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Millburn 12s Stun Cranford Cougars, 7-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Millers demonstrated their first
act of base-running prowess in the top
of the first inning when Nico Mottesi
reach first on a fielder’s choice, stole
second and third and scored on Brian
Lannino’s RBI double to leftfield.

Smith singled and stole a base in the
bottom of the inning, but Cranford
failed to score. But in the second,
Ryan Bakie walloped a leadoff solo
home run into the parking lot to arouse
the Cougars. With Sean Leonard on
first base, Jack Schelelich singled to
right, putting runners on first-and-
third. Schetelich stole second then
Maglino drilled a two-run single to
right to give the Cougars a 3-1 lead.
Oblachinski singled. Maglino ad-
vanced to third and attempted to score
on a slow grounder to third, but he was
nailed on a fine throw to the plate.

Millburn came on strong in the
third. Kyle Mangold and Ryan
Adelman (2 runs scored) each singled.
Mottesi reached first on a throwing

error then Mangold scored on a wild
pitch. Nortillo stepped to the plate
and hammered a three-run homer over
the centerfield fence.

Alert base running earned the Mill-
ers another run in the fourth when
Jordan Brisgel walked, stole second
and third, and scored on a passed ball.
In the fifth, Adelman walked, stole
second and third, and scored on an-
other passed ball.

“We had some rough pitching. One
inning they got a walk. The kid stole
second, stole third and a passed ball
went home. Same thing in the next
inning! I tell the kids you can’t give up
walks and you can’t give four and five
outs in an inning. There were a couple
of times where we were one pitch of
getting out of the inning, and the young
boy hit the ball over the fence. That
was a shot. Ryan Bakie hit a shot too,”
Coach Oblachinski said.

“They were getting a good read
actually off the left-handed pitcher
too. It was good. We just started play-
ing 50/70 [70 feet between bases].
We spent so much time on it, and the
kids are picking it up. That makes
you feel good,” Coach Ford said.

“Those kids were fast. They got
around the bases fast. We played our
hearts out. I told my kids, when we
were here a month ago, I thought for
sure that we would be going to states,”
Coach Oblachinski said.

The Cougars did have an opportu-
nity in the bottom of the fifth. Thomas
Feeney singled, Bakie was intention-
ally walked and Leonard walked to
load the bases with two outs, but a
popup to short ended the threat.

“We were fortunate when we were
down 7-3, we loaded the bases, and
we were one pitch away from, maybe,
getting a grand slam. I was a little
taken back by the intentional walk
with 12-year-olds, but I guess it is
baseball. They were up by four runs.
Even if the kid hits a home run, it’s
still a two-run lead. It’s hard to beat
the same team twice in a tourna-
ment,” Coach Oblichinski said.
“Good luck to Millburn! They are
going to the states.”
Millburn White 104 110 7
Cranford 030 000 3

HUMPHREY CRACKS RBI DOUBLE, LIDDY RBI SINGLE

Berkeley Heights 12s Hold Off
WF White 12s in Baseball, 4-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Berkeley Heights (B.H.) demon-
strated why it is the top team in the
Central Jersey 12U Baseball League
but the little Highlanders had to en-
dure a strong challenge from
Westfield White to pull out a 4-2
victory at Gumbert 3 Field in
Westfield on July 7.

Both teams received strong perfor-
mances from their pitchers and both
teams got solid performances from
their defenses. B.H. starting pitcher
Dan Kramer allowed just one hit and
walked only one, while striking out
two in his three innings. Kevin Keegan
pitched the fourth and fifth innings,
giving up two runs and four hits,
while walking one and fanning four.
Closer Sean Savage got all three bat-
ters out in the final inning.

“Those two guys are probably our
four and our five starters. Our one

and twos went last night, so we were
hoping we were able to get through
this game then we brought in Mariano
[Rivera of the Yankees],” B.H. Head
Coach Mike Doren said jokingly of
Savage.

Westfield starting pitcher Matt
Varano tossed the first three innings.
Although he allowed just one hit and
a walk in the first inning and two hits
and a walk in the second, Berkeley
Heights managed to score twice in
each frame. He settled down in the
third and yielded only a walk. Ian
Humphrey pitched the next three in-
nings and held B.H. scoreless, while
allowing just two hits and two walks.

“Both pitchers pitched excellently.
We actually played very good de-
fense behind Ian Humphrey. With
Matt [Varano], we were a little loose
defensively those first two innings,”
said Westfield Head Coach John
Ripperger, who added, “It seems, at

times, with home game when we bat
second, we let up a couple of runs
someway or another and get behind
right away then we have to play from
behind and we play tighter. We seem
to be a much better visiting team,
because we get on the board right
away, everyone loosens up and ev-
eryone is ready to hit.”

Highlander Vinny Doren drew a
leadoff walk in the top of the first
inning and stole second base. Kramer
chopped a single past short and Dan
Baroff grounded out to first as Doren
scored. Kramer then scored when
Savage’s fly ball to leftfield was
dropped. In Westfield’s half of the
inning, Owen Bartok (1-for-1) walked
and stole second, but Kramer fanned
the next batter for the second out and
got Owen Kessler to ground out to
third base.

The Highlanders added their other
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING HIS DELIVERY…Cranford Cougar pitcher Garrett Forrestal makes his delivery in the Cal Ripken District 12
semifinal game against Millburn at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on July 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIELDING THE THROW FROM THE PLATE…Cranford Cougar third baseman Brian Papa, left, fields the throw from
catcher Sean Leonard as Millburn Miller Nico Mottesi steals third in the first inning of the Cal Ripken District 12 semifinal
game at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIRRING UP A HUGE CLOUD OF DUST…Berkeley Heights base runner Vinny Doren, No. 7, stirs up a huge cloud of
dust as he steals second base at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield. Westfield White shortstop Alex Pansini, No. 6, fields the ball.


