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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MORNING WALK...This deer family takes their morning stroll in the woods at
Union Street bordering Garwood and Westfield.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SECOND STORM...Downtown Westfield Wednesday morning is picture perfect after the storm Tuesday night deposited
about eight inches of snow.

Developer Relieved of Agreement
To Preserve Circa 1785 House

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
REORGANIZING…During Sunday’s Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders reorganization meeting, pictured from left to right, Photo 1: Officials, including U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), far left, and Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
(D-20, Union), watch the proceedings; Photo 2: 2011 Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon of Union is pictured with her family, and Photo 3: Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford takes the oath of office for a third term from Robert Renaud.

Westfield School Traffic Safety
Discussion Set for January 27

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) held a short meeting
Tuesday evening before the start of
the snowfall.

Board President Julia Walker said
that there will be a traffic safety
meeting on Thursday, January 27, at
7:30 p.m. in the Westfield High
School auditorium. Residents are
invited to attend the meeting on traf-
fic and parking issues that affect the
streets near Westfield High School
and Edison Intermediate School.

A traffic safety consultant com-
missioned by the Westfield Town
Council will hear from residents re-
garding their concerns and recom-
mendations.

In addition to Mrs. Walker, Coun-
cilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking
Committee chairwoman, will be in
attendance, along with other repre-
sentatives from the school district
and the town.

Mrs. Walker announced that in
observance of the birthday of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., all Westfield
public schools will be closed on
Monday, January 17. She noted that
an interfaith service will be held at
the First Baptist Church at 1 p.m.

Preceding the service will be a
procession assembling at the Martin
Luther King monument on the South
Avenue Circle at 12:15 p.m. Students
will be given awards for essay, poetry
and art submissions during the ser-

vice following the march.
School Superintendent Margaret

Dolan announced that after 45 years
of custodial service at McKinley El-
ementary School, Giovanni Sclama
will retire. His last day of employ-
ment will be June 30. Mrs. Dolan said
Mr. Sclama had “provided service
for the McKinley School with as much
care as most of us do for our own
homes.”

Westfield High School senior
Katherine Frega addressed the audi-
ence, announcing that January 16 is
now the official beginning of NJ Teen
Cancer Awareness Week. Katherine
stated that last May she was diag-
nosed with Stage 2B Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma. She said that at first, she was
misdiagnosed with arthritis. She
found comfort in the support of stu-
dents and teachers, and especially
her fellow teammates and friends on
the field hockey team.

She was able to re-attend the high
school in October, and is “feeling
great – emotionally and physically.”
She said that she was active in the
Tomorrows Children’s Fund at
Hackensack University Medical Cen-
ter, and thanked the council for the
chance to promote the NJ Teen Can-
cer Awareness Week and everyone
impacted by it.

Superintendent Dolan thanked
Katherine, and noted that by bringing
her story and request to honor the
new Teen Cancer Week, “it makes us
all more aware and helps to bring a
quicker diagnosis, which can bring a
quicker treatment.”

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 25, at 8
p.m. at 302 Elm Street in Westfield.

Scanlon Elected Freeholders Chair,
Mirabella Vice-Chairman for ’11

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Deborah Scanlon
took leadership of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on Sun-
day as the board’s chairman for 2011.
In addition, Linda Carter was sworn
in as the newest freeholder and Dan
Sullivan and Bette Jane Kowalski
began their sixth and third terms,
respectively.

Mrs. Scanlon, a Union resident, is
serving her fifth term and was chair-
woman in 2003 and vice-chairwoman
last year. Ms. Carter, who was elected
in November along with Mr. Sullivan
and Ms. Kowalski, replaces Rayland
Van Blake, who did not receive the
Democratic Committee’s endorse-
ment for a second term. Freeholder
Carter was previously Plainfield City
Council president. Freeholder Al
Mirabella of Fanwood was elected as
vice-chairman for the year.

Also sworn in to new terms on
Sunday were Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
who has served for 33 years, and
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi,
who has been clerk for 15 years after
serving as registrar of deeds and

mortgages for 12 years.
A number of federal, state and

municipal elected officials were in
attendance, including United States
Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.),
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th), Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), Rep. Donald
Payne (D-10th), state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), Assem-
blywomen Annette Quijano (D-20,
Union) and Linda Stender (D-22,
Fanwood), Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), Joseph
Cryan (D-20, Union), Jerry Green
(D-22, Plainfield) and Albert
Coutinho (D-29, Newark), Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Cranford
Mayor Dan Aschenbach, Westfield
Councilman David Haas and
Plainfield Councilman Adrian Mapp,
a former freeholder.

Sunday’s meeting was held one
day after the shootings in Arizona
that killed a federal judge and a 9-
year-old girl and seriously injured a
congresswoman and two members
of her staff. Her outreach coordina-
tor also was killed, along with three
senior citizens.

Mr. Pallone said it was important

that constituent services events, such
as the one Rep. Gabrielle Giffords
(D-Ariz.) was holding, continue.

“She was doing constituency
outreach…It is really important that
continues,” Mr. Pallone said, noting
adults and children alike should con-
tinue to have the opportunity to meet
their elected representatives. “We
have to ensure that process contin-
ues.”

Speaking on the “rhetoric” of the
national health insurance debate, Mr.
Pallone said it was important that
people think about what they say. He
said violence should never be used as
a tool to get a message across.

Rep. Lance, who represents 16 of
the 21 towns in Union County as
part of his Seventh District, said,
“Government service is what is at
the essence of our Democracy.” He
quoted new House Speaker John
Boehner (R-Ohio) as saying the
shootings were an “inhuman” and
“heinous” act of violence.

Mr. Lance also mentioned the
shootings of Congresswoman
Giffords’ staff, saying that Congres-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In December the
Westfield Planning Board voted 5-3 to
allow developer Michael Mahoney to
be relieved of having to preserve a
circa 1785 house located on the corner
of Karen Terrace and East Broad Street.

In 2000, the planning board granted
Mr. Mahoney a fully conforming
three-lot subdivision, and while it
was not required of him, he agreed to
move the existing structure, which
has never received historic designa-
tion, to one of the three subdivided
lots and restore the home.

According to reports in The
Westfield Leader, it was estimated by
Mr. Mahoney that the restoration of
the house – formerly owned by the
parents of former State Senator and
current chief of staff to Governor
Chris Christie, Richard Bagger –
would cost upwards of $75,000.

In the years since the approval of
the subdivision, Mr. Mahoney has
constructed two new single-family
homes on the property and built a
foundation for and moved the former
Bagger family home, placing it up on
cinder blocks.

In November, Mr. Mahoney came
before the board to gain permission to
demolish the house, saying that when
he had the house moved, at a cost of
$40,000, he discovered that it is struc-
turally “not in good shape.” After con-
sulting with the town’s construction
official, he hired engineering firm
CEC, Inc. to evaluate the house, which
he testified confirmed his findings that
the house could not be saved.

Upon questioning by board mem-
bers, Mr. Mahoney explained he did
not get around to moving or fixing the
house because he had “seven good
years” of construction and there were
other projects he was working on. Mr.

Mahoney also admitted to the board
that “it was a bad deal” to agree to save
the home and is something he regrets.

After the November meeting, the
board hired Paul Beck of PBA Engi-
neering, PC to evaluate the viability
of the house. Mr. Beck cited a num-
ber of areas of the house that were
severely deteriorated or broken, in-
cluding the roof, rafters and second-
floor framing. His report concluded
that, “The cost to selectively remove
the damaged materials, effect repairs
to the structural and mechanical sys-
tems, and replace finishes will be
equal to, or exceed, the existing value
of the structure.”

Councilman James Foerst, the gov-
erning body representative to the plan-
ning board, voted against granting
Mr. Mahoney the relief he sought,

along with board members Robert
Newell and Mark LoGrippo. Mr.
Foerst told The Leader that while the
board was split on whether Mr.
Mahoney could have rehabilitated the
house, it would likely be more of a
replica than a restoration.

Mr. Foerst said that his “no” vote
was because, if Mr. Mahoney had not
agreed to restore the house when he
applied for the subdivision 10 years
ago, residents and neighbors would
have had other legal options that are
not available to them today.

Mr. Foerst also told The Leader
that, “I don’t think there was any-
thing nefarious” in Mr. Mahoney’s
actions, given that he spent the money
to move the home and build a founda-
tion for it.

Board OKs Chipotle For
Former Leader Store Space

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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By THOMAS S. FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s plan-
ning board approved an application
by Mexican restaurant chain Chipotle
Mexican Grille on January 5 for vari-
ances involving two properties, one
at 109 East Broad Street and the other
at 112 Prospect Street, involved with
the eventual installation of a Chipotle
franchise at 109 East Broad Street.
Both these properties are owned by
Westfield-based company, Al Spec-
ter LLC. Its managing member, Jo-
seph Spector, testified at the meeting.
Mr. Spector previously operated The

Leader Store where the restaurant is
proposed.

Specifically, Chipotle, represented
by attorney Max Sherman, needed
variances for an oversized wall sign
at the rear entrance to the building,
the usage of concrete curbing in the
parking lot as opposed to granite curb-
ing, insufficient parking at both prop-
erties and maintenance of lighting
fixtures in their parking lot.

According to Chipotle’s plans, the
109 East Broad Street property would
be used as the store itself, while the
112 Prospect Street property would
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Mayor Samuel Raia Elected
New NJGOP Chairman

PRINCETON – In a press release
from the New Jersey Republican Party,
it was announced that the New Jersey
Republican State Committee elected
Saddle River Mayor Samuel Raia in a
vote of 20 to 1 as the new Republican
State Chairman on Tuesday night.

Governor Chris Christie said, “I
look forward to working with Chair-
man Raia in the months ahead, as we
continue to grow the party and build
on the accomplishments of the last
two years.”

Mayor Raia said, “I am incredibly
honored for the opportunity to lead
the party, and thank Governor Christie
and the State Committee for placing
their trust in me. There is no doubt
this is an important election year.
During the coming months, I plan on
working closely with the party lead-
ership to win back control of the State
Senate and Assembly this fall.”

“Tonight is only the latest example
of how eager and motivated the party
is to continue the reforms that began
just over a year ago when the Gover-
nor was sworn into office,” said

NJGOP National Committeeman Bill
Palatucci of Westfield. “As a success-
ful business owner and seasoned
elected official, Sam is a good fit to
lead the State Committee and brings
a lot to the table. He (Governor
Christie) couldn’t have chosen a bet-
ter person to run our party in this
important election year and I look
forward to working alongside him.”

Chairman Raia announced then that
Amanda De Palma would be the new
Executive Director of the New Jersey
Republican State Committee.

Mrs. De Palma was most recently
the Director of Intergovernmental
Affairs for Governor Christie. She
has served in numerous political and
campaign roles, including: Christie
for Governor (Political Director,
2009), Scott Garrett for Congress
(Campaign Manager, 2008), Rudy
Giuliani for President (N.J. Execu-
tive Director, 2008) and Tom Kean,
Jr. for U.S. Senate (Statewide Field
Director, 2006).

Mrs. De Palma resides with her
husband in Clark.

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
ALL SMILES...Linda Carter  is shown with her family following her swearing in
as the newest member of the Union County Freeholders at the county’s re-
organization meeting on Sunday.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CONGRESS AND COUNTY...Rep. Leonard Lance, NJ 7th Congressional Dis-
trict, offers congratulations and thoughts on government at the county’s re-
organization meeting on Sunday.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY CLERK...Joanne Rajoppi, re-elected as Union County Clerk, provides
her remarks after being sworn in at the county’s re-organization meeting on
Sunday.

sional staffers often do much of the
important work behind the scenes.

“I am committed to working in a
civil way on civic matters,” Mr. Lance
said.

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFilippo said she
was concerned over heightened rheto-
ric in political circles. She specifi-
cally mentioned former Republican
vice-presidential contender Sarah
Palin’s website during last year’s cam-
paign, which she said “targeted” Ms.
Giffords for defeat. She also men-
tioned, although not by name, Ne-
vada United States Senate Republi-
can candidate Sharon Angle, who
was supported by Tea Party members
in her race against Senator Harry
Reid (D-Nev.).

“I say I am not surprised (by the
shootings),” Ms. DeFilippo said. She
called for a “higher level” of political
discussions in the future. She quoted

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

1785 House
Board Chairman Vincent Wilt, who

voted in favor of granting Mr.
Mahoney relief, told The Leader that,
over the past 10 years, the board
“didn’t have the authority to make
him build the house.” He said that the
only recourse the town had was en-
forcement of the town’s Property
Maintenance Code, which, accord-
ing to Mr. Wilt, was enforced and
Mr. Mahoney did receive citations
for property upkeep over the years.

Mr. Wilt said that the majority of
the board and its attorney felt that
while Mr. Mahoney had promised to
restore the house, given that it was a
fully conforming three-lot subdivi-
sion and the house was never desig-
nated as historic, if the board tried to
force him to rehabilitate the house,
“he could take it to court and would
more than likely win.”

become the restaurant’s rear parking
lot, with six dedicated parking spaces
and a dumpster enclosure. Currently,
that property houses a garage, which
will be demolished.

Mr. Spector commented that, “Af-
ter we bought [the garage] at the end
of 2007, we found that it was in such
disrepair. I spent thousands of dollars
to make it look nice [and] make it
structurally sound.” Mr. Spector ex-
plained that the demolition of this
garage is a “beautification project”
that his company had planned well
before Chipotle was ever interested
as a potential tenant.

The board, which was hesitant to
approve the variance for Chipotle’s
12-foot by four-inch rear sign, de-
cided to do so in exchange for
Chipotle’s agreement that it would
redesign the front façade to make it
more fitting with the rest of the archi-
tecture in downtown Westfield.

The original design called for an
aluminum façade, which board mem-
ber Robert Newell commented,
“looks like it would be on Route 22.”

“Your identity should be in your

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Planning Bd.

Tom Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
GIVING THOUGHT...Members of the Westfield Planning Board give thought to
applications during the January 5, 2011 meeting.

Cranford Proposes to End
Parking Fees On Centennial

sign, and your aluminum façade is
what we have an issue with,” board
member and Town Councilman Jim
Foerst stated. “And I would much
rather [Chipotle’s name] be housed
in your conforming façade on the
front, and a variance-approved sign
on the rear, than a small sign on the
rear, and a nice aluminum façade on
the front which is what you re-
quested.”

Chipotle’s Real Estate Manager
Lori Madzin stated, “With respect to
the façade, we’re happy to take it
back to our designers…and come up
with another suggestion and bring it
back.” Ms. Madzin also serves on the
zoning board of adjustment in Tinton
Falls, where she resides.

The planning board approved
Chipotle’s application, with the agree-
ment that Chipotle show them three
new alternate designs for its front
façade when it returns to the board at
a later date to obtain building per-
mits. The application is expected to
be adopted at the February 7 plan-
ning board meeting. Chipotle does
not have to be present at that meeting.

GW Looks to Budget Cuts
To Help Impact on Taxes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee on Tuesday introduced an or-
dinance to end paid parking on Cen-
tennial Avenue.

“This is something we need to do
for businesses along Centennial Av-
enue,” said Commissioner Edward
O’Malley. The ordinance, the first to
be introduced this year, would re-
move the pay stations on that thor-
oughfare; a move that Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach said was needed to boost
business activity there. He also said
the cost of owning and operating the
stations outweighed the revenue col-
lected.

The vote to introduce the ordi-
nance, which will be voted on after a
public hearing on Tuesday, February
8, was 4-1, with Commissioner David
Robinson voting “no.” Two other
commissioners – Mark Dugan and
Kevin Campbell – voted to intro-
duce, but said they wanted to receive
more information on the financial
ramifications of removing the pay
stations.

Before next month’s public hear-
ing, the parking committee and the
Centennial Village Committee will
have a chance to weigh in on the
proposed ordinance.

In other business, a host of ap-
pointments were announced, both by
the mayor and by the committee,
including nine residents named to a
citizens finance strategy team headed
by Commissioner O’Malley that will
undertake a line-by-line review of

the municipal budget and suggest
cuts. Mayor Aschenbach also named
eight residents to an affordable-hous-
ing task force headed by Commis-
sioner Campbell that the mayor said
will “help set the stage” for opportu-
nities for additional affordable hous-
ing in Cranford.

The mayor announced that the
township committee would meet on
Saturday, January 22, to review a
variety of 2011 municipal budget rec-
ommendations. That session will be
a follow-up to last week’s special
budget meeting that featured a
PowerPoint presentation showing that
the township budget, as presently
constituted and prior to the township
committee’s upcoming review, would
require a 13.3-percent increase in the
property-tax levy –well above the
state-mandated 2-percent property-
tax cap.

Chief Financial Officer Jeffrey
Theriault said that, at present, the
governing body will only be able to
increase the municipal portion of the
property-tax levy by about $450,000,
and pointed out that the fees paid to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity are set to rise by about $200,000.

A squabble arose at the end of the
meeting when resident Tina Renna
criticized Mayor Aschenbach and
called him a “liar” for what she said
were his “misstatements” about a
program in which Ms. Renna appears
on Cranford TV-35.

The township committee’s next
meeting will be on Tuesday, January
25.

By ROBERT BETHEA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The first Garwood
borough council meeting of the new
year started Tuesday night with
Patricia Quattrocchi serving as the
borough’s newly elected mayor. One
of the main concerns going into 2011
is the need to restore the community’s
economic balance through cuts in the
municipal budget.

Mayor Quattrocchi and the coun-
cil, while still in the process of find-
ing helpful ways to fully resolve this
issue, are aiming to accomplish this
goal with a new strategy called “the
master plan.”

The plan will be used to carry on
with budget cuts without financially
affecting working-class citizens in
the borough. Councilman James
Mathieu said he believes that the strat-
egy will aid in cutting the budget
without “raising taxes, layoffs or hav-
ing any negative circumstances upon
the services of the residents.”

Mayor Quattrocchi expressed her
gratitude on behalf of council mem-
bers and said she was “very pleased
that they are reaching out to the de-
partment heads to encourage them to
be actively involved in [the master
plan].” Additional updates on the
budget will be further discussed at
the next council meeting on Tuesday,
January 25.

Another concern at Tuesday’s
meeting was the effects of the re-
cent snowstorms, which have
caused a total of 16 traffic and park-
ing related incidents in Garwood.
For instance, school faculty mem-
bers were unable to park in their
assigned spaces due to various un-
authorized vehicles having already
parked in their specific parking
spots, due to the lack of available
space.

Police Chief William Legg said he
wants to solve this problem by set-
ting a two-hour parking limit from 1
to 7 p.m. on school grounds.

former President Clinton, who once
said, “You can’t love your country
and hate your government.”

During the reorganization meet-
ing, Mrs. Scanlon outlined five ini-
tiatives for 2011: opening a child
immunization clinic in Plainfield,
development of a childhood obesity
program as part of Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension’s existing “get mov-
ing, get healthy” program, and
partnering with the county
prosecutor’s office to develop a DVD
on cyberbullying.

The new chairman said the county
would create an Advisory Board for
the Prevention of Youth Violence “to
oversee, implement and sustain
Christopher’s Program,” a program
initiated by Freeholder Nancy Ward
last year aimed at preventing gang
violence. Mrs. Scanlon also said the
county will create a pilot program
“that would enable high-school stu-
dents to see real-world applications
of their studies in county govern-
ment.” She said this would include
leaf composting for students taking
environmental classes and offering
students studying sociology and ger-
ontology the opportunity to observe
patient care at Runnells Specialized
Hospital.

During the business portion of the
meeting, Bruce Paterson of Garwood
questioned a resolution awarding a
$150,000 one-year contract to Win-
ning Strategies Washington/Hoboken
Strategy Group to provide “compre-
hensive federal government relations
and lobbying services.” He said
elected officials, not paid lobbyists,
should provide these types of ser-
vices.

Mr. Paterson also listed his opposi-
tion to a $322,125 contract to the
Union County Alliance. He said the
organization publishes the Union
County Directions newsletter, which
comes out around election time. Both
resolutions passed.

TAMAQUES PARK SUNRISE...Courtesy of Alan Shineman, Westfield.

SPMC Proposed Budget Includes
TV Ads, Magazine and Promos

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Management Corporation
(SPMC) has submitted a 2011 budget
to the township council that it pro-
poses to be financed by the flat $400
assessment per property that was in
force in 2009.

SPMC is beginning its third full
calendar year of operations, and ac-
cording to its annual report that also
was submitted to the council, is seek-
ing to “capitalize and expand upon
the momentum of its first two years.”
The $85,600 operating proposal
would be financed by about $67,000
in property assessments and $18,000
in funds carried over from last year.

David Biagini, president of
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s man-
ager, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that this year’s proposed bud-
get includes funding for three issues
of Simply Scotch Plains, the quar-
terly magazine that debuted last sum-
mer, with an equal amount of money
for a fourth issue earmarked instead
for other promotional purposes.

The proposal also includes funds
for a “student ambassador” program,
enlisting students to assist in, among
other things, distributing information
to SPMC members. Advertising and
promotion efforts comprise 57 per-
cent of the budget proposal, which
the council will examine in coming
weeks. Management expenses ac-
count for about one quarter of the
budget.

Mr. Biagini said the cable televi-
sion commercials featuring the busi-
ness district, which ran on several
networks last month, resulted in a
“good response,” although it is un-
clear how much actual interest the
spots garnered from businesses inter-
ested in possibly relocating to Scotch
Plains. He told The Times it was im-
portant nonetheless for visibility pur-
poses – “to get our name out there”
and “spark some interest to show
what Scotch Plains is doing.”

He said the SPMC’s board of di-
rectors, which next meets on Wednes-
day, January 19, will discuss possi-
bly fine-tuning the television spots,
airing them on different channels and

whether the ads are indeed the most
effective way of spotlighting the busi-
ness district. The proposed 2011 bud-
get includes $10,000 for additional
commercials.

SP Considers Cell
Tower at Public Works

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
government is considering a proposal by
cellular telephone service provider Metro
PCS to erect an antenna tower at the
public works department property on
Plainfield Avenue. Council members
raised a host of issues needing to be
addressed before more formal talks can
proceed. A primary question concerns
whether the township or the company
should construct the tower. The munici-
pal government built the cell tower at the
southside firehouse in 2005, a project that
faced several cost overruns, but yields the
township in excess of $100,000 annually
from fees paid by carriers to house their
antennas on the monopole. The cost of
building that tower, about $500,000, was
recouped within the first several years.

Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said
that from a monetary standpoint, it would
be “more beneficial” for the township to
build and then lease space on the tower
versus MetroPCS building the tower and
renting space, with lesser fees paid to the
municipal government.

Another concern is whether cell com-
panies will have a need to rent space on a
new tower, especially given that a num-
ber of carriers already lease space on a
tower at the nearby Elizabethtown Water
Co. property. There is speculation, though,
that the utility, for facility security pur-
poses, is pushing to have cell antennas
taken off its property, a move that would
require those companies to locate a new,
and nearby, spot for their antennas.

Mr. Lehrer also noted that the public
works property, which is part of the adja-
cent Scotch Hills Country Club property,
may be deemed to be land protected by
state Green Acres regulations, which he
said would make the property off limits to
a cell tower. Mayor Nancy Malool noted
that some residents living near the prop-
erty are likely to be opposed to a tower,
much as residents elsewhere in Scotch
Plains have rallied against similar towers
in their own neighborhoods. “I’d love to
know what the public thinks” about a
possible tower at the public works prop-
erty, the mayor said.
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Scanlon Elected County Chairman,
Freeholder Mirabella Vice-Chair

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Deborah Scanlon
took leadership of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders on Sun-
day as the board’s chairwoman for
2011. In addition, Linda Carter was
sworn in as the newest freeholder and
Dan Sullivan and Bette Jane Kowalski
began their sixth and third terms,
respectively.

Mrs. Scanlon, a Union resident, is
serving her fifth term and was chair-
man in 2003 and vice-chairman last
year. Ms. Carter, who was elected in
November along with Mr. Sullivan
and Ms. Kowalski, replaces Rayland
Van Blake, who did not receive the
Democratic Committee’s endorse-
ment for a second term. Freeholder
Carter was previously Plainfield City
Council president. Freeholder Al
Mirabella of Fanwood was elected as
vice-chairman for the year.

Also sworn in to new terms on
Sunday were Sheriff Ralph Froehlich,
who has served for 33 years, and
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi,
who has been clerk for 15 years after
serving as registrar of deeds and
mortgages for 12 years.

A number of federal, state and
municipal elected officials were in
attendance including United States
Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.),
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th), Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th), Rep. Donald
Payne (D-10th), state Senator Ray
Lesniak (D-20, Elizabeth), Assem-
blywomen Annette Quijano (D-20,
Union) and Linda Stender (D-22,
Fanwood), Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), Joseph
Cryan (D-20, Union), Jerry Green
(D-22, Plainfield) and Albert

Coutinho (D-29, Newark), Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Cranford
Mayor Dan Aschenbach, Westfield
Councilman David Haas and
Plainfield Councilman Adrian Mapp,
a former freeholder.

Sunday’s meeting was held one
day after the shootings in Arizona
that killed a federal judge and a 9-
year-old girl and seriously injured a
congresswoman and two members of
her staff. Her outreach coordinator
was killed along with three senior
citizens.

Mr. Pallone said it was important
that constituent services events, such
as the one Rep. Gabrielle Giffords
(D-Ariz.) was holding, continue.

“She was doing constituency
outreach…It is really important that
continues,” Mr. Pallone said noting
adults and children alike should con-
tinue to have the opportunity to meet
their elective representatives. “We
have to ensure that process contin-
ues.”

Speaking on the “rhetoric” of the

Greg Ryan for for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MR. VICE-CHAIR…Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood is sworn in by State Sen. Ray Lesniak (left) as the vice-chairman
of the Union County Freeholder Board for 2011 as his wife, Phyllis, and children, Alexander and Micayla, hold the Bible
during Sunday’s reorganization meeting.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLEARED EARLY…Pictured above, in the early morning hours after yet
another snowstorm, is Martine Avenue in Fanwood. Martine, as well as many of
the other major arteries and side streets, was easy to navigate do to the plows
working all night to clear the snow.

Fanwood Council Lauds Police
Work on Burglaries Arrest

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Borough Coun-
cil held its first regular monthly meet-
ing of 2011 on Tuesday night. Mayor
Colleen Mahr noted that the flags in
front of Borough Hall on Martine
Avenue were flying at half-staff fol-
lowing the recent shootings in Tuc-
son, Arizona, which she called “a
senseless tragedy.”

Mayor Mahr announced that sus-
pects in a January 7 burglary and
attempted burglary in Fanwood were
apprehended Monday evening. The
mayor said the investigation “took us
into two separate counties” and seven
different jurisdictions.

“My hats go off to the Fanwood
Police Department,” said the mayor,
who noted that Police Chief Richard
Trigo made use of a police “intelli-
gence system” to alert other depart-
ments and coordinate the investiga-
tion.

Mayor Mahr said the Fanwood
Police Department’s website,
fanwoodpolice.org, is being upgraded
to help “get accurate information out
there” and also enable residents to
sign up for “e-mail blasts” to stay
informed about local incidents and
police news.

The mayor encouraged residents
to call the police if they see anything
suspicious. “If something doesn’t

look right, chances are something
isn’t right,” she said.

Regarding the municipal budget
process, Councilman Anthony
Parenti, who heads up the Adminis-
tration and Finance Committee, said
all borough department budgets are
expected to be submitted by depart-
ment heads and then reviewed by the
committee “as quickly as possible”
with the mandated 2 percent munici-
pal budget cap in mind. “I think by
next Monday we will have
something...positive to say,”Mr.
Parenti said.

Mayor Mahr said that a shared
services “summit” will be held by
Union County at the county’s voca-
tional-technical complex in Scotch
Plains on February 2. Fanwood and
other Union County municipalities
have been invited and asked to share
their “areas of interest” regarding
shared services opportunities.

The mayor said the summit will
look at “what shared services look
like today...and where we all go from
here.” On a related note, Councilman
Russell Huegel reported on a handful
of recent shared services activities.

Mr. Huegel said the county recently
did some tree work at Fanwood’s
train station, while the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education is now
responsible for snow plowing at Bor-
ough Hall and recently provided an
electrician to complete some lighting
work.

Council President Joan Wheeler
reported that the borough’s Planning
Board holds its first agenda meeting
of the year on January 18 and will
elect a new chairman; in addition, she
said longtime Planning Board mem-
ber Jack Molenaar is stepping down
and will join the Recreation Com-
mission.

Councilman Mike Szuch reported
that the Recreation Commission,
working with the borough engineer,
is “embarking on a parks master plan”
to look at ways to “change or im-
prove our parks.”

Mayor Mahr also announced plans
to mark Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Day with a “day of service” on Mon-
day, January 17. The day begins with
an opening program from 10 to 11
a.m. at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
YMCA, followed by various volun-
teer activities in Fanwood and Scotch
Plains.

For example, the mayor said vol-
unteers have signed up for indoor
painting work at the Forest Road and
LaGrande Park buildings.

Members of the governing body
took turns expressing their condo-
lences and sharing their reactions re-
garding the shootings in Arizona.
Given that the alleged gunman is a
troubled young man suffering from
mental problems, Ms. Wheeler said,
“I hope, as a result of this, we don’t
look at mental illness in a different
light.”

Ms. Wheeler, whose daughter and
granddaughter live in Arizona, said
she didn’t know if she was more

SPMC Proposed Budget
Includes TV, Magazine Ads

SP Council Considers Cell
Tower at Public Works Lot

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REORGANIZING…During Sunday’s Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders reorganization meeting (pictures, left to right) Freeholder Linda Carter poses with her family after being sworn in to her first term; 2011 Freeholder Chairwoman
Deborah Scanlon is pictured with her family; and officials, including U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), far left, and Assemblyman Joseph Cryan (D-20, Union), watch the proceedings.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Management Corporation
(SPMC) has submitted a 2011 budget
to the township council that it pro-
poses to be financed by the flat $400
assessment per property that was in
force in 2009.

SPMC is beginning its third full
calendar year of operations, and ac-
cording to its annual report that also
was submitted to the council, is seek-
ing to “capitalize and expand upon
the momentum of its first two years.”
The $85,600 operating proposal
would be financed by about $67,000
in property assessments and $18,000
in funds carried over from last year.

David Biagini, president of
FirsTEAManagement, SPMC’s man-
ager, told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that this year’s proposed bud-
get includes funding for three issues
of Simply Scotch Plains, the quar-
terly magazine that debuted last sum-
mer, with an equal amount of money
for a fourth issue earmarked instead
for other promotional purposes.

The proposal also includes funds

for a “student ambassador” program,
enlisting students to assist in, among
other things, distributing information
to SPMC members. Advertising and
promotion efforts comprise 57 per-
cent of the budget proposal, which
the council will examine in coming
weeks. Mr. Biagini said the cable
television commercials featuring the
business district, which ran on sev-
eral networks last month, resulted in
a “good response,” although it is un-
clear how much actual interest the
spots garnered from businesses inter-
ested in possibly relocating to Scotch
Plains. He told The Times it was im-
portant nonetheless for visibility pur-
poses – “to get our name out there”
and “spark some interest to show
what Scotch Plains is doing.”

He said the SPMC’s board of di-
rectors, which next meets on Wednes-
day, January 19, will discuss possi-
bly fine-tuning the television spots,
airing them on different channels and
whether the ads are indeed the most
effective way of spotlighting the busi-
ness district. The proposed 2011 bud-
get includes $10,000 for additional
commercials.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship government will give further con-
sideration to a proposal by cellular
telephone service provider Metro PCS
to erect an antenna tower at the public
works department property on
Plainfield Avenue.

At the governing body’s first con-
ference meeting of the year on  Janu-
ary 4, council members raised a host
of issues needing to be addressed
before more formal talks with
MetroPCS can proceed. A primary
question concerns whether the town-
ship government or the company
should construct the tower itself. The
municipal government built the cell

tower at the southside firehouse in
2005, a project that faced several
cost overrun issues, but yields the
township government in excess of
$100,000 annually from fees paid
by various cell carriers to house
their antennas on the monopole. The
cost of building that tower, about
$500,000, was recouped within the
first several years.

Township attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
said that from a monetary stand-
point, it would be “more beneficial”
for the township to build and then
lease space on the tower versus
MetroPCS building the tower and
renting space, with lesser fees paid
to the municipal government.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Freeholders

Paul Lachenauer for for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ANOTHER TERM…Daniel Antonelli is sworn in as Fanwood’s municipal
prosecutor for another one-year term by Mayor Colleen Mahr at the borough
council’s reorganization meeting on January 2.

Paul Lachenauer for for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING THE OATH…Michelle Jaker takes the oath from Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr for another one-year term as Fanwood’s municipal public defender
at the borough council’s reorganization meeting on January 2.

David B. Corbin for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORNING WALK...This deer family takes their morning stroll in the woods on
Union Street bordering Garwood and Westfield.

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains  Cell Tower
Another concern is whether cell

companies will have a need to rent
space on a new tower, especially given
that a number of carriers already lease
space on a tower at the nearby
Elizabethtown Water Co. property.
There is speculation, though, that the
utility, for facility security purposes,
is pushing to have cell antennas taken
off its property, a move that would
require those companies to locate a
new, and nearby, spot for their anten-
nas.

Addressing other issues, Mr. Lehrer
also noted that the public works prop-
erty, which is part of the adjacent
Scotch Hills Country Club property,
may be deemed to be land protected
by state Green Acres regulations,
which, he said, would make the prop-
erty off limits to a cell tower. Mayor
Nancy Malool noted that some resi-
dents living near the property are
likely to be opposed to a tower, much
as residents elsewhere in Scotch
Plains have rallied against similar
towers in their own neighborhoods.
“I’d love to know what the public
thinks” about a possible tower at the
public works property, the mayor said.

In other business at the conference
meeting — which was held for the
first time in the council chambers in
an effort to encourage more residents
to attend — Township Manager Chris
Marion and Public Works Director
Kevin Ward provided the council with
a review of snow removal efforts dur-
ing and after the Sunday, December
26 blizzard that left more than two
feet of snow. Mr. Ward said the town-
ship is applying for state and federal
aid to help defray some of the costs
involved, much of which went to pay
personnel. He noted that public works
employees working on that Sunday
were paid double time due to it being
a holiday weekend.

“Our equipment performed won-
derfully,” he said, and praised his
staff including several who were on
scheduled vacation who, nonetheless,
called and offered to come in to assist
in the snow removal efforts.

Mr. Ward noted several operational
difficulties his department faced, in-
cluding a private contractor slated to
plow certain streets who never showed
up. That was not found out until
Monday, Mr. Ward told the council,

when public works department in-
spections found a number of southside
streets on the contractor’s route had
not been plowed.

Several township plows also got
stuck in the deep and drifting snow,
Mr. Ward said, adding that poor vis-
ibility during the height of the storm
made it nearly impossible for plows
to remove snow right up to the
curblines. Nevertheless, he said, “I
think we got through it well.”

Mayor Malool told Mr. Ward that
his department had done “a damned
good job.” Deputy Mayor Mary
DePaola, noting some criticism from
residents but sympathizing with Mr.
Ward’s staff given the depth of the
storm, said it was important for people
to “have some sort of understanding
of human capability” when it comes
to snow removal.

Councilman Kevin Glover, though,
said he had driven through neighbor-
ing Fanwood and Edison four days
after the storm and said that, com-
pared to Scotch Plains’ streets, he had
seen “lots of blacktop” in those com-
munities. He showed a few photo-
graphs he had taken of unidentified
township streets he said were still
snow-covered as of December 30 and
asked why streets in Fanwood seemed
to have been better cleared.

Mr. Ward pointed out that
Fanwood’s public works team has
one-square mile to cover while Mr.
Ward’s department is responsible for
nine square miles. Mr. Glover also
complained to Mr. Marion that he
had not received any updates during
the storm on conditions in town, snow
removal efforts being made or any
other pertinent information he felt he
and his council colleagues should
have received. Mr. Marion said he
had been in close contact with Mr.
Ward and the mayor while Mr. Marion
was snowbound at his Monmouth
County home, but had limited com-
munication resources with which to
provide ongoing updates to the coun-
cil.

Mr. Ward pledged, as part of a
wider effort at improving communi-
cations within the township, to better
inform the council during any future
weather-related events.

The council’s first regular meeting
will be on Tuesday, January 18.

national health insurance debate, Mr.
Pallone said it was important that
people think about what they say. He
said violence should never be used as
a tool to get a message across.

Rep. Lance, who represents 16 of
the 21 towns in Union County as part
of his Seventh District, said, “Gov-
ernment service is what is at the es-
sence of our Democracy.” He quoted
new House Speaker John Boehner
(R-Ohio) as saying the shootings were
an “inhuman” and “heinous” act of
violence. Mr. Lance also mentioned
the shootings of Congresswoman
Giffords’ staff, saying that Congres-
sional staffers often do much of the
important work behind the scenes.

“I am committed to working in a
civil way on civic matters,” Mr. Lance
said.

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte DeFilippo said she
was concerned over heightened rheto-
ric in political circles. She specifi-
cally mentioned former Republican
vice-presidential contender Sarah
Palin’s website during last year’s cam-
paign, which she said “targeted” Ms.
Giffords for defeat. She also men-
tioned, although not by name, Ne-
vada United States Senate Republi-
can candidate Sharon Angle, who
was supported by Tea Party members
in her race against Senator Harry
Reid (D-Nev.).

“I say I am not surprised (by the
shootings),” Ms. DeFilippo said. She
called for a “higher level” of political
discussions in the future. She quoted
former President Clinton, who once
said, “You can’t love your country
and hate your government.”

During the reorganization meet-
ing, Mrs. Scanlon outlined five ini-

tiatives for 2011: opening a child
immunization clinic in Plainfield,
development of a childhood obesity
program as part of Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension’s existing “get mov-
ing, get healthy” program, and
partnering with the county
prosecutor’s office to develop a DVD
on cyber bullying.

The new chairman said the county
would create an Advisory Board for
the Prevention of Youth Violence “to
oversee, implement and sustain
Christopher’s Program,” a program
initiated by Freeholder Nancy Ward
last year aimed at preventing gang
violence.

Mrs. Scanlon also said the county
will create a pilot program “that would
enable high school students to see
real-world applications of their stud-
ies in county government.” She said
this would include leaf composting
for students taking environmental
classes and enabling students study-
ing sociology and gerontology the
opportunity to observe patient care at
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

During the business portion of the
meeting, Bruce Paterson of Garwood
questioned a resolution awarding a
$150,000 one-year contract to Win-
ning Strategies Washington/Hoboken
Strategy Group to provide “compre-
hensive federal government relations
and lobbying services.” He said
elected officials, not paid lobbyists,
should provide these services.

Mr. Paterson also listed his opposi-
tion to a $322,125 contract to the
Union County Alliance. He said the
organization publishes the Union
County Directions newsletter, which
comes out around election time. Both
resolutions passed.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council
angry or sad about the shootings.
“The world is so upside down,” she
added.

Councilman Parenti, a former
Fanwood police  chief, pointing to
gun violence in the United States
said, “Too much of it’s going on and
we need to figure out a way to stop it.”

Councilman Szuch said the inci-
dent highlights “how important it is
to be aware of yourself and your
surroundings.”

Cranford Proposes to End
Parking Fees on Centennial

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD  – The township com-
mittee on Tuesday introduced an or-
dinance to end paid parking on Cen-
tennial Avenue.

“This is something we need to do
for businesses along Centennial Av-
enue,” said Commissioner Edward
O’Malley. The ordinance, the first to
be introduced this year, would re-
move the pay stations on that thor-
oughfare; a move that Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach said was needed to boost
business activity there. He also said
the cost of owning and operating the
stations outweighed the revenue col-
lected.

The vote to introduce the ordi-
nance, which will be voted on after a
public hearing on Tuesday, February
8, was 4-1, with Commissioner David
Robinson voting “no.” Two other
commissioners – Mark Dugan and
Kevin Campbell – voted to intro-
duce, but said they wanted to receive
more information on the financial
ramifications of removing the pay
stations.

Before next month’s public hear-
ing, the parking committee and the
Centennial Village Committee will
have a chance to weigh in on the

proposed ordinance.
In other business, a host of ap-

pointments were announced, both by
the mayor and by the committee,
including nine residents named to a
citizens finance strategy team headed
by Commissioner O’Malley that will
undertake a line-by-line review of
the municipal budget and suggest
cuts.

Mayor Aschenbach also named
eight residents to an affordable-hous-
ing task force headed by Commis-
sioner Campbell that the mayor said
will “help set the stage” for opportu-
nities for additional affordable hous-
ing in Cranford.

The mayor announced that the
township committee would meet on
Saturday, January 22, to review a
variety of 2011 municipal budget rec-
ommendations. That session will be
a follow-up to last week’s special
budget meeting that featured a
PowerPoint presentation showing that
the township budget, as presently
constituted and prior to the township
committee’s upcoming review, would
require a 13.3-percent increase in the
property-tax levy –well above the
state-mandated 2-percent property-
tax cap.

Chief Financial Officer Jeffrey
Theriault said that, at present, the
governing body will only be able to
increase the municipal portion of the
property-tax levy by about $450,000,
and pointed out that the fees paid to
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Author-
ity are set to rise by about $200,000.

A squabble arose at the end of the
meeting when resident Tina Renna
criticized Mayor Aschenbach and
called him a “liar” for what she said
were his “misstatements” about a
program in which Ms. Renna appears
on Cranford TV-35.

The township committee’s next
meeting will be on Tuesday, January
25.

Mayor Samuel Raia Elected
New NJGOP Chairman

PRINCETON – In a press release
from the New Jersey Republican Party,
it was announced that the New Jersey
Republican State Committee elected
Saddle River Mayor Samuel Raia, by
a vote of 20 to 1, as the new Republi-
can State Chairman on Tuesday night.

Governor Chris Christie said, “I
look forward to working with Chair-
man Raia in the months ahead, as we
continue to grow the party and build
on the accomplishments of the last
two years.”

Mayor Raia said, “I am incredibly
honored for the opportunity to lead
the party, and thank Governor Christie
and the state committee for placing
their trust in me. There is no doubt
this is an important election year.
During the coming months, I plan on
working closely with the party lead-
ership to win back control of the state
Senate and Assembly this fall.”

“Tonight is only the latest example
of how eager and motivated the party
is to continue the reforms that began
just over a year ago when the Gover-
nor was sworn into office,” said

NJGOP National Committeeman Bill
Palatucci of Westfield. “As a success-
ful business owner and seasoned
elected official, Sam is a good fit to
lead the state committee and brings a
lot to the table. He (Governor Christie)
couldn’t have chosen a better person
to run our party in this important
election year and I look forward to
working alongside him.”

Chairman Raia announced then that
Amanda De Palma would be the new
executive director of the New Jersey
Republican State Committee.

Mrs. De Palma was most recently
the director of intergovernmental af-
fairs for Governor Christie. Mrs. De
Palma has served in numerous politi-
cal and campaign roles including:
Christie for Governor (political di-
rector, 2009), Scott Garrett for Con-
gress (campaign manager, 2008),
Rudy Giuliani for President (N.J.
executive director, 2008), and Tom
Kean, Jr. for U.S. Senate (statewide
field director, 2006).

Mrs. De Palma resides with her
husband in Clark.

GW Looks to Budget Cuts
To Help Keep Taxes Down

By ROBERT BETHEA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The first Garwood
borough council meeting of the new
year started Tuesday night with
Patricia Quattrocchi serving as the
borough’s newly elected mayor.  Of-
ficials said one of the main concerns
going into 2011 is the need to restore
the community’s economic balance
through cuts in the municipal budget.

Mayor  Quattrocchi and the council,
while still in the process of finding
helpful ways to fully resolve this issue,
are aiming to accomplish this goal with
a new strategy called “the master plan.”

The plan will be used to carry on
with budget cuts without fiancially
affecting working-class citizens in
the borough. Councilman James
Mathieu said he believes that the strat-
egy will aid in cutting the budget
without “raising taxes, layoffs or hav-
ing any negative circumstances upon
the services of the residents.”

Mayor Quattrocchi expressed her
gratitude on behalf of council mem-
bers and said she was “very pleased
that they are reaching out to the de-
partment heads to encourage them to
be actively involved in [the master
plan].” Additional updates on the
budget will be further discussed at
the next council meeting on Tuesday,
January 25.

Another concern at Tuesday’s meet-

ing was the effects of the recent snow-
storms, which have caused a total of 16
traffic and parking related incidents in
Garwood. For instance, school faculty
members were unable to park in their
assigned spaces due to various unau-
thorized vehicles having already parked
in their specific parking spots, due to
the lack of  available parking spaces.

Police Chief William Legg said he
wants to solve this problem by set-
ting a two-hour parking limit from 1
to 7 p.m. on school grounds.

Robert Bathea for The Times
NEW LEADERSHIP...Garwood
Mayor Patricia  Quattrocchia signs
documents following Tuesday night’s
council meeting.
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Westfield Appointments Told
WESTFIELD – The following  ap-

pointments were made at the reorga-
nization meeting of the Westfield Town
Council:

Planning Board, James Foerst
(council representative); Board of Ad-
justment, Mark Doherty, Mary Alice
Ryan, Jack Schwetji (alternate) and
Andrew Wasserman (alt.)

Special Improvement District
Board, Jamie Chaves, merchant; Lee
Hale; Councilman Mark Ciarrocca,
Shawn Hanna (mayor’s designee) and
Town Administrator James Gildea.

Employee Appointments: Town At-
torney, Robert Cockren; Municipal
Prosecutor, Anthony Prieto; Public
Defender, Gavin Handwerker, and La-
bor Attorney, Frederick Danser, 3rd.

Board appointments: Board of
Health, Dr. Seymour Koslowsky,
Mitchell Beinhaker, Sam Della Fera
(council liaison); Recreation Commis-
sion, James Marvin, Chairman; Larry
McDermott, Peter Echausse, Gary Fox,
Kevin Neylan (alt.), Brett Glenn (alt.),
Frank Arena (council liaison).

Historic Preservation Commission:
Christopher Miele, Dave Lovato, Eric
Diddel, Kelly Kessler, Vicki Kimmins
(council liaison); Tree Preservation
Commission, Mike Schumann, David
Haas (council liaison); Memorial Li-
brary Board, Stacey Weinman, Doug
Stokes, and Keith Loughlin (council
liaison).

Communications Advisory Board:
Dierdre Malacrea, Ed Stellingwerf, and
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins;
Westfield Housing Commission, David
Oliviera, Joseph Farella, Katherine
Clifford, and Ronald Bansky.

Planning Board: Robert Newell,
Thomas Walsh, Dan Clifford (alt.);
Mark LoGrippo (mayor’s designee),
Town Engineer Kris McAloon; Com-
munity Development Revenue Shar-
ing Committee, David Oliviera and
Town Engineer Kris McAloon; Insur-
ance Advisory Board, Ronald Bansky
and Joseph Dazzo; Solid Waste Advi-
sory Board, Vincent Spera; Union
County Transportation Advisory Board,
John Morgan and George Lanzano; Air
Traffic Advisory Board, Jerome Feder
and Rosemary Millet.

Council liaisons: Chamber of Com-
merce, JoAnn Neylan; Union County
League of Municipalities, Mayor An-
drew Skibitsky; Board of Education,
Mark Ciarrocca; 2nd Senior Citizens
Housing Corporation, Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky; Municipal Alliance/
PANDA, JoAnn Neylan.

Town Council standing committees:
Finance Policy Committee, Mark
Ciarrocca, chairman; Sam Della Fera,
vice-chairman; JoAnn Neylan and
David Haas; Public Safety, Transpor-
tation and Parking Committee, JoAnn
Neylan, chairman, Keith Loughlin,
vice-chairman, Mark Ciarrocca and
Jim Foerst; Code Review and Town
Property Committee, Jim Foerst, chair-
man; Vicki Kimmins, vice-chairman;
Frank Arena and Sam Della Fera;
Public Works Committee, Frank
Arena, chairman; David Haas, vice-
chairman; Vicki Kimmins and Keith
Loughlin.

Pallone Seeks President
To OK Aid for Blizzard

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep. Frank
Pallone, Jr.  (D-6th) has sent a letter
calling on President Barack Obama to
approval federal disaster aid for the
state in response to the blizzard that
recently struck New Jersey. Mr. Pallone
ask the President to make a formal
declaration of major disaster areas in
order for the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA) to immedi-
ately provide assistance to New Jersey
residents impacted by the storm. The
text of the letter appears below:

In his letter Mr. Pallone told the
President, “The winter snow storm has
left as much as 32 inches of snow in
certain areas and created snow drifts up
to five feet. The winter storm has cre-
ated dangerous circumstances that have
caused human and material harm…it is
important that all the resources neces-
sary are provided without delay.”

Lance Focused on Federal
Spending In New Term
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) began his sec-
ond term in the House of Representa-
tives last Wednesday, as the largest
freshman class in Congress since the
late 1940s was sworn in by new
Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio).

Mr. Lance, a member of the House
Financial Services Committee the
past two years, said his focus remains
on reining in federal spending. “I
don’t think we can balance the bud-
get overnight, not this year or per-
haps not next year, but I think we
need a glide path toward a balanced
budget,” he said.

The Congressman said the annual
current federal deficit is in the $1.2-
$1.3 trillion range. “I would like to
get these annual deficits down sig-
nificantly,” he said, saying he would
like to see balanced annual federal
budgets within the next few years. He
gave credit to former President Bill
Clinton and the Republican majority
in Congress in the mid-1990s for
balancing the annual budgets.

“I hope and believe that fiscal re-
sponsibility is on the minds of every-
body in Washington (in 2011). It’s
certainly on my mind,” Mr. Lance
said.

The Congressman said he looks
forward to working under the leader-
ship of Mr. Boehner, saying the new
speaker has advocated for “many
more open rules that will permit the
minority (party)” to offer amend-
ments, which he said was not permit-
ted in the last session of Congress
under the Democratic majority.

Under new House rules approved
by the new House majority, Mr. Lance
said members also would not be al-
lowed to vote on bills until after they
have been released for review by the
public 72 hours prior to a vote. “This
is especially important for groups
that follow legislation and make the
general public aware of the contents
of bills,” he said.

Mr. Lance said the new GOP ma-
jority would “be much more busi-
ness-friendly.” He said Republicans
hope “to enact policies that will help
bring that (9.7 percent) unemploy-
ment rate down.”

“The critical issue confronting the
American people is the state of the
American economy,” Mr. Lance said.

He also said he likes President
Barack Obama’s pick of William Daly

as chief of staff, replacing Rahm
Emanuel, who left last year to run for
mayor of Chicago. Mr. Daly, son of
the late Chicago Mayor Richard J.
Daly and brother of current Mayor
Richard M. Daly, served as com-
merce secretary in the Clinton Ad-
ministration from 1997 to 2000. “This
was an early indication that the Presi-
dent recognizes that he shouldn’t be
antagonistic toward business,” Mr.
Lance said.

The House Republican leadership
postponed an  expected vote on re-
scinding the health-care law follow-
ing the Arizona shootings, including
a  Congresswoman and federal judge,
on Saturday.

“I think we are going to have an up-
or-down vote; that’s what we prom-
ised the people in our campaign. I
indicated in my campaign very vig-
orously that I wanted to start over (by
redrafting a health-care-reform bill.)”
He admitted that with Democrats
holding a 51-47 majority in the Sen-
ate (in addition to two Independents
caucusing with Democrats), and with
President Obama able to veto the bill
if it reaches his desk, the health-care
law would likely not be rescinded in
this session of Congress.

“But I think (the GOP vote) is an
opening indication that we want to
engage in…repeal, replace and re-
form (of the health-care law),” Mr.
Lance said. “The CBO (Congres-
sional Budget Office) indicated that
this is not budget neutral.” The Con-
gressman said he favors parts of the
health-care law such as letting adult
children stay on their parents’ health-
insurance policies until they are in
their middle 20s and not denying
health insurance to anyone for preex-
isting conditions.

Mr. Lance said he was opposed to
the total costs of the health-care law.
“I think the promise was made this
would lower the cost of health care. I
don’t think that has been borne out by
the facts,” Mr. Lance said.

“I hope that the White House and
the Administration and the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
are willing to work with the new ma-
jority in the House,” Mr. Lance said.
“Time will tell, but I entered the new
term in the hope that there could be
bipartisan government in a way that
did not exist these last two years the
other party was in charge of all elected
branches of (federal) government.
Now the situation has been modified.”

WITHSTANDING CHALLENGE Union County Sheriff’s Officer Luis Alfaro,
left, of Elizabeth shows Sheriff Ralph Froehlich the award he received for
completing the John H. Stamler Police Academy Red Brick Road Physical
Challenge. Officer Alfaro was the 17th recruit in recent academy classes to
complete the demanding voluntary challenge that included timed races, weight
lifting and finishing the academy’s obstacle course in one minute.

Volunteers Needed For
C.H.I.L.D. At Recycling Ctr.
FANWOOD — The C.H.I.L.D. Or-

ganization of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood helps to staff the Fanwood
Recycling Center on Watson Road in
Fanwood in return for a modest sti-
pend.

Volunteers are needed to help with
this staffing for only a few of hours
for the next recycling day on Satur-
day, January 29. The money is used to
help kids in Scotch Plains, Fanwood
through informational programs for
them and educational programs for
their parents along with a special
recognition event for the children at
the end of the school year.

On Saturday, January 29 volun-
teers are needed to help on load
recyclable materials (glass, plastics,
cans) from the trunks of waiting cars
and deposit them into the correct
storage bins.

Two shifts are available, from

8:45 to 11:05 a.m. and/or 10:45
a.m. to 1:10 p.m. Volunteers should
wear old clothes, sturdy shoes and
bring work gloves. The outdoor
facility is opened throughout the
year regardless of the weather. Vol-
unteers range from students, 6th,
7th and 8th through high school
and adadults.

All those interested in wanting
to help should call (908) 322-4020
and ask for Susan.

Student volunteers who need let-
ters of recognition regarding their
student community service for their
high school student portfolios, any
senior projects or religious education
programs can receive them by par-
ticipating in this program.

For more information about
C.H.I.L.D. programs and events, visit
the C.H.I.L.D website  at
www.childorgspf.org.

Gov. Christie Signs Bills
Including Anti-Bullying

TRENTON –Governor Chris
Christie signed the following bills
into law on January 4:

S-104/A-1758 — Requires state
entities to examine opportunity of
minority and women-owned finan-
cial institutions to serve as senior
managing underwriters.

SCS for S-514/ACS for A-1592
— Permits bids for public works
contracts to be withdrawn due to
mistakes in certain circumstances.

S-911/A-2309 – Upgrades penal-
ties for assaulting certain health care
professionals and workers at health-
care facilities and human services
and veterans’ facilities.

S-1537/A-3264 – Clarifies that
gang related incident offense report
is to be forwarded to Superintendent
of State Police for inclusion in Uni-
form Crime Report.

A-2305/S-1179 – Expands “Jer-
sey Fresh” program to include “Made
with Jersey Fresh” designation of
certain baked goods and other food
products.

On January 5, Governor Chris
Christie signed into law:

S-1557/A-3294 – Revises statutes
concerning public adjusters.

S-1931/A-2811 – Establishes New
Jersey Aphasia Study Commission.

S-2380/ACS for A-3450 – Re-
quires four weeks pre-notification
of exhaustion of unemployment in-
surance benefits.

A-410/S-1846 – Revises the “con-
struction lien law.”

A-483/S-175 – Establishes the “In-
terstate Insurance Product Regula-
tion Compact.”

A-1637/S-2309 – Permits adver-
tising on exterior of school buses.

A-3466/S-2392 – The “Anti-Bul-
lying Bill of Rights Act.”

The Governor conditionally ve-
toed the following legislation:

S-1248/A-2900 – Requires local
unit or authority to provide director
of the Division of Local Govern-
ment Services with report concern-
ing lawsuits to which it is a party
before budget is approved:

A-3359/S-2388 – Prohibits prac-
tice of excluding unemployed indi-
viduals in advertisements for job
vacancies.

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com
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30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK
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Lance Praises Reforms
Passed By New Majority

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) said the re-
forms passed during the opening
days of the 112th Congress shows
that the new congressional majority
is serious about bringing fiscal san-
ity to Washington, D.C.

Among the new reforms passed
by Congress are “cut-as-you-go,”
which replaces the “pay-as-you-go”
rule  requiring new mandatory spend-
ing to be offset with cuts to existing
programs and a spending cut
“lockbox” which will apply to floor
amendments that make cuts to ap-
propriations bills. Cuts will go to a
special account in effort to make it
easier to reduce overall size of spend-
ing bills.

A Fiscal 2011 spending cap now
requires the House Budget Commit-
tee chairman to establish a budget
enforcement mechanism for the re-
mainder of fiscal 2011. Also new is
a debt limit which Eliminates the
“Gephardt rule” that allowed the
House to pass a debt ceiling increase
upon adoption by both chambers of
a concurrent budget resolution. In

addition, all bills will now have to be
posted online for three calendar days
before a final floor consideration.

Committees will now be required
to post their rules online, provide
three-day notice for markups,
webcast all hearings and markups,
post roll call votes within 48 hours
and text of adopted amendments
within 24 hours after a markup. In
addition, sponsors of all legislation
must submit statement in the Con-
gressional Record explaining the
bill’s constitutional basis. The House
voted last week to reduce the operat-
ing budgets of committees, leader-
ship offices, and individual lawmak-
ers’ offices by 5 percent, saving tax-
payers $35 million in the first year.

“The House rules reforms coupled
with [the House Majority’s] action
to trim congressional office budget
spending makes it clearly evident to
me that the new 112th Congressional
majority is serious about cutting fed-
eral spending, reducing the deficit
and restoring public confidence in
the way the Congress does its busi-
ness,” Mr. Lance said.

  345 North Ave. Garwood, NJ 07027
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Bill Would Extend Bus,
Housing Tax Credits
TRENTON – Legislation that

would extend the eligibility of cer-
tain business and housing project tax
credits available to New Jersey busi-
nesses has been approved by the stare
Assembly.

A-3143 would extend the eligibil-
ity of businesses to invest in certain
business or housing projects for tax
credits under the state’s “Urban Tran-
sit Hub Tax Credit Act” (UTHTCA)
and the “New Jersey Economic
Stimulus Act of 2009.” Under the
UTHTCA, a business may receive a
tax credit of up to 100 percent of its
qualified capital investment in a busi-
ness facility that is located in an ur-
ban transit hub and employs at least
250 people at the facility.

Christie Puts Forth Trans.
Plan; Sweeney Objects

TRENTON –Governor Chris
Christie has put forward a five-year
transportation capital plan (Senate
Bill 1866) he says will improve criti-
cal infrastructure throughout New
Jersey and begin to end the state’s
long over reliance on debt to finance
transportation projects.

“Today, we are continuing to put
New Jersey on the path towards fiscal
health and proposing a sensible and
responsible plan that prioritizes vital
transportation projects, while limit-
ing the already-heavy debt burden
carried by the taxpayers of our state,”
Governor Christie said.

The plan consists of cash contribu-
tions from the general fund and the
New Jersey Turnpike Authority, bond-
ing and $1.8 billion in projects re-
quested by the Governor to be under-
taken by the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) in
conjunction with the state’s Depart-
ment of Transportation. As a result,
the state will be able to provide $1.6
billion each year for five years for
transportation projects throughout
New Jersey, including $672 million
for New Jersey Transit capital needs
and $200 million per year for local
government projects, according to
the Governor’s press office.

Projects included in the plan are:
Pulaski Skyway, Wittpenn Bridge
(Route 7 Wittpenn bridge connecting
Kearny between Routes 139 and 1&9
to the east, and the Turnpike Inter-
change 15W to the west); Route 139
(linking Holland Tunnel, Routes 1&9,
I-78 Turnpike extension, and local
roadways in Jersey City and
Hoboken), and Portway New Road, a
proposed roadway connecting St.
Paul’s Avenue along the CSX rail-
road crossing over New County Road
and terminating at Secaucus Road in
Jersey City.

The former plan, which is about to

expire, began in Fiscal Year 2007 and
provided $8 billion ($1.6 billion per
year) for transportation projects, in-
cluding $200 million per year for
local government projects.

“This plan relied on a stable $895
million annual general fund appro-
priation that became almost entirely
devoted to making debt payments,
instead of funding current transpor-
tation needs,” according a press re-
lease from the Governor’s office. “The
Christie transportation capital plan
begins to reverse this irresponsible
practice.” The Christie plan includes
approximately $1.8 billion in “pay as
you go” cash contributions, provid-
ing almost 37 percent pay “as you
go” funding.

Senate President Stephen Sweeney
(D-3, West Deptford) was critical of
the Governor’s plan. “I thought debt
was a dirty word to Republicans.
Unless, as with other things, GOP
fashions change as the Governor says
they will. Billions of dollars in more
borrowing is just pushing the real
costs onto future taxpayers.”

“There is nothing in the plan that
will provide long-term fiscal stabil-
ity to the TTF (Transportation Trust
Fund),” Mr. Sweeney said.

Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce (R-26, Whippany), however,
called Governor Christie’s five-year
transportation program a “fiscally
sound plan.”

“The fact that taxpayers will not
have to shoulder the burden in order
to fund the $8 billion program is
something many skeptics didn’t
think could be done, but Governor
Christie has proven them
wrong…The governor’s plan is a
win-win and should be embraced
for achieving the dual goal of invest-
ing in a critical need without in-
creasing taxes or borrowing end-
lessly.”

Bramnick Hails Signing
Of Bus. Retention Bill

TRENTON — New Jersey’s re-
building economy will have another
powerful tool to keep businesses from
heading to other states under a bill
signed into law by Governor Chris
Christie, which was sponsored by
Assemblyman Anthony Bucco (LD-
25, Randolph) and Republican Con-
ference Leader Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield).

The bipartisan law, A-3389, makes
New Jersey’s Business Retention and
Relocation Assistance Grant Program
more favorable to job retention. This
program played a large role in keep-
ing Honeywell International, a $33-
billion international company, in its
Morris Township headquarters where
it now plans to build new office facili-
ties, a hotel and residential units,
according to a press release from
Assembly Republicans.

The law revises the grant program,
which awards tax credits against the
corporation business tax and various
taxes on insurers, most notably by
increasing tax credits from $1,500
per employee to up to $9,000 de-
pending on how many jobs are actu-
ally retained by businesses that have
viable offers to move to another state,
according to the press release.

“This is another signal that Tren-
ton will no longer treat New Jersey
businesses like a piñata. Beating up
on businesses has only hurt the state’s
economy and cost people their jobs,”
Mr. Bramnick said. “Governor
Christie will continue to fix New
Jersey’s broken economy and these
incentives will go a long way toward
repairing the damage done and jobs
lost over the past decade.”

Meanwhile Senate President
Stephen Sweeney (LD-3 West
Deptford), and Assembly Speaker
Sheila Oliver (LD-34, East Orange)
hailed the passage of about 20 bills
designed to create jobs and economic
development throughout New Jersey.

“Today we sent a strong message
to residents and the business commu-
nity that 2011 will not be another lost
year for New Jersey’s economy,” Mr.
Sweeney said. “This is the bold, ag-
gressive effort we need to start the
year right and to attract businesses
and create good jobs.”

The Assembly and Senate on Thurs-
day approved bills that would, among
other things: reform corporate busi-
nesses taxes to help New Jersey busi-
nesses stay competitive with those in
other states, expand tax credits to
promote economic development
around mass transit systems, estab-
lish a new program to stimulate eco-
nomic activity by encouraging busi-
nesses to stay, expand and move to
New Jersey, create a new program to
entice students to enter fields that
have labor shortages.

The package also implements a

program to allow the unemployed to
receive on-the-job training to help
learn new skills and find work, pro-
motes investment in emerging tech-
nology companies in New Jersey, and
revises and broadens the way finan-
cial assistance is handled under a
business retention and relocation as-
sistance program.

Democrats are also hailing of the
Back to Work NJ job creation and
economic development initiative.

The measure (A-1458) would cre-
ate a “Banking Development District
Program” to encourage the establish-
ment of branches in areas where there
is a demonstrated need for banking
services. A municipality, in conjunc-
tion with a bank, would be able to
submit an application to the commis-
sioner for a banking development dis-
trict within a specified geographic area.

A bank could submit an applica-
tion to open a branch in the proposed
banking development district simul-
taneously with submission of the ap-
plication for the designation of a bank-
ing development district.

Republican lawmakers Legislation
hailed Assembly approval of legisla-
tion that changes the formula used to
calculate a business’s corporate tax
liability in New Jersey from three
factors to one.

Under current law, the tax liability
in New Jersey for a company with
multi-state operations is calculated
according to the percentage of its
sales, property holdings and payroll
in New Jersey, relative to its entire
operation.

.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com
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Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800
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TOWN OF WESTFIELD

2011 RECYCLING COLLECTION SCHEDULE

WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

January 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27
February 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24
March 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24
April 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21
May 2, 16, 30* 3, 17, 31 4, 18 5, 19
June 13, 27 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30
July 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28
August 8, 22 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25
September 5*, 19 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22
October 3, 17, 31 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20
November 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17
December 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28 1, 15, 29

• May 30th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, June 3rd

• September 5th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday,
September 9th

Business Owners
Invited for Breakfast,
Economic Discussion
WESTFIELD – District 21 Legis-

lators will  host a breakfast with local
business owners in Westfield on
Wednesday, January 19, from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. at Rockin Joes in Westfield,
20 Prospect Street. Senator Tom Kean
will join Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(all LD-21, Westfield and Summit)
for a discussion with local business
owners. All local business owners are
invited to discuss economic growth,
job creation and any issues with state
government mandates.

Lautenberg Seeks to Ban
High-Capacity Ammo Clips

Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.)
on Monday proposed banning high-
capacity ammunition clips, similar to
those used by Jared Loughner, 22, the
shooter of 20 persons including Rep.
Gabrielle Giffords (D-Ariz.), a fed-
eral judge and a 9-year-old, last Sat-
urday, as well as by a Virginia Tech
student who killed 32 classmates and
himself in 2007. Mr. Lautenberg is
working on the legislation with Rep.
Carolyn McCarthy (D-N.Y.), whose
husband was killed and son seriously
injured by a mass shooter on a New
York train in the 1990s.
Webber Resigns As GOP Chair,

Replaced by Saddle River Mayor
Jay Webber, a Morris county as-

semblyman, resigned last week as
chairman of the New Jersey Repub-
lican State Committee. Governor
Chris Christie named Sam Raia,
mayor of Saddle River, as the new
chairman.

 Mr. Webber said he wants to focus
on his role as chairman of the Repub-
licans’ redistricting efforts and as a
member of the Assembly Budget
Committee, according to
newjerseynewsroom.com. Mr.
Webber served as chairman since the
summer of 2009.

Ferguson Nomination Dies
In Senate Inaction

A number of Governor Chris
Christie’s nominations died this
week following inaction by the state
Senate. Among those were former
Seventh District Rep. Mike
Ferguson’s nomination as chairman
of the New Jersey Sports and Expo-
sition Authority and former Attor-
ney General David Samson’s ap-
pointment for chairman of the Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey.

Tempers flared Monday morning
during a state Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing considering the nomi-
nation of Ron Gravino for commis-
sioner on the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority (NJT), according to nj.com.
But, in the end, the committee ap-
proved the nomination. Democrats
were critical of Mr. Gravino’s role as
treasurer to Reform Jersey Now, an
issues advocacy group promoting
Christie Administration reforms and
targeted some Democrats. Reform

Jersey Now raised $624,000 before
ceasing operations at the end of last
year, nj.com reported.

Sweeney Resigns
As Gloucester Freeholder

State Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (LD-3, West Deptford) has
resigned as Gloucester County free-
holder. He had come under increased
criticism for being a dual-office holder
following a state law dating back
three years that banned the practice
for new state lawmakers, but
grandfathered those in office at the
time including Mr. Sweeney.

Mr. Sweeney said last August that
he would resign as freeholder by the
end of the year. He had one year
remaining on his freeholder term and
was freeholder director at the time of
his resignation.

Ex-Assemblyman Acquitted
Of Accepting Bribes

Former state Assemblyman L.
Harvey Smith, a Hudson County
Democrat, has been acquitted of ac-
cepting $15,000 in bribes that he in-
sisted were campaign contributions,
according to nj.com. He is the second
public official found not guilty of
charges resulted from the largest cor-
ruption probe in state history by the
United States Attorney’s Office.
Ridgefield Mayor Anthony Suarez
was acquitted of all charges in Octo-
ber.

Mr. Smith had been accused of
accepting bribes in 2009 from devel-
oper Solomon Dwek, who was work-
ing with federal investigators and
posing as developer David Esenbach.
He was charged with conspiracy to
commit extortion, money launder-
ing, two counts of attempted extor-
tion and two counts of bribery.

Wife of White House Staffer
Found Dead in Car in Garage
Ashley Turton, 37, the wife of a

White House aide was found dead
early Monday in her SUV BMW,
which was damaged by fire in the
garage of the couple’s Capitol Hill
home, according to a Washington Post
report. Ashley Turton was married to
Daniel Turton, the White House’s
deputy director of legislative affairs
for the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Police are saying she was vic-
tim of a “low speed” crash although
homicide detectives were investigat-
ing.
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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Tiny Tim Fund Expresses Gratitude
To All Carol Night Participants

Family Thanks All
Who Aided Grandson
We would like to thank the Westfield

Rescue Squad and Fire Department for
their assistance in getting our four-year-
old grandson to Overlook Hospital dur-
ing the recent snowstorm after Christ-
mas. He was treated, kept overnight and
released the next day feeling much better.

We would also like to thank our very
good neighbors, the Walsh family, the
Carpetto family and the Johnson family,
for their help and kindnesses to us during
the storm.

The Evans Family
Westfield

Go Blue (Devils), Butch
Woolfolk to Speak

I am president of the University of
Michigan Club New Jersey Alumni –
nnj.umclubs.com. For our annual
meeting on Saturday, January 22 at
the Teaneck Glenpointe Marriott at
12P-2P, former Westfield Blue Dev-
ils standout Butch Woolfolk will be
our guest speaker.

Per Jenny Jaruzelski, Bo
Schembechler came to Westfield to
recruit him. Should you wish to pub-
licize this event or need more infor-
mation, please let us know.

Go Blue!
Jeffrey Goldsmith

Ridgewood

Westfielder Urges Rep. Lance to
Oppose Health Care Repeal

Lack of Snow Removal
Discourages Shoppers
As Westfield merchants, it wasn’t sur-

prising that Quimby and Elm Streets were
not cleared of snow to encourage people
to come and patronize Westfield shops;
however, the meters on those same streets
were recalibrated for rate changes in a
very timely [manner], only to discourage
people to patronize Westfield. Surprise,
surprise…

Susan Cahn and Harriet Shafran,
Knit-a-Bit
Westfield

Cranford TV Show Producer Laments
Mayor Ashenbach’s Comments

Westfield Needs to Do Better Job
In Coping With Effects of Storm

Turn Up the Volume
On TV-36 Programs

After being unemployed for a while, I
have some time to surf the channels on
TV and have found that Channel 36,
which is Westfield’s TV station, to be the
only station among 34 (Scotch Plains), 35
(Fanwood) and 36 (Westfield) where the
sound is unable to be heard unless one
turns up the volume to shouting on other
stations.

I can’t fathom that Westfield (with all
its resources) has not found someone to
improve the volume of our station. I love
David Martone of Classic Thyme, who
has great shows on Channel 36, but you
can never hear what he’s saying unless
you mega the volume up. I have asked
other friends who reside in Westfield,
and they say the same – someone has to
change the volume on 36.

Please … we are a wonderful town and
we want other people to realize our po-
tential. We need to have everything in
working order to attract new homeowners.

Sally Van Why
Westfield

The members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Tiny Tim Fund want to thank
all those who participated in the annual
Carol Night fund-raising event on De-
cember 8, 2010. Thanks to the involve-
ment of many parents and children from
our community, this was a particularly
successful fund-raising event.

Special thanks are extended to Tom
Britt, proprietor of the Stage House Inn
and Tavern on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, who graciously invited us to use
the restaurant as the drop-off site for the
canisters. He and his staff provided deli-
cious refreshments and arranged for the
children to sing throughout the restaurant
to the delight of many patrons.

The Tiny Tim Fund is a non-profit
organization that provides financial as-
sistance to children in Fanwood and
Scotch Plains who are in need of medical
care and cannot afford it. The organiza-
tion was established in 1983 and is run by
a volunteer board of trustees comprised
of residents from Fanwood and Scotch
Plains with diverse backgrounds in fields
such as education, medicine, religion,
social work and business.

Anyone may make a request for assis-
tance by writing to: The Tiny Tim Fund,
Inc., P.O. Box 181, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Barbara Anilo, President
Fanwood

I have lived in Westfield for over 60
years, and have never seen a worse job of
snow removal by our town. Yes, it was a
terrible storm. However, it took days
before we saw any plows on streets
throughout the town.

Not only were some residential streets
not plowed until days later but down-
town parking lots and sidewalks next to
the curbs were left covered with large
piles of snow and ice – making for very
dangerous conditions. The downtown
business district was a disaster – shop-
pers trying to make their way to stores
and restaurants climbing over moun-
tains of snow. Crosswalks were left un-
shoveled. Where were our town munici-
pal workers and town fathers?

This was a time for fast action, not a
slowdown in services. This week’s head-

lines in The Westfield Leader stated that
town services would not be affected by
budget cuts. What a joke!

Other towns adjacent to Westfield, with
arguably fewer resources, seemed to re-
spond to the crisis fairly well. Cranford
looked great. The Westfield Board of
Education got the job done, with walks
and parking lots cleaned off quickly. Good
job, board of education!

The management of our town has been
slipping for years. Wake up, Westfield,
and do the job we are paying you for! This
is a serious health and safety issue that not
only impacts our quality of life, but also
the economic vitality of our business
district.

Warren Rorden
Westfield

Now that Cranford TV Station Chan-
nel 35 is up and running, the Citizen’s
Forum show will resume production start-
ing with a review of the December 2010
Freeholder meeting resolutions. It will be
aired later this month.

Cranford Mayor Daniel Ashenbach
recently appeared on another Channel 35
show, and he is still misrepresenting what
the Citizen’s Forum is about. The show,
which featured only Democrats, former
councilman George McDonough and
Mayor Ashenbach, stated that the
Citizen’s Forum should be a debate with
both sides represented, and that people
need to know these aren’t facts but “Tina
Renna’s” opinions.

Ironically, they aren’t presenting facts
or offering another side of their debate,
just their opinions and misinformation.

It is my opinion that Mayor
Ashenbach’s blind partisan rants in de-
fense of the Union County Regular Demo-
cratic Committee is a disgrace to the
Town of Cranford. There is no debating
the truth. The Citizen’s Forum consists of
me reading Union County government
resolutions as they appear in public
records. How can this not be fact? There
is no opinion. It’s pure public informa-
tion as provided by Union County gov-
ernment through the Open Public Records
Act.

Instead of trying malign my efforts to
bring public information to the public,
why aren’t Ashenbach and McDonough
asking the county, who is spending over
one and a quarter million dollars a day, to
read the resolutions themselves during
freeholder meetings? Why complain that
a citizen’s group is doing it for them,
because they refuse to?

Freeholders are paid approximately
$30,000 a year for their part-time jobs. I
volunteer to produce the Citizen’s Forum
in my precious spare time, free of charge.

Further, Mayor Ashenbach and
Cranford resident, Freeholder B.J.
Kowalski, never apologized for their mis-
statements made last year at public meet-
ings regarding Channel 35’s airing of
freeholder meetings and the county’s one-
sided show — The Freeholder’s Forum
— in an attempt to tarnish the Citizen’s
Forum show.

It is outrageous that Mayor Ashenbach
tells lies to malign a citizen of his home-
town in the defense of his political ma-
chine. He was elected to serve the citizens
of Cranford. Do we have the government
we deserve? If so, I’m embarrassed.

Citizen’s Forum shows, as they air on
TV Channel 35, can be viewed at
www.citizensforum.com.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Representative Leonard Lance and cop-
ied to this newspaper.

*****
I am writing to urge you to oppose HR

2, the legislation that would repeal the
recently passed health reform law and
deny us much-needed health system im-
provements. During your tenure in the
New Jersey Legislature, you were known
for your willingness to oppose your party’s
leadership on matters of principal. I hope
you will continue to be an independent
voice in the House of Representatives
and use the facts — not party loyalty — to
guide your voting on this important issue.

As a Congressman, you voted in favor
of continuing all federal income tax cuts
because you believed that people and
businesses needed the “certainty” of stable
taxes. A vote in favor of repeal will cause
uncertainty far greater than a marginal
increase in tax rates.

Like about half of New Jerseyans, our
family is insured through a self-funded
employer-sponsored health plan that is
exempt from state regulations. The cur-
rent law’s mandate for coverage of adult
children through age 26 is the only thing
that protects us from over $7,000 in addi-
tional annual premiums to provide health
care for our 20 year-old daughter. Re-
pealing health reform will make seniors
like my mom liable for significant addi-
tional out-of-pocket prescription drug
expenses when they fall into the “donut
hole.”

The prevention and wellness programs
and new investments in public health
infrastructure in the current plan should
save us billions in reduced health care
costs and improve the quality of life for
millions of our fellow citizens. Programs
to objectively assess the benefits of new
medical procedures will reduce wasteful
health care expenditures.

Limits on health insurance company
medical-loss ratios will help control pre-
miums. Repeal will also cause great un-
certainty for small businesses and entre-
preneurs. The health insurance subsidies
and insurance exchanges in the current
plan help these job creators attract the
best talent with less concern about whether
they can afford a decent benefits package
for their new hires.

Certainty in our health insurance sys-
tem will help revive the economy and
increase American competitiveness. In
1997, despite pressure from your own
party, you opposed Governor Whitman’s
ill-fated and fiscally imprudent plan to
fund the state pension with borrowing.
The mess our state is in now vindicates
your principled stand then. Similarly, re-
peal of the health care law is bad econom-
ics and, according to the non-partisan
Congressional Budget Office, will in-
crease the federal deficit by $145 billion
over the next 10 years, increase out-of-
pocket costs for many people through the
elimination of premium subsidies and
leave 32 million Americans without health
coverage in 2019.

I implore you to examine the facts and
work with the President to build upon
what’s right in the law and not set the
nation back years in our effort to ensure
affordable and effective health care for
everyone.

Drew Harris
Westfield

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, Bd. Chair

Maybe We Are Becoming
A Nation Of Wussies

Fiery Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell com-
mented about the Eagles game being postponed by
the recent snowstorm: “It’s an absolute joke. I was
looking forward to this. It would have been a real
experience. This is what football is all about. We’re
becoming a nation of wussies.” Stadium workers
then piled the snow high on his seat, to the delight of
Giants fans, when the game was subsequently played
two days later.

The rest of us dug out from the blizzard and
eventually found our way to work. We complained
about snow removal by public workers and why our
street wasn’t plowed. Things were a mess. That
Sunday and Monday, as 30 inches of snow pounded
the area, a state of emergency was declared by New
Jersey Governor…, err New Jersey Lt. Governor..,
err New Jersey Acting Governor..., err New Jersey
Senate president.

Fire, police, rescue squads and public works de-
partment personnel worked throughout the storm to
deal with the emergency. Rumors that these people
sloughed off are untrue in this area. The storm was
massive and we haven’t had one such as that for a
while – we forget how disruptive this can be. We did
hear many good stories of how people helped others
and their neighbors in distress.

It’s true that municipal budget restraints limit the
resources that are available to deal with these storms,
and that we will always be inconvenienced. Could
we learn how to better cope and to better manage
during such circumstances? – Sure.

Merchants in downtown Westfield complained
that the snow remained piled high on some streets,
such as Quimby, for several days. This is true and
perhaps the Chamber of Commerce or the Down-
town Westfield Corporation could have organized an
action plan with the merchants to deal with it while
the town dealt with everything else. Sometimes, we
must learn to help ourselves.

Little things can go a long way for better service
and public relations during times of difficulty. As
example, each day we observe (and help) a handi-
capped woman get out of her car into a wheelchair
and try unsuccessfully to get to the paystation in the
downtown Westfield parking lot. She couldn’t get to
it because snow was not removed. Perhaps before
issuing parking tickets, the parking police should
first shovel the snow from the paystations.

Come to think of it, why didn’t we bring a shovel
from home and clear it ourselves to help this lady and
others?

While observing matters at the parking lot, we
noticed a gentleman parking everyday in the handi-
capped spot then dispatching to the train. True, there
was a handicapped sign dangling from his mirror.
It’s still the same red sedan every day in the same
handicapped parking spot.

Maybe we are becoming a nation of wussies. The
Giants didn’t make the playoffs and the Eagles just
got eliminated – Go Jets! Oh well, it’s going to snow
again Wednesday (yesterday). Let’s see if we can do
better.

Elected Or Not, Who Will Be
The First to Tell It Like It Is?

Last week, state Democrats said that in order to
save the pension system, they need to take it out of
the hands of elected officials. This revelation leads
us to ask several questions:

Who is “they?” – and if it were taken out of the
hands of elected officials, why do we need these
elected officials? They haven’t been doing their job
for more than a decade (Democrats and Republicans
alike), worse, “they” have been exploiting the sys-
tem and placed themselves and friends on top of the
beneficiary list.

We haven’t seen anyone post on the Internet, or
anywhere else, a pension system model to contem-
plate, to examine and to see if it could work. Why
not? Surely there are people and organizations out

there that can construct pension models for review.
We have annuity sharpshooters in insurance com-

panies throughout the state and nation. We have
finance and business professors at Rutgers and
Princeton. We have Wall Street gurus.

In all probability, any such model, to be workable,
would be so far from that which exists — and any
author involved would be subject to ridicule from
those that have been promised the current irrational
arrangements – Is this “An Inconvenient Truth?”
Does the “King Have No Clothes?”

It’s time to face up to the situation before our
“goose is cooked” – all of us.

Elected or not, who will be the first to tell it like
it is?

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Czardas – A Hungarian dance con-

sisting of a fast movement and a slow
movement

2. Zain – A dark-colored unspotted
horse

3. Culpable – Guilty, blameworthy
4. Jako – The gray African parrot

FUCIVOROUS
1. In botany, the part that is soon shed;

not permanent
2. Decaying; rotting
3. Aromatic; scented
4. Eating or subsisting on seaweed

INCOGITATIVITY
1. Without the power of thought
2. Inflexible; stern
3. That which cannot be felt or touched
4. Unobtainable; nonexistant

TUREEN
1. Swollen or bloated
2. A large deep dish with a lid
3. A ditch or canal
4. An auger used by coopers

TUFA
1. A species of palm used by Brazilian

Indians for making bowstrings and fish-
ing nets

2. A mound or hillock
3. A porous limestone formed by de-

posits from springs and streams
4. A thick tuft of twigs, grass, sedge,

etc.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

See more letters on page 5

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Gov. Chris Christie
We have made great progress since

January, but we can and must go further
to fix our state.  Here are some numbers:

$158,000,000,000 – The amount that
the pension and benefit reform plan will
save in the estimated pension shortfall in
2041 if implemented.

$11,000,000,000 – Budget shortfall
closed without raising taxes

$518,000,000 – In financing assistance,
business incentives and tax credits pro-
vided by New Jersey Economic Develop-
ment Authority.

$64,800,000 – In assistance provided
to small businesses.

2,334,420 – YouTube video views
174,943 – Constituents responded to

by the Governor’s Office of Constituent
Relations.

104,000 – Students trapped in chroni-
cally failing schools.

28,929 – Fans on the Governor Chris
Christie Fan Page.

23,457 – @GovChristie twitter fol-
lowers.

357 – Days since sworn in.
269 – New Jerseyans nominated to

authorities, cabinet members, judges,
prosecutors, directors). Of which, 84 are
still waiting for State Senate action.

121 – Bills signed into law.
85 – New Jersey towns visited.
58 – Percent of school budgets de-

feated after unions refused pay freeze.
52 – Executive Orders Issued.
34 – Manufacturing projects which

received $22.2 million in assistance.
Countless – Number of times Gover-

nor Christie has been asked if he is run-
ning for president; Number of times he
has answered NO.
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NJ School Board Assoc. Notes Work of
Their Local School Bd. Members

County Watchdog Urges Posting of
Minutes in Searchable Format

Editor’s note: The following e-mail
was sent to the Union County Clerk of the
Freeholders Board and copied to this
newspaper.

*****
Dear Mrs. Dirado:
Meeting minutes are being posted

on the Union County government
website in a format which isn’t search-
able though a find or through an
Internet search engine such as Google.
If you wanted to find information,
you would have to know what date it
occurred on and then read the min-
utes word for word.

Assuming this isn’t being done on
purpose, I respectfully request that
the minutes be machine readable
rather than a scanned image.

You can find instructions on how to
do this on NJFOG.org for creating a
machine readable PDF, in the video
“For Records Custodians.”

Scanned images are much less use-
ful, require more bandwidth to down-
load, and are subject to errors when
OCR’d, even the best Optical Charac-
ter Recognition software is typically
no better than 90 percent accurate,
which is unacceptable — especially
when you are dealing with numbers.

Union County has appropriated
$136,000 to update their website in
what was touted to make it more user
friendly and easier to find on search
engines. Arguably meeting minutes
are the purest form of county govern-
ment information — posting them in

this manner is counter to the free-
holders’ stated mission when justify-
ing the expense of this project. Prior
to the website update, meeting min-
utes were posted in a machine-read-
able format.

Thank you for your attention to
this matter.

Tina Renna, Pres.
Union County Watchdog Assoc.

Clerk of the Board Replies
Mrs. Renna:
The minutes have been scanned

and converted to PDF images from
TIF Images, created in the county’s
state-certified Electronic Data Man-
agement System, for several reasons:

1 – A scanned images allows my
signature to be seen on the document,
certifying that the document is offi-
cial and approved by the freeholder
board;

2 – A PDF allows for any attach-
ments to the minutes (ie: PowerPoint
presentations or items submitted to
the board by a member of the public)
to be viewable by the public; and

3 – A PDF ensures the integrity of
the document, ensuring it is not al-
tered in anyway way.

For your information, OnBase, the
county’s records management soft-
ware, touts an OCR accuracy rate of
95 percent-98 percent.

Nicole L. DiRado, CMC, MPA
Clerk of the Board

TRENTON — The New Jersey
State Board of Education last week
marked School Board Recogni-
tion Month by approving a reso-
lution that commends the hard
work and dedication of the state’s
nearly 4,800 local school board
members.

“New Jersey’s boards of education
are charged with the duty to provide
students with the skills and resources
necessary to achieve state standards,
so they may compete in a global
economy upon graduation,” the reso-
lution states. “The efforts of local
boards of education, in partnership
with stakeholders ranging from par-
ents to teachers to state education
officials, have fostered a public school
system that has contributed to New
Jersey’s status as a leader in aca-
demic benchmarks such as elemen-
tary and middle school scores on the
National Assessment of Educational
Progress, and college preparation
through Advanced Placement offer-
ings.”

“School Board Recognition Month
presents an opportunity to inform our
communities about the complex and
demanding job performed by local
boards of education,” said Raymond
Wiss, president of the New Jersey
School Boards Association (NJSBA).

“Our state’s 4,800 local school
members constitute the largest group
of elected and appointed public offi-
cials in New Jersey,” he added. “They
are also the best prepared group –
undergoing extensive state-mandated
training that far exceeds requirements
for other public offices. And, I have
to point out, school board members
receive no compensation for their
service.”

New Jersey’s local school boards
oversee the operations of the public
schools that serve about 1.38 million
students, according to the NJSBA, a
sponsor of  recognition month.

The National School Boards Asso-
ciation began School Board Recog-
nition Month in the early 1990s, and
various states dedicate a month to
recognize the contributions of local
school board members. 2011 marks
the tenth year that School Board Rec-
ognition Month has been celebrated
in New Jersey.

Because School Board Recogni-
tion Month coincides with the time
when prospective school board can-

didates take the first steps to run for
office, the state board’s resolution
“encourages qualified New Jersey
citizens to consider serving as mem-
bers on their local boards of educa-
tion.” March 8 is the deadline for
candidates to file nominating peti-
tions to place their names on the
ballot for the 2011 annual school
election, which will take place on
April 27.

For more information, please see
www.njsba.org.

********
The New Jersey School Boards Asso-

ciation is a federation of 588 local boards
of education and includes 44 charter
school associate members. NJSBA advo-
cates the interests of school districts,
trains local school board members and
provides resources for the advancement
of public education .

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

SUNITA MERRIMAN, DDS 
229 CHARLES STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 
908.389.0222  •  WWW.DOCTORMERRIMAN.COM 
 

“I firmly believe that delivery of optimal healthcare 
is a blend of superior diagnostic and clinical skills, 

dedicated and talented team members efforts, state-of-the-
art technology and materials, continuing education, and old-
fashioned, five-star personalized and compassionate care.” 

Dr. Merriman was recently voted by her peers as a Top Dentist 
in New Jersey Monthly’s 2010 survey of New Jersey Dentists. 

Dr. Merriman is a graduate of New York University, College of Dentistry 
and Long Island Jewish Medical Center in NY.  Her professional affiliations 
include the American Dental Association, New Jersey Dental Association, 
American Association of Women Dentists, and the prestigious Dawson 
Alumni Association.  She is a faculty member at The Center for 
Educational Excellence in NJ, and co-founder of the Dawson Study Club 
for Complete Dentistry. Dr. Merriman is also the author of the blog Dental 
Chronicles:  www.dentalchronicles.com 

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Cabin fever setting in? 

 
 

WINTER WEATHER ADVISORY:  Stay in bed! 
Experience ... 

 T
H

E
 

MATTRESS FACTORY 

35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ 
908-322-4178 

www.mattressfac.com * www.fl ipandrotate.com  
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5 

Commentary, What Is a pdf, OCR?
What is Government Transparency?
In the exchange of letters above

between Mrs. Renna and Mrs. DiRado
on the posting of Union County Free-
holder minutes of meetings, we think
Mrs. Renna has a valid point. We’ve
seen more and more government en-
tities publishing their documents as
images though masquerading them
as pdf files. These same government
entities claim they wish to be more
transparent in their operations and
desirous of better serving the public.
Even the Scotch Plains website seems
to be doing this now based on recent
submittals.

Is this a growing trend? We don’t
know if this is purposeful by these
agencies, or if they are just unin-
formed. The county has very skilled
information technology personnel.
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi is one
of the best. Perhaps she could be
consulted to resolve this matter.

On a technical note, pdf stands for
“Portable Document Format.” It was
developed so that text, images and
vectors can be combined into an elec-
tronic document, readable, search-
able and printable by all computer
systems. Correctly constructed, the
text in the pdf is searchable on
websites and able to be copied and
pasted. It can also be password pro-

tected so that it can’t be altered, should
that be a concern.

With today’s computer systems, a
true pdf file is easy to create – just
“print to pdf” from any computer
program. The setup takes only a few
minutes. In fact, it’s difficult to actu-
ally create a pdf that is not search-
able; reducing it to only an image –
one would have to go out of one’s
way to achieve it.

With proper pdf production, there’s
no OCR involved. OCR stands for
Optical Character Recognition,
whereby for example a piece of paper
is scanned to an image and computer
software then tries to interpret the
image and create words from it.

So it seems if the county and other
government agencies are hiring out-
side firms (with taxpayer money) to
create improper pdf’s (images), scan-
ning paper and making images, the
whole effort becomes expensive for
no reason – unless of course the in-
tent is not to be transparent but ap-
pear to be transparent.

Presumably, minutes of meetings
are composed by word processing
software such as MS Word (where
signatures and images can also be
included). One could use almost any
software available today to do this.
Then, just “print to pdf” – no consult-
ants required.

The county worker could then con-
nect to their website by an ftp pro-
gram, upload the file and the infor-
mation is immediately available to
the public in seconds — transpar-
ently.

It all boils down to the lyrics in a
country and western song, It’s so
simple, it done eluded me.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PACKED HOUSE...Well-wishers fill the audience Sunday at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth as freeholders hold their reorganization meeting.

New Jersey Borrows 40,000 Units
Of Blood From Other States

TRENTON — According to the New
Jersey Department of Health and Senior
Services, fewer blood drives during the
holiday season increase the need for blood
donations in January. Currently, O nega-
tive blood is in critically short supply in
New Jersey. However, blood donations
are needed year round, and all blood
types are needed. Blood donations have
consistently failed to keep pace with need.

In 2009, New Jersey used 39,826 more
units of blood than it collected and had to
borrow from other states.

More than 60 percent of New Jersey
adults are eligible to donate blood, yet
only 3.6 percent donate on a routine ba-
sis. If New Jersey could increase its donor
participation to the national average of 5
percent, the state would eliminate its blood
shortage.

FROM AFAR...The Martin WallbergPost No. 3 of the American Legion, Westfield,
was presented a flag that flew over Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan. Specialist
Carlos Granados of Alpha Co 2113 home, based in Newark, presented the flag in
appreciation of the “goodies and supplies for children” that the Post sent to him
in Afghanistan on his deployment and for when he was on deployment to Iraq a
few years ago. Pictured, from left to right,  are: Commander Bill Maines, Carlos
and his friend Leidy Hernandez. Carlos had the flag framed in Afghanistan by a
local artisan. To help the troops, call Pete Hogaboom at (908) 247-7630.

THANK YOU...Joseph Gibilisco, center, receives a plaque from RWJ Rahway
Foundation President Marlene H. Lubinger and Kirk Tice, RWJ Rahway
president and CEO, in recognition of his  dedication, leadership and service as
foundation chairman from 2008-2010.

“I am shocked and saddened to
hear of the senseless shooting of my
colleague Representative Gabrielle
Giffords, her staff and others. This
is a horrific tragedy. Violence has no
place in our society. My wife Heidi
and I pray for all of those who have
died or been injured in Tuscon to-
day.” - Congressman Leonard Lance,
7th N.J. District.

According to NAMI (National Assoc.
Mental Illness), the U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral has reported that the likelihood of
violence from people with mental ill-
ness is low. Acts of violence are excep-
tional. They are a sign that something
has gone terribly wrong, usually in the
mental healthcare system. Nationwide,
the mental health care system is broken.
Arizona, like other states, has deeply
cut mental health services. It is essential
to understand the nature of mental ill-
ness-and to find out what went wrong.

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!
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POLICE BLOTTER
Edwin Ehlert, III, 50, Is Remembered
For Love of Life, Humor and Activities
Edwin Ehlert, III, 50, of Bethlehem,

Pa. died on Thursday, December 9,
2010, after a brief illness.

Born on August 12, 1960 in Sum-
mit, N.J., Eddie was a resident of the
Good Shepherd Home in Bethlehem,
Pa. since 2000, and prior to that the
Good Shepherd Home of Allentown,
Pa. since 1979.

Eddie became involved with many
activities, among them the Good Shep-
herd Wheelchair Olympics (wearing
his beloved fuzzy dog slippers), the
bowling team, fishing trips, concerts
and painting. He loved movies, pizza
and rock and roll. His love of music
landed him in the Glee Club, where he
learned to play the snare drum.

Eddie touched the hearts of every-
one whom he met, and you couldn’t
help but be drawn in by his love of life
and infectious sense of humor.

He will be sorely missed by his
family who survive him, his father,
Edwin Ehlert, Jr., and his wife, Karen,
of Manasquan, N.J.; his mother,
Natalie L. Ehlert of Wilmington, N.C.,
and his sisters and their families,
Allison, Jeffrey and Justin Wark,
Heidi, Chris, Ally and C.J. Mazzocco,
and Judy Doyle and her son, Robert,
his wife, Brandi, and son, Jaxon, along
with many other loving family mem-
bers and friends.

A private service was held on
Wednesday, December 15, at Green-
wood Cemetery in Allentown, Pa.,
where Eddie is interred. J.S.

Burkholder Funeral Home of Allen-
town handled the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be made
in Eddie’s memory to Good Shep-
herd Home, 850 5th Street, Allen-
town, Pa. 18103, Attn: Development
Dept. Please note on check: “Long
Term Care.”

January 13, 2011

Elizabeth Harrison, 92
Elizabeth T. Harrison (née McGall),

92, of Westfield passed away peace-
fully on Tuesday, January 4, 2011.

A lifelong resident of Westfield,
Elizabeth was a graduate of Holy
Trinity High School in Westfield. She
was a homemaker who was devoted
to her family.

Her beloved husband, Robert John
Harrison, predeceased her.

Surviving are their four loving
daughters, Patricia Hechler, Mary C.
Peterson, Kathleen Robbiani and
Elaine Bradley. Elizabeth also will
be deeply missed by her brother,
Robert McGall, and her sister, Dor-
othy McGall, along with her eight
grandchildren and eight great-grand-
children.

A private family service was held
under the direction of the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in her memory may be
made to the American Diabetes As-
sociation.

January 13, 2011

– Obituaries –
Joy E. Krauss, 79, Volunteer With CSH;
Had Been Executive at Advertising Firm
Joy E. Krauss, 79, died on Friday,

January 7, 2011, at the Center for
Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

Born in Newark, Mrs. Krauss lived
in Cedar Knolls and Florham Park
before moving to Westfield 50 years
ago.

She was vice-president of J.M.
Kesslinger Advertising in Springfield,
where she worked for 25 years, retir-
ing in 2000.

Mrs. Krauss graduated from Smith
College with a bachelor’s degree. She
was a volunteer at Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside and

did press relations for the New Jersey
Symphony.

She was the beloved wife of the late
Mitchell; the devoted mother of Bill
Krauss and his wife, Stephanie Voss,
Susan Krauss and her wife, Linda
Benson, and Caroline Bogart and her
husband, John, and the loving sister of
Mickey Levine and Judy Deitz.

Services were held on Sunday,
January 9, 2011, at Menorah Chapels
at Millburn, 2950 Vauxhall Road in
Union. Interment was at Beth Israel
Cemetery in Cedar Knolls.

January 13, 2011

Rose Polito, 89, Was Committeewoman;
Founding Member of Ambulance Squad

Rose M. Polito, 89, died on Sat-
urday, January 8, 2011, at
Greenbrook Manor in Green Brook.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she lived
most of her life in Roselle.

Rose worked as a payroll super-
visor for PSE&G in Elizabeth be-
fore retiring in 1991. She was a
founding member of the Roselle
Volunteer Ambulance Squad;
served as a committeewoman with
the Borough of Roselle and was a
longtime member of the Roselle
Democratic Club.

She also was a member of the
Rosary Society of the Church of St.
Joseph the Carpenter in Roselle
and was a volunteer for the Interna-
tional Office of Renew in Plainfield.

Surviving are her daughter,
Nancy Arvizzigno, and her hus-
band, Joseph, and her granddaugh-

ters, Francesca and Angela
Arvizzigno.

The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
on Saturday, January 15, from the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Mass will
be offered at 10 a.m. at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church, 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield. Inter-
ment will follow at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Visitation will be tomorrow, Fri-
day, January 14, from 4 to 7 p.m. at
the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Center for Hope Hos-
pice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076. For additional
information or to express condo-
lences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

January 13, 2011

Brenton Harries, Had Been Executive,
Decorated Veteran and Active Alumnus
Brenton W. Harries of Poinci-

ana, Fla., formerly of Westfield,
Mantoloking Shores and Wilson
Point, So. Norwalk, Conn., passed
away on Sunday, December 26,
2010, after an extended illness.

The son of Harrison and Ethel
Harries, he grew up in Hartford,
Conn. Brent attended Trinity Col-
lege on a football scholarship and
graduated in 1950. He then at-
tended the Wharton School, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, where he
received his Master of Business
Administration degree. He re-
ceived three battle ribbons as an
officer in the United States Navy
during the Korean Conflict.

Brent had a long and distin-
guished career. In 1955, he joined
the Blue List Publishing Co., a Wall
Street publication serving the Mu-
nicipal Bond industry, and was
elected its president in 1966 after
its acquisition by Standard & Poor’s
Corporation. He subsequently held
several positions with Standard &
Poor’s. Brent was president and
CEO from 1973 to 1981.

In 1974, during his tenure as
president, S&P took the unprec-
edented step of suspending New
York City’s credit rating during its
great financial crisis, which ulti-
mately led to the creation of The

Municipal Assistance Corporation.
In 1981, while remaining chair-
man of S&P, Brent was elected
Group President of Information
Companies at McGraw-Hill, which
acquired S&P in 1967.

Brent retired in 1987 and served
on several commercial and non-
commercial boards including the
Alliance Capital Group. He also
was past president of The Munici-
pal Bond Club of New York.

Brent was a strong supporter of
Trinity College, serving as past
president of the Alumni Associa-
tion, and was a member of its board
of trustees.

He was predeceased by his wife
of 43 years, Vivian Johnson Har-
ries, in 1996.

He is survived by his wife, Karen
Kienle Harries; his sons, Bradford
and his wife, Pamela, of McLean,
Va., Mark and his wife, Mary, of
Westfield and William and his wife,
Linda, of San Diego, Calif., and
eight grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held
at 2 p.m. on Saturday, January 15,
2011, at the Trinity College Chapel
in Hartford, Conn.

Memorial donations may be
made to The American Diabetes
Association.

January 13, 2011
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Dr. Margolin Is Named
‘Physician of the Year’

CRANFORD – At its 32nd Annual
Awards Dinner, the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the Crohn’s and Colitis Foun-
dation (CCFA-NJ) presented Michael
Margolin, MD with its 2010 “Physi-
cian of the Year” award. Dr. Margolin,
a Westfield resident and a gastroen-
terologist with an office in Cranford,
is only the third recipient of this pres-
tigious award in the eight years since
its creation.

According to Rosemarie
Golombos, the Foundation’s New
Jersey executive director, “This award
recognizes the honoree for the medi-
cal care, commitment and expertise
he provides to his patients and their
families, for the example he sets for
his peers, and for his contributions
and service to the New Jersey chapter
and the Foundation at large.”

The “Physician of the Year” award
is named in memory of Dr. David
Kaufman, a noted New Jersey gastro-
enterologist who was one of the
CCFA-NJ chapter’s first physician

members and served on the CCFA
Medical Advisory Committee for
nearly 25 years, until his death in
2002.

Honey Kaufman, the wife of Dr.
Kaufman, presented the award to Dr.
Margolin, stating that Dr. Margolin
not only shared her husband’s par-
ticular interest in treating these diffi-
cult diseases, but that he also treats
his patients with the great skill and
true compassion that her husband
had valued so highly.

Also speaking at the event was
Suzanne Rosenthal, who founded the
CCFA in 1967 as one of the country’s
first patient advocacy organizations.
Ms. Rosenthal praised Dr. Margolin’s
dedication to all his patients, and in
particular thanked him for his sup-
port of the summer camps for chil-
dren coping with Crohn’s disease and
ulcerative colitis, two chronic disor-
ders that cause potentially debilitat-
ing inflammation of the digestive
tract.

Dr. Margolin studied at New York
University Medical School and at
Lenox Hill Hospital in New York
(with the inventor of modern
colonoscopy), and he has practiced
in New Jersey since 1987. He is on
staff at both Overlook Hospital and
Trinitas Regional Medical Center, and
he was Chief of Gastroenterology at
Union Hospital prior to its recent
closing. Dr. Margolin can be reached
at (908) 272-6300.

CCFA is dedicated to finding a
cure for Crohn’s disease and ulcer-
ative colitis and to improving the
quality of life of children and adults
affected by these diseases. CCFA
sponsors research and provides edu-
cation and support to patients and
their families. The CCFA office num-
ber is (732) 786-0060.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Westfield
Tuesday, January 4, an attempted bur-

glary of a business was reported on the
1000 block of West North Avenue. Pry
marks were discovered on the door jam,
according to police.

Tuesday, January 4, a motor vehicle
on the 300 block of First Street sus-
tained damage as the result of criminal
mischief. There was a dent on the side of
the vehicle.

Tuesday, January 4, Daxuan Wang,
57, of Livingston was arrested during a
traffic stop on Frazee Court near Central
Avenue and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
held until the morning of January 5,
because he was unable to contact an
adult to whom he could be released.

Wednesday, January 5, prescription
drugs were reported stolen from the
room of a guest at a West North Avenue
lodging facility.

Thursday, January 6, William Fields,
52, of New York City was arrested after
turning himself in at police headquar-
ters on outstanding warrants from
Bordentown and Scotch Plains. He was
processed and turned over to the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

Friday, January 7, Randy R. Reese,
46, of Plainfield was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on an active
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount
of $1,100. Reese was transported to
police headquarters and processed on
that warrant, as well as on traffic war-
rants from Dunellen and Roselle Park,
each in the amount of $500. He was
released after posting bail.

Friday, January 7, Jobina L. Smith,
35, of Roselle was arrested at Roselle
police headquarters on a Westfield traf-
fic warrant, for $500; Clark criminal
warrant, for $250; Newark criminal war-
rant, for $500, and a no-bail Middlesex
County Sheriff’s Office warrant. Smith
was transported to the Union County
jail in lieu of bail on the Westfield war-
rant. All the other warrants served as
detainers.

Saturday, January 8, police arrested a
man and a woman after responding to
the area of Clark Street and Dudley
Avenue on a report of two suspicious
people pushing a baby carriage without
a baby. The couple had left the sidewalk
multiple times to approach residences,
and went into the backyard of at least
one home, according to police.

Upon arrival at the scene, police
located the individuals a short dis-
tance from each other. Police discov-
ered the male suspect, Saintlouis
Moore, 30, of Elizabeth, had $925 in
warrants issued for him by Newark.
After an investigation, the female sus-
pect, Wendy Murray, 54, of New York
City, also was arrested on a charge of
hindering apprehension, for allegedly
giving police a false name, as well as
on a no-bail Union County Sheriff’s
Office warrant and on criminal war-
rants from Elizabeth totaling $1,660.
Moore was released on his own recog-
nizance, while Murray was turned over
to the Union County Sheriff’s Office.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 3, a resident of Pros-

pect Avenue reported that he was the
victim of criminal mischief after some-
one keyed his motor vehicle sometime
overnight while it was parked in his
driveway.

Monday, January 3, a resident of Lam-
berts Mill Road reported that a former
co-worker has been harassing her by
calling her on multiple occasions and
then hanging up when she answers.

Tuesday, January 4, a resident of
Country Club Boulevard reported that
someone made several hundred dollars
worth of unauthorized purchases on his
credit card.

Thursday, January 6, William Fields,
28, of New York City was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on East
Second Street for $800 in warrants out
of Scotch Plains. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, January 6, a resident of
Portland Avenue reported that, some-
time in the afternoon, someone entered
her home and removed several thousand
dollars worth of jewelry. According to
police, it is unknown how entry was
gained.

Friday, January 7, Chante O’Neal,
20, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Plainfield Avenue
for $665 in outstanding warrants issued
by the South Plainfield Court. She was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, January 8, Neeadokwe
Allotey, 36, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22, at which time the
officer smelled the strong odor of mari-
juana. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, January 8, a patron of a
Lamberts Mill Road gym reported that
someone removed her jacket, valued at
approximately $185, from a hook in the
women’s locker room.

Sunday, January 9, a resident of Coun-
try Club Lane reported that, sometime
overnight, someone damaged his motor
vehicle while it was parked in front of
his apartment.

Monday, January 10, Ryan McCleod,
20, of Somerville was arrested on an
$81 warrant out of Scotch Plains after a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue. He
was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, January 4, a resident of

Montville, who previously resided on
Hedge Row, came into police headquar-
ters to report a suspicious letter she
received at her former address. Accord-
ing to police, the letter contained per-
sonal information about the victim’s life.
The return address on the letter appears
to have originated from a jail cell in
Atlanta, Ga.

Tuesday, January 4, Leshirl Sizemore,
39, of Elizabeth was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on New Providence
Road for allegedly driving with a sus-

pended license. She was processed and
released at the scene.

Wednesday, January 5, Omar Egerton,
25, of Plainfield was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
He was processed and released at the
scene.

Wednesday, January 5, a resident of
Sunny Slope Drive came into police
headquarters to report that he has been
receiving harassing phone calls from a
company purporting to be a collection
company. According to police, an of-
ficer called back the number and verified
that the caller was indeed from a collec-
tion agency and that the calls were in
regards to a credit card in his daughter’s
name. The victim stated that his daugh-
ter has not lived with him for years and
did not have a credit card with the com-
pany indicated by the collection agency,
police reported. The officer advised that
his daughter might be the victim of credit
card fraud. The collection agency sug-
gested that, in order for the calls to stop,
the daughter should pay off the debt,
authorities reported.

Saturday, January 8, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that his girl-
friend and their son have been missing
since Wednesday, January 5. According
to police, his girlfriend left a note stating
that “she wants to be happy, and the keys
and truck are in back.” The victim re-
ported that his girlfriend had left with
their son in the past and stayed with
relatives in Virginia for four months be-
fore returning home, police said. The
officer advised the victim to determine if
the missing parties’ passports also were
missing and to return to police head-
quarters with recent photos of both his
girlfriend and their son, authorities said.

Saturday, January 8, Nyeesha S.
Coleman, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license and on an outstanding warrant
out of Plainfield after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, January 8, Bryan P.
Callahan, 23, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) and having an open con-
tainer of alcohol in a vehicle, after an
officer responded to a motor vehicle
accident on Summit Lane in which a
vehicle struck a tree. According to po-
lice, Callahan was behind the wheel of
the crashed vehicle when the officer
arrived, and the officer found an empty
40-ounce can of beer and an empty bottle
of Jaegermeister on the floor. When asked
how much he had to drink, Callahan
responded, “probably too much; I
shouldn’t have been behind the wheel,”
police said. He was transported to Over-
look Hospital for his injuries sustained
in the crash.

Fanwood
Monday, January 3, Tara Leahy, 38, of

Scotch Plains was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding warrant out of New
Brunswick. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Tuesday, January 4, Eric White, 39, of
Budd Lake was arrested on outstanding
warrants out of Garwood and East
Hanover after a motor vehicle stop on
Forest Road. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, January 5, a business on
the 100 block of South Avenue reported
an incident of shoplifting after an indi-
vidual described as a black male, ap-
proximately 30 years old, standing ap-
proximately six feet and three inches
tall, and wearing a dark hoodie and dark
pants removed baby formula from the
store without paying. According to po-
lice, a search of the area did not produce
the suspect.

Wednesday, January 5, John Brown,
Jr., 53, of Elizabeth was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue on outstanding warrants out of
Fanwood and Elizabeth. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, January 6, a patron of a
store on the 100 block of South Avenue
reported that she accidentally left her
purse in the shopping cart and when she
returned to retrieve it her wallet, con-
taining cash, her driver’s license and
credit cards, was missing.

Friday, January 7, Walter Hunter, Jr.,
41, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. According to police,
Hunter failed multiple field sobriety tests
at the scene and was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Friday, January 7, police responded to
a house alarm going off on the 40 block
of Staggard Place and found a rear base-
ment door window had been broken.
According to police, when the home-
owner arrived home, it was determined
entry was not gained.

Friday, January 7, a resident of the
300 block of LaGrande Avenue reported
that his residence was burglarized some-
time between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2
p.m. According to police, the rear door
had been forced open and, once inside,
the suspect removed multiple laptop com-
puters, a flat-screen television and other
items. Property determined to be from a
previous burglary in Plainfield was found
on the front lawn, leading police to be-
lieve that the suspect’s vehicle was full,
and previously stolen property had to be
discarded to make room for items re-
moved from the LaGrande Avenue resi-
dence.

Friday, January 7, a resident of Locust
Avenue reported that his home was bur-
glarized after a rear door was forced
open. According to police, once inside
the suspect removed cash and a coin
collection, the value of which is still
being determined.

Monday, January 10, Joseph
Chapman, 44, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
South Plainfield. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Novena To St. Clare
Ask St. Clare for 3 favors, 1

business, 2 impossible. Say 9
Hail Mary’s for 9 days with
lighted candles. Pray whether
you believe or not. Publish on
the 9th day. May the Sacred Heart
of Jesus be praised, adored and
glorified today and every day.
Request will be granted no mat-
ter how impossible it seems. St.
Clare, St. Jude, St. Therese in-
fant of Prague, St. Ann and St.
Joseph, St. Peregrini, St. An-
thony, St. Lucy, St. Michael the
Archangel, pray for us, so that
each and every priest will re-
peatedly say yes to the call he
has received, remain constant in
practicing the gospel message
and be faithful forever as a com-
panion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

John Paul II
L.D. See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

Irwin and Suzanne Rosenthal, 1967 founders of CCFA, congratulate Dr. Michael Margolin
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MR. AND MRS. CHRISTOPHER SELKIRK
(She is the former Laura Louise Sweeney)

Dr. Laura Louise Sweeney
Marries Christopher Selkirk
Dr. Laura Louise Sweeney, the

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William
Sweeney of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, October 23, 2010, to
Christopher Selkirk. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. James Selkirk of Lake
Placid, N.Y.

The afternoon ceremony was held
at the Our Lady of Victories Church
in Boston, Mass., with the bride given
in marriage by her father. A reception
followed at the Downtown Harvard
Club in Boston.

Dr. Erin DeRose, college roommate
of the bride, was the maid of honor.
The bridal attendants included Ms.
Elizabeth Struble, sister of the bride;
Ms. Kattie Liska and Ms. Allissa Kline.

Nicholas Leff, childhood friend of
the groom, was the best man. Serving
as groomsmen were Michael Selkirk,
brother of the groom; Adam Rekrut
and Tony Lin.

A 1997 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride received a bachelor’s
degree from Colgate University in
Hamilton, N.Y. and her medical de-
gree from Robert Wood Johnson Medi-
cal School in Piscataway. She did her
residency in internal medicine at Beth
Israel Medical Center in Boston. The
bride currently is completing a fel-
lowship in endocrinology, also at Beth
Israel Medical Center.

The groom is a 1999 graduate of the
Northwood School in Lake Placid. He

received his undergraduate degree in
business from Northeastern Univer-
sity in Boston and currently is work-
ing on his Master of Business Admin-
istration degree at Babson College in
Wellesley, Mass. He works at
Wellington Management in the U.S.
Client Service Group.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner at
Maggiano’s in Boston. Following a
honeymoon trip to Paris, the couple
lives in Brookline, Mass.

Best Friend to Extend
Sale Through Monday
SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend

Dog and Animal Adoption will hold
a 50-percent-off sale Saturday and
Monday, January 15 and 17, at its
thrift store. Located at 1750 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains, the
store normally is open from 10:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every day except
Sunday and Monday. However, it
will be open this Monday, Martin
Luther King Day.

A not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers, Best Friend is
accepting donations of good-qual-
ity merchandise to re-stock its
shelves. Requested items include
jewelry, cosmetics, record albums,
music CDs and DVDs, clothing,
shoes and handbags. Antiques, small
furniture and musical instruments
also are welcome.

Additionally, Best Friend urgently
needs donations of new dog mats and
large-size leashes for their dogs in
boarding, as well as dry and canned cat
food. Best Friend also is in need of
volunteers in the thrift store and is in
desperate need of foster homes for cats.

For more information, call (732)
388-8930 or visit
bestfriend.petfinder.org. Tax-deduct-
ible donations are urgently needed
and may be sent to: Best Friend, P.O.
Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

Imperial Brass to Perform
Concert at Willow Grove

SCOTCH PLAINS – Imperial
Brass will perform its Winter Festi-
val Concert on Sunday, January 23,
at 3 p.m. at its home base, the Wil-
low Grove Presbyterian Church. A
30-piece brass ensemble, Imperial
Brass performs an array of musical
selections.

The concert will feature classics
of J.S. Bach, Mozart and George
Gershwin, and will include arrange-
ments by Mark Freeh, Erik Leidzen,
Paul Nagle, Pat Burns and Joseph
Turrin. Mitch Brodsky, Ryan
Krewer, Barry Morrison, Gerard
Wells, Mike Stephenson and Tobie
Baldwin will perform as soloists.

Originally formed under the aus-
pices of Rutgers University, Impe-
rial Brass has been appearing around
the Metropolitan New York and Tri
State area since 1991, with con-
certs and performances at churches,
band festivals, schools and univer-
sities. Its repertoire includes classi-
cal, pop, Broadway and movie mu-
sic, as well as big band jazz clas-
sics.

In its short history of 20 years,
Imperial Brass has twice won the
Northeastern Brass Band Competi-
tion held at West Point Military
Academy and has performed at the
New York Brass Conference for

Scholarships five times. The en-
semble also established the Philip
Smith Scholarship Chair, named
after the principal trumpet in the
New York Philharmonic. This posi-
tion was formed to give a gifted
student the opportunity to gather
professional experience and at the
same time provide some needed
funds to help the student continue
through college.

Imperial Brass has recorded four
CDs, the most recent being “Bone-
A-Fide Brass” with Joseph Alessi,
principal trombone with the New
York Philharmonic, and “Have
Yourself a Brassy Little Christmas.”

The concert will take place in the
sanctuary of the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church, located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. Af-
terward, there will be a reception
with light refreshments in the
church’s Alexander Hall.

Tickets are on sale in advance
and also will be available at the
door. Prices are $15 for general
admission, $12 for senior citizens
and students, and free for children
12 and under. For tickets sales or
further information, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call (908)
232-5678. For more information on
the concert, go to imperialbrass.org.

Wnucks Welcome Son,
Alexander George

Erik and Andrea Wnuck of
Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, Alexander George
Wnuck, on Thursday, December 16,
2010, at 7:13 p.m. at Overlook Hos-
pital in Summit.

Alexander weighed 8 pounds and
6 ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are George and Barbara Forese of
Bloomsburg, Pa. William Wnuck of
Edison and Linda Chakey of Fort
Wayne, Ind. are his paternal grand-
parents.

The Good News
“Their Redeemer is strong. His name is the Lord Almighty.

He will plead for them and see that they are freed to live again
in quietness.” (Jeremiah 50:34) TLB

“Whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life.” (John 5:24) NIV

The Gospel
Centennial Christian Ctr. Church

King Day Events to Feature
Breakfast, March, Service

WESTFIELD – Multiple events
are planned in Westfield on Monday,
January 17, to commemorate the life
and achievements of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Opening the day will
be the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. an-
nual Pancake Breakfast from 8 to 10:30
a.m. at the Westfield Community Cen-
ter, located at 558 West Broad Street.
The public is welcome. Donations of
$5 for adults and $4 for children and
senior citizens are requested. For addi-
tional information, call (908) 232-4759.

The Martin Luther King Associa-
tion of Westfield has announced that
the annual Martin Luther King Me-
morial Service will begin at 1 p.m.
The Reverend Father Peter Delvizis,
presiding priest of the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church of Westfield,
will serve as guest speaker.

Preceding the service will be a
march starting at 12:30 p.m. at the
MLK Monument, located near the
South Avenue circle. Participants will
march through the downtown to the
First Baptist Church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield, where the
service will take place.

The theme for this year’s event will
be “In the world house, local actions
have global reactions.” The program

also will include multiple awards
given to Westfield students for art-
work, poetry and essays.

After receiving a bachelor’s de-
gree in animal biology at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky, Reverend Delvizis
received the blessing of His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Maximus to at-
tend the seminary of the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of America. He
completed his Masters of Divinity at
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology, then went on to com-
plete postgraduate work at Aristotle
University, Thessaloniki, Greece, and
became an ordained priest in 1994.

His first assignment was to the Ca-
thedral of the Ascension in Oakland,
Calif. In 1997, he became presiding
priest of St. Gregory of Nyssa Greek
Orthodox Church in El Cajon, Calif.
His five-year tenure in Southern Cali-
fornia was followed by a two-year
pastorate in Media, Pa., prior to his
current position.

Seniors Are Invited
To Bake-Off, Bingo

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Nancy
Malool and the Community Rela-
tions Committee of Scotch Plains
invite Scotch Plains senior citizens to
a Bake-Off and Bingo event. It will
be held on Saturday, January 22, from
1 to 3 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at 820 Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

Contest entries must be a dessert,
homemade and ready to serve. Prizes
and refreshments will be provided.
To enter the contest, play Bingo or
participate in both, call (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 314, or e-mail
mayormalool@scotchplains.org.

Ms. Erin P. McCloskey and Captain John Paul Snook

Ms. Erin McCloskey to Wed
Captain John Paul Snook

Mr. and Mrs. James McCloskey of
Mountainside have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Erin P. McCloskey, to Captain John
Paul Snook. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Snook of West Chester, Pa.

A 2005 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Ac-
counting from Mount St. Mary’s Uni-
versity in Emmitsburg, Md. in 2009.
She is employed as an accountant
with Verrex Corporation in

Mountainside.
The future bridegroom graduated

from Devon Preparatory School in
Devon, Pa. in 2003, and received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Biol-
ogy and a Bachelor of Arts degree in
German from Mount St. Mary’s Uni-
versity in 2007. He also completed
Army ROTC training and was com-
missioned in 2007.

After he completes his tour of
duty in Germany, the couple will be
married in September 2011.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Meet Camp Directors from all kinds
of summer camps and programs

877-488-2267

7th Annual

Saturday, January 15, 2011
Bridgewater Marriott 
700 Commons Way, Bridgewater
    

Sunday, January 16, 2011
Grand Summit Hotel 
570 Springfield Ave, Summit 
 
   

Sunday, January 30, 2011
East Hanover Ramada Inn 
130 Rt 10 W, East Hanover

Noon to 4 p.m.
Bring this ad for a Free Gift!

One gift per family, 
limit first 100 families.

*ENTER OUR DRAWING TO WIN

$500
towards your child‛s camp tuition in 2011

(See details on our website)

*Check out our website for additional camp fairs

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

King Day of Service
On Tap For Monday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains/Fanwood Martin Luther
King Day of Service will take place
on Monday, January 17, with many
volunteer opportunities available
for both adults and children. The
Opening Program and same-day
registration will be held from 10 to
11 a.m. at the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA, located at 1340
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. A
movie, speakers, family activities,
free giveaways and bake sales will
be featured. Volunteer activities will
take place from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
throughout the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood area. For more informa-
tion, click on MLK Day at
scotchplains.patch.com or e-mail
spfdayofservice@gmail.com.

The Westfield Community Center invites the public
to our Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Annual Pancake Breakfast on

Westfield Community Center

For more information, please call:

Donations of $5.00 for adults and
$4.00 for kids and seniors are requested.

Annual Pancake Breakfast

Monday, January 17th between

8:00am and 10:30am

908-232-4759

558 West Broad Street
(Corner of West Broad & Palsted Ave.)

Westfield, NJ 07090
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Redeemer School to Present
Art and Science Show

WESTFIELD – Redeemer
Lutheran School in Westfield will
present its annual student art show
and the traveling science show,
“Dancin’ with the Honeybees” on
Friday, January 21, at 7:30 p.m. Cliff
Wright-Sunflower is a master bee-
keeper, environmental educator, sto-
ryteller and performer. In his audi-
ence participation program, “Dancin’
with the Honeybees”, he brings the
scientific magic of the honeybee hive
to life. Using honeybees as his focus,
Cliff reaches all levels of students
and adults with concepts, facts and
ideas about the ecology of the natural
world. “Dancin’ with the Honeybees”,
uses storytelling, poetry, prose, pup-
petry, music, dance and participatory

theatre. The follow-up “Bee Touch
Me Museum” lab program reinforces
the science concepts presented in the
program. Every participant makes a
beeswax candle to take home.

Attendees will also have the op-
portunity to tour the school facilities
this evening and visit specific classes
on both Tuesday, January 25, and
Wednesday, January 26 between 10
a.m. and noon each day. Redeemer
School is in its 58th year and offering
classes from pre-kindergarten (be-
ginning at age 2 and a half) through
Grade six.

Tickets are $3 per person; $10 per
family (maximum) and are available
in advance through the school office:
(908) 232-1592.

CADETTES WITH A CAUSE…Cadette Troop 40345 of Westfield recently met
with Junior Troop 40510 for some winter fun. The younger girls made a winter
craft, enjoyed a homemade snack, and made twelve no-sew fleece baby blankets.
The blankets, along with books donated by Troop 40510, will be donated to a local
charity as part of Troop 40345’s Silver Award project.

For more information, 
call (908) 709-7518, 

ask for Ricky, or 
e-mail spring@ucc.edu

A Great
Education
Close to
Home

A Great
Education
Close to
Home

� Choose from over 75
 Programs of Study

� Spring ‘11 Semester begins January 20
(register until Jan. 27)

� Spring ‘11 Late Start classes begin February 3 
(register until Feb. 9)

� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year  colleges
or universities

� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or
 weekends

� Learn from home with Online Courses 
or Telecourses 

� Only $100 per credit for Union County  residents
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SP-F  Pre-School
Registration Underway

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood School District is
now accepting applications for its
Preschool program.

In order to apply, children must be
three- years old on or before October
1, 2011 and/or four-years old on or
before October 1, 2011.

A non-refundable application fee
of $50 is required payable to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education and must be returned along
with the completed application in
order to be considered for placement.

Applicants must be residents of
Scotch Plains or Fanwood. Proof of
residence is mandatory and is subject
to review prior to acceptance into the
program.

Registration does not guarantee
placement in the preschool program.
Class will meet five days per week
following the kindergarten schedule
from 8:35 until 11:20 for the morning
session and 12:20 until 3:10 for the
afternoon session.

Tuition for the half-day program
will be $300 per month and spaces
will be reserved on a first come first
served basis. Parents of “multiples”
will receive a discount of 10 percent
for the additional sibling(s). Tuition
may be provided at no cost to fami-
lies that qualify for free/reduced
lunch. Proof of status is required af-
ter the application is received and
determination of eligibility will be
made by the district.

Scholarships will be available on a
limited basis and district administra-
tors will determine eligibility Spe-
cial Education students will be in-
cluded in this Preschool program as
determined by the District Child
Study Team. Applications and addi-
tional information can be obtained at
the district website, www.spfk12.org
www.spfk12.org  under the heading
“Announcements” or by calling 908-
889-8600 ext. 302. Applications will
also be available at all district el-
ementary schools.

MAGICAL VISIT ... Kindergarten students at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School
in North Edison were visited by the “tooth fairy” during their celebration of the
70th day of school. Portrayed by Renee Payami of Scotch Plains, the mother of
Kapriana, a kindergartner, Briella, a fourth-grader, and Jake, a sixth grader, the
tooth fairy sprinkled fairy dust on the children’s heads before reading The Night
Before the Tooth Fairy by Natasha Wing and You Think It’s Easy Being the Tooth
Fairy by Sheri Bell-Rehwoldt. She also gifted the students with magical glow-in-
the-dark tooth-shaped boxes to use under their pillows for their very own tooth

 Wardlaw-Hartridge Reveals
AMC 8 Math Comp Winners

MATHEMATICS MARVELS ... Winners of the AMC8 Mathematics Competi-
tion from The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in North Edison are pictured, left to
right: Brandon Yin of Scotch Plains and John Anderson-Schmitt of Scotch Plains,
tied for third place; Sam Cheon of Edison second place; and Christopher
Hillenbrand of Mountainside, first place.

Photo courtesy of  Michelle Daino

EDISON – Christine Cerminaro
of Scotch Plains, the Middle School
mathematics teacher at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in North Edison,
recently announced the names of stu-
dents who excelled in the AMC8
Mathematics Competition, which is
sponsored by The Mathematical As-
sociation of America. This examina-
tion for eighth graders was held on
November 16, 2010.

Christopher Hillenbrand of
Mountainside earned first place,
while Sam Cheon of Edison received
second place status. There was a tie
for third place between John Ander-
son-Schmitt of Scotch Plains and
Brandon Yin of Scotch Plains.

The AMC 8 is a 25-question, 40-

minute multiple choice examination
in middle school mathematics de-
signed to promote the development
and enhancement of problem solv-
ing skills. The examination provides
an opportunity to apply the concepts
taught at the junior high level to
problems which not only range from
easy to difficult but also cover a wide
range of applications.

Many problems are designed to
challenge students and to offer prob-
lem solving experiences beyond
those provided in most junior high
school mathematics classes. Calcu-
lators are not allowed starting in
2008.

High scoring students are invited
to participate in the AMC 10.

FROM THE MOUTH OF BABES…Westminster Preschool in Fanwood recently
performed “The Christmas Story” along with a holiday songfest for families and
friends. Pictured is Mrs. Knierim’s morning four-year class who participated as
angels, wise men, shepherds and Joseph. For more information about upcoming
events please contact the school at (908) 889-4405.

Eight WHS  Students
Chosen for Region

Orchestra/Band
WESTFIELD -Hundreds of stu-

dents recently auditioned for partici-
pation in the Region II Band/Orches-
tra, with eight Westfield High School
students selected in the prestigious
program.

Out of 111 clarinetists, senior John
Chae placed sixth in the region and
tenth grader Jeff Marino placed thirty-
six. Out of 52 alto saxophonists, elev-
enth grader Rory Fitzpatrick placed
sixth. With 84 trumpeters audition-
ing, tenth grader Clayton Beyert
placed eighth in the region and elev-
enth grader Christopher Walsh took
the eleventh spot.

Out of 32 horn players, eleventh
grader David Verchick was seven-
teenth in the region.

Out of 46 violists, tenth grader
Edmund Han placed fifth and ninth
grader Cindy Xiao placed twenty-
second in a field of 115 violinists.

“This is a tremendous accomplish-
ment and Westfield High School will
be represented strongly in these high
level playing ensembles,” stated Dr.
Linda King, Supervisor of Fine Arts.

January ��

�:��AM

At our West�eld Campus

��� Hillcrest Avenue

West�eld� NJ

Serving children from � through First Grade 
In 	exible part time or full time programs

Meet with representatives from our West�eld and Scotch Plains campuses 

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Admissions Open House

www
christopheracademy
com      ����������

SP-FHS Teachers Recall
Day in the Spotlight

by Julie Whitty and Amy Rutkowski
Specially Written for The ScotchPlains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – That knot in
our stomachs has stretched to its ab-
solute limit of endurance. We have
reviewed our own notes over and
over. We really have little idea what
to expect tomorrow. So, sleep is elu-
sive.

Midnight, 2 a.m., 3 a.m. – Oh great,
it’s 3:45: time to get up, do hair and
make-up. We are being picked up at
5:15 a.m. (really?) in front of the
school.

The Lexus pulls up and the driver
gets out and opens the door.  For two
high school teachers, this is quite a
treat.  As we glide along the road to
our television debut, we go over our
notes – again! What will they ask? 
Are we walking into friendly terri-
tory or a hostile environment? Well,
too late now.

The Lexus effortlessly slides si-
lently through the sleepy New York
City streets.  We pull up in front of
641 Avenue of the Americas; once
again our driver gets out and opens
the door for us. We could get used to
this.

Inside the guard requests our iden-
tification, and then we wait for the
intern to escort us to the green room.
Up we go.

The green room really is painted
green – what an interesting premise.
For some reason, we expected the
color to be a metaphor of some type.
First one and then the other, we are
ushered to the make-up artist so that
our make-up can be camera ready. A
friendly, amicable young lady per-
forms her magic, and we are ready to
face the lens.

While one of us is being brushed
and painted, the other sits and “re-
laxes” and much to our surprise, the
intern asks if we know another par-
ticular intern, who just happens to be
a former student of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and a close
friend of this young lady – somehow
we breathe a little easier, as if we
have found a haven of friendship.
The haven is short lived.

 “Excuse me. I need to mic you
up.” Being seen is one thing; we need
to be heard as well. The microphone
is snaked through our clothes, off we
go, back comes the knot in our stom-
achs. “Don’t worry, we take care of
adjusting the sound. Just relax and
speak naturally.” Oh, if only that could
happen.

We chat with Steve Doocy for what
seems like 10 seconds, which was, in
reality, about 60 seconds. Time really
does fly.

 “7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 . . . You’re on.”
Two blinks later, everything is over.

We are whisked out a side door, and
there sits our driver. How nice, the
interview is over, and he still gets out
and holds open the door for us.

Beep . . . Beep . . . Beep . . .our
mothers, our friends (those up this

early) call and text to congratulate us:
you looked so relaxed . . . everything
went so well . . . so proud of you.

The smiles spread slowly across
both our faces. Did we really just
appear on Fox & Friends? Were we
really just featured in the Sunday
edition of the New York Times? Some-
times, life just doesn’t get any better.

Exactly what is all the commotion
about? Our venture into the limelight
began with the best of intentions.
Exactly what is inclusion? Accord-
ing to the online dictionary, “Include:
part of a group or whole” “Inclusion:
somebody or something included in
a group or mixture.”

Including students in the yearbook
is something that all good advisers
and staff have been doing for years.
By definition, a yearbook tells the
story of the year. In a school, that
story is the story of the students.
Therefore, inclusion as a yearbook
concept is nothing new; it now just
has a name in a we-love-to-name-
everything era.

Our Jostens yearbook representa-
tive approached us in September and
stated, “We would like you to be one
of our pilot schools for our PYP pro-
gram (personalize your pages).”  This
is a chance for students to create four
pages of their own in their own book.
How cool! And how cool for that
quiet-I’m-not-ready-to-be-noticed
student.  Four pages just about “me,”
one of the absolute favorite topics of
just about all high school students.

Those students who participate in
a plethora of activities will be featured
as many times as they always were; if
someone is in three clubs, two sports,
band, and is an officer of student
government, then he will appear in
the yearbook seven times –as it should
be.  No one is or wants to take that
away from him. But that student who
is just a little quiet and who may not
be comfortable knocking on the
yearbook classroom door to say “I
really want to be in the yearbook,”now
has the opportunity to do exactly that
 to be in her yearbook. And that
student who has no interest in being
in school, and maybe rarely is, will
not be in the book.

Those who say that such a way of
thinking is akin to, “the same im-
pulse that says every kid on a team
should get a trophy, whether he or she
played well or not” do not understand
the outlook behind this viewpoint.
The philosophy, and it is a philoso-
phy, not a mandate, is simple: an
attempt to include as many students
as possible in their yearbook – and it
really is as simple as that.

*****
Editor’s Note: Julie Whitty and Amy

Rutkowski, are teachers at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and
yearbook advisers. Their quest to
have a more inclusive yearbook
landed them in the spotlight.

WHS Dance-A-Thon
Fundraiser Set for Feb. 11

WESTFIELD  – The Westfield
High School (WHS) Student Council
is planning a six-hour Dance-A-Thon
on Friday, February 11, as the main
fundraiser for the state Student Coun-
cil charity, the Spread the Magic Foun-
dation.

Please support Spread the Magic
by making donations to the WHS
students who are in the process of
forming Dance-A-Thon teams. With
your help,  a difference can be made
in the lives of suffering children.

If you do now know a WHS student
who is participating in this event, but

would like to donate to this cause,
your support would be greatly appre-
ciated.

Donations can be sent to the atten-
tion of the WHS Student Council,
Westfield High School, 550 Dorian
Road, Westfield, NJ, 07090. Make
checks payable to WHS Student
Council.

The Student Council sincerely ap-
preciates your continued support of
their organization.

For more information, contact the
Student Council at
westfieldstudentcouncil@yahoo.com.
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WF Public Schools to Hold
Lottery for Preschool Prog

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Pub-
lic School District is now accepting
applications for the 2011 – 2012 Pre-
school Program located at Lincoln
School Early Childhood Center, 728
Westfield Avenue. The program is
comprised of general education stu-
dents and students who have been
found eligible for special education.
General education students will be
selected for this program by lottery.

Preschool classes will meet Mon-
day through Friday, from 8:45 to
11:15 a.m. for the 3-year old morning
session and from 12:30 to 3 p.m. for
the 4-year old afternoon session.

Applicants must be residents of
Westfield and be three or four years
of age on or before October 1, 2011.
Applications for the lottery are avail-
able on the district website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/lincoln.
During school hours, applications
may also be obtained in person at
Lincoln School and the main office
of any of the elementary schools in
Westfield. All applications must be
returned to Lincoln School, 728
Westfield Avenue, no later than 4
p.m. on Thursday, February 17.

The lottery drawing will be held at
Lincoln School, on February 18, at 2
p.m. Parents of applicants are wel-
come to attend but need not be present

at the drawing. All applicants will be
notified of their acceptance by phone.

Children who are not selected for
the program will be placed on a wait-
ing list. Special education students
are included in the Preschool Pro-
gram as determined by the District
Child Study Team.

An original birth certificate with
raised seal and proof of residency
will be required for those students
admitted to the program. A tuition
fee of $320 per month will be charged
to those pre-school students selected
in the lottery for the 2011-2012 school
year. Students who qualify under the
income eligibility guidelines set forth
under the Federal Child Nutrition
Program may be eligible for a re-
duced charge.

For more information, please call
Lincoln School at (908) 789-4455.

HONORABLE MENTION…Students in Joseph Paradise’s 4th Grade class at
Westfield’s McKinley Elementary School were awarded an honorable mention
for Best East Coast Region Entry in the BookJam Digital Book Report Video
Contest for their submission of a video book report on Judy Blume’s “Tales of a
Fourth Grade Nothing”. For their video entry, the students spent three weeks
assembling costumes and props, filming scenes, and editing their video down to
2.5 minutes. The entries were judged by a panel at Recorded Books K-12.

Holy Family Class
Posts  50th Reunion

AREA – The Class of 1961 of Holy
Family Academy of Bayonne will
hold a 50th Reunion weekend, April
8 to 10, in Ocean Grove. Classmates
may contact committee members
Valerie Martin at (973) 781-1133 or
Judith Gantly at
judithann13@verizon.net.

THE GOOD LIFE…The Four-Plus children catch up on their reading at St.
Paul’s Day School in front of a cozy fire.

Open House, Registration at
 St. Paul’s Day School

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Day
School in Westfield will sponsor an
Open House and registration on
Thursday, January 20, at 9:30 a.m.
for new families for our kindergarten
and nursery school. Parents will have
an opportunity to view the facility,
see our Smart Boards in action, learn
about our different programs and meet
the director and staff. Registration
will take place for the 2010-2011
school year right after the Open
House.

 St. Paul’s Day School offers an
outstanding program of pre-academic
and creative activities in a setting of
caring and love. Kindergarten has a
wonderful well-rounded full day pro-
gram. We offer well-equipped class-
rooms with Smart Boards and a low
student-teacher ratio. Our 4 Plus pro-
gram is tailored for the child who is

ready for more than a regular four-
year-old program but not either ready
or old enough for kindergarten.

Children are exposed to music,
drama, movement, Spanish and com-
puter classes. Children play in our
outdoor playground, weather permit-
ting, and enjoy sand play and riding
toys as well as using their imagina-
tion and motor skill in the castle and
slide area. When weather is not per-
mitting we offer large indoor play
area with bikes, scooters, and climb-
ing toys. Arts and crafts, such as
painting pasting and coloring are also
enjoyed each day.

Registration forms for new fami-
lies should be dropped off no later
than January 20. St. Paul’s is located
at 414 East Broad Street. Registra-
tion forms may be picked up at the
open houses.

Centuolo Dismissed in Gov’s
Overhaul of Ed Budget

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY – The
governor’s office announced that
Union County Executive County Su-
perintendent of Schools Carmen
Centuolo’s contract, which expired
on Friday, January 7, would not be
renewed. This news came in the wake
of seven other executive superinten-
dents receiving their pink slips last
week.

“We usually expect something like
this when there is a change in gover-
nor,” Ms. Centuolo told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. She had served as
Union County Executive County Su-
perintendent for the past six years.

In addition to Ms. Centuolo, ex-
ecutive school superintendents from
Bergen, Burlington, Cape May,
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Monmouth,
Ocean and Somerset counties were
told their contracts were not being
renewed.

The executive superintendents not
retained had annual salaries of
$120,000 or more and three-year con-
tracts that were coming to term.

According to a press release from
the governor’s office, new rules on
superintendent pay will include the
capping of salaries at $175,000 for

all but the largest school districts,
with the possibility of bonuses for
strong student performance going into
effect in February. Acting Education
Commissioner Rochelle Hendricks
has warned county leaders to not ap-
prove any new contracts before then.

“I was disappointed that I didn’t
have a discussion (with Governor
Christie) on the decision. I didn’t
have the opportunity to present him
with our ideas, or the status of the
county,” Ms. Centuolo said.

She was “unaware of a plan” when
asked who would take over her posi-
tion. She expressed her disappoint-
ment that she would “not see the
fulfillment” of projects she had been
working on, including the county re-
organization bussing issue.

Ms. Centuolo, who resides in
Mountainside, has worked in educa-
tion for over 40 years. She began her
career in a Catholic school in
Hammonton, Atlantic County, be-
fore entering the public school do-
main.

When asked about her plans for
the future, Ms. Centuolo was uncer-
tain whether or not she would seek
full- or part-time work, but stated, “I
will still stay active (in education)
on some level. It’s my love, my pas-
sion.”

Nearly 90% admitted to Barron’s “most and highly competitive” colleges and universities     
Upper School offers nationally-renow�ed honors engineering program      More than 50% 
of students in grades 10-12 take an AP course       With no graduation requirement 100% 
participation in community service       103  AP scholars in the last three years     

Where intellect and faith meet.

A Catholic independent school, 
co-ed from kindergarten through grade 6 
and for young women only in grades 7-12.

Contact admissions at admissions@oakknoll.org or 908-522-8109 to RSVP
44 Blackburn Road, Summit, New Jersey 07901 www.oakknoll.org

  

UPPER SCHOOL INFORMATION SESSION
January 20, 2011 - 8:15-10 a.m. -  For Students and Parents

   

   
        

Bucknell University
Announces Dean’s List

LEWISBURG, PA. — Bucknell
University has released the dean’s
list for outstanding academic achieve-
ment during the fall semester of the
2010-11 academic year. A student
must earn a grade point average of
3.5 or higher on a scale of 4.0 to
receive dean’s list recognition. Those
students from your circulation area
who met this standard are:

Emily S. Budnick, Westfield,
daughter of Lawrence and Karen
Budnick of Westfield, and a 2010
graduate of Westfield High School.

Brendan P. Burgdorf, Westfield,
son of Betsey Burgdorf of Westfield
and Charles Burgdorf of Douglaston,
NY and a 2009 graduate of The Pingry
School, Martinsville.

Sarah E. Canfield, Scotch Plains,
daughter of James and Lynn Canfield
of Scotch Plains, and a 2010 graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Bridget G. Cornwell, Scotch Plains,
daughter of Curtis and Kathleen
Cornwell of Scotch Plains, and a 2008
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Alexander K. DeRose,
Mountainside, son of James and
Elizabeth DeRose of Mountainside,
and a 2010 graduate of Governor
Livingston high School.

Andrew T. DeRose, Mountainside,
son of James and Elizabeth DeRose
of Mountainside, and a 2008 gradu-
ate of Governor Livingston H S, Ber-
keley Heights, NJ.

Jonathan S. Erman, Westfield, son
of Martin and Sheryl Erman of
Westfield, and a 2010 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Jaclyn M. Kirna, Westfield, daugh-
ter of Carl and Robin Kirna of
Westfield, and a 2008 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Caitlyn M. Oster, Westfield, daugh-
ter of Michael and Margaret Oster of
Westfield, and a 2007 graduate of
Westfield High School.

Lindsay A. Robinson, Fanwood,
daughter of Christopher and Laura
Robinson of Fanwood, and a 2010
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

Blair A. Rolnick, Westfield, daugh-
ter of Lawrence and Kimberly
Rolnick of Westfield, and a graduate
of Peddie School, Hightstown, NJ.

Union Catholic Students
Share Christmas Spirit

SCOTCH PLAINS – This past
Christmas the students at Union
Catholic High School went above
and beyond to help share the spirit
of the season by arranging activi-
ties to support a number of organi-
zations.

The UC Angels Club, the Key Club,
the Senior Class and faculty mem-
bers joined together to collect new
toys, clothes and coats for 47 chil-
dren. All donations were wrapped
and given to Tri-City Newark who
manages the program to distribute
the gifts to various daycares and indi-
vidual homes.

On Wednesday, December 22, the
Cheerleading Team visited residents
at the Cornell Hall Care and Reha-
bilitation Center located in Union,

New Jersey. The team performed
cheer and dance routines for approxi-
mately 30 residents living at the cen-
ter. They also delivered Christmas
cards they had made during practice
earlier in the week. “It was a great
afternoon,” states cheerleading coach
and Union Catholic faculty member
Rae Neshimka. “The girls brought a
lot of Christmas spirit to the resi-
dents.”

Other spirit sharing activities in-
cluded creating Christmas cards for
US troops serving overseas, assisting
St. Mary’s Parish in Rahway with
preparations for their Christmas drive,
a Blood Drive sponsored by the Health
Club and a Christmas fund-raiser by
the Fashion Club for the Make-A-
Wish Foundation.

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS...Students at Union Catholic High School went above
and beyond to help share the spirit of the season by arranging activities to support
a number of organization . Pictured, left to right are; Roland Johnson of Roselle,
Naya Allen of Plainfield, Steven Thomas of Union and Alexander Milord of
Newark assist with the gifts and coats for Tri-City Newark.
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The Catholic Academy that makes a difference  
in your child’s life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                

Serving children in grades PreK - 8 
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Mtsd’s Buonaguro
Named to  Dean’s List
LOCK HAVEN, PA – Senior

Juliann F. Buonaguro , a resident of
Mountainside, studying Sport Admin-
istration was named to the Lock Ha-
ven University Fall 2010 Dean’s List.
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FW Resident Finne
Earns Masters Degree
FANWOOD — Maryjane Finne,

of Fanwood was awarded a Master of
Arts in Educational Leadership de-
gree from Thomas Edison State Col-
lege. Finne, who is a charter member
of the Thomas Edison State College
Kappa Delta Pi honor society, is a
technical facilitator with Rahway
High School in Rahway.

WF’s Hennessey
Named to Dean’s List

MILLERSVILLE, PA David P
Hennessey, of Westfield, a senior
at Millersville University of Penn-
sylvania, has been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall 2010 se-
mester.

The Dean’s List is earned by a
semester grade point average of
3.50 or higher and attempted at
least 12 credits of course work.

Mother Seton  to
Hold Open House

CLARK  – Mother Seton Regional
High School will hold an informal
Open House on Tuesday, January 25,
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. for all fifth, sixth,
seventh and eighth grade girls and
their parents. This is a last chance for
a “final look” for eighth graders. The
program will be informational and
enjoyable for girls who are planning
to enter high school in the near fu-
ture. It is imperative that eighth grad-
ers who wish to apply, and who have
not already done so, call (732) 382-
1952 for application information as
soon as possible or visit the Mother
Seton website at
www.motherseton.org.

Registration for the 2011-12 school
year will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 5, at 9 a.m. Any eighth grade girl
who wishes to be considered for ad-
mission should send her elementary
school records to Mother Seton im-
mediately. In the Archdiocese of New-
ark, acceptance letters are mailed on
January 20.

Our open house is designed prima-
rily for parents and for students who
are interested in attending Mother
Seton Regional High School or in
exploring some of the high school
options available to them. Parents
and students will have an opportunity
to tour the school, meet with admin-
istration, parents, guidance and fac-
ulty members, examine the curricu-
lar and co-curricular programs and
investigate transportation. Parents or
students are invited to come alone if
the evening is not convenient for both.

An informal social will follow at
which parents and daughters may
mingle with faculty and students of
Mother Seton Regional High School,
which is located at Parkway Exit 135
in Clark, New Jersey.
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DEVILS KALIMTZIS, SKIBITSKY, KANIA RECORD PINS

Roselle Park Panthers Edge
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 35-31

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Yielding bonus points needed to be
kept to a minimum if the Westfield
High School wrestling team was to
pull off an upset over Roselle Park,
but the Panthers salvaged enough
bonus points and won the chess match
of weigh-class positioning to salvage
a 35-31 victory in Roselle Park on
January 5.

The match began at the 103-lb.
class, and Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis
built an 11-0 lead on Enrique Maron
before he pinned him with an arm
bar, walk around in 3:56. Panther
Jovanni Ramirez scored a pair of
takedowns to claim a 4-1 victory over
Nick Velez, and Panther John DeVito
tied the team score with a 6-0 deci-
sion over Anthony Aldana at 119 lbs.

The much-needed bonus points
seized by the Panthers came primarily

in three bouts. Panther Brendon Leary
was carrying a 10-2 lead into the third
period, but he pinned Keith Peterson
with a walk-around arm bar in 4:50 at
130 lbs. to add two team points. At 135
lbs., Panther Nick Longo tallied a
takedown late in the third period to
squeeze an 11-3  majority decision
over Nick Rotundo to add another
team bonus point. Panther Jon Acosta
reaped more team bonus points when
he stuck Colin Barber in 1:23 at 152lbs.
after taking him to the mat with a far
arm, far leg takedown.

“This is the first time in forever
that we were in a match with them. Is
there any satisfaction in that? Very
little! Am I happy that we lost by four
points? No way! We didn’t have to
lose that match. This group of kids

has worked their butts off since last
summer not to lose by four points,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
said. “Can we learn from it? We bet-
ter learn that we can’t be giving up
takedowns at the end of the third
period when we are down by seven.
We have to learn how to fight off our
backs and not to give up pins.”

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku recorded a
pair of arm-drag takedown and an
escape to defeat Phil Woods, 5-1, at
140 lbs., and Troy Skibitsky recorded
six takedowns, including a pair of
double-leg lift takedowns, before pin-
ning Karn Patel in 3:14 with a low
lateral drop at 145 lbs.

The Panthers did harvest additional
bonus points, but they were expected.
Dan Pisauro, an NJSIAA state quali-
fier last year, amassed three
takedowns and a series of tight-waist

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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OLIVER NETS 25 PTS; TOM BONACUM 13 PTS, 11 RBS

Raider Basketball Boys Settle
Indians’ Fast Pace, Win, 72-65

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fast-paced games usually lead to
an inordinate amount of trips to the
free throw line, and nothing was dif-
ferent when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team hosted a feisty Rahway
Indian squad that was intent on “run-
ning” the show on January 7. In the
end, however, the 8-2 Raiders took
control in the second half to grab a
72-65 victory.

The Raiders hit 29-for-37 (78 per-
cent) from the charity line, and 20 of
those points came in the second half
when they controlled the tempo of
the game. Senior guard Charles Oliver
sank 19 of his game-leading 25 points
in the second half and hit 10-for 13
(77 percent) from the line.

“We spend a lot of time in practice
on free throws. That is one of the
repetitions that we do in practice ev-

ery day. That’s very important. We
don’t take it lightly. Free throws can
definitely win the game,” said Oliver,
who also had six rebounds.

Senior guard Patrick Dougher (2
assists, steal, blocked shot, rebound)
bucketed 14 points, including three
3-pointers, and hit 3-for-4 from the
line. Forward Matt Jegede (4 re-
bounds, steal, blocked shot) had 11
points and sank 4-for-5 from the line.
Six of Dom Gonzalez’s eight points
came from the charity line. He also
added two assists and a steal.

Forward Tom Bonacum hit nine of
his 13 points in the second half, but
his biggest asset came underneath as
he led the team with 12 rebounds.

“They were short, but they were
strong. I boxed out. Jumped high.
That was about it,” explained Tom
Bonacum, who also had two assists.

Rahway hit 11 of 18 free throws
(61 percent). Myron Mayes led the 5-

3 Indians with 15 points. Hakeem
Kornegay sank 14 points, Aaron Pe-
ters put in 12 points, Alix Similian
scored eight points, and Jacob Zadek
hit a pair of 3-pointers.

The rapid pace of the first quarter
led to misplaced passing and off-the-
mark lay-up attempts, but the Raid-
ers managed to go 6-for-6 from the
line and take a 10-8 lead. The Indians
beat the Raiders to the punch and
grabbed a 22-16 lead with 3:10 left in
the second quarter. The Raiders crept
closer, but Similian bagged a 3-pointer
at the buzzer to give the Indians a 29-
23 lead at the half.

The tempo changed in favor of the
Raiders in the third quarter.

“Just slow down the tempo. Play
our tempo. Don’t let them run their
stuff. Just run our stuff,”  Bonacum
said.

Oliver set the pace for the remain-
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SCOTCH PLAINS $485,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $989,000 SPRINGFIELD $409,900 WATCHUNG $798,000

CLARK $498,500 CRANFORD $619,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $785,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $319,900

WESTFIELD $609,000 WESTFIELD $619,000 WESTFIELD $639,999 WESTFIELD $875,000

Custom built Cape on wonderful lot! Kitchen w/Brkfst Nook, formal DR w/built-
Ins, heated Solarium w/Bay wndw, LR w/Fpl, 2nd Fl Master. New furnace & HWH!

Beautiful riverfront home. Replica of 1783 Dyckman House. Mother
Daughter w/sep entrance. Gracious front porch & lots more! Close to all.

Exquisite CH Col w/winter views, quiet cul-de-sac, move-in condition light & bright w/
updt Kit & Bths, refin Hwd Fls, newer carpt, paint & wnds, beautiful foyer, & more!

Charming Cape in move-in condn. Hwd flrs thruout 1st flr. New Refrig, D/W & vinyl
flrs, HWH, newer roof. Close to NYC buses. DIR: Park Avenue or Rte #22 to Mountain.

Spectacular one flr living! Sundrenched ranch w/wonderful open floor plan! Hwd flrs, lrg
wndws & custom touches. Close to schls & train!  DIR: South Ave to Hetfield to Newark.

Warm & inviting built 2008, Spacious kitchen, fam rm w/ fplc. Loads of wndws,
Master w/sitting rm w/fplce. 5BR 4BA 2-zone heat & 2 zone central air & lots more!

Elegantly updated, bright & airy townhouse w/2BR 2.1BA, LR, DR, EIK, spac fin
bsmt w/lrg fam rm/den. Pristine condition. Wonderful new appliances included.

Million dollar view! Exquisite, spac & charming hm, perfect for entertaining. 1st
flr great rm/office or Mstr Ste, classic LR w/fpl, FDR, updt Kit, den, beaut grounds.

Exterior freshly painted! 4BR Colonial w/fam rm, Hwd flrs, formal DRm, huge Master
Suite, newer Kit, Gas FP, beautiful deep yard. DIR: Central Ave to Massachusetts St

GREAT NEW PRICE! Meticulously maintained, surprisingly spac 4BR expanded Cape w/
many updts! Close to schools & park. Ample closets & lots more! DIR: Rahway/Willow Grove

Great opportunity to create your dream home in one of Westfield’s nicest neighborhoods.
Open flr plan, oversized rooms, plenty of closets on lrg prop. Endless possibilities.

Turn of the Century Charmer. Grand entry foyer. LR w/parlor & fplc. Wrap around
porch, addl entertainment space.  New wndws, repaved drwy & more improv.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2824863 Agent: Janice Tittel MLS: 2822694 Agent: Janice Good-Piga MLS: 2823367 Agent: Pat Connolly MLS: 2767961

Agent: Sharon Steele MLS: 2819913 Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 2816683 Agent: Anne Sank-Davis MLS: 2819855 Agent: Dorothy McDevitt MLS: 2817597

Agent: Mary Ellen O'Boyle MLS: 2790545 Agents: Jocelyne Holden/Jennifer Manville MLS: 2802944 Agent: Pat Connolly MLS: 2824888 Agent: Sharon Lies MLS: 2824416

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 01/16/11 1-4PM
2361 Mountain Ave

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 01/16/11 1-4PM
2104 Newark Ave

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 01/16/11 1-4PM
217 Massachusetts St

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 01/16/11 1-4PM
683 Willow Grove Rd

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE REVERSAL…Blue Devil Brian Bulger comes around for the reversal on Panther Steve Loevsky in his 171-
lb. bout. Bulger grabbed an 11-2 majority decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO MAKE HIS MOVE…Raider Charles Oliver, left, prepares to drive toward the basket against the Rahway
Indians. Oliver scored 25 points in the 72-65 victory.
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Park Panthers Edge Blue Devil Matmen, 35-31
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

tilts to claim a 14-1, majority deci-
sion over Pat Currie at 125 lbs.

Additional bonus points also came
with the chess match of weight-class
repositioning. With the Panthers hold-
ing a 26-15 lead, the Blue Devils
chose to present Brian Bulger at 160
lbs. and jump Christian Barber, fourth
in the state rankings at 152 lbs., to 171
lbs. for a possible showdown with Vic
Pozsonyi, ranked seventh in the state
at that weight.

Bulger put together three double-
leg takedowns, an ankle-pick
takedown, a switch reversal and an
escape to grab an 11-2 majority deci-
sion over Steve Loevsky to make the
score 26-19. The Panthers chose to
forfeit to Barber, making the score,
26-25, and bumped two of their stron-
gest wrestlers, Pozsonyi and Connor
Gabriel, up a class to virtually insure
the team victory.

Pozsonyi used a walk-around ma-
neuver to pin Luke Gibbons in 57
seconds at 189 lbs., but Gabriel had a
much tougher time with Kieran Cline

at 215 lbs., but did pull out a 9-2
victory.

“That was a good bounce back ef-
fort after last night [a 42-19 setback
to Ocean Township, the top-ranked
team in Monmouth County], so I give
the guys a lot of credit. That’s the
mark of a good team. We wrestled
well in some spots. We are trying to

mature, because with four freshmen
in the lineup, you are going to go
through your growing pains,” Pan-
ther Head Coach John Ranieri said.

With the Panthers safely leading
35-25 heading into the final bout,
heavyweight Kyle Kania gave the
Blue Devils expected bonus points
when he pinned Vinny Picarelli in 27
seconds.

“The match was there. Some of us
did a really good job to put us in a
position to win, and some of us let
that slip away,” Coach Kurz said.

“We have some strong leadership,
and I think we are coming around.
Any wrestling season is a journey.
We will just have to see where this
journey takes us,” Coach Ranieri said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Maron, 3:56
112: — Ramirez (RP) d Velez, 4-1
119: — DeVito (RP) d Aldana, 6-0
125: — Pisauro (RP) md Currie, 14-1
130: — Leary (RP) p Peterson, 4:50
135: — Longo (RP) md Rotundo, 11-3
140: — Opoku (W) d Woods, 5-1
145: — Skibitsky (W) p Patel, 3:14
152: — Acosta (RP) p Colin Barber, 1:23
160: — Bulger (W) md Loevsky, 11-2
171: — Christian Barber (W) won forfeit
189: — Pozsonyi (RP) p Gibbons, 0:57
215: — Gabriel (RP)d Cline, 9-2
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Picarelli, 0:27

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Faith Maricic
Sales Associate

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,350,000
Beautiful Center Hall Colonial on 1 acre prop-
erty! 6 BRs, 4.1 baths, 3 car garage, front porch,
new landscape. MLS 2820927

WESTFIELD $1,190,000
Rnvtd turn-of-the-century 13 rm, 6BR, 4 bth
Victorian w/opn front porch, hdwd flrs, 3 zone
HVAC. Close to town/transp. MLS 2819609

WESTFIELD $969,900
Charming 4BR Colonial in the Gardens.
Spacious family rm w/skylights, 2 1/2 updated
baths, 2 car gar, lrg private lot. MLS 2793294

SCOTCH PLAINS $899,000
CH Colonial on wooded lot, 5BRs, 3 1/2 baths,
HWF, EIK w/granite, many updates, bright
rooms, lrg family rm w/frplc. MLS 2822047

WESTFIELD $769,900
New Construction Tudor. 4BRs, 2.1 baths, open
flr plan, FR w/frplc, frml LR & DR, EIK, SS appls,
2nd flr laundry, 3rd flr media rm. MLS 2786554

WESTFIELD $735,000
4 bedroom, 3.1 bath Colonial, nicely updated,
au-pair suite, near schools and park.

MLS 2809447

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,900
New 4BR, 2 1/2 bath Colonial to be built
w/quality details thru out. Feats: LR, FDR, EIK
open to FR, MBR suite, 2 car gar. MLS 2821232

SCOTCH PLAINS $685,000
New Col on cul-de-sac, 4BR, 2 1/2 bath, 2-story
foyer, granite kit, FR w/frplc, slider to deck, MBR
w/lux bath, close to NYC transp.MLS 2813375

WESTFIELD $599,000
Well maintained 4BR, 2 full bath split level set
on deep wooded lot offering CAC, central vac-
uum, attached garage. MLS 2805564

WESTFIELD $568,000
Pristine cond-3BR, 2.5 bath split lvl, CAC, gas
FHA heat, modern EIK w/maple cabs, wood
flrs, 90x105 lot, 20x14 deck. MLS 2820918

SCOTCH PLAINS $559,000
Colonial-Era farmhouse with all the modern
conveniences-CAC, new baths, almost 1/2 an
acre. MLS 2814560

WESTFIELD $389,000
Charming Cottage/Cape Cod style home
w/sun-filled enclosed porch, 2/3 bdrms, Eat-in
Kit, & 1st flr Master Bedroom. MLS 2817648
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Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.
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715 Rahway Avenue  Westfield, New Jersey 
This well-located Colonial brims with traditional charm & classic details.  A delightful 
porch grants entrée to an enchanting interior adorned with hardwood floors, moldings & 
numerous windows. The spacious living room adjoins the formal dining room boasting 
corner cabinets. The family room with updated powder room opens to the updated kitchen 
with granite counters & handsome cabinets. There are three nice sized bedrooms, a vin-
tage style bath,  rec room, deck, sizable backyard (184’ deep lot), a two-car garage and 
easy access to schools and town. Presented for $495,000. Dir: Grove, right onto Rahway 

Public Open House, Sunday January, 16th 1 - 4 pm 

KLOTZ HITS 14; PETERSON, SEBOLAO 13; OLIVER 12

Warrior Lady Cagers Sting
Raiders in Overtime, 64-58

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Warrior Amy Park sank a 3-pointer
at the buzzer to force overtime then
the visiting Watchung Hills girls bas-
ketball team sank eight of 10 free
throws and added a lay-up to sting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 64-58, on
January 8.

Several factors steered the course of
the game. First, the 4-3 Raiders set up
a strong outside-inside offensive attack
that led to a 16-4 lead with 2:22 remain-
ing in the first quarter. During that
stretch, sophomore guard Taylor
Sebolao, who finished with 13 points,
nailed three 3-pointers, but she also ran
into foul trouble with three fouls. The
Raiders won the quarter, 18-10. Sebolao
had to sit out the entire second quarter,
which the Warriors won, 12-9, to make
the halftime score, 27-22.

“Whenever you have somebody, who
just scored nine points get out of the
first quarter with three fouls, it’s going
to make a little bit of difference in the
game, but I thought we held it together

with her out,” Raider Head Coach Jen-
nifer Ryan said. “In your head, it’s hard
to back into the game after sitting out a
whole quarter, knowing that whatever
happened has to be put behind you. It
really didn’t hurt us in the first half. It
started to come around in the second
half when we were trying to keep her
out of foul trouble. That aggressiveness
that she had in the first quarter wasn’t
there as much.”

Second, the busy hands of the War-
riors’ defense in the second half cre-
ated confusion, led to steals and
caused the Raiders to make bad
passes. The Raiders did, however,
win the third quarter, 12-9, to extend
their lead to 39-31. The Warriors
rolled with an 11-5 run to cut the
Raiders’ lead to 44-42 with 3:16 re-
maining in regulation. Senior guard
Evie Klotz (14 points [8-for-9 free
throws], 4 assists, 4 steals, 4 rebounds)
then went 6-for-6 from the free throw
line to give the Raiders a 54-51 lead
before Park sank her 3-pointer.

“We had the lead most of the game
doing what we were supposed to be
doing, but our turnovers just killed us.
One of the things that we talked about
before the game was that they get their
fingers on a lot of things. There should
be no passing over the top, and we did
that,” Coach Ryan said. “We turned
the ball over. They got the steals. We
went back on our heels a little bit with
the press. In the beginning, we weren’t
having a hard time with it.”

The third factor was free throws.
Although the Raiders sank 16-for-23
(70 percent) from the line, the War-
riors drew many fouls and sank 25-
for-29 (86 percent) from the line.

“Teams are going to hit foul shots.
Teams are not going to hit foul shots.
When you are talking about the fouls,
we are playing man-to-man. We are

going to come out and be as aggres-
sive as possible. If we are getting beat
to the basket, we weren’t there to
help. When you are behind on the
help, you tend to reach, and that got
us in a bind. Once we start doing
those kinds of things, it prevents us
from being as aggressive defensively,”
Coach Ryan said.

Senior forward Aysia Peterson (13
points, 3 assists, 3 steals, 2 blocked
shots) led the Raiders with 10 re-
bounds, but sophomore forward
Renee Oliver (12 points, assist, block)
also had success underneath with
eight rebounds.

“Renee has worked on getting in
shape. Last year, she had a tough time
getting around people, but not any
more. She wants the ball. She does
such a great job, but sometimes it
goes unnoticed, unless you are watch-
ing what she is doing underneath the
basket,” Coach Ryan pointed out.

Freshman forward Alyssa Riporti
had four points, four rebounds and a
steal, and freshman guard Katie
Harper finished with four points, four
assists, a steal and two rebounds.

“She is a very tough basketball
athlete. She is going to make plays
that are going to look like big time
plays, and she’s going to make some
mistakes too, like any freshman
would,” Coach Ryan said of Harper.

Park led the Warriors with 18 points.
Brielle Macallera bucketed 17 points
and Kelsey Conway added 13 points.

“We have to move on from this
game. Take it as a lesson and hope
that down the road if this opportunity
comes around when we are in an
overtime game, that we start focus-
ing on not turning the ball over,”
Coach Ryan said.
Wat. Hills 10 12   9 23 10 64
SPF 18   9 12 15   4 58

Westfield/SPF Match
Will Benefit SMA

The Westfield High School
wrestling team’s match against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood that will
be held tomorrow, Friday, Janu-
ary 14, at 7 p.m. in Westfield will
be a fundraiser for Spinal Muscu-
lar Atrophy (SMA). All money
from admission, concessions and
50/50’s will go to SMA.

The Blue Devils’ wrestling team
is on the rise, which includes a
strong junior varsity squad that
will host the Raider JV’s at 6 p.m.
The JV match should be a great
warm-up for the varsity showdown
between the Blue Devils and the
Raiders.

Raider Matmen Maul
N. Pr. Pioneers, 44-26
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School wrestling team moved up a
few notches in the Union County (UC)
standings ladder and improved to 4-2
with a 44-26 victory over New Provi-
dence (ranked sixth on the UC ladder)
in Scotch Plains on January 5.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: — Luke Vuono (S) p Vince Sidoli,
3:48
171: — Matt Blank (S) p Kris Castaldo, 5:34
189: — Max Sidoli (N) p Sebastian
Rosen, 2:57
215: — Luke Mineo (S) p Pat O’Keefe, 1:22
Hwt: — Zach Troutman (N) md Anthony
Tufaro, 8-0
103: — Dan Zimmerman (N) p Sid Ni, :46
112: — Adriel Lazaro (N) won forfeit
119: — Tim Terrezza (N) tf Mike Lettieri,
17-2
125: — Dan Cardoza (S) won forfeit
130: — Nick Sebolao (S) md Dan Smith,
15-7
135: — Dom Natale (S) md Joe Cirrocca,
12-0
140: — Mike Steinfeld (S) p Jeff
SanFilippo, 2:32
145: — Sean Cannon (S) p Jacob
Jankow, 1:43
152: — Harry LaPlanche (N) d Jon Devia

Lady Raiders Wreck
Rams in Hoops, 45-35
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls basketball team im-
proved to 4-2 with a 45-35 triumph
over the Roselle Lady Rams in Scotch
Plains on January 6. With the Lady
Rams keying on inside threat Aysia
Peterson, the Raiders baffled them
with a barrage of six 3-pointers.

Sophomore Taylor Sebolao
pumped in four 3-pointers and fin-
ished with 19 points, and senior point
guard Evie Klotz nailed a pair of 3-
pointers and finished with 12 points.
Peterson, Renee Oliver and Tara
Sweeney each had four points.
Rebecca Kreyer had two points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING TO GET THROUGH…Raider Evie Klotz, right, looks to work her way through a few Warriors. Klotz scored
14 points, but the Raiders lost 64-58 in overtime to Watchung Hills.

Courtesy of Rob Berwick for The Westfield Leader and The Times
USING SOME LEVERAGE…Raider Dom Natale, top, works a power half and
a single grapevine on New Providence Pioneer Joe Cirrocca in the 135-lb. bout.
The Raiders defeated the Pioneers, 44-26, on January 5.
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CH. BARBER, KANIA, MATT CURRIE RECORD FALLS

Cranford Shocks Blue Devils
In Mat Showdown, 38-24

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Enough swings bouts and a stunner
went in the direction of the Cranford
High School wrestling team in a 38-
24 victory over host Westfield on
January 10.

Crafty weight-class shifting was
also involved in the process, which
began in the opening bout of the
evening at 171 lbs. Blue Devil Chris-
tian Barber, ranked fourth in the state
at 152 lbs., bumped up in hopes of
facing off with Cougar J.P. Christiano,
who usually competes at 160 lbs.
Cougar Head Coach Darren Torsone,
however, had different ideas and
bumped Christiano up to 189 lbs. in
order to beef up his more inexperi-
enced heavier weight classes.

Barber took care of business and
pinned Rob Kessler in 3:46 with a
tight waist and an arm bar. Christiano
also took care of business, recording
two takedowns, two near-falls and a
reversal to grab an 11-0, majority
decision over Mike DeLouisa.

The first toss-up bout, 215 lbs.,
went in favor of the Blue Devils.

Kieran Cline had a reversal and added
two stalling penalty points to beat
Ray El-Khoury, 4-0, but he had diffi-
culties turning him to his back with a
half nelson.

“I felt like he was clamping up a
lot. At one point, he actually figure-

foured my legs just so he didn’t get
pinned. I think they were working on
not getting pinned by our half
nelsons,” explained Cline, who added,
“We aren’t there yet, but I know we
are going to work harder, and we are

LANDEKA NETS 13 PTS, 11 RBS; MILLER 11 PTS, 7 RBS

Lady Blue Devil Cagers Rout
Cardinals in Foul Fest, 49-37

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Free throws turned out to be the
main course in an all-you-can-eat
“foul fest” between the Westfield
High School girls basketball team
and Plainfield in Westfield on Janu-
ary 6. But in the end, it was the Lady
Blue Devils’ ability to penetrate in-
side and successfully roll in the lay-
ups en route to a 49-37 victory.

The trips to the charity line were
relatively even throughout the game,
and the Lady Blue Devils went to the
line and hit only 12 out of 32 attempts
for 38 percent, while the Lady Cardi-

nals sank only 11 of 28 attempts for
39 percent.

“They were fast. They just took the
ball to the basket. We were playing
aggressive, and so were they. The
refs let them play,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino said. “We were
cold today. Usually we hit those shots.
We were ice cold.”

Blue Devil senior guard Danielle
Miller, however, had more success

from the line as she hit five of six in
the second half to finish 7-for-11 (64
percent). Miller, who had two assists
and four steals, also showed moxie
under the boards with seven rebounds
and 11 points.

“She’s a tough girl, and she’s not
going to be pushed around. She may
not be big, but she definitely has
some heart. She will get on the floor
with people,” Coach Marino said.

Senior guard Martina Landeka had
a bang-up afternoon across the board
with a team-leading 11 rebounds and
13 points. She also had three assists
and one theft. Senior forward Krista
Embrett battled on both sides of the
ball and finished with eight points,
three rebounds, a steal and a tipped
pass.

Junior guard Sophia DeVito sank
six points, took a charge and added

two assists and a pair of steals. Junior
guard Amanda Marcotullio had three
assists, two rebounds and two points.
Senior forward Char Lorentzen, who
had two points and an assist, had four
rebounds and blocked two shots. Jun-
ior power forward Ellie Cullinan had
two points and a steal, and junior
guard Tess Lukowiak converted a steal
to a lay-up then banged a 3-pointer at

the buzzer to end the second
quarter.

Drew Winter and Jasmine
Griffith led the Cardinals with
14 and 12 points, respectively.
Breanna Spencer sank six points,
Daniella Jno’Rose had three
points and Brittany Hooks had
two.

The Blue Devils and the Car-
dinals were deadlocked in a 7-7
tie in the first quarter until
timeout was called with 2:00 on
the clock. Landeka scored on a
put back, assisted Miller on a
lay-up, then grabbed an offen-
sive rebound and converted it to
a lay-up to make the score 13-7.

Miller got especially tough
under the boards in the second
quarter and pulled three re-
bounds as the Blue Devils ex-
tended their lead to 20-10 with
3:00 on the clock. As halftime
approached, Miller added a free
throw and Lukowiak sank her
lay-up and 3-pointer to give
Westfield a 26-14 lead.

The third quarter was mostly
a tradeoff of trips to the charity line
mixed with a handful of lay-ups. The
Blue Devils sank three of six from the
line, and Embrett led the scoring with
five points. The Cardinals sank four
of 11 attempts from the charity line.
Westfield won the quarter, 15-13.

Much of the same occurred in the
fourth quarter with the exception that
one of the trips to the free throw line
was a result of a technical fall by the
Cardinals. Miller went to the line and
hit both free throws, then sank two
more free throws with less than a
minute remaining.

“We missed a couple of puppies
again. We are getting a lot of shots
off. If we make a third of those shots,
it will be a wonderful thing,” Coach
Marino said.
Plainfield   7   7 13 10 37
Westfield 13 13 15   8 49

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Registration

Spring 2011 registration is now available

via our website @ www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registration is open to all children that are residents of Westfield in

grades K - 10.   Please note, the Westfield Baseball Association is

grade specific and team assignments are based accordingly.  All

participants MUST BE enrolled in Kindergarten through 10th grade.

PLEASE NOTE:  DEADLINE FOR ON-TIME REGISTRATION

IS JANUARY 15, 2011.  ALL REGISTRATIONS RECEIVED

AFTER JAN. 15TH WILL BE SUBJECT TO A $35 LATE FEE.

See you in the Spring !!

Raider Cagers Roll
Over Lions, 59-56

Senior guard Charles Oliver banged
in eight 3-pointers and finished with
28 points to lead the 7-2 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team to a 59-56 victory over
Roselle Catholic in Roselle on Janu-
ary 6. Tom Bonacum and Patrick
Dougher each scored eight points,
including two 3-pointers, and Dom
Gonzalez added six points, including
four free throws late in the game.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   9 17 18 15 59
Roselle Catholic 13 11 12 20 56

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

Martha

Schilling

RANCH

Westfield. Custom 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Brick Ranch with large
rooms. Hardwood throughout. “Sun tunnel” lights in kitchen &
hallway. Basement with summer kitchen and Wood Burning Fireplace.
Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace. Temperature controlled
room, perfect for a wine cellar! Large walk up attic with stairs in place
to complete second story expansion.

Holly Cohen
Top Dollar Volume Month of December

James

McLoughlin

SPLIT LEVEL

Scotch Plains. Hurry to see this large 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath home
in a terrific location; featuring a new master bedroom and bath and
huge Family Room with wet bar. Very convenient to NYC
transportation, schools and parks. Enjoy this summer on the large deck
overlooking the park like backyard with in-ground swimming pool
and Koi pond. Possible in-law or au pair suite on ground floor.

Susan

Devaney

TUDOR

Scotch Plains. Sunny, Stately Tudor 3 Bedroom 2.5 Bath, Chestnut
fireplace, built-ins in LR & FDR, Country EIK w/New Appl, Sun
Porch, FR, 2-Car gar, 3 flr potential w/hi Ceil & Dormer, New Appl.
in 2010 incl: 6 Burner gas range; Bosch EcoSense DW; GE micro; LG
Fridge; Finished Basement with new staircase, incl.: Office w/recessed
lighting; Rec room ; Laundry room, New bluestone front walk and
step, Large private fenced-in yard, 2 car detached garage.

Patricia

O’Connor

COLONIAL

Westfield. Vintage Center Hall Colonial featuring Living Room
with wood burning Fireplace, Formal Dining Room, Family Room,
Eat-in-Kitchen, Den plus 1/2 bath. The second level has 4 Bedrooms
and Full Bath and the third level has Bedroom and Bedroom/Office
plus a Full Bath. Hardwood Floors throughout. Large unfinished
Basement and 2 car detached garage.

Patricia

O’Connor

COLONIAL

Westfield. Picturesque Colonial on a deep lot less than 1 block to vibrant
downtown Westfield, NYC transit and award-winning schools. Enjoy your park-
like yard from your covered porch overlooking pool, patio and Koi pond. Custom
marble and granite Kitchen with open floor plan flowing into Great Room and
Breakfast Rm. FDR, LR with WESO wood burning stove, 3 spacious BR plus 2
1/2 updated baths. Heated 2 car oversized Gar. Wine Cave with tin ceiling and
marble floor in basement.

Associate of the Month

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WONDERING HOW TO GET AWAY…Blue Devil Nick Rotondo, bottom, tries to figure out how to escape the cross-body
ride set up by Cougar Kyle Markovitch in his 135-lb. bout. See more pictures on Cranford Online pages.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Blue Devil Martina Landeka, No. 15, drives
past a Cardinal defender as Amanda Marcotullio, No. 22, observes.
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Cranford Shocks Blue Devils
In Mat Showdown, 38-24

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

WBA 5th Grade League Gets
Strong Start in Basketball

The Westfield Basketball
Association’s 5th grade In-Town
league successfully transitioned from
a pure teaching league to a competi-
tive league, where scores are main-
tained, games are officiated, and
rankings lead to berths for the end of
season playoffs.

Cincinnati jumped to 3-1 to lead
the league after topping Notre Dame,
13-10. The Cincinnati Lady Bearcats’
hard working on their skills has paid
off. “Good defense wins games,” is
the Lady Bearcats’ motto. The
Bearcats include: Asa Coleman,
Bridget Hyland, Brigid Raftery, Erica
Hayden, Erica Varga, Julia Clifford,
Katie Clark, Sabrina Wells, Sara
Weiss, Mia DeVito and Whitney
Shyposh.

Michigan State improved to 3-1.
Ashley Gigon led the team to a 22-15
victory over Pittsburgh. Alexandra
Gulla, Leah Sherman, Madeleine
Parish, Natalie Paterson and Molly
Greenberg also contributed baskets.
The team was helped to victory by the
excellent play of Erin Foley, Natalie

Paterson, Olivia Milford, Sara Isser,
Sarah Fox and Sophia Yodice.

Notre Dame, with a 2-2 record, lost
a defensive battle to Cincinnati, 13-
10. Offensively, Kaeley Hazard and
Chelsea Frisch led Notre Dame, while
Paige Dumont and Kayla Rinn frus-
trated the Cincinnati offense by pres-
suring the ball and creating turnovers.
Jessica Perkins and Cynthia Cote led
the team in rebounds. Supporting Notre
Dame on both the offensive and defen-
sive ends of the court were Katie Boyle,
Noelle Mesbah, Julia Robb, Emma
Shakal and Iriam Zorilla.

Pittsburgh has had a challenging
start to the season, losing some hotly
contested games for an 0-4 record.
On January 8, Ally Borg and Maggie
Bergin were the leading scorers as
Pitt lost to Michigan State, 22-15.
The defensive play of Catherine
Posyton, Allison Mattessich, Amanda
Wisniewski and Jordan Lipkind as
well as the strong rebounding by
Casey Ryan and Olivia Stock con-
tributed to help cut an 11-point deficit
to five points late in the game.

going to come out stronger to make
up for our loss today.”

“He did not listen to what we told
him to do. Half nelson! We told him
to stay with that series,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said.

Blue Devil heavyweight Kyle
Kania did the expected with a 3:52
fall over Ryan Farrell when he turned
him with a three-quarter nelson. The
Blue Devils increased their team lead
to 21-4 when Brendan Currie pinned
Ryan Espuga with a wristlock and
half nelson in 1:47 at 103 lbs.

The stunner came next! Undefeated
Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, a Union
County and District 12 champion at
103 lbs. last year, bumped up to 112
lbs. to face Mike Helmstetter, who
had defeated him in a dual match last
year. Kalimtzis turned Helmstetter to
his back with a wristlock/half nelson,
but Helmstetter threw a hard bridge
and turned the tables for a four-point
move. In the third period, Helmstetter
controlled Kalimtzis from the top
position and added a penalty point to
win, 5-3.

“He and I have a long history to-
gether, so we have been going back
and forth. It was a really close match
right up to the end,” Helmstetter said.
“He caught me on my back then I
used all the strength I could so I could
bridge and flip him over right to his
back. Coach said I’m doing well riding
the guy out, so I stuck with that.”

“We knew that was going to be a
big match. He [Kalimtzis] wrestled
tough. I think it is just a clash in
styles,” Coach Torsone said.

“He had the kid on his back. That’s
a nine-point swing, but it wouldn’t
have mattered. As a team, we didn’t
show up today,” Coach Kurz said.
“No heart! No fire! No enthusiasm!
Making such dumb mistakes!”

The very next bout proved that the
tide had shifted to the Cougars, when
Cory Birch took Nick Velez straight
to the mats and clamped him in a

cradle in 33 seconds at 119 lbs.
At 125 lbs., Cougar Joe Giaccio

picked up his 102nd career win with
a tight waist stack pin in 43 seconds
over Anthony Aldano. Cougar Ian
Henry followed with a 3:15, head
smother fall over Pat Currie at 130
lbs., and Kyle Markovitch scored a
takedown in the final second to claim
a 9-1 majority decision over Nick
Rotondo at 135 lbs. to give the Cou-
gars a 29-21 lead.

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku slowed
down the bleeding with a 3-0 win
over Eric Knight at 140 lbs., but Cou-
gar Matt DiGiovanni recorded three
takedowns and an escape to earn a 7-
1 decision over Troy Skibitsky at 145
lbs. Down 32-24 with two bouts re-
maining, the Blue Devils still had an
outside chance of pulling out the team
victory, but Cougar Jim Dwyer scored
an escape in the third period to eke
out a 1-0 decision over Colin Barber
at 152 lbs.

“Jimmy seemed like he wanted it
out there on the mat today. He went
out there and showed a lot of heart, a
lot of guts. He went after him. He
didn’t back down,” Coach Torsone
said.

In the final bout at 160 lbs., Corey
Markovitch scored five points in the
third period to grab an 11-6 decision
over Blue Devil Brian Bulger.

“The swing bouts were obviously
Mike Helmstetter and Cory Birch
getting a pin for us. Getting bonus
points as a freshman in a big match
like this was huge. There were a lot of
swing bouts, and tonight we won the
ones that could have gone in their
favor.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
171: — Ch. Barber (W) p Kessler, 3:46
189: — Christiano (C) md DeLouisa, 11-0
215: — Cline (W) d El-Khoury, 4-0
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Farrell, 3:52
103: — M. Currie (W) p Espuga, 1:47
112: — Helmstetter (C) d Kalimtzis, 5-3
119: — Birch (C) p Velez, 0:33
125: — Giaccio (C) p Aldana, 0:43
130: — Henry (C) p P. Currie, 3:15
135: — K. Markovitch (C) md Rotondo,
9-1
140: — Opoku (W) d Knight, 3-0
145: — DiGiovanni (C) d Skibitsky, 7-1
152: — Dwyer (C) d Co. Barber, 1-0
160: — C. Markovitch (C) d Bulger, 11-6

See more of Westfield/
Cranford wrestling match on
Cranford Online pages

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meet-
ings for 2011 in the Recreation Confer-
ence Room of the Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30pm, on the following dates:

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7
MONDAY, MARCH 14
MONDAY, APRIL 11

MONDAY, MAY 2
MONDAY, JUNE 6
MONDAY, JULY 11

NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
MONDAY, OCTOBER 3

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5

MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2012

1 T - 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-01

BE IT RESOLVED the following meet-
ings of the Mayor and Council will be held
during Year 2011 at 7:30 P.M. at Borough
Hall, Mayor and Council Chambers, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

AGENDA REGULAR
MEETINGS MEETINGS

January 4 January 11
February 1 February 8
March 1 March 8
April 5 April 12
May 3 May 10

* June 6 June 14
July 5 July 12
August 2 August 9
September 6 September 13
October 4 October 11
November 1 * November 7
December 6 December 13

The Agenda and Regular Meetings will
be held on Tuesdays except for those
dates marked with an “*” above.

Official action may be taken at either the
Agenda or the Regular Meetings of the
Mayor and Council.

This is to certify that the above is a true
and exact copy of a resolution adopted by
the Mayor and Council on January 2, 2011.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $30.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF

ORDINANCE 11-01-S
AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on January 2, 2011. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 7:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Thursday and 7:30 a m. to Noon on Friday.

This ordinance authorizes the Borough
to exceed the municipal budget appropria-
tion limits.

This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on February 8, 2011,
at 7:30 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled two (2)
Special Meetings for the purpose of a
Professional Services Worksession:

January 12, 2011
Health Insurance Consultant
Risk Management/Consultant

January 19, 2011
Labor Relations Attorney

 The meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m.
and be held in the Council Chambers of
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 2/3/11 downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Route 1&9 North Avenue to Haynes Avenue Resurfacing (M.P. 45.5 to 47.6) Contract
No. 045093060; Mill and Pave; City of Newark, City of Elizabeth, County of Essex and
County of Union, Federal Project No: NHS-0033 (280) UPC NO: 093060, DP No: 10113

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27.

For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 1/13/11, 1/20/11 and 1/27/11, The Leader Fee: $177.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on January
5, 2011, adopted the following resolution
for the application decided at the Decem-
ber 6, 2010 meeting.

PB 10-06(V) Michael Mahoney, 9
Karen Terrace, Block 2003, Lot 49.03;
Applicant sought an amendment to the
resolution adopted by the Westfield Plan-
ning Board in February 2000 which granted
an application allowing the subdivision of
the property into three residential building
lots.  At that time there was an existing
house located on the property dating back
to approximately 1785. The Planning Board
incorporated conditions into the resolution
requiring the relocation and restoration of
the existing house on lot 49.03. Applicant
sought an amendment of the resolution
which would remove all requirements that
the existing house be relocated and re-
stored on lot 49.03. Application approved
with conditions.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on January
5, 2011, adopted the following resolution.

RESOLUTION

WESTFIELD PLANNING BOARD
JANUARY 5, 2011

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield has authorized the po-
sition of Attorney to the Planning Board,
and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board desires
to appoint Russell M. Finestein, Esq. to
that position for the year 2011.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that Russell M. Finestein, Esq. is appointed
to the position of Attorney to the Westfield
Planning Board from this date to Decem-
ber 31, 2011.

Kathleen Nemeth,
Recording Secretary

1 T - 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

The Tax Assessment List for The Town
of Westfield for the 2011 Tax Year will be
open for inspection on Thursday, January
27, 2011 between the hours of 8:30 A.M.
and 3:30 P.M. in the Tax Assessors Office,
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

Annmarie Switzer, CTA
Tax Assessor

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment, at its meeting on
January 11, 2011, adopted the following
resolution.

RESOLUTION

WESTFIELD BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
JANUARY 10, 2011

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield has authorized the po-
sition of

Attorney to the Board of Adjustment,
and

WHEREAS, the Board of Adjustment
desires to appoint Vincent Loughlin, Esq.
to that position for the year 2011,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that Vincent Loughlin, Esq. is appointed to
the position of Attorney to the Westfield
Board of Adjustment from this date to
December 31, 2011.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

Cougar Girls Finish Second
Devil Boys 3rd at UCT Relay

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Boys Settle
Indians, 72-65

der of the game by seizing the option
of driving toward the basket to make
the lay-up and drawing the foul or
passing off to Tom Bonacum or
Dougher.

“He can find the open man. He gets
open shots. He finds us. You make
lay-ups, you win the game,”  Bonacum
said.

“I take what the defense gives me.
I try not to force anything. If they give
me the shot, I am going to take it. If
they come at me, I trust my team-
mates. Me being the one who is slash-
ing, if I go to the free throw line, I am
going to have to knock my free throws
down. That’s very important, because
I like to attack the rim. If I am going
to get fouled, I have to make those
free throws,” Oliver said.

The Raiders outscored the Indians,
23-14, in the third quarter and went 7-
for-7 from the line. The Raiders also
won the fourth quarter, 26-22, and hit
13-for-19 from the line.
Rahway 10 13 23 26 72
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8 21 14 22 65

Westfield Boys Level
Green Wave, 116-54

Wallace Pool in Westfield became
hostile territory for the visiting Green
Wave of Delbarton as the Westfield
High School boys swim team deliv-
ered them a 116-54 defeat on January
6. The Green Wave may have been in
the doldrums, but the Blue Devils
came through with a title wave of
nine first places out of the 11 events.

Jack Lorentzen, Larry Zhang, Max
Shin and Brennan Haley won the 200-
medley relay. Alex Bond, Nick Boyle,
Matt Daniel and Luke McGrory won
the 200-free relay, and Boyle, Daniel,
Haley and Shin touched first in the
400-free relay. Zhang also won the
50-freestyle and the 100-backstroke.
Lorentzen also won the 100-butterfly
and the 100-breaststroke. McGrory
won the 100-freestyle, and Boyle won
the 200-freestyle.

Blue Devil Boys Stop
Minutemen, 49-42

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team evened its record to
3-3 with a 49-42 victory over Eliza-
beth in Elizabeth on January 6. Se-
nior forward Ryan Hess hit five 2-
pointers and sank eight from the char-
ity line to lead the Blue Devils with
18 points. Scott Toresco fired in 16
points, and Joe Greenspan added eight
points. Tim Younger had six points
and Andrew Garfinkel had one point.
Westfield 12 12 10 15 49
Elizabeth   4   8 16 14 42

The Cranford High School girls
indoor track team finished second
with 39 points, and the Westfield High
School boy tied for third with 34
points at the Union County Relays
held at the Jersey City Armory on
January 10. Summit won the girls
race with 51 points, and Union Catho-
lic won the boys race with 59 points.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
placed fourth with 27 points.

Cougars Kate Burns, Megan
Schetelich, Rebecca Shimonov and
Natalie Englese crossed third in the
4x200 with a time of 1:52.02. Blue
Devils Ashley Edwards, Hannah
Kronick, Sam Costello and Sirena
VanEpp finished fifth at 1:55.28.
Evans, Schetelich, Shimonov and
Englese placed third in the 4x400 at
4:20.57, while Costello, Kronick,
VanEpp and Edwards finished sixth
at 4:28.06.

Blue Devils Kaitlyn Johnson,
Eileen Cook, Gabrielle Tonji and
Alyssa Hatch took sixth in the 4x800
at 10:56.16. SPF Raiders Isabel Crys-
tal, Christine Miklas, Emily
Nagourney and Erin Pierce placed
second in the sprint medley relay
(SMR) at 4:32.36. The Raiders also
placed second in the distance medley
relay (DMR) at 13:15.79, and the
Cougars took sixth 13:37.93.

Cougars Shimonov, Schelelich,
Devon Cacchione and Bryanna Grant
placed second in the shuttle hurdles
at 34.06, and Raiders Leah Salituro,
Avia Shadmi, Hailee Sciara and
Miklas took sixth at 37.01. Grant and
Schetelich placed fourth in the high
jump with a height of 9’6.” Raiders
Osa Ebose (best toss of 34’9.25”),
Sam Renfree and Terri Clarke won
the shot put with a distance of
90’10.25.” Cougars Kristen
Vanbenschoten, Nicole Somma and
Grant placed second at 86’0.25.”

For the boys, Blue Devils Sam
Tooley, Zach Lizmi, Tom Edwards
and Andrew Kirna took first in the
4x800 at 6:32.18. Jacob Vergara, Rob
Ciardullo, Jason Isbit and Jon Henry
crossed third in the 4x400 at 3:34.52.
Henry, Kyle Star, Vergara and
Ciardullo also took third in the 4x200
at 1:37.38. Lizmi, Isbit, Tooley and
Kirna took second in the DMR at
10:45.98. Mike DePaola and Chris
Jimenez took fourth in the high jump
with a height of 11’4.”

Raiders Jeff Marks, Ahmed
Channaoui, Moussa Channaoui and
Alex Parker took fourth in the SMR at
3:50.74. Andre Krema, Mike Parada,
Bill Schaver and M. Channauoi placed
sixth in the shuttle hurdles at 35.25.
M. Channauoi and Sebastian Valdes
placed sixth in the high jump with a
height of 11’1.” Valdes, Chris Burke
and Chris Orozco took fourth in the
shot put at 121’0.5, and Cougars TJ
Nichols, JD Foye and Greg Miller
placed fifth at 116’8.”

Raider Icemen Fight Off
Dayton Bulldogs Icers, 4-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team defeated the
Jonathan Dayton Bulldogs, 4-2, on
January 4 at Warinanco Rink in
Roselle.

The Raiders built a 3-1 lead in the
first period. Junior forward Andrew
Skoog, assisted by senior Captain
Terrance White, scored the first goal.
The second goal came on a power
play by freshman Mike Rothman,
assisted by junior defenseman Kevin
Lewis. Lewis assisted freshman Tyler
Hardgrove on the third goal.

The Raiders increased their lead to
4-1 in the second period with a goal
by senior Ed Logie, assisted by junior
forward Alex Markovits and junior

defenseman John Tomasulo. The
Bulldogs scored with 3:34 remaining
in the third period to close within
two.

The Raiders improved to 4-5 over-
all and upped their league record to 2-
2, putting them in fourth place in the
seven-team Union County Ice Hockey
League. The Raiders will face
Millburn tomorrow, Friday, January
14, at 9:10 p.m. at the USA rink in
Union. The Raiders will have a
rematch with Dayton on Sunday,
January 16, at 6:40 p.m. at USA and
then look to avenge a last-second loss
to A.L. Johnson in the Cron tourna-
ment with a game on Wednesday,
January 19, at Warinanco Rink at 6
pm.

Blue Devil Boys Rap
H. Cent. in OT, 65-57
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team poured it on in the
overtime period with a 14-6 run to
overcome Hunterdon Central, 65-57,
in Westfield on January 8. Ryan Hess
led the 4-3 Blue Devils with 20 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers, and
Tim Younger put up 15 points.

Joe Greenspan and Keegan Hess
each sank eight points, Nate Mitchell
and Scott Toresco each scored six
points, and Andrew Garfinkel added
two points. Evan Klimchak led the 4-
5 Red Devils with 22 points.

Cappiello, Armstrong Capture
WBA Doubles Championship
The 2010 Westfield Tennis Asso-

ciation (WTA) Doubles season came
to a close on December 21 with the
crowning of Joe Armstrong and Dave
Cappiello as new champions. Four
teams qualified for the round robin
playoffs with each match consisting
of two eight-game pro sets.

The total number of games won by
each team in the preliminary round
decided the two teams to square off in
the finals. Although Armstrong/
Cappiello finished second in the
standings to end the regular season,
they did not lose a match in the play-
offs. They faced the team of Weldon
Chin/Richard Pardo in a best of three
sets final.

Armstrong/Cappiello used strong
net play to win the first set, 6-2. Chin/
Pardo mounted a comeback with
timely passing shots and lobs to take
the second set 6-4. The third set went
back and forth as each team held
serve through 11 games. Armstrong/

Cappiello finally broke the serve they
needed for the 7-5 win.

Armstrong/Cappiello defeated
Christopher Farella/Joshua Suri, 8-2,
8-0, and Chin/Pardo, 8-4, 7-6, in the
preliminary rounds. Chin/Pardo
stamped their ticket to the final with
an 8-0, 8-0 win over Farella/Suri.
Manny Erhlich and Michael Muroff
could only manage a 7-8, 8-4 split
with Farella/Suri before Erhlich suc-
cumbed to an injury that kept them
out for the remainder of the playoffs.
They still managed to come in third
based on total games won with Farella/
Suri rounding out the field.

If there are any questions about the
WTA, please contact Richard Pardo
at rspardo531@msn.com.

WTA Doubles Final Standings:
1. Joe Armstrong/Dave Cappiello (4)
2. Weldon Chin/Richard Pardo (10)
3. Christopher Farella/Joshua Suri (9)
4. Manny Erlich/Michael Muroff (4)
5. Peter Lyons/Yun Won Cho (1)
6. John Mancini/Jim Oslislo
7. Irondi Aliche/Michael McGlynn
( ) cumulative matches played

Boonton Matmen Top
SPF Raiders, 42-36

The Boonton High School wres-
tling team defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 42-36, on January 4.
Heavyweight Anthony Tufaro
boosted his record to 7-1 with a 1:43
pin of Joe Carey.

Raider Mike Steinfeld suffered a
7-2 defeat at 140 lbs. to Andrew
Regan, a Region 3 qualifier last year
who finished 26-10. Sean Cannon,
wrestling up at 152 lbs., was pinned
in 3:48 by Eric Fajardo, who is ranked
sixth in the state at 145 lbs. Boonton’s
Vince Coiro pinned Luke Mineo in
4:56 at 215 lbs.

Raider Danny Cardoza pinned
Mark Colin in 3:21 at 119 lbs.
Dominick Natale pinned Mike Reid
in 5:07 at 135 lbs., Dion Natale pinned
Steve Petonak in 3:53 at 145 lbs., and
Luke Vuono pinned Yusuf Ahmedi in
1:02 at 160 lbs. At 171 lbs., Boonton’s
Kevin Wright decisioned Jon Devia,
4-0.

WF Swim Girls Top
Oak Knoll, 118-52

The No. 2 ranked Westfield High
School girls swim team handed the
Oak Knoll Royals a 118-52 defeat in
Westfield on January 6.
200 medley relay: W (Becky
DeLaFuente, Kylie Bangs, Margaux
Fleischler, Meg Kaveney) 2:00.3
200 free: Anna Fetter (W) 2:04
200 IM: Loren Ball (W) 2:25.65
50 free: Tricia Hartley (O) 28.15
100 fly: Ellie Reinhardt (W) 1:07.45
100 free: Hartley (O) 57.54
500 free: Caroline Watt (O) 5:32.23
200 free relay: W (Kylie Bangs, Jess
Cronin, Sarah Cronin, Audrey Bangs)
1:51.08
100 back: Erika Daniel (W) 1:05.74
100 breast: Fleschler (W) 1:17.18
400 free relay: W (Courtney Han,
Catherine Kerr, Meghan Myers, Becky
Zhang) 4:13.57

Doubles champs — Dave Cappiello, left, and Joe Armstrong

PLENTY OF ACTION…Members of the Pittsburgh and Michigan State fifth
grade basketball teams of the Westfield Basketball Association battle it out under
the boards.
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
TROTTER, GREEN NET 15 PTS EACH; ‘PAP’ 4 ASSISTS

Minutemen ‘Steal’ 49-35, Win
Over Cougar Basketball Boys

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thievery was abound on both teams;
however, the Elizabeth High School
boys basketball team seized the lion’s
share, along with dominating the
boards, to outpace the hosting Cranford
Cougars, 49-35, on January 4.

Minuteman Hakeem Rogers was
the chief thief with nine steals, in-
cluding four in the first quarter. Rogers
also finished with 13 points, as did
teammate PJ Walker (5-for-6 free

throws), who also had a pair of steals.
Jermaine West added seven points
and two steals, and Jamel Harmon
put in eight points and added two
steals.

Senior guard Sean Trotter had the
most steals for the Cougars with four.
Senior forward Bryan Fitzsimmons
(3 rebounds, assist) took two charges
and had a steal. Senior Joey Papandrea
(rebound, tipped pass) also took a
charge and had a steal. Senior guard
Mark Osofsky (2 assists), junior

guards Sean Babos and Eric Garguilo,
and sophomore forward Reggie
Green, who led the team in rebounds
with four, each had a steal.

Trotter and Green led the 2-3 Cou-
gars with 15 points each, and
Papandrea bucketed five points. Usu-
ally relying on hitting from 3-point
range, the Cougars sank only two –
one by Trotter and one from
Papandrea. But they did find some
success, especially in the first half,

Cranford Shocks Blue Devils
In Mat Showdown, 38-24

HELMSTETTER STUNS KALIMTZIS, DWYER CLINCHES

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Enough swings bouts and a stun-
ner went in the direction of the
Cranford High School wrestling team
in a 38-24 victory over host Westfield
on January 10.

Crafty weight-class shifting was
also involved in the process, which
began in the opening bout of the
evening at 171-lbs. Blue Devil Chris-
tian Barber, ranked fourth in the state
at 152-lbs, bumped up in hopes of
facing off with Cougar J.P. Christiano,

who usually competes at 160-lbs.
Cougar Head Coach Darren Torsone,
however, had different ideas and
bumped Christiano up to 189-lbs in
order to beef up his more inexperi-
enced heavier weight classes.

Barber took care of business and
pinned Rob Kessler in 3:46 with a
tight waist and an arm bar. Christiano
also took care of business, recording
two takedowns, two near-falls and a
reversal to grab an 11-0, majority
decision over Mike DeLouisa.

The first toss-up bout, 215-lbs, went
in favor of the Blue Devils. Kieran
Cline had a reversal and added two
stalling penalty points to beat Ray El-

Khoury, 4-0, but he had difficulties
turning him to his back with a half
nelson.

“I felt like he was clamping up a
lot. At one point, he actually figure-
foured my legs just so he didn’t get
pinned. I think they were working on
not getting pinned by our half
nelsons,” explained Cline, who added,
“We aren’t there yet, but I know we
are going to work harder, and we are
going to come out stronger to make
up for our loss today.”

“He did not listen to what we told
him to do. Half nelson! We told him
to stay with that series,” Blue DevilSHIMONOV, SCHETELICH, GRANT, CACCHIONE EXCEL

Cougars Jump to Good Start
In Winter Indoor Track

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Smiles lit up the faces of the
Cranford High School boys and girls
winter track teams and their coaches
after the Cougars got a great jump
start in their meets in December and
their first meet of the new year on
January 4.

“We had a few split squad meets
earlier in December that we ‘knocked
the rust off’ for the Indoor season,”
Cougar Head Coach Peter Kane said.

Junior Rebecca Shimonov placed
first and sophomore Bryanna Grant
finished third in the 55-meter hurdles
at the Ultimate Sports Track Meet in
December. Grant also placed second

in the triple jump.
The next day a small group of Cou-

gars went the Bishop Loughlin Games
in New York City (NYC). Shimonov,
Megan Schetelich, Gillian Burke and
Grant competed in the 55-hurdles. In
the triple jump, Grant jumped a
county-leading 34’5. Kate Evans ran
the 300-meters in a county-leading
time of 45.81. Senior Natalie Englese
ran a county-leading 1:40 in the 600-
meters. Shimonov soared a county-
leading 15’4” in the long jump. Mike
Zanfardino and Billy Haussner com-
peted in the 1000-meter event.

“This was for a training a competi-
tion experience that was awesome for
all of them,” expressed Coach Kane.

The same day the bulk of the team
went to Toms River for the Merli
Invite. Kristen VanBenschoten had a
personal record (PR) toss of 29’7" in
the shot put. Tom Feeney at 10:21
and Mike Cassidy at 10:23 finished
1-2 in the 3,200 meters, and Eli
Howard at 10:34 crossed fourth.
George El-Khoury placed fourth in
the 1,600 with a time of 4:47.

On January 4, the Cougars trav-
eled to Toms River again for the
Burns Relays, because the meet was
postponed from December 29 due to
the snow.

“It gave us a chance take a look at
what we can do in the relays and take

CONTINUED ON PAGE ??
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The Right Combination of Cutting Edge Technology and the Highest Quality of 
Services and Programs is the Reason We are 

If it is real estate anywhere, we can help! Tracy Devine
Regional Vice President

Broker/Manager

Snap this QR 
code with your 
Smartphone 
or visit our 

Web site

Meet Camp Directors from all kinds
of summer camps and programs

877-488-2267

7th Annual

Saturday, January 15, 2011
Bridgewater Marriott 
700 Commons Way, Bridgewater
    

Sunday, January 16, 2011
Grand Summit Hotel 
570 Springfield Ave, Summit 
 
   

Sunday, January 30, 2011
East Hanover Ramada Inn 
130 Rt 10 W, East Hanover

Noon to 4 p.m.
Bring this ad for a Free Gift!

One gift per family, 
limit first 100 families.

*ENTER OUR DRAWING TO WIN

$500
towards your child‛s camp tuition in 2011

(See details on our website)

*Check out our website for additional camp fairs THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PRESSURING A MINUTEMAN…Cougar senior guard Joe Papandrea, No. 2, tries to prevent a Minuteman from making
a move toward the basket or passing inside to a teammate.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HANGING ON TO PREVENT A REVERSAL…Cougar Cory Markovitch, top, hangs onto Blue Devil Brian Bulger’s arm
to prevent a reversal in the 160-lb bout. Markovitch won, 11-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING THE WRIST/HALF NELSON MANEUVER…Blue Devil Kieran Cline, top, attempts to turn Cougar Ray El-
Khoury to his back with a half nelson in his 215-lb bout but has trouble freeing his leg for more leverage. Cline won, 4-0.
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Cranford Cougars Shock Westfield Blue Devils in Wrestling Showdown, 38-24
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Head Coach Glen Kurz said.
Blue Devil heavyweight Kyle

Kania did the expected with a 3:52
fall over Ryan Farrell when he turned
him with a three-quarter nelson. The
Blue Devils increased their team lead
to 21-4 when Brendan Currie pinned
Ryan Espuga with a wristlock and

half nelson in 1:47 at 103-lbs.
The stunner came next! Undefeated

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, a Union
County and District 12 champion at
103-lbs last year, bumped up to 112-
lbs to face Mike Helmstetter, who
had defeated him in a dual match last
year. Kalimtzis turned Helmstetter to

his back with a wristlock/half nelson,
but Helmstetter threw a hard bridge
and turned the tables for a four-point
move. In the third period, Helmstetter
controlled Kalimtzis from the top
position and added a penalty point to
win, 5-3.

“He and I have a long history to-
gether, so we have been going back
and forth. It was a really close match
right up to the end,” Helmstetter said.
“He caught me on my back then I used
all the strength I could so I could
bridge and flip him over right to his
back. Coach said I’m doing well riding
the guy out, so I stuck with that.”

“We knew that was going to be a
big match. He [Kalimtzis] wrestled
tough. I think it is just a clash in
styles,” Coach Torsone said.

“He had the kid on his back. That’s
a nine-point swing, but it wouldn’t
have mattered. As a team, we didn’t
show up today,” Coach Kurz said.
“No heart! No fire! No enthusiasm!
Making such dumb mistakes!”

The very next bout proved that the
tide had shifted to the Cougars, when
Cory Birch took Nick Velez straight
to the mats and clamped him in a
cradle in 33 seconds at 119-lbs.

At 125-lbs, Cougar Joe Giaccio
picked up his 102nd career win with
a tight waist stack pin in 43 seconds
over Anthony Aldano. Cougar Ian
Henry followed with a 3:15, head
smother fall over Pat Currie at 130-
lbs, and Kyle Markovitch scored a
takedown in the final second to claim

a 9-1, majority decision over Nick
Rotundo at 135-lbs to give the Cou-
gars a 29-21 lead.

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku slowed
down the bleeding with a 3-0 win
over Eric Knight at 140-lbs, but Cou-
gar Matt DiGiovanni recorded three
takedowns and an escape to earn a 7-
1 decision over Troy Skibitsky at
145-lbs. Down 32-24 with two bouts
remaining, the Blue Devils still had
an outside chance of pulling out the
team victory, but Cougar Jim Dwyer
scored an escape in the third period to
eke out a 1-0 decision over Colin
Barber at 152-lbs.

“Jimmy seemed like he wanted it
out there on the mat today. He went
out there and showed a lot of heart, a
lot of guts. He went after him. He
didn’t back down,” Coach Torsone
said.

In the final bout at 160-lbs, Corey
Markovitch scored five points in the
third period to grab an 11-6 decision
over Blue Devil Brian Bulger.

“The swing bouts were obviously
Mike Helmstetter and Cory Birch
getting a pin for us. Getting bonus
points as a freshman in a big match
like this was huge. There were a lot of
swing bouts, and tonight we won the

ones that could have gone in their
favor.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
171: — Ch. Barber (W) p Kessler, 3:46
189: — Christiano (C) md DeLouisa,
11-0
215: — Cline (W) d El-Khoury, 4-0
Hwt: — Kania (W) p Farrell, 3:52
103: — M. Currie (W) p Espuga, 1:47
112: — Helmstetter (C) d Kalimtzis, 5-3
119: — Birch (C) p Velez, 0:33
125: — Giaccio (C) p Aldana, 0:43
130: — Henry (C) p P. Currie, 3:15
135: — K. Markovitch (C) md Rotundo,
9-1
140: — Opoku (W) d Knight, 3-0
145: — DiGiovanni (C) d Skibitsky, 7-1
152: — Dwyer (C) d Co. Barber, 1-0
160: — C. Markovitch (C) d Bulger, 11-6

Cougar Matmen Top Clifton,
Fall to Hackettstown, 40-32
The Cranford High School wres-

tling team nipped Clifton, 35-32, and
fell to Hackettstown, 40-32, in a Quad
match in Cranford on January 8.
HACKETTSTOWN 40, CRANFORD 32

103: Tony Figueroy (H) p Ryan
Espuga, :10

112: Ryan Nicotra (H) p Mike
Helmstetter, 1:06

119: Corey Birch (Cr) p Khilian Ber-
nard, 2:43

125: Joe Giaccio (Cr) p Tyler
Mercurio, :22

130: Brandon Rothman (H) d Ian
Henry, 9-4

135: Kyle Markovitch (Cr) md Jor-
dan Perrine, 9-1

140: Rob Napolitano (H) d Eric
Knight, 6-4

145: Matt DiGiovanni (Cr) p Matt
Malejko, 5:23

152: Jason Rothman (H) md Jim
Dwyer, 14-0

160: Corey Markovitch (Cr) md
Jacob Deleasa, 15-5

171: JP Christiano (Cr) p Rob
McGeorge, 3:04

189: Kyle Kathenes (H) p Rob
Kessler, 1:09

215: Fred Jennings (H) p Jeff Weiss,
2:00

285: Steve Giraldo (H) p Ryan
Farrell, :33

CRANFORD 35, CLIFTON 32
103: Jean Dubois (Cl) p Espuga, :59
112: Helmstetter (Cr) md Maurice

Marsilla, 10-0
119: Anthony DePasque (Cl) tf Birch,

4:27
125: Giaccio (Cr) tf Ahmad

Obeidallah, 3:36
130: Henry (Cr) p Rich Naut, 2:41
135: Markovitch (Cr) p Eynar

Ledezma, 2:50
140: Knight (Cr) d Francisco

Jimenez, 9-2
145: DiGiovanni (Cr) tf Aaron Millan,

2:32
152: James Sonzogni (Cl) d Dwyer, 5-3
160: C. Markovitch (Cr) d Orkan

Karimov, 12-8
171: Christiano (Cr) d Ahmad Bidas,

11-9
189: Christian Castano (Cl) p

Kessler, 2:26
215: Edgar Ordonez (Cl) p Weiss,

5:08
285: Farrell (Cr) p Tom Trommolen,

1:15

Cougar Matmen Beat
Woodbridge, 38-25

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team defeated Woodbridge, 38-
25, in Woodbridge on January 5. Joe
Giaccio pinned Nick Carbanaro in
2:42 at 125-lbs. Ray El-Khoury
pinned Andrew Visas in 2:15 at 189-
lbs. Jimmy Dwyer pinned Brandon
Griffin in 3:23 at 152-lbs. Heavy-
weight Ryan Farrell pinned John
Alcott in 58 seconds.

Matt DiGiovanni recorded a 17-1,
technical fall over Felipe Ramirez in
5:57 at 145-lbs. At 160-lbs, Corey
Markovitch recorded a 13-0, major-
ity decision over David Sandoval.
Kyle Markovitch decisioned Allen
Jordan, 7-1, at 135-lbs, and Rob
Kessler won by decision over David
Zboyan at 171-lbs.

Cougar Swimmers Rip
Crusaders, 101-89

The Cranford High School swim
team elevated its record to 9-0 with a
101-89 victory over A.L. Johnson on
January 5.
200 medley relay: Cranford (Nick
Kalafatis, Rob Lento, Eric Walano,
Christian Woo) 1:52.44
200 free: Kalafatis (C) 57.91
200 IM: Anthony Triguero (J) 2:20.2
50 free: Walano (C) 23.71
100 fly: Walano (C) 59.68
100 free: Nick Venditto (J) 55.01
500 free: Kalafatis (C) 5:20.41
200 free relay: Cranford (Lento, Dmitriy
Kotov, Kalafatis, Walano) 1:42.22
100 back: Gabi Levine (J) 1:02.72
100 breast: Triguero (J) 1:15.26
400 free relay: ALJ (Venditto, Anthony
Pacheco, Dylan Rutter, Levine) 3:56.72

Cougar Cagers Reject
Lady Crusaders, 39-23

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team improved to 4-2 with
a 39-23 victory over A.L. Johnson in
Cranford on January 4. Jess McCoy
had a strong evening across the board
with 12 points, seven rebounds and
four steals. Sophomore forward Kate
McGovern pumped in 10 points and
added five rebounds and a pair of
thefts. Morgan Miller had five points,
Jenna Goeller had three points,
Mairead McKeary had tow and Aaron
Wichelns add one point.
A.L. Johnson   3   0   9 11 23
Cranford   6 10 14   9 39

*** Cranford Cougar Snacks: ***
Cougar Cagers Stop

Crusader Boys, 67-49
Senior guard Sean Trotter sank 26

points, including three 3-pointers, and
sophomore forward Reggie Green put
in 20 points and added eight rebounds
to lead the 3-4 Cranford High School
boys basketball team to a 67-49 vic-
tory over A.L. Johnson in Clark on
January 8.

Senior guard Joe Papandrea scored
five points and had seven assists, while
adding seven rebounds and four steals.
Mark Osofsky hit a pair of 3-pointers
and Kurt Rutmayer scored two points.
Cranford 16 14   8 11 49
A.L. Johnson 14 25   8 20 67

Probitas Verus Honos

Cougar Cagers Stifle
Lady Vikings, 33-16

Sophomore guard Jess McCoy
rolled in 13 points, and junior guard
Morgan Miller sank seven points and
added five rebounds, six steals and
four assists as the 5-2 Cranford High
School girls basketball team stifled
4-2 Union Catholic, 33-16, in Scotch
Plains on January 6.

Sophomore Jenna Goeller had five
points, while Mairead McKeary, Sara
Gugliucci, Kate McGovern and Carly
Maucione each added two points for
the Lady Cougars. Jasmine Serrano
led the Lady Vikings with seven
points.
Cranford 12   7   6   8 33
Union Catholic   9   0   5   2 16
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Cougar Icemen Chill
Dayton Bulldogs, 6-0
The Cranford High School ice

hockey team improved to 4-6 with
a 6-0 shutout over the Jonathan
Dayton Bulldogs at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle on January 5. Jake
Zimmerman notched two goals,
and Tom Fitzgerald added a goal
and three assists. Eric Pawlik and
Cody Reiber also had goals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ARCHING OUT TO GET THE PIN…Blue Devil Brendan Currie, top, arches to apply more pressure on Cougar Ryan
Espuga in the 103-lb bout. Currie pinned Espuga in 1:47.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A QUICK GLANCE…Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, top, takes a quick glance at the ref during his 145-lb bout with
Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky. DiGiovanni won, 7-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING HIM DOWN TO THE MAT…Cougar JP Christiano, top, covers the ankle and begins to take Blue Devil Mike
Deluisa to the mat in his 189-lb bout. Christiano won, 11-0.
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Minutemen ‘Steal’ 49-35, Win Over Cougars
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougars Jump to Good Start in Winter Track
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Joe Giaccio, a senior on the varsity wrestling team won three matches at the
Cougar Quad on January 8. He pinned his opponent from North Bergen in 42 seconds on his way to his 100th career win.
With his recent win over his opponent, Anthony Aldana, at Westfield on January 10, his career record rose to 102-11.

with fine passing inside to get lay-
ups. Unfortunately for the Cougars,
their success was limited in the sec-
ond half.

“We had a couple of nice plays, but
we were not consistent enough. We
got to put it together as a whole. It just
wasn’t us,” said Papandrea, who led
the team with four assists.

The Minutemen with their board

dominance and Rogers with his steals
and nine points gave Elizabeth a 19-
13 lead after the first quarter. Trotter
sank nine points, including a 3-

pointer, Papandrea had a driving lay-
up and Green rolled in a lay-up.

The Cougars’ defense totally shut
down the Minutemen’s attack and
won the second quarter, 8-2, to knot
the score, 21-21, at halftime. Trotter
and Green each put up four points.

Very little went well for the Cou-
gars in the third quarter, and the Min-
utemen reverted to their acts of thiev-

ery and board dominance to reel off a
17-5 run to make the score, 38-26.
The Cougars, who were 2-for-2 from
the free throw line in the first half,

went 0-for-6 in the quarter. Papandrea
nailed his 3-pointer and Green added
a lay-up. The Minutemen won the
final quarter, 11-9. The Cougars hit
three of five from the line to finish 5-
for-13 (38 percent) for the afternoon.

“Turnovers and rebounding. We
have to control the tempo better. We
didn’t make any free throws. We have
to shoot better. We will get better. We

will work hard in practice. Get back
to work! We know that we can play
with anybody when we come to play.
Today we didn’t. It’s frustrating, but
it is what it is,” Papandrea said.

After a home game with nationally
ranked St. Patrick’s on January 6, the
Cougars were to go on a seven-game
road trip before returning to Cranford
to host Metuchen on January 24 at 7
p.m.
Elizabeth 19   2 17 11 49
Cranford 13   8   5   9 35

a look at some of our new faces that
could impact our team. This ended up
being a great beginning for us,” Coach
Kane said.

First on the track was the shuttle
hurdle relay.

“Our girls lost Kelly [Burke] to
graduation, and the foursome of
Shimonov, Schetelich, Devon
Cacchione and Grant wanted to es-
tablish that they were still awesome.
They did it,” Coach Kane said.

Not only did the foursome win the
event in 35.5, but that time also quali-
fied them for the New Balance In-
door National meet held in NYC in
March.

Evans, Schetelich, Shimonov and
Englese also placed fifth in the 4x200
event with a time of 1:51. Ana
DiGiovanni, Evans, Englese and
Megan Byrnes recorded a time of
13:38 in the distance medley relay
(DMR). Some girls who dropped

some good times were: freshman
Ashley McGuire (28.0 in the 200
meters) and sophomore Casey
Donahue (67.0 in 400 meters).

The DMR team of El-Khoury
(1200), Chris Witwick (400),
Haussner (800) and Zanfardino
(1600) placed fifth in a time of 11:19.

“The best part was after the race.
They were relatively happy about their
first DMR of the season, but they
were already explaining to me and
each other how they can all drop
seconds off their times to be better,”
Coach Kane said. “They were not
overall thrilled with the time and they
want to improve. I love it.”

Junior T.J. Nichols PR’d in the shot
at 38’7" and his football teammate

Mike Klimek, in his first season on
track, PR’d in the 200 meters at 24.3
and the 400 meters at 60.0. Freshman
Pat Lynch and Joe DaSilva looked
good in the 200 and 400 and so did
Dan VanOstenbridge.

“These are all new names to our
team that are stepping up to improve
the sprint core that we need to have
an overall successful boys team,”
Coach Kane noted. “The season is
young and we have a lot of improv-
ing to do. The Burns Relays let the
kids and the coaches know we are on
the right path. It raised our confi-
dence going into the county relays
this weekend, especially after a long
winter break with limited opportu-
nities to practice.”

Cougar Girls Finish Second
Devil Boys 3rd at UCT Relay

The Cranford High School girls
indoor track team finished second
with 39 points, and the Westfield
High School boy tied for third with
34 points at the Union County Relays
held at the Jersey City Armory on
January 10. Summit won the girls
race with 51 points, and Union Catho-
lic won the boys race with 59 points.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
placed fourth with 27 points.

Cougars Kate Burns, Megan
Schetelich, Rebecca Shimonov and
Natalie Englese crossed third in the
4x200 with a time of 1:52.02. Blue
Devils Ashley Edwards, Hannah
Kronick, Sam Costello and Sirena
VanEpp finished fifth at 1:55.28.
Evans, Schetelich, Shimonov and
Englese placed third in the 4x400 at
4:20.57, while Costello, Kronick,
VanEpp and Edwards finished sixth
at 4:28.06.

Blue Devils Kaitlyn Johnson,
Eileen Cook, Gabrielle Tonji and
Alyssa Hatch took sixth in the 4x800
at 10:56.16. SPF Raiders Isabel Crys-
tal, Christine Miklas, Emily
Nagourney and Erin Pierce placed
second in the sprint medley relay
(SMR) at 4:32.36. The Raiders also
placed second in the distance medley
relay (DMR) at 13:15.79, and the
Cougars took sixth 13:37.93.

Cougars Shimonov, Schelelich,
Devon Cacchione and Bryanna Grant
placed second in the shuttle hurdles

at 34.06, and Raiders Leah Salituro,
Avia Shadmi, Hailee Sciara and
Miklas took sixth at 37.01. Grant and
Schetelich placed fourth in the high
jump with a height of 9’6”. Raiders
Osa Ebose (best toss of 34’9.25”),
Sam Renfree and Terri Clarke won
the shot put with a distance of
90’10.25”. Cougars Kristen
Vanbenschoten, Nicole Somma and
Grant placed second at 86’0.25”.

For the boys, Blue Devils Sam
Tooley, Zach Lizmi, Tom Edwards
and Andrew Kirna took first in the
4x800 at 6:32.18. Jacob Vergara, Rob
Ciardullo, Jason Isbit and Jon Henry
crossed third in the 4x400 at 3:34.52.
Henry, Kyle Star, Vergara and
Ciardullo also took third in the 4x200
at 1:37.38. Lizmi, Isbit, Tooley and
Kirna took second in the DMR at
10:45.98. Mike DePaola and Chris
Jimenez took fourth in the high jump
with a height of 11’4”.

Raiders Jeff Marks, Ahmed
Channaoui, Moussa Channaoui and
Alex Parker took fourth in the SMR
at 3:50.74. Andre Krema, Mike
Parada, Bill Schaver and M.
Channauoi placed sixth in the shuttle
hurdles at 35.25. M. Channauoi and
Sebastian Valdes placed sixth in the
high jump with a height of 11’1”.
Valdes, Chris Burke and Chris Orozco
took fourth in the shot put at 121’0.5,
and Cougars TJ Nichols, JD Foye
and Greg Miller placed fifth at 116’8”.

Dr. Margolin Is Named
‘Physician of the Year’

CRANFORD – At its 32nd Annual
Awards Dinner, the New Jersey Chap-
ter of the Crohn’s and Colitis Foun-
dation (CCFA-NJ) presented Michael
Margolin, MD with its 2010 “Physi-
cian of the Year” award. Dr. Margolin,
a Westfield resident and a gastroen-
terologist with an office in Cranford,
is only the third recipient of this pres-
tigious award in the eight years since
its creation.

According to Rosemarie
Golombos, the Foundation’s New
Jersey executive director, “This award
recognizes the honoree for the medi-
cal care, commitment and expertise
he provides to his patients and their
families, for the example he sets for
his peers, and for his contributions
and service to the New Jersey chapter
and the Foundation at large.”

The “Physician of the Year” award
is named in memory of Dr. David
Kaufman, a noted New Jersey gastro-
enterologist who was one of the
CCFA-NJ chapter’s first physician
members and served on the CCFA
Medical Advisory Committee for
nearly 25 years, until his death in
2002.

Honey Kaufman, the wife of Dr.
Kaufman, presented the award to Dr.
Margolin, stating that Dr. Margolin
not only shared her husband’s par-
ticular interest in treating these diffi-
cult diseases, but that he also treats
his patients with the great skill and
true compassion that her husband

had valued so highly.
Also speaking at the event was

Suzanne Rosenthal, who founded the
CCFA in 1967 as one of the country’s
first patient advocacy organizations.
Ms. Rosenthal praised Dr. Margolin’s
dedication to all his patients, and in
particular thanked him for his sup-
port of the summer camps for chil-
dren coping with Crohn’s disease and
ulcerative colitis, two chronic disor-
ders that cause potentially debilitat-
ing inflammation of the digestive
tract.

Dr. Margolin studied at New York
University Medical School and at
Lenox Hill Hospital in New York
(with the inventor of modern
colonoscopy), and he has practiced
in New Jersey since 1987. He is on
staff at both Overlook Hospital and
Trinitas Regional Medical Center, and
he was Chief of Gastroenterology at
Union Hospital prior to its recent
closing. Dr. Margolin can be reached
at (908) 272-6300.

CCFA is dedicated to finding a
cure for Crohn’s disease and ulcer-
ative colitis and to improving the
quality of life of children and adults
affected by these diseases. CCFA
sponsors research and provides edu-
cation and support to patients and
their families. The CCFA office num-
ber is (732) 786-0060.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIBBLING PAST A MINUTEMAN…Cougar senior guard Sean Trotter, No. 1, begins to dribble past a Minuteman
defender toward the basket. Trotter scored 15 points.
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DECKING THE HALLS…Members of the Garden Club of Westfield gather for
holiday wreath making during early December. The wreaths they made adorned
the Westfield Municipal Building, the fire department and police department
buildings, as well as the Department of Public Works.

Garden Club Highlights
Meetings and Activities

WESTFIELD – The Garden Club
of Westfield has announced multiple
upcoming activities, including the
organization’s monthly board meet-
ings that will take place on Tuesdays,
February 1 and March 1.

Additionally, the club will conduct
flower arranging at the Lyons cam-
pus of the Veterans Administration
Health Care System on Friday, Feb-
ruary 4, as part of its Garden Therapy
mission. The club’s regular meetings
will feature “Indoor Garden Care” on

Tuesday, February 8, and “Planting
Flowers for Dried Flower Arrang-
ing” on Tuesday, March 8.

Seven containers, part of the club’s
ongoing Town of Westfield Beautifi-
cation Project, located at the intersec-
tion of Elm and East Broad Streets,
recently were decorated with seasonal
greenery and bows. They are planted,
maintained and watered year-round
by members of the Garden Club.

In a tradition begun in 1994, this
group plants seasonal flowers three
times a year, and decorates the train-
ers with greenery for the winter sea-
son. During the spring, summer and
fall, two members provide water daily
to all of the containers to ensure the
health and beauty of the plantings.

Since 1947, the club has displayed
weekly flowers at the Westfield Me-
morial Library. Begun as a memorial to
those who served in World War II,
active members contribute a flower or
greenery display 52 weeks a year.
Flower arrangers for January are Betty
List, Wei-Foung Elsammak, Peggy
Norwine, Elaine Junguenet and Diana
Edkins. The membership also plants
trees for Arbor Day, and maintains The
Blue Star Byway Garden at Tamaques
Park and multiple gardens within
Mindowaskin Park, both in Westfield.

In early December, members gath-
ered for holiday wreath making at and
for the Westfield Municipal Building,
Fire Department, Police Department
and the Department of Public Works.

Temple Invites Community
To White Elephant Auction

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will host its
second ever White Elephant Auc-
tion on Saturday, January 22. Pro-
ceeds from the auction will help the
temple fund its everyday operations,
as well as the temple’s many social
action, cultural and religious events.

The auction, which will be open to
the public, will commence at 7:30 p.m.
after a brief Havdalah service to end
Shabbat. Rabbi Joel Abraham will serve
as auctioneer. Tickets are $10 each in
advance and will be $15 at the door.
Light refreshments, including snacks,
desserts, soft drinks and wine, will be
included with the price of admission.

Temple Sholom currently resides
within the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, located at 74 South Martine
Avenue in Fanwood. Those attend-
ing are asked to enter through the
door located on Marian Avenue.

All attendees are encouraged (but
not required) to bring a new or gently
used item, with a minimum value of
$50, to donate to the auction. Dona-
tions are tax-deductible and receipts
will be available. Any unsold items
will be returned to their donors at the
end of the evening. Past donations
have included electronics, household
appliances, furs, designer clothes and
crystal, among other items.

According to Gale Miller, co-chair-
woman of the event, the inaugural White
Elephant Auction was a tremendous
success, raising several thousand dol-

lars for the temple.
“We all receive wonderful gifts that,

for whatever reason, we can’t use.
Instead of returning or re-gifting those
items, why not donate them to Temple
Sholom?” Ms. Miller asked. “You can
enjoy the tax deduction and delight
someone else with your donation. And
who knows – maybe you’ll go home
with something that you wish you’d
been given in the first place!”

For more information (including
how to donate items) or to purchase
advance tickets, call the temple of-
fice at (908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Technology to Be Presented
As Effective Job Search Tool
SCOTCH PLAINS – The first of a

two-part program entitled “At Your
Fingertips – Powerful Job Search”
will take place on Monday, January
24, at 7 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
Public Library. Participants will
learn how to use technology for an
effective job search, and may bring
their laptops.

Presented by the Scotch Plains
Library’s Career Networking Group,
this program will feature Pam
Brooks, head of Reference and Adult
Services at the library. Her expertise
includes leading the Fortune and
Money magazine research center. As
the manager of Training and Re-
sources at the Time-Warner Research
Center, Ms. Brooks was the Internet

trainer and taught hundreds of em-
ployees how to search more effec-
tively.

Part two of “At Your Fingertips” is
scheduled for Monday, February 7,
at 7 p.m. and will focus on how to
use social media to do research, build
a network and find warm leads.

The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue. This program is free
and open to all interested partici-
pants. To register, visit scotlib.org
and click on Events; call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org. Individuals
may connect with the library’s Ca-
reer Networking Group on Linked
In, Career Networking Group at the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

WSL Accepts Requests
For Grant Applications

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League (WSL) currently is ac-
cepting requests for applications to-
ward grants for 2011. Grants are
awarded to local agencies and orga-
nizations dedicated to making
Westfield and surrounding commu-
nities a better place to live. Grants do
not pay salaries, fund capital cam-
paigns or cover operating expenses.

Agencies and organizations must
submit a written request to be consid-
ered for funding. For a grant applica-
tion, contact Diana Kazazis at 112
Effingham Place, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
All requests must be submitted no later
than Tuesday, February 1, 2011.

CLASSIFIEDS

Genealogical Society
To Feature ALMA

WESTFIELD – The Genealogical
Society of the West Fields will present
Florence Anna Fisher today, Thursday,
January 13, at 1 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

Ms. Fisher founded The ALMA
Society (Adoptees Liberty Movement
Association), an organization that
helps adopted persons locate their
natural parents. She started with her
own search at a time when few open
records on adoptions were available.
Ms. Fisher found her natural parents
after a 20-year search. Her story is
chronicled in her book “The Search
for Anna Fisher.”

She will discuss what needs to be
done to locate needed information
and also will offer some ideas on
places to search.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its January 11, 2011 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Decem-
ber 13, 2010 meeting.

David & Anne Oliveira, 503 Boule-
vard, Applicant sought approval to con-
struct an addition contrary to Sections
11.12E8 and 11.12E12 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a maximum building
height of +41.05 feet where a maximum of
32 feet is allowed, to allow a maximum
building height of 3 stories where a maxi-
mum of 2.5 stories is allowed and to allow
a maximum eave height of +23.21 feet
where a maximum of 22 feet is allowed.
Application approved with conditions.

The Salvatore J. Cuoco Trust, 229
South Avenue, West, Per §19.06 of the
Land Use Ordinance, applicant sought
certification of the existing two-family home
as a lawful pre-existing non-conforming
use. Application approved.

Monica Saavedra de Morin, 113 Madi-
son Avenue, Applicant sought approval
to construct a front porch contrary to Sec-
tions 11.08E5 and 12.03C2 of the Land
Use Ordinance to allow a 38 feet front yard
setback where 40 feet is required, and to
allow a corner lot minimum street side
yard setback of 20 feet where a minimum
of 25 feet is required. Application approved
with conditions.

Kelly Rochlin, 632 Green Briar Court,
Applicant sought approval to finish the
basement contrary to Section 12.04E1 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a maxi-
mum habitable floor area of 42.5% where
30% is required. Application approved with
conditions.

Stuart & Jane Baker, 1001 Wychwood
Road, Applicant sought permission to con-
struct a 12 square feet chimney at the rear
of the house contrary to Section 11.06E7
of the Land Use Ordinance to allow a rear
yard setback of +15.5 feet where a mini-
mum of 35 feet is required. Application
approved with conditions.

William Baumann, 4 Sandra Circle,
Applicant sought approval to construct a
one story addition on the side and rear of
the existing one story house contrary to
Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a side yard setback of 9 feet
where a minimum of 12.5 feet is required.
Application approved with conditions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $53.04

HELP WANTED

Doctor’s office: P/T.
Computer knowledgeable, front
and back office. No weekends.

(908) 925-1444

FOUND CAT

Big Orange Male
Brookside Park Area
1st spotted 11/28/10

(908) 251-0163

DENTAL MANAGER WANTED

Upscale practice in Westfield, NJ
seeks individual for effective man-
agement of business & team,
marketing & exceptional commu-
nication skills. Min. 5 yrs experi-
ence with Dentrix & 3rd party re-
imbursement knowledge required.
Fax resume to (732) 429-1264

MATH TUTOR

Former math teacher available for
tutoring & SAT prep. $50/session.

Contact Dave McFall at
dmbmcfall@juno.com

or (908) 241-6210

HELP WANTED

Software Applications Engineer
to develop, create & modify
applications software for
specialized utility programs.
Bachelors in Computer Science
or Electronics Engineering plus
5 yrs experience required.

Send resume to:
SPAN Systems Corporation

230 Sherman Ave, #9
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Thiel Woodworking & Home
Improvements. Cabinet
Refacing, Moldings, Wall Repairs,
Windows, Stairposts and Rails.
20 Yrs Exp - References Available.
Bruce Thiel (908) 531-9439

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

COMPANION FOR ELDERLY

Have Experience
& References
Drive own car

(732) 648-5428

WE CONVERT VHS TO DVD

Do you have a box of home videos
that need to be converted into
DVDs? Make those memories last
for years to come! Great to share
for anniversaries, Birthdays and
special occasions for your kids to
cherish forever. Limited time offer,
$18/DVD, $8 off the first one.

Offer expires 2/9/11.
Call Kim at (908) 347-1660

at Computer Tutors, Inc., Today!

GUITAR LESSONS

Rick Langmaack now accepting
beginner thru advanced students.
38 years of performing and
teaching experience. Three
college music degrees. Well
established in Westfield Area.
Resume available upon request.

(908) 301-0293

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES

German Shepherd Puppies due
end of January, European
Bloodlines - Top Quality - Black
and Red, Hips and Temperament
Guaranteed, Good family,
Companion, Protection Dogs

QueenShepherds.com
(908) 500-6341

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

  

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

GUTTER CLEANING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services

908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com
Free Estimates / Fully Insured

FALL SPECIAL!
$10.00 OFF

Any Gutter Cleaning Service
Exp: 1/15/11

Wish you had more time for 

the people & things you love? 

We hear you, and we can help. 

Shopping, errands, personal assistance, 
event planning, bookkeeping and more! 

(917) 882-1801 

www.buytime4u.com 

 WESKCM Builders  
 

   New Homes- Additions- Renovations 
 

Design-Build / In-house Architectural Services 
                                                                                                       

  Commercial—Construction Management 
                                                                                               

Contact Bill Lyons at 908-542-1500  
 blyons@weskcm.com 

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Factory Showroom of NJ

Factory Showroom of NJ

Office: (908) 232-3500

Direct:   (908) 787-7370

Factory Showroom of NJ

305 South Avenue West

Westfield

Custom Cabinetry for the

Kitchen-Bath-Home

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

Goods & Services You Need
Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad file to: sales@goleader.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

PT

REPAIR SPECIALIST
SHEETROCK TO PAINTING

LIC# 13VH06010100

HANDYMAN SERVICES

CALL PHIL SCALI
732-609-0786

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC

Literacy Volunteers
Plan Tutor Training

AREA – Literacy Volunteers of
Union County (LV-UC) will hold New
Tutor Training Workshops from 9:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on January 29 and
February 5 and 19 at the Linden Pub-
lic Library at 31 East Henry Street.
February 26 is scheduled as a snow
day if necessary.

Volunteer tutors must be at least 18
years old, but prior experience is not
needed. To register, visit lvaunion.org
and click on the link in Upcoming
Events; call Susan at (908) 755-7998
or e-mail susan@lvaunion.org.

OFFICE MANAGER

Full time position at a Westfield En-
gineering, Architecture, and Con-
struction firm. Individual must be
smart, well organized, friendly, and
outgoing, with a strong and enthusi-
astic personality. Email resume:
greg@redcoengineering.com
or call Greg at (908) 233-4030.
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Salvatore Chiarelli to Sing
Next Wednesday at Library
WESTFIELD – Tenor Salvatore

Chiarelli will sing on Wednesday,
January 19, at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library, lo-
cated at 550 East Broad
Street. Mr. Chiarelli’s
repertoire includes oper-
atic arias, favorite Nea-
politan love songs and
musical theater pieces.

Mr. Chiarelli, a native
of New York City, was
vocally trained in both
Italy and New York City
for the opera stage. A
former teacher and ac-
countant, he began per-
forming two years ago, and already
has performed in more than 100 con-
certs and shows. He has been heard
on television and radio, as well as on
the opera stages of both North
America and Europe.

In 2008, he performed the lead role
of Turiddu in the opera Cavalleria
Rusticana with the Brooklyn Reper-
tory Opera, followed by the same
performance with the West Side Op-
era in Manhattan.

In 2006, he recorded his first CD,
entitled “Due Terre, Un Cuore,” which
includes 15 tracks of opera, Neapoli-
tan songs and musical theater. He com-
pleted recording of his second CD last
January.

Mr. Chiarelli received his Master’s
degree in Music Education with hon-
ors at Hunter College and passed the

New York State Teachers
Exam. He has taught music
in the New York City Pub-
lic School system at the
middle- and high-school
levels. Mr. Chiarelli cur-
rently is studying voice
with William Glazier in
Manhattan.

This program is open to
Westfield Memorial Library
and MURAL cardholders.
To register, visit wmlnj.org
and click on Online Calen-

dar, or call (908) 789-4090, extension
no. 4140.

Salvatore Chiarelli

F-SP YMCA to Present
Winter Waltz Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
present a Winter Night’s Waltz this
Saturday, January 15, from 8 to 10
p.m. Instruction provided by the
Arthur Murray Dance School will
take place from 8 to 9:30 p.m., with
practice from 9:30 to 10 p.m. The
YMCA is located at 1340 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This event will be open to everyone
age 18 and older. Partners are welcome
but not necessary. Participants are ad-
vised to wear comfortable clothes and
shoes, and to refrain from wearing
sneakers. The pre-registration fee is $5,
and the fee will be $8 at the door. To
register, call the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA at (908) 889-8880.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-13

CONTRACTOR: T & M Associates,
Eleven Tindall Road, Middletown, New
Jersey 07748

NATURE OF SERVICE: Planning Ser-
vices as Redevelopment Agency Planner

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2011

FEE: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-05

CONTRACTOR: Suplee Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICE: Auditing ser-
vices and other financial consultation ser-
vices

PERIOD: For a period ending no later
than June 30, 2011

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $25,725
A copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-06

CONTRACTOR: Beckerman & Com-
pany, 430 Lake Avenue, Colonia, New
Jersey 07067

NATURE OF SERVICE: Insurance Bro-
kerage Services General Liability and
Workers’ Compensation Insurance

DURATION: For a period not to exceed
December 31, 2011

FEE: Fee paid by Garden State JIF
A copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-07

CONTRACTOR: Brown & Brown Metro
Inc., 26 Columbia Turnpike, PO Box 678,
Florham Park, New Jersey 07932-0678

NATURE OF SRVICE: Consulting/Bro-
kerage Services for health, dental, pre-
scription and life insurance

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2011

FEE: $12,500
A copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $18.36
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-08

CONTRACTOR: Rogut, McCarthy, LLC,
37 Alden Street, Cranford, New Jersey
07016

NATURE OF SERVICE: Downtown
Economic Development Coordinator Ser-
vices

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2011

FEE: Not to exceed $30,000
A copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-09

CONTRACTOR: Hill Wallack LLP, 202
Carnegie Center, CN 5226, Princeton, New
Jersey 08543-5226

NATURE OF SERVICE: Redevelop-
ment Agency Attorney

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2011

FEE: Not to exceed $15,000.00
A copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-10

CONTRACTOR: Roth D’Aquanni, LLC,
150 Morris Avenue, Springfield, New Jer-
sey 07081

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Labor
Counsel

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2011

FEE: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-11

CONTRACTOR: Ruderman &
Glickman, P.C., 675 Morris Avenue,
Springfield, New Jersey 07081

NATURE OF SERVICE: Special Labor
Counsel

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2011

FEE: Not to exceed $5,000.00
A copy of this Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 11-01-12

CONTRACTOR: John Draikiwicz, Esq.,
Gibbons, One Gateway Plaza, Newark,
New Jersey 07102-5323

NATURE OF SERVICE: Bond Counsel
DURATION: Period ending December

31, 2011 or until his successor is ap-
pointed

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $3,000
A copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 1/13/11, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-26
AWARDED TO: Union County Alli-

ance, Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES: for the purpose of providing

comprehensive research and communi-
cation services

PERIOD: January 1, 2011- December
31, 2011

COSTS: in an amount of $322,125
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-23
AWARDED TO: Strategic Media

Group, Jersey City, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide paid communi-

cations services
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$100,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-21
AWARDED TO: Roth D’Aquanni,

Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as personnel coun-

sel
PERIOD: January 1, 2011- December

31, 2011
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$75,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42 PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 1/9/11

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-25
AWARDED TO: Winning Strategies

Washington/Hoboken Strategy Group,
Washington, DC

SERVICES: to provide services for com-
prehensive federal government relations/
lobbying services

PERIOD: January 1, 2011- December
31, 2011

COSTS: in an amount of $150,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-12
AWARDED TO: Suplee, Clooney &

Company, Westfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide statutory audits

of accounts of the County of Union and its
agencies

PERIOD: January 1, 2011- December
31, 2011

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-20
AWARDED TO: Ruderman and

Glickman, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as personnel coun-

sel
PERIOD: January 1, 2011- December

31, 2011
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$50,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-13
AWARDED TO: Rogut McCarthy, LLC,

Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: to provide specialized coun-

sel services in connection with the issu-
ance of bonds or notes by the County of
Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2011- December
31, 2011

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-19
AWARDED TO: DeCotiis, FitzPatrick,

& Cole, Teaneck, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as personnel coun-

sel
PERIOD: January 1, 2011- December

31, 2011
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$75,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive  bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a)(11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-15
amending (Resolution No. 2010-327)
AWARDED TO: CBIZ Valuation

Group, LLC, Germantown, Wisconsin
SERVICES: to increase the contract
COSTS: in the amount of $16,500 for

additional services rendered for a new
contract amount of $48,300

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 1/9/11
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2010-18
AWARDED TO: Bauch, Zucker,

Hatfield, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES: to serve as labor and per-

sonnel counsel
PERIOD: January 1, 2011- December

31, 2011
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$75,000
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T – 1/13/11, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Calvary to Accept Registration
For Nursery School-Child Care

CRANFORD – Calvary Nursery
School and Child Care (CNSCC),
located at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford, has announced January
registration for the 2011-2012
school year. All new school families
are eligible to register beginning at
the annual open house event on

Saturday, January 22, from 10 a.m.
to noon. Private tours also can be
arranged in advance by calling the
school office at (908) 272-3962.

The preschool offers a morning
Nursery School Program, full-day
Child Care Program and a
Kindergarten Wrap-Around
Afternoon Program for all Cranford
public school students. On-site
enrichment opportunities also are
offered, as well as extended-day
options for morning-only students.

CNSCC will begin its 18th year
of providing early childhood
education and full-day care to the
community, as part of the ministry
of the Calvary Lutheran Church.
The play-based, year-round
program focuses on nurturing the
complete young child and works
as partners with their families.
CNSCC is licensed by the State of
New Jersey and serves children
ages 2½ to 6.

A CARING PLACE…Calvary Nursery School and Child Care (CNSCC) will
hold an open house event on Saturday, January 22, from 10 a.m. to noon. During
the event, families will have an opportunity to register for the 2011-2012 school
year. Pictured above are two young participants in the CNSCC program. CNSCC
is located at 108 Eastman Street in Cranford.

Historical Society Sets
‘Show and Tell’ Event
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-

cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will start off the new year
and the new decade with a “Show and
Tell” program at its meeting on Tues-
day, January 25.

All attendees are encouraged to
bring something historical to the
meeting. Participants may bring
items, share stories and memories,
retell their own New Year traditions
and reveal old New Year’s resolu-
tions that succeeded or failed, and
share 2011 resolutions if they wish.

The meeting will start at 8 p.m. and
will be held at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.
The meeting is free and open to all.
Light refreshments and fellowship
will follow the program. For further
information, call Richard Bousquet,
president, at (908) 232-1199.

A HIKE THROUGH HISTORY…Fifteen members of Boy Scouts of America
Troop No. 73 and Venture Crew No. 34 accomplished a 10-mile hike along the
historic Jockey Hollow Trail December 11. On the trail, the group learned about
the experiences of George Washington’s Army of 12,000 men and camp followers,
who spent the coldest winter of the American Revolution in the Jockey Hollow
area, just outside of Morristown, during 1779-1780. For information on joining
Troop No. 73, sponsored by Westfield’s Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church,
call Scoutmaster Steve Deduck at (908) 233-2867.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Friends of Library
To Accept Donations
SCOTCH PLAINS – Beginning

this Sunday, January 16, the Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
(FSPPL) will accept donations for
their upcoming annual book sale. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

The organization is seeking clean,
salable books with no torn or marked
pages. Both hardcover books and
paperbacks will be accepted, as well
as books on CD, music CDs and
DVDs. The Friends request that do-
nations not include older or time-
sensitive materials such as videotapes,
records, magazines and textbooks.

Donations will be accepted until
Sunday, February 27. The book sale
will begin on Wednesday, March 16,
with a FSPPL members-only pre-
view, and will continue March 17 to
19. Additionally, a children’s book
sale will be held on March 12 and 13.

Volunteers will be available to help
carry in donations. To join the Friends
organization, view a full list of dona-
tion dates or find out more about how
to support the library, visit the Friends
page at scotlib.org.

For more information, contact
FSPPL President Joe Quarto at
joequarto@gmail.com. FSPPL is a
non-profit organization devoted to
supporting the programming and de-
velopment of the library.

Mr. Winant to Speak
To SAR Tomorrow

WESTFIELD – The West Fields
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will meet tomorrow, Fri-
day, January 14, at 8 p.m. in the
Westfield Municipal Building Com-
munity Room, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Guest speaker Richard Winant will
talk about being a Loyalist during the
American Revolution. In addition to
being a Loyalist re-enactor, he is a
member of the Lincoln Society.

Mr. Winant’s family is of Dutch
descent, and his ancestors were in-
volved with the same Loyalist regi-
ment that he now re-enacts. He also is
related to John Gilbert Winant, who
was the American ambassador to the
United Kingdom during World War
II (he replaced Joseph Kennedy, Sr.)

The meeting will be open to the
public, and light refreshments will be
served. For information, call Father
Donald Hummel, chapter president,
at (973) 497-4218.

Presbyterian Church Plans
Talk on ‘Spirit of Islam’

WESTFIELD – Ali Chaudry will
speak about the “Spirit of Islam” at
the Eleventh Hour Speakers program
this Sunday, January 16, at 11 a.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
This program will fol-
low the morning worship
service. The community
is invited to attend, and
Mr. Chaudry will be open
to any questions about
Islamic relations.

A native of Pakistan,
Mr. Chaudry graduated
from the London School
of Economics with hon-
ors in Economics and
Econometrics in 1967
and earned a Doctoral
degree in Economics
from Tufts University in 1972. He
worked at AT&T from 1968 to 1998
in the Strategic Planning and CFO
organizations.

He is a former mayor of Bernards
Township and served on both the
town council and the Basking Ridge
Board of Education. Mr. Chaudry is a
co-founder of the Islamic Society of
Central Jersey, one of the first major
Islamic centers in the state, and ser-

ved as president of the American
Islamic Academy in Boonton for
several years. He serves on the boards
of multiple non-profit organizations.

Since the September 11th tragedy,
Mr. Chaudry has been ac-
tive in interfaith dialogues
and in creating bridges of
understanding with the
American community at
large. In addition to giving
public lectures on Islam,
he has written a book (with
Dr. Robert Crane) entitled
“Islam and Muslims.”

In 1999, he founded
Citechs, a web develop-
ment company. Currently,
he is a lecturer at the Rutgers
University Division of Con-

tinuing Studies. He also teaches courses
in leadership, multinational business
management, applied business statis-
tics and other management subjects at
the Rutgers School of Business.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. For more information, call
the church office at (908) 233-0301
or visit the church website,
westfieldpc.org.

Ali Chaudry

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Bertucci’s Lunch
AREA – The Circle of Single Jew-

ish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Luncheon on Sunday, January
30, at noon at Bertucci’s Italian Res-
taurant, located at 899 St. Georges
Avenue in Woodbridge. The cost is
$3 plus the price of a meal off the
menu and tip. To respond, call Roberta
at (908) 668-8450.

Free Anxiety Support Group
Meets Wednesdays at Resolve
SCOTCH PLAINS – Spaces are

available in the Resolve Community
Counseling Center’s free Anxiety
Support Group for people whose feel-
ings of apprehension, uncertainty and/
or fear make daily life uncomfort-
able. This group meets on Wednes-
day evenings from 7 to 8:15 p.m. at
Resolve’s offices, located at 1830
Front Street in Scotch Plains.

The purpose of this group is to help
participants find strength amongst
others with similar experiences and
offer them the opportunity to speak
honestly and openly about their feel-
ings in a safe, therapeutic environ-
ment. It also is designed to help mem-
bers gain a sense of empowerment
and control, while improving their
coping skills and building self-confi-
dence and self-acceptance.

Participation is limited to eight
members, although a waiting list will

be developed. Since the group is on-
going, it is expected that as members
feel more able to deal with their con-
cerns, they may leave the group, en-
abling others to join.

Interested individuals are asked to
contact the group’s facilitator, Kristi
Capriglione, at (908) 322-9180, ex-
tension no. 11. Participants must
speak with her before being admitted
to the group. Ms. Capriglione is pur-
suing a master’s degree in Counsel-
ing and is supervised by Dr. Lidia
Abrams, Resolve’s executive direc-
tor. Resolve counselor John Patrick
Grady also is involved with the group.

Resolve Community Counseling
Center is a non-profit organization
providing counseling, psychotherapy
and psychological services. Fees for
individual counseling are determined
on a sliding scale. For more informa-
tion, visit resolvenj.com.

CBI and ECF to Hold
Benefit Fashion Show
SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-

tion Beth Israel and the Emmanuel
Cancer Foundation will hold their
Second Annual Fashion Show on
Sunday, February 13, from 2 to 5
p.m. The event will take place at
Congregation Beth Israel, located at
18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.

Lord & Taylor will sponsor the
fashion show. Guests will receive
goodie bags, and light refreshments
will be served. There also will be a
raffle with gift items after the fashion
show. Tickets are $10 per person. To
register, call Congregation Beth Is-
rael at (908) 889-1830.
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‘Symphony of Flowers’
Rich in Color and Detail
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Last year Scotch
Plains photographer Chung Kun
Shih’s “Melody of the Lotus” exhibit
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts (NJWA) was a breath of spring
air in the midst of December’s plung-
ing temperatures.

 I looked forward to experiencing
the same from this year’s exhibit,
“Symphony of Flowers,” also at
NJWA, and Dr. Shih did not disap-
point. While last year’s exhibit fo-
cused on just one flower, the Lotus,
the Asian symbol of purity, this year’s
was a  bouquet of many types of
flowers, including poppies, cosmos,
columbine, orchids and more.

Like last year’s exhibit, each indi-
vidual photograph is rich in color and
detail. His “Breeze Over Flowers”
portrayed different colored flowers –
white, red, yellow and purple – ar-
ranged in rows according to color.

Taken in Kunming, Yunnan Prov-
ince, China, viewing it was like tak-
ing a walk in a garden. Dr. Shih’s
“Resting” depicts a dragonfly sitting
on a Water Lily. The photograph,
taken in Singapore, is so detailed the
individual filaments comprising the
wings of the dragonfly are visible.

Dr. Shih’s photographs are layered

with symbolism rich in   hidden mean-
ing. “Looking Forward,” a portrayal
of three Cosmos, symbolizes a hope-
ful future, while the two balloon flow-
ers growing alongside the Great Wall
of China in “Deep Blue Sea” illus-
trates that beauty can be found in the
midst of adversity.

   Other photographs in this collec-
tion were taken in New Jersey, Kitty
Hawk, N.C., Los Angeles, Philadel-
phia and Taiwan.

  A photographer since he was in
high school, Dr. Shih captured the
images in “A Symphony of Flowers”
with a Nikon F5 camera.

 In all, there were 22 images in
“Symphony of Flowers.” Some of the
photos in this exhibit were included
in the 2010 calendar of the same
name, the fifth such calendar pro-
duced by Dr. Shih. He has had a photo
published in the October 2000 issue
of National Geographic.

 Dr. Shih retired in September 2009
as the China joint venture manager
after 30 years with Infineum, (a joint
venture between ExxonMobil and
Shell) and ExxonMobil Chemical.

Spring is still a long way off, but
here in Westfield, at least for a short
while, Dr. Shih’s photographs inspires
one to look towards spring and all it
has to offer.

MIGHT BE TRAILER BUT DEFINITELY NOT TRASH… Come join the cast
of The Great American Trailer Park Musical – they’ll make your problems seem
smaller by comparison. Standing, left to right, are: Brittany Rappise (Pippi), Jeff
Hogan (Duke) of Westfield, Mollie Gash (Jeannie), and Bill O’Brien (Norbert).
Seated are Megan Hatem (Lin), Laura Berman Fortgang (Betty), and Maggie
LaTona (Pickles).

MONTCLAIR -- Jeff Hogan of
Westfield stars as Duke in Montclair-
based Studio Playhouse’s production
of  The Great American Trailer Park
Musical, with music and lyrics by
David Nehls and book by Betsy Kelso.
Also appearing in this production is
Verona resident Laura Berman
Fortgang, a bestselling author who
has appeared on numerous television
programs including Oprah, Good
Morning America and the CBS Early
Show. Performances are Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 3 p.m. beginning January
7 and running through January 22.

There’s a new tenant at Armadillo
Acres and she’s wreaking havoc all
over Florida’s most exclusive trailer
park. When Pippi, the stripper on the

run, comes between an agoraphobic
housewife, Jeannie, and her toll col-
lector husband, the “Storm’s A-
Brewin’” and it ain’t your run-of-the-
mill hurricane. Don’t miss this campy,
caustic musical fable that has every-
thing from strippers to Costco.

Directed by Amy Fox, musical di-
rection by Darren Gage and Tristian
Luysterburg, choreographed by
Lynsey Price and stage managed by
Judi Liebert.

Tickets for The Great American
Trailer Park Musical are $22 for
adults, $19 for students and seniors
age 65 and up with discounts avail-
able for groups of 20 or more that
prepay.

To reserve tickets in advance, call
the box office at (973) 744-9752.

Rebecca and Her Brothers A
Feast for Heart and Soul
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD   –  When she wrote
her first book, “The Complex Life of
a Woman Doctor,” a few years ago,
Westfield pediatrician, Gloria O.
Schrager included a few chapters
about her childhood years in the
Adirondacks.

Dr. Schrager recently released a
more detailed account of her early
life in a work of fiction entitled,
“Rebecca and Her Brothers.”

The story, which   begins in Brook-
lyn in 1929, details the life-changing
effects of the stock market crash and
the impact it had on Rebecca’s fam-
ily.

After her father loses his new-car
business and sells the family home,
the family starts over in upstate New
York, where eventually her father de-
velops a tourist colony and her mother
a restaurant.

Although it is written for young
readers, this wonderful effort of Dr.
Schrager’s is a heart warming recol-
lection of a bygone era that readers of
all ages will enjoy.

Those who have lived through the
1930s and 1940s will yearn for the

past, for the book is replete with
scenes of how the immigrant experi-
ence informed a family’s coming to-
gether in the years prior to Wordl War
II.

Those too young to know or re-
member will receive an unforgettable
opportunity to glimpse what life was
like for an American family in pre-
war America.

The author’s daughter-in-law,
Frances, suggested that Dr. Schrager
write a novel for young people.

“[The young] seemed most inter-
ested in that part of my life…I thought
it would be fun to make those events
more colorful and interesting by writ-
ing a fictionalized account for them
to read,” she said.

 The fact that all the names, except
the historical ones, have been changed
does not impact the significance of
the book.

 “I hope children [who read the
book] will understand the message of
tolerance and understanding that I
tried to convey,” said Dr. Schrager.

“We are a nation of immigrants,
composed of many ethnic groups,
races and religions, all of whom have
contributed to our greatness. If we
lose the ability to be inclusive, we
will lose some of that greatness.”

 “Rebecca and Her Brothers” is a
true family legacy. Dr. Schrager dedi-
cated the book to her parents and
leaves it to future generations.

 “I would like my grandchildren to
have the courage to persevere in reach-
ing their goals despite obstacles, and
maintain their sense of humor, per-
spective and decency while doing
so,” she said.

 Writing in leisure moments, the
undertaking took Dr. Schrager about
three years to accomplish.

“I swim laps at the JCC (Jewish
Community Center) almost daily, and
the memories were more likely to
come back when I was swimming….
I would finish my laps, shower, and
race to the computer to record what I
remembered,” she said, adding that
not all the memories were happy ones.
“I would swim faster, breaking sev-
eral of my own speed records when I
remembered things that made me
angry,” she said.

Readers of “Rebecca and Her
Brothers” will receive an added bo-
nus, for the book contains an idea
conceived by another daughter –in-
law, Debbie: an appendix of recipes
served in Dr. Schrager’s mother’s res-
taurant.

History, a family legacy and food.
This book is a winner on all accounts.
“Rebecca and Her Brothers” is avail-
able at many online and local book
sellers and as an e-book.

More information about Dr. Gloria
O. Schrager can be found at
gloriaschrager.com.

Stars on Stage to
Hold Auditions for
‘Broadway Bound’

The Forum Theatre Stars On Stage
program will be holding auditions
for Broadway Bound. Stars On Stage
is a theatre-training program for kids

Broadway Bound will feature songs
and scenes from classics such as Guys
and Dolls to contemporary musicals,
Wicked and Hairspray. Large, as well
as smaller numbers and scenes will
be highlighted from some of the most
beloved kid friendly musicals of all
time!

The Stars On Stage program is
for performers of all levels, begin-
ner to advanced, to encourage kids
to find their voice and confidence
on  stage.

The program is for young perform-
ers ages eight to 13. Dance, sing, act
and best of all perform on a real stage
with sound, lights and costumes.
Whether it’s your first time on stage
or if you’ve done dozens of perfor-
mances, you will find something here
that excites you and takes you to the
next level.

Registration will take place on
January 17 and 24 from 5 to 7 p.m.
E-mail peter@forumtheatrearts.org
if you cannot make those times and
would still like to register your child.
Registration can be completed at
www.forumtheatrearts.org or by
calling (732) 548-5600.

Christian Band ‘Array of
Hope’ to Rock Holy Trinity

WESTFIELD -- Array Of Hope, a
Christian rock band, will perform at
Holy Trinity
Interparochial School
on Sunday, January 30,
at 6 p.m.

Array of Hope will
present a  show that
will include two Chris-
tian rock bands, come-
dians, entertainers,
motivational speakers,
and  multimedia pre-
sentations.

Sacred Road, one of
the two bands that will
be performing, takes a
unique approach to
Christian music. Com-
bining members with
various musical backgrounds and
nationalities, this diverse band brings
a new exciting blend to the pop style.
Sacred Road released their self-titled
CD entitled “Sacred Road” this past
year after the group caught the atten-

tion of radio programmers through-
out the United States and Canada

with their first hit single,
“I Need An Angel.”

“We want to have fun,
share our music and make
a positive impact of the
lives of anyone who is
there to listen to our mu-
sic,” stated Samantha
Hebert, lead vocalist for
Sacred Road.

The event will kick off
the celebration of Catho-
lic Schools Week in a way
that is sure excite people
of all ages and is open to
the community. The
school will host the event
in their gym located at

336 First Street, Westfield. Tickets
are $5 and will be available at the
door or by stopping by the school’s
office. Contact Rose at (908) 654-
1116 for more information as seating
is limited.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

True Grit
Sure as Shootin’ Cinema

By Michael S. Goldberger
3 and ½ popcorns

Putting off for a paragraph or so
my customary, bombastic analogies
and gratuitous citing of metaphors,
note that the Coen brothers’ re-cre-
ation of True Grit is a rip-roaring,
sure as shootin’ adventure yarn, by
cracky! To borrow from “The Lone
Ranger” intro, it stirringly invites you
to “Return with us to those thrilling
days of yesteryear.”

 Harking back to Saturday mati-
nees at the Bijou, the Brothers Coen
unreel their contemporary equivalent
of a double bill of horse operas, a
bucket of popcorn, a box of Goobers
and a Coke…a real Coke. For this is
full calorie entertainment, unadulter-
ated by artifice or pretense. At least
for this one film, our love affair with
Westerns is rekindled.

 Starring Jeff Bridges, who now
progresses from mere Academy
Award winner to national treasure as
the curmudgeonly yet quixotic Mar-
shal Rooster Cogburn, the tale of
revenge pays homage to the 1969
classic while gloriously adding its
own imprint. Hailee Steinfeld and
Matt Damon are superb as the other
two-thirds of the intrepid troika.

 Displaying yet again what fine
cineastes and molders of the medium
they are, Ethan and Joel Coen startle
and abash with the sort of realism
Robert Altman brought to the cow-
boy movie in McCabe and Mrs. Miller
(1971). However, while establishing
a stark frankness, they also imbue the
doings with what is perhaps their
most sentimental statement to date.

 Just in case you don’t know the
tale, note that it follows the exploits
of a threesome that evolves out of
precocious, lawyerly, 14-year-old
Mattie Ross’s (Steinfeld) unswerv-
ing desire to avenge her dad’s mur-
der. The dastardly culprit, Tom
Chaney (Josh Brolin) — that’s one of
his names — is reported to have
hightailed it into Indian Territory.

 Arriving in town to search for
mercenary help, she learns from more
than one source that the one-eyed
Cogburn is a man of “true grit.” After
much colorful negotiation, she lands
his services. But then, just to compli-
cate matters,  Damon’s Texas Ranger
LaBoeuf arrives on the scene. He’s
been tracking the shrewd villain for
killing a Texas senator.

 Problem is, while the resourceful
Miss Ross wouldn’t mind the extra
help at no extra cost, it is the righ-
teous Ranger’s intent to bring the
criminal back to Texas, where it is
expected he’ll be tried and hanged.
But that’s too tangential for Mattie.
She wants the murderer to know that
his wretched fate comes as the direct
result of killing her father.

 Thus a lively repartee ensues as
the unlikely ensemble sets out for
hostile parts. In good fashion, the

trek takes the form of an odyssey,
replete with the Coen brothers’ regu-
lar supply of near mythical charac-
ters and eccentric intermediaries pop-
ping out of the forest scenery. Pre-
pare to hold your horses. There is no
shortage of rough-and-tumble action.

 Mr. Bridges’s protagonist is as pie-
eyed as one-eyed, a delightful, lum-
bering juggernaut who bathes only in
the legend surrounding him. Now at
an age, by Old West standards, when
it occurs to wax nostalgically, he pep-
pers the landscape with autobio-
graphical anecdotes: a wife that didn’t
understand him, a clumsy son he dis-
interestedly abandoned.

 Uncharacteristic, and as surpris-
ing as the realization came in David
Mamet’s The Spanish Prisoner
(1997), there is virtually no cursing,
no random spewing of four-lettered
favorites. While perhaps in deference
to the presence of an adolescent lass,
this is more likely the behavior of
folks figuring to face Judgment Day
a lot sooner than later.

Equally interesting, whether re-
searched for authenticity or a calcu-
lated supposition, is an often stilted
dialogue stingy with its contractions.
Romantically hinting at the sociol-
ogy, and reminding that it hasn’t been
that long since the King’s English
was relinquished, the filmmakers gift
the language with an engaging, pe-
riod-establishing patina.

 But no one’s speech pattern is more
profound than Miss Steinfeld’s Mattie
Ross. Surely no 14-year-old can ex-
temporaneously expound with the
presence of mind shown by this pro-
digious avenger. But whether citing
legal precedent or sleuthing strategy,
she soon earns our suspension of
belief, underscoring that this is the
saga of extraordinary people.

 Almost as intense in his raison
d’etre and how he proffers it is
Damon’s LaBoeuf. A boy scout in the
finest sense of the term, his belief in
the Texas Rangers’ code is altruistic
almost to a fault when you consider
that adversaries aren’t about to play
as fairly. In fact, his goodness and the
loquacious way he advertises it are
often a source of comedy relief.

 Save for a slight stutter before
shifting into high gear at the three-
quarter mark, this is fast-moving,
“I’ll-wait-to-go-to-the-bathroom-
later” entertainment. And yeah, as
touching as it is exciting, as melan-
choly as it is uplifting, the thrilling
trail is sprinkled with those afore-
mentioned metaphors. All of which
makes True Grit stouthearted stuff
indeed.

***
 True Grit, rated PG-13, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
Ethan Coen and Joel Coen and stars
Jeff Bridges, Hailee Steinfeld and
Matt Damon. Running time: 110 min-
utes.

Speed the Plow Coming to
Summit Playhouse

SUMMIT  -- Speed the Plow will
be performed at The Summit Play-
house from February 18 through
March 5 at 8 p.m., except on Febru-
ary 27, when the production will
take place at 2 p.m. The Summit
Playhouse is located at 10 New En-
gland Avenue in Summit.

Speed the Plow is one of several
successful plays Mamet has writ-
ten about the business world. Filled
with his trademark, rapid-fire dia-
logue, it focuses on the ruthless
nature of Hollywood and the movie
industry. With Mamet’s superb use
of dialogue and taught plotting the
seemingly superficial depiction of
two Hollywood producers looking
for a big break finds deep mean-
ing.

Speed the Plow stars Robert
Barwick of Wayne as Bob Gould,
James Sloan of New York City as
Charlie Fox and Danielle Pennisi of
Cedar Grove as Karen.

The creative and production team
for Speed the Plow includes Trey
Compton, director; Lindsey Nazelli,
producer; Bill Roome, lighting and
sound designer; Diane Lotti, stage
manager; Justine Bailey, assistant
stage manager; Jim Mayfield, set
builder; Rhoda Roper, set designer;
Ingrid Heil, set décor; and Ann Lowe,
costume designer.

Tickets fare $20 for adults and
$15 for students (18 and under). For
tickets visit
w w w. s u m m i t p l a y h o u s e . o rg /
tickets.html or call (908) 273-2192.

Junior Musical Club
Auditions Sunday, Feb. 6

WESTFIELD -- The Junior Musi-
cal Club, a division of The Musical
Club of Westfield, is a performing
group of eighth grade through high
school instrumentalists and vocal-
ists from Westfield and nearby com-
munities united by their love of mu-
sic. Club meetings are held once a
month throughout the year. Musi-
cians in the club perform for each
other during club meetings and join
with members of the Senior Club to
perform for special events such as
Festifall .

Highlights this year are the En-
semble Concert on Saturday, March
26, at 3 p.m. featuring all the mem-
bers of the Junior Musical Club and
a Graduation Recital on Saturday,
June 11, at 3 p.m. by club members
about to enter college. Both concerts
are held at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street, in Westfield and are
free and open to the public.

Auditions for membership in the
Junior Musical Club are open to in-
dividuals in grades eight to 12 who
are studying music. Two pieces must
be performed for the audition – one
piece from the period up to and in-
cluding Beethoven, and another piece
from the Romantic or Modern pe-
riod. Memorization of one or both

pieces is recommended but not required.
Audition dates are Sunday, Febru-

ary 6, on or after 6 p.m. at the home
of Alex Goldschmidt, 26 Hawthorne
Drive, Westfield and Sunday, June
26, on or after 6 p.m. at the home of
Beverly Thomson Shea, 2121
Princeton Avenue, Scotch Plains. To
receive an application, schedule an
audition, or for more information,
call David Mandala, vice-president
of auditions, at (908) 721-8311 or e-
mail juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

LOVE OF MUSIC...Junior Musical
Club members Chloe and Rachel
Baron. Auditions are on February 6.

 Teen Drama Worshop to
Perform in World Premier

WESTFIELD -- The Contagious
Drama Workshop (CDW) teen class
will take the stage to perform in the
world premier of Ben Clawon’s new
play, Bomb Threat Day. The play, which
was written especially for this class,
deals with 10 students and how they
respond to a bomb threat letter left on
a desk in their high school. Ironically,
this ensemble piece is a comedy that is
both moving and hilarious.

Beth Painter, founder of CDW,
wanted to get her students immersed
in a project that was challenging and
unique. “We work on process, im-
provisation and scene study on a
regular bases. I thought it would be
so fascinating for the kids to get to
work directly with a playwright to
see how the process works,” she said.

Ben Clawson, a writer from
Montclair, came to class, questioned
and talked to the students and wrote
a play based on that meeting. How
many actors get the opportunity to
have a role written just for them? Ms.
Painter adds, “I wish someone would
write a play for me!” She said she
plans on having Mr. Clawson back
for the fall 2011 session.

Bomb Threat Day, starring Aaron
Black, Anna Bloomfield, Dan
Connolly, Will Connors, Leo
Kleiman-Lynch, Matthew
McGowen, Megan Mulrooney, Lexi
Nelson, Hannah Painter and Mat-
thew Schuman, will premier this
Saturday, January 15, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Presbyterian Church of Westfield,
Westminster Hall, 140 Mountain
Avenue.

Admission is $5 for students, kids
and seniors and $8 for adults. There
will be a talk back with the actors,
director and playwright immediately

following for anyone interested. All
are welcome.

To learn more about the Conta-
gious Drama Workshop,visit
www.contagiousdrama.com. The
winter session begins January 19.
Enrollment is now in progress.

BELLE OF THE BALL…Westfield
resident Joan Wright and her profes-
sional dance partner Sergei Bezrodnov.

Westfield’s Wright
Tangos to Title

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Joan Wright, paired with dance part-
ner Sergei Bezrodnov, recently took
first place in their catagory in the
World Pro/Am Championships held
recently in Columbus, Ohio.

The competition is considered to
be the largest professional/amateur
dance competition of its kind by the
National Dance Council of America.

In order to claim the title, the dance
team had to master an array of dances
including the waltz, tango and foxtrot.
Ms. Wright is also a member of the senior
dance team for the New Jersey Nets.

Kean Kicks Off Playwriting Festival
UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean

University will hold its annual Pre-
miere Student Readings on Wednes-
day, January 26 and Friday, January
28, at 7 p.m. in the Little Theatre in
the University Center at Kean Uni-
versity.

The readings showcase the work of
Kean University playwriting students,
and the public is encouraged to ac-
tively engage in the new play devel-
opment process.

The readings feature a cast of pro-
fessional Equity actors, and are di-
rected by John Wooten, producing
artistic director of Premiere Stages.
Evaluation forms will be distributed
and patrons may participate in post-
reading dialogues with the writers.

The Premiere Student Readings are
a part of the Premiere Stages Play

Festival, now in its seventh year of
operation. The mission of the Pre-
miere Play Festival is to encourage
and nurture emerging dramatists in
New Jersey and the greater metro-
politan area.

The Premiere Student Readings
mirror the professional readings, al-
lowing student playwrights to ex-
plore their work in front of an audi-
ence and to discover the strengths
and weaknesses of their scripts, help-
ing to bridge the gap between the
academic and professional worlds.

Admission and parking for the
Kean Student Readings is free. Kean
University is located at 1000 Morris
Avenue in Union. Visit
www.kean.edu/premierestages or
call (908) 737-4092 for more infor-
mation.

Westfield’s Hogan Stars in
Production of Trailer Park
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Grab a Ride on this Streetcar in Chatham
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Far too often a director auditions
people for a show, directs them for
five or six weeks and only gets to
dress the stage perhaps a week or 10
days before the opening night cur-
tain. Not so with actor and first time
director Brian Remo, whose set for A
Streetcar Named Desire is nearly done
one month before the curtain rises in
the Fellowship Hall Theatre at the
United Methodist Church on Main
Street in Chatham.

“I want the actors to have time to
work with the set and have it become
a natural part of what they do during
rehearsals so they won’t have to even
think about it during performances,”
he said.

His detailed set of Stanley and Stella
Kowalski’s two-room flat is loaded
with hand-picked items adorning the
walls and floors. Mr. Remo has a
clear vision for the upcoming Ten-
nessee Williams’ show that runs
weekends in January through the first
weekend in February. “Over here’s
where the jazz musicians will
perform…this is the upstairs of the
neighbors that the audience will see
through this landing.” And he goes on
and on with those details.

 But according to Leslie Eve Price,
who plays Blanche DuBois, the de-
tails of set and props are just “stuff.”
The director’s real talent lies in his
communication skills. “Brian Remo
is a gifted director,” she said before a
rehearsal recently. “He articulates his
vision well through the use of meta-
phors. Through the comparisons he
makes for the actors, he’s able to nail
exactly what he wants and what we
need to make it happen. He’s found
his calling and is in his element.”

In readying for the monumental
role of Blanche, Ms. Price says her
best preparation is “the fact that I’ve
lived a long time.” She continued, “I
understand her: she’s brave, coura-
geous. The poetry she gets to speak I
have trouble saying without tearing
up. The words speak to Blanche (and
to me) personally. You only get this
insight from living.”

 The woman director Remo cast as
Stella, Blanche’s younger sister, is
Angel Duncan, who also understands
her character from the inside out. By
day, Ms. Duncan deals with people
with mental problems, so she “gets”

SHARING THE VISION…Director Brian Remo speaks to his cast at a recent
rehearsal of A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams. The play will be
presented by the Fellowship Hall Theatre in the United Methodist Church on
Main Street in Chatham weekends, from Thursday through Saturday, from
January 20 through February 5 at 8 p.m. For ticket information, call producer Gil
Ranbach at (908 ) 489-4911.

Photo by Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

her character’s sister Blanche who
often sees life through her own real-
ity. “Stella is strong. She wears the
pants, but lets Stanley think he does,”
she explained. She likened the rela-
tionship of Stella and Stanley to that
of Alice and Ralph in the ‘50s TV
show, “The Honeymooners.” The
third lead in the iconic work is played
by Matt Monihan who is tackling the
role made famous by Marlon Brando.
He sees Stanley as “a product of his
environment to an extreme.” He says
the toughest part of playing the well-
known role is “the varying emotions
he (Stanley) experiences. It’s a chal-
lenge,” he said, “to harness those
emotions so that they build logically.”

 Producer Gil Ranbach, who has

                    
               

       
           

‘Streetcar’ Info:  Jan 20 – Feb 5
Thursday, Friday and Saturday

Nights. Curtain at 8 p.m.
Tickets are available at the door

for $16 each.
Advanced tickets and group

sales are available at $10 each
by calling producer

Gil Ranbach at (908) 489-4911.

Choral Art Soc. to Perform
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio

been with Fellowship Theatre for
over 20 years when it was located in
the Red Bank area, has served as
somewhat of a mentor for director
Remo.

“He’s laid the foundation for what
needs to be done for a top-notch
production,” Mr. Remo said, “and
I’ve taken his lead.”

St. Bart’s Invites All
To Pancake Breakfast
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Holy

Name Society of Saint Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
will hold its annual pancake break-
fast on Sunday, January 23, in the St.
Bartholomew Cafeteria after the 7:30,
9, 10:30 and noon Masses. All are
welcome.

“Marco” of the Highlander Res-
taurant will prepare pancakes and
sausages. The cost is $6 for adults
and children age 13 and older; $5
for children ages 4 to 12, and free
for children ages 3 and under. The
maximum cost per family will be
$14.

All teachers and staff of St.
Bartholomew Academy and the reli-
gious education program are invited
as guests of the Holy Name Society.
St. Bartholomew Church is located
at 2032 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

 WESTFIELD – The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey, Inc. will per-
form Cantatas of Johann Sebastian
Bach’s Christmas Oratorio on Satur-
day, January 22, at 8 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at Mountain Avenue and East
Broad Street.

James S. Little, musical director
of the Society, will conduct the

evening’s performance. Soloists in-
clude Ellen Goff Entriken, soprano;
Jeffrey Mandelbaum, alto; Stephen
Sands, tenor and Mark Watson, bass.
The Choral Art Society Orchestra
will accompany the chorus. Admis-
sion is $20, $15 for seniors and stu-
dents at the door. For information
call (908) 654-5737 or visit
www.thechoralartsocietyofnj.org

Saturday, January 22, 2011 – 8 pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield  

(Corner of Mountain Ave. & Broad Street)

CAS Chorus and Orchestra

$20/$15 Students or Seniors  I  Tickets Available at the Door
For Information Call: 908-654-5737  I  Wheelchair Accessible

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.NJ State Council on the Arts

 Alto: Jeffrey Mandelbaum
 Bass: Mark Watson

Soprano: Ellen Goff Entriken
Tenor: Stephen Sands 

Bach: 
Christmas

CANTATAS 1-3 

Oratorio

Tickets to SP-FHS’s
Hairspray on Sale Now

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rat your hair,
throw on a poodle skirt or skinny tie
and join “The Nicest Kids in Town”
as Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Repertory Theatre stages
Hairspray. Tickets for the March pro-
duction are now on sale.

Hairspray is the story of “pleas-
ingly plump” Tracy Turnblad, who
dreams of dancing on the “Corny
Collins Show” on television in 1962
Baltimore. When that dream comes
true, Tracy is transformed from so-
cial outcast to sudden star, but must
use her newfound power to vanquish
the reigning Teen Queen, win the
affections of heartthrob Link Larkin
and integrate a TV network – all
without denting her ‘do! Hairspray
is a family-friendly, infectious musi-
cal with a message that’s as relevant
today as it was at the time the show
is set in.

When Hairspray, with music and
lyrics by Scotch Plains native Marc
Shaiman and lyrics by Scott Wittman
opened on Broadway, The New York
Times’ Ben Brantley wrote: “Stocked
with canny, deliriously tuneful songs
by Marc Shaiman and Scott
Wittman… Shaiman is taking the
infectious hooks and rhythms from
period pop and R&B and translating
them into the big, bouncy sound that
Broadway demands.”

Performances will be held on Fri-
day, March 11, at 8 p.m., Saturday,
March 12, at 8 p.m.; Sunday, March
13, at 2 p.m. (new time); Thursday,
March 17, at 7 p.m.; Friday, March
18, at 8 p.m. and Saturday, March 19,
at 8 p.m. All shows will take place at
the Manya Ungar Memorial Audito-
rium at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School located at 667 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains.

Tickets can be purchased by e-
mailing reptix@verizon.net. Prices
are $15 for adults, $10 for seniors
(age 60 and up) and $10 for students.
Please include desired performance

dates, number and type of tickets and
total amount due. Checks should
made out to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Repertory Theatre. Payment may be
mailed with ticket orders or made at
the time of ticket pick-up in the front
lobby of SPFHS on Monday or
Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8
p.m. beginning Wednesday, Febru-
ary 2 (no pick up on Monday, Febru-
ary 21).

For questions, call Randi Traiman
at (908) 322-6533

St. Pat’s Parade
Comm. to Host

Bartenders Party
KENILWORTH – The Union

County St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Committee will host its annual Ce-
lebrity Bartenders fundraiser this
Sunday, January 16, from 2 to 7 p.m.
at the Kenilworth Veterans Center
located at 33 South 21st Street,
Kenilworth.

The party will honor long-time
Elizabeth resident Jim Sinnott and
salute the Union County Emerald
Society on their 30th Anniversary.
Entertainment will include The Willie
Lynch Show Band and bagpipers and
drummers.

The Celebrity Bartenders party will
benefit the 2011 Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade, which steps
off at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 12,
on Morris Avenue in Union.

Admission is $5 per person and
includes coffee, tea, cake and hot dogs.

For tickets or more information,
contact Kevin Dowling at (732) 594-
1763 or Kathy Noonan-Rotando at
(908) 352-1477. Tickets are also
available at the door. For more infor-
mation about the 2011 Union County
St. Patrick’s Day Parade,  visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

No Changes Needed at WCP’s I Love You,
You’re Perfect, Now Change

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westifeld Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Perfection is hard
to come by, but the cast in the
Westfield Community Players’
(WCP) latest offering has pretty close
to being there in “I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change,” a musical
comedy by Joe DiPietro and Jimmy
Roberts. There may be two dozen or
more characters presented through-
out the night, but like the original
Off-Broadway production that pre-
miered in New York City in 1996 and
didn’t close until 2008, director
Sherrie Ahlin uses only a cast of four.
The insightful director asks the two
men and two women to portray a
spectrum of emotions and they don’t
disappoint.

 The show itself is loads of fun with
comic sketches or vignettes mixed
with moments of musical theater.
After a brief, if slightly awkward
cosmic introduction set in the dark,
(Think a reading of Genesis with “In
the beginning…”), the show jumps
into the central theme as the cast
members musically get ready for a
date.

 The play’s tag line is “Everything
you have ever secretly thought about
dating, romance, marriage, lovers,
husbands, wives and in-laws, but were
afraid to admit.” This obviously has
hit a chord of reality since the show’s
been translated into 13 languages and
ran for over 5,000 performances in
New York alone. Some of the satire
includes what it means being a part of
the hopeless single scene, having pre-
wedding jitters, dealing with in-laws,
and other aspects of the dance we
humans call love.

 Paul Salvatoriello as Man 2 is a
hoot, especially in “Tear Jerk” where
he’s in a movie theater with his date,
watching a chick flick. His internal
struggle unfolds as he gets drawn
into the sappy story and actually blub-
bers all over the girl. Later, in the
song “On the Highway of Love,”
both Mr. Salvatoriello as the father
and Janet Swaim (Woman 1) as the
mother share their views of his driv-
ing ability and her criticism of it. The
laugh level meter in the theater was
off the Richter scale for that number.

The awkwardness of two socially
inept people on a first date is brought
to life in the hilarious song “A Stud
and A Babe” where Man 1 (Chris
Mortenson) and Ms. Swaim are ador-
ably nerdy while they fantasize about
being the antithesis of who they are.
Ms. Swaim later plays a gal who is in
agony as she waits for a promised
phone call from last night’s date in
the song “He Called Me.”

Donning a black wig for another
number, Ms. Swaim transforms her-
self into Rosie Ritz, a woman record-
ing her video for a dating service.
The adorably performed monologue
is crammed with honesty, heartbreak
and laughs.

Jennifer Hanselman, playing
Woman 2, shows range and versatil-
ity with her singing voice and laud-
able acting in portraying women from
12 to 70. The song “Always a Brides-
maid,” done with country flavor by
Ms. Hanselman, has a clever twist as
do many of the songs.

Throughout the evening, all four
actors get to showcase their vocal

talents. The most poignant of the
night’s numbers is “Shouldn’t I be
less in Love with You?” with Mr.
Salvatoriello and Ms. Hanselman sip-
ping coffee while reading the morn-
ing paper. After 30 years together,
they have weathered “brutal, futile
fights and sleepless nights.” Mr.
Salvatoriello’s voice soars with
strength and emotion.

 Themes of love and relationships
have been explored to death in every
medium, so it’s impressive to see a
show that features relatively fresh
angles on those hackneyed themes.
The intimate WCP playhouse on
North Avenue West is the perfect
venue for this clever show because
with just piano accompaniment —
played masterfully by musical direc-
tor Seth Saltzman — there isn’t need
for amplification. Each juicy, deli-
cious, satiric line is audible. This
show, produced by Kay Macrae and
choreographed by Meridith Johnson,
has something for anyone who hopes
to be in love or who has been in love,
real or imagined.

SUNDAY DRIVE…As a typical dysfunctional family in I Love you, You’re
Perfect, Now Change, Chris Mortenson playing the son, Janet Swain as the
mother, Paul Salvatoriello as the father and Jennifer Hanselman as the daughter,
take a ride in the car. The foursome’s rendition of “On the Highway of Love”
brought down the house with the clever lyrics and familiar phrases of Joe
DiPietro. The formerly Off-Broadway musical comedy, A Series of Vignettes,
runs weekends on January 15 and 16 and 21 and 22.

 Plf. Sym. to Perform
 Perform Free Concert
PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield

Symphony will perform a free
concert on February 5, 3 p.m. at
Shi loh  Bapt is t  Church in
Plainfield.

The concert, Classical Gems,
is a one-hour interactive pops
concert led by guest conductor
Roger Stubblefield with a spe-
cial guest performance by the
Union County TEAMS Charter
School Choir.

The concert is free but donations of
non-perishable food items will be
accepted at the door. All collections
will be donated to Starfish and the
Lord’s Pantry, Plainfield’s local food
pantries.

For more information, visit
www.plainfieldsymphony.org or call
(908) 561-5140.

The Plainfield Symphony, estab-
lished in 1919, is New Jersey’s oldest
community symphony and the third
oldest in the country.

Photo by Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times




