

Spacious "Gardens" CH Col w/uptd Kit w/bayed brkst area open to Fam Rm, LR w/Fpl,
FDR, 1st flr off/den, lrg MBR w/Updt Bath & lots more! DIR: Hillside to Cedar Terrace.

Truly gracious Indian Forest custom built Col. w/inviting foyer, elegant front-to-back LR w/
fpl, sunny FR, Lib w/blt-ins & pic wnd. Great locn. DIR: Lawrence/Watchung Fork/Lenape.

Agent: Diane Prignano/Connie Kusher MLS: 2774415 Agent: Sharon Steele MLS: 2819913 Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 2841998 Agent: Janice Tittel MLS: 2822694

Agent: Elaine Demyen MLS: 2841245 Agent: Wende Gates MLS: 2829758 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2836623 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2826632

Agent: Kathy Gouldey MLS: 2839650 Agent: Jill Skibinsky MLS: 2839752 Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 2841049 Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 2830282

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 3/27 • 1-4PM
1100 Cooper Rd

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 3/27 • 1-4PM
2420 Seneca Rd

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 3/27 • 1-4PM
803 Cedar Terrace

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 3/27 • 1-4PM
719 Lenape Trail

LEAGUE HOOPS CHAMPS…The Westfield ‘Y’ 3rd/4th grade basketball team
finished 11-0 and won its championship game on March 13 at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains “Y”. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling, Colin Freer, Jason Lee and
Danny Varano; second row, Jack Riley, Andrew Echausse, Colin Elliott, Griffin
Rooney, William Kessler, Aidan Decker and Danny Kohler; standing, Coaches
Tom Riley and Stephen Lee.

CLASSIFIEDS

ARTIST

Part time on-site in Springfield,
NJ. Senior level Quark,
Photoshop, Illustrator needed for
high end print & web graphics.
Min 5 yrs exp (B2B a plus). Comp
sal. Flex hrs ideal for parent of
school age children. Pls send
resume & PDF samples to
Jobs@RappAdvertising.com

INTERNET MARKETING

Part time on-site in Springfield,
NJ. Handle day-to-day details of
Internet mktg for industrial/B2B
clients, including pay-per-click,
banner ads, directory placements,
SEO and email mktg. Min BS/BA,
3 yrs exp, strong MS Office/Excel,
and thorough exp with SEO,
Google AdWords, and analytics.
Email & social media mktg a plus.
Client contact. Hours ideal for
parent of school age children.
Please send resume to
Jobs@RappAdvertising.com

Plainfield - For Sale by Owner
1630 Forest Hill Road

Expanded Ranch style home
3 BR, 2 Bath, 2 car attached
garage, Central air. Updates!

Great Value at $ 349,000!
Short walk to Netherwood
Train Station! Very quiet!

Room for expansion.
Principals only

Please call Bob (908) 548-8752

Sleepy Hollow Cul-de-Sac!

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

GUITAR LESSONS

Rick Langmaack now accepting
beginner thru advanced students.
38 years of performing and
teaching experience. Three
college music degrees. Well
established in Westfield Area.
Resume available upon request.

(908) 301-0293

ERRANDS & MORE

Helping Time for Seniors &
Disabled, Light Housekeeping,
Shopping, Doctors Appointments.
Reliable, Excellent references.

(732) 855-9543

HARDWOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST

Refinished, Sanded, Stained &
Repaired. New Floors Installed.

Free Estimates, Insured.
We’ll Beat any Price!

(732) 855-9543

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield. Attractive 2 BR duplex
near town & transp. D/W, W/D,
HWd Flrs, CAC. Garage.

$1750/mo. No Fee.
(908) 568-1217

SUMMER RENTAL - LBI

2BR/2BA Oceanfront Condo in
Beach Haven LBI for weekly
rental. Walk to Shopping,
Restaurants, Fantasy Island

Call (908) 232-3269

FINANCIAL SECURITY-LEARN HOW

International marketing company
seeks motivated partners.
A business of your own; part-time.
Exclusive personal training
provided. Ask us how! Contact:
http://flecomte.nsedreams.com

ANTIQUE FURNITURE

1900’S DINING ROOM SET
9 PCS $1500, TRI-BOND SET -
DRESSER W/ MIRROR & CHEST
DRAWER $600, 1 ORNATE
CHEST DRAWER SOUGHT BY
ANTIQUE DEALERS $500

(908) 486-2456  LV. MSG.
REASONABLE OFFERS

ACCEPTED

CAR & PLANE AUCTION

Wanted Buyers & Sellers, Wanted:
Cars, Motorcycles & Planes to be
sold at the “Wheels & Wings
Auction and Car Show” at NJ
Motorsports Park in conjunction
with the “Blue Angels Air Show”
More info: ibidmotorsauction.com

or (973)473 2400
Bill@ibidmotors.com

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ULTIMATE LEAP…Westfield High School (WHS) senior Jeff DeSorbo out-
leaps a Pittsford-Mendon defender for the Frisbee disc last Saturday at Rider
University. Westfield’s Ultimate Frisbee team beat the upstate New York school,
15-7, and went on to compile a 5-1 record, which was good for third place among
10 teams participating in the annual Bring the Huckus tournament. WHS’ only
loss was to eventual champion West Windsor.

CYO CHAMPIONS…The Holy Trinity girls basketball team recently won the
Union County CYO championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Ellie
Curry, Lainie Engelke, Kacey Brennan, Riley Ciarletta and Kate Humphries;
back row, Head Coach Tom Luzzi, Lily Maz, Anne Friel, Jenna Daniel, Maggie
Kelly, Ava Luzzi, Megan Neiswenter and Coach Ron Neiswenter. Not pictured id
Georgia Geohegan.

Holy Trinity Girls Win CYO Championship
The Holy Trinity girls basketball

team won its second consecutive
Union County CYO Basketball
Championship by defeating St John’s
of Clark, 15-11.

Ava Luzzi scored Holy Trinity’s
first 10 points. Lily Maz sank a timely
foul shot late in fourth quarter, and
Anne Friel scored four points in the

final 20 seconds to secure the victory.
The Trinity girls were able to con-

tain the athletic team from St John’s
with excellent defensive efforts from
Ellie Curry, Megan Neiswenter, Riley
Ciarletta and Maggie Kelly. Also con-
tributing with key assists were Lainie
Engelke, Kacey Brennan and Kate
Humphrey.

Westfield’s Kate Bagger Gets
Bronze in U.S. Figure Skating

ONTARIO, CALIF. – Kate Bagger
of Westfield is a member of the
Lexettes synchronized skating team
in Lexington, Mass. that recently won
the Bronze Medal in the final event of
U.S. Figure Skating’s 2011 Champi-
onships. The Lexettes medal was the
fourth consecutive U.S. medal for the
team, which competes in U.S. Figure
Skating’s Junior Division.

The third place finish qualified
Bagger and the Lexettes to represent
the United States in international com-
petitions during the 2011-12 season
as part of the U.S. Figure Skating
Association’s TEAM USA, the offi-
cial designation for the U.S. team.

This past January, Ms. Bagger and
the Lexettes competed as part of
TEAM USA in Salzburg, Austria
where they captured the Bronze
Medal in the Mozart Cup interna-
tional competition, an event sanc-
tioned by the International Skating
Union.

Kate Bagger, 17, is a first-year
member of the Lexettes and has been
skating competitively for seven years.
She is a senior at Union Catholic
High School in Scotch Plains where
she is the founder of the Union Catho-
lic Figure Skating Club.

“Skating on the Hayden teams and
the Lexettes with their tradition and
history of success is such an amazing
experience,” said Bagger. “To then
win a U.S. Figure Skating medal and
represent the United States in inter-

national competition against some of
the best in the world feels like a
dream. There were certainly a lot of
sacrifices with long hard practices in
cold rinks and travel that is tiring, but
it’s all worth it when we have a chance
to represent the U.S. Figure Skating
Association on TEAM USA.”

Kate Bagger

ESTATE SALE

Westfield
Indoor/Out Estate Sale

Fri. & Sat. March 25 & 26
Tons of Golf Equipment, Clubs,
Designer Clothes - Juicy,
Assessories, Beds, Dining
tables, rugs, dressers etc. etc.
(l 1/2 blocks off Central Ave) From
Central turn onto Pearl, Right on
Boyton, take 2nd left, one house,
left on to Welch. House on corner.

220 Welch Way, W
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

WALANO BEHIND PLATE, TROTTER AT SHORTSTOP

Cougar Nine Return Wealth
Of Talent & Strong Pitching

GREEN, McGUIRE, WITWICK MAY BE THE IRONMEN

Cougars Get Large Turnout
In Boys Spring Track & Field

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vast numbers of Blue and Gold
with intense inter-squad competition
could add up to a very successful
season for this year’s Cranford High
School boys track & field team.

“This is by far the biggest team
since I have been coaching here. I
have been assistant coaching here for
four years now,” Cougar Coach Kerry
Drexler said. “They can compete
among themselves in every event now,
so we can put the best guys out there
on the track.”

That inter-squad competition may
pay off in dividends as the season

progresses.
“It’s not just competing at meets,

it’s competing everyday in practice
to see who are going to be the guys
who are showing up. That leads to
obviously better results for us,” Coach
Drexler added.

Year-after-year the Cougars
seemed to have churned out several
strong distance runners and this sea-
son is no different with a group that
has experienced two straight North
Jersey, Group 2, Section 2 champion-
ships in cross-country. Seniors Mike
Cassidy and Billy Haussner, along
with juniors Eli Howard, George El-
Khoury, Mike Zanfardino and Paul
Cassaro could compete in the 800,
1,600 and/or 3,200 meters.

“Distance has always been our

strength, and it is going to be one of
our strengths again. Mike Cassidy
made it to groups in the winter. George
El-Khoury, Mike Zanfardino! These
guys have been around the block
through cross-country, through win-
ter track,” Coach Drexler said.

Junior Chris Witwick and senior
Dan Cleary will bolster the power of
the Cougars’ 400-meter squad.
Witwick will also join a trio of tough
guys from the football team, seniors
Tyrone Avent and Kasim Lewis, and
junior Mike Klimek, to sure up the
sprints. Witwick may also compete
in the javelin.

Iron men, sophomore Reggie Green
and junior Adham McGuire, have the
versatility to compete in a number of

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Much will be expected from this
year’s Cranford High School base-
ball team that has returned five start-
ers and both pitching aces from last
year’s team that captured the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title, the
North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 title
and the NJSIAA Group 3 champion-
ship to finish 26-5.

Last year, the Cougars literally spun
straw into gold, especially on the
base paths where they turned little
opportunities into huge successes. To
duplicate such a successful season,
every little opportunity must be ex-
ploited again.

“We are trying to work out some

kinks. We are hoping to get better
each day and get ready for the first
day. Obviously this year, we are go-
ing to try to take advantage of any-
thing we think we can do well. We do
have a couple of kids who can hope-
fully steal some bases,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey said. “We
tell the kids that everyone in the lineup
has to be able to steal bases and have
to be able to run the bases well or we
will find somebody who does it bet-
ter than them. It is something that
Cranford takes great pride in.”

Two veterans who were quite ca-
pable of taking an inch and stretching
it into a mile last year, seniors Sean
Trotter and Eric Walano, are expected
to give opposing pitchers fits once

again. Walano, a catcher who played
right field to strengthen the team de-
fense last year, batted .410, was a
terror on the bases with 15 stolen
bases, and he scored the winning run
in the 6-5 victory over Westfield in
the UCT championship game. Walano
will reassume his original position as
catcher this season.

“Eric is a very gifted student ath-
lete. He is an all-state athlete in three
sports. He is as hard of a working
person, who you will ever meet,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

Trotter, a shortstop, had a .360 bat-
ting average (BA), swiped 18 bases,
drew 14 walks and was hit five times.
Filling the vacancy left by Rob

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw

2011
Our 39th Annual Edition

Lady Cougars Girls Track & Field Preview
*** Will Appear in the March 31 Edition ***

Cougar Natalie Englese Looks
South to Georgetown for Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“The South shall rise again!” That
old-time statement seems to be ring-
ing true more and more as many
talented athletes from the New Jer-
sey have been selecting southern uni-
versities, or at least universities south
of the Mason Dixon line, to further
their education, as well as athletic
abilities.

Cranford High School senior
Natalie Englese, an All-American in
track, has recently selected
Georgetown University [Washing-
ton D.C.] as her next vehicle. But
her path to track prowess began in a

different avenue.
“From a very young age, I have

always played soccer, and my dad
has been my coach up until eighth
grade. I played all the way up to my
junior year, and I loved it. I think
that was where I got my initial speed,
and the whole reason I started track
to begin with was to stay in shape for
soccer,” Natalie said.

Natalie’s first track experience,
however, began before entering high
school.

“I started in seventh grade just
running for fun in track. My coach
threw me in the 400, because they
didn’t have anyone. He noticed it

could potentially be my race. From
there on, I seemed to excel in the
400, then continued in high school
and got more success,” she said.

Natalie’s high school Head Coach,
Peter Kane, also helped her steer in
the right direction.

“He was a positive influence. He
knew how much I loved soccer and
he really gave me the benefit of the
doubt,” she said.

As more success in track came her
way and she gained All-American
status after her junior year, Natalie
found herself at a crossroad and a
decision as to which direction to

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGARS WITH POWER IN NUMBERS…The Cranford Cougar boys track & field team has power in numbers this season. Their depth in almost every event and the intense inter-squad competition could add up to a very successful season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON BASE RUNNING OFFENSE, DEFENSE…During practice on March 17, the Cougars worked on honing
their base-running skills, as well as defending against the run.
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Natalie Englese Looks South to Georgetown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougars Get Large Turnout in Boys Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

344 South Avenue East

Westfield, NJ   07090

Open 7 Days 10am - 8pm

908.789.2888

www.jennifer-dayspa.com

The Jennifer
Day Spa II

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!

Basic Facial
Photo Rejuvenation
RF Bio-Lift
Micro Dermabrasion
Oxygen Facial

$60.00
$135.00
$135.00
$135.00
$150.00

$49.99
$80.00
$100.00
$70.00
$100.00

Regular Special
All Massages

 $49.99

(1 Hour)
•Full Body
•Swedish
•Deep Tissue
•Hot Stone

•Aromatherapy
•Quick Relaxation

•Anti Stress
•Purifying

First Time

Clients

Only

Now in
Westfield

Ghiretti at second base will be se-
niors Chris Nicastro and Eric
Garguilo, who according to Coach
McCaffrey, “have worked extremely
hard. We are hoping that one of the
two of them can take that spot and
make things happen. Up the middle
you want to be strong. We want to
make it that we only give them three
outs in an inning. Sean Trotter has
been our shortstop for two years and
he is a proven player in our program.”

Of the remaining returning start-
ers, senior Greg Matlosz, a desig-
nated hitter who led the team with 36
RBI, finished with a .397 BA last
year, will play first base. Senior Mark
Osofsky, who had a .382 BA, 30 RBI,
25 runs scored last year, will occupy
leftfield. Junior Vinny Colineri may
also play leftfield. Sophomore Sean
Feeney, who had the right stuff to
finish with a .435 BA and had several
key hits come tournament time, will
remain at third base.

“I am hoping that we are produc-
tive in every at-bat in RBI situations,
that we put the ball in play and reduce
any poor at-bats,” Coach McCaffrey

said.
Senior Justin Van Ostenbridge, a

third baseman, is also expected to
spend some time on the mound.
Sophomores Andrew DeFrancesco
and Ryan Williamson may be seen in
centerfield. Seniors Dan Cuoto and
Brian Zamorski will play right field,
and senior AJ Janette is expected to
contribute time as an infielder.

Junior Kurt Rutmayer and
Williamson dazzled opposing bat-
ters last year with their superb selec-
tions of fastballs mixed with decep-
tive off-speed pitches. In 46.3 in-
nings, Rutmayer fanned 46 batters,
while walking only 18, to finish 7-1
with a 1.21 earned run average.
Williamson, a reliever, in 33.3 in-
nings, fanned 39 and walked only 15
to finish 4-2 with two saves.

“The two of them had a great year.
We were very pleased with their per-
formances. Hopefully they will work
off of that and they will be able to
improve on last year’s performances.
They are two kids, who have worked
extremely hard, as well as the other
pitchers did, so we are hoping to be

competitive in every game we play
this year,” Coach McCaffrey said.

Van Ostenbridge recorded a 3-0
record last year, as did Colineri.
Sophomore Chris Fulinosz will also
see time on the mound.

“It starts and ends with pitching.
Pitching, defense! If you give them
three outs in an inning, you always
have a chance to win. Hopefully our
kids will get on the mound, throw
strikes, keep us in ball games and
minimize any walks, and have our
defense play sound defense,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

The Cougars have been preparing
for their home opener with Union on
Friday, April 1, at 4 p.m. working
base-running situations in with de-
fending against base runners.

“We put them in a lot of situations
to see what is going to happen. It’s
early in the season, so we are trying to
get better every day,” Coach
McCaffrey said.

As to their showdown with Union
on opening day, he added, “We know
that’s going to be difficult. They beat
us last year. We know we are going to
have our hands full.”

events, which would include 200 and
400, high jump, triple jump and long
jump.

“Reggie Green made a name for
himself last year at the triple jump,
making it to groups as a freshman.
We expect him to do more with the
triple jump, long jump [and] high
jump. Adham McGuire was injured
all last year. As a freshman, he also
was pretty good at the long jump. He
is another one, whom we expect in
the javelin, running on the track and
jumping. He will be helping us ev-
erywhere,” Coach Drexler pointed
out.

Junior Carl Lieberman will com-
pete in the high jump. Junior Rob
Mullin will add depth to the long
jump, and sophomore Billy Lenox

will join Green and McGuire in the
triple jump.

Coach Drexler is also pleased with
several of his first-time participants.

“Some guys who played football,
TJ Nichols, JD Foye! These are guys
who will be helping us out in the
throws. Mike Klimek is going to be
helping us out on the track. They are
helping us build our numbers, and we
expect them to have an impact right
away,” he said. “They know how to
work out. They help bring the rest of
the team up in their everyday work-
outs. They are very, very competi-
tive. They push all the rest of our guys
to do better.”

Junior Greg Miller and freshman
Rob O’Shaughnessy will join Foye
and Nichols in the shot put and dis-

cus. Junior Anthony Triantafyllou will
add distance to the javelin, and fresh-
man Pat Lynch will compete in the
pole vault.

“This is probably one of the best
teams that we have fielded in a few
years, so I would like to see some
success from our distance guys, our
throwers. We look to be a pretty good
field team right now. I think we can
make some noise in the county and
score some points,” Coach Drexler
said.

The Cougars will get a better idea
of their strengths and weaknesses
when they compete in the Summit
Relays on Saturday, April 2. On Sat-
urday, April 9, Cranford will host the
Cougar Relays at Memorial Field
beginning at 9 a.m.

Cougars Return Wealth of Talent, Pitching
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LARGE SENIOR GROUP OF COUGARS…The Cranford Cougars have 10 seniors on their varsity squad. Pictured, left
to right, are: front row; Eric Walano, Chris Nicastro, Rob Gaeta and Brian Zamorski; back row, AJ Janette, Greg Matlosz,
Dan Cuoto, Sean Trotter, Mark Osofsky and Justin Van Ostenbridge.

choose had to be made.
“Obviously, I didn’t want to jeop-

ardize my season, and that was so
crucial about track after becoming
an All-American. I didn’t think that
would even happen, so I took in
consideration that I could jeopar-
dize my future. The chances of me
getting hurt could have influenced
my decision. I didn’t want to take
that chance,” Natalie said.

“It got to the point where I had to
choose my future between running
and the sport that I really grew up
loving. I chose to pick running, be-
cause that would be where I contin-
ued to get my most success. It was
really hard, because I still love play-
ing soccer,” she added.

Her father, Ralph, formerly from

Garwood, said, “I think it’s very,
very important to be humble, to be
thankful that God has given you a
special God-given ability to be able
to run track, to be thankful that she
has been blessed with great coaches
and to take advantage of her God-
given ability. When she does well, to
be humble about it.”

Sporting activities have been part
of a way of life with the Englese
family. Natalie’s older sister Krystal
played basketball and soccer, and
her older brother Derek played soc-
cer. Her mother Kim, for a time,
worked for The Westfield Leader
when the Lee family owned the news-
paper.

Natalie did have other consider-
ations for college, before selecting

Georgetown.
“Since I was little, I loved soccer,

and Mia Hamm was at UNC [Uni-
versity of North Carolina] Chapel
Hill. That was my dream school. I
have never visited it, never seen it. I
loved the colors, but I did not hear
from them at all. But it was so awe-
some! I never thought I would hear
from Duke and Notre Dame and
these big-time schools. My team-
mate [Kelly Burke] went to Notre
Dame, so that was on the top,” said
Natalie, who added, “I heard from
Georgetown, and I knew it was a
beautiful, beautiful school. I just fell
in love. Everybody was so great.
That’s how I made my decision.”

Natalie will begin her training at
Georgetown in the middle of August.

See Cougar Winter Athletes of the Week on Page 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING SOUTH TO GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY…Senior Natalie Englese, flanked by her father Ralph and mother
Kim, will head south to Georgetown University to continue her academic and track career. Englese is expected to begin her
training at Georgetown in the middle of August.
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The renown Maple Hill Farms section of Scotch Plains is where you’ll find this sunny 
Center Hall Colonial. Embraced by majestic trees, this superb home brims with traditional 
details, recent updates and a gracious flow. Hardwood floors, classic moldings, and nu-
merous windows craft a beguiling interior. The inviting foyer opens to the cordial living 
room, formal dining room and updated kitchen. Warmed by a fireplace framed by built-
ins, the family room adjoins the kitchen. The second floor boasts a generous master suite 
with updated bath, two more sizable bedrooms and another updated bath. Adding to the 
allure of this home is a rec room, a wonderful backyard with Trex deck, and a convenient 
location, close to commuter transportation and splendid parks. Presented for $695,000. 
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…The boys’ 200-yard freestyle relay team, which includes Eric Walano, Nick
Kalafatis, Brian Woo and Robert Lento, recently broke the school record with a time of 1:32 and took third in the Union
County Meet this past weekend.

February 3, 2011

Cranford High School Winter 2010-2011 Athletes of the Week

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Justin Dinspechin, a freshman fencer, recently finished first in the New Jersey
District 2 Sectionals as an independent fencer in the Saber Division. He became interested in fencing by watching Star Wars
movies when he was very young.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Mike Cassidy, a senior on the winter track team, advanced to the State Group 2
track and field championships with his outstanding performance at the North II, Group 2 sectional meet in Toms River on
February 13. He placed sixth in the 3,200-meter run with a time of 10:23.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 24…Senior Matt DiGiovanni and sophomore Mike Helmstetter
both recently captured District 11 wrestling titles. DiGiovanni won his second District title with a 4-2, overtime win over fifth-
ranked Dan Ries of Brearley at 145-lbs. Helmstetter avenged his loss to Isaac Valentin from Rahway to capture the 112-lb
title. These wrestlers, along with three other District Champions (Joe Giaccio, Kyle Markovich and JP Christiano) led the
Cougars to a tie with Brearley for the Team Championship.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Matt DiGiovanni and JP Christiano won their respective weight classes at the
Region 3 Wrestling Tournament this past weekend (February 26). Matt at 145-lbs defeated Brearley’s Dan Ries, 8-7, and
JP at 160-lbs defeated Pat Eichner of Governor Livingston, 3-0, in their championship bouts. Matt and JP, along with Joe
Giaccio and Kyle Markovitch, all qualified to wrestle in the NJSIAA Tournament this weekend at Boardwalk Hall in
Atlantic City.

February 10, 2011

February 17, 2011

February 24, 2011

March 3, 2011

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
ORDINANCE: 719-2011

FIRST READING: 3/17/2011

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, on March 17, 2011. It will be further considered
for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of said Board of Chosen
Freeholders to be held at the County Administration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth, New Jersey, on March 31, 2011 at 7:30 P.M. During the week prior to and up
to and including the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be available at
no cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders’ office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 4.P OF THE BOND ORDI-
NANCE (ORD. NO. 536-2001) ENTITLED:  “BOND ORDINANCE TO
AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND
THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR REPLACEMENT EQUIP-
MENT AND MACHINERY, NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS AND NEW
COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT IN, BY AND
FOR THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRI-
ATE THE SUM OF $18,065,200 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE
A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS”, ADOPTED AUGUST 28, 2001, AS PREVI-
OUSLY AMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING FIVE BOND ORDINANCES:
ORD. NO. 543-2001 ADOPTED ON DECEMBER 13, 2001; ORD. NO. 547-
2002 ADOPTED ON FEBRUARY 28, 2002; ORD. NO. 556-2002 ADOPTED
ON SEPTEMBER 5, 2002; ORD. NO. 564-2003 ADOPTED ON FEBRUARY
13, 2003; AND ORD. NO. 575-2003 ADOPTED ON APRIL 24, 2003.

————————————————————————

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, State
of New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1.  Section 4.P of Ordinance No. 536-2001 entitled:

“BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUB-
LIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR
REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW ADDITIONAL
FURNISHINGS AND NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS
EQUIPMENT IN, BY AND FOR THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $18,065,200 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.”

adopted by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union, New Jersey (the
“County”) on August 28, 2001, as previously amended by the following five bond
ordinances: Ord. No. 543-2001 adopted on December 13, 2001; Ord. No. 547-2002
adopted on February 28, 2002; Ord. No. 556-2002 adopted on September 5, 2002; Ord.
No. 564-2003 adopted on February 13, 2003; and Ord. No. 575-2003 adopted on April
24, 2003 (collectively, the “Prior Ordinance”), is hereby amended to change the purpose
authorized in clause (i) from the replacement of roofs at all campuses except Elizabeth
to the acquisition of instructional and non-instructional equipment for all campuses, and
shall hereafter read as follows:

“[Section 4.] P.  Union County College - The acquisition of new additional or
replacement equipment and machinery and the making of various improvements
consisting of (i) acquisition of instructional and non-instructional equipment for all
campuses, (ii) renovation of existing office space and conversion of existing store rooms
to usable office space in the basement of the Humanities Building at the Cranford
Campus, (iii) upgrading the information technology support infrastructure and systems
at all campuses and (iv) various renovations and improvements to the Mackay Library at
the Cranford Campus.  It is hereby determined and stated that (A) all resolutions to be
filed by the Board of Trustees of Union County College and the Board of School Estimate
of Union County College in order to request the Board of Chosen Freeholders to raise
funds for the aforesaid purposes have been filed; (B) no down payment is required for
such purposes pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 18A:64A-19(2)(b); (C) Union
County College has applied for debt service aid from the State of New Jersey pursuant
to Chapter 12 of the Laws of 1971 of New Jersey (N.J.S.A. 18A:64A-22.1 et seq.) for all
of the projects described in the preceding sentence; and (D) if such Chapter 12 State Aid
is received, it shall be applied to the payment of principal and interest on bonds or notes
issued by the County for such projects.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $ 3,000,000
Bonds and Notes Authorized $ 3,000,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years.”

Section 2.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file
with the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders and is available for public inspection.

Section 3.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof
after final passage.
1 T - 3/24/11, The Leader Fee: $0.00

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO.: 720-2011
FIRST READING: 3/17/2011

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed  ordinance was introduced
and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 17th day of March, 2011, and that said
ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting of said
Board of Chosen Freeholders to be held at its meeting room in the County Administration
Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on the 31st day of March, 2011,
at 7:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at which time and place
all persons who may be interested there in will be given an opportunity to be heard
concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Administration Building, and a copy is available up
to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general public of the
County who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board in said
County Administration Building.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF DEPARTMENT HEADS

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as
follows:

Section 1. The salaries of the following Department Heads shall be as hereinafter set
forth.  The same shall be effective as of appointment date.

Section 2. That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
Section 3. That the Clerk of this Board be and she is hereby authorized to publish a

notice in the appropriate newspaper of such introduction and of a public hearing on April
14, and shall forward one certified copy of final passage, to each Clerk of all Municipalities
located within the County of Union.

PROPOSED SALARY ORDINANCE

-BIBI TAYLOR, DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE $120,000
-JOAN WHEELER, ADMINISTRATOR- RUNNELLS SPECIALIZED HOSPITAL

$130,192

1 T - 3/24/11, The Leader Fee: $0.00

CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS) will spon-
sor an Enrichment and Awareness Fair
this Saturday, March 26, from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at 205 North Avenue, East, in
Cranford. The entrance is on Hamilton
Avenue.

This event will feature free activi-
ties for the whole family. Crafts, ka-
rate, yoga, music and the Fun Bus will
be available for children. Visitors also
will have the opportunity to talk to a
firefighter, see a K-9 rescue dog and
have adventures with Spanish and sign
language. Experts will answer ques-
tions on nutrition, food allergies and
pediatric diabetes. Screening for vi-
sual acuity and speech development
will be available as well.

TEDS serves children ages 2½ to
13. “Our goal is to provide an age-
appropriate educational environment
through activity centers that are en-

joyable while learning based,” said
Korine Dankowski, director. Staff will
be available to conduct tours of the
school and to answer any questions.

There are multiple flexible sched-
ules available including half- and full-
day programs that span two to five
days per week. A Kindergarten Wrap-
Around program, which complements
the kindergarten offered in the public
schools, is another option. Early
dropoff beginning at 7 a.m. and late
pickup until 6 p.m. accommodates
the demands of working families.
Homework supervision and tutoring
can be arranged for ages 7 to 13.
TEDS’ Summer Camp offers diverse
weekly programs from July 5 to Au-
gust 26.

For more information about the
Enrichment and Awareness Fair or
TEDS, call (908) 276-2881 or email
teds205@gmail.com.

Trinity Episcopal Day School
To Conduct Enrichment Fair

‘The Way to a Man’s Heart
Is Through His Stomach’

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD - Folklore has it that
housewives in Montreal, in search of
a few moments of relaxation, con-
cocted a club for their husbands,
where once a month the husbands
could engage in wholesome fun – in
a manner that keeps them out of mis-
chief. And so it happened in 1977 in
Montreal, Les Marmitons was formed
in North American modeled after
similar chapters in France and En-
gland. Today, one of the most vibrant
chapters of the dozen or so in North
America is right here in New Jersey –
Les Marmitons of Cranford.

Les Marmitons hails as a “gastro-
nomic and social club of gentlemen
who share a common interest in fine
food, wine and the culinary arts.” Guest
professional chefs organize and direct
the members in creating spectacular
meals – which the group consumes on
the spot, smoothed with several fine
wines to complement each course.

Les Marmitons (chef helpers) may
be skilled amateurs in the cuisine
preparation, but be assured they are
professional in their merriment and
partaking – an evening of all smiles.

The March 14 dinner was held at
the Kenilworth VFW, the Cranford
club’s regular venue due to the fine
kitchen and excellent dining hall. Ap-
proximately 40 members from 6 to
10 p.m. harkened to the call, mostly
from Cranford, Westfield and Union,
though several traveled from places
such as Holmdel and Sparta. “Chef
de Cuisine” C.J. Reycraft of Chez
Catherine in Westfield planned and
guided the magnificent affair. Ric
Hum of Westfield, as the club’s ad-
ministrator of the night, recruited his
friend, the “renowned Chef C.J.”

For one to really enjoy the evening,
a person needs to savor the likes of:

Quaffer: Domaine de Montcy
Cheverny Red 2007.

Course 1 – “Moules,” Mussels
with Tarragon and Pernod accompa-
nied by Chateau La Touche Muscadet
2009.

Course 2 – “Noix de St-Jacques,”
Seared Sea Scallops accompanied
by Domaine Auvigue Macon Vil-
lage 2009.

Course 3 – “Steak au Poivre,” Po-

tato Gratin, Caramelized Endive ac-
companied by Jean Luc Thunevin
Presidial Bordeaux 2009.

Course 4 – “Plateau de Fromages,”
Cheese Plate accompanied by
Domaine de Mourchon Cotes du
Rhone 2008.

Course 5 – “Fondant au Chocolat,”
Warm Dark Chocolate Molten cake
with Vanilla Crème Anglaise accom-
panied by Casalone Brachette Dolce
Mariposa 2009.

Chef C.J. and his helpers explained
the gourmet menu and preparations
as servings unfolded. One may be
tested with pronouncing half of the
menu but are delighted consuming it
in its entirety. Words can only in-
duce hallucinations of scent, sight
and smell, but only the palate can
tell you the all – sensational!

In their generosity, ShopRite Li-
quors of Westfield donated splendid
“fromage” and Breadsmith of
Cranford donated superb breads.
Cool Vines of Westfield purveyed
the wines. For such a meal as that
night, one can obtain all the ingredi-
ents at the above stores. The prepa-
ration instructions would include:
“Mix with inspiration, sprinkle
heavily with merriment and blend in
a generous amount of talent.”

At the beginning of the evening,
this guest was honored though be-
fuddled by being presented with the
Les Marmitons uniform jacket and
hat (toque). The attire and behavior
are a longstanding tradition. Shortly,
the functionality would become ap-
parent.

Bob Rial of Cranford, standing in
for club president Richard Dreher,
mercifully kept speeches short at the
end of the evening. “Chef de Cui-
sine” C.J. Reycraft was honored for
his contribution to the evening – all
glasses were full and held high in the
air with praise.

One way you can tell if it was a
good dinner, C.J. said, “Just look at
the front of your frock.”Looking
down, the practicality became evi-
dent – My virgin Les Marmitons
jacket was no more. I was pleasantly
covered with sauces and wine.

Grouped arm on shoulders and
one hand free with the glass, we all
had a good belly laugh.

EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY…On March 14, gentlemen gathered at the
Kenilworth VFW for a sampling of fine wines, French gourmet cuisine and
merriment at the Cranford Chapter of Les Marmitons’ monthly soirée, where a
“bon moment” was had by all. Pictured, in foreground, left to right, are: Ric Hum,
Bob Rial, Horace Corbin and “Chef de Cuisine” C.J. Reycraft of Chez Catherine
in Westfield.

Cranford Community News
Young Playwright Winners

Announced; Plays Performed
CRANFORD - The Theater Project,

Union County College’s Professional
Theater Company, has announced this
year’s winners of its annual Young
Playwrights Competition.

Four winners were selected and their
original plays were performed on Sun-
day, March 6, by The Theater Project’s
company of professional actors.

The prize-winning young play-
wrights, 10th grader Janine Puhak of
Cranford won 1st Place; and 9th grader
Nicole Jaeckel of Green Brook took
4th place. Both are student at Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung.

Janine said, “When it was time to
sit down and write a play, I wanted to
create a story that would make people
laugh. This scene of a girl and her
aunts amicably arguing in a dressing
room flashed through my mind, and
after that I immediately knew the en-
tire plot. Seeing it come alive on stage
was awesome, and I’m thankful that I
had such a great experience with
playwriting.”

 “Originally I had some trouble

coming up with an idea for my play. I
decided to write about some students
having trouble writing a play! I had
fun creating the characters and form-
ing the plot. I was surprised and ex-
cited when I received Honorable Men-
tion,” Nicole said.

These students received savings
bonds as prizes prior to seeing and
hearing their winning plays performed
by The Theater Project. The produc-
tion was followed by a lively discus-
sion with the playwrights, actors and
audience.

The competition was open to New
Jersey residents in secondary schools
(ages 13 to 18). Student playwright
Janine will receive a $600 savings
bond for 1st Place; and Nicole, who
was selected for Honorable Mention,
will receive citations and gift certifi-
cates.

The goal of the Young Playwrights
Competition is to encourage the next
generation of theater practitioners and
audience by honoring their work and
bringing it to life.

Photo courtesy of MSMA Young Playwrighters
BROUGHT TO LIFE...Winners of the Young Playwrights Competition had their
plays performed by a troupe of professional actors. Pictured, left to right, are:
Nicole Jaeckel,  Karen Engelmeyer, English teacher at Mount Saint Mary
Academy and Janine Puhak.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO: 718-2011
FIRST READING: 2/24/2011
FINAL READING: 3/17/2011

 Was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at
a REGULAR MEETING on February 24, 2011, and said Ordinance has been published
with Notice of Introduction thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further
consideration and the Board has duly held a hearing thereof and has given all persons
interested an opportunity to be heard.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the
Board of Chosen Freeholders that said Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally
passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published
herewith has been finally adopted on March 17, 2011, and the 20 day period of limitations
within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such Ordinance can
be commenced has begun to run from the date of first publication of this statement.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Administration Building of the County, and a copy
is available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the County who Shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board
in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE
UNION COUNTY DISTRICT SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN

* * * * * * * * * * *
TO INCLUDE FULL CIRCLE MANUFACTURING GROUP, INC. AS A CLASS D

RECYCLING CENTER LOCATED IN ELIZABETH, NEW JERSEY
AS RECOMMENDED

BY THE UNION COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Solid Waste Management Act, N.J.S.A 13:1E-1 et seq.,
the County of Union is designated as a Solid Waste Management District and by law did
develop and prepare a District Solid Waste Management Plan (“County Plan”) that was
adopted by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders on June 7, 1979, pursuant
to and in accordance with the Solid Waste Management Act, N.J.S.A. 13:1E-1 et seq.;
and

WHEREAS, the County Plan was approved, with modifications, by the Department of
Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”) on August 13, 1980, and has since been amended
and modified from time to time; and

WHEREAS, on December 11, 1986, the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
designated the Union County Utilities Authority (“UCUA”) as the agency responsible for
the implementation of the County Plan, as amended from time to time, and the UCUA is
empowered to plan, acquire, construct, maintain and operate facilities for the processing,
disposal and/or recycling of solid waste generated in the County; and

WHEREAS, the UCUA has formulated a Plan Amendment, and recommends that this
Board set a public hearing for the purpose of taking public testimony on the proposed plan
amendment, and review and enact said amendment that is now on file with the Clerk of
this Board and available for public inspection and is made a part hereof by reference; and

WHEREAS, the subject amendment is summarized as follows:
This Plan Amendment is prepared as a result of a determination by the UCUA to include

Full Circle Manufacturing Group, Inc. into the Union County District Solid Waste
Management Plan as a Class D Recycling Center.

The purpose of this Plan Amendment is to modify the County Plan to include Full Circle
Manufacturing Group, Inc. (“Full Circle”) as a prerequisite to securing a NJDEP Class D
Recycling Center General Approval.  Full Circle has proposed, and is hereby being
admitted to the County Plan, to accept up to 92 tons/21,622 gallons per day (11 million
gallons per year) of used antifreeze, various refined Glycols (Ethylene, Propylene and
Diethylene) and used petroleum oil from within and it is assumed, from generators
outside of the County, at its 534 South Front Street location in Elizabeth (Block 4, Lots
39, 1447, 1448, 1449, 1466 and 1467) via rail and road tankers and then processed
through a distillation unit.  The resulting end product will be marketed and then
transported off site to Full Circle’s customers primarily by road tankers.

Full Circle’s facility is located in an industrial zone and there are no residential homes
within 2000 feet of the facility. Full Circle currently holds a valid Federal and State Air
Pollution Center Permits. The facility is identified as ID #NRGS5000151

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Solid Waste Management Act, the County’s Solid Waste
Advisory Committee (“SWAC”) must be consulted with respect to amendment to the
County Plan; and

WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 17-2011, duly adopted February 9, 2011, the UCUA
approved the Plan Amendment and recommended that the Plan Amendment be
approved by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County, after public hearing in
accordance with the Solid Waste Management Act; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Solid Waste
Management Act, the Plan Amendment was presented to SWAC:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union, that:

1. The aforesaid recitals are incorporated herein as though fully set forth at length.
2. The Plan Amendment, as prepared and recommended by the Union County Utilities

Authority, is hereby adopted as an Amendment to the Union County District Solid Waste
Management Plan.

3. Any provision of the County Plan that is inconsistent with the Plan Amendment is
hereby repealed to the extent of said inconsistency and the provisions of the Plan
Amendment shall be fully effective and shall control.

4. A certified copy of this Ordinance, as finally adopted, together with the Plan
Amendment, shall be forwarded to the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection, the County Clerk of the County of Union, and the Union County Utilities
Authority.

5. The Clerk of this Board shall publish and disseminate notice of this Ordinance as
provided by law.

6. The aforesaid Plan Amendment and a copy of the transcript of the public hearing to
be held at such time as may be scheduled by said Board of Chosen Freeholders, and the
necessary deliberations shall be submitted to the Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection.

7. This Ordinance shall take effect in the manner prescribed by law.
1 T - 3/24/11, The Leader Fee: $0.00

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Fairfield University  Announces Dean’s List
FAIRFIELD, CONN. – Fairfield

University has announced that the fol-
lowing local residents have been
named to the Dean’s List for the fall
2010 semester:

Colin Callahan, a resident of
Westfield, a senior studying in the Dolan
School of Business; George Cornell, a
resident of Westfield, a senior studying
in the College of Arts and Sciences;
Emma DiGiovine, a resident of
Cranford, a freshman studying in the
College of Arts and Sciences; Alex
Kaczmarek, a resident of Berkeley
Heights, a senior studying in the Dolan
School of Business; Ashli Kravarik, a
resident of Cranford, a junior studying

in the College of Arts and Sciences;
John Kropa, a resident of Cranford, a
sophomore studying in the College of
Arts and Sciences; Connor Leahey, a
resident of Cranford, a sophomore
studying in the Dolan School of Busi-
ness; John Meagher, a resident of
Westfield, a senior studying in the Dolan
School of Business; Nicole Molle, a
resident of Cranford, a junior studying
in the College of Arts and Sciences,
and Julia Spiridigliozzi, a resident of
Westfield, a freshman studying in the
College of Arts and Sciences.

To be selected for the Dean’s List, a
student must attain a grade point aver-
age of at least 3.5, of a possible 4.0.

Legal Advertising

Paid for by the advertisers and staff of The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times as a service to the readers.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 24, 2011 Page E-5

goleader.com online exclusive

The publishers of the LEADER/TIMES strive 
to bring you, our readers, the best weekly 
newspaper in the state. But to help us 
keep doing this …

WE WANT 
YOU …

AS A 
SUBSCRIBER !

DON’T MISS OUT

Order 52 Issues Of

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 
TIMES

The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY :

You are important to our advertisers. 

They CARE about doing business with 

Westfield and Scotch Plains people and 

they want to know that YOU are reading 

their message in the LEADER/TIMES 

each week. Support the weekly newspaper 

by mailing in the coupon below TODAY! 

Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New Subscriber Renewal

One Year – $33 Two Years – $62 Three Years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     State: Zip:

Phone:    Email:

CC#:

Exp. Date:   Sec. Code:

Signature:

If paying by check mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 
Or call 908.232.4407 for further assistance.

Special Low Rate Of Only

$33
.00

For 52 BIG Issues Mailed 

To Your Home Each Thursday

Easy to do on the web too!

goleader.com/subscribe

It’s Always Open 24 Hours!
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Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 

 Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
 908-233-6417, Direct  
 NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010 

53Manitou Circle  Westfield, New Jersey 
The interior of this lovely Colonial boasts abundant room, charming details and a fabu-
lous updated kitchen. Located in one of Westfield’s quietest neighborhoods, a welcoming 
porch leads to a delightful foyer. Just beyond, the spacious living room is warmed by a 
brick fireplace. The formal dining room flows to the updated eat-in kitchen featuring Sile-
stone counters and bead-board cabinets. Down two steps is the family room with an ex-
pansive boxed window seat.  The master bedroom with updated bath, three more bedrooms 
and another updated full bath craft a marvelous 2nd floor. Recent updates along with a 
sprawling yard enhance the allure of this home.  Presented for $759,000. Dir: E. Broad to 
Nomahegan to Manitou  

New
 List

ing 
Public Open House Sunday March, 27th 1—4pm 

Residing on one of Fanwood’s most picturesque roads, this well-laid out home captivates  
you with charm, convenience, and numerous desirable features. Gleaming hardwood floors, 
exposed beams, sun-catching windows and a gracious flow fill the interior with a cheery 
ambiance. The foyer grants entrée to the living room with bow window. The formal dining 
room opens to the kitchen and living room, making entertaining a breeze. Sure to be a fa-
vorite gathering place, the family room features a corner fireplace. The second floor offers 
you a delightful master suite with updated bath, three more generous bedrooms and an-
other full bath. Expanding your living space is a finished basement and a sprawling back-
yard with marvelous deck that looks out over the in-ground pool. Minutes for commuter 
transportation, wonderful parks, schools and town, this home is a great place to come home 
to. Presented for: $630,000. 
 
 
 

 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 
 
 

 Mary Ellen O’Boyle  
 Broker Associate 
 908-233-5347, Direct 

Direct Cell: 609-709-0664

Email: ncallahan25@hotmail.com

The Most Respected Name in Real Estate

Long Beach Island
RealEstateOnLBI.com

ZACK SHORE PROPERTIES

1000 Long Beach Blvd. Ship Bottom, NJ 08008  1-800-633-1140

Noreen Callahan
Realtor Associate

Westfield BOE Information Needs
To Be More ‘User Friendly’

I decided to run for the Board of Edu-
cation because I want to be a part of
making change happen rather than just
talking about making it happen. I want to
give back to our community and make a
difference in our children’s education. I
want to be an advocate for the parents,
seniors and overall the taxpayers.

We have an excellent educational sys-
tem here in Westfield and that is thanks to
a board that works extremely hard to do the
best job they can. However, sometimes a
new and different perspective needs to be
brought to the table to see how things can
possibly be improved. I feel I bring that
perspective. I believe I will bring rational
solutions to complicated problems.

For instance, unless you have a back-
ground in finance, our budget, if you
were to try and sit down and make heads
or tails of it, can be quite confusing. The
information shared with the community
needs to be more “user friendly”. This
would allow our community to have a
clearer understanding of where our money
is being spent and feel like they are mak-
ing a more informed decision about the
budgetary issues placed before them.

A perfect example of simple is the
Summit budget. The information is bro-
ken out clearly as to the expenditures and
revenues. It shows the previous year, the
current year, the proposed budget as well
as the increase or decrease that will occur.
Summit has posted it on the Summit
Patch for everyone to access and look
over. Millburn also has a “user friendly”

budget. The icon on their district website
even uses that term “user friendly”.
Westfield needs to adapt a format like
those, full disclosure.

The role of the Board of Education is to
provide a two-way communication be-
tween the community and the administra-
tion. This is an area that needs improve-
ment. There needs to be complete trans-
parency. We need to be aware of it all, the
good, the bad and the ugly. If you allow
me the privilege to serve on the board I
will work hard to make this happen. Vote
on April 27th and I will work to make the
information fully available and easier to
decipher.

Please contact me at
silvaforboe@gmail.com or post on my
Facebook page Jenn Silva for Westfield
Board of Education.

Jennifer Silva
Candidate for Westfield BOE

More Letters to Editor &BOE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Candidate Miceli: What’s Wrong with
Westfield Schools? Nothing!

As I’ve been reading letters to the
paper from my fellow Westfield BOE
candidates I get the feeling that there
may be something wrong with our
schools. I would still want my children
to attend these schools. New Jersey
Magazine ranks schools by its own cri-
teria. Our ranking will rise and fall ev-
ery year. One year we ranked in the top
ten and another year at about 75. When
I look at the schools I look at our cost per
pupil, which is very low compared to
other districts of similar quality. I also
look at our test performance and our
college acceptances. Someone must be
doing something right here in Westfield.

Should we undermine the excellence
of our schools by cutting more pro-
grams? I think 54 positions over two
years is a considerable cut already. The
2 percent cap on our budget is a modest
increase to maintain the excellence we
expect of our school district. Cutting
deeper would hurt our children’s educa-
tion.

I agree with Mr. Mattessich and Mr.
Slater that eliminating the funding of
capital improvements for the districts
gambles on the future of our facilities.
Students and teachers are sensitive to
the environment. Having no funding of
the capital improvement budget could
create serious shortcomings if emer-
gency expenses are encountered. Our
district creates a Long Range Facility
Plan each year which identifies the fa-
cility needs in the district and the poten-
tial costs to address those needs. The
board should review that plan and pre-
pare for the minor expenses that can
occur now before major expenses are
faced in a future emergency scenario.

I attended a High School PTSO meet-
ing last week. The topic was student
wellness and homework. I must com-
mend the faculty and administration of
the high school for opening this public
discussion. Wellness may be the one
area where we do have some work to do.
Our children feel the pressure of attend-
ing our schools. The workload on our
best students combined with the extra-
curricular activities that make their youth
memorable takes its toll.

Where does the pressure come from?
It comes from all of us. We come to
Westfield seeking an excellent educa-
tion for our children and we expect to
get excellence. Our teachers have high
expectations and prepare our students
for the academic challenges of college.
That includes a lot of homework and
pressure to perform on difficult tasks
and tests.

Parents want their children to attend

top flight colleges and universities. Our
guidance counselors know what col-
leges are looking for. Many students
enroll in AP courses because colleges
want students who challenge themselves
with the most rigorous program avail-
able. College admissions offices know
Westfield High School represents qual-
ity.

Even peers challenge their friends to
excel. They have high aspirations. All I
can tell our current students is that talk-
ing to their older siblings and other
graduates they will find that freshman
year at college is much easier when you
arrive at your college prepared with a
Westfield High School education.

As a board member I hope to add to
these conversations about student
wellness and academic rigor. My 30
years experience in the field of educa-
tion including student performance as-
sessment, budgeting and facility reno-
vations gives me the knowledge and
skill to help plan for the continued well
being of our community. Please remem-
ber to vote on April 27th. I can be
contacted at
jmiceli.westfield@gmail.com.

Joseph Miceli, Ed.D.
Westfield BOE Candidate

Will The Statute of Liberty Stop
Crying and Hold Her Head Up High?
The Statue of Liberty (“Liberty En-

lightening The World) is crying, her proud
head bowed low, and the flame in the
torch she is holding burning dimly be-
cause the Libyan tyrant with no real op-
position from the United States or the rest
of the free world is defeating the tens of
thousands of his people valiantly and
heroically fighting for their freedom! It
may be that their help, should it come
after weeks of diplomatic and political
dithering, will be too late.

We know this old tragic story. It re-
peats itself time and again. Hitler marched
relatively few soldiers into the demilita-
rized Rhineland on March 7,1936 and the
French with the world’s biggest army at
the time and the world power British did
nothing despite the Versailles Treaty and
the Locarno Treaties. The Ottomans
Empire and later Turkey massacred be-
tween one and one and one half million
Armenians in genocide and the world did
nothing. This was later to be encourage-
ment for Hitler to murder six millions
Jews in Europe.

The Rwandan genocide of 1994
claimed 800,000 lives. The world did
nothing. The Bosnian genocide claimed
thousands of lives. The world stood still.
The Khmer Rouge who were the follow-
ers of the communist regime in Cambo-
dia killed between 1.4 and 2.2 million
people there between 1975 and 1979. The
world was silent. In Equatorial Guinea on
the West Coast of Africa the dictator
killed 80,000 people and so the country
was called “the Auschwitz of Africa.”
Again the world stood by. As it did with
Ethiopia when the Soviet backed dictator
killed up to 500,000 people.

As it did during the Lhasa Uprising in

1959 when thousands of Tibetans were
killed by Communist China which had
without world objection taken over Tibet
in 1950. The Dalai Lama and his follow-
ers had to flee their country to save their
lives.

And as it did during the Hungarian
Revolution of 1956.

And as it did during the illegal Indone-
sian occupation of the former Portuguese
colony of East Time which resulted in the
deaths of over 100,000 people between
1974 and 1999.

And as the world still does with the war
in Darfur where more than 300,000 people
have been killed according to a recent
British parliamentary report.

And then there is The Holocaust dur-
ing which 6,000,000 Jews were killed
while the world stood by. Winston
Churchill was the only world leader to
speak out against what he knew Hitler
planned for the Jews and what was hap-
pening to them. He had, for example,
requested the bombing of the railways
from Budapest to Birkenau, but he was
turned down by John J. McCoy, the
American under-secretary of war.
(“Churchill and the Holocaust: The Pos-
sible and the Impossible,” Churchill bi-
ographer Martin Gilbert, November
8,1993, Untied States Holocaust Mu-
seum). As a result, 440,000 Hungarian
Jews were sent one way by 145 trains
mostly to the Auschwitz death camp.

When will the Statute of Liberty stop
crying and once again hold her proud
head up high and the flame in the torch
brightly shining?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-60797-10
FILE NO. 11771-10

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
1077 ELIZABETH AVENUE
ASSOCIATES, LLC;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which FT PROPERTIES, LLC is
the plaintiff and 1077 ELIZABETH AV-
ENUE ASSOCIATES, LLC, ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-60797-
10 within thirty-five (35) days after MARCH
24, 2011 exclusive of such date.  If you fail
to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Complaint. You shall file your An-
swer and Proof of Service in duplicate with
the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in ac-
cordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificates:

1. A certain tax certificate no. 05-00214,
sold on 06/05/2006, dated 06/12/2006,
and was recorded on 07/17/2006 in Book
11772 at Page 658, made by ROBERT A.
MACK, Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH,
and State of New Jersey to FIDELITY TAX
LLC and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, FT PROPERTIES, LLC on 11/18/2010
and was recorded on 11/29/2010 as In-
strument No. 142468. This covers real

estate located in ELIZABETH, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 477 W09 BLOCK 9 as shown on
the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of ELIZABETH. and concerns
premises commonly known as 10731075
ELIZABETH AVENUE, ELIZABETH, New
Jersey.

2. A certain tax certificate no. 06-00290,
sold on 06/04/2007, dated 06/11/2007,
and was recorded on 06/29/2007 in Book
12213 at Page 846, made by ROBERT A.
MACK, Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH,
and State of New Jersey to FIDELITY TAX
LLC and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, FT PROPERTIES, LLC on 11/18/2010
and was recorded on 11/29/2010 as In-
strument No. 142467.  This covers real
estate located in ELIZABETH, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 447 W09 BLOCK 9 as shown on
the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of ELIZABETH. and concerns
premises commonly known as 10731075
ELIZABETH AVENUE, ELIZABETH, New
Jersey.

3. A certain tax certificate no. 07-00326,
sold on 06/02/2008, dated 06/09/2008,
and was recorded on 07/16/2008 in Book
12533 at Page 445, made by ROBERT A.
MACK, Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH,
and State of New Jersey to FIDELITY TAX
LLC and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, FT PROPERTIES, LLC on 11/18/2010
and was recorded on 11/29/2010 as In-
strument No. 142466. This covers real
estate located in ELIZABETH, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 477 W09 BLOCK 9 as shown on
the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of ELIZABETH. and concerns
premises commonly known as 10731075
ELIZABETH AVENUE, ELIZABETH, New
Jersey.

YOU, 1077 ELIZABETH AVENUE AS-
SOCIATES, LLC, are made party defen-
dant to the above foreclosure action be-
cause you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.
DATED:  March 18, 2011

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 3/24/11, The Leader Fee: $94.35
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 15th of March
2011.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-3
AN ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AMENDING AND
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER
23 ENTITLED “ZONING” BY
ESTABLISHING SPECIAL
NEEDS SCHOOLS AS A CON-
DITIONAL USE IN THE B-1
ZONE DISTRICT.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-4
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CODE OF TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS TO ENACT
PARKING RESTRICTIONS
ON PROMENADE.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 3/24/11, The Times Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plan-
ning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains (the “Board”) adopted a resolution
on March 14, 2011, memorializing its grant
to McDonald’s Corporation and
McDonald’s Real Estate Company (“Ap-
plicant”) of preliminary and final major site
plan approval, bulk variances, and design
waivers/exceptions to demolish the exist-
ing McDonald’s building and construct a
new McDonald’s restaurant and drive-
through facility (the “Application”), at the
premises known as 1967 Route 22 (desig-
nated as Block 1901, Lots 1, 2, & 3 on the
Township of Scotch Plains Tax Map) in
Township of Scotch Plains (the “Prop-
erty”).

Specifically, in addition to site plan ap-
proval, the Board granted relief to permit
the following:  parking in the front yards, no
designated loading area, and fascia, free-
standing, menu, and directional signs of
the type, number, height, and size de-
picted on the filed plans. Applicant was
also granted waivers/exceptions for land-
scaping, curbing, and lighting.

The Resolution has been filed with the
secretary to the Planning Board and is
available for public inspection at the Board’s
Office located in the Municipal Building,
2nd Floor, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, during regular business hours.

MCDONALD’S CORPORATION
MCDONALD’S REAL ESTATE COMPANY

BY:  Douglas J. Janacek, Esq.
GIBBONS P.C.

One Gateway Center
Newark, New Jersey  07102

(973) 596-4500
1 T - 3/24/11, The Times Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 15th of March
2011, and that said Ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 19th day of April 2011 at 7:30 p.m.,
at which time and place a public hearing
will be held prior to final passage of said
Ordinance and all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning the same. Copies of said Ordi-
nances can be obtained from the Town-
ship Clerk’s Office at any time prior to final
adoption at no cost to any member of the
general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-5
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRI-
ATING THE SUM OF
$190,00.00 FROM THE NEW
JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION IN CON-
NECTION WITH THE
PROJECT KNOWN AS
“RARITAN ROAD SECTION
6, MILLING & TOP COURSE
PAVING”

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/24/11, The Times Fee: $30.09
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of Westfield, in the County of Union, New Jersey, that a public hearing for the proposed

budget for the 2011-2012 school year will be held on Tuesday, March 29, 2011, in the Board Room of the Administration Building, 302
Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at 8:00 PM.

The budget will be on file in the Office of the Secretary of the Board of Education, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New Jersey, for
examination by the public between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM each school day.

The School District has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available for your local school district.

Vincent Yaniro
Interim Business Administrator

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2009 OCTOBER 15, 2010 OCTOBER 15, 2011
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 5356 5362 5342
  Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time 7 10 11
  Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 884 910 898
  Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time 21 17 15
     Subtotal - Pupils on Roll 6268 6299 6266
  Private School Placements 78 73 80
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Reg Prog 27
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 16 22 34
  Pupils Received 2 2

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
OPERATING BUDGET
  Budgeted Fund Balance - Operating Budget 10-303 800,000 800,000

Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 78,195,764 81,379,595 83,007,187
  Tuition 10-1300 115,759
  Transportation Fees from Individuals 10-1410 8,284
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 268,569 1,004,465 1,047,665
        SUBTOTAL 78,588,376 82,384,060 84,054,852
Revenues from State Sources:
   Extraordinary Aid 10-3131 868,585 825,076 670,351
   Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 3,556,600 448,345 1,293,793
  Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 466,172
  Adjustment Aid 10-3178 68,448
  Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 429,654
        SUBTOTAL 5,389,459 1,273,421 1,964,144
Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Medicaid Reimbersement 10-4200 19,541 26,138
  Education Jobs Fund 18-4522 154,725
       SUBTOTAL 19,541 181,863
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 1,321,227
Actual Revenues (Over) /Under Expenditures -1,574,185
        TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET 82,403,650 85,798,249 86,999,859

GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 53,131
Revenues from State Sources:
    Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 217,814 247,650 243,541
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES 217,814 247,650 243,541
Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Title I 20-4411-4416 166,080 167,543 159,598
  Title II 20-4451-4455 98,373 98,883
  Title III 20-4491-4494 16,501 12,134
  Title IV 20-4471-4474 11,576 11,056
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 1,809,252 1,423,135 1,462,298
  Other 20-4XXX 108,045
       TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 2,083,377 1,717,128 1,743,969
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 2,354,322 1,964,778 1,987,510

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
  Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 33 1,577
  Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 2,152,919 2,534,127 2,537,247
  Miscellaneous 40-1XXX 41,577
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 2,194,496 2,534,127 2,537,247
Revenues from State Sources:
Debt Service Aid Type II 40-3160 503,884 402,020 342,105
        TOTAL LOCAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,698,380 2,936,180 2,880,929
Actual Revenues (Over) /Under Expenditures 278,887
        TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,977,267 2,936,180 2,880,929
        TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES 87,735,239 90,699,207 91,868,298

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
Instruction:
  Regular Programs 11-1XX-100-XXX 28,185,529 28,021,781 29,027,561
  Special Education 11-2XX-100-XXX 5,689,037 5,848,614 6,034,830
  Basic Skills/Remedial 11-230-100-XXX 878,381 714,524 723,206
  Bilingual Education 11-240-100-XXX 217,301 220,223 203,010
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities 11-401-100-XXX 377,311 315,918 320,258
  School Sponsored Athletics 11-402-100-XXX 989,400 994,366 983,679
Support Services:
  Tuition 11-000-100-XXX 5,746,043 6,691,926 6,737,915
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 96,556 49,246 48,126
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 1,242,778 1,375,257 1,411,639
  Speech, OT, PT, Related & Extraordinary Services 11-000-216,217 3,280,200 3,173,692 3,483,303
  Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 1,770,583 1,688,379 1,762,399
  Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 1,491,241 1,895,280 1,760,696

  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 951,451 1,183,412 1,155,246
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 1,225,288 937,243 920,357
  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 20,503 86,092 56,683
  General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 1,677,351 1,979,362 1,752,036
  School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 3,286,095 3,238,962 3,364,690
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 2,111,473 2,129,920 1,941,341
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 5,575,561 6,824,829 6,176,748
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 2,372,524 2,771,418 2,591,150
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 15,180,398 15,548,996 16,510,000
         Total Support Services Expenditures 46,028,045 49,574,014 49,672,329
       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 82,365,004 85,689,440 86,964,873

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 38,646 48,649
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 60,160 34,986
        TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 38,646 108,809 34,986
       OPERATING BUDGET GRAND TOTAL 82,403,650 85,798,249 86,999,859

SPECIAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
  Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 53,131
Other State Projects:
  Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 35,789
  Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 49,656
  Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 87,468
  Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 44,544
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 357 247,650 243,541
        Total State Projects 217,814 247,650 243,541
Federal Projects:
  Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 166,080 167,543 159,598
  Title II 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 98,373 98,883
  Title III 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 16,501 12,134
  Title IV 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 11,576 11,056
 I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 1,809,252 1,423,135 1,462,298
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 108,045
         Total Federal Projects 2,083,377 1,717,128 1,743,969
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 2,354,322 1,964,778 1,987,510

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
  Repayment of Debt - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 2,977,267 2,936,180 2,880,929
        TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,977,267 2,936,180 2,880,929
        Total Expenditures 87,735,239 90,699,207 91,868,298

DEDUCT EXPENDITURES INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
  Local Contribution - Transfer to Grants & Entitlements 11-1XX-100-930
  Capital Reserve - Transfer to Repayment of Debt 12-000-400-933
  Transfer Property Sale Proceeds to Debt Svc Res 11-000-520-934

TOTAL EXPENDITURES NET OF TRANSFERS: 87,735,239 90,699,207 91,868,298

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCE

AUDITED AUDITED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED
BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE

BUDGET CATEGORY 6/30/2009 6/30/2010 6/30/2011 6/30/2012

Unassigned:
  General Operating Budget 2,762,795 3,316,658 2,039,628 1,689,540
  Repayment of Debt 280,497 1,610 1,577 0

Restricted for Specific Purposes:
  General Operating Budget:
    Capital Reserve 869 869 869 869
     Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
    Maintenance Reserve 0 0 0 0
    Legal Reserve 332,696 449,912 449,912 0
    Tuition Reserve 0 0 0 0
    Current Expense Emergency Reserve 0 0 0 0
  Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2010-11 2010-11 2011-2012
2008-09 2009-10 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost 11,601 11,839 11,814 12,035 12,354
Total Classroom Instruction 6,884 7,164 7,086 7,140 7,471
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 6,640 6,950 6,853 6,893 7220
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 158 141 150 153 166
Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 86 73 84 94 85
Total Support Services 2,029 1,966 1,887 1,943 2,051
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,743 1,704 1,651 1,661 1,777
Total Administrative Costs 1,255 1,381 1,377 1,422 1,396
Administration-Salaries and Benefits 992 1,106 1,082 1,088 1,123
Legal Costs 0 20 15 24 16
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 1,127 1,056 1,205 1,269 1,175
Operations & Maintenance of Plant-Salary & Ben. 727 727 785 789 787
Total Food Services Costs 1 0 0 0 0
Total Extracurricular Costs 305 272 259 260 261
Total Equipment Costs 12 6 0 8 8
Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 26.8 29.3 30.4 30.3 31.1

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2011 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations
were performed using the 2010-11 revised appropriations and 2011-12 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget.
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN
4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects

Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the
district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, enter an 'X' in column 4. Do not include equipment.
Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to capital projects fund (8326 and 8335). If the project is a request to exceed an existing
referendum (Under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-4.4(a)3), enter an 'X' in column 5 and enter the funding source for the request in column 6. Complete
a detailed budget for each project.

Request to
Project Dollar Eligible Exceed Funding Source

Description/Activity Number Amount for Grant Referendum for Request
Assessment for Debt Service 2001 34,986
Total Amount 34,986

1 T - 3/24/11, The Leader Fee: $556.92

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

MUSIC TO MY EARS...Four Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors were
selected for the All-Eastern Honors Music Ensembles. Pictured, left to right, are
William Shore, Amanda Ho, Charles Centinaro, and Jessica Moore.

SPFHS Seniors Selected for
Prestigious Music Ensemble
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –

Four Scotch Plains-Fanwood students
were selected to perform in the All-
Eastern Honors Ensembles. The Na-
tional Association for Music Education
chooses 350 choral students and 150
instrumental students for its All-Eastern
Honors Ensembles from thousands of
applicants throughout 11 northeastern
and Mid-Atlantic states, the District of
Columbia and Europe. Each high school
junior or senior must have performed in
his or her home all-state festival and

must be recommended by the home
state’s association president.

SPF High School seniors Charles
Centinaro, tenor; Jessica Moore,
mezzosoprano; and William Shore, tenor
will sing in the Mixed Choir concert on
Sunday, April 3, at 3 p.m. Senior Amanda
Ho will play piccolo in the orchestra
concert, to be held on Sunday, April 3, at
12:30 p.m. Both concerts will take place
in the Carl J. Murphy Performing Arts
Center, Morgan State University in Bal-
timore Maryland.

Alex Karakis Gets 2nd in 42nd Greek Festival

Alex Karakis

WESTFIELD - On March 5, the
42nd Annual Sights and Sounds Fes-
tival took place at Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church. This competition
was established to support the arts in
the youth of the Greek church.

In the Sights category, over 1,000
pieces of extraordinary art work,
crafts, and literature were displayed
and judged. In Sounds, more than
200 youth performances took place
and were judged by panels of high
quality judges. The judges reported
that they love seeing the high level
of competition and the organization
that characterizes this event.

Alex Karakis, an 8th-grader at
Terrill Middle School placed sec-
ond in the Junior-level Instrumental
Soloist category.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

March 21, 2011

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on April
11, 2011 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to hear
and consider the following appeal for vari-
ance from the requirements of Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

Applicants, Sherry and Andrew Hines,
residing at 28 Stoneleigh Park, Block 4208
Lot 4 seek permission to expand the exist-
ing master bedroom on the residence to
include a bath and a closet. To do so, the
Applicants will encroach upon the required
front yard set back by approximately 5 feet
contrary to Sections 11.5(E)(5) and
12.03(D) of the Land Use Ordinance. The
Applicants will also encroach upon the
minimum side yard set back by approxi-
mately 3.5 feet contrary to Section
11.05(e)(6) of the Land Use Ordinance
and continue to violate the requirement for
a two car garage, as only a one car garage
will continue to exist on the property. Appli-
cants seek variances from the following
Sections of the Land Use Ordinance:

List of Existing Nonconforming Zon-
ing Conditions:

1. Section 11.05(E)(4) requires a lot
depth of 140 feet. The property presently
has a depth of  74 feet; the property depth
will remain at 74 feet.

2. Section 11.05(E)(1) requires a lot
area of 16,000 square feet.  The property
presently has a lot area of 14,750 square
feet; the property area will remain at 14,750
square feet.

3. Section 11.05(E)(6) requires a side
yard setback of 15 feet. The property pres-
ently has a side yard set back of 2.65 feet
and 12.55 feet; the side yard set back will
remain at 2.65 feet and will be decreased
to 11.55 feet.

4. Section 11.05(E) (14) requires a two
car garage. The property presently has a
one car garage; the property will continue
to have only a one car garage.

List of New C.40:55D-70(c) and (d)
Variances Requested:

1. Section 11.05(E)(50 and 12.0e(D)
requires a front yard set back of 55.5 feet;
the present set back is 60.16 feet; the
proposed set back  will be 60 feet.

2. Section 11.05(E)(6) requires a side
yard set back of 15 feet;  the present side
yard set backs are 2.6 feet and 12.59 feet.
The proposed set back will be 2.6 feet and
11.55 feet.

3. Section 11.5(E)(14) requires a two
car garage on the property. There pres-
ently exists a one car garage. There will
only be a one car garage following the
proposed development of the property.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

The above applications/applicants also
may seek any other variances or waivers
that may be deemed necessary.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick & Estabrook
53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369

Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tel. (908) 233-6800

Attorneys for Applicants
1 T - 3/24/11, The Leader Fee: $70.89

PUBLIC NOTICE

West Chester University
Announces Dean’s List

WEST CHESTER, Pa. –
Michelene Lambros of Scotch
Plains and a freshman at West
Chester University has been names
to the Dean’s List. She is the daugh-
ter of Marc and Nancy Lambros
and a graduate of Scotch plains-
Fanwood High School.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Pinnacle Risk Solu-
tions, 82 Bloomfield Avenue, Pine Brook,
New Jersey 07058

SERVICES: Risk Manager/Consultant
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
DATE: March 15, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/24/11, The Times Fee: $16.32

SPF Scholarship Foundation Launches
Dollars for Students Campaign

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
On Saturday, March 26, and Sunday,
March 27, the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation (Foundation)
will launch the second phase of its
Dollars for Students campaign.

High school students who have
applied to the Foundation for schol-
arship assistance will knock on doors
in their neighborhoods to ask the
community for their support in reach-
ing the Foundation’s goal of raising
$25,000 to fund scholarships to be
given in 2011. Students will also col-
lect donations outside area businesses.

This is the 45th year the Foundation
has been distributing scholarship as-
sistance to area youth. In the history of
the Foundation, 2,244 students have
received $2,093,142 in scholarships.
In addition to its fundraising efforts,
the Foundation administers scholar-
ships sponsored by 19 local individu-
als and organizations, as well as ad-
ministering the capital of 23 estab-
lished scholarship funds.

Last year, with the community’s

assistance, the Foundation was able
to award 94 students $149,206 in
scholarship aid. In 2011, 144 students
have applied for scholarship assis-
tance and the Foundation would like
to be able to distribute an equal amount
in scholarship aid to those chosen by
our broad-based screening commit-
tee.

Mary Ball Cappio, president of the
Foundation, stated ,“This fundraising
effort will not only monetarily sup-
port our young people. When they go
off to college, they will know that
their community cares and stands with
them.”

Contributions are fully tax-deduct-
ible and 100 percent of the funds
raised will be used to aid high school
and college students in achieving their
higher education goals.

If a resident is not contacted in
person, or does not find an envelope
left by a student, they may send their
donation to the Scotch Plains Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, PO Box 123,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED BY
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional. This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Connor Strong, 40 Lake
Center Executive Park, Marlton, New Jer-
sey 08053

SERVICES: Health Insurance Broker/
Consultant

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
DATE: February 15, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/24/11, The Times Fee: $16.83
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Amatuer Wildlife Photography
Contest To Be Held At Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal are pleased to
announce the 2011 Wildlife Photog-
raphy Contest at Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside.

Amateur photographers, ages six
through adult, are invited to enter
their original photographs of wild
animals in their natural habitat.

Individuals may enter a maximum
of two photographs, but only images
of wildlife species native to the United
States are eligible for submission.
Images of exotic wildlife, pets or
domestic animals will not be consid-
ered. Entries must be un-matted, un-
framed 5 inches by 7 inches, black
and white or color prints.

The deadline for entries is April
15. Prizes will be awarded in each of
three age groups: six to 11, 12-17,
and 18 and older.

All photographs will be displayed
at the Trailside Visitor Center in
Mountainside until May 20. Winners
will be announced on Sunday, May 1,
during Trailside’s “Wild Earth Fest.”

Photographs will be judged by lo-
cal professional photographers and
prizes will be awarded in each age
group based on originality, composi-
tion, technical excellence and artistic
merit.

BUSY BEE…Mike Augustinyak’s
photo was the winner of the 2010 Wild-
life Photography Contest in the 18 and
older category.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“Red Riding Hood”
No Big Woof

1 popcorn

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Poor Anonymous. The author has had
to sit by lo these many centuries while the
scribes of every era offered up their
present-minded interpretation of his (or
her) “Red Riding Hood.” And poor us if
director Catherine Hardwicke’s newest
take on the classic fairy tale in any way
reflects the mood, temper and mindset of
our contemporary culture.

It would mean we are a rather con-
fused bunch living on an obviously lim-
ited budget and dominated by moneyed
interests who control us through the propa-
gation of superstition and self-serving
dogma. You’d think the director could at
least afford a better wolf to terrify us.
This mangy bit of taxidermy looks like he
was torn off the wall of a restaurant.

But our greatest sympathy must go to
the film’s target audience, the children in
their formative years who really just want
to see their teen idols: Amanda Seyfried
as Valerie (a.k.a. Little Red Riding Hood);
Shiloh Fernandez as Peter, her woodcut-
ter love interest; and Max Irons as Henry,
the rich boy Mom (Virginia Madsen)
really wants her to marry.

It’s bad enough this demography’s
educational future is continually used to
make hay by those disingenuous politi-
cians who know a good buck when they
see it. While not quite as treacherous,
making the kids sit through the filmmak-
ers’ pretentious idea of folkloric revi-
sionism in order to espy these pretty faces
wastes a chance to teach a thing or two.

That said, welcome to Miss
Hardwicke’s Medievalism, a bleak land
of thatched roofs, primitive inventions,
sack clothing and no shortage of sorrow-
ful foreboding. Upon our arrival, it ap-
pears that the wolf, after being a good boy
for more than twenty years, has broken
his contract. Boy, are we lucky. Imagine
if modern state governments did that.

The results are bloody. Afraid and
forever at each other’s throats because
of the dizzying uncertainty such a bro-
ken truce can cause, their world is torn
asunder. Thus, divided if not yet con-
quered, the disarray invites Gary
Oldman’s Father Solomon, a self-pro-
claimed savior, to the fright fest. Claim-
ing full wolf killing certification, he at
once sets up shop.

Putting on a Middle Ages version of a
medicine show, replete with impressively
dressed coterie and intriguing appurte-
nances, he explains this is no ordinary
beast. No, no…only a specialist such as
he can rid the little village of Daggerhorn

of the werewolf. There, he’s said it:
werewolf. And it’s going to cost you. Gee,
first the Black Plague and now this.

But not unlike our current demagogues,
good at spotting a bad situation and prof-
iting from it by arousing passion and preju-
dice, it soon becomes apparent Father
Solomon only sees this little fiefdom as a
stepping stone. Already gaining a rather
impressive reputation throughout the land,
we can only guess at the scope and breadth
of his sizeable ambitions.

Acting as a catalyst, the fear turned to
turmoil unearths and brings to the fore the
dark, deep secrets every self-respecting
burg inevitably harbors. It seems Valerie’s
mother once loved another. Oh the shame,
the gossip, and, of course, the adultery. In
other words, the sort of stuff regularly fed
to us on daytime TV. Call it “Housewives
of the Middle Ages.”

About a quarter way in, you wonder
how anyone could stomach this balder-
dash. Tut, tut, however. Mind you, toler-
ance. For the great unwashed should be
surprised to know that this superstition-
charged shebang belongs to its very own
genre. There it is in the major bookstore
chain, cordoned off and boldly embla-
zoned: “Teen Paranormal Romance.”

We’ve come a long way since Andy
Hardy sought the good counsel of his
esteemed dad, Judge Hardy, when he falls
in love with his drama teacher in “Andy
Hardy Gets Spring Fever” (1939). Now
we take it for granted when the perplexed
teenager is enamored of a werewolf, and
probably won’t tell her parents until half
the town has been wolfed down.

Plodding along as a barely stitched to-
gether series of scandalous divulgences
and omens, “Red Riding Hood’s” lack of
an imaginative plot causes the uninitiated
to seek sanctuary in some other aspect of
the film. But alas, Miss Hardwicke, who
has come to directing by way of a career in
production design, creates an artistically
disappointing Middle Ages.

The poor acting doesn’t help, either.
That’s too bad. An ambitious retelling of
the fable, albeit integrated with the bite
needed to please young tastes, could have
been rewarding. If “Red Riding Hood’s”
audience only knew how they’ve been
shortchanged, surely they’d exclaim:
“Grandma, what big profits you make
underestimating our intelligence.”

***
“Red Riding Hood,” rated PG-13, is a

Warner Bros. Pictures release directed by
Catherine Hardwicke and stars Amanda
Seyfried, Shiloh Fernandez and Gary
Oldman. Running time: 100 minutes

The Oratorio Society Proves
Both Faux and Fabulous

Oratorio Singers, Trent Johnson, conductor.
Sunday, March 6, The First United Methodist Church

 Magnificat Anima Mea, Buxtehude; Te Deum, Handel; Missa Hilarious,
PDQ Bach.

By BARBARA THOMSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Soci-
ety presented both Baroque and faux-
Baroque works at their annual concert
this year. “Real” composers Buxtehude
and Handel were joined by humorous
fake composer PDQ Bach in a nice
combination of the serious and the
silly.

Actually, even one of the real com-
posers was in doubt. The program
opened with a work attributed to
Buxtehude, the Magnificat Anima Mea
(“My soul magnifies the Lord”), but,
as Paul Somers’s excellent program
notes pointed out, scholars put it into
the “doubtful and misattributed” cat-
egory of Buxtehude’s works.
Buxtehude is remembered now more
as the youthful J. S. Bach’s musical
idol, and his music had a strong influ-
ence on Bach’s own style. But his
compositions are noted for their strong
contrapuntal writing and colorful and
soulful use of chromaticism. This
Magnificat (the Biblical words attrib-
uted to Mary at the annunciation) is a
pleasant enough work, but not up to
the level of the “real” Buxtehude.
Accompanied by string orchestra, its
long lines tended to wander, and the
harmonies, while sweet, were not
overly engaging.

The opening of the Handel Te Deum,
by contrast, grabbed the attention
right away with the addition of fes-
tive trumpets, reeds, and timpani, and
a general pick-up in energy level from
the chorus. This Te Deum (a common
Latin text of praise and thanks to
God) was written in 1743 to celebrate
the victory of King George II’s Brit-
ish troops over the French in Bavaria.
Following the custom of the time, the
battle king in his majesty is repre-
sented by the trumpets and timpani,
while the king at home in peace time
is represented by oboes. They were
joined by soloists bass-baritone Brace
Negron and countertenor Jeffrey
Mandelbaum. (A countertenor is a
man who sings falsetto – that is, in the
vocal range usually sung by a woman.
They are used today to replace the
Baroque-period castrati who would
have sung this part.) Tenor Kerry
Stubbs came out of the chorus to
supply the third voice in a trio move-
ment.

The Te Deum is a multi-movement
work, with sections for chorus, solo-
ists, and various combinations of the
above. Bass-baritone Negron had a
big, authoritative voice, and was es-
pecially effective in a duet with the
solo trumpet. Countertenor
Mandelbaum sang with a pleasing
sound, but was sometimes drowned
out by the chorus or by other soloists.
Tenor Stubbs, a professional singer,
not “just” a volunteer chorus mem-
ber, proved a capable third in the trio
movement, adding a bright, solid
sound to the mix.

The chorus had some moments of
glory and some moments of diffi-
culty. Some of the big choral sections
came off with energy and aplomb,
especially the strong opening and
closing movements. The soprano sec-

tion sang with a good point to their
sound but were occasionally weak or
out of tune in the highest register. The
basses sang with enthusiasm, but
sometimes their sound was so spread
(lacking that “point” the sopranos
had) that it didn’t carry well. While
the work as a whole had its glorious
moments, it had its lulls, too, where
energy seemed to flag.

The second half of the program
was a complete turn-around. Ficti-
tious composer PDQ Bach (a farcical
creation of composer Peter Schickele)
was “the last and least offspring” of
his famous father Johann Sebastian,
(who did, in actuality, have 20 chil-
dren), and all of PDQ’s works feature
made-up instruments, silly words, and
general nonsense. It is nonsense based
in musical erudition, however –
Schickele is an accomplished musi-
cian whose PDQ Bach works are
filled with musical in-jokes and skill-
ful parodies.

His Missa Hilarious includes parts
for Bargain Counter Tenor
(Mandelbaum), Basso Blotto
(Negron), and some contraption made
out of a long piece of bright yellow
tubing attached to the end of a penny
whistle, played with magisterial
aplomb by Andrew Lamy. The text
was full of silliness. The first move-
ment was titled “Yriekay” (That’s
Kyrie in pig Latin, in case you didn’t
notice), and featured music swiped
from Johann Sebastian’s Magnificat,
as well as sections of “K-K-K-Kyrie”
based on the old song “K-K-K-Katie”.
(How many of us are old enough to
remember that one? It was written in
1917.) The Credo ended with ”A-
men, A-woman, Ah-Wilderness, Ah-
Nuts, Ah-Choo!” And, as the chorus
must have worked up an appetite with
all that singing, instead of the standard
dona nobis pacem (“give us peace”),
they sang dona nobis pasta (“give us
pasta”)!

The soloists were not left out of the
silliness. Basso Blotto Negron had
one of his phrases completed by Bar-
gain Counter Tenor Mandelbaum, who
leaped into the fray as the bass’s notes
got way too high. And Mandelbaum’s
solos in the Credo were up in the
nosebleed range for a male singer. We
won’t even mention the Gloria –
(“Sock it to me, Gloria!”) The chorus
not only had a good time, but, interest-
ingly, did some excellent singing with-
out any of the problems that showed
up in the first half of the program. The
music probably wasn’t as difficult, for
one thing, but it seemed that, freed
from the strictures of “serious” sing-
ing, they were able to be more free and
open with their sound and energy level.
My only complaint was that a listener
couldn’t understand all of the words –
I had to look at a score afterwards to be
sure of some of them. At the same
time, you’d lose the surprise if the text
were printed out, so you’re damned if
you do and damned if you don’t.

Conductor Trent Johnson seemed
fully in command of the situation, be
it serious or silly, and the chorus and
orchestra were attentive to his every
nuance. All in all a good job.

Kean Stages to Present
Theater Classics and More

UNION - Kean Stage will present
The Griffin Theatre Company’s
Frindle, a musical for young audi-
ences on Sunday, April 10, at 3 p.m.
in the Wilkins Theatre. Griffin The-
atre brings to young people original
productions of award-winning con-
temporary children’s literature. All
world premieres, Griffin’s work
speaks to young people with plays
that reflect the life, experiences, tri-
als and tribulations of the children in
the audience. Frindle is a heartwarm-
ing story of a resourceful and gutsy
5th grader who decides to put what he
learns in school to the test.

 For slightly older children and their
families, Kean Players on Tour pre-
sents an adaptation of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream on April 1 at 12 Noon
and 8 p.m., April 2 at 2 and 8 p.m. and

April 3 at 2 p.m. in the University
Center Little Theatre.

On April 17 at 3 p.m., New Jersey
Dance Theatre Ensemble will present
a recital of contemporary dance in
the Wilkins Theatre. This fast paced
contemporary dance ensemble will
perform a diverse repertoire featur-
ing the works of prominent dancers
and teachers from Netherlands Dance
Theatre, Nacho Duato, Paris Opera,
Joffrey Ballet, Dance Theater of
Harlem, Lar Lubovitch, Martha Gra-
ham, Paul Taylor, Elisa Monte, Twyla
Tharp, David Parsons, Mark Morris
and Alvin Ailey.

Kean Dance Theatre will present a
performance that will encompass idi-
oms of modern, jazz, Latin, funk,
musical theatre, hip-hop and ballet in
the Wilkins Theatre on Friday, April
1, at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, April 2,
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Under the artistic direction of Luis
Martinez, assistant professor in the
Department of Physical Education,
Recreation and Health, the
University’s resident dance ensemble
showcases innovative, theatrical, di-
verse and high-spirited dance works,
performed and choreographed by fac-
ulty, alumni, guest choreographers,
and students.

Kean University is located at 1000
Morris Avenue, Union. Tickets to
Frindle, Midsummer and NJ Dance
Theatre Ensemble are $15. Admis-
sion to Kean Dance Theatre is $12.

To purchase tickets, call the Kean
box office at (908) 527. 7469 or buy
on-line at keanstage.com.

GUTSY GUY… Frindle, the heart-
warming story of a resourceful and
gutsy 5th grader who decides to put
what he learns in school to the test, is a
musical perfect for young audiences.

PROUD ARTIST...Tanner Clemson, a Wesley Hall Kindergarten student, proudly
points to his artwork, which is displayed in honor of Youth Art Month in the
window of Ortho Care in downtown Westfield.

Young Playwright Winners
Announced; Plays Performed

CRANFORD - The Theater
Project, Union County College’s Pro-
fessional Theater Company, has an-
nounced this year’s winners of its
annual Young Playwrights Competi-
tion.

Four winners were selected and
their original plays were performed
on Sunday, March 6, by The Theater
Project’s company of professional
actors.

The prize-winning young play-
wrights, 10th grader Janine Puhak of
Cranford won 1st Place; and 9th grader
Nicole Jaeckel of Green Brook took
4th place. Both are student at Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung.

Janine said, “When it was time to sit
down and write a play, I wanted to
create a story that would make people
laugh. This scene of a girl and her
aunts amicably arguing in a dressing
room flashed through my mind, and
after that I immediately knew the en-
tire plot. Seeing it come alive on stage
was awesome, and I’m thankful that I
had such a great experience with
playwriting.”

 “Originally I had some trouble com-
ing up with an idea for my play. I
decided to write about some students
having trouble writing a play! I had
fun creating the characters and form-
ing the plot. I was surprised and ex-
cited when I received Honorable Men-
tion,” Nicole said.

These students received savings
bonds as prizes prior to seeing and
hearing their winning plays performed
by The Theater Project. The produc-
tion was followed by a lively discus-
sion with the playwrights, actors and
audience.

The competition was open to New
Jersey residents in secondary schools
(ages 13 to 18). Student playwright
Janine will receive a $600 savings
bond for 1st Place; and Nicole, who
was selected for Honorable Mention,
will receive citations and gift certifi-
cates.

The goal of the Young Playwrights
Competition is to encourage the next
generation of theater practitioners and
audience by honoring their work and
bringing it to life.

HIGH TEA TIME: A High Tea party for 20 at Ana Beall’s, complete with virtuoso
performance by WSO musicians and hosted by Maestro David Wroe, is one of the
exciting items up for bid at the live auction to be held at the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra fundraising Gala on Saturday, March 26, at Plainfield Country Club.
This year’s Gala, “Spring Serenade,” will also include a silent auction as well as
a cocktail reception, gourmet dinner and dancing to a 10 piece band. Invitations
have been mailed to WSO subscribers and supporters, but attendance is open to
the public and invitations may be obtained by calling the WSO office at (908) 232
9400. Pictured, left to right, are: Nancy Baker, owner of Ana Beall’s Tea Room;
Maestro Wroe, Elizabeth Ryan, WSO Director of Marketing;  and Dawn Perkins,
Ana Beall’s Events Coordinator.

Photo courtesy of MSMA Young Playwrighters
BROUGHT TO LIFE...Winners of the Young Playwrights Competition had their
plays performed by a troupe of professional actors. Pictured, left to right, are:
Nicole Jaeckel,  Karen Engelmeyer, English teacher at Mount Saint Mary
Academy and Janine Puhak.

‘Sophie Tucker’ to Be Guest At
Fanwood Library April 3

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will present “Sophie
Tucker – Last of the Red Hot Ma-
mas” on Sunday, April 3, at 3 p.m. as
part of the library’s celebration of
Women’s History Month.

This free program will celebrate
the life and career of the Russian-
born American entertainer known for

her vaudeville performances of earthy,
suggestive songs, whether jazzy or
sentimental, whose trademark song
was “Some of These Days.” She also
made eight movies and appeared on
radio and, as it became popular, tele-
vision. Her fame and popularity lasted
more than 50 years.

Grayce Coviello will portray
Sophie Tucker, describing her life in
the entertainer’s inimitable style and
performing an eclectic selection of
songs, accompanied by Regan Ryzuk
on the piano.

An accomplished cabaret and re-
gional theater performer, Ms.
Coviello has had lead roles in Leader
of The Pack, Guys and Dolls, Grease,
Godspell, Pippin, Sordid Lives and
One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest. A
question-and-comment session with
Ms. Coviello will follow the show.
The library is located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road.

This performance, along with many
other events, will be made possible
with funds raised by the Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library, a
non-profit organization that supports
library programs and services.

For more information about activi-
ties of the Friends organization, con-
tact Carol Campell at
campell@verizon.net or call (908)
322-9179.

 Mid-Day Musicales
Continues  March 30
WESTFIELD - The husband and

wife duo of William Shadel, clarinet,
and Barbara Thomson, piano, will
perform March 30 at the next Mid-
Day Musicale at the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield. These free,
half-hour noon concerts are presented
in the church sanctuary, 125 Elmer
Street, and are followed by an optional
luncheon for $7.

For further information, or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, De-
partment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS Repertory Theatre
Teases It Up In Production of Hairspray

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written by The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Can an un-
derdog beat a bully and win the title
of “Miss Teen Hairspray”? That could
be an episode of the mega hit TV
show “Glee,” but it’s really a portion
of the plot line of the popular Broad-
way musical Hairspray, with music
and lyrics by former Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) stu-
dent Marc Shaiman.

The fast-paced, lively show ran
through last weekend at the Manya
Ungar Memorial Auditorium in
SPFHS.

The setting is 1962, when hair was
teased and teen TV shows like
“American Bandstand” were popu-
lar. “Pleasantly plump” teenager
Tracy Turnblad (Samantha Pearl
Tropper) dreams of dancing on TV as
she opens the musical with the song,
“Good Morning, Baltimore.”

After school, Tracy watches the
teenage dance show, “The Corny
Collins Show” starring Corny Collins
(Matt Zawodniak) with her best friend
Penny (Maddie Dillon). She hears of
open dance auditions for the show
and wants to give it a try although her
mother, Edna (Connor Cheney), a
super plus-sized mom, doesn’t want
her to go because Tracy might be
mocked due to her weight.

Tracy’s father, Wilbur (Matt
Kempner) gives his blessing, so the
teen cuts school and auditions. While

there, she literally bumps into her TV
heartthrob, Link Larkin (Nick
Poulios) who is dating a girl named
Amber Von Tussle, (Julie Busch) a
spoiled brat who feels she’s entitled
because she’s thin, blonde and a regu-
lar on the show.

Amber’s mom, Velma (Julia Babis)
a former “Miss Baltimore Crabs” and
racist producer of “The Corny Collins
Show,” rejects Tracy from the audi-
tion because of her size, and sends
Little Inez (Krystie Lyn Tomlinson)
packing because she is black. The TV
show only gives black teens a chance
to be onscreen one day a month on
what is called “Negro Day.”

At school the next day, Tracy gets
detention for skipping class and there
she meets Seaweed J. Stubbs (Charles
Centinaro II), the son of the host of
Negro Day, Motormouth Maybelle
(Alyssa Christian). Seaweed teaches
Tracy some fancy dance steps, which
she uses at the Sophomore Hop where
she impresses Corny Collins.

The show’s sponsor, Mr. Spritzer
(Sam Zimmerman), talks to Velma
about Tracy being a regular part on
the show. In the hot number, “Velma’s
Revenge,” Amber’s mom threatens
to ruin Tracy and fire Corny. A true
believer in equality, Tracy inspires
everyone to march against the station
on the following day, Mother-Daugh-
ter Day, to protest the show’s segre-
gation. Before they march,
Motormouth Maybelle, who tells us

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG CONSOLATION…Penny Pingleton (Maddie Dillon) and Edna Turnblad
(Connor Cheney) try to console Tracy (Samantha Pearl Tropper) in Hairspray.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COOL CAT…Corny Collins (Matt Zawodniak) and his cotton-candy colored
gals are part of Hairspray, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s musical. Former
SPFHS student Marc Shaiman wrote the music and lyrics with Scott Wittman.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRACY WINS…In Hairspray, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Repertory
Theatre’s latest musical production, size doesn’t matter as Tracy Turnblad
(Samantha Pearl Tropper) wins the “Miss Teen Hairspray” competition after
leading a protest to integrate the Corny Collins TV Show in 1962.

she is “Big, Blonde and Beautiful,”
rallies the group at her Record Shop.
During the protest, Velma calls the
police, fights break out and arrests
follow.

A cleverly-staged song, “The Big
Dollhouse” opens Act II with all of
the gals behind bars. Even Velma is
there, but gets sprung by the gover-
nor who releases both her and her
daughter. Tracy’s dad Wilbur has
mortgaged his joke store to bail out
the remaining women, all except for
Tracy who can’t be released and is in
solitary confinement. Back home, in
an adorable number where husband
and wife sing and dance, “(You’re)
Timeless to Me,” Edna and Wilbur
reminisce about their past.

Later, Link sneaks into the jail to
see Tracy. As those two reunite,
Penny’s mother, Prudy (Kayla
Spector), ties up her errant daughter
but Seaweed rescues her. The four
then devise a plan to help integrate
the show, while Motormouth shares
her remembrances of the struggle for
equality in a blockbuster, the soulful
number, “I Know Where I’ve Been.”

On the day of the Miss Teenage
Hairspray competition, Corny
Collins starts the show with a song
“It’s Hairspray” that features lots of
great dancing choreographed by Gisa
Dilorio. The results of the contest are
about to be announced, when Tracy
takes over the stage, and is joined by
her posse of friends. Lots of people
get what they want by the end of the
show and celebrate with the catchy
tune, “You Can’t Stop the Beat.”

Heading the list of a stellar cast is

Samantha Pearl Tropper who belts
out song after song and dances up a
storm as Tracy. Her “mother” Connor
Cheney and father Matt Kempner are
superior playing zany characters with-
out making them mere caricatures.
Julia Babis’s Velma is a gorgeous mom
we love to hate and her daughter,
Amber, played by Julie Busch, plays
the mean girl to a tee.

Standout Charles Centinaro II
dances and sings his way into our
hearts. Adorable as his new found
girlfriend is Maddie Dillon who turns
innocence into passion. When the
Dynamites (Dominique Bray,
Osazenoriuwa Ebose, and Varshini
Narayanan) come out in their red se-
quined dresses, they look and sound
supreme. The role of Motormouth
Maybelle is handled well by Alyssa
Christian who, on opening night,
brought whistles and cheers because
of the sincerity of her performance.

Co-directors Matthew Capodicasa
and Christine Perrotta, along with vet-
eran choreographer Gisa Dilorio and
Jan Allen, music director, have col-
laborated to bring out a firecracker of
a show that, just like the contagious
song, “You Can’t Stop the Beat,” keeps
toes tapping.

Under the baton of orchestra direc-
tor Durand Thomas, the sixteen piece
band has the audience rocking in their
seats.

Thomas Wolfe was wrong when he
wrote “you can’t go home again” as
composer/lyricist Marc Shaiman
proved he could come home through
his music that was embraced so joy-
ously in Scotch Plains.

Dance the Night Away to
“New Beats” at St. Bart’s

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,
March 26, at 7 p.m. at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle auditorium, the Lame Irish
Owl Co. will present William Shore
and Friends “New Beats” featuring
Paul Milan, Hazy Jane, Rhythm of the
Knights, and select students from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Listen to Paul, Will Shore, and Bob
Steinfeld of Westfield High School,
along with young jazz pianist Nathan
Graham of Fanwood and Nick Poulios,
a junior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS.) Nick will ac-
company Will, Shannon McGovern,
and Maddie Dillon, vocalists of the
Moonglowers.

Proceeds will benefit St.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and
The Times

CELESTIAL LIGHT...Anthony
Hope (Christopher Morrissey) with
his disguised love Johanna (Olivia
Ryan) are bathed in light along
with Tobias Ragg (Matt Lynn) in a
recent WHS Theatre Department
production of Sweeney Todd, the
Demon Barber of Fleet Street.

Bartholomew’s “Charity Begins at
Home” fund and the Greater Newark
Youth Orchestra, a tuition-free music
program.

William, a senior at SPFHS, started
this concert series when he was an
eighth-grade student at St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School,
as a way to give back to the school and
the parish community.  “I discovered
great pleasure in bringing together
people of all ages with interesting
talents, while providing service to the
community,” William said.

In order to continue the production
of high-quality programs and to offer
talented individuals of all ages the
opportunity to showcase their musical
abilities, your support would be greatly
appreciated.

German author Berthold Auerbach
once remarked, “Music washes away
from the soul the dust of everyday life.”

Come to the concert and let us wash
away the dust. St. Bartholomew the
Apostle auditorium is located at 2032
Westfield Avenue. Don’t forget your
dancing shoes.

Tickets are $20 before March 26;
general admission at the door is $25.
(BYOB). Light refreshments and door
prizes will also be provided.

For information, call (908) 754-7697
or (908) 338-8495.

This hand-colored etching by Karla
Gudeon  will be available at the Spring
Fine Art and Crafts at the Westfield
Armory Show.

 Arts and Craft
Show at Armory
WESTFIELD - Once again trans-

formed into a gallery featuring top
fine artists and fine crafters, the
Westfield Armory will host the 2nd
annual Spring Fine Art and Crafts at
the Westfield Armory Show on April
9-10.  Presented by Rose Squared
Productions, Inc., the show runs from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

Come to the Spring Fine Art and
Crafts at the Westfield Armory show
to see the creations of talented fine
artists and the work of over 120 fine
artists, photographers and fine crafters.

The  Armory is located at 500
Rahway Ave in Westfield.Visit
rosesquared.com for discount cou-
pons, show details and directions.

‘The Way to a Man’s Heart
Is Through His Stomach’

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD - Folklore has it that
housewives in Montreal, in search of
a few moments of relaxation, con-
cocted a club for their husbands,
where once a month the husbands
could engage in wholesome fun – in
a manner that keeps them out of mis-
chief. And so it happened in 1977 in
Montreal, Les Marmitons was formed
in North American modeled after
similar chapters in France and En-
gland. Today, one of the most vibrant
chapters of the dozen or so in North
America is right here in New Jersey –
Les Marmitons of Cranford.

Les Marmitons hails as a “gastro-
nomic and social club of gentlemen
who share a common interest in fine
food, wine and the culinary arts.” Guest
professional chefs organize and direct
the members in creating spectacular
meals – which the group consumes on
the spot, smoothed with several fine
wines to complement each course.

Les Marmitons (chef helpers) may
be skilled amateurs in the cuisine
preparation, but be assured they are
professional in their merriment and
partaking – an evening of all smiles.

The March 14 dinner was held at
the Kenilworth VFW, the Cranford
club’s regular venue due to the fine
kitchen and excellent dining hall. Ap-
proximately 40 members from 6 to
10 p.m. harkened to the call, mostly
from Cranford, Westfield and Union,
though several traveled from places
such as Holmdel and Sparta. “Chef
de Cuisine” C.J. Reycraft of Chez
Catherine in Westfield planned and
guided the magnificent affair. Ric
Hum of Westfield, as the club’s ad-
ministrator of the night, recruited his
friend, the “renowned Chef C.J.”

For one to really enjoy the evening,
a person needs to savor the likes of:

Quaffer: Domaine de Montcy
Cheverny Red 2007.

Course 1 – “Moules,” Mussels
with Tarragon and Pernod accompa-
nied by Chateau La Touche Muscadet
2009.

Course 2 – “Noix de St-Jacques,”
Seared Sea Scallops accompanied
by Domaine Auvigue Macon Vil-
lage 2009.

Course 3 – “Steak au Poivre,” Po-

tato Gratin, Caramelized Endive ac-
companied by Jean Luc Thunevin
Presidial Bordeaux 2009.

Course 4 – “Plateau de Fromages,”
Cheese Plate accompanied by
Domaine de Mourchon Cotes du
Rhone 2008.

Course 5 – “Fondant au Chocolat,”
Warm Dark Chocolate Molten cake
with Vanilla Crème Anglaise accom-
panied by Casalone Brachette Dolce
Mariposa 2009.

Chef C.J. and his helpers explained
the gourmet menu and preparations
as servings unfolded. One may be
tested with pronouncing half of the
menu but are delighted consuming it
in its entirety. Words can only in-
duce hallucinations of scent, sight
and smell, but only the palate can
tell you the all – sensational!

In their generosity, ShopRite Li-
quors of Westfield donated splendid
“fromage” and Breadsmith of
Cranford donated superb breads.
Cool Vines of Westfield purveyed
the wines. For such a meal as that
night, one can obtain all the ingredi-
ents at the above stores. The prepa-
ration instructions would include:
“Mix with inspiration, sprinkle
heavily with merriment and blend in
a generous amount of talent.”

At the beginning of the evening,
this guest was honored though be-
fuddled by being presented with the
Les Marmitons uniform jacket and
hat (toque). The attire and behavior
are a longstanding tradition. Shortly,
the functionality would become ap-
parent.

Bob Rial of Cranford, standing in
for club president Richard Dreher,
mercifully kept speeches short at the
end of the evening. “Chef de Cui-
sine” C.J. Reycraft was honored for
his contribution to the evening – all
glasses were full and held high in the
air with praise.

One way you can tell if it was a
good dinner, C.J. said, “Just look at
the front of your frock.”Looking
down, the practicality became evi-
dent – My virgin Les Marmitons
jacket was no more. I was pleasantly
covered with sauces and wine.

Grouped arm on shoulders and
one hand free with the glass, we all
had a good belly laugh.

EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY…On March 14, gentlemen gathered at the
Kenilworth VFW for a sampling of fine wines, French gourmet cuisine and
merriment at the Cranford Chapter of Les Marmitons’ monthly soirée, where a
“bon moment” was had by all. Pictured, in foreground, left to right, are: Ric Hum,
Bob Rial, Horace Corbin and “Chef de Cuisine” C.J. Reycraft of Chez Catherine
in Westfield.

The Music Man Marches Into
Scotch Plains April 9 - 10

SCOTCH PLAINS -
One of America’s most
beloved musicals, The
Music Man, comes
marching into Scotch
Plains this April for four
performances at the
Academy for Performing
Arts.

The cast of 34 talented
high school performers
represent 14 towns in
Union County perform-
ing in the Academy’s first
musical production.

The talented cast is lead
by Brendan Paternostro
as Harold Hill with
Samantha Furst and Ariel
Sheridan double cast as
Marian Paroo. The supporting cast
includes Allison Gallo as Mrs. Paroo,
John Patterson as Mayor Shinn,
Jaclyn Weisser as Eulalie Shinn,
Taylor Scott as Amaryllis, Claire
Meehan as Gracie Shinn, Dan Stein
as Winthrop, Camila Bermudez,
Leah Killmer, Kyra Morling and
Jasmine Taylor as the Pick-a-little
Ladies, William Apicella as Charlie,
Deanna Carlucci and Kelly Free-
man as Zaneeta, Dan Cohen as
Tommy Djilas, Aaron McCombs,
Ryan Kiel, Andrea Moore,
Giulianna Viera as the School Board
Quartet, and Bria Bacon, Cristina
DeCristofaro, Joselyn Delgado,
Rebecca English, Keani Esparra,

SHINING STARS...Brenden Paternostro stars as
Harold Hill, and Westfield resident Samantha Furst
stars as Marian Paroo in the 2 p.m. Saturday, April
9, and 2 p.m. April 10, shows of the Academy for
Performing Arts production of The Music Man.

Kevin Grunder, Julia Hodczac,
Katie Lafemina, Emory Munoz,
Lorin Tompkins, Yahna Tullis and
Christian Zeron as Iowa River Citi-
zens.

The Music Man opens on Thurs-
day, April 7, at 7:30 p.m. Other
performances include 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 9, and 2
p.m. Sunday, April 10. The perfor-
mances will be held at the Black
Box Theatre, Academy for Perform-
ing Arts, Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools at 1776 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

All seats are $10 and tickets can
be purchased  by visiting the website
apamusicman.eventbrite.com.

344 South Avenue East

Westfield, NJ   07090

Open 7 Days 10am - 8pm

908.789.2888

www.jennifer-dayspa.com

The Jennifer
Day Spa II

GRAND OPENING SPECIALS!!

Basic Facial
Photo Rejuvenation
RF Bio-Lift
Micro Dermabrasion
Oxygen Facial

$60.00
$135.00
$135.00
$135.00
$150.00

$49.99
$80.00
$100.00
$70.00
$100.00

Regular Special
All Massages

 $49.99

(1 Hour)
•Full Body
•Swedish
•Deep Tissue
•Hot Stone

•Aromatherapy
•Quick Relaxation

•Anti Stress
•Purifying

First Time

Clients

Only

Now in
Westfield

Jazz Pianist and
Composer Fred

Hersch at UC PAC
Sunday, April 3 at 6 p.m.

Fazioli Piano Loft at
Union County PAC

1601 Irving Street – Rahway
Tickets $15; call the UC PAC

box office at (732) 499-8226, or
visit ucpac.org for tickets.



www.goleader.com

Monk’s Painting

MonksPainting.com

(973) 635-7900




