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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Rescue Squad Also Played Vital Role
In Assisting People at Brightwood

‘Apocalypse’ Caption Is Reminder
Of Vietnam, Not Independence Day

Sprinklers Can Be Key
In Controlling Blazes
At around 7 a.m. on July 6, a fire

broke out at the condominium com-
munity, Southwyck Village, on
Yarmouth Court in Scotch Plains.
The fire department arrived within
minutes, but the fire completely en-
gulfed one of the townhouse-style
units, spreading quickly even through
firewalls. Ten people were displaced
by the blaze, which destroyed four
condos and left two others with smoke
damage.

Thankfully, no one was injured,
but the devastation was done.

In many cases, properly installed
and maintained fire sprinklers con-
trol and possibly even extinguish a
fire before the fire department even
arrives on the scene. More impor-
tantly, the presence of fire sprinklers
mitigates the risk to individuals af-
fected by the blaze, including
firefighters who battle the fire.

Fire sprinklers are the only proac-
tive form of fire protection, provid-
ing firefighters the time they need to
do their jobs effectively and as safely
as possible, and helping to avoid po-
tential tragedies.
David Kurasz, NJ Fire Sprinkler Bd.

North Brunswick

Why Can’t SP Council Join Rotary
And Community On Frazee House?

Westfield Firemen Respond; Well
Trained and Focused – Thank You

In these times of fiscal concerns
and budget cuts, I felt it was impor-
tant to bring this incident to the atten-
tion of the readers of The Westfield
Leader.

On Sunday, July 3 we were having
a party at our home at 9 Stoneleigh
Park when one of our 16 guests no-
ticed smoke billowing up from just
under the roof of our gazebo. It ap-
peared to be an electrical issue so we
immediately turned off the power,
but the smoke only grew more in-
tense.

We called 911 and within 90 sec-
onds, two fire trucks were at our
house. The group of 16 firefighters
were led by Platoon Commander
Scott Miller. These men were well
trained and equipped. They were pro-
fessional and focused. Mr. Miller
methodically determined the source
of the fire and went about directing
his men to extinguish the blaze with

minimum damage to our structure —
all in an extremely timely manner.

Michael Duelks was one fireman
who stood out among the others. He
patiently answered our questions and
assured us that this group would not
leave until the fire was completely
extinguished.

Thankfully, this is first time in the
30 years that we have lived in
Westfield that we have required the
service of our firemen. It was ex-
tremely comforting to me to witness
their approach to my emergency. This
is a group of men that we should all
be proud to call ours.

Thanks to each of them and to
Mayor Andy Skibitsky for all he does
to maintain our critical services
through these very difficult times.
Without him we would all be in
trouble.

Chris Ryan
Westfield

In your recent article detailing the
events at Brightwood Park on June
30, when a woman was overcome by
toxic fumes, the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad was omitted as a par-
ticipating agency.

It should be noted that the rescue
squad responded to the scene when
notified by the Westfield Police De-
partment at 10:22 that morning. The
crew, consisting of two EMTs and
two probationary (training) members,
was involved in the search for the
woman with difficulty breathing. A
second ambulance also responded to
assist.

After the woman was decontami-
nated at the scene by Hazmat, the
first ambulance transported her to
Overlook Medical Center with para-
medics. The second crew assessed
two additional patients and trans-
ported one to Overlook as well. The
third patient refused transport to the
hospital.

The rescue squad spent three hours
on this emergency. We are proud to
have cooperated with all the other
agencies and to have been able to
treat and transport the patients.

Lynn Feldman, Captain
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

The reference in the caption under
the photo of the Cranford Fourth of
July fireworks to the movie Apoca-
lypse Now and to a famous line from
that movie, “I love the smell of na-
palm in the morning,” as part of a
description of the “dramatic conclu-
sion” of the Independence Day fes-
tivities is jarring to say the least.

July Fourth celebrates our own in-
dependence from the then tyrannical
British monarchy. “Apocalypse” and
“napalm” are loaded words in that
they are graphic reminders of the
horrors of the Vietnam War.

I might suggest more careful word-
ing in the future so as not to juxtapose
opposing metaphors. The victory that

July Fourth celebrates should in no
way be linked to the Vietnam War.
The people in the photo are celebrat-
ing our freedoms. They are not an-
ticipating the apocalypse of war, nor
are they running from napalm
flamethrowers. The “dramatic con-
clusion” of the Revolutionary War
includes the right to express publicly
one’s opinion in a letter such as mine.
The “dramatic conclusion” of the
Vietnam War speaks for itself.

Surely, there is a more uplifting
way to describe the celebratory emo-
tions evoked in a picture of a July
Fourth fireworks display.

Barbara Z. Koppel
Westfield

Last week’s article in [The Scotch-
Plains-Fanwood] Times entitled
“Scotch Plains Council to Make Re-
newed Push on Developing Zoo Prop-
erty,” had me dismayed.

Why do they keep referring to it as
the “Zoo” property? This is the Frazee
House property dating back to 1766.

Has the Scotch Plains Council re-
ally assessed the value, other than
square feet, that this historical gem
adds to, not only our community but
to the county and state?

On March 28, 2006 the SP Town-
ship Council granted the Fanwood-
Scotch Rotary Club a 50-year lease
that allowed them to renovate and
restore the property. The F-SP Ro-
tary undertook this enormous project
with only one thing in mind – to
benefit our community. This is what
Rotary is all about. Exciting plans
were prepared for the ultimate
completion of the project as a living
history museum, with added out
buildings, a gift shop, a video theatre
telling the history of the house, and

facilities for educational programs
for our local schools, and all of this in
a parkland setting offering tremen-
dous benefits to the people of the
entire community.

The project would afford stellar
recognition to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood in the same way as the
Miller-Cory House in Westfield and
the Drake House in Plainfield. How-
ever, the famous “Aunt Betty” story,
as she faced up to General Cornwallis,
making her a heroine and inspiration
for the fighting colonists, make the
lore of Frazee overpowering. By re-
storing Frazee House for our com-
munity, we will assure that the story
of her courageous act will endure
through future generations.

Does the Scotch Plains Council
have a better idea than this for the
property? Why can’t they join the
Rotary in making this a combined
project that will bring great rewards
to all of us in the community?

Richard Dobyns
Scotch Plains

How Can ‘J-Walker’
Expect Driver to Yield
One thing Westfield could use is

extra money. With that said, why not
ticket “J-Walkers?” Is it too long a
walk to go to the closest crosswalk?
No, it is not for most people. It could
be for some.

On a recent trip through town, two
people were “J-walking” across
Broad Street and I slowed to let them
pass. One of those people had the
nerve to yell at me because I didn’t
come to a stop. I pointed at the green
light that I was responding too. The
person said something else.

If traffic is stopped completely on
any street, some people do cut be-
tween cars to get to the other side. But
when traffic is moving, how can some-
one “J-walking” expect a driver to
yield to them?

Richard Dobra
Westfield

On Making Millions…
And Being On Strike

With the NFL on lockout and the NBA in never-
never land, these public propped up monopolies join
the wretched ranks of the federal government in
their zeal to slice up the public’s money. We should
say it’s too late for the feds as they have already done
their dirty — sliced up and spent over $14 trillion of
the public’s money; it’s just that they are looking for
more. When you put it all together, it spells NFEDBA
– “Nonsense Festered Exclusively Daily By Ava-
rice.”

Though most people are not disposed to purchase
a “personal seat license,” sitting on one’s derriere on
Sunday afternoons in the fall is enjoyable watching
NFL football. Will we have the NFL this year? Who
knows? Time is drawing short. Just think of the
dread of being relegated to watching “Bowling for
Dollars” on the boob tube or forced to nestle up to a
good book.

There’s always college football but that’s Satur-
day. Perhaps the NCAA already has a backup Sun-
day schedule in their hip pocket. If so with an NCAA
Sunday plan, it’s probably too disrupting to the
already entrenched commitments for tailgating such
as at venerable locations as “Happy Valley.” Speak-
ing of that, how long can Joe keep going?

One can pretty much look past the NBA as a non-
event as far as some are concerned. There’s little
legitimacy for a sport where more than half of the
players are convicted felons. If they stay on strike for
much of the season, they’d just make it obvious that
they may not be needed or wanted.

On a positive possibility — ship the Brooklyn-
bound Nets and the Knicks to L.A. All we ask for in
return is for the bankrupt Dodgers to come back
home after all these years. Merge them with the
Brooklyn Cyclones and play ball the way it was
really done. Then, give the entire New Jersey Legis-
lature season tickets to keep the cretins from mis-
chief in Trenton.

Professional sports, though needing to keep it
exciting for the cable contracts, have worked hard at
everything they can think of to keep steroid abuse out
of the games. Wonder how this Rocket Roger Clemens
thing is going to turn out? The one facet not tried
(overtly) is a professional “all drug league.”
Amsterdam might be a good venue for a startup.
Image the hype for the public stock offering.

All in all, the players and the owners will succumb
soon to the allure of $millions and the public will
have their heroes back.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thirling – The act of boring, drilling,

etc.
2. Tursio – A large dolphin of the

North Atlantic having few teeth
3. Ouzel – The European blackbird
4. Titubate – To stumble or stagger

DEFECATE
1. To lower in volume; to mute
2. To purify or remove impurities
3. To fall away or decline
4. To fade or erode

STINGO
1. A stem, stalk or support
2. Limit; restraint
3. Strong beer or ale
4. In mining, an inclined trough for

washing ore
LUGUBRIOUS

1. Playful; sportive
2. Muddy, turbid, thick
3. Pertaining to a freak of nature; a

monstrosity
4. Excessive grief; very sad

INSTAURATION
1. Blowing or breathing into or on
2. To stud or adorn with stars
3. Brief exposure to radiation
4. Renewal or restoration

Making Lawsuits Available Online
May Help Stop the Nonsense

Anyone in Union County who wants to get a copy
of land records can do so online through the Union
County clerk’s website. The first page of the docu-
ment, such as a mortgage or deed, is free — with a
fee after that charged to the user’s credit card.

Many towns have made online services available
to pay for everything from permits or parking tickets
and accident reports to downloading forms such as
for recreation programs. But if someone wants a
copy of a lawsuit, they must either go to the Union
County Courthouse or the jurisdiction in which the
case was filed. Lawsuits filed in state Superior Court
are not available online. Opinions issued at the
Appellate level as well as in New Jersey Supreme
Court are available online.

With countless lawsuits being filed against towns,
the county and school boards, in our opinion, these
records should be readily accessible online for the
public. Such access could pay for itself, as many

citizens would likely take advantage of this resource.
Unlike ordinances, resolutions, etc. that are avail-

able through New Jersey’s Open Public Records
(OPRA) law, court lawsuits can only be picked up in
person. Given that we are living in the 24/7 Age, we
believe government must increase accessibility of
records and services to the public outside of normal
business hours.

Taxpayers always get stuck with the bill. They
have the right to know when their governments are
being sued. In our view, there must be more transpar-
ency when it comes to the cost of litigation, settle-
ments and legal fees.

So much energy is wasted with frivilous lawsuits.
Too many unjust settlements are conceded over
concern for the cost of justice.

Perhaps with greater exposure, prevaricators hop-
ing to harvest the system would be too embarrassed
to do so.

Fanwood Mayor Mahr Acknowledges
County and Borough Police Service

In the fall of 2010, when Fanwood
joined the newly initiated Union
County Police Dispatch Shared Ser-
vice Pilot Program, I was proud that
the Borough of Fanwood had the
foresight to take this step and hopeful
for its success.

It is with great pleasure that I ac-
knowledge the excellent teamwork
and service provided to the Borough
of Fanwood by Union County Police.

Throughout the year we have had a
very professional working relation-
ship with the County Police Dispatch
Team, which was exemplified during
the recent storm on July 8.

We were visited by drenching rains,
high winds, power outages and fall-
ing branches that provoked an ex-
treme demand on our public safety
providers. During the storm and im-
mediately after, there was a high vol-
ume of phone calls, motor vehicle
accidents, medical emergencies and
routine inquiries, testing our coop-
erative relationship.

Throughout the year we have seen
the day-to-day functions of public
safety in Fanwood being supported
by a professional team at the County
Police, with the added benefit of sig-
nificant cost savings for Fanwood
taxpayers.

With the advantage of hindsight,
we see that the local/county relation-
ship has become so seamless that in
emergency conditions all public
safety operations ran flawlessly. I
want to thank the professional team
at Union County Police Dispatch, the
Fanwood Police Department and all
Fanwoodians for being willing to take
this leap of faith in order to work
smarter.

This is a true win-win for public
safety and the community.

Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor

Sensational Stories
Take From the Issues
Are the front page articles in The

New York Times of July 6, 2011,
“Florida Mother Is Found Not Guilty
of Murder,” “Murdered Girl, Hacked
Phone, Eyes on Tabloid” and “Best
Friend and Ex-Teammate to Con-
front Clemens at Trial” more impor-
tant for our country’s well-being than
the page A12 article “Obama Sum-
mons G.O.P. and Democratic Lead-
ers for Deficit Reduction Talks?” I do
not think so!

Yet it is massive day-and-night
media coverage of Dominique
Strauss-Kahn and the alleged victim,
and of the Casey Anthony murder
trial, as if the seemingly endless dis-
cussion of these cases will solve the
severe economic problems in the
United States!

The public knows every detail in
these cases, yet how much does the
public really know about economic
problems and solutions?

Can a public which watches
“American Idol” and “Dancing With
The Stars” more than it watches ses-
sions of Congress know them?

So much for President Abraham
Lincoln, who said, “Let the people
know the facts and the country will
be safe.” And for James Madison,
who said, “A popular government,
without popular information, or the
means of acquiring it, is but a pro-
logue to a farce or a tragedy, or,
perhaps to both.”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

NJ Motor Vehicle
Commission Problems
On July 8, 2011, the New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Commission (NJMV)
announced regional press conferences
for July 11, 2011 to announce return
to Monday openings and extended
hours of service.

On July 11, the NJMV computer
system statewide shutdown — strand-
ing thousands trying to do business.

On July 11, the NJMV cancelled
the press conferences.

As one reader put it: “I went down
about 8:30 a.m., 30 minutes into the
new Monday hours. As of  noon,
computers were still down. I finally
gave up on them.”


