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Millburn Stuns Cranford Cougars, 7-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Berkeley Heights Holds Off WF White, 4-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Ciccotelli Retired but Continues Coaching
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
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Don

Villane

RANCH

Westfield. Well Maintained, Spacious 3 BR, 2.1 BA Ranch on a very
private cul-de-sac adjacent to Tamaques Park. One floor living has an
open staircase to a large finished basement w/guest room/office, rec/
TV room, workshop & Mud/laundry room. Plenty of walk-in closets
& storage space. FR has cathedral ceilings & skylights for plenty of
natural light. Great room sizes and open floor plan. Fenced in rear yard
with patio and play area. Beautifully cared for mature trees.

Pauline

Sebolao

SPLIT

Westfield. This Split has 3 Bedrooms and 2.5 Baths. The entry hall
leads to a LR/DR combination. The EIK`s sliders open to a deck with a
privacy fence overlooking the fenced-in yard. The upstairs has the MBR
w/full bath, 2 other Bedrooms and Main Bath. The lower level features
a FR w/sliders onto a private patio, a powder room and laundry closet. The
fin basement has a rec room with an additional room with a wall length
closet which can be used as an exercise room, office or guest rm.

Adie

Shaalan

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. Well maintained 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial
home situated on a large lot featuring hardwood floors, living room,
formal dining room, family room, recently renovated eat-in kitchen,
spacious bedrooms and a finished basement. Amenities include recently
remodeled baths, 3-zone baseboard heating & CAC. The professionally
landscaped property, with underground sprinkler system, has a lovely
deck and paver patio. All this in a great location!

Associate of the Month

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 7/17  1-5PM

Westfield. Charming 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial on a quiet
dead-end street. Eat-In-Kitchen, Large Living Room and Formal
Dining Room with hardwood floors. Wood burning Fireplace in
Living Room. First floor has 1/2 bath. Full bath done `08. Newer
furnace and roof. Detached garage, Park like property (80x125)
convenient location for schools, transportation and town! Directions:
Rahway Avenue to Dorian Road to Dorian Court #517.

Martha

Schilling
Tatyana

Averbukh

EXPANDED RANCH

Scotch Plains. 6 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Expanded Ranch nestled in the
Watchung Resevations. 1st floor Master Bedroom with Bath and
Walk-In closets, hardwood floors, updated Eat-In-Kitchen with newer
appliances, Formal Dining Room, wood burning fireplaces in Living
Room and Family Room. Finished, walkout basement, Central Air
and 2 car attached oversized garage.

Susan

Devaney

COLONIAL SPLIT LEVEL

Scotch Plains. Charming 4 Bedroom 2.5 Bath on cul-de-sac.
Elegant entry, curving wall to Living Room with fireplace, Eat In
Kitchen, cozy Family Room, Large 3-season Sun Room, Dining
Room with sliders to deck, in-ground pool with protective fence
surround, attic accessed by pull-down stairs with whole-house fan, 2-
car attached garage, basement with large workshop area, separate
laundry room; separate recreation area, plus storage.

After his exposure to the private
sector, Ciccotelli went back to
Johnson Regional where he became
head coach in football and lacrosse
where he stayed until 1988.

“Even when I taught at Johnson, it
was close to getting riffed every year,
but they say my job was being head
lacrosse coach. I had no background in
lacrosse, by the way. But I had a great
assistant, who had a strong background.
We did very well,” Ciccotelli said.

Next, he stepped up to the Penn
State football program to coach the
secondary for a year under Joe Paterno.

After his one-year stay at Penn
State, Ciccotelli taught and coached
football at Sparta High School for
two years. Then in 1991, he arrived at
SPF to teach Health & Physical Edu-
cation and to become Head Coach of
the football Raiders.

“I have been at Scotch Plains 20
years and loved every minute of it. It
was a great place. I have been a foot-
ball coach my whole life, but the
teaching part was my main job. It was
the part I loved. The best part of the
job is working with kids, not just the
coaching part.

When I retired, there’s still mixed
emotions in that, because I love so
much working with kids. The Gover-
nor had a little bit to do with getting
out earlier than I wanted to. I am
going to miss that a lot. I wouldn’t
have stayed in it if I didn’t like going
to work. I would never, ever wake up
and not want to go to work. That’s the
teaching part. I really believe that
people who teach should have a pas-
sion for that job and care about the
kids they work with,” Ciccotelli em-
phasized.

Like he has for many summers,
Ciccotelli runs the weight room in the
morning at SPF.

“What I am proud of is that we train
all the athletes. We never treated any-
body differently. The summer pro-
gram historically was first put in for
football players, but we have all types
of people showing up from people,
who are not athletes who just want to
train, to all sports. Every kid knows
that they are welcome in that weight
room,” he said.

His retirement may not affect his
summer activities, but some adjust-
ments to his regular routine may occur

once the school year opens in the fall.
“As a teacher, most summers I

worked running the weight room, so
that hasn’t changed. I guess when it
will hit me is when everybody goes
back to school. It will be interesting to
see what I will do at that time. Hope-
fully, I will be around and be involved
with the school. To me it was great. I
love Scotch Plains,” he said.

Ciccotelli, however, is an avid
golfer, so there is a strong possibility
that he may spend some time ramp-
ing up his golf game.

“I do like to golf. It’s a hobby of
mine. As you get older, your body
can’t do all those things you used to
do. For me, it is not unreasonable to
golf. It was a game that was intro-
duced to me by my father. My broth-
ers play also. It’s a good game to get
out,” he said.

Ciccotelli has a son Steve, an ALJ
graduate who lives in Clark, and a
daughter Jamie, who lives in Colonia.
His son, a personal trainer and man-
ager of a sports club, has two sons,
Steven and Ryan, and a St. Bernard.
Steve’s daughter has a one-year-old
daughter Payton Ann.

out six Millers, while allowing four
walks. Starter Nick Maldinado
pitched the first two innings for the
Millers. Lannino pitched the next
three, and Tyler Nortillo closed in the
sixth inning. The trio yielded only
three walks, while striking out four.

“They gave what we stress, was to
throw strikes and make them beat us,
because we have the defense to make
the plays. And that’s what we did,”
Coach Ford explained.

The Millers demonstrated their first
act of base-running prowess in the
top of the first inning when Nico
Mottesi reach first on a fielder’s
choice, stole second and third and
scored on Brian Lannino’s RBI double
to leftfield.

Smith singled and stole a base in the
bottom of the inning, but Cranford
failed to score. But in the second,
Ryan Bakie walloped a leadoff solo
home run into the parking lot to arouse
the Cougars. With Sean Leonard on
first base, Jack Schelelich singled to
right, putting runners on first-and-third.
Schetelich stole second then Maglino
drilled a two-run single to right to give
the Cougars a 3-1 lead. Oblachinski
singled. Maglino advanced to third
and attempted to score on a slow

grounder to third, but he was nailed on
a fine throw to the plate.

Millburn came on strong in the
third. Kyle Mangold and Ryan
Adelman (2 runs scored) each singled.
Mottesi reached first on a throwing
error then Mangold scored on a wild
pitch. Nortillo stepped to the plate
and hammered a three-run homer over
the centerfield fence.

Alert base running earned the Mill-
ers another run in the fourth when
Jordan Brisgel walked, stole second
and third, and scored on a passed ball.
In the fifth, Adelman walked, stole
second and third, and scored on an-
other passed ball.

“We had some rough pitching. One
inning they got a walk. The kid stole
second, stole third and a passed ball
went home. Same thing in the next
inning! I tell the kids you can’t give up
walks and you can’t give four and five
outs in an inning. There were a couple
of times where we were one pitch of
getting out of the inning, and the young
boy hit the ball over the fence. That
was a shot. Ryan Bakie hit a shot too,”
Coach Oblachinski said.

“They were getting a good read
actually off the left-handed pitcher
too. It was good. We just started play-

ing 50/70 [70 feet between bases].
We spent so much time on it, and the
kids are picking it up. That makes you
feel good,” Coach Ford said.

“Those kids were fast. They got
around the bases fast. We played our
hearts out. I told my kids, when we
were here a month ago, I thought for
sure that we would be going to states,”
Coach Oblachinski said.

The Cougars did have an opportu-
nity in the bottom of the fifth. Tho-
mas Feeney singled, Bakie was in-
tentionally walked and Leonard
walked to load the bases with two
outs, but a popup to short ended the
threat.

“We were fortunate when we were
down 7-3, we loaded the bases, and
we were one pitch away from, maybe,
getting a grand slam. I was a little
taken back by the intentional walk
with 12-year-olds, but I guess it is
baseball. They were up by four runs.
Even if the kid hits a home run, it’s
still a two-run lead. It’s hard to beat
the same team twice in a tourna-
ment,” Coach Oblichinski said. “Good
luck to Millburn! They are going to
the states.”
Millburn White 104 110 7
Cranford 030 000 3

someway or another and get behind
right away then we have to play from
behind and we play tighter. We seem
to be a much better visiting team,
because we get on the board right
away, everyone loosens up and ev-
eryone is ready to hit.”

Highlander Vinny Doren drew a
leadoff walk in the top of the first
inning and stole second base. Kramer
chopped a single past short and Dan
Baroff grounded out to first as Doren
scored. Kramer then scored when
Savage’s fly ball to leftfield was
dropped. In Westfield’s half of the
inning, Owen Bartok (1-for-1) walked
and stole second, but Kramer fanned
the next batter for the second out and
got Owen Kessler to ground out to
third base.

The Highlanders added their other
runs in the second. Jimmy Raymond
singled, eventually advanced to third
and scored on Joseph Henry’s suc-
cessful bunt. Andrew Aguilera singled
then Henry later scored on a wild
throw past third. Varano singled for
Westfield in the bottom of the inning,
but got gunned down by Baroff, the
catcher, while attempting to steal sec-
ond.

“It was a tremendous game. These
guys challenged us. They hung in

there the whole game. We pitched
well. A lot of great defense! It’s a
pleasure to play these guys,” Coach
Doren said.

Both teams’ defenses sparkled for
the remainder of the game. The High-
lander infield, especially shortstop
Doren, was solid. Westfield shortstop
Alex Pansini snagged a hopping bul-
let off the bat of Dan Tomlinson to
record an out, and Hannah Liddy
made a great catch at the centerfield
fence.

“Hannah Liddy made a tremen-
dous catch at the fence on her horse to
get back there. She and Cullen Birkel
made the All-Star team this year. Alex
has been very solid at shortstop. He
showed why he plays there on that
play,” Coach Ripperger said.

Westfield’s offense came to life in
the fourth inning. Trevor McNamara
walked and stole second. Liddy laced
an RBI single to deep center. Bartok
singled then stole second to put both
runners in scoring position with one
out. Unfortunately for Westfield, the
next two batters struck out. In the
fifth, Birkel singled then was thrown
out at second on a freaky force play.
Next, with Varano on second,
Humphrey hammered an RBI double
to left to narrow the score to 4-2.

Highlander closer Savage then
slammed the door in the sixth inning.

“The first two or three innings, I
think we batted one over the mini-
mum. After that, we got things going.
Hits begat hits, and they slowly started
to figure it out, but we did have some
bad at-bats. We left some good pitches
go with two strikes on us. We prob-
ably had two or three K’s looking.
That’s the difference in the game,
when you have guys on base with one
or two outs and you need to get them
in,” Coach Ripperger pointed out.

“The game was played really well
defensively by both teams. We are
happy with that, and we are happy to
get another win. It keeps us in first
place,” Coach Doren said.

“We played a very good team. We
have never beaten Berkeley Heights
in the five years that we played them.
We have come very close. Five of
our last six games have been within
one or two runs. They won the cham-
pionship two out of the last three
years. They don’t beat themselves.
They did not have an error today.
Anything that was hit anywhere near
their players, they caught,” Coach
Ripperger said.
Berkeley Heights 220 000 4
Westfield White 000 110 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT QUITE SUCCESSFUL STEALING SECOND…Westfield White’s Matt Varano, No. 26, gets caught stealing second
base as Berkeley Heights shortstop Vinny Doren makes the tag. Berkeley Heights held on to win, 4-2
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