
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, July 14, 2011 Page E-3

goleader.com online exclusive

Berkeley Heights Downs WF White, 4-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

WF Blue Tops So. Orange/Maplewood, 9-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

scored) banged an RBI single to left
and later scored on Mike Ukrainskij’s
hit-and-run RBI single. Ukrainskij
would finish 2-for-2 with three RBI.

The Villagers answered with a run
in the second. Bradley lined a single
to left, stole second and slipped to
third on a passed ball. After Cruz
fanned Phil Major, Tom O’Connor
rolled an RBI groundout to short.
Tom Fetner and Mike Burke followed
with lined singles off the leftfield
fence, but Cruz struck out the next
batter.

The Villagers had more action go-
ing in the third. Hunter Reynolds (2
runs scored), Quinn Krais and Niggli
all singled to load the bases with one
out. Bradley lofted an RBI sacrifice
fly to tie the score, 2-2. In an effort to
give his team the momentum, Krais,
who was on second, attempted to
steal third, but his move came a step
too soon, and Cruz, who had not
began his delivery, picked him off as
he slid into third.

“We tried a double steal with two
outs. Probably not by-the-book base-
ball, but we wanted to get the runners
moving to get runners at second and
third with our [number] five hitter

up,” Villager Head Coach Bill Krais
explained. “It didn’t work out. Some-
times that happens, and Westfield
didn’t let their opportunities slip
away.”

LaCorte strutted to the mound in
the fourth and fanned two of the three
batters he faced. In the bottom of the
inning, Westfield’s first big opportu-
nity knocked when Nieswenter and
LaCorte walked and Cruz was hit in
the back to load the bases with no-
body out. Ukrainskij stepped up and
launched a two-run double to center
to give the Blue a 4-2 lead.

After LaCorte retired all three bat-
ters in the fifth, Westfield’s offense
yanked the door wide open. Zach
Rabinowitz and Patrick Chirichella
drew walks. Both runners advanced
on a wild pitch then Connor Scanlon
slapped a two-run single to left. James
Friel walked. Arthur Xaio rapped an
RBI single to left. During a series of
throwing errors, Friel scored and Xaio
advanced to third. LaCorte drilled an
RBI single to right, making the score,
9-2.

“It was one of the few times this
year where we actually took advan-
tage when we got some breaks. That’s

what good teams normally do. We
haven’t done that too much up until
this point. That’s a good sign,” Coach
Friel said.

“You walk a guy on four pitches,
the pitcher gets down and the fielders
fall asleep. You can’t load up the
bases with nobody out. You can’t put
a runner on third with nobody out.
It’s hard to come back from that, and
we didn’t,” Coach Krais said.

LaCorte’s only blemish on the
mound came in the sixth when he
ceded a leadoff walk to Reynolds,
who managed to score on Niggli’s
ground out to second.

“The defense was solid. The bats
did wake up. The last time our bats
were very, very quiet. This [Villag-
ers] is a first-placed team. Up until
today, they were the class of our
division. Hopefully, we are trying to
take a little bit back from them. They
were outmatching us up until this
point in time, so this is a big, big win
for us,” Coach Friel said. “Before
today’s game we were middle of the
pack. Today’s game, I think the kids
found their swagger.”
So Orange 011 001 3
Westfield 200 25x 9

runs in the second. Jimmy Raymond
singled, eventually advanced to third
and scored on Joseph Henry’s suc-
cessful bunt. Andrew Aguilera singled
then Henry later scored on a wild
throw past third. Varano singled for
Westfield in the bottom of the inning,
but got gunned down by Baroff, the
catcher, while attempting to steal sec-
ond.

“It was a tremendous game. These
guys challenged us. They hung in
there the whole game. We pitched
well. A lot of great defense! It’s a
pleasure to play these guys,” Coach
Doren said.

Both teams’ defenses sparkled for
the remainder of the game. The High-
lander infield, especially shortstop
Doren, was solid. Westfield short-
stop Alex Pansini snagged a hopping
bullet off the bat of Dan Tomlinson to
record an out, and Hannah Liddy
made a great catch at the centerfield
fence.

“Hannah Liddy made a tremen-
dous catch at the fence on her horse to
get back there. She and Cullen Birkel

made the All-Star team this year.
Alex has been very solid at short-
stop. He showed why he plays there
on that play,” Coach Ripperger said.

Westfield’s offense came to life in
the fourth inning. Trevor McNamara
walked and stole second. Liddy laced
an RBI single to deep center. Bartok
singled then stole second to put both
runners in scoring position with one
out. Unfortunately for Westfield, the
next two batters struck out. In the
fifth, Birkel singled then was thrown
out at second on a freaky force play.
Next, with Varano on second,
Humphrey hammered an RBI double
to left to narrow the score to 4-2.
Highlander closer Savage then
slammed the door in the sixth inning.

“The first two or three innings, I
think we batted one over the mini-
mum. After that, we got things go-
ing. Hits begat hits, and they slowly
started to figure it out, but we did
have some bad at-bats. We left some
good pitches go with two strikes on
us. We probably had two or three K’s
looking. That’s the difference in the
game, when you have guys on base
with one or two outs and you need to
get them in,” Coach Ripperger
pointed out.

“The game was played really well
defensively by both teams. We are
happy with that, and we are happy to
get another win. It keeps us in first
place,” Coach Doren said.

“We played a very good team. We
have never beaten Berkeley Heights
in the five years that we played them.
We have come very close. Five of our
last six games have been within one
or two runs. They won the champion-
ship two out of the last three years.
They don’t beat themselves. They
did not have an error today. Anything
that was hit anywhere near their play-
ers, they caught,” Coach Ripperger
said.
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Westfield White 000 110 2
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO INTENTIONS OF BEING CAUGHT OFF BASE…Westfield Blue’s Jack Nieswenter, right, quickly dives back to first
base before South Orange/Maplewood first baseman Hunter Reynolds, No. 7, can catch the pickoff attempt by pitcher Chase
Bradley in the fourth inning at Gumbert 2 Field on July 9.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE THREAT…Westfield White’s Hannah Liddy taps a foul ball in the game against Berkeley
Heights at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield. Liddy rapped an RBI single in the fourth inning, then made a great catch at the
centerfield fence in the sixth inning.


