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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
RECOGNITION EVENT...At CONTACT We Care’s annual meeting, new
board members were inducted, volunteers were recognized and new “listeners”
were commissioned. Pictured, left to right, are: Nancy Birkenstock, Joe Swingle,
Kim Defronzo, Howie Frisch, Joan Glass Morgan, Geoffrey McCarthy, David
Owens, Sharon Stockwell, Jeffrey Feldman, Leesa Nash and President of the
Board, Karen Yutsus.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FASHIONABLE FUNDRAISER...Ladies dressed to the nine’s glance at auction items at the Mountainside PTA’s  “Rock
of Fashion” fundraiser held at L’Affaire in Mountainside on March 10.  The extravaganza was attended by more than 400
women, who were also treated to dinner and a fashion show. See more photos at goleader.com/photos.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
FUNDS FOR FOP...Gary Whyte is assisted by Caitlin English in announcing
raffle winners at the 10th Annual Comedy Show to benefit FOP research held
March 12 at Our Lay of Lourdes Church in Mountainside. The event was held in
memory of 18-year-old Mountainside resident B.J. Giannone, who passed away
earlier this year after collapsing at a swim meet.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WOODEN WONDERS...Westfield Cub Scouts from the Tiger Division watch
with anticipation as their handmade wooden race cars cross the finish line at the
annual Pinewood Derby held March 12 at the The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

BOE Suspends Berman With Pay
Over Bid Rigging Allegations

By BETSEY BURGDORF,
LAUREN BARR AND PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Following bribery
charges levied against Westfield
School Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman on March 9 as part of a
bid-rigging scandal uncovered by the
state Attorney General’s office, the
board of education announced Fri-
day that it had suspended Mr. Berman
with pay “pending further review by
the board.”

New Jersey Attorney General Paula
Dow last week charged Mr. Berman
in connection with a bid-rigging and
kickback scheme from 2001 to 2010
orchestrated by Kenneth Disko, an
engineer from Mountainside. Mr.
Disko is the contracted engineer or
engineer/architect on record for the
Westfield, Tinton Falls and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts.

Mr. Berman, 55, was charged with

second-degree bribery for allegedly
accepting more than $13,000 worth
of window glass and doors installed
at his South Plainfield home by Met-
ropolitan Metal Window Company
of Fanwood, from 2004 to 2008, in
return for making written recommen-
dations that the Westfield Board of
Education appoint Metropolitan as
the district’s “contractor of record.”

“The board of education takes all
allegations of financial impropriety
very seriously; therefore, Mr. Berman
has been suspended from his duties,
pending further review by the board,”
according to a statement released by
district spokeswoman Lorre Korecky
on Friday. “The board also takes its
fiduciary obligations to the students
and taxpayers of Westfield very seri-
ously; therefore, a full review of the
district’s contracts and financial
records will be undertaken, conducted
by an external auditor during the rel-
evant time period set forth in the
allegations.”

In the meantime, at an emergency
meeting last Thursday night, the board
authorized the hiring of an interim
business administrator. The board also
appointed Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan as acting business
administrator until an interim busi-
ness administrator is hired.

“The board will respect Mr.
Berman’s privacy in this matter and

will update the public upon resolu-
tion of the matter,” according to the
board’s statement.

When reached on Thursday, Mrs.
Korecky said, “At this point, it is an
open and active legal matter that we
are not discussing.” She said Mr.
Berman was suspended with pay ac-
cording to state statutes. “State law
requires that under the current cir-
cumstances, Mr. Berman’s suspen-
sion is with pay. If circumstances
change, the board will, of course, re-
evaluate whether it is permitted to
apply a suspension without pay,” Mrs.
Korecky stated.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
released the following statement on
Monday to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times: “As a matter of
policy, I do not comment on legal
matters; however, I do fully support
the board’s swift action to suspend
Mr. Berman and their decision to
protect Westfield residents by con-
ducting an external audit. It is pru-
dent to use an outside auditor to re-
view all relevant financial records.”

When reached for comment Fri-
day concerning the charges, Mr.
Berman’s attorney, Blair Zwillman
of Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer,
told The Times, “He’s an honorable
man.” He said that Mr. Berman “will
not be pleading guilty,” as the items

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Eyes Study to Cut
Inmate Population at Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night on a resolution awarding a
$55,704 contract to a company to
conduct a review of the population
at the county jail in Elizabeth.

Union County Department of Cor-
rections Director Brian Riordan said
the company, Luminosity, Inc. of St.
Petersburg, Fla., has helped reduce
jail populations in Camden and Mer-
cer Counties. He said the number of
Camden County inmates was cut 22
percent – from 1,800 to 1,300 –
while Mercer County reduced its
average prison population by 100
prisoners.

“They (Luminosity) do this by
examining the operations and prac-
tices of all the stakeholders in the
criminal justice system,” Mr.

Riordan told the freeholders at last
Thursday’s board agenda meeting.
“The jail has very little to do with
how quickly, or how slowly the
wheels of justice move. There are
certain practices or issues that might
be identified through this study that
could shed some light and call for
some necessary improvement.”

He said the company’s analysis
would include stakeholders such as
the public defenders, judges, mu-
nicipal judges, the jail itself and the
county prosecutor’s office, as well
as the probation and parole systems.
Mr. Riordan estimated that the re-
view would take three months.

Mr. Riordan said if the county
were able to decrease the number of
inmates held at the Union County
jail by 10 percent, which would
amount to 100 inmates, “We would

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

GW BOE Looking to Exceed
Cap With Second Question
By THOMAS S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – During its regular
meeting Tuesday night, the borough’s
board of education focused on various
resolutions and committee assign-
ments, including addressing recent acts
of vandalism to Washington School,
as well as discussing the 2011 budget
and how to reduce existing debt.

“Washington School has been van-
dalized quite a bit recently,” stated
Russell Graham, chairman of the
board’s Buildings and Grounds Com-
mittee, “so we started looking into
installing surveillance cameras, or just
putting up a chain-link fence.”

“One of the doors was broken and
kids actually got into the school,” Mr.
Graham elaborated. “The main thing
that happened was [that] there was a
chair lift on the outside of the building
for handicap accessibility, and [the
vandals] literally smashed that.”

“The chair lift was broken during
the day, during afternoon hours but
before five o’clock,” Board President
Adele Lewis clarified, also noting the
incident occurred “a few weeks ago
when the warm weather hit for a few
days.”

Mr. Graham explained that the com-
mittee is looking into working with
the Garwood Police Department to
have officers on foot patrol on the
Washington School grounds on a regu-
lar basis. The problem with just hav-
ing officers drive by in cars, he ex-

plained, is that “the kids are on to it
and they manage to hide out when
they see the cops drive by.”

“We did give the police some leads
[based on the observations of neigh-
bors], but nothing panned out,” Ms.
Lewis added.

Mr. Graham also noted the discov-
ery of asbestos “encased in concrete”
within the older wing of Washington
School, and “a letter would have to be
written stating that [the board] knows
it’s there, and if it ever gets disturbed,
someone has to address it.”

“We have to put something on our
website that states there is asbestos on
our property,” Mr. Graham added.

The board also discussed the school
budget for 2011, with the tax levy total
being $6,651,935, an increase of 2
percent over last year, which equals
the state’s new cap on tax levies.

“[The board] will be paying out a
debt service payment of $195,000,”
stated Finance Committee Chair-
woman Susan Groning, “by paying
that, we will have a tax reduction of
$34 [per $100,000] assessed.”

However, Ms. Groning then ex-
plained that this figure does not in-
clude the $134,744 needed to fund the
following non-mandatory programs:
full-day kindergarten, sports, the
eighth-grade play, instrumental mu-
sic, and art. In order to fund these
programs, the board intends to put a
second question on the Wednesday,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Interim Bus. Admin. Appointed;
Taxes to Rise $171 Per Avg. Home

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education ap-
pointed Vincent Yaniro
Tuesday night as interim
business administrator for
the Westfield Board of
Education following the
suspension of  long-term
Business Administrator
Robert Berman on charges
of bribery in connection
with a bid-rigging scandal
announced last week by the
state’s Attorney General’s office. The
bid-rigging scandal also includes
Kenneth Disko of M. Disko Associ-
ates, the engineer of record for the
Westfield school district.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan said Mr. Yaniro has served

as a business administrator for
Ridgewood and Chatham and has
also acted as an interim business ad-

ministrator for Somerset
Hills.

Ms. Dolan announced
that she worked “as quickly
as I could to bring a candi-
date to the district with Mr.
Yaniro’s knowledge and
expertise.”

Board of Education
member Richard
Mattessich thanked the su-
perintendent for working to

find a qualified candidate so quickly
and said that he thought, “Mr. Yaniro
was a good choice.”

Board Vice-President Ann Cary
stated that she also felt that the board
should “terminate all relationships
with engineer, Mike Disko and with

Vincent Yaniro

the Metropolitan Company,” a win-
dow company also involved in the
scandal.

Board President Julia Walker said
that those matters would be discussed
in a private session by the board.

In other business, Ms. Dolan gave
a presentation regarding the proposed
$92-million budget for the 2011-12
school year. She said the budget would
increase spending 1.3 percent over
last year, which would equate to an
increase of $1,169,209. According to
the superintendent, the $85.9-million
tax levy would translate to a $171 tax
increase on an average assessed home
of $184,000.

In her report, the superintendent
noted that in the last two years 54
supervisory, teaching, secretary, com-
puter technicians, custodians, librar-
ians, counselors and paraprofessional
positions had been cut by the district
and 41 after-school programs had
been eliminated.

According to school officials, other
revenue sources include $525,000 in
health insurance contributions from
employees, $184,000 in student ac-
tivity fees, $182,465 in tuition and
transportation fees and $175,000 in
grants.

Ms. Dolan commented that, “put-
ting this budget together was like
making sausage. We are stuffing as
much in as we can.”

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, March
22, which will be a continued discus-
sion of the school budget. It will be
held at the Westfield High School
Cafeteria B as will the Tuesday, March
29 meeting. Both meetings will be-
gin at 8 p.m. The board will vote to
adopt the budget at the March 29
meeting.

The board also announced that a
BOE candidates’ night will take place
Wednesday, April 13 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Westfield High School Cafeteria.
The forum is being sponsored by the
Parent Teacher Council. School board
candidates are Ms. Cary, Jessica Bless-
ing, Mark Friedman, Keith Hertell,
Karym Hoens, Roseanne Kurstedt,
Joseph Miceli and Jennifer Silva. They
are running for three open seats on the
BOE in the Wednesday, April 27,
school election.
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WHAT A VIEW...Scotch Plains resident Joanne Krueger catches up on the local
news reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while visiting the 10,000 ft.
summit of Haleakala volcano on Maui. Mauna Kea, located on the Big Island of
Hawaii, can be seen in the distance,  100 miles away.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
LADIES NIGHT OUT...At  Mountainside PTA’s “Rock of Fashion” fundraiser held at L’Affaire in Mountainside on March 10, over 400 women from the area gathered to eat, drink and be merry while hoping to win one of the several hundred auction
items donated by local merchants and residents. Attendees also enjoyed a fashion show, which featured clothes from a local retailer. The fashions were worn by moms and faculty members who strutted the catwalk, which weaved through the banquet
facility. See more photos at goleader.com/photos.

in question were not a gift, and he
plans on supplying documentation
as such. Mr. Zwillman said that there
is no law prohibiting Mr. Berman
from doing business with a com-
pany that also does business with the
Westfield school system.

According to Mr. Zwillman, Mr.
Berman was visited by investigators
from the Attorney General’s office
during the week of March 1, and
retained him after that occurrence.

According to the Attorney
General’s Office, Mr. Disko was
charged with submitting quotes and
estimates to the three school dis-
tricts and recommending approval
of the fraudulent bid contracts in
exchange for more than $80,000 in
kickbacks from contractors.

Also charged in the case are John
Sangiuliano, 56, of Scotch Plains,
co-owner of Metropolitan Metal
Window Company; Martin W. Starr,

Times the mood at the emergency
BOE meeting held March 24, one
day after the charges were made
public, was one of shock and disbe-
lief.

“I was speechless. I have worked
with him [Bob Berman] for many
years,” she said upon hearing the
news. Mrs. Cary said that at the
meeting, the board attempted to re-
gain order and has requested a fo-
rensic audit and asked for Mr.
Berman, who was not at the meet-
ing, to resign. “The board of educa-
tion moved swiftly to make sure the
work of the district continued,” she
said, regarding the appointment of
Superintendent Dolan as acting busi-
ness administrator effective imme-
diately.

Severing the relationship the board
has with Mr. Disko, who is the engi-
neer or engineer/architect on record
for the Westfield School District,
could prove more difficult since it is
contractual. “I would like to see our
relationship with Mr. Disko termi-
nated,” Mrs. Cary said.

She had similar sentiments to-
wards Metropolitan Metal Window
Company, (Metro). Metropolitan
currently is involved in a project at
Edison Intermediate School. “I do
not want to see Metro do that work.
I feel strongly that they should not
be involved; they should be termi-
nated,” Mrs. Cary said.

“The big thing right now is to let
the public know we are doing every-
thing in our power to keep the board
focused on the students and taxpay-
ers,” Mrs. Cary said, adding, “Mr.
Berman’s problems are now his prob-
lems.” She said she hopes the board
can re-group and return its attention
to the $92.2-million budget, which
will be presented to taxpayers on
Wednesday, April 27. “The most im-
portant thing is to pass the budget,”
she said, claiming it is being held
together with “spit and sticks.”

Mrs. Cary has announced that she
will seek reelection as the only in-
cumbent in the race. About the seven
other candidates and the allegations
against Mr. Berman – “I would hope
their focus is on the students and
taxpayers and not on creating tur-
moil about this situation,” she said.

Candidate Keith Hertell, who
served on the BOE in the 1990s and
was finance committee chair, said
he worked with Mr. Berman on a
number of projects, specifically the

44, of Cliffwood Beach, owner of
Starr Contracting, and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Construc-
tion and Tara Construction.

Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
arrested and held in the Union
County jail with bail set for each at
$50,000, while Mr. Disko, Mr.
Sangiuliano and Mr. Berman were
charged by complaint-summonses.
Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
released on bail from the jail March
9, according to the Union County
Department of Corrections.

Authorities charge that in bidding
one contract in the Westfield schools,
Mr. Disko told Mr. Sangiuliano he
would include the replacement of
seven windows in the scope of work
for the bidding specifications, even
though those windows had been al-
ready replaced by Mr. Sangiuliano.
This allegedly enabled Mr.
Sangiuliano to bid lower than other
contractors, knowing he would not
have to replace the windows. Metro-
politan was awarded the contract.

Mr. Sangiuliano faces further al-
legations that he installed free win-
dow glass and doors at Mr. Berman’s
home in exchange for the business
administrator’s recommendation of
Metropolitan as contractor of record
for the Westfield school district.

Listed among testimonials on the
Metropolitan Window website were
the following quotes: “I’ve worked
with Metropolitan Metal Window
Co., LLC on a number of projects.
Their ability to execute the
architect’s vision reflects their depth
and breath of experience in this busi-
ness. Nowhere is their expertise bet-
ter demonstrated than in their work
in the Westfield, New Jersey, school
system – Ken Disko, Project Engi-
neer, M. Disko Associates.”

“Metropolitan Metal Window
Co.’s work at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School was delivered on time,
within budget, and executed with
excellent workmanship – Robert A.
Berman, School Business Adminis-
trator/Board Secretary, Westfield,
N.J. Public Schools.”

Westfield Board of Education
Vice-President Ann Cary told The

save a tremendous amount of
money.”

“I think it’s going to yield some
positive results for us,” Mr. Riordan
said.

The board also considered a resolu-
tion from Mr. Riordan to once again
sign a one-year contract with the Essex
County Department of Corrections to
house inmates at East Orange General
Hospital when they need to be admit-
ted for non-emergency care. He said
the county saved $400,000 over the
last two years by placing inmates at
East Orange instead of Trinitas Re-
gional Medical Center in Elizabeth,
located down the street from the Union
County jail.

Mr. Riordan said Essex County cor-
rections maintains a secure section of
East Orange General, thus Union
County does not need to have its
sheriff’s officers with the inmates,
unlike Trinitas, whereby the county
has to expend overtime costs for offic-
ers to maintain custody of inmates.

Essex County charges $331 per
day to secure Union County inmates
admitted at East Orange General.
The contract the freeholders will
vote on is for $95,000.

In other business, the freeholders
considered a resolution to approve
spending $640,000 from the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund for the
acquisition of a one-acre lot at 1590
Cooper Road in Scotch Plains. The
lot would be used by the county as
an expansion of Ponderosa Farm
Park, which the county purchased
for $10 million 2003.

The board approved a $3.5-mil-
lion contract with Suffern, N.Y.-
based Turco Golf, Inc. on March 3
for development of the park, includ-
ing construction of two natural grass

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Inmate Population

April 27, school election ballot, which,
if passed, would actually raise the
2011 property tax levy by $72 per
$100,000 assessed, which when com-
bined with the tax reduction, would
make the final property-tax increase
only $38 per $100,000 assessed valu-
ation.

“We did go through the budget line
by line, week after week,” Ms. Groning
stated. “We penny-pinched this thing
to death.” The Thursday, March 24
board of education meeting will be
dedicated to breaking down the 2011
budget, she said.

The board also discussed a resolu-
tion drafted by the Building and
Grounds Committee to allow the N.J.
Safe Driving Academy, a project that
Garwood Police Officer James Wright
and retired Police Officer Mike Wil-
son have been “trying to get off the
ground” for some time now, as Ms.
Lewis explained. The resolution says
the Academy will be charged a $50
usage fee and $213.78 custodial fee to
use a board of education building on
Saturday, April 2, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW BOE

turf field at Kehler Stadium. “This
was a 10-year project of mine, and
Bob was very helpful in providing
moral support to me, from time to
time,” Mr. Hertell stated. “As to the
specific charges leveled against him,
I find them hard to believe, as I know
Bob to be of the highest moral char-
acter. I wish him well in the coming
months with the allegations of
wrongdoing, and would remind any-
one and everyone that he is pre-
sumed innocent.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F)
School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Anthony Del Sordi
told The Times that the SP-F Board
of Education “received no official
notice” from the Attorney General’s
office of the charges against Mr.
Disko, stating he “saw it on nj.com.”

Mr. Del Sordi said he was uncer-
tain what action would be taken re-
garding contracts involving Mr.
Disko and the SP-F BOE, stating,
“Over the next week, the board will
be issuing a statement.” Mr. Del
Sordi stated that although the dis-
trict had minimal involvement with
Mr. Disko, he was hired for several
projects, including writing the speci-
fications for installation of the
district’s two new turf fields.

“I am very saddened by the entire
incident. It is obvious, in light of this
situation, that we now have to moni-
tor our business professionals,” Mr.
Del Sordi said. When asked whether
Mr. Disko approached him with ille-
gal offers, or if he had prior knowl-
edge of the scheme, Mr. Del Sordi
said, “It is obvious I had no knowl-
edge of what was going on.”

When contacted by The Times
Monday, a person who answered the
phone at M. Disko and Associates
said Ken Disko, “no longer works
here.” Through searches of the State
of New Jersey’s website, The Times
was unable to determine the owner-
ship of M. Disko and Associates,
and was unable to find proof of an
engineering license for Ken Disko.
According to the state Department
of Community Affairs’ online regis-
try, professional engineering and
professional planner licenses are
valid for Michael D. Disko and
Michael D. Disko, Jr.

According to the Attorney
General’s office, the charges against
the individuals will be presented to a
state grand jury for potential indict-
ment.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bid-Rigging Charges: Berman, Disko Engineering
soccer fields, a paved driveway and
parking lot, restroom building, water
spray park, planted landscape berms,
paved walkways and a pedestrian
bridge, and a maintenance building.

The board considered a resolution
last Thursday to approve a $330,000
contract with GameTime of Spring
Lake to purchase and install play-
ground and sprayground components
for Ponderosa. The board also is set
to add $22,500 to the contract with
T&M Associates of Middletown for
a new contract of $723,056. The in-
crease was due to changes directed
by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection that re-
sulted in a “reduced level of con-
struction in various areas” of the 23-
acre property.

T&M was given a contract in No-
vember of 2009 to complete design
and engineering services for the
project.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET DICUSSION…The Garwood Board of Education, at its Tuesday night
meeting, discusses its proposed $6,651,935 school tax levy and whether to seek a
second public question on the Wednesday, April 27, school election ballot to
exceed the state’s 2 percent cap on tax levies.
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Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON YOUR MARK...Runners of all ages dart across the starting line at last Saturday’s St. Bart’s inaugural 5K race. The
race weaved through the streets of Fanwood before ending back at St. Bart’s. The race was part of Scotch Plains Mayor
Nancy Malool’s Wellness Challenge.

WHAT A VIEW...Scotch Plains resident Joanne Krueger catches up on the local
news reading The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while visiting the 10,000-foot
summit of Haleakala volcano on Maui. Mauna Kea, located on the Big Island of
Hawaii, can be seen in the distance,  100 miles away.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPEN FORUM...Mayors Colleen Mahr of Fanwood, seated, left, and Nancy
Malool of Scotch Plains, seated, right, answer residents’ questions about possible
shared-services initiatives between the two towns at a forum last Thursday.
Standing at left is Fanwood resident Harry McNally.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIRLS RULE...At the start of the township council meeting last Tuesday, Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool read a proclamation declaring last week as Girl Scout
Week, and several members of Brownie Girl Scout Troop No. 694 led the council
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

SP Council OKs Special Needs
School at Cellar Ave. Location
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved an
ordinance that revises permitted uses
in the business zone and clears the
way for a special-needs school to be
based at the former Verizon building
at 1000 Cellar Avenue.

The Newmark School, a special-
needs school with facilities currently
in Plainfield and Carteret, had been
seeking the ordinance change in dis-
cussions with the council during the
past several months so that it could
consolidate its services in Scotch
Plains. The ordinance change, which
was unanimously approved, estab-
lishes special-needs schools as a con-

ditional use in the B-1 Business Zone.
Newmark’s facility will be allowed
to be situated at the Cellar Avenue
property even though its proposed lot
size would be considerably smaller
than what existing zoning guidelines
require for schools.

The Verizon property itself is about
five acres, while zoning requirements
call for schools to have about five to
six acres. Newmark’s attorney, Steve
Hehl, told the council earlier in the
year that the school would require no
more than about an acre to meet its
unique educational needs.

At Tuesday’s public hearing prior
to the council’s vote, Deputy Mayor
Mary DePaola noted the “growing
demand in New Jersey for special-

needs schools” and said a “gap in our
zoning law” was being closed with
the change to the ordinance.

In other business, the council ap-
pointed Pinnacle Risk Solutions as
the township’s risk management con-
sultant for 2011. The appointment
was set to be considered in early
February but Township Attorney Jef-
frey Lehrer raised concerns about
whether Rich Duthie, a member of
the township zoning board of adjust-
ment and an employee of Pinnacle,
had “used his position [as a zoning
board member] to secure a position
[as risk manager].”

After investigating the question,
Mr. Lehrer in February found there to
be “no impediment” to Pinnacle be-
ing considered for the risk manage-
ment position. The council’s vote on
Tuesday was 4-1, with Councilman
Kevin Glover voting ‘no.’ Last month,
Mr. Glover had raised questions about
what he said was Pinnacle’s lack of
experience in the risk management
arena.

The council also authorized town-
ship planner Maser Consulting to
prepare a redevelopment plan for the
properties designated earlier this
month as Areas in Need of Rehabili-
tation, namely Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club and the properties housing
the municipal building, the library
and the public works department.

Two weeks ago, the council ap-
proved a resolution making the desig-
nation, which will allow the munici-
pal government, according to Mayor
Nancy Malool, to control what might
get built on the 145-acre country club
property in future years. The council’s
vote on Tuesday was 4-1, with Coun-
cilman Michael Marcus voting ‘no.’

Final approval was given to an or-
dinance restricting parking on Prom-
enade, off North Avenue. One resi-
dent who spoke during the public
hearing called the street a “commuter
parking lot” and urged similar re-
strictions on adjacent streets, some-
thing the council will consider after
evaluating the effectiveness of the
Promenade restrictions, which will
forbid parking on the east side be-
tween 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. during the
week.

SP and FW Councils to Meet
On Shared Services Plans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The gov-
erning bodies of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will meet separately, and
then jointly, in the coming weeks to
determine which of their municipal
departments will be seriously con-
sidered for merger or some other level
of shared services.

At a forum held last Thursday to
further discuss a consultant’s shared-
services study that was completed
last year, Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy
Malool said the two councils would
meet on their own before the end of
the month in advance of a joint meet-
ing sometime in April, “to come to
some determination as to what de-
partment we’ll look at first.”

Seated alongside Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, her co-host for the
forum that was attended by some 60
residents and officials from both

towns, Mayor Malool pointed out
that the heads of both police depart-
ments — “the most expensive de-
partments for both towns,” she added
— have already been in discussions
about potential sharing of services
and operations. The study overseen
by Jersey Professional Management
recommended the mergers of the two
towns’ police and public-works de-
partments.

The 90-minute program consisted
mostly of the two mayors answering
questions from residents, with a num-
ber of the queries focusing on how
any department mergers would be
implemented given the differing clas-
sifications of municipal employees
— Scotch Plains is a civil service
town while Fanwood is not. Those
questions were preceded by Mayor
Mahr taking note of legislation intro-
duced earlier that day by State Senate
President Stephen Sweeney that
would withhold state aid from towns
that do not agree to share any services
deemed to be able to be shared.

Calling the proposal “not a carrot,
[but] a stick,” Mayor Mahr also said
that, under the Sweeney legislation,
civil service rules would be suspended
if shared services could be imple-
mented. Mayor Malool said the pro-
posal was “disappointing” because
schools are exempt even though, in
general, some 60 percent of prop-
erty-tax bills are earmarked to local
boards of education.

Addressing aspects of the shared-
services report itself, Mayor Malool

told Alexander Smith of Scotch Plains
that she was “pretty confident we can
do something,” although she cau-
tioned, as she has in the past, that
even if all the study’s recommenda-
tions were implemented, the savings
per taxpayer would be about $100
per year. Speaking to a Fanwood resi-
dent concerned about cutbacks in
nighttime patrols if the police depart-
ments were merged, as the study pro-
posed, Mayor Mahr said that had
been only a recommendation on how
to realize savings in the police de-
partment. She said there was no in-
tention of “embracing that specific
recommendation.”

Mayor Malool, responding to
Fanwood resident Rob Lambert, said
she favored reducing workforces via
attrition rather than layoffs. And she
favored leaving decisions of required
manpower up to the heads of each
department.

Both mayors agreed with sugges-
tions that smaller steps be taken to at
least begin implementing shared ser-
vices, with Scotch Plains resident
Michael Joy urging the two towns to
“pick low-hanging fruit,” or easier
areas where consolidation can be ac-
complished easily, such as in admin-
istrative areas.

Mayor Mahr agreed, saying per-
haps an initial effort can be directed
towards areas that do not “have as
dramatic a punch to it.” Mayor Malool
said both towns have been “proac-
tive” in the shared-services arena,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Eyes Study to Cut
Inmate Population at Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night on a resolution awarding a
$55,704 contract to a company to
conduct a review of the population at
the county jail in Elizabeth.

Union County Department of Cor-
rections Director Brian Riordan said
the company, Luminosity, Inc. of St.
Petersburg, Fla., has helped reduce
jail populations in Camden and Mer-
cer Counties. He said the number of
Camden County inmates was cut 22
percent – from 1,800 to 1,300 – while
Mercer County reduced its average
prison population by 100 prisoners.

“They (Luminosity) do this by ex-
amining the operations and practices
of all the stakeholders in the criminal
justice system,” Mr. Riordan told the
freeholders at last Thursday’s board
agenda meeting. “The jail has very
little to do with how quickly, or how
slowly the wheels of justice move.
There are certain practices or issues
that might be identified through this

study that could shed some light and
call for some necessary improve-
ment.”

He said the company’s analysis
would include stakeholders such as
the public defenders, judges, munici-
pal judges, the jail itself and the county
prosecutor’s office, as well as the
probation and parole systems. Mr.
Riordan estimated that the review
would take three months.

Mr. Riordan said if the county were
able to decrease the number of in-
mates held at the Union County jail
by 10 percent, which would amount
to 100 inmates, “We would save a
tremendous amount of money.”

“I think it’s going to yield some
positive results for us,” Mr. Riordan
said.

The board also considered a reso-
lution from Mr. Riordan to once again
sign a one-year contract with the
Essex County Department of Correc-
tions to house inmates at East Orange
General Hospital when they need to
be admitted for non-emergency care.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Suspends Berman
Over Bid-Rigging Charge

By BETSEY BURGDORF, LAUREN
BARR AND PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Following bribery
charges levied against Westfield
School Business Administrator Rob-
ert Berman on March 9 as part of a
bid-rigging scandal uncovered by the
state Attorney General’s office, the
board of education announced Fri-
day that it had suspended Mr. Berman
with pay “pending further review by
the board.”

New Jersey Attorney General Paula
Dow last week charged Mr. Berman
in connection with a bid-rigging and
kickback scheme from 2001 to 2010
orchestrated by Kenneth Disko, an
engineer from Mountainside. Mr.
Disko is the contracted engineer or
engineer/architect on record for the
Westfield, Tinton Falls and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts.

Mr. Berman, 55, was charged with
second-degree bribery for allegedly
accepting more than $13,000 worth
of window glass and doors installed
at his South Plainfield home by Met-
ropolitan Metal Window Company
of Fanwood, from 2004 to 2008, in
return for making written recommen-
dations that the Westfield Board of
Education appoint Metropolitan as
the district’s “contractor of record.”

“The board of education takes all
allegations of financial impropriety
very seriously; therefore, Mr. Berman
has been suspended from his duties,
pending further review by the board,”
according to a statement released by

district spokeswoman Lorre Korecky
on Friday. “The board also takes its
fiduciary obligations to the students
and taxpayers of Westfield very seri-
ously; therefore, a full review of the
district’s contracts and financial
records will be undertaken, conducted
by an external auditor during the rel-
evant time period set forth in the
allegations.”

In the meantime, at an emergency
meeting last Thursday night, the board
authorized the hiring of an interim
business administrator. The board also
appointed Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan as acting business
administrator until an interim busi-
ness administrator is hired.

“The board will respect Mr.
Berman’s privacy in this matter and
will update the public upon resolu-
tion of the matter,” according to the
board’s statement.

When reached on Thursday, Mrs.
Korecky said, “At this point, it is an
open and active legal matter that we
are not discussing.” She said Mr.
Berman was suspended with pay ac-
cording to state statutes. “State law
requires that under the current cir-
cumstances, Mr. Berman’s suspen-
sion is with pay. If circumstances
change, the board will, of course, re-
evaluate whether it is permitted to
apply a suspension without pay,” Mrs.
Korecky stated.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
released the following statement on
Monday to The Scotch Plains-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Property Taxes Should Drop
Along With Home Values

James M. Foerst

SCOTCH PLAINS – Is a property
tax appeal right for you?

In the last five years, home values
in Union County have dropped dra-
matically. As the real estate market is
depreciating, your property taxes have
been increasing.

As a taxpayer, you have the right to
appeal your property tax assessment
as a means to reduce your real estate
tax obligations. As a taxpayer con-
sidering an appeal, you should un-

derstand that you must prove that
your home’s assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.”

With a successful tax appeal, your
lowered tax assessment will be set
for the three years, which can amount
to a considerable amount of savings.
The best way to succeed in appealing
your taxes is to present your claim to
the courts through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of
Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.
Foerst brings with him his experi-
ence with local government and the
municipal budget process.

Save money in this economy. Make
the sale of your home more attrac-
tive. Reduce your long-term expenses
and make it more affordable to stay in
your home. All with lowered taxes.

Tax appeals must be filed by April
1. For more information about tax
appeals, visit www.spectorfoerst.com
and complete the complimentary as-
sessment form to see if you can save
money on your taxes, or get started
with a free consultation by calling
James M. Foerst at (908) 322-4886.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Fanwood’s 1st Annual St. Patty’s Day Music Festival

Saturday, 12:30 til 9 pm

Train Station, North Side

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RECOGNITION EVENT...At CONTACT We Care’s annual meeting, new
board members were inducted, volunteers were recognized and new “listeners”
were commissioned. Pictured, left to right, are: Nancy Birkenstock, Joe Swingle,
Kim Defronzo, Howie Frisch, Joan Glass Morgan, Geoffrey McCarthy, David
Owens, Sharon Stockwell, Jeffrey Feldman, Leesa Nash and President of the
Board Karen Yutsus.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LADIES NIGHT OUT...At  Mountainside PTA’s “Rock of Fashion” fundraiser, held at L’Affaire in Mountainside on March 10, over 400 women from the area gathered to eat, drink and be merry while hoping to win one of the several hundred auction
items donated by merchants and residents. Attendees enjoyed a fashion show, which featured clothes from a local retailer. The fashions were worn by moms and faculty members, who strutted the catwalk, which weaved through the banquet facility.

Thomas S. Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUNDS FOR FOP...Gary Whyte is assisted by Caitlin English in announcing
raffle winners at the 10th Annual Comedy Show to benefit FOP research held
March 12 at Our Lay of Lourdes Church in Mountainside. The event was held in
memory of 18-year-old Mountainside resident B.J. Giannone, who passed away
earlier this year after collapsing at a swim meet.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion appointing Thomas Russo to the
planning board for 2011.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Malool read a proclamation declar-
ing last week as Girl Scout Week, and
several members of Brownie Girl
Scout Troop No. 694 led the council
in the Pledge of Allegiance. The girls
also presented the mayor with boxes
of Girl Scout cookies. Another proc-
lamation designated Wednesday,
March 16, as Pediatric Cancer Aware-
ness Day, and two students spoke
about their efforts to raise awareness
through their schools. The council
also passed a resolution declaring
March as Women’s History Month.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

He said the county saved $400,000
over the last two years by placing
inmates at East Orange instead of
Trinitas Regional Medical Center in
Elizabeth, located down the street
from the Union County jail.

Mr. Riordan said Essex County
corrections maintains a secure sec-
tion of East Orange General, thus
Union County does not need to have
its sheriff’s officers with the inmates,
unlike Trinitas, whereby the county
has to expend overtime costs for of-
ficers to maintain custody of inmates.

Essex County charges $331 per
day to secure Union County inmates
admitted at East Orange General. The
contract the freeholders will vote on
is for $95,000.

In other business, the freeholders
considered a resolution to approve
spending $640,000 from the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund for the ac-
quisition of a one-acre lot at 1590
Cooper Road in Scotch Plains. The
lot would be used by the county as an
expansion of Ponderosa Farm Park,
which the county purchased for $10
million 2003.

The board approved a $3.5-million
contract with Suffern, N.Y.-based
Turco Golf, Inc. on March 3 for de-
velopment of the park, including con-
struction of two natural grass soccer
fields, a paved driveway and parking
lot, restroom building, water spray
park, planted landscape berms, paved
walkways and a pedestrian bridge,
and a maintenance building.

The board considered a resolution
last Thursday to approve a $330,000
contract with GameTime of Spring
Lake to purchase and install play-
ground and sprayground components
for Ponderosa. The board also is set
to add $22,500 to the contract with
T&M Associates of Middletown for
a new contract of $723,056. The in-
crease was due to changes directed

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Union County Freeholders
Fanwood Times: “As a matter of
policy, I do not comment on legal
matters; however, I do fully support
the board’s swift action to suspend
Mr. Berman and their decision to
protect Westfield residents by con-
ducting an external audit. It is pru-
dent to use an outside auditor to re-
view all relevant financial records.”

When reached for comment Fri-
day concerning the charges, Mr.
Berman’s attorney, Blair Zwillman
of Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer,
told The Times, “He’s an honorable
man.” He said that Mr. Berman “will
not be pleading guilty,” as the items
in question were not a gift, and he
plans on supplying documentation as
such. Mr. Zwillman said that there is
no law prohibiting Mr. Berman from
doing business with a company that
also does business with the Westfield
school system.

According to Mr. Zwillman, Mr.

Berman was visited by investigators
from the Attorney General’s office
during the week of March 1, and
retained him after that occurrence.

According to the Attorney
General’s Office, Mr. Disko was
charged with submitting quotes and
estimates to the three school districts
and recommending approval of the
fraudulent bid contracts in exchange
for more than $80,000 in kickbacks
from contractors.

Also charged in the case are John
Sangiuliano, 56, of Scotch Plains,
co-owner of Metropolitan Metal Win-
dow Company; Martin W. Starr, 44,
of Cliffwood Beach, owner of Starr
Contracting, and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Construc-
tion and Tara Construction.

Mr. Starr and Mr. Gallagher were
arrested and held in the Union County
jail with bail set for each at $50,000,

while Mr. Disko, Mr. Sangiuliano
and Mr. Berman were charged by
complaint-summonses. Mr. Starr and
Mr. Gallagher were released on bail
from the jail March 9, according to
the Union County Department of
Corrections.

Authorities charge that in bidding
one contract in the Westfield schools,
Mr. Disko told Mr. Sangiuliano he
would include the replacement of
seven windows in the scope of work
for the bidding specifications, even
though those windows had been al-
ready replaced by Mr. Sangiuliano.
This allegedly enabled Mr.
Sangiuliano to bid lower than other
contractors, knowing he would not
have to replace the windows. Metro-
politan was awarded the contract.

Mr. Sangiuliano faces further alle-
gations that he installed free window
glass and doors at Mr. Berman’s home
in exchange for the business
administrator’s recommendation of
Metropolitan as contractor of record
for the Westfield school district.

Listed among testimonials on the
Metropolitan Window website were
the following quotes: “I’ve worked
with Metropolitan Metal Window
Co., LLC on a number of projects.
Their ability to execute the architect’s
vision reflects their depth and breath
of experience in this business. No-
where is their expertise better dem-
onstrated than in their work in the
Westfield, New Jersey, school sys-
tem – Ken Disko, Project Engineer,
M. Disko Associates.”

“Metropolitan Metal Window Co.’s
work at Roosevelt Intermediate
School was delivered on time, within
budget, and executed with excellent
workmanship – Robert A. Berman,
School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary, Westfield, N.J. Pub-
lic Schools.”

Westfield Board of Education Vice-
President Ann Cary told The Times
the mood at the emergency BOE
meeting held March 24, one day after
the charges were made public, was
one of shock and disbelief.

“I was speechless. I have worked
with him [Bob Berman] for many
years,” she said upon hearing the
news. Mrs. Cary said that at the meet-
ing, the board attempted to regain
order and has requested a forensic
audit and asked for Mr. Berman, who
was not at the meeting, to resign.
“The board of education moved
swiftly to make sure the work of the
district continued,” she said, regard-

ing the appointment of Superinten-
dent Dolan as acting business admin-
istrator effective immediately.

Severing the relationship the board
has with Mr. Disko, who is the engi-
neer or engineer/architect on record
for the Westfield School District,
could prove more difficult since it is
contractual. “I would like to see our
relationship with Mr. Disko termi-
nated,” Mrs. Cary said.

She had similar sentiments towards
Metropolitan Metal Window Com-
pany, (Metro). Metropolitan currently
is involved in a project at Edison
Intermediate School. “I do not want
to see Metro do that work. I feel
strongly that they should not be in-
volved; they should be terminated,”
Mrs. Cary said.

“The big thing right now is to let
the public know we are doing every-
thing in our power to keep the board
focused on the students and taxpay-
ers,” Mrs. Cary said, adding, “Mr.
Berman’s problems are now his prob-
lems.” She said she hopes the board
can re-group and return its attention
to the $92.2-million budget, which
will be presented to taxpayers on
Wednesday, April 27. “The most im-
portant thing is to pass the budget,”
she said, claiming it is being held
together with “spit and sticks.”

Mrs. Cary has announced that she
will seek reelection as the only in-
cumbent in the race. About the seven
other candidates and the allegations
against Mr. Berman – “I would hope
their focus is on the students and
taxpayers and not on creating turmoil
about this situation,” she said.

Candidate Keith Hertell, who
served on the BOE in the 1990s and
was finance committee chair, said he
worked with Mr. Berman on a num-
ber of projects, specifically the turf
field at Kehler Stadium. “This was a
10-year project of mine, and Bob was
very helpful in providing moral sup-
port to me, from time to time,” Mr.
Hertell stated. “As to the specific
charges leveled against him, I find
them hard to believe, as I know Bob
to be of the highest moral character. I
wish him well in the coming months
with the allegations of wrongdoing,
and would remind anyone and every-
one that he is presumed innocent.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F)
School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Anthony Del Sordi
told The Times that the SP-F Board of
Education “received no official no-
tice” from the Attorney General’s
office of the charges against Mr.
Disko, stating he “saw it on nj.com.”

Mr. Del Sordi said he was uncer-
tain what action would be taken re-
garding contracts involving Mr. Disko
and the SP-F BOE, stating, “Over the
next week, the board will be issuing
a statement.” Mr. Del Sordi stated
that although the district had mini-
mal involvement with Mr. Disko, he
was hired for several projects, in-
cluding writing the specifications for
installation of the district’s two new
turf fields.

“I am very saddened by the entire
incident. It is obvious, in light of this
situation, that we now have to moni-
tor our business professionals,” Mr.
Del Sordi said. When asked whether
Mr. Disko approached him with ille-
gal offers, or if he had prior knowl-
edge of the scheme, Mr. Del Sordi
said, “It is obvious I had no knowl-
edge of what was going on.”

When contacted by The Times Mon-
day, a person who answered the phone
at M. Disko and Associates said Ken
Disko, “no longer works here.”
Through searches of the State of New
Jersey’s website, The Times was un-
able to determine the ownership of
M. Disko and Associates, and was
unable to find proof of an engineer-
ing license for Ken Disko. According
to the state Department of Commu-
nity Affairs’ online registry, profes-
sional engineering and professional
planner licenses are valid for Michael
D. Disko and Michael D. Disko, Jr.

According to the Attorney
General’s office, the charges against
the individuals will be presented to a
state grand jury for potential indict-
ment.

Bid-Rigging Charges: Berman, Disko Engineering

by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection that re-
sulted in a “reduced level of con-
struction in various areas” of the 23-
acre property.

T&M was given a contract in No-
vember of 2009 to complete design
and engineering services for the
project.

adding that the two communities have
already gotten much of the ground-
work done versus other towns in New
Jersey — something she saw as an
advantage in the current atmosphere
of encouraging increased sharing of
services.

Earlier, she had said that last year’s
study provided both towns with in-
formation on the “intricacies and
workings” of each other’s depart-
ments.
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GW Considers $7-Mil. Budget;
Council Battles Over Surplus

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The borough
council’s finance committee pre-
sented the preliminary 2011 munici-
pal budget of $7 million to the coun-
cil and public on March 7. As consti-
tuted, the budget would include a tax
increase of $208,000.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi urged
the council to produce a “leaner bud-
get, if possible.” She said she was
“not thrilled with the final product.”

She did tout the borough’s efforts
in not proposing any furloughs or
layoffs onto its workforce. “We can
continue to provide the levels of ser-
vice our residents have come to ex-
pect and, frankly, deserve,” the mayor
said. Still, the mayor said further cuts
should be made and that “everyone
should share in the unpleasantness.”

Councilman Jim Mathieu, finance
chairman, said he voted against the bud-
get in committee, but he said it was
“wonderful” that the budget can “see the
light of day.” In the past, he said budget-
ary matters were “done in the dark.”

Mr. Mathieu said after receiving
input from department heads and
borough staff, the finance commit-
tee “only” cut 1 percent of re-
quested appropriations. To elimi-
nate the tax increase, the borough
would have to cut another 2.9 per-
cent, which he said is “not unrea-
sonable” to do. He also  “rejects”
the philosophy that the budget is
“its own living thing” and that “you
can’t touch it.”

He remained “very disappointed”
to see a budget that featured $84,000
in employee raises. On the contrac-
tual side, police-department raises
would account for $32,000 of that
figure, while the public works would
account for $22,000. Mr. Mathieu
said he was also “very disappointed”
to see that non-contractual (non-
union) employees were not contrib-
uting 1.5 percent of their wages for
healthcare costs.

Councilman Jonathan Linken, who
serves on the finance committee, said
he and Councilman Victor DeFilippo,
who was not present at the meeting,
“looked at the budget as a total spend-
ing forecast, and looked in a macro
sense.” Mr. Linken said while he
would “love” to get the municipal tax
increase to zero, the borough is al-
ready using $381,000 of its surplus in
this budget cycle; if the council ap-
proves the budget as-is, it would leave

$112,000 in the surplus account, a
number that Mr. Linken called
“scarily low.”

“To leave us with nothing for fu-
ture expenses...we thought we’d be
doing the citizens a disservice...We’d
be at risk of being outside the [2-
percent property tax] cap and cutting
services next year,” Mr. Linken said.
“We thought this was the best route
overall. It sets up Garwood to deal
with the finances of the future.”

Councilman Keith Sluka had many
questions on the budget; some pertained
to reductions in areas such as recreation
and senior citizens recreation. He noted
a reduction of more than $2,500 for
senior citizens, for instance.

The mayor later said the borough
has typically received a matching
grant from the federal Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), but she said the department
intends to cut its numbers by at least
10 percent this year. These funds help
to support busing and other senior
programs offered to Garwood’s eld-
erly, Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Mr. Mathieu said the borough is
“not afraid of voters; it’s afraid of the
employees...All of the things you
mentioned (like cuts in senior ser-
vices) are being sacrificed at the altar
of $800,000 for [active and retired]
employee healthcare.” He said two-
thirds of the $7-million budget is
made up of costs for employees, their
healthcare and pensions.

About one-third of the budget, $1.9
million, is designated for the police
department. Salaries and wages of the
16-person department total $1.8 mil-
lion, and $95,000 is appropriated for
miscellaneous items. Another
$600,000 is earmarked for the
borough’s department of public works.

“Everything is being fed into sala-
ries, workers’ compensation and
healthcare costs,” he said, “[and the
rest] is being cannibalized.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
wanted to know the surpluses the
borough ran in previous years. The
borough, for the last five years, has
kept surpluses of between $500,000
and $750,000. Knowing those fig-
ures, he said, “We can’t run it to zero
and have nothing left for the people.”

Mr. Mathieu retorted by saying that
“no matter how big the surplus is, it is
never big enough...In those years, we
still always raised taxes. The surplus
insulates the council from making
the tough decisions.”

Responding, Mr. Petruzzelli said,
“It’s still better to have surplus than
run it to zero.”

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson,
during public comment section of the
meeting, referred to the $95,000 in
other expenses earmarked for the
police department. “Why don’t you
just put it in surplus?” he asked. “Why
not just have a larger surplus. If there’s
a need for more money, you come to
the well of surplus.”

Mr. Mathieu said Mr. Paterson
brought up a good point. He also said,
“Once a surplus becomes too big, it
becomes a slush fund.”

“I suggested putting together a con-
tingency fund,” Mr. Mathieu added. “I
wanted departments cut to what their
spending needs are. Right now, there is
no incentive to under-spend the budget.”

Former Councilwoman Kathy
Villaggio, who chaired the finance
committee during her tenure, im-
plored the council to not “chop ex-
penses so much that departments will
not be able to operate.” She said the
budget process is a “balancing act”
and noted, “You can’t hurt the future
either. You do need a little surplus in
case of God-forbid.” She mentioned
the need to have money available in
case of a lawsuit, for example.

Mr. Linken said, “It’s very danger-
ous to cut both (surplus and operating).
We are cutting surplus $300,000, and at
the same time, if we cut the other line
items of the budgets, then next year it
may be very bleak for the town.”

Mr. Mathieu disagreed, saying, “We
cannot afford the structure of our gov-
ernment that we have in Garwood
right now...By cutting that surplus to
$100,000, finally we are going to have
to make the tough decisions.”

Mr. Sluka said he has looked at this
year’s budget more so than any other
years, and said he is “not sure where
we are going to get thin.”

Mr. Mathieu suggested that the bor-
ough could cut another $40,000 by
voiding $30,000 in projected raises
for non-union employees and by re-
quiring that employees contribute 1.5
percent of their salaries to healthcare
costs, an $8,500 savings. Earlier in the
meeting, Mr. Mathieu said, “It sounds
like we’re not following the New Jer-
sey State law to me” if employees are
not making that contribution.

Mr. Sluka said he wanted to con-
sult the borough counsel before go-
ing further. He also disagreed with
Mr. Mathieu’s philosophy. Mr. Sluka
said, “You can’t cut the budget with
an axe. You’re going to have to go in
there with a scalpel.”

Report A Pothole
To report a pothole on Route 22 or any

state highway, call 1-800-POTHOLE or
see http://www.state.nj.us/transporta-
tion/commuter/potholeform.shtm. For
the Turnpike or Parkway, see http://
www.state.nj.us/turnpike/maintenance-
issue.html. For Union County roadways,
call (908) 789-3660.

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation
 Lisa M. Black, LLC

223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Kean Pushes to End
Unused Sick Payouts
TRENTON — Senate Minority

Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) has written to Senate Presi-
dent Stephen Sweeney formally re-
questing that the Governor’s revi-
sions to S-2220, legislation capping
unused sick leave payouts to public
employees, be posted for a vote at the
Monday, March 21 voting session.

Mr. Kean said the legislation would
provide property tax relief by imme-
diately closing a loophole in state law
that allows current public employees
to receive hundreds of thousands of
dollars in payments for unused sick
and vacation time upon retirement.

“Legislation passed by the [Demo-
cratic] majority purporting to end
jackpot sick leave payouts actually
allowed the practice to continue for
current public employees,” Mr. Kean
said. “There is no excuse for anyone
to receive these payments, which
drives up property taxes and costs
state, county, and local government
millions each year. Sick leave exists
to take time off when you are sick, not
to serve as a supplemental source of
income.”

“The Governor’s revisions to the
bill would end the practice for all
employees, current and future, as
Republican Senators have proposed.
“The majority (Democrats) should
post these revisions for an immediate
vote and allow each member to regis-
ter his or her opinion on providing
property tax relief for New Jersey
residents, the most highly taxed
people in America.”

Cynthia Brandt
Finishes Army Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Pvt.
Cynthia A. Brandt has graduated from
Unites States Army basic combat train-
ing at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.

She is the daughter of Dawn Reid
of Wesley Chapel, Fla., and niece of
Clayton Reid of Scotch Plains.
Cynthia graduated in 2007 from
Wesley Chapel High School.

County Budget Talks
Begin Tonight at 5 P.M.

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will begin hearings on the pro-
posed 2011 county budget tonight at
5 p.m. at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building in Elizabeth.

The offices of the county prosecu-
tor, surrogate, county clerk and sher-
iff will present budgets tonight. On
Tuesday, March 22, the freeholders
will meet at Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights, begin-
ning at 5 p.m., where the departments
of finance, public safety as well as
Runnells Specialized will present
their spending plans.

On Thursday, March 24, the board
will meet at the administration build-
ing in Elizabeth to hear budget pre-
sentations from the departments of
administrative services, corrections
and county counsel. This Tuesday,
March 29, the board will hear budget
proposals from the departments of
human services, parks and commu-
nity renewal, and engineering, public
works facilities and parks mainte-
nance.

www.goleader.com

County Dems Expected to Select
Union Resident for Freeholder
Peak of the Week has learned that the

Union County Democratic Committee
is going to select a candidate from
Union Township as third person on the
party’s slate of candidates for Union
County Freeholder for the June Pri-
mary Election. Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon also resides in Union.

The candidate would replace Free-
holder Nancy Ward, a former Linden
and current Westfield resident, who is
not seeking reelection. Also running
this year are Democratic incumbents
Angel Estrada and Chris Hudak. Mr.
Hudak was selected in December by
the Democratic Committee to replace
Rick Proctor. Mr. Proctor resigned
after he was elected mayor of Rahway.

Roselle Mayor Smith Pleads
Not Guilty to Insurance Fraud
Roselle Mayor Garrett Smith en-

tered a not guilty plea during his
arraignment on Monday in state Su-
perior Court in Elizabeth on charges
of insurance fraud and leaving scene
of crash in the early morning hours of
Christmas Day 2010, nj.com reported.
The mayor has been charged with
crashing his car into a parked car in
Roselle after allegedly leaving a bar
and than driving home. Police said
the mayor put his car out in the street
the day of the December blizzard and
filed a fraudulent insurance and po-
lice report, claiming his vehicle was
hit by a snow plow.

Christie Pulls Carroll
Nomination for Superior Court
Governor Chris Christie has with-

drawn the nomination of Assembly-
man Michael Patrick Carroll (R-25,
Morristown) for Superior Court
judge, nj.com has reported.

A spokesman for the Governor said
the Senate Judiciary Committee
would not consider Mr. Carroll’s
nomination until the New Jersey Bar
Association makes a recommenda-
tion. Mr. Carroll, a conservative Re-
publican lawmaker who served as
parliamentarian from 2002-2005, has
been in the Assembly since 1996. He
has a private legal practice.

Rice Blocks Cerf Nomination
With Senatorial Courtesy

State Sen. Ron Rice (D-28, New-
ark) said last week that he will exer-
cise senatorial courtesy to block the
nomination of Chris Cerf to become
New Jersey’s next education commis-
sioner, nj.com has reported. The ma-
neuver allows senators to block gu-
bernatorial nominees who reside in
their legislative districts or counties
without giving reasons for their disap-

proval.
Sen. Rice said he will block further

consideration of Mr. Cerf’s nomina-
tion unless Mr. Cerf appears before
the Joint Committee on the Public
Schools, which Sen. Rice chairs. Sen.
Rice wants to question Mr. Cerf on
his relationship with Newark Mayor
Cory Booker. Mayor Booker has said
Mr. Cerf was an informal adviser to
him.

Trump to Make Decision
On President Run by June

Donald Trump said he will make a
decision by June on whether he will
seek the Republican Party nomina-
tion for President.

Brookdale College President
Resigns Over Investigation

Brookdale Community College
President Peter Burnham has resigned
amid an investigation into alleged
spending irregularities, the Asbury
Park Press reported.

According to APP and other media
outlets, Mr. Burnham was paid
$216,000. In addition, he was receiv-
ing a country club membership, tu-
ition reimbursement for his children
to attend private colleges, performance
bonuses and travel expenses for him
and his wife at a time when the college’s
board of trustees and a SUV.

Bill to Make Town Mergers
Easier OK’d By Assembly

Legislation that would make it
easier for municipalities to study the
possibility of merging was approved
Monday by the state Assembly. The
legislation stems from a grassroots
attempt to gain approval to form a
study commission to examine
whether Merchantville and Cherry
Hill can consolidate municipal ser-
vices.

The bill, S-465, would permit mu-
nicipalities seeking to petition the
Local Finance Board for the forma-
tion of a Municipal Consolidation
Study Commission to obtain board
approval either through voter peti-
tion or application by a municipal
governing body. Under current law,
the board may accept an application
only if each of the municipalities
uses the same procedure as the other.
In other words, all towns must submit
petitions from their residents, or, they
must submit resolutions from their
town councils or committees.

Under the bill, if each municipality
submitted its study commission ap-
plication through its governing body,
any consolidation plan ultimately
proposed would be required to be
approved by voter referendum in each
of the municipalities.

The legislation now moves to the
Governor’s desk for consideration.
Bill Would Allow Edu. Program
As Punishment for Kids Sexting

Legislation  that would divert teen-
agers caught "sexting" — sending or
receiving explicit photos on a com-
puter or cell phone — into an educa-
tional program as an alternative to pros-
ecution was approved Monday by the
state Assembly by 78-0 vote, nj.com
reported. An identical Senate bill is
currently before that house’sLaw and
Public Safety Committee.
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Genovese Talks of ‘Savings’
From Merging Municipalities

By SARA MAGNOLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Several
Scotch Plains and Fanwood residents
were in attendance at Brunner El-
ementary School, March 2, to hear a
presentation given by Courage to
Connect NJ co-founders Gina
Genovese and Wendy McCahill on
how municipalities can merge to save
taxpayers money.

Courage to Connect NJ is a non-
profit, nonpartisan organization, cre-
ated to provide education and facili-
tate open discussion about how to
address the high cost of living in New
Jersey through consolidation of mu-
nicipalities.

“We’re all part of this. We’re all
paying for it,” said Ms. Genovese, a
former mayor and township commit-
tee member in Long Hill Township
and 2007 Democratic candidate for
State Senator against Sen. Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield). Ms. Genovese
said the current 566 municipalities in
the state is the cause of the state’s
financial woes.

Ms. Genovese, who served as the
Long Hill mayor in 2006,  provided a
brief history of how the state became
divided into many separate munici-
palities. She pointed to a New York
Times article from 1895 that discussed
the possible consolidation of the Or-
anges. That was the same year Scotch
Plain and Fanwood split into two
separate municipalities.

Throughout the duration of the pre-
sentation, McCahill provided a vi-
sual by displaying 566 placards, one
for each New Jersey municipality
showing the population, and then
stacking them along the wall.

Referencing her time as a mayor,
Ms. Genovese said even after sharing
several services for other towns, in-
cluding the fire inspector, health of-
ficer and building inspector, she felt
Long Hill Township “should not ex-
ist by itself.”

“Sharing services are fracturing an
already fractured system,” Ms.

Genovese said. She used Woodbridge
Township, which encompasses 10
communities but has only one oper-
ating administration, as the model of
consolidation. Funding just one
school board instead of for example
instead of 10, Ms. Genovese said,
saves Woodbridge money, which al-
lows them to have a full-time grant
writer on staff, as well as a full-time
information technology department.
That, in turn, she said, provides better
services at lower costs for the com-
munities.

During the question-and-answer-
session at the end of the presentation,
two Scotch Plains councilmen, Kevin
Glover and William Vastine, as well
as Fanwood Councilman Robert
Manduca, took the opportunity to
voice their opinions about Ms.
Genovese’s presentation and the idea
of consolidation.

“The real potential catalyst is the
people. They can give elected offi-
cials the power,” Mr. Vastine stated in
response to Ms. Genovese’s com-
ment that elected officials often ex-
press hesitancy about bringing up the
subject of consolidation because they
fear it will anger their constituents.

“A lot of this is about power,” Mr.
Glover said in support of shared ser-
vices. “Why not take smaller chunks?
Shared Services must get done now.”

Mr. Manduca stated that “there has
to be (proven) savings, because the
first rule as an elected official is to do
no harm.”

The presentation concluded with
Mr. Lange asking for support from
the Fanwood residents in attendance.

“(The) purpose is to combine
(Scotch Plains and Fanwood) if we
can do it,” Mr. Lange said of the
petition he is actively trying to get
signed for submission to the state.

If the petition for consolidation is
submitted to the state and approved,
a recommendation would then be
made and the constituents of the two
towns would vote on whether or not
to act on that recommendation.

Residents Air Frustrations
Regarding GW Field Project

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A heated back-and-
forth discussion ensued at the March
8 borough council meeting when frus-
trated residents once more brought
up the topic of the borough’s athletic
field project.

The discussion began when
Garwood resident Richard King
asked Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
why three members of the commit-
tee for the athletic field were re-
cently let go.

“I don’t understand why you would
dismiss three members that are in-
volved in the Little League and have
insight to what the project needs,”
Mr. King stated.

The mayor explained that she felt
the three individuals had performed
their duties and that their services no
longer were necessary. “I have Coun-
cilman (Keith) Sluka on the commit-
tee now, and I felt we needed a new
set of eyes,” the mayor said.

“The architects will remain the
same, but I felt the project at hand
was too expensive and there were
questions by the planning board on
the makeup of the athletic building
and how to cut costs,” she added.

The mayor announced that there
were four new residents on the board
who she has selected who will help
come up with a new building plan
that will cost less.

Garwood resident Jeff Sylvester
questioned why the current and past
Little League presidents were dis-
missed when they were so involved
in the project thus far and almost to
the finish line.

“These are the people who volun-
teered their time because of their
passion for this project, and you let
them go for four new members who
lack the experience and knowledge
that the people you let go of had,” Mr.
Sylvester said.

The mayor reiterated that she felt
their job was done and that the project
was not completely funded.

The current Little League presi-
dent, Scott Kessler, voiced his con-
cerns over the mayor’s recent ap-
pointment of a young woman to the
committee and the reason for it.

“I find it interesting that you would
replace me, the Little League presi-
dent, with a long-time ‘friend’ of yours
in a position that would look good on
her résumé,” Mr. Kessler said.

The mayor explained that this indi-
vidual was a former educator who was
interested in sports. Mr. Kessler was
concerned that the mayor was removing
the wrong people from the committee.

The governing body was asked how
long the grant for the athletic field
was available to the borough to which
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma said that there was no expi-
ration date on the grant.

Garwood resident Tom Englese
expressed the importance for the ur-
gency in this project. “I would have
spent that grant last week. With our
current Governor, who knows, he
could take it back at any time. We
need to move fast and use this grant,”
Mr. Englese said.

Mr. Sluka explained that the archi-
tects would look at ways to tweak
costs, hopefully in the next four
weeks, and said that, “the position of
the new girl was created to take some
of the burden off of [Ms. Ariemma.]”

Concering the project, the mayor
said she felt it was time to replace the
members who showed favoritism to
the athletic field with members who
would be more objective. “I don’t
need too many people on this commit-
tee, but just a workable group to get to
the bid,” the mayor said.

Mr. Sylvester responded to the
mayor, saying, “My objection is that
there is no longer any representation
from the baseball league anymore
because you have obliviated the mem-
bers who have dedicated their lives
and time to baseball and athletics.”

“All I can say is that my decisions
on the committee stand,” Mayor
Quattrocchi said.

Alex Taner  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOULD TOWNS MERGE?..Connect New Jersey founders, Gina Genovese, left,
and Wendy McCahill, right, discuss how towns can merge to save money during a
forum held March 2 at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains.

County to Hold Recycling
Event on Sat., March 26

NEW PROVIDENCE – The County
of Union will sponsor a recycling event
for electronic equipment on Saturday,
March 26, for residents to get rid of
unwanted computers, televisions and
other electronic equipment in an envi-
ronmentally proper manner.

The recycling event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Alcatel-
Lucent Technologies facility, located
at 600 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence.

All Union County residents are eli-
gible to participate at no cost. There is
a limit of six electronic items per car.

Electronic equipment that will be
accepted on March 26 include com-
puter monitors, hard drives, modems,
keyboards, CPU’s, mice, printers,
scanners, speakers, televisions,
VCR’s, fax machines, telephones, and
circuit boards. Refrigerators, wash-
ers and dryers, microwaves, and air
conditioners will not be accepted.

All that residents need to do is
drive to the site with their un-
wanted electronic equipment.
Workers at the site will unload the
vehicles. Pre-registration is not

required.
A complete list of the materials

that will be accepted on March 26 is
available at the Union County Bu-
reau of Environmental Conserva-
tion website, www.ucnj.org/re-
cycle.

The electronics collection will be
held rain or shine for Union County
residents only and not for businesses.
Proof of Union County residency is
required.

For information about recycling
events,  call  (908) 654-9889.

Runnells Casino Night
Friday at Mt. Carmel
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The

Runnells Specialized Hospital Foun-
dation will hold its annual Casino Night
fundraiser this Friday, March 18, at Mt.
Carmel Hall, located at 56 River Road
in Berkeley Heights.

The event will take place from 7 to
11:30 p.m. Tickets are $50 per person
with a discounted price of $25 for
seniors. To purchase tickets call (908)
771-5803.
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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Meconophagist – An opium eater
2. Hepatolithiasis – Gallstones
3. Integument – An outer covering of a

body or plant
4. Pansophy – Universal wisdom or

knowledge

CINERACEOUS
1. Having the color of ashes
2. Harsh; vulgar
3. Balanced; stable
4. Disposed to agitation; violence

BOTHRENCHYMA
1. Sticky, viscous or gooey texture of

certain plants
2. Film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss
3. In botany, furnished with branches

in pairs
4. In botany, tissue composed of pitted

ducts
LEUCOSIS

1. An irregularly high amount of red
blood cells

2. An overproduction of white blood
cells in the circulatory system

3. Vericose veins
4. Albinism

CARRION
1. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs
2. The decaying flesh of a dead body
3. With great speed
4. Turmoil

Fanwood’s 1st Annual St. Patty’s Day Music Festival

Saturday, 12:30 til 9 pm

Train Station, North Side

What Happened to
Fiscal Review in WF?
We have had to suspend our business

administrator for alleged corruption, and
in his place, we now have our superinten-
dent, whose own salary and contract are
of questionable legitimacy based on their
exceeding state guidelines and having
been passed in a rushed, somewhat dubi-
ous fashion just prior to the release of
those guidelines. Several BOE members
were elected on a platform of fiscal re-
view; what happened?

Travis Hudelson
Westfield

WF BOE Candidate Friedman:
Unfortunate Charges, No Tolerance

Candidate, Incumbent Cary, States
WF Schools are Effective, Efficient

Most Thankful for So Many Others In
Our Scotch Plains Community

Help Those In Need
Pay Energy Bills

This winter while volunteering time to
the Westfield Community Center, a NJ
Shares service center, I was surprised by
the constant telephone calls from citizens
needing help to pay for energy bills; and
even more surprised to learn that, in most
cases, there were no funds available from
NJ Shares utilities for their relief. Many
are still waiting for help, particularly to
pay for gas and electricity services from
PSE&G and Elizabethtown Gas. These
utilities are short of funds to provide
assistance to those having real needs for
heat and other energy essentials.

It is important to understand that fund-
ing is not by the utilities, but from dona-
tions by those customers who are able to
give by adding a few dollars or more to
their monthly due payment.

I appeal to those who can afford to pay
their utility bills, and more, to please
consider adding as much as you can in
your payment to cover some of the needs
of those who can’t. I was recently re-
minded that it can be wonderful to expe-
rience the joy of sacrificial giving and
perhaps this appeal can be stretched to
this point.

It’s been a long, rough winter for many
of our fellow citizens who have suffered
from lack of heat and other needs, and
thankfully we are almost through it. Start-
ing to give now will make life easier for
some in current need and for more when
the next winter is confronted.

Donnell Carr
Westfield

This week saw quite a bit of news
coming from the Westfield school board.
We had the unfortunate charges levied
against the school board administrator
that he accepted home repairs, free of
charge from a district contractor. Although
we need to let this play out in the courts,
I have a zero tolerance for anyone taking
advantage of their position. I am happy
that the school board will be engaging
with a forensic accountant to review all of
the financial transactions during the
administrator’s tenure.

We also received more details of the
budget being proposed for 2011-2012.
We are now hearing that the proposed
budget is $92.2 million, an increase of
$2.8 million over last year’s adopted bud-
get. With the increase in state aid of about
$800,000, the tax levy will need to make
up the additional $2 million in spending
increases. The budget, as constructed to-
day will be at the 2 percent tax levy
increase cap as mandated by the state. I
am disappointed that this budget is being
proposed at that cap. There are towns all
over the state that have heard their resi-
dents loud and clear and those towns are
proposing increases far below the 2 per-
cent level. I believe that this budget was
an opportunity for the board to tell the
residents of Westfield—We hear you,
and for that reason we are proposing a
budget that is below the state mandated
cap. Unfortunately, that is not what we
are getting.

I commend the current school board
for all of their work over the last year to
make up for the cuts in state aid, but we

cannot stop now. We need to keep the
pressure on and continue to drive down
our costs and identify new sources of
revenue and that revenue cannot come
from our residents. It needs to come from
additional grants, advertising and what-
ever other creative ideas that we come up
with. Health costs will continue to rise;
we have capital needs and let’s face it,
nothing in our life gets any cheaper, so
unless we look for additional efficien-
cies, we are going to keep taxing our
residents which is a recipe for disaster.

If I am elected to serve on the board, I
will conduct a series of town halls around
Westfield where residents will be given
the opportunity to “brainstorm” with me
about our challenges. I hear much about
how the school board does not communi-
cate and is not perceived to be transpar-
ent. We need to be fair. The school board
meetings are open to the public and aver-
age public attendance is less than 10 per
meeting. If the community wants to voice
their concerns, they should and I hope to
offer an additional forum to do so. My
years of working in companies of all sizes
has allowed me to leverage the ideas of
my colleagues. I plan to leverage the
residents of Westfield who are willing to
put themselves out by offering their ideas.
I will publish the notes from these discus-
sions on my school board blog, which
will be created once I am elected. Perhaps
by then, the much anticipated Facebook
page for the Westfield Board School
Board will be available.

Mark Friedman
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Mcfall: ‘I’m The Only Candidate With
SPF Board of Ed Experience’

I wish I had a nickel for every time I’ve
read the words “New Jersey’s failing
schools” in the newspaper this past year.
While it is true in many other places in
New Jersey, it is not true in Westfield.

There are no failing schools in
Westfield. Not one! According to the N.J.
Department of Education, “More than 94
percent of last year’s graduating class of
438 seniors is continuing their educa-
tion.” In Westfield, we prepare our 6,300
children to reach their individual poten-
tial and go on to continue their education
and become productive members and
future leaders of our society.

The latest DOE Report Card shows our
students’ average SAT scores are higher
than the state and national averages. More
than 50 students achieved a perfect SAT
score of 800. More than 60 percent of our
high school students were in an honors or
AP course. A total of 843 AP exams were
taken by our students last year and 90
percent received a score of 3 or better. I
detail these achievements at the high
school because this is the endgame for
our children’s public education. If it were
not for the foundation laid in our elemen-
tary and middle schools, we would not
have these stats to report.

In addition to our children achieving in
the classroom they also excel on the field,
in the pool, on the ice and on the stage. We
offer more than 80 co-curricular activi-
ties. More than 1,400 students participate
on our varsity and junior varsity athletic
teams, more than 1,000 students sing,
dance and act in our plays, concerts,
choirs, and bands, and many more com-
pete in academic competitions.

As our budget meetings are ongoing, I
want to point out that we achieve these
results with great financial efficiency.

Westfield’s per pupil expenditure is lower
than the state average. We spend $12,009
per student while the state average is
$13,833. If we simply spent what school
districts spend on average around the
state, it would cost over $10,000,000 a
year more than what it now costs the
Westfield taxpayer.

After reeling from a $4.2-million de-
crease in state aid last year, the state was
“gracious enough” to “give” us $1.3 mil-
lion this year. Westfield’s taxpayers send
$100 million a year to Trenton in state
taxes. For every dollar we send, this year
we get back little more than one penny to
educate our children. This is unfair.
There’s nothing new in the budget. No
new programs. No new activities.

During the last few months, many op-
tions were discussed for balancing the
current budget both with the teachers’
union and in board committees. I advo-
cated for finding solutions that do not
negatively touch our students. I pushed
the administration to find savings else-
where. For example, we switched phone
systems, and reduced transportation and
copier costs to save money for the Dis-
trict. We have found ways to balance the
budget without touching the excellent
educational and extra-curricular programs
we have for our children.

I urge every parent, grandparent, fu-
ture parent, and residents who might not
intend to be a parent, to mark their calen-
dars in honor of the successful schools we
have here in Westfield and vote on April
27 to pass the budget. I also ask for your
vote so that I can continue to work hard at
controlling costs and maintaining the
quality of our schools. Thank you.

Ann Cary, BOE V.P.
Candidate for Reelection

With six years of board experience, I
have an in-depth understanding of public
school issues at a local, state and federal
level. In addition, I understand the frus-
tration of the taxpayers, especially com-
munity members on fixed incomes, deal-
ing with the escalating taxes necessary to
support the schools and the impact these
taxes have on property values as evi-
denced by my recent views, published in
Patch, regarding state monies.

A resident of Scotch Plains for over 30
years, our three children are all beneficia-
ries of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood public
school system and enjoy successful ca-
reers having had the foundation of solid
education values instilled in them.

I am a graduate of Lehigh University
and have had an extensive career in the
corporate world as a vice-president of a
performing rights organization and con-
sultant with Ernst & Whinney. Most re-
cently, I was a member of the Lucent
Technologies technical staff prior to re-
tirement. I have been involved in my

children’s education as both a caring and
informed father. Also, I have coached
girls’ inter-city soccer, actively partici-
pated in Boy Scouts and various YMCA
programs with our children. I have been
active in our church, previously serving
as the head of the board of trustees as well
as in our neighborhood, which helped the
“Save Our Island” initiative. I have served
on the board of education for two terms
and chaired both the Policy and Facility
committees. I am a member of the Com-
munity School committee, Shared Ser-
vices liaison, and various district nego-
tiations committees as well as liaison for
field utilization to various sports teams in
town to ensure that our youth have access
to school fields.

I look forward to serving our commu-
nity for another term during these uncer-
tain and perilous times of public educa-
tion instability.

Warren McFall
Candidate for Scotch Plains BOE

Please share my family’s appreciation
for the community-wide support for last
week’s St. Bartholomew Academy Pot of
Gold 5K Run/Walk. It was reassuring to
see how people from many towns came
together to support the school. Our fam-
ily chooses to send our children to the
Academy and it is wonderful to see that
others outside the school community came
together to recognize the importance of
this choice. I appreciate all the SBA par-
ents that came out with their children
along with administration and faculty. I
am most thankful for the participation of
so many others – the church parishioners,

friends, and the general community as
well as our local vendors, organizations,
sponsors, and volunteers whose support
was in abundance. Most of all, thanks to
Blanche Ryder who selflessly planned
and coordinated this undertaking with
grace and skill. On behalf of all families
whose children have graduated, are cur-
rently enrolled, or will make the choice to
attend SBA, a huge ‘Thank You’ to all
those whose support expresses the value
of academic excellence and Christian
education in our community.

Adrienne Robertiello
Scotch Plains

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000
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Special Ed Was Not Supposed to Be Funded Solely By Local
Government; Feds and State Defaulted on 40 Percent

Education is a costly endeavor and
every effort should be made to spend/
invest those monies wisely. In recent
years there is a growing assumption that
a disproportionate amount of funding is
associated with special education. There
is some truth to this. Special education
was not supposed to be funded solely by
local government; the federal and state
governments were to contribute almost
40 percent of the cost so that children
with special needs would have equal ac-
cess to the curriculum.

However, as funding sources have dried
up from the federal and state treasuries,
towns have become increasingly respon-
sible for funding the federal and state
mandates. What has generally been over-
looked, however, are the ways in which
special education methods can benefit
those children enrolled in general educa-
tion settings.

In an attempt to create awareness on
how special education can improve the
quality of general education, 18 years ago
Alice Hunnicutt and I began the “Aware-
ness Expo.” Initially, we targeted the

Expo toward parents of children with
special needs because of the paucity of
information available to them. As more
people got involved, the range of material
presented at the Expo was expanded to
make information available to all parents
who wanted to learn how they could
facilitate their child’s education.

The Expo invites all populations to
participate so that parents can find a com-
munity where their thoughts, ideas and
concerns can be heard. I am happy to say
that thousands of educators and parents
who have children with varying abilities
have attended this program free of charge.
The distinguished speakers who present
at this program have also volunteered
their time as an expression of “What is
right with our children.”

Recently, parents and teachers in
Westfield have been collaborating on
adopting an anti-bullying program
throughout the system – a program that
was initially launched in the special edu-
cation area. In my career, many special
educational models have been explored
including the notion that different chil-

dren have different learning styles. This
is also true in general education settings.
In special education the use of Assistive
Technology and software to access cur-
riculum, improve auditory processing,
develop writing skills, etc. have been
valued tools for decades; however, the
niche market has made these solutions
expensive.

Today, however, with devices like the
iPad becoming more available, we are
seeing this same software ported to these
devices and the prices declining rapidly.
Twenty-first century students will need
to master these tools and apps to succeed.

Education is a costly endeavor and
good stewardship is necessary for a sys-
tem to run properly. Over the years, I
have demonstrated good stewardship and
will continue to do so if elected to the
board of education. Please feel free to
contact me at
KarymForBOE@thoens.org or on
facebook.

Karym Hoens
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Vetting of Professional Service
Contracts: BOEs, Towns, County

The charges against the Westfield School Business
Administrator Robert Berman and Ken Disko, of the
engineering and professional planning firm M. Disko &
Associates, brings some serious questions to the forefront
about how professional services contracts are approved
by local governments. Also, who watches the store?

The allegations that Ken Disko was involved in a bid-
rigging scandal and had contractors overcharge for their
services while he pocketed $80,000 is outrageous – okay,
not once but for a period of 10 years? One real question is
who was watching Disko? Did the Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts know Ken Disko was not
licensed with the state as a professional engineer? Who
was the Engineer of Record on these projects? When our
local boards of educations approve their engineer or
architect of record, do they actually check on the key
personnel in the company? Do they check to see if any
complaints have been filed or if that the personnel have
professional licenses with the state?

We solicit the views of all BOE candidates and of the
public on the bid-rigging scandal and the overall issue of
approving professional services contracts.

In New Jersey, public bidding laws do not cover profes-
sional services contracts that include everything from
architects, engineers, surveyors, planners and lawyers.
Often, the same firms are used year after year because of
their existing relationships with local governments.

Union County, for instance, often uses T&M Associ-
ates of Middletown, an engineering, planning and envi-
ronmental consulting firm. The county also uses The
Musial Group, an architectural firm out of Mountainside,
for their construction projects. While we are not question-
ing the integrity of these firms, how does the county vet
out these and other professional services contracts?

Every year, towns and school boards hire town and

school board attorneys. Towns also appoint municipal
prosecutors and public defenders. These hires are often
associated with large law firms. Are these contracts auto-
matically approved every year or does someone check
their law licenses, business registration certificates, etc.,
for any potential problems?

We think Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
Business Administrator Anthony Del Sordi said it best
this week: “It is obvious, in light of this situation [with
Disko], that we now have to monitor our business profes-
sionals.”

We agree 100 percent with that sentiment. Proper
checks and balances are needed to ensure that taxpayer
funds are being used properly and not lining a so-called
professional’s pocket. It’s sad the situation comes down to
this; however, isn’t this standard business practice?

Because of the allegations against Disko, spanning a
10-year period, BOEs and towns having done business
with the firm over this time period are hiring forensic
accountants to see if there are other problems yet uncov-
ered. Were we duped just once, twice, thrice?

The Westfield BOE now must hire a temporary busi-
ness administrator while Mr. Berman is suspended and he
still gets paid. How many legal fees will the taxpayers get
stuck with on this one?

How can fraudulent bids not be uncovered when sub-
mitted? Shouldn’t all bids submitted be required to have
a bid bond and opened for public inspection as in many
other states?

Sorting out this mess is going to cost an enormous
amount of money. In Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s
instance, the last time we looked, the bill from their
forensic accountant was over $1.1 million and the job is
not done – neither are the attorney fees in that tally.

And who watches the person doing the watching?
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The Family Law Department of
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Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
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assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
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WF BOE Candidate Kurstedt Gives
Views on Issues Facing District

WF BOE Candidate Keith Hertell
 Requests Voter SupportLetters to the Editor

What’s your issue? Class size? School
budget? Overcrowding at Roosevelt?
Redistricting? Rising taxes yet a lower
district rating? Technology? Facilities?

As a candidate for the board of educa-
tion, all of these are my issues. As resi-
dents of Westfield, I am confident we can
use our collective resources and intelli-
gence to address these issues, while pro-
viding our children with the excellence in
schools they deserve. To do that, our
conversations must shift to put teaching
and learning at the center. We must ask
and address head-on the following ques-
tions: Are we innovative enough to uti-
lize the existing resources in our schools?
How are we ensuring that classroom in-
struction and the school environment are
meeting the needs of all children — chil-
dren with special needs, gifted children,
and children who thrive in the regular
classroom setting? And are we support-
ing our teachers with the right kind of
professional development and materials
so that they may meet our children’s
needs despite the ever-increasing chal-
lenges? When the conversation focuses
on teaching and learning, decisions about
class size, budgets, technology, and capi-
tal improvement are brought into per-
spective. It’s a collective conversation
that needs to involve us all.

Yes, class size should be smaller. But,
if we can’t afford another teacher, the

conversation needs to be about how we
can best support teachers so all students
have the opportunity to reach their poten-
tial. The technology needs of our schools
vary greatly. But if we can’t afford new
computers, a shared vision [is necessary].
What do we want the technology to look
like and how do we want it to improve our
students’ learning? Then we can confi-
dently initiate partnerships with compa-
nies to support our districtwide technol-
ogy needs and vision.

These are the conversations I want to
have and the questions I will address head
on. And although the issues are big, seem-
ingly bigger than what goes on in the
classroom, each conversation needs to
begin with what is truly best for our
children. My professional background in
teaching, curriculum design, and admin-
istration makes me well poised to meet
these challenges. If elected, I will focus
the discussion around teaching, learning
and what are best practices for our schools
in this economy.

Please contact me at
KurstedtforSchoolBoard@gmail.com or
visit me on Facebook at “Rosanne
Kurstedt for the Westfield School Board”
for up-to-date information regarding my
campaign.

Rosanne Kurstedt
Westfield

There appears to be a paradigm shift in
our educational system, never seen be-
fore. On all levels — global, state and
local municipality. It is manifesting itself
in the form of a concentration and focus
on curriculum, finances and student be-
havior (also known as bullying). With
regards to curriculum, more and more
parents are examining the courses of-
fered and their own child’s performance,
as exhibited in state tests, SAT’s, profi-
ciency tests, etc.

Westfield is a college/university bound
community. With periodicals such as New
Jersey Monthly and other measuring tools
such as the District Factor Group (DRG)
reporting our results, vis-a-vis other
school districts, the costs per student lev-
els have recently arisen as a concern.

The attention to Special Needs Stu-
dents is expanding, and the mainstreaming
that that entails must continue at the
present high levels. While I believe most
would agree, that academics and athletics
are not mutually exclusive, there has been
a trend over the years to limit the amount
of student athletic participation. To wit,
the almost complete elimination of 8th
grade sports, newly installed student ac-
tivity fees, and a local Westfield organi-
zation paying for our assistant athletic
trainer.

Lastly, and admittedly the centerpiece
of our public school system, is our financ-
ing of the total package, our educational
product. Our district employees, from the
very important custodians, aides, secre-
taries, teachers, para-professionals and
administrators, the ones that deliver this
product (and, it is delivered on a very
professional level) all need to be com-
pensated on a fair basis, within a con-
structed budget, that allows for the reten-
tion of our professionals and doesn’t con-
tinue to crowd out other programs pres-
ently offered. There is not a community
in this country, that is not undergoing a
fiscal crisis or about to undergo a fiscal
crisis, and, it can easily be argued that our
schools should not suffer.

But to keep Westfield out of a fiscal
crisis, creative and innovative ideas/sug-
gestions/solutions must be introduced to
greatly limit the amount of property tax
increases: due to employees costs, insur-

ance costs and transportation costs. If
not, the alternative is the potential drastic
reduction of employees. We don’t need
to go in that direction.

Additionally, the very active PTA’s/
PTO’s in Westfield, do a tremendous job
of fundraising for our schools, further
exposing the outsourcing of expenses
that at one time were borne by the school
district through our property taxes. We
all need to understand our fiscal limita-
tions, and all work together to achieve
these ends. Only through open discus-
sions and cooperation will we get there.
The present discussion of student parking
is an example. This can/will be solved
without expense to the taxpayer.

My name is Keith Hertell, and I’m
interested in serving all the residents of
Westfield as a member of the board of
education. I previously served as a board
member from 1995 to 1998, primarily,
but not limited to, the finance committee,
last serving as the chairman. My wife and
I have lived in Westfield for over 42
years. We raised three children, all going
successfully through our school system.
Presently, I have three grandsons in the
school system, and, I would like nothing
more for them then to experience the
same level of educational, athletic, and
fine arts participation that our own chil-
dren experienced.

To help me accomplish some of these
observations and other ideas that you the
resident may have, I need your vote; and,
I am therefore, asking for your support.

Keith Hertell
Candidate for Westfield BOE

Prompted to Serve the Community,
Miceli Seeks Westfield BOE Position

Thankfully, Proposed Cell Tower at
Westfield Armory Is ‘Dead’

TOWER TOTALLED...Fourth Ward Councilmen James Foerst and Keith
Loughlin join Edgar Road resident and National Guard Armory cell tower
opponent Kathy Robb and her family in celebrating the rejection of the cell tower
by the leadership at the Westfield Armory.

At last week’s town council meeting,
we were advised by Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick that
the proposed cell tower on the Westfield
Armory property is, in Senator Kean’s
words, “dead.” With the news that this
project is no longer proceeding, we hope
you will join us in thanking our legisla-
tive team of Sen. Tom Kean, Asm. Jon
Bramnick and Asw. Nancy Munoz for
their leadership and efforts on behalf of
our neighborhood.

The continuing sense of community
the Westfield Armory leadership has with
the people of our town should not go
unnoticed, and we thank General Glenn
Rieth and his staff for their understanding
of the seriousness of this issue and the
effect it would have had on the Armory’s
neighbors. Without the unanimous oppo-
sition to this proposal by Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and the entire Town Council
we could not have achieved this positive
result.

Finally, the neighborhood consensus
and unified effort of our community to
oppose this proposal did not go unno-
ticed. The organization as well as the
manner in which our citizen opposition

was presented to the council was a testa-
ment to the character of the residents of
the 4th Ward. We truly appreciate their
efforts.

However, our work is never done. With
the Armory cell tower proposal gladly
behind us, we move forward to work to
improve the traffic and parking around
Westfield High School. On Wednesday,
March 23, at 7:30 p.m. at Westfield High
School, the town council and board of
education will conduct the first in a series
of meetings to enhance traffic safety and
discuss parking conditions in the
Westfield High School neighborhood.

We hope that the residents will attend
the upcoming March 23 meeting, and
future meetings, to voice their thoughts
for improving the safety of our neighbor-
hood.

We encourage all members of the 4th
Ward to contact us on this or any issue at
j f o e r s t @ w e s t f i e l d n j . g o v a n d
kloughlin@westfieldnj.gov. Jim can be
reached at (908) 233-3251 and Keith can
be reached at (908) 233-9000.

Westfield Councilmen
James Foerst

Keith Loughlin

Could We All Just Recycle Our Waste;
Stop Using Plastic Water Bottles?

I went for an hour-long walk last Sun-
day morning (March 6) through parts of
Garwood, Westfield and Cranford and
picked up six bags of recyclable cans and
bottles that people had discarded along
the street. I was amazed and really disap-
pointed. Today (Sunday, March 13), one
week later, I went for another slightly –
emphasis’ on slightly – different walk
and picked up eight more bags of recy-
clable materials that people had thrown
away.

I simply cannot believe the waste and
laziness of Americans. Is it really that
difficult to put recyclable materials into
recycling containers? Some items that
could have been recycled were literally
thrown away 10 feet from a recycling
container! And I won’t even talk about
the actual garbage in our streets!

A few observations – The most thrown
away recyclable? By far, Poland Spring
water bottles. I have never understood
people who purchase water in plastic
bottles to begin with, and this display of
wastefulness simply reinforced my opin-
ion. The second most popular recyclable
that is thrown away? Liquor bottles — all
kinds of beer to a 1.5-liter bottle of vodka.
(I hope that person wasn’t driving.).

I guess the economy can’t be all bad,

because one of the beer cans was still full.
Pepsi drinkers throw away more
recyclables than Coke drinkers. The vita-
min water bottle that was thrown away
across the street from the health club says
that that person is a lot more interested in
their own health than that of the earth.
And the people who came up with the
idea of placing their cigarettes/cigar butts
into water bottles (I found four of these)
and then throw them away is both dis-
gusting and polluting.

It simply amazes me that we have all
been taught how important recycling is;
yet, we continue to just throw containers
into our streets, (where they end up in our
streams and drinking water supply), onto
our lawns, and in our public parks. Do we
think that litter is a visual improvement to
our towns? Are we really that lazy? Do
we simply not care? I am extremely dis-
appointed if the answer to any of these
questions is yes.

Could we all just recycle our waste the
next time that we drink out of a recyclable
can or bottle? If you can’t find a recycling
container nearby, just bring it home and
place it with your home recycling. We do
recycle at home, right?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

My name is Joseph Miceli. I am a
candidate for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation. Several weeks ago a newspaper
article requested that individuals con-
sider serving on the board as two trustees
would not be seeking re-election. That
prompted my actions to serve the com-
munity I have come to love.

Just like many of you, I moved to
Westfield to have my daughter attend one
of the best schools in the State of New
Jersey. That move to assume a larger
mortgage and to pay greater taxes paid
the dividends I expected. My daughter
graduated from Westfield High School,
then Douglass College, and is now in
Rutgers Law School.

While in the Westfield schools she
participated in many activities. She was a
member of the inaugural WHS Dance
Team. She was a member of the chorus
and managed costumes and props back
stage for four years of WHS plays and
musicals. As a parent this gave me many
opportunities to witness the excellence
that abounds in Westfield schools, both
in the area of academics and extracur-
ricular activities.

My experience as an educator should
be an asset on the board. I have served for
30 years as a teacher, principal and assis-
tant superintendent. In each capacity, I
have been on the forefront of progress
and reform of districts. That has included
the curriculum development process, in-

structional development of teachers, ne-
gotiating contracts, and developing build-
ing and district budgets. No one should
expect any dramatic declines in taxes but
everyone should expect that every dollar
spent on our schools will benefit our
children.

Our fiscal environment has put schools
and towns in tough financial situations,
but accountability for every dollar spent
is an excellent way to insure that the
district maintains its high quality while
showing a good return on the investment
of the public. That is what I hope to do as
a member of the board. I have the knowl-
edge and experience to know what is
good policy and practice for our children.
I understand the constraints and opportu-
nities available to districts to operate in a
financially responsible manner.

The board is currently developing the
budget for 2011-2012. I hope you will
support them in that process and support
me when you vote on April 27. Attend or
watch a board meeting. Understand what
your board is trying to do to maintain the
quality of our schools. That is why we all
came to Westfield, for the best possible
schools. I hope to keep up that excellent
reputation.

If you have questions, please feel free
to contact me at
jmiceli.westfield@gmail.com.

Joseph Miceli
Candidate for Westfield BOE

WF BOE Candidate Silva Wants
District’s Magazine Ranking Improved

Since I officially announced my candi-
dacy, I have had the privilege of speaking
with many people and hearing about the
concerns they have pertaining to our
schools. In doing so, this solidified my
reasons for running. One issue that has
continually been brought up is our rank-
ing in NJ Monthly Magazine. Our rank-
ing there continues to decline. We went
from seventh in 2008 to 41st last year.
This is unacceptable that we were not
even in the top 20 considering our out-
standing test scores and 99 percent gradu-
ation rate. Superintendent Dolan and the
board need to contact the magazine and
make our case for next year. Improving
our ranking will make our community
(taxpayers) feel better about where their
money is going. Westfield is known for
its excellent school system and the rank-
ing affects our home values, therefore we
need to see it rise not continue to decline.

As we continue to strive for the best
education for our children, we need to
engage more in 21st century teaching
skills. These skills are essential in order
for our children to keep up with
tomorrow’s world. We need to be sure we
have programs in place that will teach
them the key elements needed to succeed.
Obviously, the No Child Left Behind Act
of 2001 identified the core curriculum;
however, there are other skills our chil-

dren need to help them be successful.
Some of these are: global awareness/civil
literacy, learning and thinking skills (i.e.
communication/creativity and innova-
tion), innovation and media literacy, in-
formation and communication technol-
ogy (i.e. Literacy), life skills (i.e. leader-
ship/accountability/social responsibility).

These are just a few things that have
been brought to me that people feel are
important. They deserve to be looked at.
I admit I do not have all the answers right
now and I won’t pretend to but, given the
opportunity to serve, I will work ex-
tremely hard along side the other board
members to look at what needs to be
improved. It is a community effort and
we must work together to improve our
schools – not against each other.

We need diverse representation of com-
munity members to sit on the board.  I feel
I bring that. I would bring to light the
needs of our younger students. My oldest
child will be entering Edison School next
year and my other two children are at the
elementary and preschool levels. I would
be honored to serve on the board. Please
contact me at silvaforboe@gmail.com or
on my Facebook page: Jenn Silva for
Westfield Board of Education with any
concerns or questions.

Jennifer Silva
Westfield

Westfield Community Center
Battle of the Bands

Friday, March 25th

6:30pm – 10:30pm

$5 tickets, $7 at the door

Westfield Community Center

558 West Broad Street

Bobby Skeleton and the Watermelon Smashers

The Marauders

Blue Side Down
The 45’s

Aaron Rubin

How This Newspaper Helps Advertisers …

With a Strong Hand
We’re newspaper people, with our ears to the ground and
strength in our hand.

For a long time it has been our job to meet the people of our
area – in their homes, work, schools, churches and in their
civic and social activities. It has been our job to understand
their needs and desires; to report their joys and sorrows.

Few know this area and its people better than us. Many
merchants look to this background of experience and
understanding for assistance in reaching their audience most
effectively. It is an unusually strong hand to their
merchandising efforts – as well as an effective source for
information and advice.

Let us show you how the combination of this experience
and audited circulation facts can help you get maximum
results from your sales messages.

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

The Westfield Leader

908-232-4407    sales@goleader.com

NJ Appeals Nuclear
Waste Storage Rule

TRENTON – New Jersey on Tuesday
sought permission from a federal appeals
court to join a legal action with New
York, Vermont, and Connecticut that chal-
lenges a federal Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission rule that extends the time al-
lowed for storing spent nuclear fuel at
nuclear power plants from 30 years to a
new standard of 60 years past the licensed
life of a reactor, DEP Commissioner Bob
Martin has announced.
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POLICE BLOTTER– Obituaries –
George Pusack, 90, Mobil Oil Executive;
Enjoyed Serving His Church and Travel
George Williams Pusack, 90, of

Davidson, N.C. died on Saturday,
February 26, 2011, at The Pines in
Davidson.

He was born on Sep-
tember 26, 1920 in De-
troit, Mich. to the late
George Frederick
Pusack and Winifred
Williams Pusack.

Mr. Pusack worked
as an executive with
Mobil Oil Corporation
in New York City. In
1973, he moved with
his wife, Marian, to
London, England.
They relocated to Melbourne, Aus-
tralia in 1980, living there for a
period of five years before retiring
to the Charlotte, N.C. area – first
in River Hills, Clover, S.C. and
then Davidson, N.C. Throughout
this period, he continued his dedi-
cated service to the Episcopal
Church, most recently to St.
Alban’s in Davidson, and he espe-
cially loved his many opportuni-
ties for travel throughout the world.

Surviving are his daughter, Ann
Wilt, and her husband, Nelson, of
O’Fallon, Ill.; his son, William

John Pusack, and his
wife, Priscilla,  of
Norwalk, Conn., and his
grandchildren, Timothy,
Anna and Elizabeth
Pusack.

He was predeceased by
his wife, Marian Preston
Pusack; his son, James
Preston Pusack; his
brother,  David John
Pusack, and his grand-
son, First Lieutenant
John Nelson Wilt.

Memorial services and interment
took place on Sunday, March 13,
at St. Alban’s Church in Davidson.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to St. Alban’s Epis-
copal Church, P.O. Box 970,
Davidson, N.C. 28036.

Arrangements were by the
Raymer Funeral Home of
Huntersville,  N.C.,
www.raymerfuneralhome.org.
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George W. Pusack

Helen Rocco, 88, N.J. Bell Operator;
Loving Wife, Mother and Grandmother
Helen Nowak Rocco, 88, passed

into eternal peace on Friday, March
11, 2011, at Ocean Medical Center
in Brick, N.J.

She was born on May 25, 1922
in Brooklyn, N.Y. to Frank and
Sophia Nowak. Helen lived her life
and raised her family in Scotch
Plains until moving to Brick, where
she resided for the past 10 years.

She was employed by New Jer-
sey Bell as a telephone operator
for 38 years. Her greatest joy was
being a wife and mother, which
she did with her own special touch
of love and devotion.

Helen was a communicant of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains
and then the Church of Saint
Martha in Point Pleasant. The way
she lived her life was a true ex-
ample of faith and inspiration. She
cherished her husband and family
and she touched the lives of many
through the years.

Helen was predeceased by her
loving husband of 57 years,
Carmen J. Rocco, in 2003; her
grandson, Michael Patrick Dwyer,
in 2009, and her brothers, Edward

J. and Francis Nowak.
She leaves behind her devoted

and grateful children, Constance
Beck and her husband, Rod, Tho-
mas Rocco and his wife, Karen,
and Joseph Rocco and his wife,
Chris; her very special grandchil-
dren, Joanne Dwyer and Carmen,
Julian, Alyse, Matthew and Emma
Rocco; her friend and compassion-
ate caregiver, Adrianna, and sev-
eral nieces and nephews who added
to the happiness of her life with
their attention and love. She was
the heart of our family.

The funeral was held yesterday,
Wednesday, March 16, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. A Fu-
neral Mass followed at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Church.
Interment took place at Hillside
Cemetery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
her memory to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation would be appreciated.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Alfred M. McEwen, 85, Local Florist;
Active In Masons, Rotary and VFW

Alfred Melville “Al” McEwen,
85, of Mt. Dora, Fla. completed his
journey through this life on Sun-
day, February 27, 2011, following a
long battle with PSP (Progressive
Supranuclear Palsy).

Al was born August 8, 1925 in the
Town of Westfield, N.J. to the late
James and Sylvia (Sharman)
McEwen. He was raised in
Westfield, and after the outbreak of
World War II, at the age of 17 and
with his parents’ permission he en-
listed in the U.S. Navy and served
aboard the USS Smith in the South
Pacific.

After the war, Al returned to
Westfield to work in the family busi-
ness, “McEwen Flowers,” eventu-
ally being the sole proprietor until
his retirement in 1985. His success
in business can be directly attrib-
uted to his work ethic and his natu-
ral ability to socialize with people.
During his career he lived in the
Borough of Fanwood, where he
raised his family of six children. He
loved the outdoors and spent sum-
mers in the mountains and on fam-
ily camping trips.

After his retirement he spent his
time between the Adirondacks, Nor-
way, Maine and Mt. Dora, Fla. Al
was a past officer with FTD (Flo-

rists Transworld Delivery), a former
Mason, a past president of the
Westfield Rotary Club and a life-
time member of the VFW.

Al is survived by his wife of 12
years, Marilyn (Sam) McEwen; his
former wife, Lois Young McEwen,
and their six children, daughter Judy
and her husband, Fred Brown, son
James McEwen and his wife, Sharol
Bailey, daughter Jill and her hus-
band, Kevin Farquhar, daughter
Joanne and her husband, Mark
Lawrie, daughter Janet Diamond
and son Jeffrey McEwen; his nine
grandchildren, and his brother, John
(Jack) McEwen.

A memorial service will be held
on Saturday, March 26, 2011, at 10
a.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue.
Interment will follow at Fairview
Cemetery, 1100 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made towards research of Pro-
gressive Supranuclear Palsy and
sent to: CurePSP, 30 E. Padonia
Road, Suite 201, Timonium, Md.
21093, or visit PSP.org.

Local arrangements are by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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SHERIFF’S SALE

SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11000946
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-2656-09
Plaintiff: INVESTORS SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: DREJAJ RESIDENTIAL DEVEL-

OPMENT LLC
Sale Date: 04/06/2011
Writ of Execution: 04/30/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred Sixty
Five Thousand Eight Hundred Sixty Six and 66/
100*** $665,866.66.

The property to be sold is located in: The
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, State of
New Jersey

Commonly known as: 193 Terrill Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No.: 2 on Block: 1
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately): 130 x 109
Nearest Cross Street: Midway Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien infor: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able. You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Total Upset:  ***Seven Hundred Fifteen Thou-
sand Six Hundred Fifty and 10/100***
$715,650.10 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-148437
4 T - 3/10, 3/17, 3/24
& 3/31/11 Fee: $171.36
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Ralph Jones, 78, Was Director of PR;
Had Served as Westfield Historian

Ralph Howard Jones, 78, of
Stewartsville, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, died on Sunday, March
13, 2011.

Born September 6, 1932 to
Frederick E. Jones and Helen
Edmands Jones in Plainfield, N.J.,
Ralph attended Westfield schools in-
cluding Lincoln School, Roosevelt
Junior High School and Westfield
High School, gradu-
ating in 1950, where
he was a member of
the National Honor
Society, co-editor of
the Hi’s Eye, trea-
surer of his class
track team and
played on the B
squad football team.

Upon graduation,
Ralph entered
Muhlenberg Col-
lege in Allentown,
Pa., where he joined
the ATO fraternity
and was on the track
team. He transferred
to Indiana Univer-
sity and graduated with an AB degree
in history, government and econom-
ics in 1958, after joining the Air Force
in 1952, where he completed aircraft
observer school as a radar bombar-
dier and eventually became a second
lieutenant during the latter part of the
Korean War.

In 1958, Ralph became a reporter
with the Courier News in Plainfield.
Beginning in 1961, he worked as a
public relations specialist for various
political candidates, as well as a con-
sultant in the water utility industry. In
August 1963, he married Westfield
native, the former Carol Kookogey,
and they purchased their first house in
Fanwood, N.J. A few years later, they
moved to Westfield, where they raised
their three children and lived for 27
years.

Ralph could always be found jog-
ging or running miles at a time through
various towns. He entered many chari-
table 5K races and even ran a half
marathon in Philadelphia. His love of
history, especially local history, was
quite evident, even while on family
vacations. He almost always found
the local library and cemetery of a
vacation spot to research that par-
ticular town. His younger daughter,
Cathy, at age 5, recalls riding around
in the car with her Dad while he
surveyed various architectural styles
in homes and then was able to recite
the various roof and home styles.

Ralph’s extensive career included
serving as Director of the Depart-
ment of Public Information and Press
Relations at the New York Stock Ex-
change, and he also held positions
with the Chicago firm of Beveridge,
Inc., New York, N.Y.; the Investment
Bankers’ Association in Washington,
D.C. and Carl Byoir Associates in
New York City. In 1974, Ralph be-
came Public Relations Director for
Millicent Fenwick, helping her run
successfully for Congress in New
Jersey’s 5th district. He then joined
the Home Insurance Company as As-
sociate Director of Public Relations,
and later became a vice-president
with Howard J. Rubenstein Associ-
ates. In 1981, Ralph joined the Squibb
Corporation in Princeton, N.J. as Di-
rector of Corporate Relations, where
he was a member of the American
Medical Writers Association.

Following his retirement, he started
up a consulting business and contin-
ued with this until the mid 1990s.

Ralph was active in many Westfield
community activities, including the
Y’s Men’s Club and the Westfield
Historical Society. His love of
Westfield and its history was the insti-
gation in 1987 to write weekly col-
umns for The Westfield Leader about
Westfield history. These popular col-
umns lasted until 1991. He served as
president of the Y’s Men’s Club; presi-
dent, trustee and a Lifetime Trustee of
the Westfield Historical Society; mem-
ber of the Westfield Historic Review
Commission; chairman of the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission, which he helped to form, and
a member of the YMCA Board of
Directors. He was a member of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,

where he served as a deacon.
Ralph served on the Board of Pres-

ervation, N.J. and was a N.J. Indiana
University Alumni Club president.

Among his many accomplishments
was writing and producing Our
Towne, a revue for the 1994 Bicen-
tennial, complete with a cast of play-
ers and crew, performing at Roosevelt
Junior High School to sold-out audi-

ences; he also wrote and
produced the revues
Meet Me Down at
Frutchey’s: Westfield in
the Jazz Age, Westfield
in the 1920’s, Westfield
Comes of Age and If
Houses Could Talk.
While in Westfield, he
was a frequent lecturer
on local history.

Ralph received the
President’s Award and
Trustees Award from
the Westfield Historical
Society. He also re-
ceived the Community
Service Award from the
Westfield Area Cham-

ber of Commerce. In the late 1980s,
he was appointed official Westfield
Historian by then Mayor Ron
Frigerio. In 1993, Ralph accepted the
job of curator of the historical
society’s archival collection. In 1994,
Ralph was the first non-school offi-
cial to deliver the Westfield High
School commencement address to the
graduating class. He received the
Faith in Westfield Award from the
Chamber of Commerce. He was hon-
ored for outstanding leadership in
historic preservation by the Union
County Advisory Board and Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs in
conjunction with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

In his later years, next to his wife,
daughters and grandchildren, whom
he loved so much, Ralph’s biggest
passion, dedication and love was vol-
unteering and working at the Archives
and Museum of the Westfield His-
torical Society. He spent many tire-
less hours organizing and cataloging
the many thousands of artifacts and
papers that continually come into the
building. He frequently gave tours of
the museum to schoolchildren. His
phone was always ringing with in-
quiries from people wanting to know
more about the history of their
Westfield home or acquisition. He
was a walking encyclopedia of infor-
mation, and if he didn’t know the
answer, he would look it up in the
Archives.

Ralph is survived by his loving
wife of 47 years, Carol (Kookogey),
and very special daughters, Cynthia
Gaffney and Catherine Marder. He
was predeceased by his son, Christo-
pher, and a brother, Frank. He was
“Grampy/Poppy” to four grandchil-
dren, Charlotte Clarke, Christie
Clarke, Caleigh Gaffney and Sam
Marder, and also is survived by broth-
ers Robert Jones (Gail) and Frederick
Jones, both of Port St. Lucie, Fla.,
and numerous nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. on
Saturday, March 19, 2011, at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue in Westfield. Pri-
vate interment will follow later in the
Revolutionary War Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors of Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
are welcomed either to the Reeve
History, Cultural and Resource Cen-
ter, P.O. Box 613, Westfield, N.J.
07091-0613, or to the Alzheimer’s
Association, 400 Morris Avenue,
Suite 251, Denville, N.J. 07834.
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Westfield
Monday, March 7, police arrested

two men pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at East Broad and Prospect
Streets. Italo Fernandes, 30, of Hill-
side was arrested on an outstanding
Newark warrant in the amount of
$200, while Lavan Wade, 40, of Eliza-
beth was arrested on seven Newark
warrants and three Elizabeth war-
rants, totaling $3,955 bail. Both men
were processed and released on their
own recognizance.

Monday, March 7, a resident of the
700 block of Clark Street reported
that someone unknown gained entry
to his unsecured motor vehicle and
stole a GPS unit worth approximately
$200 from the glove compartment.
The vehicle was parked in front of the
victim’s home at the time.

Wednesday, March 9, Akeem Noray,
20, of Westfield was arrested on war-
rants from Cranford, Seaside Heights
and Mountainside, with bail amounts
of $500, $1,000 and $400, respectively,
after being transported to Westfield
police headquarters from the Union
County jail. He was processed and
remanded to the Union County jail.

Thursday, March 10, a burglary in-
volving forcible entry was reported at a
residence on the 200 block of Sylvania
Place, during which an undetermined
amount of jewelry was stolen.

Saturday, March 12, Brandon Dietz,
19, of Westfield was arrested during a
traffic stop in the area of Carleton
Road and Ross Place and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 12, Eric R.
Courtney, 19, of Westfield was ar-
rested during a traffic stop on the 700
block of Central Avenue and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
with a summons.

Scotch Plains
Monday, March 7, a resident of

Country Club Lane reported that he
received a call from his bank inform-
ing him that someone tried to open a
credit card in his name.

Monday, March 7, a resident of
Rose Street reported that, sometime
overnight, someone slashed a rear
tire on his motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of his residence.

Tuesday, March 8, Harold
Stephens, 27, of Irvington was ar-
rested and charged with possession
of fraudulent credit cards after police
received a call from the manager of a
Park Avenue bank stating that the
suspect was trying to cash a check
with a fraudulent document. After
further investigation, Stephens was
placed under arrest, transported to
police headquarters, processed and
then transported to the Union County
jail on a no-bail warrant.

Wednesday, March 9, a resident of
Woodland Terrace reported that she
received a call from her credit card
company stating that someone made
a $900 purchase without her authori-
zation.

Thursday, March 10, a resident of
Hill Road reported that she received
a call from her credit card company
informing her that someone made
$1,300 worth of purchases without
her authorization.

Thursday, March 10, a resident of
Cook Avenue reported that someone
damaged the fence in her backyard.

Thursday, March 10, Malcolm
Pearson, 18, of Linden was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue on a $150 outstanding war-
rant issued by the Scotch Plains Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Saturday, March 12, Carlos
Mercado, 44, of Dunellen was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 on a $114 outstanding war-
rant issued by the Watchung Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Sunday, March 13, Anthony
Araneo, 18, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with possession of drug
paraphernalia after police responded
to Concord Road on a report of a
suspicious person. After an investi-
gation, Araneo was found to be in
possession of the paraphernalia, po-
lice said. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Garwood
Monday, March 7, Ryjon M. Burke,

37, of Westfield was arrested on two
counts of disorderly conduct and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) after a woman
flagged down an officer on routine
patrol. According to police, Burke
followed two females into a store on
Center Street and began to rub one of
the women’s shoulders as she waited
in line. The victim asked the check-
out person for assistance, and an
employee asked Bourke to leave the
store. Once outside, Bourke waited
for the women and followed them
after they left the store on foot and
began shouting obscenities at them,
police said. The victim was able to
flag down the officer, and Bourke
was placed under arrest, authorities
reported. A subsequent search of the
suspect revealed he was in posses-
sion of several small bags of sus-
pected marijuana, according to po-
lice. After being processed, he was
transported to the hospital for obser-

vation due to intoxication.
Friday, March 11, several residents

on various streets on the south side of
the borough reported that windows
on their motor vehicles were smashed
sometime over the weekend. Accord-
ing to police, nothing was reported
missing at this time, and the incidents
are believed to be random acts of
criminal mischief.

Saturday, March 12, Joseph
Papandrea and William Devitt, both
18, as well as three juveniles, all of
Cranford, were arrested and charged
with underage consumption of alco-
hol after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. They were transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released pending a court date.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 8, Derrick Sherin,

48, of Roselle was arrested on a no-
bail warrant out of Union County
Superior Court after police stopped a
motor vehicle in which he was a
passenger. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Tuesday, March 8, Chet Patterson,
41, of Garwood was arrested on an
active Garwood warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 9, Claire
Valihard, 60, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Wednesday, March 9, a resident of
the 300 block of North Avenue re-
ported that, sometime between Feb-
ruary 28 and March 2, someone re-
moved approximately $1,300 worth
of jewelry from her residence. Ac-
cording to police, the victim believes
a home health care employee was
responsible.

Thursday, March 10, Kimberly
Singleton, 35, of South Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Garwood
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Midway Avenue. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Friday, March 11, a contractor came
into police headquarters to report that
he completed work for another con-
tractor in Fanwood and that when he
attempted to cash the $3,800 check
given to him for payment, the bank
told him there was insufficient funds
and the check could not be cashed.

Friday, March 11, Chante Rokins,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active Woodbury warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue.
She was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released af-
ter posting bail.

Saturday, March 12, a resident of
the 100 block of Willoughby Road
reported that, sometime between
March 9 at 7 a.m. and March 12 at 7
p.m., someone forced open the back
door of his residence and removed an
undetermined amount of jewelry and
cash.

Sunday, March 13, Michael Tucker,
49, of Toms River was arrested and
charged with trespassing and an out-
standing warrant out of Wall after po-
lice responded to a report of a suspi-
cious person sleeping in a motor ve-
hicle on the 60 block of South Avenue.

According to police, Tucker told
police he was homeless and had per-
mission to sleep in the vehicle, which
did not belong to him. After checking
with the owner of the vehicle, it was
determined that Tucker did not have
permission to be in the vehicle. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Sunday, March 13, Harry Gray, Jr.,
69, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
active warrant out of Elizabeth after a
motor vehicle stop on Martine Av-
enue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Man, 22, Is Arrested
In Cranford Murder
CRANFORD – The Union County

Prosecutor’s Homicide Task Force
on Monday arrested and charged
William Parisio, 22, of Cranford with
the Sunday homicide of Pamela
Schmidt, 22, of Warren.

Parisio, who was being held at the
Union County jail on $400,000 bail,
will make his first court appearance
in the coming days, according to a
prosecutor’s office spokesman.

The arrest was a result of a joint
investigation by the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice Homicide Task Force and the
Cranford Police Department, said
county Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

Police were called to a residence
on Greaves Place in Cranford shortly
after noon on Sunday, where they
said they discovered the victim unre-
sponsive in a basement room. She
was later pronounced dead at the
scene, authorities said.

An autopsy by the county medical
examiner determined that Ms.
Schmidt suffered traumatic injuries
and her death was ruled a homicide,
Mr. Romankow said.

The case remains an active investi-
gation, but residents of Cranford
should not feel like they are in dan-
ger, as Mr. Romankow said the homi-
cide appears to be a tragic isolated
incident.
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FIREHOUSE VISIT…Westfield firefighters warmly welcome Daisy Troop No.
40216 from Scotch Plains to the firehouse on February 23, where the girls learned
about fire safety. Pictured, from left to right, are: Firefighter Matthew Pereira,
Julianna Mayer, Mattingly Zullo, Mikayla Mari, Lily Friebely, Katelyn Haggerty,
Meagan Migliaccio, Sienna Garcia, Lily Camacho, Georgia Williamson, Maxine
Novello and Firefighter Kevin McCormack.

Holy Trinity Quilt-a-thon
To Take Place on April 2

WESTFIELD – The 18th Annual
Babies Quilt-a-thon will be held on
Saturday, April 2, from 9:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Church, located at 250 Gallows
Hill Road in Westfield.

All ages are invited to participate,
including volunteers from local orga-
nizations. The Quilt-a-thon is free and
open to the public. Participants may
spend an hour or two or stay for the
entire day. They are asked to bring
their scissors and a snack or lunch.

The Ladies Philoptochos Society
funds this event, which is being chaired
by Connie Wygera of Tewksbury
Township. Father Peter Delvizis, pre-
siding priest at Holy Trinity, will bless
the quilts on Sunday, April 3. Last
year, as in all previous years, more
than 200 volunteers made over 250
quilts for at-risk babies.

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
hosts the Quilt-a-thon as a one-day
Lenten project. It is coordinated through
ABC Quilts, a national non-profit or-
ganization. Materials are provided free,
but volunteers can bring baby products
such as baby food, wipes or disposable
diapers. These will be given to St.
Clare’s Home in Elizabeth. The quilts
are for the tiniest victims of AIDS and
other serious diseases.

There are eight steps in making a
quilt. Volunteers assemble the quilt –
iron, cut, measure and knot – and a
team of sewers sew the quilts on
sewing machines. Adults and youth
can tie and sew, while pre-school
children also are encouraged to par-
ticipate by coloring blank squares to
insert in the quilts.

The quilts will be distributed to
infants in eight hospitals/transitional
homes – University of Medicine and
Dentistry, Beth Israel Hospital, Co-
lumbus Hospital Pediatric Services,
FXB Pediatric Center and The Fam-
ily Place, all of Newark; Trinitas
Hospital and St. Clare’s Home, both
in Elizabeth, and John F. Kennedy
Medical Center in Edison.

Torah Center Welcomes All
For Family Purim Events

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Torah Center will present Purim cel-
ebrations for the whole family this
weekend. All events will take place at
the Torah Center, located at 509 Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield.

A Megillah reading, free and open
to the public and followed by
Hamantashen and refreshments, will
be held this Saturday, March 19, at
8:30 p.m. On Sunday, March 20, at
8:30 a.m., the Torah Center will have
another Megillah reading, as it is a
Mitzvah to hear it read on Purim day
as well. The Torah Center also will
host a Family Purim Celebration on
Sunday from 4 to 5:30 p.m. There
will be a Megillah reading at 4 p.m.,
with a simultaneous slide show for
children that will take them through
the entire story of Purim as it is writ-
ten in the Megillah.

Additionally on Sunday, children
are invited to participate in a mas-
querade contest. All children dressed
in costume will receive a prize, and

one special grand prize will be
awarded for the best costume. The
theme of the celebration will be
“Purim in Japan,” so everyone is en-
couraged to come dressed in Japa-
nese costumes.

Everyone in attendance will have a
chance to have his or her name writ-
ten in Japanese Shodo Art to be taken
home, and there will be a special
Martial Arts show. Sushi and
Hamantashen will be served. There
is a suggested donation of $10 per
family.

A Community Purim Dinner will
take place at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday,
featuring a catered meal with sushi
and other Japanese cuisine and a com-
edy show. There is a $25 charge per
adult and $180 for sponsorships.

All these programs are open to the
public and everyone is welcome. For
more information and to respond for
the dinner, call the Torah Center at
(908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

Miller-Cory to Recall Lives
Of N.J. Slaves This Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present a pro-
gram entitled “Slaves in Colonial New
Jersey” this Sunday, March 20, from
2 to 4 p.m. The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

Descriptions and histories of sla-
very often focus on its practice in the
southern portion of colonial America.
What is less well known is the extent
to which it was sanctioned and en-
couraged in the north, including in
the colony of New Jersey.

In their program, Kathy and Forest
Eaton will provide a general over-
view of slavery, and will discuss the
origins of slavery in New Jersey, the
degree to which it was established in
the colony and the laws governing
the institution up to the Revolution-
ary period. This program is appropri-
ate for teens and adults.

Volunteers attired in authentic pe-
riod dress will be available to guide
visitors through the pre-Revolution-
ary era farmhouse. In the museum’s
Frazee Building, members of the
cooking committee will demonstrate
open-hearth cooking techniques, pre-
paring foods that would typically have
been eaten by slaves. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of colonial
toys, crafts, cookbooks and educa-
tional materials, also will be open.

Admission is $3 for adults, $1 for
students and free for children under

age 4. Upcoming Sunday programs
include “Following George
Washington’s Trail in New Jersey”
on March 27, “The Art of Quilling –
A Paper Craft” on April 3, “18th
Century Courting and Marriage Cus-
toms” on April 10 and “Band Boxes
and Hat Boxes – 18th Century Lug-
gage!” on April 17. The museum’s
annual “Sheep to Shawl Festival” is
scheduled for May 1.

For more information, call the
museum office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com. The
website is millercoryhouse.org.

Food Historian to Spotlight
Civil War Eating Customs

CRANFORD – The Civil War Ses-
quicentennial Committee of the
Cranford Historical Society will present
“Eating and Drinking Customs during
the Civil War and Reconstruction Years”
with Judith Krall-Russo this Sunday,
March 20, at 2:15 p.m. at the Crane-
Phillips House Museum, located at 124
North Union Avenue in Cranford.

The years after the Civil War ush-
ered in many changes in the eating
habits of Victorian America. Etiquette
around the table became very impor-

tant, tea parties were popular and soda
fountains became the social center.

A certified tea specialist and food
historian, Ms. Krall-Russo is a gradu-
ate of The Tea School of Pomfret,
Conn. and has completed Tea Certifi-
cation Level 1, 2 and 3 with the Spe-
cialty Tea Institute of New York City.
Ms. Krall-Russo holds a Master of
Business Administration degree from
Pace University, a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Montclair University and
an Associate in Applied Sciences
degree from the Fashion Institute of
Technology.

This history program is made pos-
sible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders. For more in-
formation, contact the historical
society’s office at (908) 276-0082 or
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net,
or visit cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
Admission will be free but donations
are appreciated.

Ritters Welcome
Dorian Caroline

Ted and Susan Ritter of Westfield
have announced the birth of their
daughter, Dorian Caroline Ritter, at
8:05 a.m. on Tuesday, March 8, 2011,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Dorian weighed 9 pounds and 3
ounces and measured 22 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her big sister, Jayne, 6.
The baby’s maternal grandparents

are Ron and Barbara Fontana of
Manahawkin.

Her paternal grandparents are Bill
Ritter of Westfield and the late Teddi
Ritter.

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

GUTTER CLEANING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Factory Showroom of NJ

Factory Showroom of NJ

Office: (908) 232-3500

Direct:   (908) 787-7370

Factory Showroom of NJ

305 South Avenue West

Westfield

Custom Cabinetry for the

Kitchen-Bath-Home

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

PT

REPAIR SPECIALIST
SHEETROCK TO PAINTING

LIC# 13VH06010100

HANDYMAN SERVICES

CALL PHIL SCALI
732-609-0786

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275

Double Size: 10 Weeks $425
 email PDF Ad to

sales@goleader.com

P090120 06/09

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Call my 
office for a 
quote 24/7.

You’re a 
neighbor, 
not a 
number.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

It’s All About A New You
At VP Salon in Westfield

WESTFIELD – Come the last
weekend in March, hairstylist Jaylene
Stephens will be joining the staff at
VP Salon in Westfield.

Currently located at Platinum Sa-
lon in Manhattan, the artful techni-
cian honed her skills in Chicago. Born
and raised in the Windy City, Jaylene
gained her vast experience on Fash-
ion Runways, where she modeled
hairstyles for top-brand hair prod-
ucts.

Receiving her training at Ifergan
Salon in downtown Chicago, and with
the Redken Styling Team, makeovers
are her specialty. “After being ex-
posed to many glamorous women
and their trendy fashionable looks, I
knew I found my niche. I would best
serve the public by becoming a fabu-
lous hairstylist,” said Ms. Stephens,
who is looking forward to meeting
her clientele at VP Salon.

“My clients were guests appearing
on shows starring Oprah Winfrey and
Jenny Jones,” she continued. “As each
client took their place in my chair, my
job was to transition their hairstyle,
while doing a complete makeover.
My goal was to make each and every

guest look their best. Many times that
involved creating a new look to ac-
centuate their facial structure.”

Thoroughly trained in all aspects
of hair design, Jaylene’s most recent
experience was creating fashion-for-
ward looks backstage at Runway
Shows for Fashion Week in New York
City.

Jaylene accepts the challenge of
creating a newer YOU at the Victor
Passucci Salon in Westfield. Call VP
Salon to schedule an appointment at
(908) 928-1133.

VP Salon, 210 South Avenue, West,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Hours: Open
9 a.m. Tuesday to Saturday.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator
Rave On! to Perform
At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library will feature the Rave
On! Band on Wednesday, March 23,
at 7 p.m. The band plays the music of
Buddy Holly and other famous acts of
the era. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street in Westfield.

The program is open to Westfield
and MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To find
out if a local library participates, visit
the Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, click on the website’s
Online Calendar or call (908) 789-
4090 and press 0.

NAMI Invites Public
To ‘Ask the Doctor’

WESTFIELD – The Union County
chapter of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) will present a
program entitled “Ask the Doctor” on
Tuesday, March 22, at 7:30 p.m. It will
take place at American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3, located at 1003
North Avenue, West, in Westfield.

This free, informal evening of dis-
cussion will offer participants a
chance to ask questions and to learn
what services, medications and thera-
pies might help them cope with the
problems their loved ones are facing.

Dr. Katherine Feingold, who works
in private practice at Bartky
HealthCare Center, LLC in Livingston
and Westfield, will be the guest speaker.
A dually boarded adult and child and
adolescent psychiatrist, she has expe-
rience in the pharmacological man-
agement of mood disorders, anxiety
disorders, ADHD and developmental
disorders. For more information about
the Union County chapter of NAMI,
visit nami-nj-uc.org.

Coffee With Conscience
To Benefit CONTACT
WESTFIELD – The popular mu-

sic series Coffee With Conscience
will present the group Delta Rae this
Saturday, March 19, at 8 p.m. in a
special benefit performance for CON-
TACT We Care, a local telephone
crisis hotline.

The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at the corner of East Broad and
North Avenues in Westfield. Delta
Rae is a quartet comprising siblings
Ian, Eric and Brittany Hölljes and
their childhood friend, Elizabeth
Hopkins. Tickets for the event may
be purchased online at eventbrite.com
for $19 in advance. Tickets at the
door will be $23.

CONTACT We Care answers calls
from people in emotional distress with
active, empathetic, non-judgmental
listening. Based in Union County since
its founding in 1975, CONTACT is a
member of the National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline. The local hotline
number is (908) 232-2880.

Volunteers and donors interested
in more information about the
agency’s activities may call the of-
fice at (908) 301-1899 or visit the
website contactwecare.org.

Workshop to Be Held
For College Applicants

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will offer a free
workshop for college applicants to be
held on Thursday, March 24, at 7:30
p.m. entitled “The Angular Student:
How to Use Your Strengths to Stand
Out in the College Admissions Pro-
cess.” Lisa Bleich, president of Col-
lege Bound Mentor, LLC, will be the
workshop facilitator.

Participants will have the opportunity
to discuss case studies of students who
went through the process, and how they
developed and highlighted their strengths
in the admission process.

Registration for this program is
advised. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue. For further informa-
tion, to register or to obtain direc-
tions, call the library at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.
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CHILI WINNER…The Men’s Club of Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains
hosted its annual Chili Cook-Off and football viewing party January 23 at the home
of Nick and Wendy Sciara. More than 50 Temple Sholom congregants sampled
eight chili recipes of various flavors, textures and levels of spiciness. The winning
recipe was an Indian-inspired curried white chicken chili prepared by Temple
Sholom Men’s Club Co-President Vlad Leybovich, whose name will be inscribed on
the club’s Chili Cook-Off Winners wall plaque. Pictured, Mr. Leybovich, left,
receives an award plaque from Walt Schroeder, the 2010 Chili Cook-Off winner.

The Question of God to Be
Focus of Lenten Film Study
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church will begin its an-
nual Lenten Film Study this Tues-
day, March 22, with a discussion of
the movie The Question of God.

The film will be viewed in seg-
ments over four consecutive weeks,
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., in the church’s
Coe Fellowship Hall. All of the eve-
nings are free and open to the public.

The Question of God brings together
Sigmund Freud, a lifelong critic of
religious belief, and C.S. Lewis, one
of Christianity’s most influential and
popular proponents of faith based in
reason, in a lively debate.

Through dramatic storytelling, vi-

sual recreations, interviews with his-
torians and biographers and lively dis-
cussion, the film explores the issues
that have preoccupied humanity for
centuries: What is happiness? How do
we find meaning and purpose in our
lives? and How do we cope with the
problem of suffering and the inevita-
bility of death? Each segment of the
film will be followed by discussion.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional infor-
mation, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit the church website,
fccofwestfield.org.

Retirees Group Plans
Meeting For Tuesday
MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside

Active Retirees will hold their next
meeting on Tuesday, March 22, at 10
a.m. at the Mountainside Municipal
Building, located at 1385 Route 22,
East. All retirees are invited to attend
meetings of the club, which are held
on the second and fourth Tuesdays of
the month.

Trunde Akinrodabu from the Se-
nior Medicare Patrol of New Jersey
will be the guest speaker. His topic
will include Medicare fraud.

On Monday, May 16, the club will
take a bus trip to Philadelphia to see
Independence Hall, followed by lunch
at the City Tavern. For details or
reservations, call Laszlo Szeles at
(908) 232-8550.

WUF ‘ABC’ Photo Contest
Open to Westfield Youth

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
United Fund (WUF) has announced
a unique photography contest, open
to all Westfield residents in kinder-
garten through grade 12. Entitled
“ABCs of Westfield,” the object of
the contest is to form the word
“Westfield” using only letters seen in
natural or man-made objects found
around the town. The deadline for
submissions is Saturday, April 30,
2011. There is no fee to enter.

Contestants are invited to submit
photographs of objects depicting one
or more of the letters in “Westfield.”
One prize will be awarded for each
letter. Winners of the contest will be
announced at the WUF’s annual meet-
ing on Tuesday, May 10, in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Me-
morial Library. Each winner will re-
ceive a copy of the finished
“Westfield” alphabet picture and a
$25 Westfield gift coin.

All images must be “found ob-
jects,” not letters assembled by the
contestant or actual letters such as
seen on a sign. Entries, in the form of
a 4-inch-by-6-inch print, must be re-
ceived by 5 p.m. on April 30 at the
Westfield United Fund offices, 301

North Avenue, West, in Westfield (for-
merly the north-side train station.) A
complete set of rules and an official
entry form can be found on the Fund’s
website, westfieldunitedfund.org.

Guest judges for the contest are
Sherry Cronin, executive director of
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion; Roy Chambers, Westfield High
School art teacher, and Susan Cook,
professional photographer and WUF
trustee. Judging criteria will include
creativity, clarity of letter, signifi-
cance of object to Westfield and suit-
ability to overall picture.

“This photo contest neatly illus-
trates the Westfield United Fund’s
mission of channeling community
spirit to help us shape Westfield,”
said Linda Maggio, WUF executive
director. “It is a collaborative effort
that we hope will inspire Westfield
students at every age. In this arena,
the eye and imagination of a kinder-
gartner are on a level playing field
with those of a high-school student.”

Since 1937, the WUF has partnered
with local social services agencies to
help neighbors in need. Funds from the
annual campaign are used to support
18 member agencies. For additional
information, contact (908) 233-2113
or contact@westfieldunitedfund.org.

AAI Program to Spotlight
‘Evolving Planet’ Tomorrow
CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-

mers, Inc. (AAI) will conduct its
monthly membership meeting at 8
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, March 18, in
the Main Lecture Hall in the
Nomahegan Building at Union County
College, located at 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the business
meeting, the club will present the lec-
ture “An Evolving Planet: The History
of Earth and the Search for Other
Earths in the Galaxy,” presented by
Alan P. Witzgall.

Mr. Witzgall will discuss how life
on Earth has dramatically changed
the composition of the planet’s sur-
face and atmosphere and how this
can serve as a guide in locating and
classifying exoEarths in the galaxy.
He also will bring examples of min-
erals and fossils to illustrate the five
major epochs on Earth.

Following the talk, attendees will be
invited to the William Miller Sperry
Observatory for refreshments and the
chance to look through the largest tele-
scopes in the area (weather permitting.)
Sperry Observatory also is open to the
public every Friday evening between
7:30 and 10:30 p.m. for an informal talk

and observing. Star parties are sched-
uled at Sperry Observatory on April 8
and May 13. For more information, visit
asterism.org or call (908) 276-STAR.
Admission and parking are free.

Seasons Group Plans
Game Night Meeting
WESTFIELD – Seasons, a support

group for divorced, separated and wid-
owed individuals of all faiths, as well
as for anyone who has experienced the
loss of a relationship, will hold its next
meeting on Wednesday, March 23. All
are welcome.

This meeting will be a Pot Luck
Party and game night. Participants are
asked to bring a finger food for the
table to feed six to eight people. Meet-
ings are held from 7:15 to 9 p.m. on the
second and fourth Wednesdays in the
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
Activities Center Building, located at
1600 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Seasons is designed to provide as-
sistance in the journey toward healing
of emotions and spirit through group
discussions, guest speakers and social
activities. For more information, call
Joan Hernandez at (908) 930-2791.

‘Focus on Education’
To Eye Technology

WESTFIELD – Technology is the
topic of interest in March on “Focus
on Education,” the TV show hosted
by the Westfield Public Schools.
Teachers will discuss how they inte-
grate technology into the classroom,
while Brian Auker will give an up-
date on the district’s infrastructure.

The show is available as a link at
westfieldnjk12.org/video and also will
air on WHS-TV 36 every Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday at 2 p.m. and 6
p.m. and every Sunday at 2 p.m.
through early April. It is accessible to
both Verizon-Fios and Comcast sub-
scribers.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY

Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of Mountainside, in the County of Union, New Jersey, that a public hearing for the proposed
budget for the 2011-2012 school year will be held on Tuesday, March 22, 2011, in the Beechwood School Susan O. Collier Media Center
at 1497 Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey, at 7:30 PM.

The budget will be on file in the Office of the Secretary of the Board of Education, 1497 Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey,
for examination by the public between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM each school day.

The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides are available from your local school district.

W. Daniel Saragnese
Board Secretary

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2009 OCTOBER 15, 2010 OCTOBER 15, 2011
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 720 737 734
   Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 69 69 69
    Subtotal - Pupils on Roll 789 806 803
  Private School Placements 8 8 8
  Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog 226 220 217
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 32 37 33

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
OPERATING BUDGET
  Budgeted Fund Balance - Operating Budget 10-303 742,027 425,000
  Withdrawal from Current Expense Emergency Rsv 10-312 111,238 78,290
  Withdrawal from Cap Res-for Local Share 10-307 390,323 266,763
  Withdrawal from Maint. Reserve 10-310 87,000

Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 12,600,375 13,104,390 13,433,645
  Tuition 10-1300 19,770
  Transportation Fees from Individuals 10-1410 195,000
  Interest Earned on Capital Reserve Funds 10-1XXX 500 500
  Other Restricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 93,061
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 19,989 20,000 17,760
        SUBTOTAL 12,640,634 13,124,890 13,739,466

Revenues from State Sources:
  Exraordinary Aid 10-3131 231,916 53,790 175,000
  Other State Aids 10-3XXX 13,271
  Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 280,649 58,067 202,718
  Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 48,838
  Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 177,807
        SUBTOTAL 752,481 111,857 377,718

Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Education Jobs Fund 18-4522 25,865
        SUBTOTAL 25,865
  Actual Revenues (Over) / Under Expenditures 972,392
        TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET 14,365,507 14,568,035 14,913,102

GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 750

Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Title II 20-4451-4455 11,546
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 274,926 291,891 155,828
  Other 20-4XXX 13,851 13,584
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 288,777 305,475 167,374
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 289,527 305,475 167,374

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
Transfers from Capital Reserve 40-5210 390,135 390,323 266,763

Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 123,154
     TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 123,154
     TOTAL LOCAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 390,135 390,323 389,917
     TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 390,135 390,323 389,917
     TOTAL REVENUES / SOURCES 15,045,169 15,263,833 15,470,393

DEDUCT REVENUES INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
Transfers from Capital Reserve 40-5210 390,135 390,323 266,763

TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES NET OF TRANSFERS 14,655,034 14,873,510 15,203,630

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
Instruction:
  Regular Programs 11-1XX-100-XXX 4,105,542 3,685,814 3,753,881
  Special Education 11-2XX-100-XXX 533,772 562,885 490,826
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities 11-401-100-XXX 37,330 41,067 36,691
  School Sponsored Athletics 11-402-100-XXX 50,183 27,513 27,920
Support Services:
  Tuition 11-000-100-XXX 3,855,537 4,389,700 4,947,758
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 54,636
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 119,986 123,024 120,244
  Speech, OT, PT, Related & Extraordinary Services 11-000-216,217 398,063 377,900 374,690
  Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 75,428 50,585 50,432
  Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 392,433 325,241 313,262
  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 124,019 113,122 114,699
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 165,956 163,799 164,723
  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 2,084 8,000 5,000
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  General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 322,002 322,414 324,690
  School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 339,546 348,878 341,121
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 216,640 212,878 165,500
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 875,569 888,282 874,979
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 649,648 609,627 676,391
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 1,666,437 1,895,396 1,797,464
          Total Support Services Expenditures 9,203,348 9,828,846 10,325,589
       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 13,930,175 14,146,125 14,634,907

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
  Interest Earned on Capital Reserve 10-604 500
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 3,138
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 19,658 11,432
  Capital Reserve-Transfer to Repayment of Debt 12-000-4XX-933 390,135 390,323 266,763
        TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 393,273 410,481 278,195

SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Summer School:
  Instruction 13-422-100-XXX 42,059 11,429
  Total Summer School 42,059 11,429
     TOTAL SPECIAL SCHOOLS 42,059 11,429
        OPERATING BUDGET GRAND TOTAL 14,365,507 14,568,035 14,913,102

SPECIAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 750
Federal Projects:
  Title II 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 11,546
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 274,926 291,891 155,828
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 13,851 13,584
  Total Federal Projects 288,777 305,475 167,374
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 289,527 305,475 167,374

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
  Repayment of Debt - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 390,135 390,323 389,917
       TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 390,135 390,323 389,917
      Total Expenditures 15,045,169 15,263,833 15,470,393

DEDUCT EXPENDITURES INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
11-1XX-100-930

  Capital Reserve - Transfer to Repayment of Debt 12-000-400-933 390,135 390,323 266,763
  Transfer Property Sale Proceeds to Debt Svc Res 11-000-520-934

      TOTAL EXPENDITURES NET OF TRANSFERS 14,655,034 14,873,510 15,203,630

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

AUDITED AUDITED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED
BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE

BUDGET CATEGORY 6/30/2009 6/30/2010 6/30/2011 6/30/2012

Unassigned:
  General Operating Budget 466,298 375,648 622,797 197,797
  Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

Restricted for Specific Purposes:
  General Operating Budget:
    Capital Reserve 933,302 543,667 266,763 0
    Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
    Maintenance Reserve 245,339 162,339 74,639 74,639
    Legal Reserve 970,453 564,176 0 0
    Tuition Reserve 0 0 0 0
    Current Expense Emergency Reserve 189,528 189,528 78,290 0
    Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2011 - 2012
2010-11 2010-11 2011-12

2008-09 2009-10 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
  Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost 12,277 11,945 11,450 11,621 11,221
  Total Classroom Instruction 7,551 7,312 6,778 6,855 6,840
  Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 7,321 7,138 6,554 6,600 6,661
  Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 198 137 175 200 134
  Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 32 36 50 55 45
  Total Support Services 1,983 1,916 1,693 1,776 1,788
  Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,458 1,478 1,358 1,394 1,270
  Total Administrative Costs 1,357 1,326 1,355 1,357 1,264
  Administration-Salaries and Benefits 1,036 1,060 1,076 1,083 979
  Legal Costs 0 75 39 40 40
  Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 1,234 1,241 1,250 1,247 1,228
  Operations & Maintenance of Plant-Salary & Ben. 630 655 613 602 591
  Total Food Services Costs 0 0 0 0 0
  Total Extracurricular Costs 141 138 100 110 102
  Total Equipment Costs 15 4 0 0 0
  Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 21.5 25.1 27.4 31.6 20.4

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2011 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations
were performed using the 2010-11 revised appropriations and 2011-12 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget.
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO
4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the

district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, budget only the local share of the project and enter
an X in column 4. Do not include equipment. Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to Capital Projects fund (8326 and 8335).
If the project is a request to exceed and existing referendum (Under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-4.4(a)3), enter an ‘X’ in column 5 and enter the
funding source for the request in column 6. Complete a detailed budget for each project.

Request to
Project Dollar Eligible Exceed Funding Source

Description/Activity Number Amount for Grant Referendum for Request
  SDA Assement for Debt Service Per DOE February 23, 2011 11,432

        Total Amount: 11,432
1 T - 3/17/11, The Leader Fee: $526.58

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

OLL Boutique Open House
To Benefit ‘Habitat’ Project
MOUNTAINSIDE – The parish

community of Our Lady of Lourdes
will hold a “Boutique Open House”
next Thursday, March 24, with pro-
ceeds going to the Our Lady of
Lourdes/Habitat for Humanity
Project. The event will be held from
7 to 9 p.m. in the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church’s
Pollard Hall, located at 300 Cen-
tral Avenue in Mountainside.

Vendors selling Silpada jewelry,
Avon products, Stampin’ Up card
supplies, Touchstone crystal jew-
elry, Pampered Chef goods, Cre-
ative Memories scrap-booking sup-
plies, Tupperware, photography
services and Longaberger baskets
will be on hand and will donate all
or a portion of their proceeds to the
parish’s Habitat for Humanity

project. Other interested vendors
also are welcome to participate.
Refreshments will be available.

On a designated day in the com-
ing months, 10 Our Lady of
Lourdes parish volunteers will
work at a Plainfield Habitat for
Humanity build site. Monies raised
will fund this day’s build.

For further information about the
Our Lady of Lourdes Boutique Open
House, interested persons are invited
to call Carol Goggi at (908) 789-9420,
Ana Conde at (908) 233-3247 or Bar-
bara Sport at (908) 317-9883.
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SP-F School District
Plans Book Discussion
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –

Kindergarten parents/guardians are
invited to participate in a study group
to discuss the book “Reading Magic”
by Mem Fox. In this book, Ms. Fox
describes why reading aloud to young
children has an impact on their abil-
ity to read and on their lives.

There will be two discussion group
meetings. One group will meet dur-
ing the day and the other will meet in
the evening. The sessions will be
scheduled sometime this month.

If interested in participating in this
study group, call the office of Hope
Swarts, Supervisor of State, Federal
and Elementary Programs, at (908)
889-8600, extension no. 302. Indi-
viduals should state their  name, tele-
phone number and time preference
when calling.

Photo courtesy of Joan Barron
SCIENCE MINDED...Mother Seton students took home top honors in the New
Jersey Science League competition. Pictured, sitting, left to right, are: Jessica
Leszczyk, Zina Sockwell, Erin Alexander and Christelle Chua, and standing, left
to right, are: Patricia Guiao, Victoria Albright, Maria Chua and Emily Lubas.

Exercise Program for Physically
Challenged Offered at Runnells

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, through the Department of
Parks and Community Renewal, has
announced an exercise program at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights
for people who have had strokes, or
those with other physical limitations.

The special classes, which are in-
structed by a recreation therapist, a
music therapist and recreation
therapy aides, address general fit-
ness needs. This non-stressful exer-
cise program focuses on strength
and range of motion, body aware-
ness, overall health and exercises
that can be performed in a
participant’s home.

Classes are accessible to those in
wheelchairs and the program con-
tains activities that can be adapted
for everyone. Classes are scheduled
for Tuesdays and Thursdays, from
noon to 1 p.m., from April 5 through
November 10.

Pre-registration is required by Fri-
day, April 1, along with a current
doctor’s release. There is a one-time
enrollment fee of $20 per person for
the modified exercise program.

Runnells Specialized Hospital is
located at 40 Watchung Way in Ber-
keley Heights, and it is a service of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

For further information, contact
the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal, Pro-
grams for the Disabled, at (908) 527-
4806 or by e-mail at
mheisey@ucnj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

In accordance with the New Jersey Statutes relating hereto, Notice is hereby given that the Board of Education of the school district
of the Township of Scotch Plains and the borough of Fanwood has prepared a tentative budget for the school year beginning July 1,
2011 and ending June 30, 2012, which is on file and open to inspections at the Secretary’s office in the Administration Offices, Cedar
Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

It should be observed that expenditures are shown under a GAAP format (Generally Accepted Accounting Principles) approved by
the New Jersey Department of Education. This format shows the School District’s tentative budget by general program rather than in
the line item structure, thus providing the reader with a better understanding of how the district plans to utilize cornunity resources.

Pubic Hearing on said budget will be held at the Administration Offices, Cedar Street and Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 24, 2011.

The tentative budget will be on file and open for examination from the date of this Notice until March 24, 2011 between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. prevailing time, on regular school days, in the Office of the Secretary, Administration Offices, Cedar Street and
Evergreen Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available from your local school district.

Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education

Scotch Plains, New Jersey

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2011-2012

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

OCTOBER 15, 2009 OCTOBER 15, 2010 OCTOBER 15, 2011
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY ACTUAL ACTUAL  ESTIMATED
  Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time 4735 4789 4826
  Pupils on Roll Regular Shared-Time 22 24 14
  Pupils on Roll - Special Full-Time 674 645 655
  Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time 13 13
    Subtotal - Pupils on Roll 5444 5471 5495
  Private School Placements 67 66 81
  Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog 2 2 141
  Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog 37 36 27
  Pupils Received 75 75 75
  Pupils in State Facilities 1 1

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED REVENUES

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT ACTUAL REVISED ANTICIPATED
OPERATING BUDGET
  Budgeted Fund Balance - Operating Budget 10-303 560,000 750,000
  Withdrawal from Maint. Reserve 10-310 200,000

Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 10-1210 71,122,752 74,107,662 73,596,374
  Tuition 10-1300 225,000
  Interest Earned on Maintenance Reserve 10-1XXX 700
  Interest Earned on Capital Reserve Funds 10-1XXX 106
  Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 622,703 695,590 305,000
        SUBTOTAL 71,746,261 74,803,252 74,126,374

Revenues from State Sources:
  Exraordinary Aid 10-3131 612,343 532,558 450,000
  Other State Aids 10-3XXX 32,746 0
  Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 3,003,877 618,480 1,429,442
  Equalization Aid 10-3176 40,610
  Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 926,761
  Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 926,761
        SUBTOTAL 4,983,648 1,191,648 1,879,442

Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Medicaid Reimbursement 10-4200 16,742 21,712 25,000
  Education Jobs Fund 18-4522 149,340
        SUBTOTAL 16,742 21,712 174,340

Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 1,229,270
Actual Revenues (Over) / Under Expenditures -1,892,080
        TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET 74,854,571 78,005,882 76,930,156

GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 107,472

Revenues from State Sources:
  Preschool Education Aid - Pr Yr Carryover 20-3218 12,472
  Preschool Education Aid 20-3218 49,500 49,500 49,500
  Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 502,168 395,000 395,000
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES 564,140 444,500 444,500

Revenues from Federal Sources:
  Title I 20-4411-4416 106,669 75,500 75,500
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 1,824,546 1,032,504 1,000,000
  Other 20-4XXX 111,780
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES 2,042,995 1,108,004 1,075,500
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 2,714,607 1,552,504 1,520,000

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 139
Transfers from Other Funds 40-5200 500,000
Revenues from Local Sources:
  Local Tax Levy 40-1210 2,343,994 2,343,855 1,806,964
        TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES 2,343,994 2,343,855 1,806,964
        TOTAL LOCAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,543,994 2,343,994 1,806,964
        Actual Revenues (Over) / Under Expenditures -110,103
       TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,733,885 2,343,994 1,806,964
       TOTAL REVENUES / SOURCES 80,303,063 81,902,380 80,257,120

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
BUDGET CATEGORY ACCOUNT EXPENDITURES REV. APPROP. APPROPRIATIONS
GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
Instruction:
  Regular Programs 11-1XX-100-XXX 24,335,930 24,168,902 24,250,858
  Special Education 11-2XX-100-XXX 4,776,895 4,975,961 5,139,790
  Basic Skills/Remedial 11-230-100-XXX 801,416 765,315 729,577
  Bilingual Education 11-240-100-XXX 51,603 54,167 53,198
  School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities 11-401-100-XXX 322,061 344,339 343,650
  School Sponsored Athletics 11-402-100-XXX 962,839 922,750 854,769
  Community Services Programs/Operations 11-800-330-XXX 41,915
Support Services:
  Tuition 11-000-100-XXX 6,932,769 7,294,787 7,396,846
  Attendance and Social Work Services 11-000-211-XXX 103,871 79,000 67,354
  Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 691,356 664,595 656,366
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  Speech. OT, PT, Related & Extraordinary Services 11-000-216,217 1,664,755 1,787,170 1,758,647
  Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 1,247,096 1,184,758 1,113,843
  Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 1,451,598 1,344,350 1,299,818
  Improvement of Instructional Services 11-000-221-XXX 759,145 740,255 642,651
  Educational Media Services - School Library 11-000-222-XXX 793,306 773,134 718,073
  Instructional Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 820,678 776,689 874,985
  General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 811,213 918,736 879,848
  School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 2,718,318 2,857,167 2,786,141
  Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology 11-000-25X-XXX 1,401,319 1,495,369 1,405,066
  Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 6,705,686 7,588,937 6,967,914
  Student Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 2,607,932 3,175,944 2,816,568
  Personal Services - Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 13,719,620 14,229,571 14,926,358
          Total Support Services Expenditures 42,428,662 44,910,462 44,310,478
       TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE 73,721,321 76,141,896 75,682,320

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
  Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-73X 327,579 721,466 36,500
  Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-4XX-XXX 758,777 1,095,626 1,180,173
        TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 1,086,356 1,817,092 1,216,673
 Transfer of Funds to Charter Schools 10-000-100-56X 46,894 46,894 31,163
        OPERATING BUDGET GRAND TOTAL 74,854,571 78,005,882 76,930,156

SPECIAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
  Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 107,472
Preschool Education Aid::
  Instruction 20-211-100-XXX 61,972 49,500 49,500
        TOTAL PRESCHOOL EDUCATION AID 61,972 49,500 49,500
Other State Projects:
  Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 69,418 55,000 55,000
  Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 89,773 175,000 175,000
  Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 259,678 100,000 100,000
  Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 83,299 65,000 65,000
           Total State Projects 564,140 444,500 444,500
Federal Projects:
  Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 106,669 75,500 75,500
  I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 1,824,546 1,032,504 1,000,000
  Other Special Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 111,780
        Total Federal Projects 2,042,995 1,108,004 1,075,500
        TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS 2,714,607 1,552,504 1,520,000

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
  Repayment of Debt - Regular 40-701-510-XXX 2,733,885 2,343,994 1,806,964
        TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT 2,733,885 2,343,994 1,806,964
        Total Expenditures 80,303,063 81,902,380 80,257,120

DEDUCT EXPENDITURES INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
   Local Contrib-Transfer to Grants & Entitlements 11-1XX-100-930
  Capital Reserve - Transfer to Repayment of Debt 12-000-400-933
   Transfer Property Sale Proceeds to Debt Svc Res 11-000-520-934
      TOTAL EXPENDITURES NET OF TRANSFERS 80,303,063 81,902,380 80,257,120

UNION  -  SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

AUDITED AUDITED ESTIMATED ESTIMATED
BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE

BUDGET CATEGORY 6/30/2009 6/30/2010 6/30/2011 6/30/2012

Unassigned:
  General Operating Budget 2,103,749 2,419,180 1,859,180 1,454,142
  Repayment of Debt 139 110,248 0 0

Restricted for Specific Purposes:
  General Operating Budget:
    Capital Reserve 46,485 46,591 146,591 146,591
    Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
    Maintenance Reserve 200,000 400,700 600,700 600,700
    Legal Reserve 0 344,962 344,962 0
    Tuition Reserve 0 0 0 0
    Current Expense Emergency Reserve 0 0 0 0
    Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION  -  SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2010-11 2010-11 2011-12
2008-09 2009-10 ORIGINAL REVISED PROPOSED
ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET

Per Pupil Cost Calculations: (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
  Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost 11,669 11,812 11,895 12,058 11,941
  Total Classroom Instruction 6,865 7,141 7,107 7,078 7,152
  Classroom-Salaries and Benefits 6,591 6,893 6,813 6,766 6,866
  Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks 187 171 191 205 181
  Classroom-Purchased Services and Other 87 77 102 107 106
  Total Support Services 1,924 1,755 1,683 1,697 1,649
  Support Services-Salaries and Benefits 1,713 1,577 1,513 1,522 1,478
  Total Administrative Costs 1,105 1,138 1,129 1,188 1,150
  Administration-Salaries and Benefits 958 985 972 963 956
  Legal Costs 0 13 18 19 18
  Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant 1,455 1,453 1,673 1,788 1,696
  Operations & Maintenance of Plant-Salary & Ben. 931 938 1,096 1,139 1,154
  Total Food Services Costs 0 0 0 0 0
  Total Extracurricular Costs 290 293 284 287 271
  Total Equipment Costs 9 60 5 132 7
  Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries 28.9 30.7 31.5 32.2 33.8

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2011 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education’s Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations
were performed using the 2010-11 revised appropriations and 2011-12 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget.
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

UNION - SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD REG

ANNUAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the

district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, budget only the local share of the project and enter
an X in column 4. Do not include equipment. Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to Capital Projects fund (8326 and 8335).
If the project is a request to exceed and existing referendum (Under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-4.4(a)3), enter an ‘X’ in column 5 and enter the
funding source for the request in column 6. Complete a detailed budget for each project.

Request to
Project Dollar Eligible Exceed Funding Source

Description/Activity Number Amount for Grant Referendum for Request
Professional Services 75,000
Computer Lease 677,000
Assessment for Debt Service 78,173
Technology Upgrades 150,000
Modular Classrooms 200,000
        Total Amount: 1,180,173

1 T - 3/17/11, The Times Fee: $585.48

SCHOOL OF ROCK…Students at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield
recently enjoyed Rock Roots’ lively performance of “A History of American Pop
Music,” a special assembly sponsored by the Franklin PTO Cultural Arts
Committee. Pictured, left to right, are: Julia Sackett, Erica Lawrence, Christo-
pher Moran and Michael Gallego-Carvajal.

Mother Seton’s Science
Teams Score Big

CLARK – After two district com-
petitions of the New Jersey Science
League, the teams representing
Mother Seton Regional High School
took first- and second-place honors.
Mother Seton’s Physics, Chem I and
Chem II teams captured first place
and the Biology team currently is in
second place.

High scorers for the Physics team
are: Victoria Albright, Bloomfield,
and Patricia Guiao, North Plainfield.
Chem I high scorers are: Zina
Sockwell, Newark, and Jessica
Leszczyk, Fords, and Chem II high
scorers are: Maria Chua, Edison, and
Emily Lubas, Linden. The Biology
team high scorers are: Christelle
Chua, Edison, and Erin Alexander,
Linden.

The Physics team is coached by
Katherine Sullivan, the Chem teams
are coached by Vicky Walker and the
Biology team is coached by Doris
Vaiana. All three are members of the
science department at Mother Seton.

Dillon Smith Earns
Dean’s List Status

 SOUTH ORANGE – Dillon
Smith of Westfield, a finance major,
was named to the Dean’s List as a
Stillman School of Business student
at Seton Hall University for the fall
2010 semester.

www.goleader.com

Presentation to Focus
On Kindergartners

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district
will offer an opportunity for par-
ents/guardians of incoming kin-
dergarten students to attend a dis-
trict-wide informational meeting.

Early childhood educator Holly
Seplocha will give a presentation
entitled “Kindergarten: Support-
ing Young Learners.” Dr. Seplocha,
an Early Childhood Professor at
William Paterson University, has
extensive experience working with
teachers and parents.

The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 29, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Multi-Purpose Room at
McGinn School, located at 1100
Roosevelt  Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Traffic Safety Meeting
Is Rescheduled

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
March 23, at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield
High School auditorium, residents of
Westfield are invited to attend an
information-gathering meeting on
traffic and parking issues that affect
the streets near Westfield High School
and Edison Intermediate School.

A traffic safety consultant com-
missioned by the town council will
hear from residents regarding their
concerns and recommendations.
Board of Education President Julia
Walker and JoAnn Neylan, the
Westfield Town Council’s commit-
tee chairwoman on Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking, as well
as other representatives from the
school district and town, will be in
attendance.

Villanova Announces
Dean’s List Students
VILLANOVA, PA. – The following

local residents are on the Dean’s List
in the School of Business for the 2010
fall semester at Villanova University:
Massimo Arpino, Mountainside; Rob-
ert McHale, Berkeley Heights; Julie
Shelman, Westfield; Derek Glynn,
Berkeley Heights; Laura Roberts,
Cranford; Michelle Ball, Westfield,
and Aileen Grogan, Westfield. To
qualify, one must be a matriculated
full-time student and earn a semester
grade point average of 3.5, with no
missing or non-passing grades.
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PETERSON LED IN RBS, SCORING; KLOTZ 1ST ASSTS

Lady Raider Cagers Qualified
For Sectionals, Finished 15-12

R. HESS LED IN SCORING, GREENSPAN IN REBOUNDS

Blue Devil B’ball Boys Made
States, Won Rahway Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Won/loss record in non-conference
games showed just how tough of a
conference the Westfield High School
boys basketball team had to compete
in year-in and year-out.

This season, the Blue Devil boys
finished with a 12-12 overall record
despite having to face top-20 teams
Linden and Plainfield twice and na-
tionally ranked St. Patrick’s twice,
along with Union twice. The Blue

Devils finished 9-4 in non-confer-
ence play. Additionally, over the past
11 years, the Blue Devils savored a
29-3 at home record with non-con-
ference teams and had an overall 70-
29 record.

The Blue Devils started their sea-
son on the right foot, winning the
John “Butch” Kowal Rahway Tour-
nament for the fourth time in six
years with a 49-36 victory over
Watchung Hills in the championship
game. In that game with the Warriors,
senior forward Ryan Hess banged a
crucial 3-pointer, which ignited a 13-
0 fourth-quarter, scoring run.

The Blue Devils also defeated
Elizabeth twice and managed to hold
Rahway and Roselle Catholic to un-
der 30 points in two of their victories.
In the North Jersey, Group 4, Section
2 playoffs, the Blue Devils dropped a
52-43 decision to the Piscataway
Chiefs, who had a 21-7 record at the
time.

Ryan Hess, who saw varsity action
all four of his years, led the team in
scoring with 331 points (13.8 points
per game [ppg]). He led the team in
free-throw percentage at 78 percent
(86-for-110) and field goal percent-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Aysia Peterson, a forward,
and guard Evie Klotz stayed injury
free all season, and it paid off as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team won two games
in the Union County Tournament,
qualified for the North Jersey, Group
3, Section 2 Tournament and finished
with a 15-12 record.

Peterson, who spent the second
half of last year on the injury list,
became one of the most effective
players in the county under the boards
this season and averaged 12.9 re-

bounds per game (349), a large por-
tion under the offensive boards.
Peterson, who had 39 assists, also led
the Raiders in scoring with 314 points
(11.6 points per game.), which in-
cluded a season-high 28 points.

Klotz was a two-fold danger to
opponents offensively. She had the
ability to find the open teammate,
either Peterson under the boards or
sophomore guard Taylor Sebolao on
the perimeter, which led to a team-
leading 2.3 assists per game (63). If
not guarded closely, she would bang
in the points from the outside to aver-
age nine points per game (240 points).

“Aysia and Evie will truly be
missed. They have shown persever-
ance and growth throughout the two
years that I had the privilege of coach-
ing them,” Raider Head Coach Jenni-
fer Ryan said.

Shortly after being stunned, 41-39,
by Westfield on Danielle Miller’s 3-
pointer with :04 on the clock, the
Raiders defeated Westfield, 37-21, in
the first round of the Union County
Tournament (UCT). Peterson ruled
the boards with 17 rebounds. Next,
the Raiders stopped Summit, 61-57,
to advance to the quarterfinals where

David B. Corbin (from previous files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PINCH ON A WARRIOR…Blue Devils Joe Greenspan, left, and Scott Toresco, No. 44, put the pinch on
Watchung Hills Warrior Brandon Spiller for possession of the ball at the John “Butch” Kowal title game in Rahway on
December 30. Westfield defeated Watchung Hills, 49-36, for the title.

WESTFIELD PAL FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING TRYOUTS

Calling all girls entering 5th – 8th grade in Fall 2011!!
Cheer at the Sunday home football games this Fall at Kehler Stadium!

Tryouts for open spots: Wednesday, March 30th 7pm at Edison cafeteria

Practices @ Surgent’s Wednesdays 7:30-9 (May 4-June 22)
Senior Squad Cheer Camp 6/27-7/1 ~3-7pm @ Surgents (7th/8th Grade)
Junior Squad Cheer Camp 7/11-7/15~ 3-7pm @ Surgents (5th/6th Grade)

Contact Michelle DiFilippo in advance @ mdifi@aol.com or 789-1282
for registration form with detailed information and applicable fees.

LANDEKA LED IN SCORING, BOARDS, STEALS, ASSTS

Lady Blue Devils Struggled
With Scoring, Finished 3-18

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Valiant efforts were given, but the
Westfield High School girls basket-
ball team’s biggest problem this year
was putting the ball in the net. That
shortcoming resulted in a 3-18 record.

“We had some difficult times. Our
girls always fought hard. They fought
on defense. Our biggest problem was
being able to score points,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said.

Despite the sparseness in wins, the
Blue Devils made their season when
senior guard Danielle Miller sank a
3-pointer from the left side with four
seconds remaining to stun a strong
Scotch Plains-Fanwood team, 41-39,
on January 29.

“The first time we played Scotch
Plains, I think they beat us by 18 at
their place. It was a big victory for
our girls. They went out and played
very hard. Whenever Westfield and
Scotch Plains play each other, the
kids know each other from soccer
and stuff, so it’s always going to be a
hard-fought game,” Coach Marino
said.

With reference to Miller’s 3-pointer
against the Raiders, it was a case of
lightning striking twice.

“It definitely was! The funny thing

is that’s the same spot her sister [Erin]
hit it from a couple of years ago
against Scotch Plains,” Coach Marino
pointed out. “We were hoping off of
that victory that we were going to be
able to keep rolling, keep it positive.”

Miller finished with 79 points, in-
cluding seven 3-pointers, and added
64 rebounds, 27 assists and 21 steals.

“Danielle would set the table. She
was not a selfish player. She always
looked to give the ball off to some-
one. When it came time for her to
make a basket under pressure, she
would make it happen,” Coach
Marino said.

Senior Martina Landeka led the
team in nearly every category. She
scored 184 points, including 15 3-
pointers, and sank 21-for-30 (70 per-
cent) from the free throw line. She
also had 101 rebounds, 22 steals and
35 assists.

“Martina, in the beginning, was a
little nervous. She started to come
along throughout the season. She
started to get her confidence. Before
the end of the season, she started
hitting some threes. Even though she
wasn’t a captain, she became a good
role model for the younger girls,”
Coach Marino said.

Senior forward Char Lorentzen

made her presence known under the
boards and pulled 92 rebounds and
led the team with 11 blocks, while
adding 19 assists, 15 steals and 52
points.

“Char gave us a rebounding advan-
tage inside, because she was a hard-
nosed kid. She was a good leader and
captain,” Coach Marino said.

Senior Krista Embrett also battled
hard under the net and finished with
75 rebounds, 14 steals and two blocks,
while contributing 39 points and six
assists.

“Krista’s strength was rebounding
and playing tenacious defense in-
side. She was a scrappy girl,” com-

MOVE-IN
SPECIALS!

MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from 

$1,450/month
2 BR/2 BA apartments from 

$1,775/month

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

 

The First Name in Fine Properties 

431 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ 07901 (908)277-1398 

 

SCOTCH PLAINS. $459,000.  Move-in ready  Colonial taste-
fully updated with newer air conditioning, newly renovated 
bath, sparkling hardwood floors, crown moldings, spacious 
living room, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, lower level 
family room with bath, covered porch, patio and fenced rear 
yard. Great cul-de-sac location near NYC buses and downtown 
Westfield. 3 beds, 2 baths. Web# 8254 Text LSR to 85377 

    

     
     

 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (January 29 game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECURING THE REBOUND…Raider forward Aysia Peterson makes sure that she keeps the ball far away from Blue Devil
Krista Embrett, No. 23. Peterson finished with seven rebounds, while Embrett finished with eight rebounds.
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Lady Raider Cagers Qualified
For Sectionals, Finished 15-12
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Christian Barber’s victory in the
152-pound state wrestling final came
around 4 p.m. on Sunday, March 6.
Within minutes a text message came
across my cell phone from Bruce
Moran (WHS, ’76) announcing the
historic feat. Not five minutes later
the cell phone rang and this time it
was Bill Jordan – father of Chris and
Paul, two of WHS’s all-time best wres-
tlers – making sure I’d heard the news.
He added that he’d just received a
phone call from fellow Hall of Fame
trustee Bill Monninger out in Utah
saying he’d watched the match online
and wanted to make sure Jordan knew.
He knew, of course, because his son
Paul was in Atlantic City watching
Barber live and had called.

(Meanwhile, uberwrestling fan and
faithful reader Jeff from Pittstown was
screaming at his computer because he
couldn’t make it work in time to watch
the Barber match online!)

Such was the power of the moment
when Barber capped a 41-1 senior
year with WHS’s first state champi-
onship since Chuck Cosenza knocked
off Madison Township’s Kevin Smith
in the 1976 state 148-pound final.

Cosenza was WHS’s 11th state
champion between 1960 and ’76. At
the time it was more a question of who
would be the next state champ, not if
there would ever be another one. Dave
Tinnesz (1977), John Iglar (1978), Phil
Gottlick (1980 and 1981), and Cory
Posey (1995) all reached the final, only
to come up short. Earlier WHS
runnersup included Dave Wight (1965),
Tim Gordeuk (1967), Kurt Stiefken
(1971), and Jerry Gottlick (1976).

Barber’s 41 wins broke the school
one-season record of 33 set by Chris
Jordan, and his 110 career wins is
second only to Posey’s 118. And the
senior didn’t back into the title, notch-
ing four wins over the state runner-up
and two over the third-place finisher.
He is in the mold of 1970 winner
Frank Jackson, or guys like Skip
Meiklejohn, Tom Jackson, Joe Bir-
mingham . . . not a pinning machine,
but a winning machine, or what some
would call “technicians.”

Barber’s final victory came 51 years
and one day after Dennis Powers be-
came the school’s first champion on
March 5, 1960. Powers, who went 18-
0 at 130 that year, lived on the edge
during the tournament. He nipped
Union’s Pat Catino, 2-1, in the district
final, then at states (there were no

regions in 1960) he topped Paulsboro’s
Bob Samuels on an overtime referee’s
decision, edged North Hunterdon’s
Marty McCormack, 1-0, in overtime,
and then beat Newton’s Rich Wilson,
3-2, in the final.

Barber, who allowed just seven
points in five matches in A.C., fol-
lowed a similar path, winning 3-1 in
overtime in the district final, and then
2-1, 4-3 in overtime and 3-2 in over-
time in his last three state matches.

“Christian put in the work and he
earned it,” coach Glen Kurz said. “This
is a great moment for Westfield wres-
tling and for Christian. Now I need to
schedule an appointment with a cardi-
ologist.”

HAVING A BALL
Loren Ball had some big shoes to

fill at the state Individual Swimming
Championships. The talented junior
had to replace senior Becky
DeLaFuente, one of the best female
swimmers in school history, on the
200 and 400 freestyle relays.

How’d that work out? Well, Ball
joined senior Meg Kaveney and fresh-
men Caroline Baldwin and Sarah
Cronin to swim a 1:38.25, and set a
school record! Her split was a lifetime
best 24.61. A little while later, Ball
had a lifetime best 54.63 to help
Baldwin, Cronin and sophomore Ellie
Reinhardt clock a 3:35.54, the third
fastest time in school history.

Jack Lorentzen capped a super se-
nior season with a 1:01.62 in the 100
breaststroke. That’s the sixth-fastest
time in school history, just .22 of a
second behind 1968 Olympian Dave
Perkowski (’65).

TIES THAT BIND
There was a contingent from the

Olde Town in the stands on Feb. 12
rooting for the Hotchkiss School of
Lakeville, Conn., when it took on St.
Anthony of Jersey City in the Prime-
Time Shootout at Kean University.

Among the onlookers were Kerry
McDevitt (WHS, ’81), his junior high
school coach and current Roosevelt
Intermediate School Principal Stew
Carey, and WHS Hall of Famer Boo
Bowers (’77). They were checking
the talented athletes involved in the
games, but they were also there to
support Charlie Frankenbach (’81),
an assistant coach at Hotchkiss.

St. Anthony won the game 74-63,
but only led by four points with four
minutes to go.

Frankenbach, who was the head

coach at Hotchkiss for 15 years before
stepping down and becoming the as-
sistant in 2006-2007, is the son of
Charles Frankenbach (’45), one of the
outstanding pitchers in WHS history
and also the center on the unbeaten
1944 football team. He later was the
center at Brown University, when its
quarterback was a guy named Joe
Paterno.

Young Charlie, along with Rick
Yawger, Jack Hall and co-captains
McDevitt and Eric Carter were the
starters on the 1981 WHS team that
went 14-10. That was the last WHS
boys basketball team to win two state
tournament games – beating Irvington
and Elizabeth before falling to New-
ark Shabazz. Amazingly, all three of
those games were at home.

“We were 10-3 at the cutoff,”
McDevitt said. “Then we hit the meat
of our schedule and we finished 14-
10. But all three of our state games
were at home that year.”

Frankenbach, Yawger and McDevitt
all averaged double figures, and Carter
was at 9.5.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Saturday, April 23, is the day the

varsity baseball field behind Edison
Intermediate School will be dedicated
to the late Bob Brewster, Sr. If you
weren’t touched in some positive way
by the man or his son, veteran WHS
baseball coach Bob Brewster Jr., then
you probably didn’t grow up in
Westfield. The ceremony will start at
10:30 a.m. prior to a game against
Union City.

SHOPRITE (C)UPDATE
Defending champion Westfield is

in third place in the ShopRite Cup
Group 4 competition after the fall
season. The Blue Devils scored 23
points, and trail Hunterdon Central
(30) and Livingston (24). WHS got
points this winter from the girls swim
team and the ice hockey team.

And of course this spring, WHS
will be looking for sectional titles (at
the least) in baseball, tennis, golf and
track, along with boys and girls la-
crosse. This 2010-2011 competition
could go down to the end of May.

IN PASSING
Talk about a tough couple of weeks

. . . Ollie Matson, the best NFL run-
ning back of the ‘50s and ‘60s who
wasn’t named Jim Brown; Duke
Snider, the great Brooklyn Dodger
slugger; actress Jane (Hubba Hubba)
Russell; Robert Culp, who teamed

with Bill Cosby on the “I Spy” TV
series in the ’60s, and former Plainfield
athletic director Ben Maggio.

And let’s not forget Suze Rotolo.
She was Bob Dylan’s girlfriend at the
time and is shown walking down a
Greenwich Village street with him on
the cover of his tremendous 1963 al-
bum “The Freewheelin’ Bob Dylan,”
which contained awesome songs like
Blowin’ in the Wind, Girl from the
North Country, Masters of War, A
Hard Rain’s a Gonna Fall, and Don’t
Think Twice It’s All Right.

DEN’S TOP FIVE
This week it’s the top five football

fields, ambiance-wise, that WHS
played on from 1960-2010. While
there were some great memories at
games at all the Union County fields,
none of them have that je ne sais quoi
of the following fields:

5. (tie) Caven Point, Jersey City.
When you can look out into the Upper
Newark Bay and see the Statue of
Liberty and Ellis Island, it’s kinda cool.

5. (tie) Singley Field, North
Hunterdon. Just a beautiful setting to
watch a game, down in a bowl, in the
middle of nowhere . . . and spicy
brown mustard for the hot dogs!

4. Woodman Field, Montclair. Not
so much for the field itself as much as
WHS’s unbelievable string of classic
games there, starting in 1969 and end-
ing in 1981: 24-0, 7-6, 15-20, 0-14,
35-0, 3-7, 14-6.

3. Kardinal Field, Kearny. The
games usually weren’t very close, but
the view of the New York skyline from
the home side is breathtaking. And a
decent refreshment stand, too.

2. Maloney Stadium, Phillipsburg.
This really is the top field in the state,
but WHS only played there one time.
Still, you can’t beat the food, the ven-
dors, the cars racing by on Route 22 .
. . and, most important, the fact that
only the football team ever uses the
football field.

1. The Nutley Oval. Memories of
just the 1973 game alone – a 0-0 tie
between the state’s Nos. 1 and 2 teams
– make this No. 1. Imagine 15,000
fans, some of them watching from the
rooftops across North Franklin Street.
WHS’s late goal-line stand, the last-
minute drive and field goal try, the
bodies falling from the hard hits. Is
this game available on DVD some-
where? From 1969-1971-1973-1975,
points were at a premium when WHS
played at the Oval – 7-6, 7-0, 0-0, 9-0
– as WHS went 3-0-1 and outscored
the Maroons by a grand total of 23-6!

(Next time: the five best movies of
1939, Hollywood’s greatest year ever.)

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

Shrimpfest

Only $14.99

Join us for

Salad Bar Lunch Combo

Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake 
Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined with any 
other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 
cent.  Redeemable for one Salad Bar Lunch Combo for 
$7.99.

AVAILABLE EVERYDAY 11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

Your food purchase of $20 or more
Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined 
with any other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 cent.  Maximum value $5.00.  
Only one coupon per two dinner entrees.

Through April 10

Salad Bar Lunch Combo

Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake 
Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined with any 
other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 
cent.  Redeemable for one Salad Bar Lunch Combo for 
$7.99.

AVAILABLE EVERYDAY 11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

Your food purchase of $20 or more
Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined 
with any other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 cent.  Maximum value $5.00.  
Only one coupon per two dinner entrees.

they lost to top-seeded Roselle Catho-
lic, the eventual UCT champions.
Peterson had 26 points and 22 re-
bounds in the victory over the
Hilltoppers, and Klotz sank 18 points.

In their first sectional game, the
Raiders humbled Newark West Side,
61-57. Klotz bucketed 16 points, and
Peterson scored 14 points and grabbed
18 rebounds, while Sebolao sank 14
points, including four 3-pointers.

Of the returning Raiders, Sebolao,
was the most dangerous from the
perimeter, averaging 30 percent from
3-point range. She averaged 9.8 points
per game for a 255 total and 3.8
rebounds per game for a total of 100.

Senior guard Rebecca Kreyer
played strong defense, and sopho-
more forward Renee Oliver was an
added presence under the boards.
Sophomore Tara Sweeney demon-
strated her scoring ability when she
had back-to-back double-digit scor-
ing games against Roselle and Sum-

mit, respectively.
The Raiders enjoyed the luxury of

three talented freshmen, Katie Harper,
Alyssa Riporti and Madison Maisel.
Harper, a guard, became quite a hands-
on player. Nearly every time she got
on the court, she managed to get her
hands on the ball when playing de-
fense. Offensively, when she brought
the ball down court, she liked to drive
to the basket either to draw fouls or to
pass off to an open teammate for an
easy basket. Forward Riporti and
Maisel, a guard, added strong defen-
sive skills.

“I’m happy for our success this year.
I am hoping that our young team will
take the experience they have gotten
and work even harder next year. Once
again next year, we will only have one
senior, so we are hoping to have an-
other successful year with a team that
will be returning a lot of players. I’m
looking forward to the Lady Raiders’
future,” Coach Ryan said.

History-Making Barber
Survived Close Shaves

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Courtesy of Jim O’Connor (www.njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOCAL FLAVOR IN BIG EAST…Ashton Gibbs of Scotch Plains, playing for the
University of Pittsburgh, dribbles down court in a Big East game against ninth-
seeded UConn. The Huskies burned the top-seeded Panthers at the buzzer.
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Lady Blue Devils Struggled, Finished Year 3-18
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

mented Coach Marino.
Due to an off-season knee injury

playing soccer, the absence of senior
Katie Ponce, who had been playing
since her freshman season, really hurt
the Blue Devils’ chances of a suc-
cessful season.

“It’s a fact. She would have helped
the team. She started for us as a fresh-
man. She had the experience under-
neath her belt,” Coach Marino said.

Junior Sophia DeVita was second
in scoring with 90 points. She had 22
assists, and defensively she had 17
steals and 39 rebounds.

“She plays a wing. She’s going to
help us next year. She played good
defense, and she’s a girl, whom we
are going to be counting on more
often to shoot,” Coach Marino said.

Juniors Amanda Marcotullio con-
tributed 37 points, nine assists, 10
steals and 24 rebounds, and Jenna

Perotta saw limited action but con-
tributed 10 points, four assists and a
pair of steals.

“She and Jenna Perotta backed up
Miller. They did a nice job coming off
the bench, and they did what was
expected of them,” said Coach
Marino.

Junior forward Ellie Callinan was
used more as the year progressed and
finished with 75 points, 49 rebounds,
11 steals and 10 assists.

“Ellie can play the forward posi-
tion, as well as the center position.
We are looking at her to give us some
advantage inside in rebounding and
shooting from the short corner,” Coach
Marino said.

Although playing sparingly, junior
center Carolyn Maguire bucketed 35
points and added 45 rebounds, six
blocks and seven steals.

“Carolyn is a nice shooter as a

center. She can hit jumpers as well,”
commented Coach Marino.

Junior guard Tess Lukwiak “played
behind Martina at the two spot. She
didn’t get much time, but when she
came in, she did what was expected
of her,” Coach Marino noted.

Freshmen Colleen Gallagher and
Kelly Culnan also got some varsity
action near the end of the season.

“We wanted to put them in to get
some playing time. We are hoping to
get some good things out of them in
the future,” Coach Marino said.

 With such a number of returning
varsity players, a JV team that made it
to the Union County semifinals and
freshman team that had a fine season,
Coach Marino commented, “It’s go-
ing to be competitive next year to
make varsity. The girls know we are
going to have to work extra hard in the
off-season and work hard on our skills.”

Blue Devil B’ball Boys Qualified for Sectionals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

age at 53 percent. He also had 68
rebounds and tied senior forward Joe
Greenspan with 24 steals.

“Scoring! He was in the mid 20s
the last five games. He really came on
at the end of the season,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Kevin Everly said.

Hess was also very effective defen-
sively.

“He was a defensive stopper when
we needed a guy to stop someone, he
was the go-to guy,” Coach Everly
added.

Greenspan, who did not play bas-
ketball last year, was an absolute
“grabbing” machine. He led the team
with 314 rebounds, while scoring 197
points and dishing out 47 assists (sec-
ond on the team).

“He was a great surprise. He
stopped playing after his freshman
year. He was one of the best
rebounders I have ever had. He kept
us in games and allowed us to win a
lot of games. He wasn’t afraid to get
hit in the face. He was on a mission,”
Coach Everly said.

Senior guard Tim Younger was
stingy with his ball handling and led
the team with 54 assists. While aver-
aging 6.6 percent ppg, he was second
in field goal percentage at 50 percent.

“He was awesome! He was like a
warrior. He fights and claws and battles.

His turnover and assists ratio was great.
He had more assists than turnovers.
He got the ball into the guys who could
score,” Coach Everly said.

Senior forward Mark Androconis
focused primarily on defense.

“He played great team defense. He
is smart, and he was always at the
right place at the right time. He was a
good distributor from the post,” Coach
Everly said.

Sophomore guard Keegan Hess led
the team in 3-pointers with 25 for 42
percent and totaled 103 points.

“He was playing JV at the begin-
ning of the year. He really ascended
into varsity playing time. He was a
really good perimeter player and
worked extremely hard when in the
game,” Coach Everly said.

While in action, sophomore for-
ward Scott Toresco used his wide
frame to clear the area under the
boards and pulled down 34 defensive
and 22 offensive rebounds, while roll-
ing in 117 points.

“He has a great post presence. He is
a gym rat. He plays all the time. He is
strong, solid and knows how to play
inside,” Coach Everly pointed out.
“At the Piscataway state game, he
helped us stay in the game with
double-digit scoring.”

Senior guard Andrew Garfinkel

received plenty of playing time and
while in the game, “He handled the
ball well against pressure. He made a
lot of big 3s for us and a lot of steals,”
Coach Everly said.

Prior to the state game with
Piscataway, the Blue Devils wound
down their season in style with victo-
ries over 18-5 North Brunswick and
14-11 Dickinson.

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTACKING THE NET…Westfield Blue Devil co-captain Nick Attanasio closes in on Randolph Rams goaltender Danny
Fullham during the NJ Public A semifinal game played on March 8 at Codey Arena in West Orange. Randolph won, 10-0,
and went on to win the state championship on March 13 with a 1-0 victory over Montgomery. The loss ended an outstanding
season for the Blue Devils who compiled a record of 19-5-2.

Kids Fishing Derby Set
For Echo Lake Park
The Newark Bait and Fly Casting

Club will be hosting its 31st Annual
Kids Fishing Derby at Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside from April 16
through May 7. Participants must reg-
ister on Saturday, April 16.

The Newark Bait and Fly Casting
Club has been presenting programs
for children for almost 100 years.
Members are also certified as instruc-
tors in the Hooked on Fishing – Not
on Drugs program. Prizes will be
awarded to the winners of various
contests. Bait will be supplied and
fishing rods will be available for the
children.

Individuals as well as youth groups
are welcome to attend this event. Please
call Frank Stack, president, at (908)
245- 9070 for further information.

Westfield H.S. Boys Lacrosse Sets Fundraising Event
The Westfield High School boys varsity lacrosse team will be holding a fundraising clinic at Gary Kehler Stadium

on Sunday, March 27, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. (Rain date is Sunday, April 17). The clinic will focus on boys from second
grade through eighth grade.

Boys will be able to train with the varsity players, improve lacrosse skills and work with the varsity coaches.
All players must bring full pads, helmet, mouth guard and water bottle. The registration fee is $30 (nonrefund-
able).

For more information, go to www.westfieldlacrosse.com (Please check the website for any changes due to
inclement weather after noon on the day of the clinic).

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent, Westfield Office 2006-2010
#1 Listing Agent, Westfield Office 2004-2010

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

1332 Outlook Drive, Mountainside $790,000
Spacious 4 bedrm., 2.2 bath expanded ranch situated on over 1/3 acre property w/beautiful winter views of NYC Skyline. 1st flr. boasts large
FLR w/fplc., FDR, EIK w/island opening to sun rm., MB Suite w/full bath and sitting room. 2nd floor retreat featuring large bedroom and full
bath. Expansive basemt. inclds. family  rm. w/fplc., recreation rm., hobby rm., workshop, & utility rm.

720 Stevens Avenue, Westfield $899,900
Classic, NEW open front porch 5 Bedroom, 3 ½ bath Center Hall Mahoney Colonial to be built featuring Living Room, Formal Dining Room,
Eat-in-Kitchen with island open to Family room with fireplace. Master Bedroom Suite; 3rd floor retreat & basement with rec. room & full bath.

428 Summit Avenue, Westfield $929,000
This gorgeous, 5 BR, 4 1/2 bath Victorian Colonial is meticulously restored & renovated thru-out to include 4 levels of living. Grand entry foyer,
LR w/window seat & fplc., FDR, gourmet center island kitchen open to FR; MBR w/fplc & private bath & door to 2nd flr. balcony;  3rd flr.
retreat w/2BR’s & full bath; beautifully finished LL w/rec. room w/media center, office, exercise rm., laundry & full bath. Landscaped grounds
w/paver patio & 2 car det. Garage. Conveniently located close to train & downtown.

865 Shackamaxon Dr, Westfield $935,000
Spacious 4 Bedroom 3.2 baths Colonial nestled on a large lot featuring a FLR w/fplc; FDR; newer EIK opens to Fam Rm w/cathedral ceiling,
skylights and custom built-in’s. Second floor boasts 4 bedrooms incld MBR Suite w/cathedral ceiling, private bath and walk-in closets &
additional Bedroom Suite w/private bath. Recreation & Powder Room in the bsmt.

750 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield     $1,299,900
This Classic 4 BR, 2.2 bath CH Colonial offers a spacious & light-filled floor plan.  The first floor offers FDR,  Elegant LR w/fplc, Fam Rm w/
vaulted ceiling & 3 walls of windows;  Study/Office, Kitchen w/breakfast bar; and powder room.  Upstairs, MB  w/2 walk-in closets + a
private bath with whirlpool tub & tiled shower; 3 bedrooms + additional full bath & convenient 2nd floor laundry.  LL offers 2 finished rec
rms and  powder room.  Situated on just under ½ acre of property on one of Westfield’s most notable streets with 2 car attached garage and
wonderful paver patio.

David B. Corbin (January 29 game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING DOWN WITH THE REBOUND…Blue Devil Char Lorentzen, No. 20, grabs a rebound, before Raider Renee
Oliver, No. 25, can get to it. The Blue Devils stunned the Raiders, 41-39, in Westfield on January 29
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Westfield, NJ • For Sale by Owner

5BR, 3 1/2 Bath Stately Colonial • $899,000

Stunning landscape on .78 acres, totally updated and renovated 5
bedroom colonial, 1st floor master bedroom suite with over 750 s.f.
of luxury, master bath w/jacuzzi tub, gas fireplace, 2 walk-in closets,
home office overlooking wooded backyard, gourmet eat-in kitchen,
granite countertops, stainless steel Bosch appliances, wine bar &
54 bottle wine cooler, 1st floor laundry/mudroom, full finished base-
ment, backyard 2-level hardwood deck w/outdoor jacuzzi, new 2-
zone heat-A/C, intercom/security system, 2-car attached garage,
blocks to award winning downtown & schools, NYC trains. Many
more extras, too numerous to mention.

Please contact us for private viewing

at 908-451-8366

FOR SALE OR LEASE
2285 South Avenue West, Scotch Plains

Ideal for Owner Occupant

Total SF: 9,571(will subdivide)
Available SF: 5,218

Ideal for Medical Practice

Sale Price: $2,100,000
Lease Price: $18 psf net

Parking for 60+ Cars

Please call Neal Heinze @ 908.232.5444

or visit us @ www.westfield-commercial.com

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mountainside…Totally renovated 9 Room, 4 Bedroom, 3 ½ Bath home at the end of a Wychwood  cul-de-sac. The dazzling interior offers distinguished colonial
features: deep moldings, chair rails, multi-paned windows, hardwood floors. Designer kitchen and baths, conservatory/den with cathedral ceiling & walls of windows,
Living room with walk-in bay w/arch topped window & fireplace, Dining room w/sliders to deck & private yard. Master bedroom suite w/custom walk-in closet &
deluxe bath. Additional 2 bedroom, junior bedroom suite and full bath. Grade level family room, laundry & powder room. Rec Room in basement w/abundant storage.
Beautiful deck, sunburst pavestone patio and secluded yard. 3 ZN HT/CAC, oversized 2 car garage, low taxes.      $850,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 20th  1-4PM • 22 Rodman Lane
Frank Isoldi Is No. 1 Agent
At Coldwell Banker WF E.

Tough Market No Match for Top
Agent’s Experience-Marketing Skills
WESTFIELD – Sales Associate

Frank D. Isoldi has been named the
number one agent at Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage, Westfield East
office for 2010. A perennial top pro-
ducer, Mr. Isoldi has been honored as
Associate of the Year for six consecu-
tive years, signifying his tremendous
experience and
exceptional mar-
keting abilities
that continue to
produce top results
for his clients, es-
pecially in chal-
lenging markets.

Mr. Isoldi’s su-
perior sales
achievements also
ranked him num-
ber four of 3,700
agents in the en-
tire Coldwell
Banker Residen-
tial Brokerage
Company in New
Jersey and
Rockland County,
N.Y. His stellar
sales and service also earned him
membership in the Coldwell Banker
President’s Council, the company’s
highest honor.

His local excellence also was rec-
ognized internationally, earning him
membership in the Coldwell Banker
International President’s Premier, rep-
resenting the top half percentile of
more than 94,000 Coldwell Banker
agents worldwide.

Mr. Isoldi also was recognized as
the number one Sales Associate in
Listings Sold in his office for 2010,
an accomplishment he has achieved
for the past consecutive seven years.

“Frank is an extraordinary sales
professional who takes the initiative
to stay knowledgeable about every
facet of the home buying and selling
process. He knows how to market,
stage and get a home sold. He is
focused on obtaining the best market
value for his clients, undistracted by
what’s being said about values in the
market.”— Michael Scott, Branch
Vice President.

The New Jersey Association of
REALTORS® also recently honored
Mr. Isoldi with its Circle of Excel-

lence Sales Award® at the Platinum
Level for 2010, the highest level of
achievement recognized by NJAR®.
This is the eighth consecutive year
that he has achieved this level of sales
excellence.

A lifelong Westfield resident who
is active in his community, Mr. Isoldi

serves on the board
of trustees with the
United Fund of
Westfield and as a
member of
UNICO, a non-
profit organization
committed to pro-
viding a better
quality of life for
those in need on a
community and
national level.

For information
about buying or
selling a home in
the greater Union
County area, con-
tact Frank D. Isoldi
with Coldwell
Banker Residen-

tial Brokerage in Westfield at (908)
233-5555. The Westfield office is lo-
cated at 209 Central Avenue. You can
download Frank’s free mobile appli-
cation for access to home prices, maps
and photos by simply texting “Isoldi”
to “87778” from your phone, and
view listings at
www.frankdisoldi.com.

Coldwell Banker Residential Bro-
kerage in New Jersey and Rockland
County, N.Y.
(www.coldwellbankermoves.com), a
leading residential real estate broker-
age company, operates more than 55
offices with more than 3,700 sales
associates serving all communities
from Rockland County, N.Y. to
Monmouth County, N.J. Coldwell
Banker Residential Brokerage in New
Jersey and Rockland County, N.Y.
(www.coldwellbankermoves.com) is
part of NRT LLC, the nation’s largest
residential real estate brokerage com-
pany. NRT LLC, a subsidiary of
Realogy Corporation, operates
Realogy’s company-owned real es-
tate brokerage offices.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Frank D. Isoldi

TUFARO FINISHED 34-8, THIRD IN UCT, SECOND IN DISTRICT 11; STEINFELD FINISHED 21-10, THIRD IN UCT

Raider Wrestlers Experienced Season of Multiple Injuries
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every coach’s primary concern,
regardless of the sport, is that his/her
team manages to remain injury free
and healthy. Unfortunately for this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team, that luxury
eluded the Raiders, who finished the
season with five to six of their varsity
competitors out of the lineup.

Should the injuries have occurred
early in the season, there would have
been the possibility that those varsity
wrestlers may have been able to get
healthy by the time the end of the
season tournaments began. But that
did not happen, and the Raiders, who
finished 7-16, were left with just a
handful of competitors by district
tournament time.

“At least five guys went down all
together. We started 6-2. After that,
we started getting high ankle sprains,
broken fingers, stomach ailments, a
little bit of skin funk, concussions,
just basic stuff. This is my 18th year
coaching high school, and I’ve never

had a team where we were injured so
much,” Raider Head Coach John
Scholz explained. “When we wrestled
Westfield, after that it was downhill.”

In that early winning streak, the
Raiders, although losing, wrestled
competitively against Boonton and
JP Stevens.

Two of the Raiders’ more talented
wrestlers, juniors Sean Cannon and
Luke Mineo, were victims of an ab-
breviated season. Cannon looked very
promising by placing second at 145
lbs. at the John Goles Tournament in
late December, and Mineo placed
third at 215 lbs.

Cannon got injured before the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
and had to settle for a 9-4 record.

“His four losses were quality losses.
He bounced up to wrestle [Christian]
Barber [Westfield – became state
champ at 152 lbs]. He wrestled [Eric]
Fajardo [Boonton – placed fourth in
the state at 140 lbs]. Sean doesn’t
back down. He will go after any-
body,” Coach Scholz said.

Mineo’s injury came later in the

season, so he did manage to harvest a
19-9 record, but could not compete in
the districts.

“Here he is second year really wres-
tling. Last year, I had him wrestle like
one varsity match. I wanted him to
work himself into the lineup where
he felt more comfortable,” Coach
Scholz explained.

Senior Danny Cardoza, who went
3-3 at 119 lbs., was ready to wrestle
at 112 lbs. but suffered a stomach
virus. Freshman Mike Lettieri went
6-6 at 119 and 125 lbs., but also had
problems staying healthy.

“For a freshman [Lettieri], not bad!
I think he would have been more
special if he wrestled more at 119,”
Coach Scholz commented.

Sophomore heavyweight Anthony
Tufaro remained healthy throughout
the season and accumulated some
solid credentials for next year. He
placed third at the John Goles Tour-
nament then went on to place third in
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
and second in the District 11 Tourna-
ment to finish with a 34-8 record.

FSPY Men’s 30+ Cagers Vie
For Positions in Playoffs

The third-place Hurricanes beat the
fourth place Slam as the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s 30+ Bas-
ketball League geared up for the play-
offs. Hurricane Troy Sims had a huge
double-double, racking up 21 re-
bounds, a new league record and scor-
ing 15 points. The ‘Canes improved
to 4-5, retaining third place in the
league. The Slammers fell to 2-7,
one-half game behind the Grizzlies,
in fifth place.

The first place Heat melted the
second-place Bulldogs and served
notice that they are the team to beat in
the playoffs. Jamal Berry had a first-
half scoring fest, pouring in 21 points,
tying the Bulldogs’ first-half team
output. Berry’s efforts are believed to
be a league record. The Heat im-
proved to 8-1 and solidified their grip
on first place. The Bulldogs slipped
to 6-3, but hold a solid second-place
position over the Hurricanes.

The FSPY 30+ Men’s Basketball
League held the first two rounds of its
first annual Frees and Threes Compe-
tition, pitting league sharpshooters
against one-another in free throw
shooting and 3-point competitions.
The slam-dunk competition was

called off when only one player en-
tered and it was determined that the
baskets could not be lowered for the
rest of the league members.

In the threes competition, Ian
Brown and Jason Shann set the pace
with nine 3-pointers scored in 60 sec-
onds. In the frees competition, Jason
Holley and Steve Lee took the early
lead shooting 90 percent from the
line.

The frees and threes competition
will continue during the rest of the
regular season and into the league’s
playoffs. For more information about
the league, please call the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” at (908) 889-8880.

LEAGUE SCHEDULE:
Sunday, March 20, at FSPY:

10 a.m. Slams vs Heat
11 a.m. Grizzlies vs Bulldogs
  4 p.m. Heat vs Grizzlies
  5 p.m. Bulldogs vs Hurricanes

Monday, March 21 (Terrill M.S.):
6:30 p.m. Hurricanes vs Heat
7:30 p.m. Grizzlies vs Slams

FSPY 30+ STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Heat 8 1
Bulldogs 6 3
Hurricanes 4 5
Grizzlies 2 6
Slam 2 7

“Anthony was 10-16 last year, and
no one knew who he was. This year,
everyone knows who he is. [In Re-
gion 3] everybody who went to states
were seniors. They are all gone. He’s
the top dog right now with a couple of
other kids. He is a tough character,
tough wrestler, his work ethic is amaz-
ing, and he is living, breathing, eating
wrestling,” Coach Scholz said.

Junior Mike Steinfeld won the
Goles Tournament at 140 lbs., placed
third in the UCT and third in the
district to finish 21-10, but he too was
hampered by injury.

“Mike was on fire for a while, then
he had a little hiccup, but he started
coming back on track again. Then
towards the end of the season, he

broke his finger. That’s what made it
difficult,” said Coach Scholz, who
added, “As a senior next year, Mike is
an amazing wrestler. His takedowns
are coming, and he is a good bottom
guy. I expect to see good things from
him next year.”

Senior Sebastian Rosen, with his
snaky style, wiggled his way to a 16-
10 record at 189 lbs.

“Sebastian was able to pull out
some stuff that no one else on the
team was able to do on the funky side.
Other kids, I would say, ‘don’t do it!’
Him, I say, ‘go ahead! It works for
you.’ It was great to have him,” Coach
Scholz said.

Junior Jon Devia, competing at 152
lbs., finished with a 5-16 record, while

junior Luke Vuono finished 9-15 at
160 lbs. Freshman Matt Ridge saw
action at 145 lbs. and finished with a
2-9 record.

Freshman Dom Natale, also pos-
sessing plenty of snaky moves, looked
very promising and finished 19-9 at
130 lbs.

“Just missing 20 wins, I knew what
we were getting, because in the sum-
mertime, he wrestled with us. ‘Snake’
is a great nickname for him. He is
snaky on top, bottom, wherever he can
on his feet, and he rides legs really
well,” Coach Scholz said. “He’s start-
ing to understand varsity wrestling.

Other varsity Raiders who sat out
the district tournament were juniors
Sid Nirmil (103 lbs.), Dion Natale
(135 lbs.) and Matt Harnett (125 lbs.),
freshman Sam McQuiod (171 lbs.)
and senior Nick Sebolao, who had an
11-7 record at 135 lbs.

Former Raider wrestler Sal Gano
and former Governor Livingston
Head Coach John Mineo have been
developing the middle school pro-
gram, so Coach Scholz is expecting
some good recruits next year.

“Hopefully, they will do some stuff
with us over the summer. They will
be ready and they can contribute in
the room,” he said.

WBA 5th Grade Boys
Basketball Playoff Results:

A successful Westfield Basketball
Association 5th grade boys’ basket-
ball season concluded on March 12
with the semifinals, finals and league
all-star game. In a reflection of the
league-wide parity, all of the games
were highly competitive.

The first semifinal saw Duke rally
from a fourth-quarter deficit to defeat
Notre Dame, 29-25. Jacob Dayon,
Charlie Billek, Alex Pinkowski and
Shea Elliot led the Blue Devils. In
defeat, Matt Barmakian, Jack
McCauley and Ryan Bebel led the
Irish.

Syracuse defeated Michigan State,
20-19, in the second semifinal on the
strength of a last-minute basket from
Danny Russo. The Orangemen also
received strong efforts from Lee
Beauchamp and Jordan Barham. Luke
Spellman, Thomas Gannaway and
Harrison Bailey led the Spartans in
the losing effort.

A tightly contested championship
game ended with Syracuse rallying to
defeat Duke, 21-19, to capture the
league title. Danny Russo again
played the role of hero by converting
a clutch basket inside the last minute
to seal the championship. The
Orangemen also received stellar con-
tributions from Payton Schlewitt, Lee
Beauchamp and Matt Dente. Jacob
Dayon and Nate Reyes led Duke.

The season concluded with a

friendly, yet competitive league-wide
all-star game, which saw many of the
league’s top players come together
for an enjoyable event. The strong
commitment of Commissioner Nick
Rizzi and all of the coaches made it
possible for a successful season.

David B. Corbin (Union County Tournament files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLAMPING A COUGAR IN A PETERSON…Raider Mike Steinfeld, top, catches Cranford Cougar Eric Knight in a
Peterson roll. Steinfeld placed third at 140-lbs during the Union County Tournament in Union on January 24.
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McCOY LED IN POINTS, REBOUNDS; MILLER THEFTS

Lady Cougars Finished 22-6,
Advanced to Sectional Finals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year after winning its first
sectional title since 1973, the Cranford
High School Lady Cougars basket-
ball team nearly repeated itself by
reaching the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 finals, falling short to West
Morris, 53-42.

Last year’s Lady Cougars defeated
the Somerville Pioneers, 46-34, for
the title and finished their season with
a 21-8 record. This season, the Lady
Cougars improved upon that record
and finished 22-6. Even better, all of
their starters will return next year.

Sophomore guard Jess McCoy had
an uncanny knack of getting under-
neath the basket at the right time and
led the Cougars in scoring with 322
points and in rebounds with 201.
McCoy hit 38-for-56 (67.9 percent)
from the free-throw line. She worked
in near-perfect coordination with jun-
ior forward Morgan Miller and dished
out 68 assists, while creating 68 steals
and making 51 blocks.

“Jess was a true scoring and hustle
leader for us on the floor. If there was
a loose ball, Jess was on the floor after
it. In tough game situations, I was
confident with the ball in her hands.
As only a sophomore, she played with
more experience and confidence then
most veteran players,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Miller sparked fear in the eyes of
opponents when she hovered around
the perimeter. She bucketed 300
points and nailed a team-leading 37
3-pointers. She was 37-for-54 (68.5
percent) from the charity line. If she
was covered too tightly, she would
simply pass off to an open teammate,
predominantly McCoy or sophomore

guard Jenna Goeller. That vision
earned her 86 assists.

Miller pulled 145 rebounds (sec-
ond on the team), but she really could
be described as a “hands-on” player,
because she led the team in thefts
with 77 steals and in blocks with 69.

“Like Jess, Morgan was a big scorer.
She caused a major threat for any
opponent, because she was such a
versatile scorer from 3-point [range],
inside the arch, driving to the basket
or posting up. She was the oldest
person, most times, on the floor and
was a great leader to the younger
girls. Her confidence and winning

attitude rubbed off on the entire team,”
Coach Dyer said.

Goeller’s vision was better than
20-20 also. She dished out a team-
leading 107 assists, while adding 38
steals and five blocks. Goeller, who
had 65 rebounds, also had a good eye
from 3-point range, sinking 13 and
finishing with 129 points. She hit 38
of 65 free throws for 58.5 percent.

“Jenna was by far our best de-
fender. She had the challenge each
game to shut down our opponent’s
best player, and she did a phenom-
enal job of doing it. When she wasn’t

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.
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Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jayne.bernstein@gmail.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Search for homes
from your cell phone!

Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

6 Kirkview Circle, Westfield $1,170,000
Architecturally spectacular mid-century home recently refurbished with stunning upscale finishes. Highlights include sleek Veneta
Cucine custom kitchen overlooking central atrium; dramatic living room with 18-foot ceiling, sculptural fireplace and conversation pit;
separate family room and media room; master suite with multi-room dressing/bath area; four additional bedrooms including secluded
bed/bath suites on the second and ground levels. The exterior has been extensively landscaped and includes an in-ground pool. Enhanced
with a cul-de-sac location just around the corner from Tamaques Park, with tennis courts, ball fields, playgrounds, and biking lanes.

411 Prospect Street, Westfield $1,190,000
This Turn-of-the-Century 13 room, 6 BR, 4 full bath Victorian was extensively & beautifully renovated with an addition in 2005 and
features 3 wonderful levels of living space!  Eat-in Kitchen w/granite countertops opens to FR; LR w/fplc.; FDR; 1st floor Study + BR &
full bath.  MBR w/private bath.  Exercise & Great Room on 3rd floor.  Beautiful hdwd. flrs.; crown molding; 3 zoned HVAC; 2 car
detached garage.  Close to town & NYC transportation, this home offers the best of both worlds ... old house appeal with modern day
amenities. DIR: Dudley Ave. to Prospect St.

465 Topping Hill Road, Westfield $1,195,000
Step into this mid-century home located on a quiet street close to all town amenities with easy access to NYC offering  excellent floor plan
for entertaining, beautiful hdwd floors thru-out & outstanding sound system. State of the art kitchen with SS appliances against
beautiful wood cabinetry and granite countertops.  Access to the 3 car attached garage from the first floor is quite convenient. Additionally,
the conservatory w/floor to ceiling nine-light windows overlooks  professionally landscaped property. Sumptuous second floor MB Suite
with its walk in closet, sitting area, and marble spa bathroom.  The basement offers the utility, laundry and recreation rooms with an
entrance to the outside.  Located in the heart of the Wychwood community, this home is certain to please.

151 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,749,900
Wonderful house to be built on a private lane  filled with  amenities, surrounded by nature, serenity; yet convenient to shopping and
NYC transportation. This home will feature 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, large gourmet Kitchen and adjoining Family Room, formal Dining
Room with Butler's pantry Library/Conservatory, Master Bedroom suite, 2 fireplaces,  3-car garage on a glorious 1.1 acre lot. Plans
available for review and modifications are still able to be made!

153 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,749,900
BUILD YOUR DREAM ON 1.1 ACRES!  Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage announce a rare
opportunity to own a  new custom home in an incredible setting on a private lane. This 4000sqft house will feature 4 large bedrooms
including a Master Bedroom Suite with sitting room, 4.5 Baths, spacious well appointed Kitchen connecting to a Family Room designed
for entertaining, formal Dining Room with Butler's pantry, finished basement with Bath and a 2 car garage. Plans are available for review
at Listing office and modifications can still be made!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 20th • 1-4PM

COUNTY CYO CHAMPS: The Saint Helen’s 7th grade varsity Blue team, under
the leadership of Head Coach Dave Collum, celebrates after winning the Union
County League Championship on March 13. Saint Helen’s beat Saint John’s of
Clark. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Tommy Sabato, Jack Curry, Holden
Sabato, Callaghan Dwyer and Kyle Gabriel; second row, Chris Cerrachio,
Johnny Link, Connor Russell, Patrick McCormack, David Burns, Brendan
Collum and Leo Delaney; back row, Kevin Dougherty, Liam Heinbokel, Assistant
Coach Tom Delaney, Head Coach Dave Collum and Assistant Coach Greg
Sabato. Playing in tournament but missing from photo is Owen Brancatella.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin (February 3 edition) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINALLY FINDING SUCCESS INSIDE…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, with assists from teammate Morgan Miller, found
success getting to the basket in the fourth quarter against the ALJ Crusaders in Clark on January 28. See more on Cranford
Online Sports pages.  www.goleader.com – Click “Cranford Sports” at bottom.

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007, 2008 & 2010

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007, 2008 & 2010

Coldwell Banker 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Kimberley A. Haley 
908-301-2001 Direct 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD EAST

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

521 TOPPING HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD

Extensively renovated Center Hall Colonial in prestigious Wychwood neighborhood of Westfield 
offers stunning architecture and quality craftsmanship throughout its 4 bedrooms and 2.5 
bathrooms.  The charm of yesteryear is cleverly combined w/all of today’s amenities & 
conveniences offering a grand Entrance Foyer, gourmet Kitchen with center island, adjacent Family 
Room w/fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite w/luxurious bath, 2 fireplaces and second floor laundry.   
                                                                                                                          Offered for $1,350,000
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Westfield - East Office • 209 Central Avenue (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Extraordinary Professionals

HYE-YOUNG CHOI
Presidents Elite

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Presidents Circle

BARBARA CALLAHAN
Presidents Circle

SUSAN CHECCHIO
Presidents Circle

VIRGINIA GARCIA
Presidents Circle

ELLEN MURPHY
Presidents Circle

MARY MCENERNEY
Presidents Elite

MARYALICE RYAN
Presidents Elite

KIMBERLEY HALEY
Presidents Premier

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Presidents Premier

ANNE KELLY JUDITH KOEPPEL ELIZABETH KRONCKE ADAH LEVIN HARRIET LIFSON FATEN MAHRAN KATHLEEN MONAHAN BARBARA MULVEE DIANE PELLINO DONNA PERCH ARLEEN POST LOLA REED BARBARA SPIES SILVIA STARK DONALD THURSTON REGINA VIETRO BARBARA ZECKMAN

ELVIRA ARDREY JOHN ASLANIAN GINA SURIANO BARBER THOMAS BIANCO NANCY BREGMAN MICHAEL BUBAN TAMATHA COSTELLO DENNIS DEVINE BARBARA HOGAN DEVLIN TIMOTHY DINAN

JOHN DEMARCO
Sterling Society

WILLIAM TAYLOR
Sterling Society

JOHN WILEY
Sterling Society

LOUIS FARUOLO PATRICIA GLAYDURA KAY GRAGNANO CAROL GROSS LISETTE GUZMAN BERNADETTE HOUSTON IRENE KATZ

ANN ALLEN
Diamond Society

EILEEN BURLINSON
Diamond Society

SHARI HOLTZMAN
Diamond Society

JILL HOROWITZ ROME
Diamond Society

BETTYANN LYNCH
Diamond Society

FAITH MARICIC
Diamond Society

BARBARA MCDONOUGH
Diamond Society

JOHN PAPA
Diamond Society

GRACE RAPPA
Diamond Society

EILEEN PASSANANTI
Diamond Society

KATHRYN SHEA
Diamond Society

NAASA SHERBEINI
Diamond Society

STEPHANIE SMITH
Diamond Society

LISA STAFFORD
Diamond Society

Simply The Best

COLDWELL BANKER MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR CLUB

Mortgage Advisor:

Mike Stepek
(908) 361-4972 • michael.stepek@mortgagefamily.com
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Lady Cougars Finished 22-6,
Advanced to Sectional Finals

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

CLASSIFIEDS
setting our team up in our offenses,
she was a great 3-point shooter and as
well as a threat driving to the basket,”
Coach Dyer said.

Sophomore forward Kate
McGovern displayed her toughness
under the boards and grabbed 83 re-
bounds, while snatching 31 steals
and making 27 blocks. McGovern
also rolled in 113 points and hit 25 of
37 free throws for 67.6 percent.

“Kaitlyn was out biggest threat in
the paint. Her up-and-under moves
and short jump shots were very hard
to defend. She was also a great
rebounder for us,” Coach Dyer said.

Freshman guard Mairead McKeary
displayed more and more moxie on
the court as the season progressed
and finished with 114 points, 69 re-
bounds, 25 assists, 15 steals and three
blocks.

“Mairead was the spark we needed
on the floor. She never backed down
and gave 110 percent each day in
practice and especially in games.
Being a freshman you can sometimes
be intimidated by the more experi-
enced players, but that was not the
case for Mairead. She never backed
down, played hard and with confi-
dence. She brought hustle and energy
to every possession,” Coach Dyer
pointed out.

Senior Sara Gugliucci came off the
bench and proved to be deadly from
3-point range. She sank 12 3-pointers
and totaled 105 points, while adding
59 rebounds, 19 assists and 19 steals.

“Sara was the player who gave the
most heart when in the game. She
worked hard at shutting down our
opponents, as well as knocking down
the three [pointer] when we needed
it,” said Coach Dyer.

WF U14 Girls Rip S. Brunswick
In North Brunswick Tourney

HOOPS CHAMPIONS…The Westfield 8th grade girls basketball “A” team won
the North Brunswick U14 League Championships on March 13. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; Jacqueline Knapp and Megan Mondon; second row, Alex
Aronson, Carlie Mayer and Lillian Scott, back row, Coach Rosann Mondon,
Emily Schuman, Caroline Kacmarsky, Olivia Manning, Jamie Miller, Julia
Wanfried and Coach Russell Bowers. Not pictured: Kayleigh Denner, Carly
Knapp and Coach Rick Knapp.

The Westfield 8th grade “A” team
celebrated its first championship in
the North Brunswick Basketball
League. Emily Schuman scored six
of her 10 points in the second half and
Jacqueline Knapp added four of her
season-high 18 to spur Westfield to a
49-39 victory over an unbeaten South
Brunswick in the North Brunswick
U14 championship on March 13.

Westfield held South Brunswick to
just 18 points in the first half. Down
by 12, the Vikings made a run in the
early part of the second half, coming
within a point. Julia Wanfried con-

trolled the boards, pulling down
double figures in rebounds, and added
two points from the line.

Jamie Miller and Megan Mondon
each contributed seven points,
Caroline Kacmarsky had four points
and Alex Aronson added one point.
Strong defensive efforts from Olivia
Manning and Carlie Mayer and mul-
tiple assists from Lillian Scott led to
key scoring opportunities.

Westfield improved to 21-6 and
continued its season this week, play-
ing in the second round of the Garden
State Basketball League playoffs.

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Place 7th
In ‘Y’ Silver Championship
The Westfield Area Y’s Devilfish

combined swimmers placed seventh
overall in the YMCA Silver Champi-
onships in Glouchester, N.J. the week-
end of February 18-20. There were
31 teams with a total of 1,640 swim-
mers participating. The Devilfish boys
placed sixth overall and the girls
placed eighth overall.

The Devilfish had 256 swims with
23 swims having State qualifying
times, 76 swims were top-16 finishes,
34 swims were top-8 finishes, 19
swims were top-3 finishes and four
event winners were on the “Y” team.

Caitlin Carroll won the 1,000-
freestyle. Loren Ball won the 200-
freestyle, Aidan Donadio won the

100-backstroke and set the meet
record, and Nicandro Donadio won
the 500-freestyle and set the meet
record.

The Devilfish relays also had great
success. In the Boys 9/10 200-med-
ley relay, Luke Mizus, Dean
Puccuarelli, Tim McGann and Teddy
Diamantopoulas won the event. In
the Boys 13/14 200-free relay, Sean
Beattie, Thomas Pyle, Noah Stiles
and Aidan Donadio touched first.

For more information on the
Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish, please
call Brian Guidera, Director of Com-
petitive Aquatics at (908) 233-2700
extension no. 263 or e-mail
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

Freshman forward Carly Maucione
also got into the action and scored
107 points, while grabbing 59 re-
bounds and adding 10 assists, 10 steals
and 17 blocks.

“Carly was a great scorer and shot
blocker off the bench. When we
needed a little pick-me-up, Carly was
the one to do it for us,” commented
Coach Dyer.

Senior Brie Capece contributed 11
points, including three 3-pointers, and
added 10 rebounds, five assists, seven
steals and a blocked shot. Senior
Jackie Monteagudo had six points,
20 rebounds, four assists, two steals
and three blocks.

With the entire starting five and
several strong, bench players return-
ing, the Lady Cougars could be ex-
pected to be a major force in Union
County and sectional play.
12-17 Cranford 38, Oak Knoll 43
12-18 Cranford 48, Hudson Catholic 7
12-21 Cranford 36, New Prov 52
12-28 Cranford 45, Livingston 21
12-30 Cranford 34, West Orange 31
01-04 Cranford 39, Johnson 23
01-06 Cranford 33 Union Catholic 16
01-11 Cranford 40, Holmdel 39
01-14 Cranford 45, Linden 37
01-18 Cranford 46, Brearley 25
01-20 Cranford 21, GL 29
01-22 Cranford 53, Elizabeth 18
01-25 Cranford 52, Oak Knoll 48
01-28 Cranford 43, Johnson 31
01-31 Cranford 43, Union Catholic 38
02-01 Cranford 39, New Providence 43
02-03 Cranford 55, Hillside 44
02-04 Cranford 37, GL 29
02-08 Cranford 33, Elizabeth 16
02-12 Cranford 37, River Dell 34
02-15 Cranford 57, Hillside 33
02-18 Cranford 46, Scotch Plains 32
02-20 Cranford 42, Dayton 43
02-25 Cranford 53, Metuchen 37
03-01 Cranford 43, Mendham 31
03-03 Cranford 64, Millburn 34
03-05 Cranford 53, Chatham 49
03-07 Cranford 42, West Morris 53

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Be advised that the Historic Commis-
sion of the Town of Westfield will meet at
the Westfield Town Hall, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield at 7:30 P.M. for the pur-
pose of acting on items before the com-
mission on the following days from March,
2011 to February, 2012:

March 28, 2011
April  25, 2011
May 23, 2011
June 27, 2011
July 25, 2011

August 29, 2011
September 26, 2011

October 31, 2011
November 28, 2011
December 19, 2011
January 30, 2012
February 27, 2012

Eric Diddell
Chair

1 T - 3/17/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield…Wonderfully appointed luxury home with 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5 ½ baths situated in the Indian Forest area of Westfield. Noteworthy features include
3 fireplaces, barrel and tray ceilings, finished lower level for media enjoyment, sauna and full bath. The private master suite features a  foyer, oversized walk-in closet
and fireplaces in the bedroom and deluxe master bath. The state-of-the-art 20 ft. granite kitchens offers custom cabinetry by Brook Custom Cabinets, center island,
butler’s pantry w/wet bar, breakfast area and adjacent 2 story great room with fireplace and access to the mahogany deck and 2 double French doors into sunroom. In
addition, a library, attractive open staircase, 3 car garage, paved driveway, bluestone walkways and approximately 7,400 sq. ft. including lower level.      $1,999,000.

4 Bedroom Colonial on quiet, tree-lined street in desirable neighborhood. Eat in kitchen
with professional stainless gas stove/electric oven, granite counters, ceramic tile, new
cabinetry and bay window. Master bedroom with bathroom, bay window and walk in
closet with built ins. Large dining room with built in china cabinet and bay window.
Living room with mantled fireplace and built in bookshelves. Large family room. Three
full baths.  Central air 2nd floor. Two car garage with opener.  In ground sprinkler.  Rear
deck. New furnace and roof. Offered for Sale By Owner at $779,500.  Call 908-317-0277
or email: westfieldhouseforsale@hotmail.com for pictures. Shown by appointment.

 646 NORMAN PLACE, WESTFIELD

Open House: Sunday, March 20th • 1-5pm

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled a Special
Meeting for Wednesday, March 23, 2011.
The Township Council will during this
meeting enter into discussion of the fol-
lowing matters:

SCOTCH PLAINS—FANWOOD
SHARED SERVICES FORUM

FOLLOW-UP

The meetings will begin at 5:00 p.m. and
be held in the Second Floor Council Meet-
ing Room of Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ. A joint meet-
ing between Scotch Plains and Fanwood
will be scheduled for some time in April
2011 – a date has yet to be determined.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 3/17/11, The Times Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its March 14, 2011 meeting for the
following applications decided at its Feb-
ruary 14, 2011 meeting.

Jorge & Vera Ortiz, 208 Livingston
Street. Applicant sought approval to finish
a portion of the lower level of the home to
be used in conjunction with the first floor
apartment as habitable floor space con-
trary to Section 12.04E2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
habitable floor area of 42%. Proposed is
46.7%. Application denied precluded by
res judicata.

John & Colleen Gibbons, 940
Lawrence Avenue. Applicant sought ap-
proval to construct a garage with a pergola
contrary to Section 13.01G.1.b of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a 15
feet side yard setback for accessory struc-
tures greater than 500 square feet. Pro-
posed is a 5 feet setback. Application
approved with conditions.

Charles Pijanowski, 216 Sylvania
Place. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a second floor rear dormer and a 75
square feet deck contrary to Sections
11.07E7, 11.07E6 and 13.02C2 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires
a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet.
Proposed is 26.37 feet. Ordinance re-
quires a minimum side yard setback of 10
feet. Proposed is 9.43 feet. Ordinance
requires a minimum rear yard setback for
a deck of 25 feet. Proposed is + 21.67 feet.
Application approved with conditions.

Richard Benninger, 848 Mountain
Avenue, Block 1303, Lot 9, on the Tax
Map of the Town of Westfield, the prop-
erty is also known as 854 Mountain
Avenue, Block 19, Lot 4 on the Tax Map
of the Borough of Mountainside. Appli-
cant sought approval to utilize the existing
building as follows: (a) Second floor two
(2) residential Units; (b) Main floor office
suites; (c) Basement office suite. The use
of said building is not permitted in said RA-
2 Zone. The Applicant seeks variances
from Sections 11.15A to 11:15E of the
Land Use Ordinance. The Applicant fur-
ther seeks a variance from Section 12:04(c)
of the Land Use Ordinance. Wherein said
Ordinance does not allow office use in the
basement. The Applicant further seeks
variances from all bulk requirements un-
der Section 11:15A to 11:15E of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved with
conditions.

David Grantz & Eve Adelson, 612
Maple Street. Applicant sought approval
to construct a two story addition to the rear
of the house contrary to Section 11.09E14
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a one-car garage. Proposed is no
garage. Application approved with condi-
tions.

John Anastario, 131 Harrow Road.
Applicant sought approval to construct a
two story addition contrary to Section
11.08E7 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum rear yard set-
back of 35 feet. Proposed is 33 feet. Appli-
cation approved with conditions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 3/17/11, The Leader Fee: $66.81

FINANCIAL SECURITY-LEARN HOW

International marketing company
seeks motivated partners.
A business of your own; part-time.
Exclusive personal training
provided. Ask us how! Contact:
http://flecomte.nsedreams.com

ESTATE SALE

Westfield
Indoor/Out Estate Sale
Sat. Sun. March 12&13

Tons of Golf Equipment, Clubs,
Designer Clothes - Juicy,
Assessories, Beds, Dining
tables, rugs, dressers etc. etc.
(l 1/2 blocks off Central Ave) From
Central turn onto Pearl, Right on
Boyton, take 2nd left, one house,
left on to Welch. House on corner.

220 Welch Way, W

CAR & PLANE AUCTION

Wanted Buyers & Sellers, Wanted:
Cars, Motorcycles & Planes to be
sold at the “Wheels & Wings
Auction and Car Show” at NJ
Motorsports Park in conjunction
with the “Blue Angels Air Show”
More info: ibidmotorsauction.com

or (973)473 2400
Bill@ibidmotors.com

ANTIQUE FURNITURE

1900’S DINING ROOM SET
9 PCS $1500, TRI-BOND SET -
DRESSER W/ MIRROR & CHEST
DRAWER $600, 1 ORNATE
CHEST DRAWER SOUGHT BY
ANTIQUE DEALERS $500

(908) 486-2456  LV. MSG.
REASONABLE OFFERS

ACCEPTED

ESTATE SALE

843 Wallberg Ave
WESTFIELD

Saturday & Sunday
3/19 & 3/20, 9AM-5PM
Best offer, Cash Only

Entire Contents

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

GUITAR LESSONS

Rick Langmaack now accepting
beginner thru advanced students.
38 years of performing and
teaching experience. Three
college music degrees. Well
established in Westfield Area.
Resume available upon request.

(908) 301-0293

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield. Attractive 2 BR duplex
near town & transp. D/W, W/D,
HWd Flrs, CAC. Garage.

$1750/mo. No Fee.
(908) 568-1217

SUMMER RENTAL - LBI

2BR/2BA Oceanfront Condo in
Beach Haven LBI for weekly
rental. Walk to Shopping,
Restaurants, Fantasy Island

Call (908) 232-3269

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Class to Take Place
On Youth Wellness

WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Co-
operative Extension of Union
County will offer a free class on
basic youth wellness called “Youth
Wellness: How Can Parents Help?”

Designed for parents who are
trying to teach their children
healthier food and exercise habits,
the class will be held on Thursday,
March 24, from 7 to 9 p.m. It will
take place at the new county build-
ing, located at 300 North Avenue,
East, in Westfield.

Rutgers professor and nutrition
expert Karen Ensle will conduct
the class, which will sort through
the facts and focus on common-
sense solutions that work. All par-
ents and other caregivers are wel-
come.

While there is no fee, pre-regis-
tration is required. To register, con-
tact Digna Torres at the Extension
offices at (908) 654-9854 or
dtorres@ucnj.org.
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goleader.com online exclusive

CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Nick Kalafatis, a sophomore on the varsity swim team, is currently undefeated
in eight races this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Brandon Chan, freshman on the varsity bowling team who has had a tremendous
season so far, bowled a third game 204 last week, which resulted in another Cougar win.

December 16, 2010

December 23, 2010

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw

2011
Our 39th Annual Edition

Cranford High School Winter 2010-2011 Athletes of the Week

McCOY LED IN POINTS, REBOUNDS; MILLER LED IN 3-POINTERS,THEFTS, BLOCKS; GOELLER LED IN ASSISTS

Lady Cougars Finished 22-6, Advanced to Sectional Finals
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One year after winning its first
sectional title since 1973, the Cranford
High School Lady Cougars basket-
ball team nearly repeated itself by
reaching the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 finals, falling short to West
Morris, 53-42.

Last year’s Lady Cougars defeated
the Somerville Pioneers, 46-34, for
the title and finished their season with
a 21-8 record. This season, the Lady
Cougars improved upon that record
and finished 22-6. Even better, all of
their starters will return next year.

Sophomore guard Jess McCoy had
an uncanny knack of getting under-
neath the basket at the right time and
led the Cougars in scoring with 322
points and in rebounds with 201.
McCoy hit 38-for-56 (67.9 percent)
from the free-throw line. She worked
in near-perfect coordination with jun-
ior forward Morgan Miller and dished
out 68 assists, while creating 68 steals

and making 51 blocks.
“Jess was a true scoring and hustle

leader for us on the floor. If there was
a loose ball, Jess was on the floor after
it. In tough game situations, I was
confident with the ball in her hands.
As only a sophomore, she played with
more experience and confidence then
most veteran players,” Cougar Head
Coach Jackie Dyer said.

Miller sparked fear in the eyes of
opponents when she hovered around
the perimeter. She bucketed 300
points and nailed a team-leading 37
3-pointers. She was 37-for-54 (68.5
percent) from the charity line. If she
was covered too tightly, she would
simply pass off to an open teammate,
predominantly McCoy or sophomore
guard Jenna Goeller. That vision
earned her 86 assists.

Miller pulled 145 rebounds (sec-
ond on the team), but she really could
be described as a “hands-on” player,
because she led the team in thefts
with 77 steals and in blocks with 69.

“Like Jess, Morgan was a big scorer.
She caused a major threat for any
opponent, because she was such a

versatile scorer from 3-point [range],
inside the arch, driving to the basket
or posting up. She was the oldest
person, most times, on the floor and
was a great leader to the younger
girls. Her confidence and winning
attitude rubbed off on the entire team,”
Coach Dyer said.

Goeller’s vision was better than
20-20 also. She dished out a team-
leading 107 assists, while adding 38
steals and five blocks. Goeller, who
had 65 rebounds, also had a good eye
from 3-point range, sinking 13 and
finishing with 129 points. She hit 38
of 65 free throws for 58.5 percent.

“Jenna was by far our best de-
fender. She had the challenge each
game to shut down our opponent’s
best player, and she did a phenom-
enal job of doing it. When she wasn’t
setting our team up in our offenses,
she was a great 3-point shooter and as
well as a threat driving to the basket,”
Coach Dyer said.

Sophomore forward Kate
McGovern displayed her toughness
under the boards and grabbed 83 re-
bounds, while snatching 31 steals

and making 27 blocks. McGovern
also rolled in 113 points and hit 25 of
37 free throws for 67.6 percent.

“Kaitlyn was out biggest threat in
the paint. Her up-and-under moves
and short jump shots were very hard
to defend. She was also a great
rebounder for us,” Coach Dyer said.

Freshman guard Mairead McKeary
displayed more and more moxie on
the court as the season progressed
and finished with 114 points, 69 re-
bounds, 25 assists, 15 steals and three
blocks.

“Mairead was the spark we needed
on the floor. She never backed down
and gave 110 percent each day in
practice and especially in games. Be-
ing a freshman you can sometimes be
intimidated by the more experienced
players, but that was not the case for
Mairead. She never backed down,
played hard and with confidence. She
brought hustle and energy to every
possession,” Coach Dyer pointed out.

Senior Sara Gugliucci came off the
bench and proved to be deadly from
3-point range. She sank 12 3-pointers
and totaled 105 points, while adding

59 rebounds, 19 assists and 19 steals.
“Sara was the player that gave the

most heart when in the game. She
worked hard at shutting down our
opponents, as well as knocking down
the three [pointer] when we needed
it,” said Coach Dyer.

Freshman forward Carly Maucione
also got into the action and scored
107 points, while grabbing 59 re-
bounds and adding 10 assists, 10 steals
and 17 blocks.

“Carly was a great scorer and shot
blocker off the bench. When we
needed a little pick-me-up, Carly was
the one to do it for us,” commented
Coach Dyer.

Senior Brie Capece contributed 11
points, including three 3-pointers, and
added 10 rebounds, five assists, seven
steals and a blocked shot. Senior
Jackie Monteagudo had six points,
20 rebounds, four assists, two steals
and three blocks.

With the entire starting five and
several strong, bench players return-
ing, the Lady Cougars could be ex-
pected to be a major force in Union
County and sectional play.

12-17 (L) Cranford 38, Oak Knoll 43
12-18 (W) Cranford 48, Hudson Catho-
lic 7
12-21 (L) Cranford 36, New Prov 52
12-28 (W) Cranford 45, Livingston 21
12-30 (W) Cranford 34, West Orange 31
01-04 (W) Cranford 39, Johnson 23
01-06 (W) Cranford 33 Union Catholic 16
01-11 (W) Cranford 40, Holmdel 39
01-14 (W) Cranford 45, Linden 37
01-18 (W) Cranford 46, Brearley 25
01-20 (L) Cranford 21, GL 29
01-22 (W) Cranford 53, Elizabeth 18
01-25 (W) Cranford 52, Oak Knoll 48
01-28 (W) Cranford 43, Johnson 31
01-31 (W) Cranford 43, Union Catholic 38
02-01 (L) Cranford 39, New Providence 43
02-03 (W) Cranford 55, Hillside 44
02-04 (W) Cranford 37, GL 29
02-08 (W) Cranford 33, Elizabeth 16
02-12 (W) Cranford 37, River Dell 34
02-15 (W) Cranford 57, Hillside 33
02-18 (W) Cranford 46, Scotch Plains 32
02-20 (L) Cranford 42, Dayton 43
02-25 (W) Cranford 53, Metuchen 37
03-01 (W) Cranford 43, Mendham 31
03-03 (W) Cranford 64, Millburn 34
03-05 (W) Cranford 53, Chatham 49
03-07 (L) Cranford 42, West Morris 53

Probitas Verus Honos

This story is also in the
printed portion of The
Westfield Leader

*****

David B. Corbin (February 3 edition) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINALLY FINDING SUCCESS INSIDE…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, with assists from teammate Morgan Miller, found
success getting to the basket in the fourth quarter against the ALJ Crusaders in Clark on January 28.

David B. Corbin (January 14 game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY BUSY HANDS ON DEFENSE…Cranford Cougar guard Jenna Goeller, No 4, played very stubborn defense against
the Linden Tigers and had four steals in a 45-37 victory. Goeller led the team with six assists and added six points.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Sean Trotter, a senior captain on the varsity basketball team, has been averaging
25 points per game and was named to the All-Tournament Team at last weeks Crusader Classic basketball tournament.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Joe Giaccio, a senior on the varsity wrestling team won three matches at the
Cougar Quad on January 8. He pinned his opponent from North Bergen in 42 seconds on his way to his 100th career win.
With his recent win over his opponent, Anthony Aldana, at Westfield on January 10, his career record rose to 102-11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Jess McCoy, a sophomore on the varsity basketball team had 12 points, eight
rebounds, six blocks and six steals against Holmdel last week. She also hit the game-winning jump shot with under a minute
left in the game. She netted 14 points, 13 rebounds, two blocks and six steals in a 45-37 victory against Linden on January 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Natalie Englese (upper left inset), JP Christiano (left), Joe Giaccio (center) and
Kyle Markovitch have been named Cougar Athletes of the Week. Englese, a member of the winter track team, won her
seventh Union County title with a victory in the 400-meter dash this past weekend. Giaccio, Christiano and Markovitch, all
members of the varsity wrestling team, also won Union County Championship titles this past weekend. It was the third
county title for Giaccio, who also was named the Outstanding Wrestler, and first for Christiano and Markovitch.

January 6, 2011

January 13, 2011

January 20, 2011

January 27, 2011

Cranford High School Winter 2010-2011 Athletes of the Week

Shrimpfest

Only $14.99

Join us for

Salad Bar Lunch Combo

Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake 
Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined with any 
other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 
cent.  Redeemable for one Salad Bar Lunch Combo for 
$7.99.

AVAILABLE EVERYDAY 11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

Your food purchase of $20 or more
Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined 
with any other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 cent.  Maximum value $5.00.  
Only one coupon per two dinner entrees.

Through April 10

Salad Bar Lunch Combo

Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake 
Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined with any 
other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 
cent.  Redeemable for one Salad Bar Lunch Combo for 
$7.99.

AVAILABLE EVERYDAY 11:30 AM TO 3:00 PM

Your food purchase of $20 or more
Valid through April 3, 2011.  Not valid with Handshake Club birthday coupons.  Cannot be combined 
with any other discounts, vouchers or coupons.  Cash value 1/100 cent.  Maximum value $5.00.  
Only one coupon per two dinner entrees.

January 27, 2011

Second Half of the Winter Athletes of the Week
Will be in the March 24 Cranford Online Edition

P090120 06/09

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Call my 
office for a 
quote 24/7.

You’re a 
neighbor, 
not a 
number.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

WESTFIELD PAL FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING TRYOUTS

Calling all girls entering 5th – 8th grade in Fall 2011!!
Cheer at the Sunday home football games this Fall at Kehler Stadium!

Tryouts for open spots: Wednesday, March 30th 7pm at Edison cafeteria

Practices @ Surgent’s Wednesdays 7:30-9 (May 4-June 22)
Senior Squad Cheer Camp 6/27-7/1 ~3-7pm @ Surgents (7th/8th Grade)
Junior Squad Cheer Camp 7/11-7/15~ 3-7pm @ Surgents (5th/6th Grade)

Contact Michelle DiFilippo in advance @ mdifi@aol.com or 789-1282
for registration form with detailed information and applicable fees.

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation
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AAI Program to Spotlight
‘Evolving Planet’ Tomorrow
CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-

mers, Inc. (AAI) will conduct its
monthly membership meeting at 8
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, March 18, in
the Main Lecture Hall in the
Nomahegan Building at Union
County College, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford.

Immediately following the busi-
ness meeting, the club will present
the lecture “An Evolving Planet: The
History of Earth and the Search for
Other Earths in the Galaxy,” pre-
sented by Alan P. Witzgall.

Mr. Witzgall will discuss how life
on Earth has dramatically changed
the composition of the planet’s sur-
face and atmosphere and how this
can serve as a guide in locating and

classifying exoEarths in the galaxy.
He also will bring examples of min-
erals and fossils to illustrate the five
major epochs on Earth.

Following the talk, attendees will
be invited to the William Miller
Sperry Observatory for refreshments
and the chance to look through the
largest telescopes in the area
(weather permitting.) Sperry Obser-
vatory also is open to the public
every Friday evening between 7:30
and 10:30 p.m. for an informal talk
and observing. Star parties are sched-
uled at Sperry Observatory on April
8 and May 13. For more informa-
tion, visit asterism.org or call (908)
276-STAR. Admission and parking
are free.

Renowned Artists Quinn,
Mills to Lecture at UCC

CRANFORD – On Wednesday,
March 23, Union County College
will be host world-renowned artists
Joanna Quinn and Les Mills of Beryl
Productions International Ltd. They
will be presenting an animated, mul-
timedia Visiting Artist Lecture en-
titled “Drawings that Move” at 1 p.m.
in the Roy Smith Theater on the
College’s Cranford Campus.

This lecture event will focus on
their careers as artists and designers
and will highlight their internation-
ally recognized design and film ani-
mation work. Joanna Quinn and Les
Mills presented at the College in May
2007.

Joanna Quinn and Les Mills started
Beryl Productions International Ltd.
in 1987 in Cardiff, Wales, UK. The
design firm’s prestigious design work
and TV ads have been seen through-
out North America, Mexico, and Eu-
rope. Their premier designs exist in
many venues, including commercials
and package design productions for
Proctor and Gamble’s Charmin Pa-
per products, USA Kal Kan, Coca
Cola, Nestle USA, Publis UK/USA,
TV advertisements for “Whiskas” cat
food, and a flight publicity and tele-
vision “Lightbulb” ad for United Air-
lines.

In addition to their commercial de-
sign work, Quinn and Mills are glo-
bally lauded for their innovative,
award winning animation films in-

cluding: “Girls Night Out”, “Body
Beautiful”, “Famous Fred”, “Elles”,
“The Wife of Bath”, and “Dreams
and Desires – Family Ties”. Beryl’s
animations are often the product of
creative collaboration established
with US based ACME Films in Hol-
lywood, and have been commissioned
by a number of television markets
including Channel 4 UK, HBO, BBC
TV, TVC, and S4C.

Their animated films creatively dis-
tinguish themselves from other popu-
lar CGI generated productions in their
use of individually hand drawn char-
acter cell animation images. The lat-
est of Beryl’s animated short film
productions, “Dreams and Desires –
Family Ties”, won many celebrated
awards in 2006 including: Audience
Prize, FIPRESCI (critics award),
Special Jury Award – Annecy Ani-
mation Festival, France; 2nd Place
Jury Award Best animation – Palm
springs Short Filmfest USA; Winner
– European Cartoon D’Or; Grand
Prix – Ottawa International Anima-
tion Festival; Grand Prix Short Film
– 3rd China International and Digital
Arts Festival; Best Animation –
Woodstock Film Festival USA; and
Special Jury Prize – Anifest 2006
Budapest Hungary. For the past five
years Quinn’s and Mills’ “Dreams
and Desires – Family Ties” has been
one of the select animation films to
be on the short list for Oscar award
recognition.

Joanna Quinn is regarded as one of
the most celebrated and talented fig-
ures in world animation. Her amazing
drawing skills, wonderful character-
izations and humor mark her as a
unique, exceptional world talent. She
has won many animation awards in-
cluding Emmys, Baftas, 2 Academy
nominations, and Jury prizes at all the
major animation festivals.

Les Mills comes from an art back-
ground, having studied Fine Art at
several Universities in the UK and at
Rutgers University, having received
his Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in
1971. He has extensive teaching expe-
rience, including having taught Art
and Design at colleges in Wales and
London, and film and animation at the
School of Art and Design at the Uni-
versity of Wales in Newport. He met
Quinn in London, while teaching her
drawing in art school and he collabo-
rated with her on her graduation film
“Girls Night Out”. Providing concep-
tual, writing, and production skills,
Mills collaborates with Quinn, who
provides the drawing, animation, and
directorial skills, on their animation
productions.

This lecture is free and open to the
public and all are encouraged to at-
tend. This educational, cultural, and
creative event is being sponsored by
the English/Fine Arts/Modern Lan-
guages Department of Union County
College, along with the support of the
College Educational Programs Advi-
sory Committee (CEPAC), the Stu-
dent Government Association, and the
Union County College Art Society.

Food Historian to Spotlight
Civil War Eating Customs

CRANFORD – The Civil War Ses-
quicentennial Committee of the
Cranford Historical Society will
present “Eating and Drinking Cus-
toms during the Civil War and Re-
construction Years” with Judith Krall-
Russo. The program will take place
this Sunday, March 20, at 2:15 p.m. at
the Crane-Phillips House Museum,
located at 124 North Union Avenue
in Cranford.

The years after the Civil War ush-
ered in many changes in the eating
habits of Victorian America. Etiquette
around the table became very impor-
tant, tea parties were popular and soda
fountains became the social center.

A certified tea specialist and food
historian, Ms. Krall-Russo presents
programs throughout New Jersey. She
is a graduate of The Tea School of
Pomfret, Conn. and has completed
Tea Certification Level 1, 2 and 3

with the Specialty Tea Institute of
New York City. Ms. Krall-Russo holds
a Master of Business Administration
degree from Pace University, a Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Montclair
University and an Associate in Ap-
plied Sciences degree from the Fash-
ion Institute of Technology.

This history program is made pos-
sible in part by a HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Founded in 1927, the Cranford His-
torical Society seeks to preserve and
perpetuate the history of Cranford.
For more information, contact the his-
torical society’s office at (908) 276-
0082 or
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net,
or visit cranfordhistoricalsociety.com.
Admission will be free but donations
are appreciated.

Cranford/Garwood News
Cranford/Garwood News is also in the printed portion

of The Westfield Leader and The Times

GW Considers $7-Mil. Budget;
Council Battles Over Surplus

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The borough
council’s finance committee pre-
sented the preliminary 2011 munici-
pal budget of $7 million to the coun-
cil and public on March 7. As consti-
tuted, the budget would include a tax
increase of $208,000.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi urged
the council to produce a “leaner bud-
get, if possible.” She said she was
“not thrilled with the final product.”

She did tout the borough’s efforts
in not proposing any furloughs or
layoffs onto its workforce. “We can
continue to provide the levels of ser-
vice our residents have come to ex-
pect and, frankly, deserve,” the mayor
said. Still, the mayor said further cuts
should be made and that “everyone
should share in the unpleasantness.”

Councilman Jim Mathieu, finance
chairman, said he voted against the
budget in committee, but he said it
was “wonderful” that the budget can
“see the light of day.” In the past, he
said budgetary matters were “done in
the dark.”

Mr. Mathieu said after receiving
input from department heads and bor-
ough staff, the finance committee
“only” cut 1 percent of requested
appropriations. To eliminate the tax
increase, the borough would have to
cut another 2.9 percent, which he
said is “not unreasonable” to do. He
also  “rejects” the philosophy that the
budget is “its own living thing” and
that “you can’t touch it.”

He remained “very disappointed”
to see a budget that featured $84,000
in employee raises. On the contrac-
tual side, police-department raises
would account for $32,000 of that
figure, while the public works would
account for $22,000. Mr. Mathieu
said he was also “very disappointed”
to see that non-contractual (non-
union) employees were not contrib-
uting 1.5 percent of their wages for
healthcare costs.

Councilman Jonathan Linken, who
serves on the finance committee, said
he and Councilman Victor DeFilippo,
who was not present at the meeting,
“looked at the budget as a total spend-
ing forecast, and looked in a macro
sense.” Mr. Linken said while he
would “love” to get the municipal tax
increase to zero, the borough is al-
ready using $381,000 of its surplus in
this budget cycle; if the council ap-
proves the budget as-is, it would leave
$112,000 in the surplus account, a

number that Mr. Linken called
“scarily low.”

“To leave us with nothing for fu-
ture expenses...we thought we’d be
doing the citizens a disservice...We’d
be at risk of being outside the [2-
percent property tax] cap and cutting
services next year,” Mr. Linken said.
“We thought this was the best route
overall. It sets up Garwood to deal
with the finances of the future.”

Councilman Keith Sluka had many
questions on the budget; some per-
tained to reductions in areas such as
recreation and senior citizens recre-
ation. He noted a reduction of more
than $2,500 for senior citizens, for
instance.

The mayor later said the borough
has typically received a matching
grant from the federal Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), but she said the department
intends to cut its numbers by at least
10 percent this year. These funds help
to support busing and other senior
programs offered to Garwood’s eld-
erly, Mayor Quattrocchi said.

Mr. Mathieu said the borough is
“not afraid of voters; it’s afraid of the
employees...All of the things you
mentioned (like cuts in senior ser-
vices) are being sacrificed at the altar
of $800,000 for [active and retired]
employee healthcare.” He said two-
thirds of the $7-million budget is
made up of costs for employees, their
healthcare and pensions.

About one-third of the budget, $1.9
million, is designated for the police
department. Salaries and wages of
the 16-person department total $1.8
million, and $95,000 is appropriated
for miscellaneous items. Another
$600,000 is earmarked for the
borough’s department of public
works.

“Everything is being fed into sala-
ries, workers’ compensation and
healthcare costs,” he said, “[and the
rest] is being cannibalized.”

Councilman Louis Petruzzelli
wanted to know the surpluses the
borough ran in previous years. The
borough, for the last five years, has
kept surpluses of between $500,000
and $750,000. Knowing those fig-
ures, he said, “We can’t run it to zero
and have nothing left for the people.”

Mr. Mathieu retorted by saying that
“no matter how big the surplus is, it is
never big enough...In those years, we
still always raised taxes. The surplus
insulates the council from making
the tough decisions.”

Residents Air Frustrations
Regarding GW Field Project

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – A heated back-and-
forth discussion ensued at the March
8 borough council meeting when frus-
trated residents once more brought
up the topic of the borough’s athletic
field project.

The discussion began when
Garwood resident Richard King
asked Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
why three members of the commit-
tee for the athletic field were re-
cently let go.

“I don’t understand why you would
dismiss three members that are in-
volved in the Little League and have
insight to what the project needs,”
Mr. King stated.

The mayor explained that she felt
the three individuals had performed
their duties and that their services no
longer were necessary. “I have Coun-
cilman (Keith) Sluka on the commit-
tee now, and I felt we needed a new
set of eyes,” the mayor said.

“The architects will remain the
same, but I felt the project at hand
was too expensive and there were
questions by the planning board on
the makeup of the athletic building
and how to cut costs,” she added.

The mayor announced that there
were four new residents on the board
who she has selected who will help
come up with a new building plan
that will cost less.

Garwood resident Jeff Sylvester
questioned why the current and past
Little League presidents were dis-
missed when they were so involved
in the project thus far and almost to
the finish line.

“These are the people who volun-
teered their time because of their
passion for this project, and you let
them go for four new members who
lack the experience and knowledge
that the people you let go of had,” Mr.
Sylvester said.

The mayor reiterated that she felt
their job was done and that the project
was not completely funded.

The current Little League presi-
dent, Scott Kessler, voiced his con-
cerns over the mayor’s recent ap-
pointment of a young woman to the
committee and the reason for it.

“I find it interesting that you would
replace me, the Little League presi-
dent, with a long-time ‘friend’ of yours
in a position that would look good on
her résumé,” Mr. Kessler said.

The mayor explained that this indi-
vidual was a former educator who was
interested in sports. Mr. Kessler was
concerned that the mayor was removing
the wrong people from the committee.

The governing body was asked how
long the grant for the athletic field
was available to the borough to which
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma said that there was no expi-
ration date on the grant.

Garwood resident Tom Englese
expressed the importance for the ur-
gency in this project. “I would have
spent that grant last week. With our
current Governor, who knows, he
could take it back at any time. We
need to move fast and use this grant,”
Mr. Englese said.

Mr. Sluka explained that the archi-
tects would look at ways to tweak
costs, hopefully in the next four
weeks, and said that, “the position of
the new girl was created to take some
of the burden off of [Ms. Ariemma.]”

Concering the project, the mayor
said she felt it was time to replace the
members who showed favoritism to
the athletic field with members who
would be more objective. “I don’t
need too many people on this commit-
tee, but just a workable group to get to
the bid,” the mayor said.

Mr. Sylvester responded to the
mayor, saying, “My objection is that
there is no longer any representation
from the baseball league anymore
because you have obliviated the mem-
bers who have dedicated their lives
and time to baseball and athletics.”

“All I can say is that my decisions
on the committee stand,” Mayor
Quattrocchi said.

Man, 22, Is Arrested
In Cranford Murder
CRANFORD – The Union

County Prosecutor’s Homicide Task
Force on Monday arrested and
charged William Parisio, 22, of
Cranford with the Sunday homi-
cide of Pamela Schmidt, 22, of
Warren.

Parisio, who was being held at
the Union County jail on $400,000
bail, will make his first court ap-
pearance in the coming days, ac-
cording to a prosecutor’s office
spokesman.

The arrest was a result of a joint
investigation by the Prosecutor’s
Office Homicide Task Force and
the Cranford Police Department,
said county Prosecutor Ted
Romankow.

Police were called to a residence
on Greaves Place in Cranford
shortly after noon on Sunday, where
they said they discovered the vic-
tim unresponsive in a basement
room. She was later pronounced
dead at the scene, authorities said.

An autopsy by the county medi-
cal examiner determined that Ms.
Schmidt suffered traumatic inju-
ries and her death was ruled a homi-
cide, Mr. Romankow said.

The case remains an active inves-
tigation, but residents of Cranford
should not feel like they are in dan-
ger, as Mr. Romankow said the ho-
micide appears to be a tragic iso-
lated incident.

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw

2011
Our 39th Annual Edition

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Westfield, NJ • For Sale by Owner

5BR, 3 1/2 Bath Stately Colonial • $899,000

Stunning landscape on .78 acres, totally updated and renovated 5
bedroom colonial, 1st floor master bedroom suite with over 750 s.f.
of luxury, master bath w/jacuzzi tub, gas fireplace, 2 walk-in closets,
home office overlooking wooded backyard, gourmet eat-in kitchen,
granite countertops, stainless steel Bosch appliances, wine bar &
54 bottle wine cooler, 1st floor laundry/mudroom, full finished base-
ment, backyard 2-level hardwood deck w/outdoor jacuzzi, new 2-
zone heat-A/C, intercom/security system, 2-car attached garage,
blocks to award winning downtown & schools, NYC trains. Many
more extras, too numerous to mention.

Please contact us for private viewing

at 908-451-8366

 

The First Name in Fine Properties 

431 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ 07901 (908)277-1398 

 

SCOTCH PLAINS. $459,000.  Move-in ready  Colonial taste-
fully updated with newer air conditioning, newly renovated 
bath, sparkling hardwood floors, crown moldings, spacious 
living room, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen, lower level 
family room with bath, covered porch, patio and fenced rear 
yard. Great cul-de-sac location near NYC buses and downtown 
Westfield. 3 beds, 2 baths. Web# 8254 Text LSR to 85377 
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The publishers of the LEADER/TIMES strive 
to bring you, our readers, the best weekly 
newspaper in the state. But to help us 
keep doing this …

WE WANT 
YOU …

AS A 
SUBSCRIBER !

DON’T MISS OUT

Order 52 Issues Of

The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 
TIMES

The Westfield Leader

HERE’S WHY :

You are important to our advertisers. 

They CARE about doing business with 

Westfield and Scotch Plains people and 

they want to know that YOU are reading 

their message in the LEADER/TIMES 

each week. Support the weekly newspaper 

by mailing in the coupon below TODAY! 

Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.

The Leader The TIMES
New Subscriber Renewal

One Year – $33 Two Years – $62 Three Years – $90

Name: 

Address:

City:     State: Zip:

Phone:    Email:

CC#:

Exp. Date:   Sec. Code:

Signature:

If paying by check mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 
Or call 908.232.4407 for further assistance.

Special Low Rate Of Only

$33
.00

For 52 BIG Issues Mailed 

To Your Home Each Thursday

Easy to do on the web too!

goleader.com/subscribe

It’s Always Open 24 Hours!
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Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

CUSTOM CAPE

Cranford. Picturesque Custom Cape featuring 1st level Living Room,
Formal Dining Room, Eat-in-Kitchen, Entertainment sized Family
Room addition with Wood burning Stove, Bedroom and Full Bath.
Level 2 has three spacious Bedrooms and a Full Bath. Gleaming
Hardwood Floors and Freshly Painted throughout plus a full Unfinished
Basement with high ceilings and a built-in garage.

Niki Fry
Top Units for the Month of February

Lorena Barbosa

RANCH

Westfield. Welcome to this 3 Bedroom 1.5 Bath Ranch situated in a
prime location across from desirable Echo Lake Golf Course. Home
boasts beautiful hardwood floors with nice size rooms and plenty of
closet space. Kitchen has stainless steel appliances and updated cabinets,
Living Room with wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Basement, attic and attached garage.

Donna Fabrizio

COLONIAL

Mountainside. This 4 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath, 4 year old Colonial is
situated in Echo Lake Estates. There are custom moldings, recessed
lighting and intercom/sound system throughout. The gourmet kitchen
with separate dining area opens to a family room with gas fireplace.
There is a fabulous MBR Suite with his/her walk-in closets plus
separate sitting room with additional deep closets and luxury master
bath. There is a finished basement with gas fireplace and full bath.

Martha Schilling

COLONIAL

Fanwood. Outstanding quality construction with meticulous attention
to detail throughout! Hardwood floors w/inlay in Living Room, Dining
Room. Gas fireplace in FR. Marble flooring, granite countertops, cherry
cabinetry, SS appliances in large EIK. Master Bedroom has 10x8 en suite,
design it as a closet, office or nursery! Central Vac, High Efficiency self
venting Gas furnace, and 2 zone CAC. Walk up attic with 5 dormers,
large oversized side door for easy access to basement.

Patricia O’Connor

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

Westfield. Vintage Center Hall Colonial featuring Living Room
with wood burning Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Family Room,
Eat-in-Kitchen, Den plus 1/2 bath. The second level has 4 Bedrooms
and Full Bath and the third level has Bedroom and Bedroom/Office
plus a Full Bath. Hardwood Floors throughout. Large unfinished
Basement and 2 car detached garage.

Associate of the Month

Patricia O’Connor

Kerry McDevitt

Piano Prodigy Blumer Plays
Concerto with Symphony

Charles Prince, Conductor; Seth Blumer, Pianist
By BARBARA THOMSON

Specially Written for The Westfield leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD - What were you
doing in elementary school? If your
name is Seth Blumer, you were play-
ing the piano in Carnegie Hall, win-
ning competitions, and playing a con-
certo with the Plainfield Symphony.

This 6th grader performed Bach’s
Piano Concerto in d minor (BWV
1052) on Saturday, March 5, at Cres-
cent Avenue Presbyterian Church
playing with excellent technique and
musical insight. It is not all that un-
usual for youngsters to have excel-
lent technical capabilities at early
ages – little “prodigies” abound – but
there is more to making music than
playing the notes.

Young Mr. Blumer plays with the
native musical insight that musicians
can only be born with – no amount of
coaching can substitute for the innate
understanding of where a phrase goes.
When you couple that with good tech-
nical training, the prodigy becomes a
musician, and that is certainly what
he is.

Seth performed the Bach with en-
ergy and finesse and a real sense of
purpose and understanding. If you
weren’t looking, you would never
have known that the performer was

only 11- years old. And lest you think
that he is too serious for his own
good, (he is 11-years old, after all),
he played a fun bluesy encore by jazz
pianist Joe Utterback. Guess he can
still enjoy being a kid!

As an aside, I would like to say that
it was good to see a student playing a
work of a technical level at which he
can excel. Too many teachers give
students works, which are too diffi-
cult and let them slop through. One
will never learn to play with nuance
or control if it’s all you can do to just
get the notes out.

I was glad to see him playing Bach,
not attempting Brahms or
Rachmaninoff. There will be time for
that later, and he will be ready for
them when that time comes. He was
not playing alone, of course. The
Plainfield Symphony, an excellent
community orchestra, was an able
accompanist, and its players seemed
to enjoy making music with their
young soloist, who was always atten-
tive to the conductor and the en-
semble.

The program opened with Rossini’s
familiar overture to the opera La
Gazza Ladra (The Thieving Magpie),
a cheerful, lively piece, which gives
the orchestra plenty to do without
being too taxing. The big work came
in the second half – Tchaikovsky’s
Symphony No. 4. This is a challeng-
ing piece even for professionals, and
was a stretch for a community or-
chestra. But the point of a commu-
nity orchestra, after all, is to give
good amateurs (along with a few
added professionals) a chance to play
major works of this type.

There were many sections, which
came off beautifully, and although I
thought the fast tempo of the last
movement pushed the envelope a bit,
it was full of energy and power.
Charles Prince’s conducting was al-
ways clear and precise (you would
think that would be a given, but it’s
not) and he was not afraid to ask his
orchestra to play up to their full po-
tential.

Intonation problems did crop up in
the difficult places, and there were
some balance issues in the ensemble
as a whole. Nonetheless, the players
and their audience had a wonderful
evening, and it was nice to see an
enthusiastic full house in attendance.

A community orchestra like this
serves an important function, and it is
wonderful to see that it has the sup-
port of its community.

Photo courtesy of David France-Beverly
NATURAL TALENT...Accompanied by the Plainfield Symphony Orchestra, 11-
year old piano prodigy Seth Blumer, performed Bach’s Piano Concerto in d
minor on Saturday, March 5, at Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church in
Plainfield.

Summer Stage Theater to
Present Leader of the Pack

WESTFIELD - The captivating
sounds of the early rock ‘n’ roll era
will fill the stage in July when the
cast members of the Summer Stage
Theater recreate the best of the doo-
wop tunes in Leader of the Pack:
The Ellie Greenwich Musical.

This exciting show celebrates the
life and times of Brooklyn-born
Ellie Greenwich, a songwriter
whose doo-wop music skyrocketed
to the top of the pop charts in the
early to mid 1960s. The story and
songs provide a look into the
songwriter’s professional triumphs
and personal misfortunes. The re-
sult is a musical filled with some of
the most memorable songs from the
early days of rock ‘n’ roll such as
“Be My Baby,” “Doo Wah Diddy,”
“Chapel of Love,” “Da Doo Ron
Ron,” “River Deep, Mountain
High,” and the title song “Leader of
the Pack.”

 The musical will feature a large
ensemble cast. There are many roles
to showcase all talents and levels of
ability, including roles for both boys
and girls. There is no audition
needed to become part of the cast
and enrollment is open to students,
in grades six though 12, from all
communities.

The Summer Stage Theater pro-
gram will be held at Edison Inter-
mediate School, 800 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. daily from June 29
until July 29. The performances will
be on July 27 and 28.

A special feature of this year’s
program is a Cabaret Night, for

performers in grades nine through
12, who are enrolled as part of the
main stage production. Twice
weekly, these students will stay for
an additional 90 minutes to prepare
short acts for the Cabaret, which
will be held on July 21.

Leader of the Pack will be di-
rected by Kenneth Horn, who is on
the staff of Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield. Karen Romero,
a staff member at Westfield’s
Roosevelt Intermediate School, will
serve as musical director. Both edu-
cators have professional theatrical
credits as performers and directors
as well. Dance instructor Irene
Ulesky, a veteran member of the
Westfield Summer Workshop, will
again design the choreography for
this production.

 The Summer Stage Theater is
part of the Westfield Summer Work-
shop, which offers 65 courses in
arts, crafts, communications, mu-
sic, dance, drama, musical theater
and more for students from pre-
kindergarten to grade eight. Courses
are taught by degreed and/or certi-
fied teachers, experienced perform-
ers and professional artists. A reg-
istered nurse is on staff during the
morning program.

 For more information on the
Summer Stage Theater or the
Westfield Summer Workshop, call
(908) 518-1551 or visit the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts at
150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield. For additional informa-
tion, visit
njworkshopforthearts.com.

SPF Arts Assoc. to
Sponsor Trip

SCOTCH PKAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association will sponsor its spring
trip to the Brooklyn Museum of Art
on Thursday, April 7, to see the
“Norman Rockwell: Behind the Cam-
era” exhibit.

Norman Rockwell’s paintings are
American icons. This exhibition
shows how, beginning in the 1930s,
he adopted photography as a tool to
bring his illustration ideas to life. It
presents his study photographs along-
side his paintings, drawings and re-
lated magazine tear sheets to offer a
fascinating look at the artist’s work-
ing process.

The bus departs from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building parking
lot at 9:30 a.m. and will return at
approximately 5 p.m.

The cost of the trip is $45, which
includes bus and admission to the
Museum. (Entrance to the Botanic
Garden is additional).

For reservations, call Anne Gib-
bons at (908) 232-2631 by March 30.

Junior Musical Club to
Present Free Concert

MUSIC TO MY EARS…Members of the Westfield Junior Music Club rehearse
the Carnival of the Animals to be performed March 26.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jun-
ior Music Club is proud to present
its annual Ensemble Concert on Sat-
urday, March 26, at 3:30 p.m. in the
First Baptist Church located at 170
Elm Street.

Local area Club members in eighth
grade and high school will play to-
gether in duets, trios and as an en-
semble. The public is welcome to
attend the concert free of charge.
Refreshments will be served at a
reception following the performance.

The performance will feature the
Carnival of the Animals by Camille
Saint-Saëns under the direction of
Debra Biderman of the New Jersey
Symphony. The members of the Jun-
ior Musical Club will participate as
a whole, performing on two pianos,
violins, violas, cello, double bass,
clarinet, flute, xylophone and or-
chestral bells. The animals captured
in music include the lion, chickens,

donkeys, tortoises, the elephant,
kangaroos, fish, the cuckoo, birds,
the swan, plus fossils.

Among the duets and trios will be
Bernard Lin (violin) and Brenda Li
(viola) playing Passacaglia by
Johan Halvorsen; Kristin Hauge and
Cindy Gong playing Abendmusik
for two pianos by William Bolcom;
Rebecca Dias (soprano) singing
arias from Mozart’s Le Nozze Di
Figaro, “L’ho Perduta” and, with
Bridget McCoy (soprano),
“Sull’aria”, both accompanied by
Alex Goldschmidt; Rebecca Dias
singing the “Jewel Song” from
Gounod’s Faust accompanied by
Alex Goldschmidt; Jahzeel
Paguntalan (violin), Belle Lin (vio-
lin) and Chloe Baron (cello) play-
ing a string arrangement of music
by Cole Porter; Kevin Madison (pi-
ano) playing Etude Op. 10, No. 3 by
Frédéric Chopin.

Visual Arts Center to Host ‘For Art’s
Sake Weekend’ April 1-3

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
will host its annual “For Art’s Sake
Weekend” fundraiser  on April 1-3.

The three-day event begins on Fri-
day, April 1, as guests board coach
buses with gourmet boxed lunches to
visit the private homes of noted con-
temporary art collectors Patricia A. Bell
and Ann Schaffer. Following the tour,
guests will return to the Art Center for
a dessert reception to preview the silent
auction art work and meet artists who
donated their work to the Blank Canvas
silent auction, part of Saturday evening’s
Blank Canvas Benefit.

The schedule is as follows:Road Trip

- Friday, April 1 - 9:30 a.m. until 2:30
p.m. - Ticket: $125; Blank Canvas Ben-
efit - Saturday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. - VIP
Reception and Tour; General Admit-
tance - 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.; Blank Canvas
Benefit - VIP Ticket: $300; Blank Can-
vas Benefit - Ticket - $150; Open House
- Sunday, April 3, 12 Noon until 4 p.m.
– Free event for the community.

Tickets for the Road Trip tour and
Blank Canvas Benefit may be pur-
chased online at artcenternj.org, or at
the Art Center’s reception desk lo-
cated at 68 Elm Street in Summit. For
more information, call (908) 273 –
9121.
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A GOOD READ...Mother Seton’s literary magazine Driftwood was awarded first
place in the American Scholastic Press Association Competition. Pictured, left to
right are: Vivian Min, Melissa Larson and Anudeep Grewal.

Linda King Named Music
Administrators’ President

WESTFIELD - Linda King, Su-
pervisor of Fine Arts for the Westfield
Public Schools, has been elected
President of the New Jersey Music
Administrators Association
(NJMAA). Dr. King will be at the
helm of the organization until Sep-
tember 2012. She served as incoming
president from 2008-2010, was ap-
pointed secretary in 2006 – 2008 and
has been a member since 1997.

A music educator for 26 years, Dr.
King was named Supervisor of Fine
Arts for the Westfield Public Schools
in 1997. She oversees the K-12 Mu-
sic and Art curriculum and staff.
Under her direction, Westfield offers
music and art, pre-K – 12th grade;
drama/public speaking, grades 6 –
12; many performance opportunities;
and a variety of venues for student
artwork to be displayed.

More information on the Westfield
Public Schools Fine Arts program is
posted at westfieldnjk12.org/finearts.

In her role as president of the
NJMAA, Dr. King is encouraging
collaboration among the public school
music educators in the state, and has
organized four workshops on diverse
topics for music administrators thus
far this school year. On April 15,
NJMAA will host the College Con-

nection, a round table discussion re-
garding expectations for prospective
music majors and novice music edu-
cators, will be held at the New Jersey
Principals and Supervisors Associa-
tion in Jamesburg. College represen-
tatives will be in attendance.

“In an economic climate where
school budgets are strained, it is more
important than ever for administra-
tors to share our knowledge and ex-
periences with each another to pro-
vide meaningful Fine Arts experi-
ences for students,” stated Dr. King.

One of the objectives of the
NJMAA is to provide leadership in
establishing music education in the
State of New Jersey at its highest
standard.

Linda King

Admission Information Sessions:

For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155
www.whschool.org
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ENCORE, ENCORE...The cast and crew of Beauty and the Beast brought the crowd to its feet during a magical run of
performances during the weekend of March 4-6. Ashley Martin of Edison delivered a virtuoso performance as Belle and Billy
Nolan of Colonia was superb as the Beast. Other main characters who shined on stage included Nick Davis of Union as
Gaston, Milika Griffiths of Edison as Mrs. Potts, Alex Barbet of Plainfield as Lumiere, Samantha Lamparello of Warren
as Babette, Danny Marques of Elizabeth as Cogsworth, Stephanie Smyczek of Edison as Madame De La Grande Bouche,
Max Needle of Scotch Plains as Lefou, Noah Fischer of Parsippany as Chip and Brian Downing of Scotch Plains as Maurice.

Youth Art Celebrated In
Downtown Window Displays
WESTFIELD - The Westfield Pub-

lic Schools are celebrating the na-
tionally acclaimed Youth Art Month
with colorful and creative displays
throughout the downtown area. Paint-
ings, drawings, sculptures, and
painted furniture designed by ap-
proximately 420 students from
Westfield’s ten public schools are
displayed by 70 downtown mer-
chants, who volunteered their win-
dow space for the month of March.
The Westfield Memorial Library also
is exhibiting students’ artwork.

In the Westfield Public Schools,
Youth Art Month is traditionally des-
ignated to showcase the diversity of
artistic talent of students. “It is not a
competition, but a time to celebrate
the creative work of our children,”
explained Linda King, Supervisor of
Fine Arts for the Westfield Public
Schools. “The artwork represents chil-
dren of all levels of age and ability. It

is chosen by local art teachers for
various reasons: work ethic, commit-
ment to the project at hand, profi-
ciency, emotional uplifting, and ap-
propriate medium for the chosen store.
It is not meant to be critiqued from
year to year. It is to be admired and
appreciated as a month to celebrate
the arts and the wonderful creations of
our many talented students.

“I am honored and pleased with the
work of our dedicated educators, the
children whose work is displayed, and
the many supporting community mem-
bers who give of their valuable time to
make this event occur each year,” added
Dr. King.

“During your next trip to downtown
Westfield, be sure to stop and admire
all the student artwork,” invites Trish
Cheek, coordinator of the Youth Art
Month program and secretary of the
Westfield Public Schools’ Fine Arts
Department.

WINDOW ART…Window art such as these are on display throughout the month
of March in various stores located in downtown Westfield. The artwork is
produced by 420 students in all 10 of the Westfield Public Schools. These specific
paintings were created by students from Westfield High School and are located
inside of Staples.

Summer Theater Camp
Registration Now Open

WESTFIELD - Come explore the
wonderful world of theatre this
summer. Participants will learn about
many exciting theater topics including
acting, directing, sets, props,
costumes, lights and sound, theatre
games, crafts, music, movement and
more. New plays, new skills, new
games, new crafts and new friends
will be found in each session.

 Three one-week sessions will be
offered for children entering 1st
through 6th grade. The first session
will be held July 18-22; the second
will be held July 25-29; and the third
will be from August 1-5.

The morning session will be from

9 to 11:30 a.m for those entering first
grade through third grade. The
afternoon session will held from 12:30
to 3 p.m. for those entering grade four
through six.

The session for those entering 6th
grade through 8th will be held from
July 11 through 15 from 10 a.m. until
3 p.m.

The camp will be held at St. Paul’s
Church located at 414 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

For more information e-mail
hedgehogandfeather@yahoo.com, or
visit hedgehogandfeather.org, or call
(908) 578-0756. Registration ends
May 6.

Parents Invited to
“Stir It Up”

WESTFIELD - Stir It Up,” the
second annual program on sub-
stance abuse prevention hosted by
the Westfield Public Schools and
the Municipal Alliance will be held
Wednesday, March 30, 7:00 p.m.,
in the Westfield High School audi-
torium.

This year, the program will fea-
ture nationally recognized speaker,
Justin Boudreau, Founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of GEAR UP for
Excellence. Boudreau is the co-au-
thor of the book for teens “Gearing
Up: Inside and Out for a Great Life”.
Visit gearupforexcellence.comfor
more information.

Arrangements are underway for
Mr. Boudreau to address Westfield
secondary students during the day.
The evening program will also in-
clude presentations from young
drug court participants from the
Union County Prosecutors Office
in conjunction with Carol M.
Berger, Esq., Criminal Justice Liai-
son of Community Education Cen-
ters, Inc.

In addition, two speakers will lead
break-out sessions relating how
their lives changed when their loved
ones were killed by drunk drivers.
The Westfield High School Dream
Team, Prevention Links, Westfield
Municipal Alliance, and the
Westfield High School Guidance
Department also will participate in
the event. Children younger than
high school age should be accom-
panied by a parent or guardian.

Renowned Artists to
Lecture at UCC

CRANFORD – On Wednesday,
March 23, Union County College
will be host world-renowned artists
Joanna Quinn and Les Mills of Beryl
Productions International Ltd. They
will be presenting an animated, mul-
timedia Visiting Artist Lecture en-
titled “Drawings that Move” at 1 p.m.
in the Roy Smith Theater on the
College’s Cranford Campus.

This lecture event will focus on
their careers as artists and designers
and will highlight their internation-
ally recognized design and film ani-
mation work. Joanna Quinn and Les
Mills presented at the College in May
2007.

This lecture is free and open to the
public and all are encouraged to at-
tend. This educational, cultural, and
creative event is being sponsored by
the English/Fine Arts/Modern Lan-
guages Department of Union County
College, along with the support of the
College Educational Programs Advi-
sory Committee (CEPAC), the Stu-
dent Government Association, and the
Union County College Art Society.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS - FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Scotch Plains -
Fanwood Public Schools, Evergreen Av-
enue and Cedar Street, Scotch Plains,
07076, Union County, New Jersey, for the
following:

CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES

Bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud on March 30, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.
prevailing time.

Bids must be made on the proposal
forms in the manner designated, enclosed
in a separate sealed envelope with name
and address of bidder and “CS2012” noted
on the outside, and must be accompanied
by a Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or
Bid Bond drawn to the order of the Board
of Education for not less than ten percent
(10%) of the amount of the bid, but in no
case in excess of $20,000.00, and must
be delivered to the Secretary of the Board
of Education, or the Board’s designated
representative at the above place on or
before the hour named. The Board of
Education assumes no responsibility for
bids mailed or misdirected in delivery.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof.

The Board reserves the right to reject
bids in accordance with 18A:18A-22.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contracts Law” and with any
other Federal and New Jersey State statu-
ettes not specified herein.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27, and N.J.S.A. 10:5-36
et seq.

Specifications and full information may
be obtained upon request at the Business
Office of the Scotch Plains - Fanwood
Board of Education, Evergreen Avenue &
Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
07076.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDU-
CATION OF THE SCOTCH PLAINS -
FANWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Anthony Del Sordi, Board Secretary
1 T - 3/17/11, The Times Fee: $49.47

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 11-04-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 184 AND CHAP-
TER 253 OF THE CODE OF
THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD TO REVISE THE
SCHEDULE OF FEES

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on March 8, 2011. This Ordinance
shall take effect immediately after final
passage and publication as required by
law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 3/17/11, The Times Fee: $17.34

Driftwood Wins
National Award

CLARK - The Literary magazine,
Driftwood, published by Mother Se-
ton Regional High School, was re-
cently awarded first place in the
American Scholastic Press Associa-
tion Competition.

Mother Seton publishes Driftwood
every May and includes student-pro-
duced poetry, prose, artwork, and
photography. Mother Seton students
also handle all other aspects of put-
ting together and publishing the liter-
ary magazine, including the editing
process, layout, cover art, and every-
thing else that goes between two cov-
ers.

The editors of the 2010 edition of
Driftwood were Jatinder Dhami, Edi-
tor-in-Chief; Anudeep Grewal and
Vivian Min, Layout Editors; and
Lorraine Cambria and Caitlin Duffy,
copyeditors. Advisor of the publica-
tion is Melissa Larson, an English
teacher at Mother Seton.

County to Offer Archery Safety
Lessons at Oak Ridge Park

CLARK, NJ – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounces that archery safety classes
will be available for people who would
like to learn the basics of archery. The
safety lessons will be conducted at the
Union County Archery Range at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark.

Each archery course is two hours
long and consists of a safety training
session followed by hands-on instruc-
tion at the range. The fee is $20 per
person. There will be a minimum of
eight and a maximum of 24 partici-
pants per class.

Archery equipment is provided by
the County of Union. The lessons are
taught by a trained and certified USA
Archery Instructor and/or a trained
and certified 4-H National Archery
Instructor.

Twelve new group archery lesson
times have been scheduled on: Sun-
day, April 17, at 2 p.m; Sunday, May
15, at 2 p.m; Sunday, May 22, at 2 p.m;
Wednesday, May 25, at 6 p.m; Sun-
day, June 5, at 2 p.m; Sunday, June 26,
at 10 a.m; Sunday, July 10, at 10 a.m;
Wednesday, July 13, at 6 p.m; Wednes-
day, July 27, at 6 p.m; Wednesday,
August 10, at 6 p.m; Sunday, Sept. 11,
at 2 p.m; Sunday, Sept. 25, at 2 p.m.

After successful completion of the

lesson and a safety questionnaire, par-
ticipants are qualified to purchase a
Union County Archery Range ID card
that permits them to use Union
County’s Archery Range through De-
cember 31. The archery range is open
daily, dawn to dusk.

Anyone who has already completed
an accredited archery safety course
can call (908) 527-4900 for informa-
tion about purchasing a Union County
Archery Range ID Card.

The fee for the ID card is $20 for
adult Union County residents and $10
for youths and seniors. The Union
County fee also applies to residents of
Edison. The ID card fee for all other
out-of-county residents is $30 for
adults and $15 for youths and seniors.

Archery Safety class space is lim-
ited, so reservations are required. Any-
one interested in learning the safe use
of a bow and arrow should call the
reservation desk at the Union County
Department of Parks and Community
Renewal at 908-527-4900. Registra-
tion for an archery safety class is on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Private family and small group les-
sons for eight or fewer people also
are available. Please call 908-654-
9854 to schedule a private small group
lesson.

Edison Revised
Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Due to a program
error at Edison Intermediate School,
the following names were omitted
from the Honor Roll published in the
February 24 edition of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Distinguished Honor Roll  Grade 7
Maggie Ahern, Ife Campbell, Michelle

Ciampa, Julia DiBella, Julia Frontero,
Danielle Gabuzda, Alex Gold, Yeoun Ju
Kim, Jake Klofta, Amanda Mo, Merve
Pekdemir, Marcella Sabino

Grade 8
Sophie Bass, Paige Carlin, Bryan

Evans, Jason Liu, Jian Hong Liu, Rachel
Logan, Natalie Marcotullio, Jack Rose,
Michela Sabba, Hermes Suen, Nina
Wang, Mikayla Williams, Eli Wirtshafter

Honor Roll Grade 7
Robert Abbott, Sophia Alvarez, Isaac

Amador, Dante Anastario, Quentin
Barbarat, Sydney Barber, Noelle
Blackford, Sarah Broughton, Ryan
Daniel, Theodore Dannevig, Evan Davis,
Abigail Demers, Tyler Faris, Sara Fetter,
Jared Foley, Michael Healey, Kelly Jiang,
Celeste Loffredo, Erica Maldonado,
Felicia Mermer, Lillian Metzger, Allyson
Morgenthal, Kathleen Nogan, Shannon
O’Donnell, Ethan Prevoznak, Mackey
Rembisz, Amelia Ritter, Connor Russell,
Alexa Stiles, Evan Trott, Gillian Wadman,
Justin Yoon

Grade 8
Benjamin Bass, John Birle, Julie

Brownstone, Joshua Capistrano, Alyssa
Cox, Amanda Durante, Daniela Durst,
Matthew Gaudin, Lyaman Gilman, Jaime
Gunchar, Kevin Irving, Benjamin Kim,
Conor Krueger, Jonathan Lee, Katherine
Margolies, Megan Mondon, Julian Mone,
Christopher Nicholls, Brooke Pfaus,
Samantha Riley, Noelle Rosa, Alison
Serpico, Michael Tivenan, Kristen Toth

Union Catholic to Host
Annual Tricky Tray

SCOTCH PLAINS - Union Catho-
lic High School will be hosting their
annual Tricky Tray on Friday, April 1.

Doors will open at 5:30 p.m. All
entrance tickets must be purchased
prior to the event. The cost of admis-
sion is $15 and advanced prize tick-
ets are available for purchase. This is
always a sold out event.

For additional information, please
call (908) 889-1600 ext. 304.

Edison to Present
Musical Grease

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-
ate School will present Grease March
17 – 19 in the school auditorium
located at 800 Rahway Avenue.

The cast brings this lively and funny
musical to the Edison stage for a
Rock ‘n’ Rolling evening of enter-
tainment sure to be a winner.

Ticket prices are $10 at the door.
Thursday, March 17, is an elemen-
tary student and senior citizen mati-
nee at 4 p.m. All seats are $5, no
reserved seating.

For more information, call (908)
789-6134.

Local Student Named
to Loyola Dean’s List
BALTIMORE, MD – Loyola Uni-

versity Maryland has announced the
members of its Fall 2010 Dean’s List.
In order to qualify for the Dean’s List
at Loyola, a student must have a GPA
of at least 3.5 with a minimum of 15
credits. The following local student
has achieved this honor:

Stephanie Baliko, of Fanwood,
Class of 2014.

In The March 10 edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and article
about Elaine Bromka had Carol
Cambell’s name spelled incorrectly.

Terrill Middle School Participates in Read-In
SCOTCH PLAINS - On February

28, students at Terrill Middle School
in Scotch Plains participated in the
22nd National African American
Read-In. The event was organized by
Media Specialist, Barbara Madurski.

Fifth graders were treated to a
reading in the Media Center, of the
award winning book, “Rosa,” writ-
ten by Nikki Giovanni and illus-
trated by Brian Collier.

Guest readers included Principal
Kevin Holloway and Assistant Prin-
cipal Ralph Gerace.

Inspired by the reading, students
created posters on heroes in history
and everyday life. Students in grades
six, seven, and eight read other se-
lections by African American au-
thors such as Walter Dean Myers,
Nikki Grimes, Langston Hughes,
Patricia McKissack, and Jacqueline
Woodson.

INSPIRED READING...Students at Terrill Middle School created posters of
heroes from history and everyday life.

More Education
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Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage proudly congratulates our Sales Associates who achieved membership in the 

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award® at the Gold, Silver and Bronze levels for their outstanding achievements in 2010.

Their commitment to truly remarkable service delivered truly remarkable results for our buyers and sellers. 

We look forward to serving your residential real estate needs in 2011!

� 2010 NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®

�

Gold: $15 Million in Sales & 25 Units Silver: $7.5 Million in Sales & 20 Units Bronze: $3 Million in Sales & 15 Units

Extraordinary Professionals

Simply The Best

ROSALYN “ROZ” ALEXANDER
BRONZE

KATHLEEN GOULDEYELAINE DEMYENPATRICIA CONNOLLYFRANCESCA AZZARA

ELIZABETH A. BATAILLE
GOLD

BETH E. SULLIVAN
SILVER

CATHY SPLINTER
SILVER

CAROL TENER
GOLD

JOYCE TAYLOR
GOLD

DIANE S. KONTRA SHERRIE L. NATKOJULIE M. MURPHYJODI LUMINIELLOSHARON A. LIES

MARY ELLEN O’BOYLE ANNE WEBERNANCY JEAN G. WALKERJILL SKIBINSKYANNE SANK-DAVIS

BRONZE BRONZE BRONZE BRONZE

BRONZE BRONZE BRONZE BRONZE BRONZE

BRONZE BRONZE BRONZE BRONZE BRONZE
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield - The aroma of meat pies
that wafted through Westfield High
School (WHS) last weekend didn’t
emanate from a home economics
room, but from the stage where a
production of Stephen Sondheim’s
musical thriller Sweeney Todd, the
Demon Barber of Fleet Street was
served up deliciously.

 Westfield High School Theatre
Department’s amazing production
opens with “The Ballad of Sweeney
Todd” where a ghoulishly made-up
street chorus sings while staring down
the audience. “Attend the tale of
Sweeney Todd; he served a dark and
a vengeful god,” they foreshadow.
The specific musical notes they sing
run through the labyrinth of this
tale, finding their way in an under-
current in later numbers – “By the
Sea” and “Not While I’m Around” –
to remind the listener that this is,
indeed, an ominous tale.

A fog-shrouded, brown two-tiered
stage created by Roy Chambers sets
the tone for the tale of Benjamin
Barker, alias Sweeney Todd (Peter
Surace), who returns to London af-
ter 15 years of unjust imprisonment
on trumped up charges. Sweeney
talks with his former landlady Mrs.
Lovett (Catalina Gaglioti), a pur-
veyor of “The worst pies in London”
made mostly of feral cats, and she
recognizes her former tenant. She
reveals that Sweeney’s beautiful
young wife Lucy (Mary Barber)
poisoned herself after being raped
by Judge Turpin (Garrett Verdone),
the man who wrongly imprisoned

Sweeney. Sweeney vows revenge.
Now sometimes revenge is justi-

fied. Sometimes it’s sweet. For
Sweeney, it will be “bloody” satisfy-
ing. Crazed by the whole ordeal, he
plans to morph his barber chair into a
home-made guillotine for the judge,
but along the way gets to test out his
plan on a number of other clients.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHARING A DREAM…Benjamin Barker, aka Sweeney Todd, (Peter Surace) shares his maniacal plot of revenge with his
landlord Mrs. Lovett (Catalina Gaglioti) in the Sondheim musical Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of Fleet Street.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and
The Times

CELESTIAL LIGHT…Seemingly
bathed in light from above are the
ghostly figures of Sweeney Todd (Peter
Surace), Mrs. Lovett (Catalina
Gaglioti) and Tobi (Matt Lynn).

When he and Mrs. Lovett ponder
how to get rid of the bodies as they
start to pile up, a tasty new ingredient
is added to those greasy meat pies.

The former idealism of Sweeney
is present in the young sailor An-
thony Hope (Christopher Morrissey),
his savior and friend. Throughout
the play Sweeney’s brooding, evil
spirit is countered by Anthony’s exu-
berance and optimism. Ironically,
Anthony has a “love at first sight”
experience with Johanna (Olivia
Ryan), the judge’s ward as well as
Sweeney’s daughter, as they sing the
hauntingly lovely “Greenfinch and
Linnet Bird” and “Ah, Miss.”

 Throughout Act I a Beggar
Woman (Rebecca Skowron) accosts
both Sweeney and Anthony and re-
peatedly asks the older man, “Hey,
don’t I know you?” Unfortunately,
Sweeney finds out too late that he
does.

 In the scene “Pirelli’s Miracle
Elixir,” Tobias Ragg (Matt Lynn)
rouses the street crowd with a shav-
ing contest between Sweeney and
another barber, Adolfo Pirelli (Peter
Carmo). Basically, the contest is
Sweeney’s way of wowing the crowd
and offering a free shave to Beadle
Bamford (Michael Kirkland) who
will lead him to the judge.

Meanwhile, the judge recognizes
that his ward Johanna is growing up
before his eyes and proposes they
marry. When she rebuffs him, she’s
locked in the insane asylum of Jonas
Fogg (Adam Ziering) who is pretty
crazy himself. Anthony, posing as a
wig maker, visits Fogg’s asylum to
release Johanna. They escape with
her life, but by the show’s end, a
number of others lose theirs.

Throughout the production, each
little piece notches into the cog that
turns the wheels of what the pro-
tagonist thinks is justice. Unfortu-
nately, cruelty of fate has the last
laugh as Sweeney’s sins have killed
the only thing he ever loved.

 This most definitely is not your
grandmother’s musical. Written by
Hugh Wheeler with music and lyrics
by Stephen Sondheim, Sweeney Todd
blooms with blood-spurting dark
humor that frequently straddles a
sick but humorous edge. And then
there is that glorious, dissonant,
Stephen Sondheim music with lyr-
ics that push and poke the audience
with vicious, dissonant chords.

Some aficionados consider this
score his best. It is presented mag-
nificently by musical director John
Brzozowski guiding the 20 students
and 10 adults in an exemplary or-
chestra to provide a seamless musi-
cal fabric for the night that is 80
percent orchestral music played un-
der dialogue or sung.

Sweeney Todd is not a role that
many older men are fit to play. It’s
almost unthinkable that a high school
senior could do it justice. But Peter
Surace brings the requisite anger,
evil and power to the role with men-
acing looks, titanic voice and stat-
ure. He is scary.

 Catalina Gaglioti steals the show
in her wonderfully bizarre, bawdy

portrayal of Mrs. Lovett as she drives
home a point with exact comic tim-
ing. Her song, “The Worst Pies in
London,” is hysterical and performed
with ease despite a rhythm pattern
that could make one’s head spin
faster than a baker’s rolling pin. The
heartbreaking “Not While I’m
Around” sung with the talented Matt
Lynn, is made more poignant in
knowing that Mrs. Lovett has evil
lurking in the breast to which she
embraces Tobi.

Often an overlooked yet impor-
tant, pivotal role, the Beggar Woman,
is played vocally right on target by
Rebecca Skowron, who plays the
role hunched over the entire time
she is on stage. Olivia Ryan’s clear,
bright soprano tone as Johanna is
exquisite in “Green Birds and Lin-
net Birds.”

 Christopher Morrissey, Michael
Kirkland and Garrett Verdone’s voices
and acting are mature well beyond
their years. In the role of Pirelli, Peter
Carmo proves he can sing, move,
master accents, and comedy.

 Director Daniel Devlin has topped
himself in the selection and casting
of this production that stretches the
imagination of each actor. There isn’t
a teen up there that doesn’t have a
character back story or purpose for
moving an inch on the stage.

 Choreographer Samantha Hahn
uses clever choreographed move-
ment in the big numbers that involve
the chorus. Especially unique and
captivating are the staging of the
songs, “Pirelli’s Miracle Elixir” and
“God That’s Good.”

 Michael Kimmel and Lisa
Weinshrott’s lighting design is one
of the best you’ll see in any the-
ater—professional or regional. Dark
and sullen, with heaven sent beams
of light, it advances the show’s eerie
mood.

This production is one that will
long be remembered as one of the
all-time best in showcasing WHS’s
young talent, the stars of tomorrow’s
professional stage and screen.

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL 

cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click 
on Online Calendar, or call 

908.789.4090 press 0.

It’s your Library …  
Make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

The Westfield Memorial    
Library presents 

Rave On! 
The Rock ‘n Roll   

Music of
Buddy Holly 

Rave On! shows are high-energy performances 
of the best of the Rock ’n Roll era. Hear the 
music of Buddy Holly and other famous acts of 
the ’50s. This timeless music influenced the 
Beatles, and continues to influence today’s art-
ists such as Bruce Springsteen, the Rolling 
Stones and others. Come early for good seats.

Wednesday, March 23  7:00 pm 

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

FRESH AND SILK FLOWERS • GIFTS • HOME DECOR • GREETING CARDS

WHAT DOES YOUR FRONT DOOR SAY?

Choose from our large selection of silk wreaths

or let us create one just for you and your door.

MAKE IT SAY WELCOME!

Mid-Day Musicales Concert to Feature
Roger Verdi and Martha Locker

 WESTFIELD - The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, continues its series of
Mid-Day Musicales concerts on
March 23 with a program by trom-
bonist Roger Verdi and pianist Martha
Locker. These free, half-hour con-
certs are presented on Wednesdays in
the church sanctuary and are fol-
lowed by an optional soup and sand-
wich lunch for $7.00.

Roger Verdi is an active free-lance
musician in the New York /New Jersey
area.  He is a founding member of the
Modern Brass Quintet, and has per-
formed with that ensemble at the 92nd
Street Y, Merkin Hall, the Kosciuszko
Foundation, the Lincoln Center Library,
as well as many other venues.  Mr.
Verdi has traveled the United States
many times. His CDs, “Looking Ahead:
Works for Trombone,” released in 2007,
and “Taking Steps: Works for Trom-
bone,” released in 2009, have won criti-
cal acclaim and sold internationally.
His third, “Almost Home,” was re-
leased last summer.

Pianist Martha Locker leads a busy
and diverse musical life, performing as
a soloist and chamber musician in both
the United States and abroad. As a
soloist, Ms. Locker has performed with
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra,
the Knoxville Symphony Orchestra,
the Westmoreland Symphony and the

New York University Symphony Or-
chestra.  Their program on March 23
includes works by Barat, Sulek, and
Mahler.

For further information or to make
optional luncheon reservations, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CORNY…TV show host Corny Collins (Matt Zawodniak)  proudly presents his
“Nicest Kids in Town” after the cast danced up a storm in SPFHS Repertory
Theatre’s  Hairspray running tonight through March 19.

SPFHS Repertory Theatre’s

Hairspray
Upcoming performances will be

held on Thursday, March 17, 7 p.m.,
Friday, March 18, 8 p.m., and Satur-
day, March 19, 8 p.m.

Look for the  full review in the
Thursday, March 24, edition of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
Don’t miss the show that critic’s are
calling “fast-paced and lively.”

All performances are held at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School located
at 667 Westfield Road. Tickets can be
purchased by e-mailing
Reptix@verizon.net.

‘Bloody’ Good Sweeney at Westfield High
School Spellbinds Audiences

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE HOT PIES…the raucous crowd in Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber of
Fleet Street, Westfield High School  Theatre Department’s musical production,
wants to know Mrs. Lovett’s secret ingredient to her delicious pies. The Stephen
Sondheim musical, directed by Daniel Devlin, featured a stellar student and adult
orchestra, conducted by John Brzozowski.

WF Art Association to
Meet March 27

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Art
Association will meet on Sunday,
March 27, from 2- 4:00 p.m. and will
host a demonstration by artist Denise
Karabinus Telang.

This meeting is open to the public
and will be held in the Community
Room located at 425 East Broad
Street. The community room has a
ramp for the disadvantaged.Denise Karabinus Telang’s - My Guts

Disney Live! At MSG to
Feature SP Native

NEW YORK, N.Y. - Brad Ross of
Scotch Plains will perform as an illu-
sionist in Disney Live! at New York
City’s Theater at Madison Square
Garden March 17 - 20.

Dates for the upcoming shows are
as follows: Thursday, March 17, 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Friday, March 18, 11
a.m. and 7 p.m.; Saturday, March 19,
11 a.m., 2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.; and
Sunday, March 20, 11 a.m., 2 p.m.
and 6:30 p.m.

For tickets, call Ticketmaster
Charge By Phone at (800)745-3000.
To learn more about Disney Live!,
visit www.disneylive.com.
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