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Matt Sontz Introduces His Candidacy
For Westfield Council Ward Three

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWIFT BOATING...Residents enjoy the challenge of canoe racing on the Rahway
River in Cranford on the July 4th holiday.

I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic
candidate for the Westfield Town
Council for the Third Ward. Although
I have already begun meeting many
of my fellow third ward residents, I
would like to introduce myself to you
and let you know about my candi-
dacy.

I live on Vernon Terrace (corner of
Central Avenue) with my wife and
children. My two sons attend
Jefferson School and the Westfield
YMCA Pre-School, respectively. I
have coached kindergarten and first
grade baseball. I have also circulated
and presented petitions to the
Westfield Town Council to restore
the crossing guard at Sycamore and
Central — and to move the Central
Avenue Pedestrian Crossing to a lo-
cation that makes sense. The cross-
ing guard at Sycamore and Central
was restored.

I previously ran for Town Council
in 2007, which was an extremely
rewarding experience.

My candidacy is about changing
the way our town council does busi-
ness, restoring fiscal responsibility,
restoring basic services, and making
our town council more responsive.

Our town now faces extraordinary
challenges that are the result of years
of questionable decision-making and
a failure to recognize our most im-
portant needs. Our town’s fire rating
has been lowered, our police force
and fire department are at their low-
est levels of staffing, our fire
department’s ladder truck sits dor-
mant in its garage, crossing guards
on Central Avenue have been re-
moved, pot holes go unrepaired, roads

go unpaved while deteriorating roads
go unplowed; the Central Avenue
pedestrian crossing light is confus-
ing and improperly located.

Full-time pensions are being un-
necessarily given to part-time em-
ployees, our 9-1-1 system is on the
brink of obsolescence with a race
against time to replace it. Our town’s
bond rating has been lowered, speed-
ers are rampant in our neighborhoods,
and it goes on and on.

I believe our town council can do
better. I look forward to meeting you
and discussing the important issues
that we face and how we can solve
them. For more information, I invite
you to visit my website:
mattsontz.com.

I wish you and your family a safe
and happy summer.

Matt Sontz
Democratic Candidate for Westfield

Town Council-Third Ward
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Public Notice On State Websites Is
Inadequate, Costly and Limited

Government websites cannot pro-
vide the audience, authenticity and
archiving capacity that a print news-
paper and newspaper website pro-
vide for an official public notice-of-
record, a coalition of newspaper or-
ganizations told the Centers for Med-
icaid and Medicaid Services (CMS)
at the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) this week.

HHS/CMS has proposed remov-
ing all newspaper notices to Medic-
aid recipients and is instead directing
states to post them solely on state
government websites. A coalition
composed of the Public Notice Re-
source Center, National Newspaper
Association, Newspaper Association
of America and American Court and
Commercial Newspapers strongly
opposes the move.

“Any Internet notice is an inad-
equate substitute for a printed, fixed
newspaper notice, although our orga-
nizations believe the Internet should
be actively used by both CMS and
newspapers to extend the reach of
printed notices,” the coalition said in
its letter to HHS/CMS. “State gov-
ernment Internet sites do not have

extensive readership. Public notices
in a newspaper – particularly when
supplemented by a newspaper website
– are far more likely to be read than
notices on a government Internet site.”

The Pew Research Center found
that only 26 percent of those sur-
veyed who were 65 years or older
used the Internet. MediaPost released
a survey showing only four out of 10
of minorities regularly use the
Internet.

The coalition states the four tradi-
tional elements of public notice: be by
an independent party, accessible, au-
thenticated and archived at a reason-
able cost – state governments are un-
able to allocate sufficient resources to
accomplish the costly and difficult
procedures associated with proper au-
thentication and archiving; low read-
ership of government websites makes
them inadequate for reaching broad
sections of the public. “States are not
in the business of building readership
just as governments do not have ex-
pertise in bridge-building.

For more information, contact
Cheryl Sadowski, Newspaper Asso-
ciation of America, (571) 366-1135.

Tree Care and Safety: National
Standard Says ‘Don’t Top Trees’

For years tree topping was consid-
ered the easiest and cheapest way to
make mature trees safer and reduce
their size. Today, tree researchers have
proven that both of these assump-
tions are false. “Millions of trees have
been hacked with little or no consid-
eration to their health and structural
integrity,” says Tchukki Andersen,
board certified master arborist and
staff arborist with the Tree Care In-
dustry Association (TCIA).

According to TCIA, many of these
trees eventually die as a result of the
damage. Others eventually become
unsafe, leading to dangerous limb
breakage or whole tree failure years
after the topping was done.

The TCIA and the American Na-
tional Standards Institute A300 prun-
ing standards consider topping to be
an unacceptable pruning practice.
“Tree service companies that follow
industry standards will refuse to top
your tree,” notes Mr. Andersen.

Topping is a non-standard pruning
procedure where larger trees are se-
verely cut back to a pre-determined
size. It is also known as hat-racking
or de-horning. Topping trees leaves
large exposed wounds, which can
pre-dispose the tree to infestation or
other future health problems; ruins
tree structure; removes too much fo-

liage, disrupting the tree’s energy stor-
age; stimulates vigorous new growth,
which is prone to breakage; increases
tree maintenance costs; and, destroys
the tree’s appearance and value.

Some consumers top trees out of
tradition or mistakenly believe that top-
ping a tree reduces its size and lowers
the maintenance cost. Mr. Andersen
adds, “Topping a tree often results in
greater expense over the long run; for
this reason, tree care professionals con-
sider topping a form of consumer fraud.”

Trees try to maintain a delicate
foliage-to-root ratio and have to guard
against wood-eating insects. Topping
removes too much of the foliage and
limits the tree’s ability to sustain its
own roots. The tree itself may fall due
to root dieback. Conifers, if they don’t
die, will never look the same.

Ask your tree service to state on a
written proposal: “All work done ac-
cording to ANSI A300 standards.”
The ANSI pruning standard has a
section on utility line clearance tree
trimming. Utilities trim trees accord-
ing to ANSI standards.

Homeowners who would like a ar-
borist to assess their trees should
contact the Tree Care Industry Asso-
ciation, a resource on trees since 1938.
For more information, see
www.treecaretips.org.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO STORM, NO WIND...On July 4, a calm and sunny day, this tree fell on the
1000 block of Lawrence Avenue in Westfield. The street was blocked and power
lines were entangled. Fire, police and PSE&G responded to correct the problems.
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