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Fourth of July in Cranford – Photos by Christina Hinke and Paul Lachenauer.

Photo courtesy of the Wendels
HIGH ALTITUDE…The Wendel Family recently visited the Wild West with The
Westfield Leader. The Wendels are pictured here in Wyoming with the Cody
Peaks Mountains, located in Montana, in the background.

Vision-Impaired
Receive Help

GARWOOD – Jim Morano of the
Lions Club, above right, accepts a
$1,000 check from Rosie’s Wine Bar
owner Josh Rosenberg. The funds
were generated for the Garwood Li-
ons Club during an event in May.

Rosie’s Wine Bar, Alex Elman
Winery and the Garwood Lions Club
joined forces to help the vision-im-
paired.

The idea was spawned as Garwood
recently elected Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi, who is vision-impaired.
Winemaker Ms. Elman is a blind
woman.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOVELY LADY…Ed Menapace and Bill Curtis, owners of The Farmhouse
Store, hosted an event last Friday night starring two-time Tony Award-winning
actress Christine Ebersole, above, at which guests had the opportunity to view and
purchase pieces from her collection of vintage jewelry. See article page 18.

men Mario Morelli and Samuel Rocco
are recommended to be promoted to
sergeants.

Sergeant Thomas Mericle, Police
Officer Alexander Anderson and Cap-
tain Lenny DiStefano are retiring.

The council adopted three amended
ordinances set forth by the planning
board, and tabled one ordinance.

One amended ordinance would po-
tentially nullify the litigation between
the ShopRite and the Borough of
Garwood Planning Board and Gold
Medal Fitness. ShopRite had filed a
lawsuit against the planning board
and Gold Medal Fitness after the
fitness center opened the Parisi Speed
School adjacent to its facility, stating
the use was non-conforming to the
zoning law.

Borough Attorney Joseph Triarsi
said the ordinance “will likely end
the litigation.”

The ordinance amends the land-
use ordinance by amending the per-
mitted land uses and expanding the
limits of the Community Commer-
cial Zone. It also adds the sub-section
Health Club as a permitted use.

Another amended ordinance cre-
ates a mixed use district where per-
mitted uses are residential/retail com-
mercial, which permits single bed-
room, commuter-type apartments,
age-restricted townhouses and small-
scale retail.

An additional amended ordinance
creates a new zone district entitled
Public Open Space, to allow for pub-
lic open spaces such as parks, play-
grounds and other open spaces.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco mo-
tioned to table an ordinance to amend
various sections of Chapter 30 of the
general code of the borough that deals
with the personnel policy of the ordi-
nance. Section two of the ordinance
was to be amended to repeal longevity
benefits of non-union employees, of
which there are about 10 employees,
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma said.

Ms. Ariemma said an asbestos
study revealed there was asbestos in
the field house and the borough will
obtain a quote for removal.

She also said that Hatch Mott
MacDonald, the company used to
monitor environmental issues with
the soil at the site for the athletic
field complex, had submitted a pro-
posal for $25,000 to clean up soil
there. She said the cost should be
covered by insurance.

Councilman Jim Matthieu, chair-
man of the finance committee, said
the shared-services analysis is com-
plete and is under review.

Mayor Quattrocchi asked Coun-
cilman Matthieu to contact Mayor of
Roselle Park Joseph Accardi to dis-
cuss Mr. Accardi’s idea to share De-
partment of Public Works (DPW) ser-
vices with Roselle Park, Garwood,
Kenilworth and Cranford, since
Roselle Park is building a new DPW
building. This was initially brought
up in January.

Little Joe’s Liquors, the former li-
quor store on South Avenue, has re-
newed its liquor license. Ms. Ariemma
said the owner had sold his corpora-
tion, that the license was owned by
the corporation, and that he is in the
process of buying the corporation
back in order to keep the liquor li-
cense. She said the license to sell and
consume liquor in the borough is
valuable, and those licenses are no
longer created. She said the current
location is closed and that she heard
a vitamin shop is opening there. She
said she suspects the owner of Little
Joe’s will sell the liquor license.

Mr. DeFillippo, chairman of the
committee on aging, said bowling
will resume every Tuesday, Zumba
will begin at 10 a.m. on Tuesdays in
July and August and crafts and ce-
ramics will begin at 1 p.m. in July for
senior citizens.

During the workshop meeting,
Mayor Quattrocchi asked Borough
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Garwood Police Chief

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKEOVER...The Frazee House, built in 1758, will undergo a much needed
makeover after the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Rotary Frazee House Committee
formulates a plan for the historic landmark.

Cranford Hears Timeline
On Flood Feasibility Study

Westfield Board OKs North
Avenue Office Building

Engineer Donald Guarriello to look
into a resident inquiry regarding a
recessed manhole in the middle of
the road on 3rd Avenue near Gallows
Hill.

The Tuesday, July 26 meeting has
been cancelled; the next council meet-
ing is set for Tuesday, August 9.

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Mayor Dan
Aschenbach, along with the town-
ship council and Flood Advisory
Committee, met with the United
States Army Corps of Engineers for a
special workshop meeting June 23
regarding a study being performed
by the Corps on how to minimize
flood damage in Cranford along the
Rahway River.

Currently, the Army Corps of En-
gineers estimates that construction
of a solution to Cranford’s flooding
problem will begin in 2018.

“We have many layers of review
[before we can begin construction],”
explained Corps engineer Jodi
McDonald, “and that takes a lot of
time.”

“We would have the actual feasi-
bility scope meeting in mid-2013,”
Corps engineer Alicia Gould ex-
plained. “From there, we move for-
ward to the optimized plan, and we
would have feasibility done by 2014.”

Following this, the Corps would
have to release a report to an agency
outside the Corps to analyze the cost
of the project, and design would be-
gin in 2016 and take an estimated two
years.

After design, Congress would have
to approve funding for the project
and then construction could begin.

“A project will never be constructed
without the township’s approval,” Ms.
Gould assured Mayor Aschenbach.

“The study area is the entire
Rahway River Watershed,” Ms.
McDonald stated. “We’re focusing
on those solutions that would solve
the flood problem in the damage cen-
ter of Cranford. Now, the solution
may not be in Cranford; it may be
outside of Cranford. But we know
that the vast majority of damage is
occurring in Cranford.”

“The state as a sponsor has re-
quested that we only focus on
Cranford/Kenilworth,” added Ms.
Gould. In addition, the Corps will
accept any alternative plans that
Cranford might come up with in the
meantime.

“[Senator Frank] Lautenberg
moaned when I told him how much
[Cranford] needs this done,” Mayor
Aschenbach joked, and explained that
Sen. Lautenberg called this time pe-
riod as a “moratorium on earmarks.”
Ms. McDonald then explained to him
that this project, should it reach Con-
gress, would be considered an “ear-
mark.”

By THOMAS S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – During its meet-
ing Wednesday, July 6, the Westfield
Planning Board heard and approved
two new applications, the latter of
which was to redevelop the property
at 440 North Avenue, East, currently
a dilapidated, abandoned restaurant.

440 North Avenue East LLC, de-
veloper Steve Needle, seeks to de-
velop the property — a small, metal-
plated building that had been used as
a White Diamond diner several de-
cades ago and then an Italian restau-
rant. The building was used most
recently by the now closed New
Norris Chevrolet dealership next door
to display signage.

The application, presented by at-
torney Joseph Triarsi of Cranford,
proposed a an office building de-
signed in a style similar to the build-
ing of Best Western and Chez
Catherine French restaurant on North
Avenue. The building will be cantile-
vered, designed to have the parking
lot directly underneath the building.

Mr. Triarsi stated the proposed
building was “the best design we
could do under these circumstances,”
given the small size of the property in
question. He emphasized that the
“eastern end” of Westfield is in “dire
need” of redevelopment.

“Our building could be a great re-
fresher to the town,” stated architect
Roger Winkle. The building is inter-
esting from every viewing [angle]” –
noting that the new building will be
designed to be as environmentally-
friendly as possible, constructed with
“green” building materials like re-
cycled roofing and bricks. He said it
will have bike racks on the southwest
side of the property, in addition to a
picnic area.

Former Westfield planning board
member Carol Molnar did not think
the proposed building was a good
idea. “The parking problem here is
self-imposed,” she stated. “The ap-
plicant is proposing a very large struc-
ture for such a small lot. The appli-
cant could comply with the ordinance

by decreasing the size of the pro-
posed building,” Ms. Molnar stated.

The ordinance requires one park-
ing space for every 200 square feet of
building area.

“You see a lot of these cantilevered
buildings on Route 1, where the goal
is to build the largest possible build-
ing on the least amount of space,”
Ms. Molnar continued. “However,
for good reason, Westfield’s land-use
ordinances do not allow parking un-
der a building.”

Board member Darielle Walsh be-
lieved the building would have a
“positive impact” on the town and
that the design was “appropriate…
for that location.”

“Parking is a concern,” Ms. Walsh
admitted, but then stated she felt the
parking situation as planned “should
not be a problem.”

Westfield resident Peter Nurnberg
presented the first application of the
evening. The board approved the sub-
division of a strip of land from his
rear neighbor’s property at 725 Fourth
Avenue and annex it onto his own
property at 780 Cranford Avenue.

The Fourth Avenue property is lo-
cated partially in Garwood, which
complicated the matter because of
the board’s limited jurisdiction. “I
recognize the fact that the subdivi-
sion has no effect on the small por-
tion of the property that lies in
Garwood,” stated board member Kris
McAloon, Westfield’s town engineer.

“It’d be my recommendation that
the applicant seek a waiver from
Garwood’s Planning Board regard-
ing this matter,” continued Mr.
McAloon. “I don’t believe you’d
[even] have to make an application…
[just write Garwood] by correspon-
dence and request that Garwood waive
subdivision jurisdiction on this mat-
ter.”

The board carried an application
regarding a property at 1053 Pros-
pect Street over to a special meeting
on Monday, August 15, due to sched-
uling conflicts. The board had con-
tinued this from its hearing on the
application from its June 8 meeting.

Photo by Betsey Burgdorf. Sketch by Karen Taylor Architectural Renderings,
www.ktaylorrenderings.com.

SHACKtoMAXIMUM...The Westfield Planning Board approved an application
by developer Steve Needle regarding the former White Diamond eatery. The site
will be transformed into an office building.

Ms. Lutz stated the fire displaced
three additional families, who sought
shelter and immediate assistance
through family members.

The exact cause of the fire is still
under investigation by the Scotch
Plains Fire Department, but nothing
appears to be suspicious and no inju-
ries were reported, Det. Lt. Donnelly
said.
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Scotch Plains
Fire

municipal consolidation process and
outlines six basic steps to achieve it.
“Local citizens and officials need to
be able to work together in order to
reduce the causes of the highest prop-
erty taxes in New Jersey,” Ms.
Genovese said.

Also in attendance at the June 15
Westfield meeting was Fred Lange,
head of “Reconnecting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood” and a resident of Scotch
Plains. Mr. Lange has organized vol-
unteers to go door to door asking for
endorsement of the consolidation of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood. The pe-
tition is to propose the formation of a
joint municipal consolidation study
commission. Courage to Connect NJ
has provided education and process
support but does not circulate these
petitions, Ms. Genovese explained.

Mr. Lange has contacted Scotch
Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr. He
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, “We have to establish 10 com-
missioners. The mayors of Fanwood
and Scotch Plains should select six.
The BOE should select two and Cour-
age to Connect should select two.”

According to Mr. Lange, the com-
mittee must file an application to
create a Municipal Consolidation
Study Commission Pursuant to the
Local Option Municipal Consolida-
tion Act (Public Law 2007, Chapter
63, Subarticle D.) This is planned on
being accomplished in 2011. A study
will be performed to merge the two
towns, which should take approxi-
mately nine months.

He has accumulated signatures
from more than 500 petitioners thus
far. In order to request a study to
merge Fanwood and Scotch Plains,
1,155 signatures are needed. There
are 10 individuals soliciting signa-
tures in the two towns. Petitioners
from Scotch Plains include Jon Th-
ompson, Ilse Heinemeyer, former
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education member Donald Parisi and
Jonathan Jaffe, owner of a public
relations firm that represents Cour-
age to Connect. The Fanwood peti-
tioners are Vincent Leonetti, Sherry
Morales, Kevin Pagano, Joseph
Pankiewitz and Dan Winigrad.

Ms. Genovese explained that when
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Merger Discussion

enough signatures are collected, an
application will be sent to the state
for approval to complete a full study
of the cost/benefit of consolidating
the towns. The information from the
study will be used to educate the
public for a referendum about one
year later on whether or not to con-
solidate.

She said taxes in Westfield are be-
ing raised to unaffordable levels.
Courage to Connect calls for unity
and collaboration from citizens
whom, regardless of political affilia-
tion, are all taxpayers faced with the
future of New Jersey that can be
going in the wrong direction.

According to Ms. McCahill, “[con-
solidation] can be done solely by
resolutions at municipal government
levels. It does not even have to go to
the voters, but since that is not always
probable, we encourage citizens to
become involved.”

Lauren S. Barr for The Times
WELCOME ABOARD…Newly ap-
pointed Councilman Mark LoGrippo
was sworn in by Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky at Tuesday night’s town coun-
cil meeting. He was appointed to the
Third Ward seat vacated by Mark
Ciarrocca, who resigned following his
appointment as a Superior Court judge.
Mr. LoGrippo was joined on the dais by
his mother, Rose LoGrippo; his wife,
Maria, and children, Francesco
“Checco” and Gemma.

LoGrippo Replaces
Ciarrocca on Council

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Third
Ward residents have Mark LoGrippo
as their new representative following
his swearing-in at Tuesday night’s
public council meeting.

Mr. LoGrippo was appointed to the
council following the resignation of
Mark Ciarrocca upon Mr. Ciarrocca’s
appointment as a Superior Court judge
on the Union County bench. Mr.
Ciarrocca will be sworn in as a judge
on Tuesday, August 2. Town Clerk
Claire Grey read Mr. Ciarrocca’s res-
ignation letter, which stated, “It has
been my pleasure and honor to serve
the residents of Westfield.”

As required by state law, Council-
man LoGrippo was chosen from a list
of three names provided by Westfield
Republican Committee Chairman Jon
Bramnick. The other two names pre-
sented were William West and Mary
Alice Ryan. Second Ward Council-
woman JoAnn Neylan nominated Mr.
LoGrippo, and Mayor Andy Skibitsky
swore him in.

A Westfield resident for four and a
half years, Councilman LoGrippo is
a business development manager for
Verizon. He holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from St. John’s Univer-
sity and an MBA from Adelphi Uni-
versity. Councilman LoGrippo and
his wife, Maria, live on Tudor Oval
with their two children (Francesco
“Checco” and Gemma). Prior to his
appointment to the council, he served
as a member of the planning board
since 2010.

Cranford July 4 by Christina Hinke and Paul Lachenauer


