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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
THE NEW MAYOR...Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi is sworn in to office
Sunday by Congressman Leonard Lance (7th-District) as the mayor’s husband
John holds the Bible.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EIFFEL HIGH...This snowman on Summit Avenue in Westfield towers nearly three stories high. The enterprising
construction was made possible from the copious snow in the region of the blizzard of last week.

Lauren Barr for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY NEW YEAR...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky presides over the
town’s annual government reorganization meeting Tuesday night as town ap-
pointments are made.

Mayor: Budget Challenges Will Not
Diminish Services in Westfield

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday night,
the Westfield Town Council held its
annual re-organization meeting,
where many board appointments were
made and Mayor Andy Skibitsky
delivered the State of the Town Ad-
dress.

Mayor Skibitsky told residents that
with the town facing a 2 percent bud-
get cap and decreases in both revenue
and state aid, “the issues are complex
and the stakes are high.” However, he
assured residents that the governing
body and the town’s employees are
“committed to maintaining a high
level of service.”

The mayor expressed his “deepest

appreciation” to all of the residents
who volunteer to serve on boards and
commissions, and went on to thank
all of the town employees who agreed
to 0-percent raises, givebacks and
furloughs to help the town meet its
budget needs.

He said that while the budget issue
“appears bleak…I am convinced there
is much to be optimistic about.”
Mayor Skibitsky also thanked “all of
the residents who have put Westfield
first,” and continued to keep the down-
town thriving.

The council committees for 2011
include Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca as Finance Policy chair-
man; Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan as Public Safety chair-

woman; Fourth Ward Councilman
James Foerst as Code Review and
Town Property chairman, and Frank
Arena as Public Works chairman.

Councilman Foerst was reap-
pointed as the council’s Planning
Board liaison. Robert Newell, Tho-
mas Walsh, Dan Clifford, Mark
LoGrippo and Kris McAloon also
were appointed to the planning board.

Other reappointments included
Robert Cockren as town attorney;
Anthony Prieto as municipal pros-
ecutor; Gavin Handwerker as public
defender and Frederick Danser, 3rd
as labor attorney.

Jamie Chaves was appointed to the
Special Improvement District (SID)
board as the Merchant designee. Lee
Hale also was appointed to a two-
year term on the SID board and Coun-
cilman Ciarrocca will serve as the
council designee, while Shawn Hanna
will serve as the Mayor Designee.

Mark Doherty, Mary Alice Ryan,
Jack Schwetji and Andrew
Wasserman all were appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment.

The mayor closed the meeting by
wishing everyone a happy and pros-
perous New Year. Daniel Aschenbach Takes Over

As New Mayor of Cranford

Quattrocchi Takes Oath as
New Mayor of Garwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Patricia
Quattrocchi took over as the second
woman mayor in the borough’s 170-
year history and the first Republican
mayor in years as the GOP officially
took a 4-3 majority on the governing
body during its reorganization meet-
ing Sunday afternoon. Also sworn in
was new GOP council members
James Mathieu and Victor DeFilippo.
Mr. DeFilippo previously served on
council from 2005-2007.

A 30-year resident, Mayor
Quattrocchi is no stranger to politics
as she previously served as a council-
woman and made four unsuccessful
bids for a seat on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

In a letter from Governor Chris
Christie, read by John Quattrocchi,
husband of the new mayor and GOP
chairman in the borough, the Gover-
nor said Mayor Quattrocchi “serves
as a role model for all women run-
ning for office or seeking to establish
a career in government.”

In her inaugural address the new
mayor said it was “undeniable that

2011 will bring many new challenges
for all of us personally and of course
for the borough as well.”

“We would be kidding ourselves if
we thought for one minute that there
would not be difficult decisions for
this council to make. And we would
be kidding ourselves if we did not
recognize that all of us sitting up here
have brought our own personal bag-
gage, both good and bad, to the task
of governing; baggage that we can-
not allow to get in the way of sound
decision making which should be
based on what knowledge we have
gleaned from our life experiences
and not our emotions or political per-
suasions,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.
“…I feel confident that though we
will have our differences all of us
here desire to work in concert with
each other to do what will benefit the
current residents and the future resi-
dents of the borough.”

She urged residents to e-mail, call
or visit borough hall where she vowed
to “be regular presence there.”

In conclusion she told a packed yet
quant council chambers, “It will be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Democrats took
the majority on Cranford Township
Council as committee members Mark
Smith, who served as mayor in 2010,
and Martha Garcia, deputy mayor
last year, were replaced by Demo-
crats Kevin Campbell and Edward
O’Malley.

Mr. Campbell and Mr. O’Malley
join Democrat Daniel Aschenbach
and Republicans Mark Dugan and
David W. Robinson on the five-seat
township committee. The committee
then voted Mr. Aschenbach as the
township committee chairman and
mayor for 2011.

Among other appointments made
by the new mayor, Cranford High
School freshman Matthew Cohen was
appointed to serve a three-year term
on the Historic Preservation Advi-
sory Board.

“Matthew [Cohen] is the Fresh-
man Class President and will serve
well on this board,” Mayor
Aschenbach stated. Cohen was not
identified at this meeting.

Cranford resident and Union
County Freeholder, Bette Jane
Kowalski, was appointed to a three-
year term on the township’s tree ad-
visory board. Ms. Kowalski was also
present at the meeting and swore in
committee member Edward
O’Malley. The mayor also appointed
Union County Republican Party
chairman Phil Morin to a special Af-
fordable Housing Task Force.

“This bipartisan task force will fo-
cus on Cranford’s affordable housing
issue and make recommendations on
next steps,” Mayor Aschenbach com-

mented. “A major focus will be to
guard against the proposed overde-
velopment of the community.” In ad-
dition to Phil Morin, the task force
will also include Lynda Feder, Ann
Darby, Andy Lanset, Kevin Illing,
William Montani, Joan Collins, Lou
Koehler and Mr. Campbell.

The mayor also noted that March
14, 2011 marks the 140th anniver-
sary of Cranford’s incorporation as a
township, and that there will be a
celebration to commemorate that oc-
casion.

“This may have to be a low-budget
celebration,” the mayor warned, “but
some things we should do include
placement of historic photos in the
municipal building, fundraising to
restore Depression-era murals and
have them placed in the municipal
chamber, and the development of a
plan to restore the historic Droechers
Mill area.”

The most hotly debated topic at the
reorganization meeting was the ap-
pointment of Daniel McCarthy of the
Cranford law firm Rogut McCarthy
LLC, to the position of township at-
torney. Another attorney at his firm,
Steven Rogut, serves as the bond
attorney in both Cranford and
Garwood.

“Dan [McCarthy] has been a life-
long resident of Cranford,” Mayor
Aschenback stated, explaining his
support of Mr. McCarthy, “as the
township committee tried to make a
decision as to what qualities a town-

ship attorney should have, Dan fit an
important part of that description
which is someone who is invested in
the community.”

“Mr. McCarthy clearly is local and
has the resume [we are looking for],”
committee member David Robinson
stated, “[however] Mr. McCarthy did
not participate in [the Request for
Qualifications process] therefore I
don’t think he should be considered.”

The Request For Qualifications
(RFQ) Process is part of a “pay to
play” process that defines how a
municipality in New Jersey is allowed
to award a contract to service pro-
vider. There are three Pay-to-Play
processes available: “fair and open,”
“non-fair and open,” and “exigency.”
Of these three processes, “fair and
open” is defined as a “best practice.”

“[Following the fair and open pro-
cess] is not per se a requirement,” Mr.
Robinson explained to The Westfield
Leader, “but the more deviations from
best practices, the worse [Cranford
is] going to be” in terms of how much
state aid it receives at the end of the
year. In 2010, Cranford’s state aid
was cut by $745,000. In 2011, that
reduction could be even larger as a
penalty for failure to follow best prac-
tices.

“The three attorneys that did sub-
mit [through the RFQ Process] we
just did not believe they would be the
good selection,” Mayor Aschenbach
explained. “There’s no requirement

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mountainside Council
Members Begin Terms

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Council-
woman Deanna Andre, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer and Councilman
Jeffrey Wass were sworn in to new
terms during Tuesday night’s reorga-
nization of the borough council.

“This year was challenging as the
new mayor. When our new state gov-
ernment announced there would be
cuts in state aid, I promised I would
govern the Borough of Mountainside
in a fiscally responsible manner,”
Mayor Mirabelli said. The mayor was
elected to a four-year term in Novem-
ber after being named to the post
following the death of long-time
mayor Robert Viglianti in 2009.

Mayor Mirabelli told citizens that
the taxpayers’ money was put to good
use last year with many new youth
programs created, renovations to the
library, roads paved and the commu-
nity basketball court expanded to
regulation size.

“It warms my heart to see the kids
playing ball where we used to play,”
Mayor Mirabelli said.

He announced that the
Mountainside Community Pool gen-
erated a lot of revenue this past year
and was awarded the third best com-
munity pool in New Jersey designa-
tion by Inside NJ Magazine.

“In some instances we achieved
more with a smaller budget, and I am
proud of the leadership and volun-
teers in this community. By continu-
ing to show this kind of leadership,
we will continue to keep
Mountainside a great place to live,”
Mayor Mirabelli said in closing.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Thomas Fortunato For The Westfield Leader
MAYOR FOR 2011…Committeeman Dan Aschenbach is sworn in as township
mayor for 2011 at the Cranford Township Committee’s reorganization meeting
Tuesday night.

Mandy Russell for The Westfield Leader
BEGINNING A FULL TERM…Mayor Paul Mirabelli is administered the oath
of office by Municipal Judge James DeRose to begin a full, four-year mayoral
term during Tuesday’s reorganization meeting of the Mountainside Council.
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Don’t believe
Allstate®

is affordable?

Ron Bansky
(908) 301-0711
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

CALL ME ON IT.
Everyone’s cutting back, but doing so
doesn’t  mean  you  have  to  cut  your
coverage.  Truth  is,  customers  who
switched  from  GEICO  to  Allstate®
saved  an  average  of  $468  a  year.
Just  call  to  find  out  how  much  you
can save.

Savings based on national customer data for new policies written in 2009. Actual savings vary. Coverage
and discounts subject to terms, conditions, and qualifications. Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty
Insurance Company: Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company.

Courtesy of Robert Herber
READING THE RAPIDS...Pictured holding a copy of The Westfield Leader in the
Grand Canyon, Eric and Emma Herber recently completed 187 miles of white
water rafting on the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon.

Courtesy of Donna Canavan
FROSTY JOLLY 2011...His and her snowmen adorn the lawn of 854 Shadowlawn
Drive in Westfield greeting passersby with Happy 2011.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SURVIVAL...Firemen, police and the rescue squad extricate the young male
driver from the twisted wreck during a headon automobile collision on Monday
afternoon on Central Avenue in Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FLOWERS AND A SMOOCH...Joe Britt, Republican Party Chair in Fanwood,
presents returning Democratic Councilwoman Kathleen Mitchell a bouquet and
congratulations during the Borough’s reorganization meeting on Sunday.

an awesome honor to serve the Bor-
ough of Garwood as your mayor.”

Councilman Mathieu said he hopes
to represent the “the people who don’t
show up for these council meetings
but (receive) a tax bill every year.”

In other business, the council
elected Tim Hak as council president
for 2011. A Republican, he was
elected to the governing body in 2009.
Other changes at borough hall are a
switch in borough attorneys from
Robert Renaud to Joseph Triarsi of
Cranford-based Triarsi, Betancourt
& Wukovits, LLC. Mr. Triarsi has
represented Union County, Clark,
Garwood and Carteret and the Union
County Improvement Authority in
the past. Also appointed was Robert
Donovan as municipal prosecutor,
replacing Steve Merman who, in turn,
was named alternate prosecutor in
Cranford. Mr. Donovan previously
was prosecutor in Cranford. Scott

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council Scotch Plains Mayor Looks
To Trenton for Tax Fix
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool began her third year as
mayor telling residents that the an-
swer to property tax relief “lies in the
hands of our Governor and Legisla-
ture.”

In her New Year’s Day address at
the township council’s reorganiza-
tion meeting last Saturday afternoon,
the mayor said the solution to rising
property taxes lies “not in a 2 percent
[property tax] cap full of holes, it’s
not in reducing teacher and superin-
tendent salaries, it’s not in taking
away municipal home rule to the point
where we’ve been rendered useless.”

She called for state officials to work
on establishing a more equitable fund-
ing solution for schools. “We can’t
live with this property tax structure
much longer,” she said.

Mayor Malool pleaded for state
legislators, including State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (LD-22, Linden) and
Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22,
Plainfield), who attended the January
1 meeting, to “go back to Trenton and

make this a priority; light a fire under
your colleagues.”

Mrs. Malool also ticked off a list of
her goals for 2011, including vowing
to explore increased shared services
opportunities not only with Fanwood
but with other towns as well. She
acknowledged last year’s “promised
success and expansion of shared ser-
vices with Fanwood hasn’t panned
out,” but said she was optimistic that
partnerships could be established with
other towns “so we can accomplish
what eluded us last year.”

The mayor called for further im-
provement in communication be-
tween the municipal government and
residents, admitting that there had
been “several times in this past year
when our weaknesses in this area
have become apparent,” namely the
rash of northside burglaries in the
fall, the continued lack of understand-
ing on the part of some residents
about the sewer utility fee, leaf pickup
problems and snow removal efforts
during last week’s blizzard. She said
she hoped to be able to “coordinate
all of our communications so that our
website, our television station, our
emergency alert system and even our
phone system are all working
seamlessly to insure that our resi-
dents are receiving up to date, com-
prehensive information.”

In a further move to boost the level
of communication with residents, the
council will hold its conference meet-
ings in the council chambers, instead
of a smaller conference room, on the
first Tuesday of each month. The
mayor said she hoped this change
encourages more residents to attend
so that they can “see the thought
process of the council.”

Mrs. Malool also pledged a re-
newed push to make Scotch Plains a
“more environmentally conscious
community,” saying that the long-
planned community garden would be
established this year. She also vowed
continued support for the efforts of
the Scotch Plains Management Corp.
in revitalizing the business district.

At the start of the meeting, Demo-
cratic Councilman Kevin Glover was
sworn in for a second term, accompa-
nied by his wife, Joanne. Democrat
Michael Marcus also took the oath,
supported by his wife and children.
Republican William Vastine was also
sworn in, accompanied by his wife,
two children and Mr. Vastine’s mother,
a recently retired 42-year veteran of
the Texas Legislature. Councilwoman
Mary DePaola was chosen to serve as
deputy mayor for 2011.

A number of dignitaries were
present, including the aforementioned
state legislators, Union County free-
holders Alexander Mirabella and John
Hudak, former Governor Donald
DiFrancesco, former mayors Will-
iam McClintock and Martin Marks
and former councilwoman Paulette
Coronato.

Fanwood’s Mitchell, Parenti
Begin New Council Terms

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Democratic Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell and Republi-
can Councilman Anthony Parenti were
sworn in for new three-year terms on the
Borough Council Sunday during the gov-
erning body’s annual reorganization meet-
ing, which began at noon at Fanwood
Borough Hall.

Ms. Mitchell is beginning her fifth
term on the council dais, while Mr. Parenti
is starting his second. Their General Elec-
tion victory in November means the six-
member council remains split 3-3 be-
tween Democrats and Republicans.
Democratic Mayor Colleen Mahr serves
as tiebreaker if necessary.

Attendees packed the council cham-
bers for the meeting, which, like other
years, drew a “who’s who” of past and
current officials. Among those on hand
were Assemblywoman and former
Fanwood mayor Linda Stender (LD-22),
former Fanwood mayor Theodore “Ted”
Trumpp, former council representatives
David Trumpp, William Populus, Donna
Dolce, Jack Molenaar, Stuart Kline and
Bob McCarthy, and Scotch Plains Coun-
cilman Kevin Glover. Union County Free-
holders Alexander Mirabella and Chris
Hudak also were in attendance and of-
fered congratulatory remarks.

Following the invocation led by Father
Donald Hummel, Mayor Mahr adminis-
tered the oath of office to Councilwoman
Mitchell, who was accompanied by her
sister, Janice Mitchell, and several other
relatives. Asw. Stender swore in Mr.
Parenti, who was joined for the occasion
by his wife, Sally, and 11 other family
members.

Democratic Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler was elected council president
and also was reappointed to a one-year
term as governing body representative to
the Fanwood Planning Board. Ms.
Mitchell was reappointed as council rep-
resentative to the Union County Revenue
Sharing Committee.

Mayor Mahr administered the oath of
office to Prosecutor Daniel Antonelli,
Public Defender Michelle Jaker and of-
ficers of the Fanwood Rescue Squad.

The governing body approved its ap-
pointment of borough officials for 2011,
as well as the mayor’s appointment of
members of boards, commissions, com-
mittees and standing committees, and the
mayor’s appointment of boards and com-
missions with council consent. Addition-
ally, elected officials adopted a series of
resolutions, among them a resolution ap-
proving the governing body’s Year 2011
temporary budget. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times again was designated as
one of the official media for borough
advertising for 2011.

The concept of community over poli-
tics was the dominant theme during the
meeting. Joe Britt, chairman of the
Fanwood Republican Committee, com-
mended both Councilman Parenti and
Councilwoman Mitchell for their ser-
vice. Mr. Britt presented each with trib-
utes, including a bouquet for Ms. Mitchell.

Mr. Britt noted that Mr. Parenti, de-
spite already chairing the council’s bud-
get committee and undergoing medical
treatment, had accepted the local GOP’s
invitation to run for reelection, even cam-
paigning door-to-door. “We are very
proud of the job he’s done, and the people
of Fanwood are very proud,” said Mr.
Britt.

Of Ms. Mitchell, Mr. Britt said she

demonstrates her commitment to the bor-
ough “every day, every time you see her.”
He also called her “a good neighbor and
one of the outstanding citizens of this
town.”

Mr. Molenaar, vice-chairman of the
Fanwood Democratic Committee, ech-
oed those sentiments regarding Ms.
Mitchell’s long service.

Mayor Mahr praised council mem-
bers’ commitment to serving their con-
stituents, and commended municipal de-
partments in helping to maintain services
to residents in the face of fiscal chal-
lenges. She noted that, with the coopera-
tion of Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo, the borough became the first Union
County community to have the county
police handle its emergency response dis-
patches, which is projected to save the
borough more than $240,000 over three
years.

The mayor additionally spotlighted
continued exploration during the past year
of potential shared-service opportunities
and ongoing progress with downtown
development in the form of new build-
ings, housing options and businesses.

Mayor Mahr lauded Fanwood’s po-
lice, fire and public works departments,
as well as its rescue squad, for their col-
lective handling of the December 26 storm
that blanketed the borough with some 23
inches of snow.

Marinelli was reappointed as
Garwood public defender.

Garwood’s new municipal judge is
Antonio Inacio, replacing Susan
MacMullen, who was reappointed as
judge in Fanwood. Mr. Inacio, who
serves as municipal judge in Clark
and Scotch Plains, was appointed to a
three-year term. The offices of bor-
ough attorney, prosecutor and public
defender are all annual appointments.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), who
swore in the mayor and Councilman
Mathieu, pledged to work together
with the mayor and council. Mean-
while, Bruce Paterson, who was
named to the borough’s planning
board, said provided as a gift for the
new mayor several books, “The Stu-
pidest Things Republicans Ever
Said,” “The Nastiest Things Ever Said
About Democrats,” and “The Nasti-
est Things Ever Said About Republi-
cans.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) presented a state Legisla-
tive resolution acknowledging now
former mayor Dennis McCarthy “for
all your great work.”

Other dignitaries in the council
chambers were Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), who
swore in Councilman Victor
DeFilippo, Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (LD-21, Summit), Hillside
Mayor Joseph Menza, Kenilworth
Mayor Kathi Fiamingo, former
Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen and
former Councilwoman Paulette
Coronoto, and former Summit Coun-
cilman Al Dill.

GW Council Must Be Willing to Turn
An Open Ear to Residents for Input

Editor’s Note: The following speech
was delivered by Garwood Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi at Sunday’s meeting.

When I moved to Garwood some 30
years ago, I was a young mom with four
children ages eight years down to seven
months. If anyone had told me at that time
that I would be sworn in as mayor of the
borough someday, I would have thought
them to be crazy and probably told them
as much. You see, in those days my
thoughts revolved around diaper changes,
P and J sandwiches and getting whoever
needed to be, out the door to school and
work on time. I was an at-home wife and
mom without the slightest notion that,
shortly, I would find myself abruptly
returning to the workforce. After almost
a 10-year hiatus I was to become reac-
quainted with what was going on in the
world outside of my domestic domain
and how it impacted on my personal life.

Things can and do change with the
blink of an eye, our everyday lives go on
and our priorities and interests change,
usually according to what is necessary to
ensure our survival, and so we all experi-
ence what can only be referred to as “life
between the plans.” The life experiences
that we encounter living between the
plans not only impact strongly on our
decision-making styles, but also on how
we view issues and go about problem
solving, both alone and in tandem with
others.

It is undeniable that 2011 will bring
with it many new challenges for all of us
personally and, of course, for the bor-
ough as well. We would be kidding our-
selves if we thought for one minute that

there would not be difficult decisions for
this council to make. And we would also
be kidding ourselves if we did not recog-
nize that all of us sitting up here have
brought along our own personal baggage,
both good and bad to the task of govern-
ing. Baggage that we cannot allow to get
in the way of sound decision making
which should be based on what knowl-
edge we have gleaned from our life expe-
riences and not our emotions or political
persuasions.

As a group we are embarking into
uncharted territory along with many other
governing bodies here in New Jersey; we
have lots of company. We all will be
navigating our way around new expecta-
tions and requirements for municipal op-
erations with the ultimate goal being to
lessen the tax burden on our residents
while providing the services that they
deserve and have come to expect. I feel
confident that though we will have our
differences, all of us here desire to work
in concert with each other to do what will
benefit the current residents and the fu-
ture residents of our borough. We all
know that the coming budget cycle will
be a true test of our ability to respect each
other and work together recognizing and
putting to optimal use each other’s spe-
cial talents and professional expertise
and experience.

Further, to successfully complete what
this council has been charged with we
must be willing to turn an open ear to the
residents of the borough for their input. I
want to urge them not to be afraid to voice
their concerns and ideas because, after
all, it is their tax dollars that we are being

entrusted with, and that goes for not only
property owners but for our renters as
well. In this age of digital communica-
tions contacting the governing body can
be accomplished with the simple execu-
tion of the send button on an e-mail, a
telephone call with voice mail or just
stopping into the borough hall, as I intend
to be a regular presence there.

In closing, I want to commend the
DPW for their dedication during the re-
cent weather emergency as I personally
witnessed them in the middle of the night
during the height of the storm ensuring
that our rescue squad had free access for
the ambulances should the need arise to
respond to a call. I want to thank every-
one as well who has given freely of their
valuable time and talents to the borough
over the years when called upon to serve.

I want to recognize our fabulous police
and fire departments for their commit-
ment to the borough and lastly the bor-
ough administrator and the staff in bor-
ough hall who have worked to help make
this transition as seamless as possible.
Thank you to my family and friends for
your undying patience and to my hus-
band for believing in me and, of course, to
everyone here on the dais and in the
administration going forward.

And lastly from my family to all of
your families a happy, healthy and pros-
perous 2011, and may the twists and turns
of your life between the plans lead to as
wonderful an outcome as mine has, it will
be an awesome honor to serve the bor-
ough of Garwood as your mayor.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

Tuesday night’s reorganization
meeting of the borough council be-
gan with Mountainside Police Chief
James Debbie, Jr. paying tribute to
the department’s officers for their
work in 2010.

“Just last season, our department
responded to 12,000 calls, and I am
pretty sure most of them happened
this past Monday during the snow
storm,” Chief Debbie joked. “I am
pretty sure I heard more snow is com-
ing.”

Patrolman Shaun Bendik was the
first to receive an award of recogni-
tion for his two drug busts in one day.
Officer Bendik pulled over a motor
vehicle for speeding and noticed drugs
on the front seat. He was able to arrest
the suspect and confiscate the drugs.
Later on that day, he pulled over a
vehicle for a failed inspection sticker,
to find three men in the vehicle with
narcotics present. In one day, Officer
Bendik arrested four men in posses-
sion of drugs.

Sergeant Tom Murphy and Patrol-
man Mike Pasquale were recognized
for their efforts in connection with a
robbery that occurred at the Vine
Liquor store. Officer Pasquale was
able to catch up to the suspect’s ve-
hicle and pull over the suspects.

“The officers did a great job, and
even found the stolen bottles in the
backseat, which were returned to the
store owner unharmed,” Chief Debbie
said.

The officers caught up with the
fourth suspect, who was hiding out
behind a local gas station with an
open bottle of Johnny Walker Blue
when he was arrested.

On July 31, Officer Richard Huber
was called to Berkeley Heights, where
it was claimed that a student stole the
wallet of a woman who had plans to
travel out of the country the next day.
The young man admitted to him that
he did indeed steal the wallet, and it
was returned to its owner.

Patrolman Jeffrey Stinner and Pa-
trolman Christopher Feighner were
awarded for their work on a residen-
tial burglary case. When the officers
arrived at the residence they saw the
garage door open and a female stand-
ing in the garage crying. A man be-
hind her was holding a hammer tool
in each hand, threatening to kill the
woman if the officers did not leave.
Chief Debbie said the officers fo-
cused on getting the woman out of
the garage to safety. Both officers
drew their weapons, which led the
suspect to drop his weapons, and no
one was harmed, Chief Debbie said.

“It turns out the call was not a
burglary, but a domestic violence
between two brothers, which could
have been very dangerous,” Chief
Debbie said.

Also recognized during the meet-
ing were members of the
Mountainside Fire Department and
rescue squad. They were appointed
to designated positions and sworn in
by Judge James DeRose, whom, along
with Mayor Mirabelli, welcomed the
volunteer fire department’s new chief,
Peter Esemplare.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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that we take someone from that list.”
The mayor explained that Mr.
McCarthy did, in fact, submit a copy
of his qualifications to the board,
although it was not submitted in re-
sponse to the original notice.

“There is no statement at all in [Mr.
McCarthy’s submission] as to the fee
proposal,” Mr. Robinson told The
Westfield Leader. “I don’t know how
we can go out and award a contract
when we don’t have that.”

According to the mayor, all com-
mittee members were originally in
agreement that Robert Renaud of
Cranford law firm Palumbo & Renaud
would be appointed as the township
attorney. However, Mr. Renaud, who
was not reappointed as borough at-
torney in Garwood where Republi-
cans took the majority, decided to
withdraw at the last minute.

“It’s not like we just showed up
here today and appointed
[McCarthy]!” the mayor stated,
“that’s the misnomer here: [the Re-
publicans] make it sound like it wasn’t
open and fair, and it was. It was
decided today at an open meeting
surrounded by people — we didn’t
slip it under the door!”

Other key appointments were the
reappointment of John DeMassi of
the law firm Schiller & Pittenger as
public defender, Norman Albert of
the law firm Albert DiRado & Kojac
as prosecutor, replacing Robert
Donovan who, subsequently, was
named prosecutor in Garwood. In
addition, former Garwood prosecu-
tor Steve Merman was named alter-
nate prosecutor in Cranford.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS...The Township of Scotch Plains held its reorganization meeting on January 1, 2011, as new councilmen were sworn in. Pictured, left to right are: First photo, Township Clerk Bozena Lacina, Assemblyman Jerry Green, Councilman
Kevin Glover and his wife, Joanne; Second photo, Senator Nicholas Scutari, Councilman Mickey Marcus with his wife, Shari, and their children, Mitch and Amanda; Third photo, Mayor Nancy Malool, Councilman William “Bo” Vastine with his
wife,  Florence.

Courtesy of the Miller Family for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IT’S SNOW FUN...The Miller family of Cooper Road in Scotch Plains built this
big snowman, over seven feet tall. Sara, 10, and Rebecca, 13, attend Terrill Middle
School. Their sister, Rebecca, 15 (not shown), attends Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. Their dad helped a lot and their mother provided the carrot.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLOWERS AND A SMOOCH...Joe Britt, Republican Party chairman in Fanwood, presents returning Democratic Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell with a bouquet and congratulations during the borough’s reorganization meeting on Sunday.

Marcus, Vastine Join SP Council;
Mayor Looks to Trenton on Taxes

Fanwood’s Mitchell and Parenti
Begin New Council Terms

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Nancy
Malool began her third year as mayor
telling residents that the answer to prop-
erty tax relief “lies in the hands of our
Governor and Legislature.”

In her New Year’s Day address at
the governing body’s reorganization
meeting last Saturday afternoon, the
mayor said the solution to rising prop-
erty taxes lies “not in a 2-percent
[property tax] cap full of holes, it’s
not in reducing teacher and superin-
tendent salaries, it’s not in taking

away municipal home rule to the point
where we’ve been rendered useless.”

She called for state officials to work
on establishing a more equitable fund-
ing solution for schools. “We can’t
live with this property tax structure
much longer,” she said.

Mayor Malool pleaded for state
legislators, including State Senator
Nicholas Scutari (LD-22, Linden) and
Assemblyman Jerry Green (LD-22,
Plainfield), who attended the Janu-
ary 1 meeting, to “go back to Trenton
and make this a priority; light a fire
under your colleagues.”

Mrs. Malool also ticked off a list of
her goals for 2011, including vowing
to explore increased shared services
opportunities not only with Fanwood
but with other towns as well. She
acknowledged last year’s “promised
success and expansion of shared ser-
vices with Fanwood hasn’t panned
out,” but said she was optimistic that
partnerships could be established with
other towns “so we can accomplish
what eluded us last year.”

The mayor called for further im-
provement in communication be-
tween the municipal government and
residents, admitting that there had
been “several times in this past year
when our weaknesses in this area
have become apparent,” namely the
rash of northside burglaries in the
fall, the continued lack of understand-
ing on the part of some residents
about the sewer utility fee, leaf pickup
problems and snow removal efforts
during last week’s blizzard.

She said she hoped to be able to
“coordinate all of our communica-
tions so that our website, our televi-
sion station, our emergency alert sys-
tem and even our phone system are
all working seamlessly to insure that
our residents are receiving up to date,
comprehensive information.”

In a further move to boost the level
of communication with residents, the
council will hold its conference meet-
ings in the council chambers, instead
of a smaller conference room, on the
first Tuesday of each month. The mayor
said she hoped this change encour-
ages more residents to attend so that
they can “see the thought process of
the council.”

Mrs. Malool also pledged a re-
newed push to make Scotch Plains a
“more environmentally conscious
community,” saying that the long-
planned community garden would be
established this year. She also vowed
continued support for the efforts of
the Scotch Plains Management Corp.
in revitalizing the business district.

At the start of the meeting, Demo-
cratic Councilman Kevin Glover was
sworn in for a second term, accompa-
nied by his wife, Joanne. Democrat
Michael Marcus also took the oath,
supported by his wife and children.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Democratic Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell and
Republican Councilman Anthony
Parenti were sworn in for new three-
year terms on the Borough Council
Sunday during the governing body’s
annual reorganization meeting,
which began at noon at Fanwood
Borough Hall.

Ms. Mitchell is beginning her fifth
term on the council dais, while Mr.
Parenti is starting his second. Their
General Election victory in Novem-
ber means the six-member council
remains split 3-3 between Democrats
and Republicans. Democratic Mayor
Colleen Mahr serves as tiebreaker if
necessary.

Attendees packed the council
chambers for the meeting, which,
like other years, drew a “who’s who”
of past and current officials. Among
those on hand were Assemblywoman
and former Fanwood mayor Linda
Stender (LD-22), former Fanwood
mayor Theodore “Ted” Trumpp,
former council representatives David
Trumpp, William Populus, Donna
Dolce, Jack Molenaar, Stuart Kline
and Bob McCarthy, and Scotch Plains
Councilman Kevin Glover. Union
County Freeholders Alexander
Mirabella and Chris Hudak also were
in attendance and offered congratu-
latory remarks.

Following the invocation led by
Father Donald Hummel, Mayor Mahr
administered the oath of office to
Councilwoman Mitchell, who was
accompanied by her sister, Janice
Mitchell, and several other relatives.
Asw. Stender swore in Mr. Parenti,

who was joined for the occasion by
his wife, Sally, and 11 other family
members.

Democratic Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler was elected council presi-
dent and also was reappointed to a
one-year term as governing body
representative to the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board. Ms. Mitchell was reap-
pointed as council representative to
the Union County Revenue Sharing
Committee.

Mayor Mahr administered the oath
of office to Prosecutor Daniel
Antonelli, Public Defender Michelle
Jaker and officers of the Fanwood
Rescue Squad.

The governing body approved its
appointment of borough officials for
2011, as well as the mayor’s appoint-
ment of members of boards, commis-
sions, committees and standing com-
mittees, and the mayor’s appointment
of boards and commissions with
council consent. Additionally, elected
officials adopted a series of resolu-
tions, among them a resolution ap-
proving the governing body’s Year
2011 temporary budget. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times again was
designated as one of the official me-
dia for borough advertising for 2011.

The concept of community over
politics was the dominant theme dur-
ing the meeting. Joe Britt, chairman
of the Fanwood Republican Com-
mittee, commended both Council-
man Parenti and Councilwoman
Mitchell for their service. Mr. Britt

presented each with tributes, includ-
ing a bouquet for Ms. Mitchell.

Mr. Britt noted that Mr. Parenti,
despite already chairing the council’s
budget committee and undergoing
medical treatment, had accepted the
local GOP’s invitation to run for re-
election, even campaigning door-to-
door. “We are very proud of the job
he’s done, and the people of Fanwood
are very proud,” said Mr. Britt.

Of Ms. Mitchell, Mr. Britt said she
demonstrates her commitment to the
borough “every day, every time you
see her.” He also called her “a good
neighbor and one of the outstanding
citizens of this town.”

Mr. Molenaar, vice-chairman of
the Fanwood Democratic Commit-
tee, echoed those sentiments regard-
ing Ms. Mitchell’s long service. Ref-
erencing her 12 years on the govern-
ing body, he lightheartedly said Ms.
Mitchell hopes to “eventually have
someone vote for her whose birth she
announced on the council.”

In her own remarks, Mayor Mahr
said Fanwood “remains a wonderful,
vibrant close-knit community that we
all love.” She praised council mem-
bers’ ongoing commitment to serv-
ing their constituents, and also com-
mended municipal departments in
helping to maintain services to resi-
dents in the face of fiscal challenges,
including a reduction in state aid.

Mayor Mahr also reflected on vari-
ous borough highlights from 2010.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Quattrocchi Takes Oath as
New Mayor in Garwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Patricia
Quattrocchi took over as the second
woman mayor in the borough’s 170-
year history and the first Republican
mayor in years as the GOP officially
took a 4-3 majority on the governing
body during its reorganization meet-
ing Sunday afternoon. Also sworn in
was new GOP council members
James Mathieu and Victor DeFilippo.
Mr. DeFilippo previously served on
council from 2005-2007.

A 30-year resident, Mayor
Quattrocchi is no stranger to politics
as she previously served as a council-
woman and made four unsuccessful
bids for a seat on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

In a letter from Governor Chris
Christie, read by John Quattrocchi,
husband of the new mayor and GOP
chairman in the borough, the Gover-
nor said Mayor Quattrocchi “serves
as a role model for all women run-
ning for office or seeking to establish
a career in government.”

In her inaugural address the new
mayor said it was “undeniable that
2011 will bring many new challenges

for all of us personally and of course
for the borough as well.”

“We would be kidding ourselves if
we thought for one minute that there
would not be difficult decisions for
this council to make. And we would
be kidding ourselves if we did not
recognize that all of us sitting up here

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Aschenbach Takes Over As
Cranford Township Mayor

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Democrats took
the majority on Cranford Township
Council as committee members Mark
Smith, who served as mayor in 2010,
and Martha Garcia, deputy mayor
last year, were replaced by Demo-
crats Kevin Campbell and Edward
O’Malley.

Mr. Campbell and Mr. O’Malley
join Democrat Daniel Aschenbach
and Republicans Mark Dugan and
David W. Robinson on the five-seat
township committee. The committee
then voted Mr. Aschenbach as the

township committee chairman and
mayor for 2011.

Among other appointments made
by the new mayor, Cranford High
School freshman Matthew Cohen was
appointed to serve a three-year term
on the Historic Preservation Advi-
sory Board.

“Matthew [Cohen] is the Fresh-
man Class President and will serve
well on this board,” Mayor
Aschenbach stated. Cohen was not
identified at this meeting.

Cranford resident and Union
County Freeholder, Bette Jane

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD REORGANIZATION...The borough held its annual reorganization meeting on Sunday, January 2, 2011. Pictured, left to right are: First photo, Union County Freeholder and borough resident Al Mirabella addresses the audience; Second
photo, Mayor Colleen Mahr swears in members of the volunteer rescue squad; Third photo, Assemblywoman and borough resident Linda Stender swears in returning Republican Councilman Tony Parenti.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE NEW MAYOR...Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi is sworn in to office
Sunday by Congressman Leonard Lance (7th-District), as the mayor’s husband,
John, holds the Bible.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SURVIVAL...Firefighters, police and the rescue squad extricate the young male
driver from the twisted wreck during a headon automobile collision on Monday
afternoon on Central Avenue in Westfield.

Courtesy of Robert Herber
READING THE RAPIDS...Pictured holding a copy of The Westfield Leader in the
Grand Canyon, Eric and Emma Herber recently completed 187 miles of white
water rafting on the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon.

Kowalski, was appointed to a three-
year term on the township’s tree ad-
visory board. Ms. Kowalski was also
present at the meeting and swore in
committee member Edward
O’Malley. The mayor also appointed
Union County Republican Party
chairman Phil Morin to a special Af-
fordable Housing Task Force.

“This bipartisan task force will fo-
cus on Cranford’s affordable housing
issue and make recommendations on
next steps,” Mayor Aschenbach com-
mented. “A major focus will be to
guard against the proposed overde-
velopment of the community.” In ad-
dition to Phil Morin, the task force
will also include Lynda Feder, Ann
Darby, Andy Lanset, Kevin Illing,
William Montani, Joan Collins, Lou
Koehler and Mr. Campbell.

The mayor also noted that March
14, 2011 marks the 140th anniver-
sary of Cranford’s incorporation as a
township, and that there will be a
celebration for that occasion.

“This may have to be a low-budget
celebration,” the mayor warned, “but
some things we should do include
placement of historic photos in the
municipal building, fundraising to
restore Depression-era murals and
have them placed in the municipal
chamber, and the development of a
plan to restore the historic Droechers
Mill area.”

The most hotly debated topic at the
reorganization meeting was the ap-
pointment of Daniel McCarthy of the
Cranford law firm Rogut McCarthy
LLC, to the position of township at-
torney. Another attorney at his firm,
Steven Rogut, serves as the bond
attorney in both Cranford and
Garwood.

“Dan [McCarthy] has been a life-
long resident of Cranford,” Mayor
Aschenback stated, explaining his
support of Mr. McCarthy, “as the
township committee tried to make a
decision as to what qualities a town-
ship attorney should have, Dan fit an
important part of that description
which is someone who is invested in
the community.”

“Mr. McCarthy clearly is local and
has the resume [we are looking for],”
committee member David Robinson
stated, “[however] Mr. McCarthy did
not participate in [the Request for
Qualifications process] therefore I
don’t think he should be considered.”

The Request For Qualifications
(RFQ) is part of a “pay to play”
process that defines how a munici-
pality in New Jersey is allowed to
award a contract. There are three Pay-
to-Play processes: “fair and open,”
“non-fair and open,” and “exigency.”
Of these three processes, “fair and
open” is defined as a “best practice.”

“[Following the fair and open pro-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Cranford Mayor
Mayor: Budget Challenges

Not to Diminish WF Services
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday night,
the Westfield Town Council held its
annual re-organization meeting,
where many board appointments were
made and Mayor Andy Skibitsky
delivered the State of the Town Ad-
dress.

Mayor Skibitsky told residents that
with the town facing a 2 percent bud-
get cap and decreases in both revenue
and state aid, “the issues are complex
and the stakes are high.” However, he
assured residents that the governing
body and the town’s employees are
“committed to maintaining a high
level of service.”

The mayor expressed his “deepest
appreciation” to all of the residents
who volunteer to serve on boards and
commissions, and went on to thank
all of the town employees who agreed
to 0-percent raises, givebacks and
furloughs to help the town meet its
budget needs.

He said that while the budget issue
“appears bleak…I am convinced there
is much to be optimistic about.”
Mayor Skibitsky also thanked “all of
the residents who have put Westfield
first,” and continued to keep the down-
town thriving.

The council committees for 2011
include Third Ward Councilman

Mark Ciarrocca as Finance Policy
chairman; Second Ward Council-
woman JoAnn Neylan as Public
Safety chairwoman; Fourth Ward
Councilman James Foerst as Code
Review and Town Property chair-
man, and Frank Arena as Public
Works chairman.

Councilman Foerst was reap-
pointed as the council’s Planning
Board liaison. Robert Newell, Tho-
mas Walsh, Dan Clifford, Mark
LoGrippo and Kris McAloon also
were appointed to the planning board.

Other reappointments included
Robert Cockren as town attorney;
Anthony Prieto as municipal pros-
ecutor; Gavin Handwerker as public
defender and Frederick Danser, 3rd
as labor attorney.

Jamie Chaves was appointed to the
Special Improvement District (SID)
board as the Merchant designee. Lee
Hale also was appointed to a two-
year term on the SID board and Coun-
cilman Ciarrocca will serve as the
council designee, while Shawn Hanna
will serve as the Mayor Designee.

Mark Doherty, Mary Alice Ryan,
Jack Schwetji and Andrew
Wasserman all were appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment.

The mayor closed the meeting by
wishing everyone a happy and pros-
perous New Year.

Mirabelli, Council Members
Begin New Terms in MS

Mandy Russell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEGINNING A FULL TERM…Mayor Paul Mirabelli is administered the oath
of office by Municipal Judge James DeRose to begin a full, four-year mayoral
term during Tuesday’s reorganization meeting of the borough council.

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Borough
Mayor Paul Mirabelli, Council-
woman Deanna Andre, Councilman
Glenn Mortimer and Councilman
Jeffrey Wass were sworn in to new
terms during Tuesday night’s reorga-
nization of the borough council.

“This year was challenging as the
new mayor. When our new state gov-
ernment announced there would be
cuts in state aid, I promised I would
govern the Borough of Mountainside
in a fiscally responsible manner,”
Mayor Mirabelli said. The mayor was
elected to a four-year term in Novem-
ber after being named to the post
following the death of long-time
mayor Robert Viglianti in 2009.

Mayor Mirabelli told citizens that
the taxpayers’ money was put to good
use last year with many new youth
programs created, renovations to the
library, roads paved and the commu-
nity basketball court expanded to
regulation size.

“It warms my heart to see the kids
playing ball where we used to play,”
Mayor Mirabelli said.

He announced that the
Mountainside Community Pool gen-
erated a lot of revenue this past year
and was awarded the third best com-
munity pool in New Jersey designa-
tion by Inside NJ Magazine.

“In some instances we achieved
more with a smaller budget, and I am
proud of the leadership and volun-
teers in this community. By continu-
ing to show this kind of leadership,
we will continue to keep
Mountainside a great place to live,”
Mayor Mirabelli said in closing.

Tuesday night’s reorganization
meeting of the borough council be-
gan with Mountainside Police Chief
James Debbie, Jr. paying tribute to
the department’s officers for their
work in 2010.

“Just last season, our department
responded to 12,000 calls, and I am
pretty sure most of them happened
this past Monday during the snow
storm,” Chief Debbie joked. “I am
pretty sure I heard more snow is com-
ing.”

Patrolman Shaun Bendik was the
first to receive an award of recogni-
tion for his two drug busts in one day.
Officer Bendik pulled over a motor
vehicle for speeding and noticed drugs
on the front seat. He was able to arrest
the suspect and confiscate the drugs.
Later on that day, he pulled over a
vehicle for a failed inspection sticker,
to find three men in the vehicle with
narcotics present. In one day, Officer
Bendik arrested four men in posses-

sion of drugs.
Sergeant Tom Murphy and Patrol-

man Mike Pasquale were recognized
for their efforts in connection with a
robbery that occurred at the Vine
Liquor store. Officer Pasquale was
able to catch up to the suspect’s ve-
hicle and pull over the suspects.

“The officers did a great job, and
even found the stolen bottles in the
backseat, which were returned to the
store owner unharmed,” Chief Debbie
said.

The officers caught up with the
fourth suspect, who was hiding out
behind a local gas station with an
open bottle of Johnny Walker Blue
when he was arrested.

On July 31, Officer Richard Huber
was called to Berkeley Heights, where
it was claimed that a student stole the
wallet of a woman who had plans to
travel out of the country the next day.
The young man admitted to him that
he did indeed steal the wallet, and it
was returned to its owner.

Patrolman Jeffrey Stinner and Pa-
trolman Christopher Feighner were
awarded for their work on a residen-
tial burglary case. When the officers
arrived at the residence they saw the
garage door open and a female stand-
ing in the garage crying. A man be-
hind her was holding a hammer tool
in each hand, threatening to kill the
woman if the officers did not leave.
Chief Debbie said the officers fo-
cused on getting the woman out of
the garage to safety. Both officers
drew their weapons, which led the
suspect to drop his weapons, and no
one was harmed, Chief Debbie said.

“It turns out the call was not a
burglary, but a domestic violence
between two brothers, which could
have been very dangerous,” Chief
Debbie said.

Also recognized during the meet-
ing were members of the
Mountainside Fire Department and
rescue squad. They were appointed
to designated positions and sworn in
by Judge James DeRose, whom, along
with Mayor Mirabelli, welcomed the
volunteer fire department’s new chief,
Peter Esemplare.

She noted that, with the coopera-
tion of Fanwood Police Chief Rich-
ard Trigo, the borough became the
first Union County community to
have the county police handle its
emergency response dispatches,
which is projected to save the bor-
ough more than $240,000 over three
years.

The mayor additionally spot-
lighted continued exploration dur-
ing the past year of potential shared-
service opportunities and ongoing
progress with downtown develop-
ment in the form of new buildings,
housing options and businesses.

Mayor Mahr also lauded
Fanwood’s police, fire and public
works departments, as well as its
rescue squad, for their collective
handling of the December 26 storm
that blanketed the borough with
some 23 inches of snow.

“We are a strong community built
on the strength of the people who
call this home and who operate busi-
nesses here. We will ride out what-
ever storms that come our way. I
will always be honest with you,
make sure I talk to you and never
take you for granted,” she said.
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Fanwood

cess] is not per se a requirement,” Mr.
Robinson told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “but the more devia-
tions from best practices, the worse
[Cranford is] going to be” in terms of
how much state aid it receives at the
end of the year. In 2010, Cranford’s
state aid was cut by $745,000. In
2011, that reduction could be larger
for failure to follow best practices.

“The three attorneys that did sub-
mit [through the RFQ Process] we
just did not believe they would be the
good selection,” Mayor Aschenbach
explained. “There’s no requirement
that we take someone from that list.”
The mayor explained that Mr.
McCarthy did, in fact, submit a copy
of his qualifications to the board,
although it was not submitted in re-
sponse to the original notice.

“There is no statement at all in [Mr.
McCarthy’s submission] as to the fee
proposal,” Mr. Robinson told The
Times. “I don’t know how we can go
out and award a contract when we
don’t have that.”

According to the mayor, all com-
mittee members were originally in
agreement that Robert Renaud of
Cranford law firm Palumbo & Renaud
would be appointed as the township
attorney. However, Mr. Renaud, who
was not reappointed as borough attor-
ney in Garwood where Republicans
took the majority, decided to with-
draw his submission at the last minute.

“It’s not like we just showed up
here today and appointed
[McCarthy]!” the mayor stated,
“that’s the misnomer here: [the Re-
publicans] make it sound like it wasn’t
open and fair, and it was. It was
decided today at an open meeting
surrounded by people — we didn’t
slip it under the door!”

Other key appointments were the
reappointment of John DeMassi of
the law firm Schiller & Pittenger as
public defender, Norman Albert of
the law firm Albert DiRado & Kojac
as prosecutor, replacing Robert
Donovan who, subsequently, was
named prosecutor in Garwood. In
addition, former Garwood prosecu-
tor Steve Merman was named alter-
nate prosecutor in Cranford.

Republican William Vastine was also
sworn in, accompanied by his wife,
two children and Mr. Vastine’s
mother, a recently retired 42-year
veteran of the Texas Legislature.
Councilwoman Mary DePaola was
chosen to serve as deputy mayor.

Many dignitaries were present, in-
cluding aforementioned state legis-
lators, County freeholders Alexander
Mirabella and John Hudak, former
Governor Donald DiFrancesco,
former mayors William McClintock
and Martin Marks and former coun-
cilwoman Paulette Coronato.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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have brought our own personal bag-
gage, both good and bad, to the task
of governing; baggage that we can-
not allow to get in the way of sound
decision making which should be
based on what knowledge we have
gleaned from our life experiences
and not our emotions or political per-
suasions,” Mayor Quattrocchi said.
“…I feel confident that though we
will have our differences all of us
here desire to work in concert with
each other to do what will benefit the
current residents and the future resi-
dents of the borough.”

She urged residents to e-mail, call
or visit borough hall where she vowed
to “be regular presence there.”

In conclusion she told a packed yet
quant council chambers, “It will be
an awesome honor to serve the Bor-
ough of Garwood as your mayor.”

Councilman Mathieu said he hopes
to represent the “the people who don’t
show up for these council meetings
but (receive) a tax bill every year.”

In other business, the council
elected Tim Hak as council president
for 2011. A Republican, he was
elected to the governing body in 2009.
Other changes at borough hall are a
switch in borough attorneys from
Robert Renaud to Joseph Triarsi of

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

New Garwood Mayor
Cranford-based Triarsi, Betancourt
& Wukovits, LLC. Mr. Triarsi has
represented Union County, Clark,
Garwood and Carteret and the Union
County Improvement Authority in
the past. Also appointed was Robert
Donovan as municipal prosecutor,
replacing Steve Merman who, in turn,
was named alternate prosecutor in
Cranford. Mr. Donovan previously
was prosecutor in Cranford. Scott
Marinelli was reappointed as
Garwood public defender.

Garwood’s new municipal judge is
Antonio Inacio, replacing Susan
MacMullen, who was reappointed as
judge in Fanwood. Mr. Inacio, who
serves as municipal judge in Clark
and Scotch Plains, was appointed to a
three-year term. The offices of bor-
ough attorney, prosecutor and public
defender are all annual appointments.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), who
swore in the mayor and Councilman
Mathieu, pledged to work together
with the mayor and council. Mean-
while, Bruce Paterson, who was
named to the borough’s planning
board, said provided as a gift for the
new mayor several books, “The Stu-
pidest Things Republicans Ever
Said,” “The Nastiest Things Ever Said
About Democrats,” and “The Nasti-
est Things Ever Said About Republi-
cans.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) presented a state Legisla-
tive resolution acknowledging now
former mayor Dennis McCarthy “for
all your great work.”

Other dignitaries in the council
chambers were Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), who
swore in Councilman Victor
DeFilippo, Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (LD-21, Summit), Hillside
Mayor Joseph Menza, Kenilworth
Mayor Kathi Fiamingo, former
Scotch Plains Mayor Joan Papen and
former Councilwoman Paulette
Coronoto, and former Summit Coun-
cilman Al Dill.

goleader.com/

subscribe

Business Owners
Invited for Breakfast
Economic Discussion
WESTFIELD – District 21 Legis-

lators will  host a breakfast with local
business owners in Westfield on
Wednesday, January 19, from 8:30 to
9:30 a.m. at Rockin Joes in Westfield,
20 Prospect Street. Senator Tom Kean
will join Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
for a discussion with local business
owners. All local business owners are
invited to discuss economic growth,
job creation and any issues with state
government mandates.
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Sprg. Appointments Told
SPRINGFIELD — The Township

of Springfield governing body has
approved the following appointments
for 2011.

Committee Assignments: Depart-
ment of Revenue and Finance, in-
cludes township real estate, insur-
ance, budget control, treasurer, tax
collector, pension fund, purchasing
and assessment of taxes, David
Amlen, chairman, and Jerry
Fernandez.

Department of Public Safety, in-
cludes police and fire departments,
Office of Emergency Management,
Local Assistance Board, building
department and construction code
official; Mayor Keffer, chairman, and
Marc Krauss.

Department of Administration, in-
cludes township clerk, licenses, per-
sonnel and sanitation, township at-
torney and administrator, Richard
Huber, chairman, and Mayor Keffer.

Department of Public Affairs, in-
cludes parks and Public property,
animal welfare, Local Assessment
Commission and recreation, Jerry
Fernandez, chairman, and Richard
Huber.

Department of Public Works, in-
cludes engineering and road depart-
ments, Marc Krauss, chairman, and
David Amlen.

The following are appointment for
town officials: township attorney,
Bruce Bergen; deputy court adminis-
trator and violations clerk, Rebecca
McCarthy; prosecutor, Howard
Egenberg; alternate prosecutors,
Mashood Muftao and Michael
Wittenberg; public defender, Robert
Bohrod; alternate public defenders,
Clara Harelik and Peter Fico; town-
ship engineer/consultant, Robert
Kirkpatrick; township auditor, Rob-
ert Cagnassola of Suplee, Clooney
and Company; bond counsel, Steven
Rogut; labor counsel, Matthew
Giacobbe of Cleary, Giacobbe,
Alfieri, Jacobs LLC.

Appointments to boards: Board of
Adjustment, John DiCeantis,  Mickey
Herzlinger, Mark Cunningham  (al-
ternate); Board of Health, April Forys,
Cheryl Popielarski and Karen
Huppert, and Jerry Fernandez (town-
ship committee liaison to Board of
Health); library board, Shari Gozlan;
Mayor Keffer, Assistant Superinten-
dent Hillary Corburn; Rent Leveling
Board, Thelma Samuels and Paul
Commarato, Yale Greenspoon (attor-
ney), Rosalie Berger (secretary);
Planning Board, Richard Huber
(township committee representative),
Mayor Keffler, David Barnett,
Michael D. Disko, Jr., Richard
Colandrea, Sr., and Richard
Colandrea as the mayor’s representa-
tive to review development of land
use ordinances concerning overde-
velopment of properties and partici-
pation in the Special Improvement

District.
Township Committees: develop-

ment review committee, Ruth
Schwartz; environmental commis-
sion, Denise Devone and Hortense
Dias; Howard Aspen( township Com-
mittee representative); Advisory
Board on Human Rights (Springfield
Clergy Council), Msgr. William
Hatcher, Rabbi Joshua Goldstein,
Rabbi Mark Mallach, Rev. Hemesias
Ares, Rev. Victoria Ney, Rabbi Chiam
Marcus, Rev. J. David Knecht, Rev.
Clarence Alston, Rev. Jonathan
Sgalambro, Affirmative Action and
Compliance Officer.

Recreation Committee, Paul
Ciullo, Joe Forys, Victor Rajoppi,
Scott Samansky, Michael Sklar, Rick
Gelo, Cathy Mooney, Joseph Nitti,
Tom Wisniewski, Jesse Krumholz,
Albert Nittolo, Lawrence Dvochlik,
and Donald Wilkenfeld; Union
County Committee on Revenue Shar-
ing, David Barnett, Christopher Knee,
Michael D. Disko and Joseph Groder,
alternates.

Emergency Management Council,
coordinator, John Cottage; deputy co-
ordinator, Scott Seidel; Public Safety
Director Richard Rosell; police divi-
sion, John Cook; fire division, James
Sanford; Hazmat officer, Frank
Fiorelli; First Aid Squad, Apu
Mullick; Township Engineer Robert
Kirkpatrick, Health Officer Megan
Avallone; Mayor Keffer, Adminis-
trator Anthony Cancro, Township
Clerk Linda Donnelly, School Super-
intendent Michael Davino, business
and industry, Edward Werner, media,
Joseph Renna.

Municipal Alliance Committee,
Board of Education, Irwin Sablosky;
Superintendent of Schools Michael
Davino, Jonathan Dayton High
School Principal Elizabeth Cresci,
Richard Rosell (police division); pri-
vate citizens, Debra Neher and Ja-
son Siderman; Chamber of Com-
merce, Lorraine Seidel, and Mayor
Keffer.

Union County Transportation Ad-
visory Board: Sandy Weinger, Steve
Eisenberg, alternate; Air Traffic Noise
Advisory Board, Lorraine Seidel and
Joseph Groder, alternate; and Solid
Waste Advisory Board, Marc Krauss.

Art  Ammermuller
Business Health Plans    Medicare Plans

Term Life Insurance

art@benefitsnj.com     14 Years Experience

732-345-6300

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

Recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of

White Collar Criminal Defense

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com
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Thomas Fortunato or The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE CHAMPS... Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky congratulates the Westfield
High School Girls Tennis Team, at the town council’s December 14 meeting, for
winning the Tournament of Champions to capture the state championship.

GW Appointments for ‘11
GARWOOD — The Garwood

mayor and borough council made the
following appointments at Sunday’s
reorganization meeting.

Borough officials, borough officials,
borough attorney, Joseph Triarsi; bond-
ing attorney, Steven Rogut; treasurer,
Sandra Bruns; prosecutor, Robert
Donovan; public defender, Scott
Marinelli; recycling coordinator,
Frederick Corbitt; fire chief, Wayne
Frew; assistant fire chief, Michael
Tharalden; superintendent of fire ap-
paratus, Leonard Spina; and munici-
pal judge, Antonio Inacio.

Appointments to boards and com-
mittees: Board of Appeals, Emmitt
Garner, Thomas Popola, Joseph
Ragonese, Thomas Spera, and Rocky
Venturo; Board of Health, Ann
Romano and Mary Wanca; Garwood
Library Board of Trustees, Christine
Guerriero; Recreation Commission,
Scott Kessler and Sara Todisco; Cel-
ebration Committee, Michelle
Abbaticola, Tom Evelina, Anne
Leonard. Sara Rodisco, Thomas
Englese, Chris Taylor and Elizabeth
Mathieu; Garwood Municipal Alli-
ance, Sam Rocco, Therese Janasee,
Margaret Briggs, Barbara Tweedle
and John McGuire; Office of Emer-
gency Management Coordinator,
Rodney VanNatta.

Emergency Management Council:
Deputy Coordinator, Len DiStefano;
Police Chief William Legg; Fore
Chief Wayne Few, Public Works Su-
perintendent Frederick Corbitt; Doc-
tor, Dr. E.Calcara; First Aid, John
Drone; Borough Engineer Donald
Guarriello; public information officer,
Emmett Garner; shelter coordinator,
Thomas Spera; radiological officer,
Thomas Spera; tech/advisor, Paul
Josewitch; business representative,
Joseph Ragonese.

Historical Committee, Ann

Guerriero, Patricia Koenig, Mary
Wanca, Linda Koenig, Anne
Leonard, and Bruce Paterson; plan-
ning board, Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi, Bruce Paterson, Coun-
cilman Victor DeFilippo, James
Boyle, Georgia Mac Indoe; Michael
Vena, and William Nierstedt; Union
County Community Development
Revenue Sharing Committee, Mayor
Quattrocchia, Councilman James
Mathieu and Council President
Timothy Hak (alternate); Union
County Solid Waste Advisory Coun-
cil, Borough Administrator/Clerk
Christina Ariemma.

Borough Council standing com-
mittees, Police, Public Health and
Safety, Jonathan Linken, chairman;
Victor DeFilippo and James
Mathieu; Streets and Roads and
Ecology, Council President Tim Hak,
chairman; Councilmen Keith Sluka
and James Mathieu; Fire, Louis
Petruzzelli, chairman; Councilmen
Tim Hak and Keith Sluka; Finance,
James Mathieu, chairman, Victor
DeFilippo and Jonathan Linken;
Buildings and Grounds, Victor
DeFilippo, chairman, Tim Hak and
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli; Laws
and License, Keith Sluka, chairmen,
James Mathieu and Louis
Petruzzelli; Recreation, Tim Hak,
chairman; Jonathan Linken and
Keith Sluka; council liaisons, Com-
mittee on Aging, Victor DeFilippo;
Library Board, Tim Hak (mayor’s
representative); school board, Keith
Sluka; Transportation on Advisory
Committee, James Mathieu; Cel-
ebrations of Public Events and Holi-
days, Jonathan Linken; Union
County Air Traffic Noise Advisory
Board, Louis Petruzzelli; Athletic
Complex Project Committee, Louis
Petruzzelli.

MS Makes Appointments
MOUNTAINSIDE — The

Mountainside governing body ap-
proved the following appointments
on Tuesday night.

Borough officials, Chief of Police/
Administrator (P/T), James J. Debbie,
Jr.; Municipal Clerk, Registrar of Vital
Statistics and Purchasing Clerk, Martha
Lopez; Deputy Municipal Clerk,
Deputy Registrar, Administrative Sec-
retary and Board of Health Secretary,
Sharon Peele; Chief Financial Officer
and Tax Collector, Jill Goode; Finance
Assistant, Theresa Graziano; Assistant
Tax Collector, Brittney Steitz; Director
of Recreation and Pool Administrator
and Tech, Frank Masella; Assistant Rec-
reation Director and Website Coordi-
nator, Lindsey Waters; Recreation Sec-
retary and Pool Bookkeeper, Karen
Bandics.

Borough Attorney John Post; Bor-
ough Auditor and Financial Advisor;
Suplee, Clooney and Company; Risk
Management Agent, Bollinger Insur-
ance; Borough Engineer, Michael
Disko Jr.; Prosecutor, Frank Sahaj; Mu-
nicipal Judge, James DeRose; Court
Administrator, Vivian Hoff; Deputy
Court Administrator, Debra Velard;
Violations Clerk, Cynthia West; Tax
Assessor, Eldo Magnani; Assistant Tax
Assessor, Michael Frangelo; Police
Physician, Dr. G. Schaller; Engineer,
Michael Disko, Jr.; Secretary to Zon-
ing, Construction and Planning Board,
Ruth Rees; Secretary to Engineering,
Public Works and Tax Assessor, Patricia
Gilstrap; Planning Board Attorney,
Vincent Loughlin; Receptionist Secre-
tary for Construction, Public Works
and Zoning, Susan DiFrancesco; Pub-
lic Works Manager and second floor
supervisor and Acting Zoning and Land
Use Officer, Ronald Romak; Cable TV
Coordinator, Michael Debbie; Senior
Citizens Coordinator, Paulette Drogon;
Construction Official, Building Inspec-
tor, Jerry Eger; Building Sub Code
Official and Fire Sub Code Official,
David Mass; Plumbing Sub Code Of-
ficial, Arthur “Keith” McCall; Electri-
cal Sub Code Official, Joseph Marretta;
Fire Prevention Official and Deputy
Director OEM, Lewis Giordino.

Other key officials, Fire Chief Peter
Esemplare, Rescue Squad President
Ann Marie Pires; Standing council
committees: Fire, William Lane, chair-
man; Glenn Mortimer and Jeffrey
Wass; Administrative and Executive,
Glenn Mortimer, chairman; Robert
Messler and Jeffrey Wass; Public
Works/Facilities, Robert Messler,
chairman; Glenn Mortimer and Jef-
frey Wass; Police, Keith Turner, chair-
man, Glenn Mortimer, and Robert
Messler; Channel 35 Committee,
Glenn Mortimer, chairman, William
Lane and Keith Turner; Solid Waste/
Recycling, Robert Messler and
Deanna Andre; Recreation, Keith
Turner, chairman, Deanna Andre and
William Lane.

Council Liaisons to Boards and Com-
mittees, Planning Board, Robert
Messler; Board of Health, Jeffrey Wass;
Board of Education, William Lane;
Library, Glenn Mortimer; Rescue
Squad, Deanna Andre; Board of Tax
Appeals, Robert Messler; Emergency
Management, Keith Turner; Local As-
sistance, Deanna Andre; Board of Tax
Assessors, Robert Messler; Construc-
tion Board of Appeals, Robert Messler;
Shade Tree, Jeffrey Wass; Historic Pres-
ervation Committee, Jeffrey Wass;
Children’s Specialized Hospital, Glenn
Mortimer.

Planning Board Members, Jeffrey
Wass, mayor’s designee; Michael
Disko, Jr., borough engineer; Robert
Messler, councilman; John Tomaine,
Todd Garran, Dean Paskow, Ted
Zawislak, Craig Schwartz, Matthew
Wyvratt, Jon Younghans, (alternate)
and Thomas Parker, (alternate).

Various boards and committees,
Board of Health, Merrill Sanders,
Werner Schon, Dr. Joseph Calderone,
Dr. James Dunne, Elsa Jackson, Jenny
Disko, and Ann Marie Pires; Shade
Tree Commission, Gary Cantagallo,
James Debbie, Sr.; Robert Farley, Rudy
Ruetsch, Ronald Romak and Lynn
Samsky; Emergency Management,
Keith Turner, director, Lewis Giordino,
and Police Chief James Debbie, Jr.;
Municipal Alliance Committee, Paul
Mirabelli, Chris Minks, Jeff Jaegel,
Sue Jenks, Mike Litterer, James Toner,
James Debbie, Jr., Jeannette Baubles
(Superintendent of Schools, Lisa
Minks, Vivian Hoff, Jenn Quaglia and
Father John McCrone; Construction
Board of Appeals, James Ruban
(Board of Education), Bruce Tano,
Gregory Delli Santi, Dean Paskow,
Slawomir Wasyliszyn, Thomas
Perrotta and alternates Barbara
Vincentsen, Joseph Nicastro, and
Michael Melango.

Library Board of Trustees, Allan
Bahrs, Doreen Lane, Nancy Caffrey,
Todd Garran, Ginger So Chan, Dona
Osieja, Clark Landale, Glenn Mortimer
(Mayor’s Designee), Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Jeanette Baubles,
and Rev. Christopher Belden (alternate
for CSA); Historic Preservation Com-
mittee, Donald Jeka, Nancy Spadaccini,
Sandy Vander Meer, Scott Daniels,
Maureen Giannone, Ruth Goense,
Lenore Toner, Alice Cowell, Carol
Clark, Cynthia West, Diane Ruggiero,
Carol Goggi and Thomas McGee; Lo-
cal Ethics Board, John (Jack) Clifford,
Alfred Faella, Richard O’Neill, Werner
Schon, and Keith Turner; Americans
With Disabilities Act, Keith Turner,
James J. Debbie, Jr., Linda Clark, Frank
Masella, and Robert Farley.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

Tour de Elizabeth
The Tour de Elizabeth, a 15-mile

course around the City of Elizabeth,
now has a Facebook Fan Page site.
Those with a Facebook account
should search “Tour de Elizabeth
2011.” The page will feature fun facts
and information on the ride, which is
scheduled for Sunday, May 22.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Hey Mother Nature!
Bring it on.
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OVER 100 YEARS   |    HOME HEATING OIL & AC   |    EQUIPMENT & INSTALLATION 

PERSONAL INJURY LAWYER

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

THE BRAMNICK
LAW FIRM

Joe
knows
Cars...

·Lifetime warranty and guaranteed color match

·You don’t come to Park Grove, Joe comes to you

·At home estimating service

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·24 hour tow and rental cars available

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

·Claim reporting assistance

·Free pickup and delivery for our Westfield neighbors

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL 

cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click
on Online Calendar, or call 

908.789.4090 ext 4140.

It’s your Library …  
make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

The Westfield Memorial Library presents 
Help for Job Seekers 

Write the Resume 
that Gets You the   
Interview 

Saturday, January 15 
10:00 am 

If you’re just entering 
the job search, or are 
continuing in your 
search, this excellent 
program is the answer 
to getting in the door. 
It also helps you to 
stay focused on your 
career goals.  

How to 
Manage
Your Time 
During the
Job Search 

Tuesday, 
January 18 
7:00 pm 

Without structure to your 
day, it’s so easy to lose 
track of time … this pro-
gram provides all the 
tools and strategies you 
need to stay focused. 

Paul Cecala is a Certified Career Coach who discusses the 
tips to developing a great resume and managing your 
time. He is a member of the Five-O'Clock Club Guild of 
Career Coaches and an adjunct faculty member of     
Sustainable Careers at the County College of Morris.  

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Cranford Appointments Told Fanwood ‘11 Appointments
At its reorganization meeting on

Sunday, Fanwood’s governing body
made the following appointments for
2011.

Borough officials, administrator,
Eleanor McGovern; borough judge,
Susan MacMullan; borough pros-
ecutor, Daniel Antonelli; public de-
fender, Michelle Jaker; purchasing
agent, Pat Hoynes; court adminis-
trator, Joy Veeck; deputy court ad-
ministrator, Donna Zucker; noise
control officer, Tanya Moon; offi-
cial tax searcher, Colleen Huehn;
senior citizens coordinator Paulette
Drogan; public officer, Clinton
Dicksen; Municipal Alliance repre-
sentatives, Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and Police Chief Richard
Trigo; Zoning Official, Raymond
Sullivan.

Professional services contract, au-
ditor, Suplee Clooney; Insurance bro-
ker, general liability and workers’
Compensation insurance, Beckerman
and Company; insurance broker,
health, prescription, life and dental
insurance, Brown and Brown; down-
town economic development coordi-
nator, Rogut McCarthy; redevelop-
ment agency attorney, Hill Wallack
LLP; special labor counsel, Roth
D’Aquanni; special labor counsel,
Ruderman and Glickman; bond coun-
sel services, Gibbons; redevelopment
agency planner, T & M Associates.

Boards And Commissions:
Environmental commission,

Kalpana Krishna Kumar, Priscella
Alvardo, and David Schwartzberg;
planning board, Laura DeGennaro,
Mall Juckes (alternate), David
Blechinger, and William Lee (mayor’s
designee); shade tree commission,
Julie Friedman, Thomas Plante (al-
ternate).

Shared Services Coordinating
Council, Mayor Colleen Mahr, Donna
Dolce, Councilman Russell Huegel
and Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern; Union County Commu-
nity Development Revenue Sharing
Committee, Mayor Mahr; mayor’s
alternate representative, Mrs.
McGovern; council’s representative,
Katherine Mitchell; council’s alter-
nate representative, Paulette Drogan;
Union County Transportation Advi-
sory Committee, mayor’s represen-

tative, Jack Molenaar; Raritan Valley
Rail Coalition, Jack Molenaar; Union
County Air Traffic and Noise Advi-
sory Board, Lynn Brown; Union
County Cultural and Heritage Pro-
grams Advisory Board, Adele Kenny;
Tom Plante, alternate; Solid Waste
Advisory Council, Clinton Dicksen;
and Donna Dolce, alternate.

Cultural Arts Council, Council-
woman Mitchell, council liaison;
Adele Kenny, director, Alex Pinto;
Tom Plante, assistant director; David
Blechinger, Gary Szelc, Carol Oakes,
George Weiss and Linda Radice;
Communications,  Fanwoodian, TV
35 and Website Committee, Council-
man Michael Szuch (council liaison);
TV 35 Committee, George Weiss,
Jim Grover, and Michael Lewis; Com-
munications Committee, Joan Feller,
Rosemarie McCallion, Michael
Prasada, Sherman Feller, Bob
Budiansky (recreation director), Lynn
Vlasaty and Pat Hoynes.

Board of Health, Phyllis Fischer
and Margaret Lewis; Historic Pres-
ervation Commission, John
Celardo (planning board represen-
tative), Edward Groskinsky (alter-
nate), Joan Skubish (alternate),
Barbara Lea Couphos and Joseph
Nagy; library board, Jennifer
Fazzino; Recreation Commission,
Jack Molenaar, Teresa Seefeldt
(alternate no.1), Michael Kelly (al-
ternate), and Willie Green.

Borough Council standing com-
mittees, Administration And Finance
Committee, Anthony Parenti, chair-
man, Russell Huegel, and Joan
Wheeler; Public Safety Committee,
Katherine Mitchell, chairwoman,
Russell Huegel and Joan Wheeler;
Public Works Committee, Russell
Huegel, chairman, Robert Manduca
and Anthony Parenti; Land Use and
Historic Preservation, Joan Wheeler,
chairwoman, Robert Manduca and
Mike Szuch; Recreation and Com-
munity Services, Mike Szuch, chair-
man, Katherine Mitchell and An-
thony Parenti; Health and Senior
Services, Robert Manduca, chair-
man, Katherine Mitchell and Mike
Szuch.

Council liaisons, planning board, Joan
Wheeler; Union County Revenue Shar-
ing Committee, Katherine Mitchell.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
governing body made the following
appointments at Saturday’s
reorganizaton meeting.

Township Commissioners, Com-
missioner of Finance, Edward
O’Malley; Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety, Kevin Campbell; Com-
missioner Public Works/Engineer-
ing, David Robinson; Commis-
sioner of Public Affairs, Mark
Dugan.

Planning Board, Lynda Feder,
Kevin Illing, Robert Pipchick (alter-
nate), Gene Sully (alternate); Library
Board, Jeffrey Young, Andrea Van
Bergen and Commissioner Mark
Dugan (council liaison); Environ-
mental Commission, Maria Harris,
Ann Darby, Linda MacMenamie,
David DesRochers (alternate), Carol
Berns, Ronald Margulis, Barbara
Murphy, Ana Pinto, Mary Reilly,
Mary Sudiak, Nelson Dittmar (chair-
man) and Commissioner Edward
O’Malley (liaison)

Green Team, Pamela Beelitz, Carol
Berns, Kristin Caccavale, Ann Darby,
Rebecca Deczynski, David
DesRochers, Nelson Dittmar, Lynda
Feder, Janet Hopkins, John Hrebin,
Steve Jandoli, Ann Marie Mahon,
Daniel Murphy, Edward O’Malley,
Pat Paviak, Ana Pinto, Kathleen
Prunty, Mary Reilly, Dianne Schmitt,
Gregg Spadaro, Gerri Stiner, and
Mary Catherine Sudiak.

Emergency Management Council,
Police Chief Eric Mason, coordina-
tor; Police Lieutenant Joseph Van
Bergen, Fire Chief Leonard R. Dolan,
3rd, deputy coordinators; Mayor
Daniel Aschenbach; Public Safety
Commissioner Kevin Campbell;
Health Officer Warren Hehl; Super-
intendent of Schools, Gayle Carrick;
Township Engineer Richard
Marsden; Public Works Coordinator
Wayne Rozman; Township Adminis-
trator Marlena Schmid; CENCOM
Coordinator, Gareth Williams; Con-
sultant, Robert D’Ambola; Construc-
tion Code Official, Richard Belluscio;
TV35 representative, Edward Dav-
enport; citizen representative, Dr.
Margaret (Peg) Pipchick; and sup-
port team members, Paul Josewitch,
Michael Plick, and Dr. Michael
Beams.

Historic Preservation Advisory
Board, Teresa Montani, Maureen
Strazdon, Loretta Smith, Matthew
Cohen (Cranford High School Fresh-
man Class president), William King
(alternate), Nancy Arcieri, Victor
Bary, Myron Borden, Shirley Gazsi,
Jean Kreiling, Michael Mason,
Ronald Meeks, Ray Schwartz, Mary
Wilford, Maureen Strazdon (chair-
woman), Commissioner Edward
O’Malley (council liaison); Tree Ad-
visory Board, Stephen Robertazzi,
Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
Wayne Rozman, James
Nichnadowicz (Union County advi-
sor), Judy Bell, Thomas Dobbs, Ed-
ward Helmstetter, Marya Helmstetter,
Miriam Moody, Linda MacMenamie,
James Murphy, Julie Murphy,
Michael Venditti, Mary Wilford, and
Commissioner Edward O’Malley
(council liaison).

Holiday Decorations Committee,
Barbara Bilger, Andis Kakmins, Paul
LaCorte, Kathleen Miller Prunty,
Chiara Siliato, and Commissioner
David Robinson as (council liaison);
Board of Education, Commissioner
Edward O’Malley (liaison).

Township officials, Daniel
McCarthy, township attorney;
Palumbo & Renaud, tax appeal legal
services; Willis of New Jersey, Inc.,
risk management consultant (prop-
erty and casualty); Township Admin-
istrator Marlena Schmid, purchasing
agent; professional services contracts,
bond counsel, Steven Rogut of Rogut
McCarthy LLC; auditors, Suplee
Clooney & Company; John DeMassi
of Schiller & Pittenger, public de-
fender; Norman Albert of Albert

DiRado & Kojac, municipal pros-
ecutor; Steven Merman, alternate
prosecutor; Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith
& Davis, LLP to provide affordable
housing legal services; McManimon
& Scotland, LLC, environmental le-
gal services; Roth D’Aquanni, LLC,
labor attorney services; DeCotiis,
FitzPatrick & Cole, LLP, redevelop-
ment attorney services, and Richard
Belluscio, development coordinator
for the Development Review Com-
mittee.

Council liaisons, Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, senior citizen issues,
and Commissioner Mark Dugan,
Chamber of Commerce; Airplane
Noise Pollution Committee, Kevin
Campbell, commissioner liaison/
chairman; Wayne Greenstone, Will-
iam Ilaria, Barbara Krause, Jeff Pis-
tol, Michael Rockliff, and commis-
sioner liaison Mark Dugan; Union
County Air Traffic Noise Advisory
Board, William llaria and Barbara
Krause; Bicycle Safety Board, Po-
lice Chief Eric Mason, Sgt. Edward
Davenport, Detective Steven Toy
(chairman), Jacqueline Capro,
Michael Caulfield, Charles Kerman,
Linda Vultaggio, Susan Wilson, and
Commissioner/Liaison Kevin
Campbell.

Standing council committees.
Buildings, Grounds & Real Property
Committee, Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach (chairman), Deputy
Mayor Kevin Campbell, Township
Administrator Marlena Schmid,
Township Attorney Daniel McCarthy,
Tax Assessor Peter Barnett and Town-
ship Engineer Richard Marsden;
Cable TV Advisory Committee,
Ronald Brown, Arleen Borden, Ed-
ward Davenport, Robert Drake, John
Duffy, Eugene Kobliska, Andy
Lanset, Anne Occi (chairwoman),
Robert Pipchick, Stephen Robertazzi,
Donald Smith, Donna Vaupel,
Bernhard Wagenblast, and Commis-
sioner/chairman Edward O’Malley.

Cranford Housing Board, Inc.,
George J. Jorn, Andy Lanset, and
Jerry Dobbins; Flood Control Ad-
visory Committee, Mayor/Chair-
man, Daniel Aschenbach; Township
Engineer Richard Marsden; engi-
neering consultant, Gregory Sgroi;
Cynthia Ballis, Jo Ann Boyle, Ri-
chard Buontempo, Robert Colonna,
John DeCotiis, Thomas Hannen,
Ellen Hunt, Louis Lambe, Ronald
Margulis, Nicholas Melchiorre,
Emil Metz, Elaine Meyer, Joseph
Musillo, Michael Pender, Judy
Pender, Robert Puhak, Jonathan
Schrier, Jeremy Tomlinson, Ed
Trush, Joan Varanelli, and Dr. Saul
Zucker.

Larry Fuhro, township historian;
Carolyn Vollero, Hyatt Hills Golf
Course Commission; Union County
District Solid Waste Advisory Coun-
cil, Commissioners David Robinson
and Edward O’Malley (alternate),
Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, and Health Officer War-
ren Hehl; Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, William Montani, Edward
Ruane (alternate), Charles Kerman
(alternate).

Scotch Plains 2011
Recycling Schedule

1-888-738-7348

Northside/Tuesday
January 11, 25
February 8, 22
March 8, 22
April 5,19
May 3, 17, 31
June 14, 28
July 12, 26
August 9, 23
September 6, 20
October 4, 18
November 1, 15, 29
December 13, 27

Southside/Wednesday
January 12, 26
February 9, 23
March 9, 23
April 6, 20
May 4, 18,
June 1, 15, 29
July 13, 27
August 10, 24
September 7, 21
October 5, 19
November 2, 16, 30
December 14, 28

Scanlon to be Named
Freeholder Chairmasn

ELIZABETH – Union County
Freeholder Chairman-elect Deborah
Scanlon will announce her initiatives
during the county government’s re-
organization at the County Court-
house on Sunday, January 9th at noon.

Those scheduled to be sworn in to
new terms include: County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi, County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, Freeholder Daniel Sullivan
of Elizabeth, Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford and first-time
Freeholder Linda Carter of Plainfield.

Freeholders will also vote to fill
numerous positions on county advi-
sory boards and to adopt the board’s
2011 schedule and procedural rules.

RVSA Reduces Budget, But
Towns to See 3.9 Percent Hike

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority board of com-
missioners has approved a budget of
$26.5 million for 2011. While the
spending plan represents a $1.2 mil-
lion drop from last year, RVSA’s 11
member towns will actually see in-
creases in their assessments after  they
received reductions last year.

Highlights of this year’s budget
include an 8.7 percent reduction in
the authority’s operating budget,
which is essentially even with the
2008 operating budget. Debt service,
which is the other major component
of the budget, remains even with last
year’s numbers.

The new budget gives member
municipalities back a surplus of $3
million versus $5.4 million last year,
according to RVSA officials.

While the budget has been cut,
because a smaller surplus was avail-
able to reduce the assessments, the
assessments to member municipali-
ties will rise by 3.9 per cent. The 2011
assessment to towns is approximately
$23.4 million. The board worked to
cut the budget, reducing the assess-
ment increase by almost 2 percent,
from a rise of 5.8 per cent to a rise of
3.9 per cent.

Clark Commissioner Frank
Mazzarella sought to have action
on the budget delayed as commis-
sioners from the two biggest pay-
ing towns, Woodbridge and Rahway,
were not present at RVSA’s De-
cember 16 meeting. This sugges-
tion, with which several other com-
missioners voiced their agreement,
was quickly defused when it was
revealed that copies of the budget
had been delivered to both commis-
sioners and mayors several days
before the meeting.

In other business, a resolution,
signed by the commissioners, was
read by Westfield’s commissioner,
Allen Chin, recognizing Scotch
Plains’ commissioner Joan Papen for
her many years of work on the
authority’s board. Mrs. Papen, who
served on the board since Scotch

Plains joined the RVSA in August
1995, had served two years as board
chairman as well as having served on
most of the authority’s committees,
and chairing many or them, through
the years.

The Scotch Plains Township
Council has appointed the town’s
zoning officer Robert LaCosta as its
RVSA commissioner effective Feb-
ruary 1.

On another matter, officials said
the 90-day test of the cogeneration
and sludge drying facility is con-
tinuing to move ahead without any
serious incidents. The cogeneration
facility has become a major issue
and subject of litigation after the
RVSA said the facility would not
produce the $1 million in annual
cost savings at its wastewater treat-
ment facility.
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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Gov. Christie Comments on
Supreme Court Stalemate

Asm. Bramnick Seeks Complaints of
Airline Horror Stories for Follow-up

Senators Laud Port Authority
Decision on Bayonne Bridge

Westfield Rescue Squad
Gives Thanks for Help
The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

wishes to thank the Westfield Fire De-
partment, Police and Department of Pub-
lic Works for providing great assistance
to the squad during the blizzard. The FD,
PD and DPW provided escorts and snow
plowing services that allowed the squad’s
ambulances to respond to the over two
dozen emergency calls that the squad
received during the worst of the storm on
Sunday and Monday.

Jonathan Delano
Deputy Captain

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

Lawmakers: Closing Elizabeth DMV
Is ‘Extremely Shortsighted’ Decision

TRENTON – Monday, Governor
Chris Christie issued the following
statement in light of news that Justice
Rivera-Soto will not be seeking reap-
pointment to the Supreme Court of
New Jersey. While Governor Christie
praised Justice Rivera-Soto’s dedi-
cated service in a letter sent earlier
today, the Governor was explicitly
clear that he will not provide a nomi-
nee for Justice Rivera-Soto’s seat until
Anne Patterson receives a fair hear-
ing as required by New Jersey’s Con-
stitution.

Governor Chris Christie said, “245
days ago I nominated Anne Patterson
to the State Supreme Court because
of her high level of legal intellect,
character and compassion. Today,
245 days later, she has yet to receive
a fair hearing as required by New
Jersey’s Constitution while a seat on

our highest court continues to re-
main vacant. I will not provide a
nominee to fill Justice Rivera-Soto’s
seat until Anne Patterson receives
the hearing that she deserves and
that the Senate is constitutionally
obligated to provide.”

Over the past 20 years, the average
confirmation time for a State Su-
preme Court Justice nominee sub-
mitted by both Democratic and Re-
publican governors is just 25 days.

“It is completely irresponsible that
while it took just 88 days for Elana
Kagan to become the 112th Justice of
the U.S. Supreme Court, Anne
Patterson is still without a hearing for
no good reason and that the Senate
has failed to give her the same con-
sideration and deference Republicans
and Democrats gave Justice Kagan,”
Governor Christie concluded.

WESTFIELD – Assembly Confer-
ence Leader Jon Bramnick is calling
on New Jersey consumers to share
their airline horror stories. Asm.
Bramnick, a member of the Con-
sumer Affairs Committee, is compil-
ing a list of complaints in order to
help change the system.

“We need to make air travel less
stressful and more efficient for our
residents,” said Mr. Bramnick. “I’m
asking the public to reach out to me

with their experiences so that we can
make positive steps in providing bet-
ter service to New Jerseyans at our
airports.”

Assemblyman Bramnick will fol-
low up with airline executives re-
garding problems his constituents
encountered with airlines. Submis-
sions should be sent to his Legislative
Office at 251 North Ave. West,
Westfield, NJ 07090 or via email at
asmbramnick@njleg.org.

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R- Westfield)
and Senators Andy Ciesla (R- Ocean)
and Sean Kean (R- Monmouth), is-
sued the following statements laud-
ing the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey’s decision to increase
the navigational clearance of the
Bayonne Bridge:

Senator Tom Kean: “Port Newark-
Elizabeth’s container shipping facil-
ity, and the thousands of jobs it pro-
vides, is a vital economic engine for
our region. Its future viability is de-
pendent upon our ability to receive
larger ships that will be passing

through a newly expanded Panama
Canal.

“The Port Authority’s decision to
raise the Bayonne Bridge in order
to accommodate these ships is good
news for New Jersey’s economy
and will ensure that Port Newark-
Elizabeth remains among the larg-
est shipping hubs in North America.
Had the Port Authority chosen not
to meet the demands of these larger
ships, we would have effectively
ceded millions of dollars of eco-
nomic activity and countless jobs
to other East Coast destinations,”
said Senator Kean.

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Governor Chris Christie from the
20th District Legislators regarding the
scheduled closing of the Motor Vehicle
Commission’s Elizabeth branch.

Governor Christie, Motor Vehicle
Commission Chief Administrator
Raymond Martinez has scheduled the
closure of the Elizabeth office on January
1, 2011. We believe this decision is ex-
tremely shortsighted, and have not been
provided any justifiable reasoning by
Chairman Martinez. It’s clear that cost
savings can be found within New Jersey’s
Motor Vehicle Commission. What isn’t
clear, however, is the process by which
Chairman Martinez and his staff deter-
mined the offices slated for closure. How
is it possible that the fourth largest and
most diverse city in New Jersey will soon
be without a DMV office to service the
needs of its residents?

A review of figures provided by the
Motor Vehicle Commission showed that
an estimated 200,000 items will be pro-
cessed by the Elizabeth location during
2010. Yet, the MVC has provided no plan
to compensate for the consumers who
will be forced to go elsewhere. The ma-
jority of these consumers will be forced
to head to the Springfield and Rahway
locations, which are the sixth and seventh
busiest in the state this year. Are these
locations prepared to handle such an in-
crease in volume?

Although Union County is the seventh
most populated county, it is currently
ranked as the second highest in terms of
the number of items processed for the
Motor Vehicle Commission. By closing
the Elizabeth location, there will now be
only two branches in Union County to
serve 8 percent of the total items pro-
cessed statewide.

In comparison, Camden and Gloucester
counties have each serviced only 5 per-
cent of the total items processed, yet the
Cherry Hill and West Deptford locations
will remain open. As a result, the quality
of services rendered at the Union County
locations will likely decrease dramati-
cally. It seems completely illogical to cut
services in such a busy and diverse region
of New Jersey.

In a recent meeting, Chairman Martinez
cited two distinct reasons for closure: a
lack of parking near the facility and inad-
equate office space. It’s painfully obvi-
ous and bluntly insulting to the residents
of the 20th District that the MVC did not

complete a physical inspection or cost-
benefit analysis of the area surrounding
the Elizabeth branch. In addition, your
administration chose to ignore a letter
from Mayor [Chris] Bollwage dated Oc-
tober 29 offering his assistance in negoti-
ating a reduced rent agreement or in lo-
cating a new central location that would
meet the Motor Vehicle Commission’s
rent specifications.

The parking concern has been allevi-
ated with recent parking deck construc-
tion and more planned for the area. A
simple question or raising of this concern
would have brought this information to
the forefront months ago. In regards to
the concern that the Elizabeth location
has a lack of office space, it seems a
logical reason for expanding and mod-
ernizing the facility, not deeming it for
closure.

The weak concerns and lack of com-
munication have been an insult to the
citizens of the most diverse city in the
State of New Jersey. Are we to believe
that the near 200,000 residents who annu-
ally use this office, as well as the 1,891
concerned constituents, are not worth the
unspecified $197,000 in savings Chair-
man Martinez articulated during our meet-
ing?

The decision to move the Motor Ve-
hicle Commission toward a more effi-
cient, electronic business model is com-
mendable. However, its implementation
must take into account the existence of a
digital divide. The fact of the matter is
that if the true intention of the MVC is to
encourage more online transactions, then
it makes sense to close offices where an
overwhelming percentage of their popu-
lation has Internet access, not in a lower-
income community such as Elizabeth. By
closing the Elizabeth branch, this inten-
tion rings hollow.

Up to this point, no data has been
provided that justifies closing the Eliza-
beth branch. With that in mind, we have
requested that the Motor Vehicle Com-
mission conduct a comprehensive cost-
benefit analysis, review the geographical
strain that will be placed upon the region,
and contact the City of Elizabeth in an
effort to discuss the many solutions to the
problems that the agency cites as reasons
for closing this location.

Senator Raymond Lesniak
Asm. Joseph Cryan

Asw. Annette Quijano
Union

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Macrognathic – Having very long

jaws
2. Hippiatry – The practice of treating

the diseases of horses
3. Dauw – A South African zebra
4. Teest – A small anvil

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CZARDAS
1. Formerly, the son of a Czar of Russia
2. A Hungarian dance consisting of a

fast movement and a slow movement
3. The wife of a Russian prince in

Czarist Russia
4. Ukranian land controlled by the cen-

tral government of Russia
ZAIN

1. A dark-colored unspotted horse
2. The European pike perch
3. In the Sudan, a camping place usu-

ally enclosed by a palasade or thorn hedge
4. A tough, wiry grass found in the

Southwest and Mexico
CULPABLE

1. Reliable
2. Guilty, blameworthy
3. Most vulnerable
4. Unmanageable

JAKO
1. Just right (slang)
2. A hunter, especially with a bow and

arrow
3. The gray African parrot
4. A glove

The Blizzard, Thanks To All, We Are
Now Proud Parents of A Baby Girl

I believe my wife was the woman The
Westfield Leader printed about in your
last issue. She went into labor at the peak
of the blizzard and the paramedics were
called to my residence. The Westfield
Police, Fire Department, ambulance and
EMT’s coordinated with numerous neigh-
boring towns in order to get my wife to
Overlook Hospital where her doctor was.
My purpose for writing to you is to say
thanks for bringing these types of stories
to the public eye when we are in a world
of budget cuts and reduction in services
for taxpayers.

Having been in the situation during the
blizzard, we were blessed that Westfield
and the neighboring towns had the ser-
vices available to get my wife safely to

the hospital. It is important to point out,
that my wife has had difficulties during
childbirth, and it was imperative that she
made it to a doctor.

I cannot say enough for all the public
workers that helped us that night,
Westfield as well as Mountainside,
Springfield and Summit.

I would love to speak to you further if
you were to ever choose to do a follow-up
article or something relating to the work
that these public workers do. Thanks to
all their efforts, we are now proud parents
of a safe and healthy baby girl; Lia Paige
Sargent. She was born at 6:01 a.m. on 12/
27/2010.

Jeff Sargent
Westfield

Why Did We Create Lt. Gov. If
Sen. Pres. Will Still Be Acting Gov.
When New Jersey voters passed a ballot question

five years ago creating the office of lieutenant
governor, they likely envisioned that New Jersey
would always have a member of the executive
branch of government in charge and not a member
of the legislative branch. But in late December,
both Governor Chris Christie and his Lieutenant
Governor, Kim Guadagno, were out of state during
the 30-inch blizzard that all but shut down the state.
That meant New Jersey, which went through a
series of acting governors the last decade, had to
use this process again with State Senate President
Steve Sweeney serving as the state’s acting chief
executive.

In 2001 Christine Whitman resigned as governor
upon her appointment by President George W. Bush
as Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) admin-
istrator. She was replaced by then Senate President
Donald DiFrancesco, who ran the state for eight
months before leaving office in January of 2002. An
interesting twist occurred that year as Mr.
DiFrancesco was mandated to leave the governor’s
office because his senate term ended a week shy of
the swearing in of James McGreevey as the new
governor. Thus, New Jersey had five governors in a
week – Mr. DiFrancesco, Attorney General John
Farmer, who served the hour between Mr.
DiFrancesco’s departure and the swearing of Senate
President John Bennett and co-Senate President

Richard Codey (there was a 20-20 tie between Demo-
crats and Republicans in 2002-2003), both serving
three-and-a-half days prior to Mr. McGreevey’s in-
auguration.

Then there was Mr. McGreevey’s sudden resigna-
tion in 2004 following the scandal of his affair with
another man. Upon his resignation in November of
that year, Mr. Codey took the reigns as acting gover-
nor for the next 14 months until Jon Corzine was
elected governor.

Prior to the passage of the public question in
November 2005, we questioned whether New Jersey
really needed a lieutenant governor. While some
raised the issue that there was a conflict in having a
lawmaker also serving as governor, we believed the
system of acting governors seemed to be working.
And did the people really elect Ms. Guadagno? No,
they elected the Christie/Guadagno ticket as one
vote.

Getting back to Mr. Sweeney, he actually was also
still freeholder director in Gloucester County when
he was acting governor last month. He is said to be
stepping down as freeholder tomorrow upon the
reorganization of that board, thus ending his double
dipping the past nine years as a senator and free-
holder.

In the future, we suggest the Lieutenant Governor
check with her boss, Governor Christie, on any
vacation plans.

Governor Christie: Best and Brightest Managers
Should Be Allowed for School Superintendents

Woodrow Wilson served as president
of Princeton University and the United
States, but under current state law, he
couldn’t be a school superintendent in a
failing New Jersey public school. Al-
though Albert Einstein taught at Princeton,
New Jersey laws would stop him from
leading schools in the City of Newark.

People with talent, vision and a proven
record of success are currently denied the
chance to be hired as superintendents in
New Jersey public schools because of
restrictive laws governing the superin-
tendent certification process. That’s why
the Christie Administration is asking the
State Board of Education to consider and
approve new regulations that would al-
low the best and brightest people to help
revitalize schools where at least 50 per-
cent of the children are failing state
achievement tests.

“It’s important that New Jersey public
schools recruit and hire the most experi-
enced, talented managers possible,” said
Governor Christie. “In large, state-run

districts, or in schools that have failed our
children for generations, we especially
need leaders who know how to manage
thousands of employees in districts that
spend hundreds of millions in tax dol-
lars.”

New revisions to the superintendent
certification process proposed by the
Christie Administration will provide
greater flexibility to recruit the most tal-
ented and best prepared individuals to
lead New Jersey’s school districts. Under
the plan, individual superintendent can-
didates in certain districts would need a
Bachelor’s degree from an accredited
four-year college and a review by the
Commissioner of Education to determine
whether the candidate has sufficient work
experience to lead a school district.

“Good candidates are discouraged from
applying to be school superintendents
because New Jersey’s regulations are un-
necessarily burdensome,” said acting
Commissioner Rochelle Hendricks. “We
need to open the doors of our public

schools and let successful people with
proven track records help us reform and
rebuild schools where strong leadership
and new ideas are needed the most.”

After a review by the Commissioner
of Education, the superintendent candi-
date would be given a provisional li-
cense and allowed to begin work imme-
diately with guidance from a state-ap-
proved mentor. After passing three per-
formance reviews in one year, and with
recommendation from the mentor, the
superintendent would be eligible for stan-
dard certification.

Superintendents could be hired through
this alternate route method for certifica-
tion if they worked in one of the state’s 57
districts that need improvement, accord-
ing to federal requirements. They would
also qualify for alternate route certifica-
tion in any state-run district, or in any
district where at least 50 percent of the
fourth, eighth, or 11th-grade students have
failed state tests for the last two years for
either language arts or mathematics.

Thank You for Story
On Med. Day Care

Dear Tom [Fortunato], Thank you so
much for coming to the Pediatric Medical
Day Care in Roselle Park last week. You
did a great job on the photos and article in
The Westfield Leader! This will help so
much in getting the word out about the
skilled-nursing care given to the medi-
cally fragile infants and toddlers in the
MDC program along with the wonderful
help they receive from various commu-
nity organizations.

My best wishes to you and your family
for the holidays and for a happy, healthy
new year.

Dr. Sharon Burke
Dir. Infant/Toddler Program

Children’s Specialized Hospital

Thanks for Story on
CSH Day Care Ctr.

Dear Mr. Fortunato, On behalf of
Sharon Burke and everyone at Children’s
Specialized Hospital, I would like to thank
you for your coverage of the holiday
party at our Medical Day Care facility.

The Pediatric Medical Day Care Cen-
ter provides a comprehensive program of
care for children with existing medical
problems and requires intensive skilled
nursing care. We appreciate you keeping
our children in mind this Christmas sea-
son.

Again, thank you and wishing you a
happy, healthy holiday season.

Philip Salerno, 3rd
President and Chief Dev. Officer

Children’s Specialized Hospital
Foundation

Prohibit Lottery Sales
When Prizes Are Won
TRENTON – The Assembly proposes

prohibiting the sale of lottery scratch-off
tickets after the top prizes have been won.

“It is patently unfair for a lottery game
to have tickets available for sale with no
chance of winning the top prizes because
they already have been claimed,” said
Moriarty (D-Gloucester). “If the lottery
were being run in this way by a private
organization, it’s a fair bet that legal
action would already have been pursued.
The playing field needs to be leveled.”

Under the bill (A-647) the state Lot-
tery Commission would be required to
notify lottery sellers when the top prize or
prizes for a particular lottery scratch-off
game have been claimed. At that point,
the sellers would be required to stop
selling the remainder of the tickets in
their possession and would return the
tickets to the state to be destroyed. The
sponsors noted their legislation is codify-
ing a practice already employed by the
commission.

“Playing the lottery is always a gamble,
doubly so when it comes to scratch off
tickets with a single big prize in the
offering that may or may not be avail-
able,” said Burzichelli (D-Gloucester),
the panel’s chairman.

“This legislation would restore a fun-
damental fairness to New Jersey’s lottery
scratch-off games,” said Quijano (D-
Union), the committee’s vice-chair.
“Scratch-off players shouldn’t have to
gamble on whether there’s even a top
prize to win when they choose to play.”

The bill now heads to the Senate.
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Great Deals! 

You’re Invited to the JCC Open House! 
Sunday, January 9  11 am - 3 pm

We’re
thinking 
summer!

Open 
7 Days 
a Week 

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
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Westfielder Has Breathtaking Hike to
Top of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania

Yoga Series to Commence
At Trailside January 18

MOUNTAINSIDE – The popular
gentle yoga series at Trailside Nature
and Science Center will resume on
Tuesday nights throughout the winter
months. Intended for adults, ages 18
and older, this series will begin on
January 18 and continue for nine addi-
tional weeks through March 22.

“The yoga series for adults, held in
the beautiful and tranquil setting of the
Trailside Visitor Center, is a great way
to relax and learn methods to reduce
the stresses of daily life,” said Free-
holder Vice Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon, liaison to the Parks and Rec-
reation Advisory Board.

This 10-week series will be an op-
portunity to learn and experience Raja
yoga techniques for integrating body
and mind. Yoga instructor Claire Bay,
certified by the Chopra Center in New
York City, will return to Trailside to
teach and guide participants. Soothing

music will enhance the overall experi-
ence.

Each yoga session will run from 7:15
to 8:30 p.m. The fee is $15 per class for
Union County residents and $20 for
out-of-county participants. Pre-regis-
tration is preferred, as space is limited.
However, participants can register for
individual sessions. Doors will open 15
minutes prior to each class. Partici-
pants are asked to bring a yoga mat or
pillow.

Yoga classes will be offered on Janu-
ary 18 and 25; February 1, 8, 15 and 22,
and March 1, 8, 15 and 22. For more
information about this series or up-
coming programs at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Mother Worries Son’s Friend
Will Spoil Planned Party

A Puzzled Mother Writes: My eight-
year-old son will be having a party, and
I will be inviting his classmates and
other friends. I have a problem with
“Jim” (disguised name.) He is very
destructive, and I am afraid if I invite
him, he will act up and make a mess of
things. My son has mixed feelings and
would like to invite him, but doesn’t
want Jim to spoil this special occasion.
Jim’s parents are of no help since they
overprotect and defend him no matter
what. I am torn about what to do.

Answer: Since your son has mixed
feelings, reassure him that if Jim is
invited you will be very proactive. If
Jim starts becoming a problem, you
will speak to him privately about the
behavior you expect from him and
the others, and if he doesn’t behave in
an appropriate manner, he will be
sent home. This may be refreshing to
a youngster who encounters an adult
who cares enough to set limits and
boundaries, unlike his defensive and
ineffectual parents. Good luck.

A Confused Daughter Writes: My
mother passed away two years ago
after a difficult bout with cancer. She
was 70. The family mourned her ap-
propriately. My dad, age 75, retired
from his job, spent a lot of time at
home and then began to meet for
lunch with old friends. Gradually, he
began to go to sports events, theater,
etc. At one of these events, he met
“Eve” (disguised name.) For the past
half year, he has seen Eve regularly.
They eat out constantly, and go to
Florida hotels and other resorts. She
is a widow who comes from a poverty
background, and we (my siblings and
I) believe she is interested in dad’s
money (he has plenty.) She discour-
ages family dinners and feels he
should buy her jewelry for any and all
occasions. We’ve talked to dad, but
he refuses to listen to us. “She makes
me happy!,” he discloses. We want
him to speak to a psychiatrist or our
priest; he refuses. How can we per-
suade him to get help?

Answer: I don’t feel it is your role
to get him “help.” I really don’t know
Eve, only through your description.
You may be correct about her motiva-
tion (or are you jealous, competi-
tive??) However, your dad says he is
happy with her. You could encourage
more family contact, but he will prob-
ably oppose it if he feels you oppose
his relationship with Eve.

I would not pursue his seeing some-
one professionally since he sees no
reason for this. He is an adult and has
a right to make decisions re his hap-
piness. If you are wrong in your evalu-

ation, he will continue to be happy
with Eve. If you are right, he will
have to discover this for himself. Let
us hope his judgment is appropriate.

A “Blessed” Mother Writes:
“Jayden” (disguised name) never went
to college and doesn’t communicate
easily. I was concerned about Jayden’s
vocational future. He has also had
long-standing problems with his dad,
which didn’t help. But let me share
with you how he has made a wonder-
ful adjustment in his career and his
communication skills. He contributes
to sayings that are put on cups,
sweatshirts and other accessories, and
he is doing very well. After a confron-
tation between Jayden and his father,
in which my husband always yells,
“You have to listen to me, I am your
father,” Jayden wrote: “Any man can
be a Father, but it takes someone spe-
cial to be a Dad.” Another time, when
my husband ridiculed Jayden’s youth
involvement at our church, Jayden
wrote: “Prayer, the world’s greatest
wireless connection.” My husband
hasn’t changed, but he appreciates
Jayden’s sense of humor and his ex-
pressions of sincere emotion.

Answer: A wonderful story (I might
be able to use Jayden as my PR person.)

Openings Are Available
For Senior Recreation
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Rec-

reation Department has announced
that individuals may still sign up for
the borough’s winter recreation pro-
grams for senior citizens.

Programs run weekly and will con-
tinue through the week of March 28.
They include Aerobics (Tuesdays,
9:15 to 10 a.m.), Tai Chi (Tuesdays,
10:15 to 11:15 a.m.), Line Dancing
(Thursdays, 1 to 2 p.m.) and Water
Exercise (Fridays, 11 to 11:45 a.m.)

For Fanwood and Scotch Plains resi-
dents, the registration fee for each pro-
gram is $10. All others will be charged
$25 per program. All programs are held
in the recreation building at Forest Road
Park in Fanwood, except for Water
Exercise, which is held at the indoor
pool at the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey’s Wilf
Jewish Community Campus, located
at 1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Space is limited.

Program schedules and registra-
tion forms may be picked up at
Fanwood Borough Hall, located at
75 North Martine Avenue, or down-
loaded from fanwoodrecreation.org.
For more information, call Fanwood
Recreation at (908) 370-7092.

Westfield Foundation Announces
4th Quarter Recipients

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Foundation, originally founded to be
a turnkey solution for individuals who
want to leave a legacy in the commu-
nity, announces their grant recipients
for the fourth quarter of 2010. The
Foundation granted over $31,000 to
five local programs and projects.
These grants will be used to purchase
new stretchers, an aquatic access life
chair, and fund a crisis intervention
program for teens at risk.

The Westfield Foundation favors
grants for programs or projects, which
focus primarily on the Westfield com-
munity or groups serving the
Westfield community. These areas
include education; the arts and other
cultural activities; civic, health and
human services; community devel-
opment; and the conservation and
preservation of historical resources.
This quarter’s recipients include:
Youth and Family Counseling Ser-
vices, The Westfield Y, Good Grief,
Continuo Arts Foundation and the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.

The Foundation is currently con-
ducting its annual fundraising cam-
paign. Tax-deductible donations al-
low the Foundation to grow their en-

dowment, while utilizing the income
for grants. In this way, donations give
back to the community for many years
to come. The Foundation is also a
resource for community members to
leave a permanent legacy for a fa-
vored philanthropic interest in the
community. Funds can be established
in the family name, allowing contri-
butions to have a long-term impact
that will continue to meet commu-
nity needs indefinitely.

The Westfield Foundation started
with an initial donation of $2,000
over 34 years ago. The Foundation’s
funds are professionally invested and
the income generated is granted to
carefully screened applicants
throughout the year. The Foundation
has distributed over $4 million since
its inception.

If you need more information about
the Westfield Foundation, please see
www.thewestfieldfoundation.com. If
you are interested in contributing to
this worthwhile community founda-
tion, please contact Betsy Chance,
the Executive Director, at
foundation@westfieldnj.com or by
telephone at (908) 233-9787 with
any questions.

TANZANIA — On Sep. 30, 2010,
Westfield resident Douglas MacNeil
succeeded in reaching the summit of
Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa.
At 19,334 feet, Mt. Kilimanjaro is the
highest mountain in Africa and the
tallest freestanding mountain in the
world.

Climbing Kilimanjaro required hik-
ing 6 days over 70 miles and ascend-
ing over 12,000 feet. The hike began
in the hot tropical rain forest and ended
up near frigid glaciers at the summit.
With summit temperatures of only -10
F to -15 F, strong winds, and less than
half as much oxygen as at sea level,
only 40 percent of climbers success-
fully reach the peak.

Although not a technical climb, the
route is challenging and dangerous.
The week before Doug’s climb, two
climbers died in separate falls and
accidents. During the descent, Doug
saw an unconscious woman being
evacuated down the mountain on a
stretcher. Doug had trained for six
months by bike riding and hiking. By
August, he was riding 125 miles per
week and on the weekends hiking
over 20 miles along the Appalachian
Trail.

Of the last 150 climbers to register
for an attempt to climb, only two were,
like Doug, older than 55. Doug did

suffer modest altitude sickness, in-
cluding headaches, and near total loss
of appetite on the day of the climb.
From base camp at 15,000 feet, it took
seven hours to reach the summit.

The ascent started at midnight so
climbers would be off the mountain
before late morning weather devel-
ops, which can include fierce winds
and snow. The lack of oxygen was
very noticeable, not only was any rapid
movement exhausting, Doug noticed
strange visual effects, including
blurred vision, strange colors, and 45
degree tilt of the horizon.

The climb was dedicated to Doug’s
dad, James MacNeil, who died rela-
tively young, in part due to his life
long battle with asthma. Over the years,
lung diseases have especially hard hit
Doug’s family. His grandmother, fa-
ther, uncle and sister all suffered with
asthma. Two of his grandparents died
from emphysema and his mom is bat-
tling interstitial lung disease.

Doug’s fundraising efforts for the
American Lung Association were in
his Dad’s memory. With the support
of family, friends and colleagues at
Merck, Doug raised $5,000. The blog
of his African adventure is at
mtkilimanjaroandme.blogspot.com.
He posted pictures from his Black-
berry while on the mountain.
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Walther Ott, 99, Scientist, Was Active
In FUMC and African Violet Society – Obituaries –

Walther Henry Ott, 99, died peace-
fully on Saturday, December 25,
2010, at the Holly Center of Arbor
Glen in Bridgewater.

Born on September 30,
1911 in Hermiston, Ore.,
he was the son of the late
Henry and Minnie Ott.
Walther graduated from
Oregon State College
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Poultry
Husbandry and a Master
of Science degree in Ani-
mal Nutrition. He earned
his Ph.D. degree in Agri-
cultural and Biological
Chemistry from Pennsyl-
vania State College.

In 1942 Walther be-
gan a research career at the Merck
Institute for Therapeutic Research in
Rahway. He held the title of senior
scientist at the time of his retirement
in 1976. Dr. Ott was the first non-
university, non-government person
to be elected to the presidency of the
Poultry Science Association (1971-
72). He published 102 scientific pa-
pers and holds two patents.

A 62-year member of the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield,
Walther served that church as lay leader
for 10½ years, was a member and
president of the board of trustees, and
was a Stephen Minister, among other
capacities. In retirement, he served as
volunteer pastoral assistant for 16
years. He was a 50-year member of
The Gnosis (Westfield, N.J.)

In 1973, he became a member of
The African Violet Society of America
(AVSA). His dedication to the pro-
motion of Max Maas hybrids has

made him well known
in the African violet
community.

Walther has been
published in the AVSA
magazine and has won
many awards and rib-
bons for his violets and
his education displays
at the shows. He will
be sadly missed by all.

Dr. Ott was preceded
in death by his wife,
Maxine, and son,
Roger.

Surviving are his
daughters, Ruth Arthur of Indianapo-
lis, Ind. and Arline Cox of Bridgewater,
N.J.; four grandchildren, Katharina
Lewman, Karen Campbell and George
and Raymond Cox, and six great-
grandchildren, Levi Lewman, Olivia,
Denver and Daniel Campbell and
Daniel and Thomas Cox.

Memorial services will be held at 2
p.m. on Saturday, January 8, 2011,
beginning with a visitation at 1 p.m.,
at the Arbor Glen Auditorium, 100
Monroe Street, Bridgewater. Inter-
ment will be at the Memorial Garden,
First United Methodist Church in
Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Bruce C.
VanArsdale Funeral Home, 111 N.
Gaston Avenue, Somerville, (908)
725-3111.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
can be made to The Fellowship Fund
of the United Methodist Homes of
New Jersey Foundation, 3311 State
Route 33, Neptune, N.J. 07753-9926,
www.umh-nj.org. To send condo-
lences to the family, visit
www.brucecvanarsdalefuneralhome.com.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Stella Forster, 93, Cherished Family;
Loved Life, People, Arts and Nature

Stella Forster died on Tuesday,
December 28, of natural causes, in
her home at The Chelsea at Fanwood,
surrounded by her
family. She was 93
years old.

Mrs. Forster was
born Stella Wagner on
April 27, 1917, in
Vienna, Austria to
Ignatz and Regina
Wagner. She married
Hans Feingold (John
Forster) in 1938, and
shortly after they fled
Austria for America to
escape the Nazis. In America, Mrs.
Forster and her husband built a life
and family together, living in
Harrison, N.Y. for more than 50
years.

After her husband’s passing in
2001, Stella moved to New Jersey to
live near her eldest daughter, Lynn

Bilman. Mrs. Forster, af-
fectionately known as
“Omi” to most, will be
remembered as someone
who loved life, the arts,
nature and her family,
and who had a deep re-
spect for all humankind.

Mrs. Forster is sur-
vived by her three chil-
dren, Lynn Bilman,
James Forster and
Elizabeth Leinwand; 10

grandchildren; nine great-grand-
children and countless friends and
relatives around the world.
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Jack C. Johansen, 91
Jack C. Johansen, 91, of Scotch

Plains passed away on Saturday,
January 1, 2011.

Born in Norfolk, Va., he resided in
Scotch Plains for the past 58 years.

Along with his father, Gotfred
Johansen, Sr., and his brothers, Rob-
ert, Paul and Gotfred, Jr., Jack
founded the Johansen Company
Mechanical Contractors, formerly
of Garwood and South Plainfield.
He also was a member of the Echo
Lake Country Club of Westfield.

His wife, Margaret, predeceased
him in 2000.

Surviving are his daughter, Joyce
Dolan; his grandchildren, Richard
Dolan and his wife, Lorena, Jeffrey
Dolan and his wife, Cindy, and
Diane Miller and her husband,
Mark, and his great-grandchildren,
Chris, Tara, Michael and Ray Dolan
and Andrew and Katie Miller.

A service was conducted yester-
day, Wednesday, January 5, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment fol-
lowed at Hillside Cemetery in
Scotch Plains.

To express condolences or sign
the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Scotch Plains Police Nab
Suspect In Burglary Spree

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
police arrested an individual Decem-
ber 24 who has been linked to mul-
tiple burglaries in the township that
occurred during November.

Members of the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau
arrested Herbbie Sheffield, 43, of
Elizabeth at his home at approxi-
mately 4:40 p.m., according to Police
Chief Brian Mahoney.

Sheffield was taken to Scotch
Plains police headquarters, where
he was charged with receiving sto-
len property. He later was processed
and then transported to the Union
County jail in lieu of bail that was
set by the Scotch Plains Municipal
Court at $20,000. The suspect was
scheduled to appear in the Union
County Superior Court in Elizabeth
on Monday.

Sheffield became a suspect in a
recent string of burglaries several days
earlier when he was arrested in
Hanover Township for allegedly
breaking into a residence. When
Hanover police arrested him, he had

in his possession an Eversafe/ADT
photo identification and ADT busi-
ness cards, and claimed to be work-
ing for Eversafe/ADT security sell-
ing alarm systems.

Further investigation has revealed
that Sheffield currently is not em-
ployed by either of these companies.
In conjunction with Hanover police,
Scotch Plains detectives were able to
recover property taken from a bur-
glary that was reported on North Av-
enue in Scotch Plains on November
17. Entrance was gained by forcing
open the rear door.

The investigation is ongoing at this
point, and information is being shared
with other jurisdictions. All the vic-
tims of the recent burglaries in Scotch
Plains have been notified in an at-
tempt to identify additional items of
property recovered during the inves-
tigation.

If anyone has additional informa-
tion or has had contact with Sheffield,
they are asked to call Detective Lt.
Brian Donnelly at (908) 322-7100,
extension no. 111.

Carl Schwarzenbek, 64, Local Veteran;
Was Retiree and Devoted Family Man

Margaret Kobrak, 98, Active In FUMC;
Had Been Nanny and Nursing Assistant
Margaret (Madge) Kobrak (née

Walsh), the last surviving child of
her baker father’s 17 offspring, was
born nearly 99 years ago in
Longford, Ireland (January 26,
1912) and died on Friday, Decem-
ber 17, in Westfield, N.J.

At age 15, and with her sister,
Christina, she left for New York,
where she lived and worked for
many years as a nanny and later as
a nursing assistant. In 1943, Madge
married Helmut Kobrak, a recent
immigrant from Germany, who died
in 1972. In 1956, they moved with
their son, Chris, to Westfield, where
she lived until her death.

Madge spent many years work-
ing at Overlook Hospital and was
an active member of the First United
Methodist Church. Although at-
tached to Westfield, Madge was very
well traveled, having visited Japan
and much of Europe, and was de-
voted to her native Ireland. She will
be remembered by her friends and
family in the United States and Eu-
rope for her strength in adversity,
her good humor and storytelling,
and by her son for her unflagging
support of his endeavors.

A memorial service will be held at

11 a.m. on Saturday, January 15, 2011,
at the First United Methodist Church,
1 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations in Madge’s memory
may be made to either the First
United Methodist Church or to the
charity of one’s choice.
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Carl Schwarzenbek, 64, of
Westfield died peacefully on Sunday,
January 2, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit. He was a Vietnam
War veteran and a retiree of
Sky Auction.com of New
York City.

He was the beloved hus-
band of the late Eileen
(Reiley) Schwarzenbek
(1999) and also was prede-
ceased by his father, Eu-
gene Francis Schwarzenbek
(2000).

Carl was a loving hus-
band, father, brother,
brother-in-law, uncle and
friend, who will be deeply missed.

Surviving are his loving daughter,
Meghan Schwarzenbek of Cranford,
and his devoted mother, Ida
Schwarzenbek of Seaside Park. He
also was the dear brother of June
Smerling of Boca Raton, Fla., Eugene
and his wife, Cathy, of Westfield, Lynn
Rayfiel and her husband, David, of
New York City, Robert and his wife,

Susan, of Readington Township, Gail
Hering and her husband, Michael, of
Westfield, Pamela Stahl of Forked

River, Wendy Stoll and
her husband, Jon, of
Parker, Colo. and Diane
Schwarzenbek of Boca
Raton, Fla., and many
nieces and nephews.

The funeral service will
be held at 10:30 a.m. to-
day, Thursday, January 6,
at the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral
Home, 582 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield. In-
terment will follow at

Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
In lieu of flowers, memorial con-

tributions may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital, P.O.
Box 1893, Memphis, TN 38101-
9950 or to the Westfield Volunteer
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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Anne E. Forbes, 55
Anne E. Forbes, 55, passed away at

her home in North Carolina on Thurs-
day, December 30, 2010.

Anne was a resident of Westfield
for 34 years before moving to North
Carolina in 2007. She was a 1973
graduate of Westfield High School.

She was predeceased by her
mother, Elizabeth (Duggan) Forbes;
her father, Douglas Forbes, and her
brother, John.

Surviving are her brothers, Malcolm
of Milton, Fla. and Andrew of Scotch
Plains, N.J., as well as family and
friends who truly will miss her.

A graveside service will be held on
Saturday, January 8, at 11 a.m. at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
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Robert Schelhorn, 65
Robert J. Schelhorn, 65, formerly of

Scotch Plains, died on Saturday, De-
cember 18, 2010, at his home in Boonton.

Mr. Schelhorn was a big Cardinals
fan. While he was hospitalized years
ago, Frankie Valli of The 4 Seasons
visited him at Deborah Hospital.

He was predeceased by his mother,
Catherine; a brother, Richard, and a
nephew, James Schelhorn.

He is survived by his wife, Joanne
(Taubert); his sister, Barbara Riepe
of Scotch Plains; his brothers and
sisters-in-law, David and his wife,
Carol, of Berkeley Heights and Ed-
ward and his wife, Catherine, of
Plainfield; a daughter, Heather, son,
Daniel, and a granddaughter, Bridget,
all of Jacksonville, Fla., and a niece
and nephew, Deborah Vattelana of
Waynesboro, Pa. and David
Schelhorn of Millington.

Services will be held at a later date.
January 6, 2011

SCOUTS GIVE BACK…Boy Scout Troop No. 73 held its annual Christmas Party
December 20, with more than 50 scouts attending. Assistant Scoutmaster Domecq
Smith, on the keyboard, and Life Scout Jason Isbit, on the cello, led the scouts and
adults in singing traditional Christmas hymns and songs. The boys then wrapped
presents for the family they helped this Christmas – a grandmother who is raising
her six granddaughters. The scouts purchased $885 worth of gifts and ShopRite
gift certificates and wrapped them. They raised $450 working at the Fanwood
Recycling Center, and $445 was donated by the scouts, leaders and parents.
Sponsored by the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, Troop 73 is
open to boys ages 11 to 17. Interested persons are asked to call Scoutmaster Steve
Deduck at (908) 233-2867.

Westfield
Tuesday, December 28, a burglary

and theft of a snow blower was re-
ported on the 1500 block of Lamberts
Mill Road. There were no suspects.

Sunday, January 2, Gabriela Reyna-
Romero, 20, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with shoplifting earrings
valued at $14 from a store on the 100
block of East Broad Street. The sto-
len items were recovered. Reyna-
Romero was released with a sum-
mons and a future court date.

Monday, January 3, a resident of
the 200 block of Myrtle Avenue re-
ported that someone unknown had
illegally charged items to her credit
card. The total amount was $166.23.

Monday, January 3, Timmy Butler,
40, of Newark was arrested on a
Westfield warrant, after turning him-
self in at Westfield police headquar-
ters. He was released after posting
$106 bail.

Monday, January 3, Tony C.
Crawford, 52, of East Orange was
arrested on warrants from East Or-
ange, in the amount of $350; Eliza-
beth, for $566, and Westfield, for $500,
after turning himself in at Westfield
police headquarters. Crawford posted
bail on the Westfield and East Orange
warrants and was released on his own
recognizance by Elizabeth.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 27, a resident

of Raritan Road reported that some-
one opened up a cell phone account
using his identity and made approxi-
mately $420 worth of calls without
his authorization.

Wednesday, December 29, a resi-
dent of Byrd Avenue reported that
someone opened up a credit card
using his identity and made approxi-
mately $800 worth of charges with-
out his authorization.

Friday, December 31, a resident of
Unami Lane reported that someone
harassed her by making multiple tele-
phone calls to her residence and hang-
ing up when she answered.

Friday, December 31, Nicolas
Cirillo, 19, of Stirling was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue on an outstanding Scotch
Plains warrant in the amount of
$1,000. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, January 1, Tanesha Mor-
ris, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth warrant in
the amount of $580 after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, January 2, a resident of
Prospect Avenue reported being the
victim of criminal mischief after some-
one keyed her motor vehicle while it
was parked in front of her house.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 29, a couple

residing on Hickory Lane came into
police headquarters to report that
someone had opened up a credit card
in their names at one retail store and
also had attempted to open one at
another retailer. According to police,
the victims received a call from a
retailer to verify information regard-
ing a credit card that a suspect was
attempting to fraudulently open in
their name, but was denied. The vic-
tims then contacted a credit bureau
and were made aware of another credit
card that was successfully opened
using their identity, on which mul-
tiple charges had recently been made,
police said. The suspect had the vic-
tims’ dates of birth, Social Security
numbers and driver’s license num-
bers, authorities reported. It is un-
known how the victims’ information
was obtained.

Wednesday, December 29, Leonel
M. Cojon, 28, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for allegedly driving without a
license after police stopped him for
soliciting without a permit on Cedar
Avenue.

Saturday, January 1, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant left her cell phone
on the table when she went to use the
restroom, and when she returned, her
party had gotten up from the table
and the table had been cleared. Ac-
cording to police, the cell phone was
missing and no one from the restau-
rant claimed to know where the phone,
described as a HTC EVO with a purple
case, had gone.

Sunday, January 2, Carlos A.
Monroy, 40, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
turned over to the Plainfield Police
Department.

Fanwood
Friday, December 31, Daniel

Decataldo, 20, of Fanwood was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). According to police, he
failed multiple field sobriety tests
administered at the scene. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Saturday, January 1, James Steger,
55, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road. Accord-
ing to police, he failed multiple field
sobriety tests administered at the
scene. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Sunday, January 2, Michael
Sneed, 27, of Freehold was arrested
on an outstanding Sayreville war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.
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CBI Program to Address
Caring For Older Adults

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will present “Car-
ing for an Older Adult” on Thurs-
day, January 13, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Sponsored by the synagogue’s Adult
Education Committee, this program
will be open to the public and of-
fered free of charge.

Naomi Browar, a licensed social
worker in the Older Adult Depart-
ment at Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey, will be the guest
speaker. Ms. Browar specializes in
providing home counseling and re-
ferral services to homebound older
adults and their families in Union
County. She also co-facilitates Café
Europa, a social group for Holo-
caust survivors, and is an experi-
enced support group leader.

Topics to be discussed that evening
will include: How to recognize and
understand the signs, symptoms,
causes and treatment of dementias;

effective care-giving strategies; how
to understand the stages of grief that
accompany care giving; how to
choose an Alzheimer’s or dementia
facility, and the advantages of at-
tending a caregiver support group.
Handouts and lists of area resources
also will be available.

“Unfortunately, many of us face
the difficult task of caring for an
older adult whose mental and physi-
cal health is declining. We are often
overwhelmed by this challenge. For-
tunately, experienced professionals
like Naomi Browar can provide the
necessary guidance and assistance,”
said Sharon Goldner, co-chair-
woman of Congregation Beth Israel’s
Adult Education Committee.

This program is made possible
through a grant from the Jewish
Federation of Central New Jersey.
For more information, or to attend,
call the synagogue office at (908)
889-1830. Congregation Beth Is-
rael is located at 18 Shalom Way, at
the corner of Martine Avenue, in
Scotch Plains.

WINE IN WINTER…Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotarian Neil Schembre
announces this year’s Rotary-spon-
sored “January-Blahs” benefit wine-
tasting event.

Rotary Club to Hold
Wine-Tasting Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains in-
vites members of the community
to its annual “January Blahs Wine
Sampler – a Tasting of Warmth,”
on Wednesday, January 19, at 7
p.m. It will take place in the dining
room of the Stage House Restau-
rant, located at 366 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The Colonial-era restaurant cur-
rently is accepting reservations for
a prix-fixe dinner, with courses
selected to accompany wines of a
popular region still to be deter-
mined. Noted wine expert Tom
Jackson will be on hand to discuss
the wines, and bottles will be of-
fered for sale. Mr. Jackson is a 20-
year veteran of the restaurant in-
dustry.

The cost is $65 per person, in-
cluding wines for each of five
courses. Seating is limited, so in-
terested persons are encouraged to
make reservations early. For reser-
vations, call the Stage House Res-
taurant at (908) 322-4224.

A portion of the proceeds, as
with all Rotary events, will sup-
port causes including scholarships
for local graduates, as well as Ro-
tary International programs such
as clean-water-for-the-world. In
2010, the Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains raised $15,000 for
earthquake relief in Haiti. For more
information on the club, visit
fsprotary.org.

WEE CARE…Westfield Pediatric Dental Group and Second Chance Toys, an
organization that rescues and recycles unwanted plastic toys for needy children,
recently teamed up to celebrate “the season of giving.” The children of the Westfield
Area “Y” Preschool classes helped by bringing in one special plastic toy to donate. This
effort also benefited the environment by keeping non-biodegradable toys out of
landfills. The toys were donated to 3,000 Union County families.  Pictured are Kim
Sokol and Kathy Rastelli’s Preschool Wee Three Class with their toy donations.

Westfield Rotary Reveals
January Program Topics

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield has announced its re-
maining slate of program topics for
January. Westfield Rotarians meet 50
weeks per year, from 12:15 to 1:30
p.m., for lunch and a program in the
second-floor Kellogg Room at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. Guests are
always welcome.

“Rotary In Motion: Homes For Hope
in Ecuador” will be the program for
January 11. Since 2004, Rotarians and
volunteers have worked to help create
a sustainable community for the people
of the Ciudadela Rotaria Rio Guayas,
in Ecuador. Doug Merrit, Homes For
Hope founder and chairman, will up-
date the club on the accomplishments
to date and the work yet to be done. The
club continues to be a supporter of this
District 7510 project. For more infor-
mation, visit rotarynj.org/
international_service/ecuador.php.

“Westfield Educators Journey to
South Africa” will be featured on
January 18. This program will spot-
light the experiences of Shani
Contreras and Maria Auricchio, spe-
cial education teachers from
Westfield’s Tamaques Elementary
School, who traveled to South Africa
in February 2010 as part of a delega-
tion seeking to help make a differ-
ence in the education of children there.

“Healing the Children New Jersey”
will be the focus on January 25. Founded

in 1981, HTCNJ provides donated
medical care to children in need
throughout New Jersey and the world.
Pamela DePompo, president-elect of
the Clinton Sunrise Rotary Club, the
organization’s executive director and
community service program chair-
woman, will be featured. Accompany-
ing her will be Gina Lalla of Westfield,
a member of the HTCNJ board of
trustees and a Certified Nurse Practi-
tioner and Registered Nurse who serves
on the non-profit’s Development and
Public Relations Committee. For more
information, visit htcnj.org.

Anyone interested in attending a pro-
gram or learning more about Rotary in
Westfield may contact Ray Kostyack,
president, at (908) 789-7834 or
raymond.kostyack@wachoviasec.com.

Superior Court Judge
To Speak to Seniors

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on
Monday, January 10, at 1:30 p.m. in
the Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium, located at 336 First Street
in Westfield.

Superior Court Judge William L’E.
Wertheimer, a member of the Holy
Trinity parish and a Westfield resi-
dent, will be the guest speaker. Father
Matthew Looney will discuss upcom-
ing trips. For more information, call
(908) 925-5454.

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

  

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Garwood
Mountainside
Clark

Westfield
Train Station

Airport

Scotch Plains
Fanwood
Cranford

A BETTER RIDE CAR SERVICE
(908) 456-1015

Local Lowest Prices! Long Distance

STRETCH LIMOUSINE AVAILABLE

NYC
Theater District
Stadiums

24 HOUR RESERVATIONS A BETTER RIDE
Westfield, NJ 07090

Dependable & Reliable Service

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

GUTTER CLEANING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services

908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com
Free Estimates / Fully Insured

FALL SPECIAL!
$10.00 OFF

Any Gutter Cleaning Service
Exp: 1/15/11

Wish you had more time for 

the people & things you love? 

We hear you, and we can help. 

Shopping, errands, personal assistance, 
event planning, bookkeeping and more! 

(917) 882-1801 

www.buytime4u.com 

 WESKCM Builders  
 

   New Homes- Additions- Renovations 
 

Design-Build / In-house Architectural Services 
                                                                                                       

  Commercial—Construction Management 
                                                                                               

Contact Bill Lyons at 908-542-1500  
 blyons@weskcm.com 

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Factory Showroom of NJ

Factory Showroom of NJ

Office: (908) 232-3500

Direct:   (908) 787-7370

Factory Showroom of NJ

305 South Avenue West

Westfield

Custom Cabinetry for the

Kitchen-Bath-Home

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

Goods & Services You Need
Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad file to: sales@goleader.com

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

WCP’s I Love You
To Open Saturday

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Players will continue its 2010-
2011 season with the popular musical
I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now
Change. The show will open this Sat-
urday, January 8, and will run week-
ends through Saturday, January 22.

This comic revue pays tribute to
those who have loved and lost, to
those who have fallen on their face at
the portal of romance, and to those
who have dared to ask, “What are you
doing Saturday night?” The books
and lyrics are by Joe DiPietro, with
music by Jimmy Roberts.

Sherrie Ahlin of Maplewood is the
director, assisted by producer Kay
Macrae of Westfield. The theater is
located at 1000 North Avenue in
Westfield. Tickets cost $25 and can
be reserved by calling the 24-hour
tape at (908) 232-1221. Audience
members are invited to a reception
with the cast and crew after the per-
formance.

Funding has been made possible in
part by the New Jersey State Council
on the Arts, a partner agency of the
National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
Meetings are held at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

The first meeting of 2011 will take
place on January 10. These are infor-
mation and sharing sessions. For more
information, call Marilyn Ryan at
(908) 232-1214.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Chelsea to Host Event
On Racial Healing

FANWOOD – The Chelsea at
Fanwood will host “What’s Race
Got to Do With It?” on Monday,
January 17, from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m. in observance of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day. The Chelsea
is located at 295 South Avenue in
Fanwood.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Ministerium will sponsor this free,
interactive discussion as part of its
local activities for the Second An-
nual Martin Luther King Day of
Service. In a mutually supportive
environment, participants will ex-
plore how ordinary people can take
the lessons of racial division in
America and turn them into heal-
ing tools, according to The Chelsea.

The Beyond Diversity Resource
Center, a New Jersey non-profit
dedicated to educating people on
cultural diversity, will present the
program. Responses are always ap-
preciated. To respond, call (908)
654-5200.

Trinitas Welcomes
First Baby of 2011

ELIZABETH – A baby girl born at
Trinitas Regional Medical Center in
Elizabeth arrived just 18 seconds af-
ter the world welcomed 2011.

Eight-pound, six-ounce Jocelyn
Skye Jimenez, measuring 19.5 inches
in length, is the daughter of Jennifer
Jimenez and Qujair Humphrey of
Elizabeth, and was delivered by
Trinitas midwife Rosemarie
Kunaszuk.

The baby’s mother arrived at the
hospital at 1:30 p.m. on December 31
and was in labor until just past mid-
night, when Jocelyn was born.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
‘La Befana’ This Sunday

WESTFIELD – Area residents
are invited to celebrate “The Leg-
end of La Befana,” the kindly witch
of Italy’s Christmas season, this
Sunday, January 9, from 2 to 4
p.m. at the Miller-Cory House
Museum. The museum is located
at 614 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield.

La Befana is one of Italy’s oldest
and most celebrated legends. Each
year on the evening of January 5,
according to the legend, the
“Christmas witch” flies among the
clouds searching for the Christ
Child. Children awaken the next
day in the hope that she has visited
their houses and left a nice gift
(not a lump of coal!)

Museum volunteers will bring
the legend of La Befana to life in a
reenactment of her Christmas tale.
This program is ideal for children
and families. Sunday’s program
also will include limited tours of
the 1740 farmhouse.

The museum gift shop, which of-
fers a variety of Colonial toys,
books, crafts and educational items,
also will be open. Admission to the
museum and its grounds is $3 for
adults and $1 for students; children
under age 4 may attend for free.

The Miller-Cory House Museum

is a nationally recognized living
museum, listed on both the State
and National Registers of Historic
Places and as a site on the New
Jersey Women’s Heritage Trail.

Upcoming Sunday events at the
museum include “Winter Fun” on
January 23, “Historic Valentines”
on February 6 and “A Farmer’s Year
for Children” on February 13.

For more information on pro-
grams or to schedule a school or
scout tour, call the museum office
at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.
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KALIMTZIS WINS AT 103, BARBER WINS 2ND CROWN

Blue Devil Matmen Take 4th
At Roselle Park Tournament

HESS NETS 17; GREENSPAN GETS 13 PTS., 15 BOARDS

Blue Devils Wound Warriors
For Kowal Basketball Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School junior Mike
Kalimtzis and senior Christian Bar-
ber won their respective weight
classes at the Roselle Park wrestling
tournament in Roselle Park on De-
cember 28. Even with three wrestlers
out of the lineup, the Blue Devils had
their best showing at the tournament
with a fourth-place finish, just a few
points behind third-placed Hanover
Park. The Howell Rebels repeated as
champions and the hosting Panthers
finished second.

Westfield also finished ahead of
strong teams from Madison and West
Milford, as well as Piscataway and
Morristown.

“We finished ahead of teams that
we haven’t finished ahead of in a long
time. We were right there points wise

with Hanover Park. We were missing
Pat Currie [125 Ibs]. We definitely
weren’t at full strength with [An-
thony] Aldana at 119 and [Keith]
Peterson at 130,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Glen Kurz said.

Seeded first at 152, Barber received
a bye then advanced to the champi-
onship bout with a first-period pin of
Kareem Elbassiouny of Hanover
Park.

“It was a quick match. I was a lot
more experienced than the kid. I took
him down with a double and then
[pinned him] with a half nelson,”
Barber said. “I come out prepared no
matter what. Every match I try to
keep coming after a person. If the kid
is not that great, I am not going to
relax, take it easy.”

Barber put on a takedown clinic in
the finals to seize a 12-4, majority
decision over Howell’s Zach Bohm.
Barber tallied a pair of takedowns to
grab a 4-1 lead after the first period.

“I hit a nice low single on him for
the first takedown,” Barber explained.

Afterwards, Barber, who also won
last year at 140 lbs., ran the show and
added a few defensive takedowns with
his barrage of offensive takedowns,
because Bohm was grabbing onto his
leg in an attempt to slow down the
onslaught.

“I knew the kid. I practiced with
him. He was a good decent kid. I
wanted to send a message to make

sure that he was never going to beat
me. I pretty much kept taking him
down, letting him up. I threw a couple
of nice shots on him. I hit my
duckunders and my doubles,” Barber
said. “Coming into the tournament, I
was confident I was going to win it. I
came out prepared and ready to
wrestle. That’s what happened.”

Also seeded first, Kalimtzis, who
placed third last year, received a first-
round bye at 103 lbs. then threaded
Jimmy Slendorn (Howell), 10-1, in
the semifinals.

“In my semifinal match, I took the
kid down with a single leg takedown.
I had trouble turning him with a half
in the first, because he had really
flexible shoulders, so the period ended
2-0. He chose down. I eventually
turned him once with the half and
once with an arm bar. Then the next

period, I chose neutral and took him
down with a single. I turned him with
the bar and half a couple times but
couldn’t pin him,” Kalimtzis ex-
plained.

Kalimtzis claimed the title with a
6-1 victory over Anthony Arce
(Hanover Park).

“I took him down with a single and
finished the period 2-0. He chose down,
and I finished that period still on top.
I rode a claw or single wrist for the
most part. In the third, I chose down
got a reversal, stayed on top for a little
while then I let him up. Towards the
end of the match, I took him down
with a front headlock. I felt overall I
wrestled well and was satisfied with
my performance,” Kalimtzis said.

“Mike and Christian did what they
had to do in a tournament like that. I
am really pleasantly surprised at how
well Mike and Christian did, because
you expect them to dominate, and
they did,” Coach Kurz said.

Blue Devil Brian Bulger defeated
Pat Murphy (Morristown), 3-1, and
John Stark (Hanover Park) via pin to
reach the 160-lbs. finals where he
had a 2-0 lead on Madison’s Ed Carr,
but fell victim to a second-period fall
in 2:40.

Ellis Opoku placed second at 140
lbs. with a 9-6 victory over Anthony
Bassolino (Hanover Park) and a 7-0
win over Phil Woods of Roselle Park,
before loosing by fall to Cole

Cameron of Howell.
At 135 lbs., Nick Rotundo pinned

Jack Weinberg (West Milford) to
reach the finals where he was de-
feated by veteran Roselle Park Pan-
ther Nick Longo. Blue Devil Kyle
Kania took third at heavyweight with
pins over Bob Piccarelli (Roselle
Park) and Bryan Sherlotti (Howell)
and a loss to Mike Boardman Madi-
son). Troy Skibitsky dropped a pair
of very close bouts to place fourth at
145 lbs.

“Guys like Ellis! Guys like Bulger!
Guys like Rotundo, making it into the
finals! They wrestled very well to get
there,” Coach Kurz said. “You have
to be pleased with that, but at the
same time, especially with Ellis and
Bulger, they should have won that
tournament. Rotundo! He was just
outclassed by a kid who is a little bit

more experienced and mat savvy.”
Hanover Park’s Kyle Robertson

pinned Jim Sisolak (Howell) in 3:37
for the 125-lb. crown, and Nick
Giordano nipped Ashanti Maurice,
2-1, for the 145-lb. crown. Panther
Dan Pisauro decisioned Patsy Davis
(Hanover Park), 2-1, for the 119-lb.
title. Darren Dungee (Morristown)
pinned John Hvato (Howell) in 1:41
for the 215-lb. title, and Frank Crippen
(Morristown) edged Ben Esposito
(Howell), 3-1, at 112 lbs. Heavy-
weight Boardman pinned Nick
Melillo (Hanover Park) in 5:36.

“It’s a good sign when we can beat
Rahway by 20 something points and
come back a few days later and place
fourth in a tournament where before
our highest finish was like seventh,”
Coach Kurz said. “Those were two
good efforts. But we are still not even
close to as good as we can be. Little
changes here, little changes there, we
got Bulger winning in the finals. We
got Ellis winning in the finals. Troy is
two mistakes away. Two mistakes is
the difference between first and fourth
place. Our kids wrestled tough. They
wrestled hard. They made some men-
tal mistakes that we are going to grow
from, and we are going to be a better
team later on in the year. We are
going in the right direction.”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior forward Ryan Hess banged
a crucial 3-pointer, which ignited a
13-0 fourth-quarter scoring run to
earn the Westfield High School bas-
ketball team its second straight John
“Butch” Kowal Tournament champi-
onship with a 49-36 victory over
Watchung Hills in Rahway on De-
cember 30.

Last year, the Blue Devils scored

four points in the final 35 seconds to
defeat Rahway, 53-49, in the semifi-
nals then they outpaced Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 43-36, for the title. This
year, the Blue Devils annihilated
Rahway, 53-29, in the semis to ad-
vance to the finals.

Ryan Hess netted 17 points against
the Watchung Hills Warriors, and

teammate Joe Greenspan put up 13
points and was nearly a one-man
yanking crew with 15 rebounds.
Guards Tim Younger and Keegan
Hess each sank six points, guard
Andrew Garfinkel had four points
and forward Scott Toresco netted three
points.

The Blue Devils entered the fourth
quarter nursing a 32-28 lead, but the
Warriors knotted the score, 36-36,

BigFoot
is coming...
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is coming...

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PINCH ON A WARRIOR…Blue Devils Joe Greenspan, left, and Scott Toresco, No. 44, put the pinch on
Watchung Hills Warrior Brandon Spiller for possession of the ball at the John “Butch” Kowal title game in Rahway on
December 30. Westfield defeated Watchung Hills, 49-36, for the title.

David B. Corbin (December 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO-TIME TOURNAMENT WINNER…Blue Devil Christian Barber, top, won the 140-lb. title at the Roselle Park
Tournament last year. This year, he jumped up to win the 152-lb. crown on December 28.

Be.Fit. Exercise/Nutrition Begins
Grades 5-8 Program Jan. 10

WESTFIELD — Be.Fit., a dy-
namic group exercise and healthy
eating program for juniors, is set to
launch January 10th at Creative Kids
on South Avenue in Westfield. Origi-
nated to make fitness fun, and to
improve self-esteem and confidence,
Be.Fit. will get your junior in grades
5-8 up and moving! Held for one
hour twice a week over 6 weeks,
Be.Fit. combines 45 minutes of age-
appropriate, fun and non-competi-
tive physical activity, with 15 min-
utes of hands-on nutritional coach-
ing. At the end of the 6 week session,
members of Be.Fit. will be set for a
lifetime of physical fitness and
healthy eating.

The 6-week Be.Fit. session runs

from January 10-February 17 and
meets Mondays and Thursdays at 5:30
pm for one-hour. A typical Be.Fit.
workout offers a fusion of fitness
training including aerobics, fitness
games, strength and resistance work-
outs, circuit training, dance, obstacle
courses, and more surprises! Each
class also includes nutritional coun-
seling, during which members will
put together mini-meals they can be
proud of eating! At the end of the
session, everyone will receive a com-
pilation of the healthy meals they
have prepared themselves.

For more information on Be.Fit.,
please visit www.BeFitNJ.com!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING HIS WAY TO VICTORY…Blue Devil senior guard Tim Younger, center, converted a pair of fourth-quarter
steals into lay-ups against Watchung Hills.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
Probitas Verus Honos

Happy Birthday to Football’s
Howie Long – Jan. 6, 1960
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After more than half a century, has
the center of the New Jersey swim-
ming universe finally shifted?

Or were the results of Dec. 17 and
Dec. 22 – when the WHS boys swim
team took it on the chin from
Bridgewater-Raritan, 115.5-54.5, and
SP-F, 109-61, respectively – just a blip
on the screen?

Since WHS, the state’s dominant
public school team since the mid-
1950s, will get a shot at redemption on
Jan. 29 (Union County championships)
and hopefully on Feb. 17 (sectional
finals vs. B-R), it won’t take too long
to find out the answer.

(And in between those champion-
ships, the Wallace Pool will host two
of the biggest dual meets of the year:
St. Joseph and Mount St. Mary will
swim WHS on Jan. 18; Christian
Brothers and Immaculate Heart, both
currently ranked No. 1 in the state,

will be here on Feb. 1.)
The Bridgewater and SP-F results

were the largest back-to-back losses
in school history. But Bridgewater and
SP-F came into the season as the teams
to beat in Public A and Public B this
winter, and both teams are obviously
deserving of being called the best pub-
lic school teams in the state … until
proven otherwise.

But WHS overcame regular-season
losses to SP-F in 1997, ’98 and ’10 to
capture the county title. (In fact, WHS
has won 56 of the 59 county meets,
including every UCT title since 1957
except 1999, when it narrowly lost to
SP-F.) And WHS has a long history of
regular-season losses to Bridgewater
that are followed by victories at
sectionals.

So, how will WHS handle these
losses? Will they wave a collective
white flag and roll over on their backs?
Or will they put in some serious yard-
age and gear up for another fabulous
February run? It’s not like WHS is
lacking in talent. It just happened to
run into a couple of buzz-saws.

But crazy things have been known
to happen in February.

In 1997, WHS rebounded from its
first loss ever to SP-F – a 103-67
drubbing – to capture the county title
by 97 points.

Things tightened up in ’98 as SP-F
again easily won the dual meet by 24
points, but WHS retained the county
title by a slim margin of 14 points,
shaving pretty much the entire team to
enable the championship streak to
reach 42 straight years.

SP-F finally broke through com-
pletely in ’99, winning the dual meet by
18 and then winning counties by 19½
points. The difference at counties was
two come-from-behind anchor legs by
the Raiders’ Dave Russ that provided a
24-point swing. (WHS also had a win-
ning swimmer disqualified for an ille-
gal cap, a 19-point swing of points.)

In 2000, WHS rebounded from a
pre-Christmas 62-point loss to
Shawnee to shock everyone and win
both the county (by 64 points, despite

winning no individual races and just
one relay) and state championships.
WHS entered that state tournament
with a 3550 power-point average, com-
pared to runner-up Cherry Hill East’s
4200-plus, but won the title by 8 points.

The next year, Bridgewater won,
93-77, to open the season, and WHS
won, 100-70, at sectionals.

In 2004, it was Bridgewater again,
91-79, in December, and WHS, 102-
68, for the sectional title.

WHS was dunked, 95-75, by
Bridgewater-Raritan in December
2005, but tied the Panthers, 85-85,
before losing the sectional champion-
ship on a tiebreaker, power points for
that meet.

Again in 2006, Bridgewater won,
98-72, in the regular season, but didn’t
earn the sectional final until the final
relay, hanging on for an 88-82 win.

And last year, for the first time since

1999, the county was up for grabs,
after SP-F won the dual meet. But
WHS regrouped to capture the county
title by 30½ points.

As you can see, anything can hap-
pen.

But will it?
WELCOME BACK

Joe Greenspan was a key guy on the
2008 freshman basketball team. But he
went out for swimming in 2009 – earn-
ing a varsity letter on a state champion-
ship team – before concentrating last
winter on soccer, where he proved to be
a very talented player. But this winter
he’s back on the hard court, and coach
Kevin Everly has to be overjoyed.

The athletic 6-foot-5 senior had 15
points and 14 rebounds in a close loss
to Cranford, then had 10 points and
grabbed 22 rebounds as WHS upset
previously unbeaten Rahway in the
opening round of the Butch Kowal
Tournament at Rahway. That one-
game rebound total is the sixth best in
school history, and the most since Dan
Deserio picked off 24 against Newark
Tech in 2002. The school record of 28
is held by Hall of Famer Bob King, in
1963 against Linden.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Faithful reader Bill Monninger of

lovely Lake Owassa, Sussex County,
e-mailed from Utah to note that WHS’s
entire 1969 backfield made all state:
quarterback Joe Monninger, first-team
All Groups in 1970; left half Frank
Jackson, first-team All Groups in ’69;
right half Kevin Bonner, third-team
All Groups in 1970; fullback Don
Knobloch third-team Group 4 in ’69.

WHS4evr! people who were at
Woodman Field in ’69 recall the 24-0
win over unbeaten Montclair with the
same kind of pride that ’77 fans recall
that year’s 35-0 win over unbeaten
Montclair. Both came in Week 7. The
’69 win totally put WHS back on the

state map. It was the first time the
Mounties had been shut out in 108
games, since 1957.

THERE BUT FOR FORTUNE
The upcoming “Phil Ochs: There

But For Fortune” documentary – due
to open in eight selected theatres across
the country starting yesterday – will
probably not be a big seller or big
interest item in our stodgy, conserva-
tive Old Towne. But those of a certain
age – i.e., baby boomers – should
definitely want to check this out. No-
body, and that’s n-o-b-o-d-y, was a
better embodiment of the riotous ’60s
than Phil Ochs (pronounced oaks).

When it came to protest singing, to
putting down war and the establish-
ment and hypocrisy, he was the best.
Sadly, Ochs, who committed suicide
in 1976, has pretty much been a for-
gotten man, lost to the dustbins of
history. But his timeless songs should
be heard by all generations.

The only documentary that would
be as interesting for me is one on Billy
Bragg, the left-leaning British punk-
folkie. In the documentary, Bragg says,
“Phil Ochs was the political songwriter
Bob Dylan should have been.”

IN PASSING
On Dec. 23, the WHS family lost

Joe Dorne at age 92. He was the father
of Mark and Mike Dorne, a couple of
outstanding baseballers (Mike also was
a two-way lineman on the ’70 WHS
football team), along with daughters
Pam and Karen. Joe coached all their
baseball and softball teams, and was a
fan of WHS football long after Mike’s
playing days.

DEN’S TOP FIVE
Several weeks ago we got an e-mail

from Faithful Reader dsm.14 in
Westfield with his favorite opening
riffs, as follows:

5. House Party, J. Geils Band.
4. Whipping Post, Allman Brothers

Band.
3. Gimme Some Lovin’, Spencer

Davis Group.
2. Layla, Derek and the Dominoes.
1. Satisfaction, Rolling Stones.
Not too shabby dsm.14 … any list-

ing that includes the J. Geils Band has
to be knowledgeably researched.

And we also got a solid top five
from FR danks22 from Ohio:

5. Monkey Man, Rolling Stones.
4. One Way Out, Allman Brothers

Band.
3. Barracuda, Heart.
2. Pinball Wizard, Who.
1. Mississippi Queen, Mountain

with Leslie West.
Here’s my top five … with apolo-

gies to Bat Out of Hell (Meat Loaf),
the live version of In Your Eyes (Peter
Gabriel), Loan Me a Dime (Boz
Scaggs), Babe I’m Gonna Leave You
(Led Zeppelin) and Time Has Come
Today (Chambers Brothers).

5. Papa Was a Rolling Stone, Temp-
tations.

4. Baba O’Riley, Who.
3. Boogie With Stu, Led Zeppelin.
2. Sweet Jane, Lou Reed and Velvet

Underground.
1. All Along the Watchtower, Jimi

Hendrix (or Dave Matthews Band live).
(Next time: favorite country and

western artists, individual or group,
thanks to FR Jeff from Pittstown.)

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of each month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, WHS4evr!

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Ave
(908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Lisa Stafford, a sales professional with the Coldwell Banker Westfield
East Office, was recently recognized for her success in 2010.

Among her many achievements this past year was being named the
Top Associate in Union County in the month of October for Coldwell
Banker. Lisa earned this distinction by having the highest number of
successfully closed transactions while providing outstanding service
and professional guidance to her clients.

A resident of Cranford, Lisa’s marketing and negotiating skills af-
forded buyers and sellers the opportunity to achieve their goals in real
estate. Formerly with Riverside Homes in Cranford, Lisa joined the
Westfield East Office in 2008. In her first full year she earned the cov-
eted President’s Club award.

Buying or selling a home in today’s turbulent economy requires a top
professional. For a confidential consultation to discuss your real estate
needs, you can reach Lisa Stafford at the Westfield East Office.

Lisa Stafford
Honored for Success 2010

Lisa Stafford
Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Presidents Club and NJAR Circle of
Excellence Sales Award 2009

Cell: (908) 337-2021
Direct: (908) 301-2044
Fax: (862) 345-2931
Email: Lisa.Stafford@CBmoves.com
www.BuyNewJerseyHomes.com

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

 908-233-6417, Direct  
 NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2009

Located in the The Gardens, this spacious Center Hall Co-

lonial charms you with hardwood floors, French doors, 

two staircases, and classic moldings. The foyer grants en-

trée to the sumptuous fire lit living room and the formal 

dining room. Abundant sunshine warms the office/den and 

the family room which opens to the eat-in kitchen. Up-

dated, the kitchen has stainless steel appliances, breakfast 

area with window seat and access to the patio. The master 

bedroom with updated bath & custom built-ins, three more 

bedrooms, and another updated bath welcomes all. The 

3rd  floor has two more bedrooms and a third full bath. 

Central air-conditioning, a lovely property, two car ga-

rage and an unsurpassed location enhance the allure of 

this rare treasure. For Rent: $6,250. monthly 

Westfield Office ·600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anything Can Happen,
And It Often Does

Westfield Blue Devil Icemen
Blast off to a 6-1 Hot Start

The Westfield High School Blue
Devils ice hockey team is off to one of
the fastest starts in recent years after
posting six wins in the team’s first
seven starts prior to the Christmas
break.

The only blemish on the team’s
record was a 4-1 loss to state power
Morris Knolls Golden Eagles in the
championship final of the George T.
Kron Hockey Tournament on Decem-
ber 15. Morris Knolls out-shot
Westfield, 48-10, in the game en route
to winning its eighth tournament title
in the past nine years.

In league play, the Blue Devils are
off to a 4-0 start and have served
notice that they intend to avenge a 4-
2 loss suffered at the hands of the
Summit Hilltoppers in the champion-
ship game of last season’s Union
County Interscholastic Athletic Con-
ference tournament. Westfield opened
the season with a 4-2 win over the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders and
manhandled the Dayton Bulldogs, 10-
0, before turning aside the Cranford

Cougars, 6-1 and 6-4, in the final two
games before the Christmas break.

“Our goal is to be the best team in
Union County and to remain unde-
feated in league play throughout the
season, so we’re happy we were able
to overcome a couple of surprises
from Scotch Plains and Cranford,”
said Westfield coach Brendan Hickey,
who took over behind the Blue Devils
bench this season, replacing Dennis
Doherty, who returned to the Boston
area following last season to become
general manager and Coach of the
Rhode Island Reds junior hockey team
in Cranston, R.I.

Coach Hickey expects Summit to
offer Westfield its stiffest competi-
tion in league play, followed by
Cranford and Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
The perennial powerhouse A.L
Johnson Crusaders face a rebuilding
year following the graduation of
sniper Nick Vilaverde, who led the
team in scoring throughout his four-
year career. The Blue Devils, mean-
while, will rely heavily on the team’s

five seniors to provide leadership.
“Our five seniors provide essential

veteran leadership on and off of the
ice,” said Hickey. “CJ Meyer, Henry
O’Brien and Nick Attanasio provide
a significant offensive threat each
game. Colin Fitzhenry provides sta-
bility on our defensive corps and
Morgan Bungerz has been a standout
in goal.”

The forward line combination of
Meyer, Attanasio and O’Brien is a
key to Westfield’s offense. Last sea-
son the trio combined for 156 points
as Westfield set new school records
for most wins (17) and fewest losses
(7) in a single season. The impor-
tance of the line was on display in
Westfield’s second win over Cranford
on December 23. With the Blue Dev-
ils trailing, 4-2, midway through the
third period, Attanasio set up two
goals and Meyer added a third as
Westfield charged back to capture a
6-4 win. Attanasio’s second assist
marked his 100th career point, a mile-
stone achieved by Meyer last season.

Westfield reached the Kron tour-
nament championship game by the
defeating Mendham Minutemen, 2-
0, in a hard-fought semifinal game.
Attanasio scored both goals, while
Bungerz recorded his first shutout of
the season. In the opening game of
the tournament, the Blue Devils
opened up a 6-0 first-period lead en
route to a 10-1 shellacking of the
Parsippany Vikings. Meyer paced the
offense with three goals and three
assists, while Attanasio had one goal
and three assists, and O’Brien had a
goal and an assist. Sophomores Sam
Meyer (CJ’s brother), Ryan Morse
and Shane Paulan chipped in one goal
each, along with freshmen Dane
Huber and Jeremy DeDea.

Westfield opened 2011 with games
this week against Ridge and Johnson
before facing non-conference oppo-
nents Northern Highlands and
Morristown on January 10 and 12,
respectively.

SP-F Raider Icemen Stifles
Millburn in Ice Hockey

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders ice hockey team was
firing all cylinders and defeated the
Millburn Millers, 6-2, at the
Woodbridge Community Center on
January 2.

Freshman Brian Rubin started off
the scoring in the first period, while
junior defenseman Kevin Lewis went
coast-to-coast to score and junior
defenseman John Tomasulo fired in a
dipping slap shot from the blue line to
give the Raiders a 3-0 lead. Millburn
scored early in the second period, but
sophomore Nick Gianni answered,
getting a fine assist from senior Ed
Logie. Logie then followed up with a
slick backhand on a breakaway to
make the score, 5-1.

The Millers again scored to lead
off the third period, but the Raiders
had a response ready with a spin-o-
rama, followed by another backhander
by Logie, with freshman defenseman
Kurtis Wisniewski getting an assist.
The Raiders were actually out-shot
by a 38-25 margin, but sophomore
goalie Jason Breit was up to the task
stonewalling shot after shot.

The Raiders overall record im-
proved to 3-5 as they looked to even
their Union County league record with
a win against Dayton on January 4.
The Raiders will play another non-
league game tomorrow, January 7, at
8:30 p.m. against JFK of Woodbridge
Township at the Woodbridge Com-
munity Center.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MULTI-TALENTED SWIMMER…Blue Devil Becky De La Fuente has and will
contribute many team points to the girls swim team.

NOTCHING ANOTHER GOAL…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School ice hockey team begin to celebrate after Brian
Rubin, left, scored a goal against the Millburn Millers. The Raiders defeated the Millers, 6-2, on January 2.

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
– click Archives

January 8, 1998: The brunt of the
firepower came from senior Dave
Gewirtz this time, as the 7-0 Raider
boys’ basketball team shook up
Malcolm X. Shabazz, 59-51, in Scotch
Plains. Gewirtz had a game-high 21
points, Benny Martinez totaled 10
and Don Patterson scored 13.

January 3, 2002: In a flashback to
January 25, 2001, the Linden boys’
basketball team fell to Westfield for
the first time in 16 years. The Tigers
were good then, but this season their
squad was ranked number 11 in the
state. The Blue Devils outlasted their
opponents to a 61-56 win in Westfield.
Co-Captain Dan DeSerio scored 21
points and grabbed 20 rebounds, as
well as amassing four blocks.

January 13, 1999: “Welcome to
the Jungle” was the tune played as the
Cougar wrestlers stormed onto the
mats to warm up prior to their match
with the tough Raider team in
Cranford. The roar of the crowd was
deafening as the outcome of the match
was not decided until heavyweight
Jim Feeley showed Vinnie Munoz the
lights to give the Raiders a 40-30
victory. Tony Melendez scored a 14-

2, majority decision over Bob
Verhoeven at 130 lbs. and freshman
Lucas Francavilla stacked Cougar Pat
Daly in the third period at 103 lbs.

January 6, 2004: Ouch! Misfor-
tune on the part of the Blue Devils on
a slip that resulted in the ball rolling
out of bounds with 35 seconds remain-
ing translated to good fortune for the
No. 14 Linden basketball boys. With
one second remaining, guard Ariel
Garcia hit a short jumper to give the 6-
2 Tigers a, 45-43, victory over 4-3 host
Westfield. Senior Jan Cocozziello and
junior Billy Hearon each bucketed nine
points to lead the Blue Devils.

January 7, 2004: The Blue Devil
boys winter track team placed sixth
with an 18 total at the Union County
Relays held at Dunn Arena in Eliza-
beth. Blue Devils Josh Dennerlein at
2:20.9, Jeff Whitney at 1:00.4, Kris
Kagan at 3:31.4 and Jeff Perrella at
4:49.7 ended a six-year drought in the
distance medley relay – caused by
Cranford – by winning the event with
a time of 11:43.3.

January 3, 2004: Sophomores
Derrick Caracter and Lance Thomas
controlled the boards, totaling 18 re-
bounds, rejected eight shots and com-
bined for 22 points to lead the 5-1
Raider boys’ basketball team past vis-
iting Hillsborough, 67-45.
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Blue Devils Wound Warriors for Kowal Crown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

TUFARO TAKES 3RD AT HWT., MINEO 3RD AT 215 LBS.

Matmen Steinfeld Claims 1st,
Cannon 2nd at Goles Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School juniors Mike Steinfeld and
Sean Cannon placed first and sec-
ond, respectively, in their weight
classes at the John Goles wrestling
tournament at Warren Hills High
School in Washington on Decem-
ber 29.

West Jersey powerhouse North
Hunterdon (NH) claimed the team
title with 214.5 points, and Dela-
ware Valley (DV) finished second
with 171 points. West Morris (WM)
took third at 117, Newton (Nwt)
placed fourth at 114, Warren Hills
(WH) placed fifth at 107, and Pope
John took sixth with 80 points. The
Raiders, who entered only nine wres-
tlers, finished eighth with a 24 total.

Seeded second at 140 lbs.,
Steinfield defeated Dylan Emmons
(DV), 13-6, in the quarterfinals then
bombarded Billy Butka (WH) with a
series of takedowns and tilt nearfalls
to seize an 18-2, technical fall in the
semifinals. In the title bout, Steinfeld
decisioned Aron Sabino (WM), 7-2,
to raise his record to 7-0.

“Steinfeld is tough on top. He’s
becoming a really good wrestler. He
dominated on top, got a bunch of
tilts. He has great sweep singles
[takedowns],” Raider Head Coach
John Scholz said. “He felt very com-
fortable going into the tournament.
He doesn’t get tired. He is the best
worker in the room. It pays off.”

Cannon was seeded third at 145
lbs. In the first round, he showed
Bryan Begame (WH) the lights in
1:36. Sweet revenge was the theme
in the semis when he snatched a 2-1
decision from Mike Sickles (WM),

who had beaten him, 4-3, last year.
In the championship bout against
North Hunterdon’s Chris
Cancelliere, Cannon escaped in the
second period to take a 1-0 lead. In
the third period, Cancelliere escaped
and added a takedown then Cannon
escaped. Cancelliere held on to claim
a 3-2 decision.

“Both had a great tournament,”
Coach Scholz said of Steinfeld and
Cannon, whose record rose to 5-1.
“Sean to lose by a point to that kid
did really well. He has really picked
it up. He is super aggressive. He’s
battling all the way. If you are not a
strong wrestler, you are going to be
scared.”

Raider Anthony Tufaro, seeded
third at heavyweight, defeated
Forrest Wooden (DV), 7-1, in the
quarterfinals.

“I think it was his best match. He
was taking shots, looking for the
takedowns,” Coach Scholz said.

Tufaro dropped a tough, 3-2, deci-
sion to Evan Chrustic (Nwt) in the
semis.

“It was definitely a good match.
Anthony is going to make kids think
this year,” Coach Scholz added.

After receiving a bye in the
wrestlebacks, Tufaro claimed third
place and improved to 6-1 when he
settled Zach Krulan (WM) in 5:37.

“He is good with his bar arms
[pinning combinations] and is a bat-
tler on top. The angrier you get An-
thony the more effective he is,” Coach
Scholz pointed out.

Raider Luke Mineo received a bye
then lost to Dan Smith (WH) in the
215-lb. semis.

Somewhat disturbed with Mineo
receiving a bye, Coach Scholz said,

“I definitely believe with a first year
wrestler, you need that first match,
but he came back.”

Mineo did just that. In the
wrestlebacks, he pinned CJ Peterson
(Pope John) in 1:32 then claimed
third place with a 10-9 decision over
Tommy Judge (Millburn). In that
bout, Mineo had a big lead, but at-
tempted a Merkel pinning maneuver
that backfired somewhat.

Raider Jon Devia won a bout at
152 lbs. with a fall over Steve Gabriel
(Edison). He lost a close 1-0 deci-
sion in the consolations.

“Win or lose, his matches are
close,” Coach Scholz noted.

Luke Vuono picked up a 14-2 ma-
jority decision over Billy Viagos
(Edison) at 160 lbs. At 189 lbs.,
Sebastian Rosen also won a bout.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — Billy Barbiche (DV) d Matt
Moncourtois (NH), 7-0
112: — Josh Giordano (NH) p Corey
Fleming (WM) 2:39
119: — Mike Pongracz (DV) d Mike
Ciavarro (NH), 6-1
125: — Brandon Carcuffe (WM) d Pat
Boyle (NH), 7-1
130: — John Sickles (WM) d Kevin
Guenther (DV), 5-2
135: — Shane Risk (Nwt) d Nick
Matthews (WM), 6-4
140: — Steinfeld (SPF) d Sabino (WM),
7-2
145: — Cancelliere (NH) d Cannon (SPF),
3-2
152: — Beau Vrancken (NH) p Jake
Connely (Nwt), 1:35
160: — Nick Maddalena (DV) d Murphy
Owens (Pope John), 4-3
171: — Will Van Doren (DV) d Dan Free-
man (Millburn), 4-3
189: — Rudy Kolakowski (Pope John)
md Alonzo Widenor (WH), 11-2
215: — Dan Smith (WH) p Kyle Nerger
(NH), 3:38
Hwt: — Jack Delia (NH) d Evan Chrustic
(Nwt), 7-4
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Kerry McDevitt

COLONIAL

Westfield. Spectacular 5 Bedroom, 5 full Bath Colonial set on
private cul-de-sac in the Wychwood/Echo Lake Country Club section
of Westfield. Built in 2005, this distinctive home features superb
quality, architectural details and top of the line amenities...and is
situated on an oversized property. Features include: Gourmet Eat-In
Kitchen, Central vac, Multi-zone heat and AC, finished basement, 1st
floor Laundry Room and Family Room with fireplace.

Kathleen Alagna
Top Lister Month of December

James Euwer

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/9 12-4PM

Westfield. Classic Center Hall Colonial in the heart of Wychwood, nestled on an
intimate cul-de-sac. Arching oaks shade this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath professionally
landscaped property. Over sized rooms are complimented by architectural detail
through out, Formal Living Room with wood burning fireplace and window seat
and Dining Room plus hard wood floors. Master Bedroom with a private Bath and
generous closets, finished basement, 2 car garage, patio, and 4 season porch.
Directions: East Broad to Wychwood Rd. to 29 Gallowae

Kerry McDevitt

Lorena Barbosa

RANCH

Westfield. Welcome to this 3 Bedroom 1.5 Bath Ranch situated in
a prime location across from desirable Echo Lake Golf Course. Home
boasts beautiful hardwood floors with nice size rooms and plenty of
closet space. Kitchen has stainless steel appliances and updated
cabinets, Living Room with wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining
Room, Basement, attic and attached garage.

Holly Cohen

BI-LEVEL

Westfield. This beautifully appointed 10 Room, 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath
residence boasts a spacious interior combined with tasteful upgrades
and amenities throughout. French doors from the Living Room and
Formal Dining Room lead to a wonderful sunlit Family Room addition.
The updated custom kitchen is cherry with granite. A walk out grade
level boasts a second (27X22) Family Room with a fireplace. Nestled on
a spectacular .528 acres on a tranquil cul-de-sac.

Martha Schilling

COLONIAL

Fanwood. Outstanding quality construction with meticulous
attention to detail throughout! Hardwood floors w/inlay in LR, DR. Gas
fireplace in FR. Marble flooring, granite countertops, cherry cabinetry,
SS appliances in large EIK. Master Bedroom has 10x8 en suite, design
it as a closet, office or nursery! Central Vac, High Efficiency self venting
Gas furnace, and 2 zone CAC. Walk up attic with 5 dormers, large
oversized side door for easy access to basement.

Associate of the Month

Mike Steinfeld (140 lbs.)Anthony Tufaro (Heavyweight) Sean Cannon (145 lbs.)

with six minutes remaining just be-
fore Hess banged his 3-pointer. From
there the show became a consistent
act of thievery from Younger, who
converted them to lay-ups, tight de-
fense and put-backs to points from

Greenspan, who finished with three
steals. Ryan Hess finished with two
steals and Keegan Hess added one.

“I told them it was not about ‘X’s’
and ‘O’s’ right now. It was about you
guys showing some heart and getting
stops on defense. We did a great job
of getting some good baskets, getting
some lay-ups and not turning the ball

over,” Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin
Everly said.

The tight defense in the fourth quar-
ter also shut down the Warriors’ scor-
ing ace, Steve Weiglich (23 points),
who netted none of his six 3-pointers

after the first few seconds of the final
quarter.

“We knew about him coming in.
We just did a really poor job of recog-
nizing him in the zone at times and in
our man [defense]. They did a lot of
things to try to get him open with
screens. We decided that we were

going to deny him and not help off
him any more. When we did that, we
shut him down. He was their offense
today,” Coach Everly explained.

Because of the Blue Devils’ tight
inside defense, almost all of the War-

riors’ scoring came from the
outside, especially in the
form of 3-pointers, which to-
taled eight. Warrior guard Pe-
ter Noitis finished with 10
points, including a 3-pointer,
and Michael Lee added a 3-
pointer.

As they had all game, the
Blue Devils controlled the
boards in the first quarter
and were making some de-
cent inside passes, but sev-
eral of the lay-ups were miss-
ing the mark and the quarter
ended in a 7-7 deadlock.
Garfinkel scored four points,
Ryan Hess scored two points,
and Toresco (5 rebounds,
blocked shot) added one
point.

The second quarter turned
out to be a clinic in fine in-
side passing, which led to a
17-9, Blue Devil advantage
and a 24-16, halftime lead.

“We really work on being
a team and really sharing the
basketball, looking for each
other. We work in practice
every day, making good de-
cisions with the basketball,

quick decisions. We are really start-
ing to do a good job of beating the
pressure, beating the traps and get-
ting the ball to the open guy,” Coach
Everly said.

Younger led the Blue Devils with
seven assists. Ryan Hess had three
assists. Keegan Hess and Greenspan
each finished with a pair of assists.

“We want a lot of assists. We are
sharing the ball. We are being unself-
ish. We want to be a team ultimately
on defense and on offense,” Coach
Everly added.

The Blue Devils got into a bit of a
passing funk in the third quarter, but
the highlight was Greenspan’s steal
that he converted to a slam dunk;
however, the Warriors responded with
a 2-pointer and a 3-pointer to win the
quarter, 12-8. Westfield’s run in the
fourth quarter also forced the War-
riors to foul, but the Blue Devils hit 6-
for-8 from the line to finish 11-for-14
(79 percent) for the evening.
Westfield   7 17   8 17 49
Watchung Hills   7   9 12   8 36

Blue Devil Boys Dwarf
Rahway Cagers, 53-29
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team used its distinct height
advantage and honed its passing skills
to hand Rahway its first defeat, 53-
29, in the opening round of the Roselle
Catholic/Butch Kowal Tournament
in Rahway on December 28.

Senior Joe Greenspan, who buck-
eted 10 points, pulled down 22 re-
bounds to lead the 1-3 Blue Devils,
while senior Ryan Hess led the team
in scoring with 12 points. Scott
Toresco and Andrew Garfinkel each
netted 10 points.
Westfield 13 12 10 18 53
Rahway 11   8   7   3 29

Raider Cagers Burn
St. Peter’s Prep Boys
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys basketball team
outscored St. Peter’s Prep, 13-10, in
the final quarter to grab a 58-57 vic-
tory in the consolation round of the
Jingle Bells Jubilee in Jersey City on
December 29.

Senior Charles Oliver led the 4-1
Raiders with 20 points, including four
3-pointers. Pat Dougher also banged
in four 3-pointers en route to a 12-
point evening, and Brandon Langston
sank 10 points. Dominic Gonzalez
put in seven points and Matt Jegede
pumped in six.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 18 12 17 13 58
St. Peter’s Prep 17 15 15 10 57

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE PLAY…Blue Devil senior guard Andrew Garfinkel looks for an
opportunity to set up a good scoring play against the Warriors.
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Cranford Cougar High School
2010/11 Winter Sports Schedule

WEBB, GROSS SCORE 13 EACH; D’ANTICO BUCKETS 9

Cougars Ambush Pioneers
For Section Hoops Title, 46-34

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In 1973, long hair and sideburns
were popular, authentic tie-dye shirts
were still worn, Richard Nixon was
President, the Vietnan War ended,
the World Trade Center officially
opened, Pink Floyd’s The Dark Side

Highlighting the Cranford Cougar Year 2010 – Winter Sports – Spring Sports – Fall Sports

January Through March 2010 – See Page 2

of the Moon was released, CBS sold
the New York Yankees to a man named
George Steinbrenner, Secretariat won
the Triple Crown, the film American
Graffiti debuted, The Godfather won
the Oscar for best picture, and the
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team won a sectional tournament

championship.
Thirty-seven years later, a portion

of that history repeated itself when
the Lady Cougars basketball team
ambushed the Somerville Pioneers,
46-34, to capture the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 championship in
Cranford on March 9.

David B. Corbin (March 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUESS WHO?…Can anyone guess who was the Cougar mascot during the Cranford/Somerville North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 championship game?

David B. Corbin (January 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING A VERY PRODUCTIVE DAY…Cougar junior guard Sara Gugliucci, No. 24, had a very productive day against
the Panthers, especially in the second half when she bucketed 14 of her 17 points, which included three 3-pointers. She also
had an assist, two rebounds and a theft.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Sean Trotter, a senior captain on the varsity basketball team, has been averaging
25 points per game and was named to the All-Tournament Team at last weeks Crusader Classic basketball tournament.

Cougar Cage Girls Nip
West Orange, 34-31

The Cranford High School girls
basketball team nipped West Orange,
34-31, to win the Mountaineer Tour-
nament title in West Orange on De-
cember 30.

Jenna Goeller scored 10 points,
and Morgan Miller had seven points,
three steals and three rebounds, while
Jess McCoy and Mairead McKeary
added six points each for the 3-2
Lady Cougars.
Cranford   8   6 14   6 34
West Orange   4   8   9 10 31

Cranford Cougars Get Third
At Bloomfield Mat Tourney

Cranford Cougar Snacks:

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team claimed a tournament-high,
four individual champions and placed
third at the Bloomfield Holiday Tour-
nament on December 30.

Nutley (N) entered six wrestlers
into the finals and claimed three cham-
pions to win the team title with 171
points. Although having no individual
champions and entering only two in
the finals, Caldwell (Cd) finished sec-
ond with 161 points. The Cougars
(Cr) totaled 148.5, followed by Clifton
at (CL) 146.5, Mount Olive (MO) at
143 and Verona (V) at 114. Hosting
Bloomfield (B) placed seventh with
101 points, Kearny (K) was eighth at
91, Passaic Valley (PV) with ninth at
77 and Ridge (R) took 10th at 56.5.

Cougar Joe Giaccio seized the 125-
lb crown with a 20-4, technical fall
over Shane Gong (Ridge) in 5:23.
Kyle Markovitch won the 135-lb title
with a 5-1 decision over Nick Mauro
(Mount Olive). Matt DiGiovanni
decisioned Jason Kratsch (Caldwell),
6-1, to claim the 145-lb crown, and

J.P. Christiano pinned Nicholas
Andriani (Passaic Valley) in 5:28 to
win the 160-lb title. Cougar Ian Henry
placed second at 130-lbs after being
edged, 6-4, by Jim Rivera of Mount
Olive.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
103: — Andrew Plaugic (K) d Mike Della
Riva (Cd), 6-2
112: — Rob Trombetta (N) d Chris
Rosetti (B)
119: — Mike Constantino (B) p Sam
Sousa (N), 4:43
125: — Giaccio (Cr) tf Gong (R), 20-4, 5:23
130: — Rivera (MO) d Henry (Cr), 6-4
135: — Markovitch (Cr) d Mauro (MO), 5-1
140: — Mike Ferinde (N) p Nick Pezzano
(PV), 5:07
145: — DiGiovanni (Cr) d Kratsch (Cd), 6-1
152: — Brandon Keena (N) d Cavan
Penberthy (B), 8-6
160: — Christiano (Cr) p Andriani (PV),
5:28
171: — Ahmad Bidas (Cl) md Nick Gaeta
(N), 13-4
189: — Colin Farawell (V) d Cameron
Radinovic (R), 4-2
215: — Jack Polhman (PV) d Carlos
Rosa (N), 8-6
Hwt: — Tom Trommolen (Cl) p Anthony
Parra (V), 2:58

Varsity Bowling
Head Coach: Rich Goldstein

1/10 Hillside A 4:00
1/12 St. Patrick’s A 4:00
1/19 Summit A 4:00
1/24 UCT A 3:30
1/26 UCT A 3:30
1/27 UCT A 3:30
1/31 Oratory A 4:00
2/2 St. Mary’s (Eliz) A 4:00
2/7 Rahway A 4:00
2/9 Roselle A 4:00
2/14 Plainfield A 4:00
2/16 Union Catholic A 4:00

Varsity Wrestling
Head Coach: Darren Torsone

1/7 Westfield A 7:00
1/8 Cougar Quad H 10:00
1/12 Linden H 7:00
1/14 Rahway A 7:00
1/15 Finn Tournament A 10:00
1/19 Union A 4:00
1/20 Governor Livingston H 7:00
1/22 Union County Tourn A TBA
1/26 Roselle Park H 7:00
1/28 David Brearley A 4:00
1/29 Ridge/Plainfield A 10:00
2/2 Elizabeth H 7:00
2/5 Morristown H 11:00
2/12 Bound Brook Quad A 10:00

Varsity Ice Hockey
Head Coach: Rich Hurley

1/5 Jonathan Dayton H 3:30
1/9 Watchung Hills A 8:50
1/10 Summit H 6:00
1/12 St. Joseph H 3:45
1/19 Wall Twp A 7:00
1/24 A.L. Johnson H 6:00
1/26 Sc. Pl.-Fanwood A 5:00
1/31 Princeton H 6:00
2/4 Jonathan Dayton A 9:10 AM
2/7 Sc. Pl.-Fanwood H 6:00
2/11 Robbinsville A 5:15
2/21 UCT A TBA
2/24 UCT A TBA
2/25 UCT A TBA

Varsity Girls Basketball
Head Coach: Jackie Dyer

1/6 Union Catholic A 4:00
1/7 Hillside H 4:00
1/14 Linden H 4:00
1/18 David Brearley A 4:00
1/20 Governor Livingston A 7:00
1/21 Elizabeth H 4:00
1/25 Oak Knoll H 4:00
1/27 New Providence H 7:00
1/28 A.L. Johnson A 4:00
1/31 Union Catholic H 7:00
2/3 Hillside A 4:00
2/4 Governor Livingston H 7:00
2/8 Elizabeth A 4:00
2/10 Benedictine Acad A 4:00
2/11 Sc.Pl.-Fanwood A 4:00
2/12 UCT TBA
2/14 UCT TBA
2/17 UCT TBA
2/21 UCT TBA

Varsity Boys Basketball
Head Coach: Ryan Huber

1/6 St. Patrick’s H 4:00
1/8 A.L. Johnson A 12:00
1/11 Union A 4:00
1/13 Rutherford A 7:00
1/14 Hillside A 7:00
1/18 Elizabeth A 4:00
1/21 Bayonne A 5:30
1/25 Plainfield A 7:00
2/1 Metuchen H 7:00
2/3 Union H 4:00
2/8 Linden A 4:00
2/11 JFK H 4:00
2/12 St. Mary’s (Eliz) H 10:00
2/13 UCT TBA
2/15 UCT TBA
2/18 Amer. History H.S. H 4:00
2/22 Delaware Valley A 7:00
2/24 BridgeH2O A 7:00

Probitas Verus Honos

Varsity Swimming
Head Coach: Barbara Kolesa

1/7 East Side H 4:00
1/10 Wardlaw/Rutger Prep 4:00
1/12 Jonathan Dayton H 4:00
1/19 Blair Acad. A 5:00
1/21 Rahway A 4:00
1/26 Union Catholic H 4:00
1/29 UCT A TBA

Cougar Cagers Claw
Canuck Boys, 75-70

Senior point guard Sean Trotter
pumped in a career-high 33 points,
including two 3-pointers and nine
free throws, to lead the 2-1 Cranford
High School boys basketball team to
a 75-70 victory over the North
Plainfield Canucks at the Crusader
Classic tournament in Bound Brook
on December 28.

Reggie Green scored 13 points,
Joey Papandrea netted seven points,
Mark Osofsky nailed three 3-point-
ers for nine points, Kurt Rutmayer
put up six points, Sean Babos sank
five, and Eric Gargulio added two.
Cranford 18 24 20 13 75
N. Plainfield   9 22 15 24 70

Cougar Cagers Rattle
Lady Lancers, 45-21
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team evened its record to
2-2 with a 45-21 thrashing of the
Livingston Lancers in the first round
of the Mountaineer Tournament in
West Orange on December 28.

Jess McCoy bucketed 11 points
and added two blocks, two steals and
three rebounds to lead the Cougars.
Kate McGovern netted 10 points. Sara
Gugliucci finished with eight points.
Brie Capece hit a pair of 3-pointers,
Jenna Goeller had three points and
Mairead McKeary had two points.
Cranford   9 19 11   6 45
Livingston   0   9   3   9 21

BigFoot
is coming...
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Consumer Package Goods, Accessories, Health/Fitness, Fashion, Beauty, Entertainment, Spirits/Wine/Beer and more�

Sign-Up Now! No Cost  - No Risk 

Text  “  bigfootdeals ” to   201-688-9171  for more information�

Retailers contact us at   bigfootdeals@imobileinteractive.com

Visit   www.imobileinteractive.com/bigfoot   or  call 424-242-2424

Text  “  begin bigfoot  firstname lastname ”  to 201-688-9171 to sign-up� example  begin bigfoot john doe

BigFoot
is coming...

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Elizabeth Tops Cougars
In Boys Hoops, 49-35

See Story in Next Issue



goleader.com online exclusive
Page E-2  Thursday, January 6, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains–Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

COOK SLAMS DOOR WITH GRAND SLAM HOME RUN

Cougars Sink Ocean City, 15-3,
For Group 3 Baseball Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Nick Cook provided the
exclamation mark with a grand slam
home run in the bottom of the third
inning as the No. 16 Cranford High
School baseball team pulverized
Ocean City, 15-3, in five innings at

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files)for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THEIR WAY TO THE CHAMPIONSHIP GAME…Members of the Cougar baseball team pile on each other after
defeating Lakeland, 7-1, in the Group 3 semifinal game at Kean University on June 1, 2010 to advance to the championship
game to play Ocean City.

Toms River North to claim the Group
3 Championship on June 5.

The 26-5 Cougars plated a tidal wave
of runs early to set the 21-9 Ocean City
boys adrift. Usually in such high-level
games there is a degree of intimidation,
but the Cougars were not the recipients,
they were the inflictors.

“We were ready to play ahead, stay
ahead, have good quality at bats and
throw strikes,” Cougar Head Coach
Dennis McCaffrey said.

Probitas Verus Honos

COUGARS MARKOVITCH, DiGIOVANNI PLACE FOURTH

Giaccio, Brady Grab Crowns
At Region 3 Mat Tournament

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford (Cr) High School senior
heavyweight Joe Brady’ and junior

GROSS LED SCORING, GREEN BOARDS, PACE ASSISTS

Cougar Basketball Boys Won
UCC Mountain Division Title

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In 1970, the Kansas City Chiefs
won Super Bowl IV, the Weather-
man organization planted a bomb
that killed three members at a New
Jersey military dance, the Beatles
disbanded, Apollo 13 made a mi-

112-pounder Joe Giaccio’s wishes
came true when they won their re-
spective weight classes at the Region
3 Tournament in Union on February

27 to advance to the NJSIAA state
tournament that began on March 5
and ran through March 7, at Board-
walk Hall in Atlantic City (AC).

raculous emergency return from
the moon, the Ohio National Guard
killed four student protesters at
Kent State University, President
Nixon lowered the voting age to
18, the Baltimore Orioles won the
World Series and the Cranford
High School boys basketball team

won a conference title.
Forty years later, the Cougar boys

nudged through many very close
games, winning some and losing
some, but battled to become the
Union County Conference Moun-
tain Division champions, finishing
their season with a 13-9 record.

April Through June 2010 – See Page 3

Fred Lecomte (January 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING OVER HIS OPPONENT…Cougar JP Christiano, top, works a stretch hammer lock on Highlander Steve
Shuanberg in his 160-lb bout. Christiano claimed a 6-1 decision.

David B. Corbin (January 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING A PIONEER IN DEEP TROUBLE…Cougar Ian Henry, top, stacks New Providence Pioneer Dan Smith with
a double-arm bar and later records a fall in 3:21 in the 119-lb quarterfinals. Henry went on to place third.

David B. Corbin (January 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING HIS MOVE TO THE BASKET…Cougar senior guard Nick Pace, No. 10, drives to the basket and sinks the game-
winning lay-up at the buzzer. The Cougars defeated the Hillside Comets 56-54 on January 26, 2010.

January Through March 2010 Sports

Victory at Last Over Lakeland

Cranford 7, Lakeland 1 – Group 3 Semis June 1, 2010

Kelly Burke, Natalie Englese Make Winter Track All-American
The 2009/2010 Cranford High School winter track team entered six athletes in the Nike Indoor Nationals in

Boston, Mass. All-American status was based on the top-six in each event.
Senior Kelly Burke placed second in the triple jump with a distance of 39’6.5”. It was her all-time personal record

(PR) and a new Union County record. Burke also took seventh in the pole vault with a height of 11’8.5”, which was
her indoor PR and a Union County record. Junior Natalie Englese crossed third in the 400 meters with a time of 55.95,
an all-time PR for her and a Union County record.

Sophomores Rebecca Shimonov and Gillian Burke, freshman Bryanna Grant and Kelly Burke finished 11th in
the shuttle hurdle relay with a time of 37.21.

“The kids and coaching staff were very focused and excited for the entire weekend. We had a great time preparing
for the competition and the kids stepped up and performed on the biggest stage in the nation,” Cougar Head Coach
Pete Kane said. “To have these results gets everyone very excited for the outdoor season ahead..”

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD
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GAETA KICKS WINNING F.G., GARGUILO INTERCEPTS

Cougars Burn Comets, 23-20,
With Last Second Field Goal

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Night under a full moon at
Cranford’s Memorial Field was full of
eerie twists and turns, mostly favoring
the visiting Hillside Comets, but in the
end, Rob Gaeta booted a 25-yard field
goal as time ran out to give the Cranford
High School football team a 23-20
victory on October 22.

The 5-2 Cougars amassed 328
yards on the ground on 68 carries,
and quarterback Joey Papandrea (32
rushes, 110 yards, touchdown runs
of one yard and three yards) com-
pleted six of 11 passes for 80 yards.
Running back Sean Trotter had nine
carries for 74 yards, including a six-
yard touchdown, all in the first half.
Fullback Tyrone Avent had 10 car-

David B. Corbin (October 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUSHING THEIR WAY TO PAYDIRT…Cougars J.T. Vicci, No. 33, Chad Preucil, No. 68, T.J. Nichols, No. 56, and the
rest of the offense push the Hillside defense backwards, so that quarterback Joey Papandrea (buried in the pile) can score
the touchdown.

ries for 54 yards. Kasim Lewis had
10 carries for 70 yards, J.P.
Christiano had six carries for 25
yards and Reggie Green had a five-
yard carry. Lewis had two recep-
tions for 28 yards, Trotter had one
for 10 yards, wide receiver Ryan
Williamson had two receptions for
27 yards and Green had a 15-yard
reception.

BARRY LED WITH 338 ASSISTS, BIZUB LED IN KILLS

Lady Cougar V’ballers Won
Conference, Finished, 17-8

David B. Corbin (fall 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY CONFERENCE CHAMPS…The Lady Cougars volleyball team won its conference with an 8-2 record
and finished 17-8 overall. Pictured, left to right, are: Tessa Gonzales and Tori Gonzales; second row, Kim LaFronz, Sarah
Barry, Alexis Inselberg and Katherine Ahern; back row, Hayley Eisenhardt, Stephanie Bagniewski, Katie Knorr, Alex
Bizub, Izzy Acton, Paulina Przydzial and Coach Lucy Diaz. Others: Danielle Manginelli and Gab Pericone.

September To December 2010 – See Page 4

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING BACK TO EARTH…Cougar senior Kelly Burke comes down to earth after clearing 12-06 to tie the meet record
in the pole vault at the Meet of Champions at Frank Jost Field in South Plainfield on June 3, 2010. Burke, who also made
three attempts at 13 feet, won the event.

WILL SMITH DOES WELL IN 1,600, BURKE 3RD IN T.J.

Kelly Burke Wins Pole Vault
At MOC Track, Ties Record

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Featuring the cream of the crop
from around the state of New Jersey,
several Westfield High School (WHS)
individuals, two Cranford Cougars
and one Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider fared well at the NJSIAA track
& field Meet of Championship
(MOC) at Frank Jost Field in South

Plainfield on June 3.
The girls pole vault event got a lot

stiffer when eight girls cleared 11-6
and the bar was elevated to 12 feet.
Later, Cougar senior Kelly Burke
cleared 12-6 on her first attempt and
Clifton’s Emily Urciuoli cleared it on
her second attempt to tie the meet
record previously shared by Urciuoli
last year and Nicole Pompeii of

April Through June 2010 Sports

Hanover Park in 2008. Urciuoli made
it interesting when she nearly made
13 feet when the bar hopped straight
up and bounced back onto the set-
tings before falling off. Burke be-
came the MOC champion on the ba-
sis of fewer misses.

“Emily is a very good jumper. She
was the main person I was concerned
about coming into today,” Cougar

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN THE MIX AT THE MEET OF CHAMPIONS…Cougar senior Will Smith made a good showing in the 1,600 meters,
finishing 20th with a time of 4:29.08 at the Meet of Champions on June 3, 2010.
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David B. Corbin (September 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF THE COUGAR STARTING SEVEN…The Cranford Cougar girls tennis team has returned all but one of its
starters and expect a strong season. Pictured, left to right, are: junior Rachel Halek, senior co-captain Maggie Brown, senior
Lori Joseph and senior Elizabeth Berry. Absent from photo are: sophomore Marianna Dzunova, senior co-captain Kristy
Daubert and senior Colleen Jones. The Lady Cougars won their conference and finished with a 16-4 record.

SRS. BERRY & DAUBERT, JR. HALEK TOOK 5TH IN UCT

Lady Tennis Cougars Finish
As Conference Co-Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A strong start and a strong finish
yielded this season’s Cranford High
School girls tennis team a 16-4
record, which included a co-share of
the conference title with New Provi-
dence, both finishing with a 9-1
record in the conference.

At the beginning of the season, the
Lady Cougars had their eyes set on

the top spot in their conference, which
consisted of Cranford, New Provi-
dence Pioneers, A.L. Johnson, Lin-
dens, Plainfield and Elizabeth, and
they succeeded.

In order to accomplish that feat,
after losing their first conference meet
to New Providence, the Cranford girls
reeled off nine straight victories,
which was concluded with a stun-
ning, 3-2 victory over the Pioneers

and a 5-0 wipeout of A.L. Johnson on
the next day. It was the first confer-
ence title since 1984.

“We lost our season opener to New
Providence. I told the girls they had
to go 9-0 to be co champs with New
Providence,” Cougar Head Coach
Gene Melleno said.

The Lady Cougars also had one of
their best showings in the Union
County Tournament.

September Through December 2010 Sports

David B. Corbin (September 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING TO WORK WITH A YOUNG SQUAD…Cougar co-captains Ray El-Khoury, left, and Eric Walano will have
the responsibility of developing a young squad into a coordinated boys soccer machine. The Cougars are expected to be
strong in the middle, but they have a very young group of forwards.

AQUILES, GEE, DeMARS, HELMSTETTER, FRANCIS HIT

Cougars De-Ice Comets, 5-0,
In UCT Soccer First Round

By Q.T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore forward Matt Aquiles’
goal a few minutes into the game was
just the beginning of a harsh shelling
from the Cranford High School soc-
cer boys, who de-iced the 8-7 Hill-
side Comets, 5-0, in the opening round

of the Union County Tournament at
Memorial Field in Cranford on Octo-
ber 20.

The 6-7-1 Cougars, who have gone
5-1-1 in their last seven games, shelled
the Comets’ goal area with nine shots
in the first half and another nine in the
second half. The Cougars’ very young

David B. Corbin (October 20, 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO RIP A SHOT…Cougar midfielder Tom Fitzgerald, No. 4, prepares to rip a shot at the Hillside Comets’ goal.
The Cougars iced the Comets, 5-0, in the first round of the Union County Tournament.

attack force, comprised mostly of
freshmen and sophomores, also had a
multitude of shots cleared by the
Comets’ backs. Although he made
several stops, Cougar goalkeeper
Mark Osofsky made two key saves to
record his fourth shutout in the seven-
game span.

For more information, 
call (908) 709-7518, 

ask for Ricky, or 
e-mail spring@ucc.edu

A Great
Education
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Home

A Great
Education
Close to
Home

� Choose from over 75
 Programs of Study

� Spring ‘11 Semester begins January 20
(register until Jan. 27)

� Spring ‘11 Late Start classes begin February 3 
(register until Feb. 9)

� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year  colleges
or universities

� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or
 weekends

� Learn from home with Online Courses 
or Telecourses 

� Only $100 per credit for Union County  residents
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Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

 908-233-6417, Direct  
 NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2009

Located in the The Gardens, this spacious Center Hall Co-

lonial charms you with hardwood floors, French doors, 

two staircases, and classic moldings. The foyer grants en-

trée to the sumptuous fire lit living room and the formal 

dining room. Abundant sunshine warms the office/den and 

the family room which opens to the eat-in kitchen. Up-

dated, the kitchen has stainless steel appliances, breakfast 

area with window seat and access to the patio. The master 

bedroom with updated bath & custom built-ins, three more 

bedrooms, and another updated bath welcomes all. The 

3rd  floor has two more bedrooms and a third full bath. 

Central air-conditioning, a lovely property, two car ga-

rage and an unsurpassed location enhance the allure of 

this rare treasure. For Rent: $6,250. monthly 

Westfield Office ·600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

OWEN BRAND
ML # 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@isbnj.com

Member FDIC
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CLASSIFIEDS Westfield:
Maria Alexianu and Adrian

Ionescu to Vincent and Adrienne
Colosimo, 619 Chestnut Street
North, $610,000.

Lesley G. Miller to Michael and
Jaclyn Profili, 527 Chestnut Street
North, $535,000.

Robert and Susan Spass to Ronald
J. and Janet M. Frigerio - Trust, 260
Prospect Street, $480,000.

In-Town Condominium Construc-
tion Co. LLC to Joan A. and Alan M.
Garber - Trust, 111 Prospect Street,
$1,475,000.

Nicola and Dina DiNizo to Eric
and Elysia Mangold, 782 West Broad
Street, $667,000.

Virginia H. and Robert E. Freeman
to John Heffron, 769 Norgate,
$845,000.

Robert Eidus and Lauren Shub to
John Sbraga and Helga Alletto, 1234
Prospect Street, $990,000.

William H. and Germaine E.
Davidson to John J. DeBole 77
Barchester Way, $845,000.

Lynx Asset Services, LLC to Gerald
Infantino, 405 Quantuck Lane,
$550,000.

Keval K. Bhasin to Karen Cleeve,
218 Edgewood Avenue, $601,000.

Arthur Thompson to Craig and
Bernadetta Gatto, 408 Birch Avenue,
$510,000.

Jim F. and Jenny H. Warner to
Olivia R. Serafin, 456 Mountain Av-
enue, $710,000.

Eric J. and Mary Beth Drummond
to Stephen and Merina Schweiger,
135 Linden Avenue, $833,000.

Deniece J. and Gaylord Reid to
Lourdes Cordero-Perez, 433 Downer
Street, $250,000.

Howard and Jamie Friday to Anto-
nio and Kathryn Ciullo, 529
Cumberland Street, $355,000.

George C. Grow and Lori E. Grow
to Matthew and Cristina McCabe,
642 Scotch Plains Avenue, $536,000.

Genevieve B. and Robert P. Davy
to Barry J. and Cynthia K. McFarland,
824 Dorian Road, $843,000.

Jon P. and Janna S. Peterson to
Scott R. Wells and Shannon K.
Fitzgerald, 738 Austin Street,
$322,500.

Carlos and Anne P. Lundt to Rob-
ert D. and Carie R. Busboom, 401
Tremont Avenue, $680,000.

Thomas A. and Beth Mellina to
Robert O. and Kathryn J. Moore, 710
Dartmoor Street, $1,437,000.

Kevin and Lorraine Daly to Shulin
Liu and Hans Lee, 38 Normandy
Drive, $650,000.

Margaret S. Gilbert to Colicchio
Construction, LLC, 861 Boulevard,
$470,000.

Linda Jakubik to Michael Mirsky
and Erica Busch, 255 Twin Oaks Ter,
$834,705.

Sherry Powers to Penelope Sur,
1325 Boynton Avenue, $440,000.

Rosemary C. Mathisen to Bradley
M. and Candace W. Levine, 320
Ayliffe Avenue, $580,000.

Michael L. and Mary Ellen St. Clair
to Eugene V. and Mary P. Defelice,
536 Birch Avcnue, $995,000.

Joseph Buontempo and Jean
Genevich to Mark and Stephanie
Grinis, 769 Lenape Trail, $2,173,000.

Eugene and Anne Alliegro to Brian
and Amy Partridge, 511 Topping Hill
Road, $1,280,000.

M. M. Real Estate Developers, Inc.
to Van M. Ellefson and Michael H.
Imbacuan, 11 Karen Terrace,
$895,000.

Gialluisi Custom Homes, LLC. to
Robert and Adele Lee, 637 Downer
Street, $790,000.

Michael Mahoney, LLC. to Jeannie
C. and Michael C. Wong, 814 Sum-
mit Avenue, $890,000.

Harlan and Susan Martin to
Michael and Randi Bloch, 10 Genesee
Trail, $720,000.

Gerald and Traci Gleeson to Scott
C. and Jennifer L. Holzman, 941
Cleveland Avenue, $789,000.

Roque R. and Beth Castro to James
T. and Mara Mitchell, 617 Lawrence
Avenue, $1,075,000.

Ghislaine Pierre-Louis to John C.
and Kimberly A. Baker, 525 Moun-
tain Avenue, $570.000.

Eugene and Louise Dedea to
Michael F. and Sophia R. Shinal, 503
Scotch Plains Avenue North,
$492,750.

Robert and Susan Giarrusso to Paul
Marcotullio and Mary B. Ziegler, 677
Shadowlawn Drive, $850,000.

Rafael and Rosa E. Fernandez to
David J. Lyons and Robert Temes,
515 Trinity Place, $296,900.

Pietra Kilcullen to Valerie Skrelja
and Cesar Mauras, 738 Marcellus
Drive, $545,000.

Bruce A. and Gwen Phillips to John
J. and Stephanie L. Gillespie, 936
Harding Street, $592,000.

Bonnie A. Dodson to Homefirst
Interfaith Housing and Family Ser-
vices, Inc., 706 Central Avenue,
$454,000.

Brian and Elizabeth Bedner to
Timothy B. and Claire J. Lough, 111
Surrey Lane, $442,500.

Patricia A. Williams to Mary K.
O’Donnell and Thomas Flanigan, 834
Village Green, $557,500.

Fox & Foxx Development, LLC to
Melissa Falk, 725 Embree Crescent,
$860,000.

John M. and Donna M. Patt to
Noriaki and Sayaka Kaneda, 402
Clark Street, $632,500.

David and Kristin Pustylnik to
Mihir and Payal Patel, 417 Woodland
Avenue, $690,000.

M & D 501 Lenox, LLC to T & M
501 Lenox, LLC, 149 Euclid Avenue,
South, $243,000.

Paul R. Williams, Jr. and Sheldon
M. Glickman to T & M 501 Lenox,
LLC, 149 Euclid Avenue, South,
$235,000.

Christina Dirienzo to Camilo A.
Cuervo, 538 Rahway Avenue,
$317,000.

Monte K. and Heidi Guest to Jethro
and Mary Ferguson 649 Nottingham
Place, $775,000.

David B. Twilley and Alyson
Twilley-Rice to Brendan K. Monney,
556 First Street, $480,000.

733 Coolidge Street, LLC to
Brendan and Denise Brouder, 733
Coolidge Street, $659,000.

Jeffrey Gabriel to Amy Joy
Kaufman, 753 Marcellus Drive,
$1,300,000.

David and Susan Weinreb to Chris-
tian W. and Molly K. Hillard, 27
Woodbrook Circle, $1,075,000.

Stephen M. and Debra L. Murphy
to David and Courtney Bloomer, 702
Westfield Avenue, $633,000.

Mitchell and Cynthia Aronson to
Stephen M. and Bebra L. Murphy, 14
Stoneleigh Park, $1,070,000.

Stephen J. and Merina V. Schweiger
to Jose I. and Michelle T. Giraldo,
1002 Irving Avenue, $459,000.

Jeffrey and Justine Van Etten to
Joshua and Joanna Garfield, 229
Delaware Street, 910,000.

Recent Home Sales
Coldstream Court, $497,500.

Estate of Aurora Matula to Lisa
Clark-Burns, 2218 Old Farm Road,
$520,000.

Michael T. and Shirley A. Hayeck
to Debra J. Murphy, 2085 Grand
Street, $365,000.

Estate of John Sokol to Commu-
nity Access Institute Inc, 4 Colonial
Drive, $355,000.

Promod and Reva Chopra to
Augusto and Jessica Soares, 1950
Duncan Drive, $600,000.

Laura S. Friedland to Anthony and
Gabriella D. Carlino, 8 Brandywine
Court, $685,000.

Susan Baker et als to Jason and
April Villaverde, 15 Pitching Way,
$642,500.

Scott A. and Nancy L. Irslinger to
Jennifer Lugo and Sandra Lazo, 191
Mountain Avenue, $309,000.

Krisnamoorthy Narasimhan and
Aparna Venkatraman to Rohit D.
Thakare and Purva Bhosale P., 1720
King Street, $430,000.

Colin J. and Debra M. Yorke to
Bradford L. and Lauren E. Moose,
1604 Radley Road, $540,000.

David S. and Laura E. Ege to Ralph
H. Braun and Jean Ammermuller,
2440 Seneca Road, $580,000.

Estate of Otto DiMauro to 952
Crestwood Road LLC, 952
Crestwood Road, $250,000.

Christopher H. and Agnes Redlich
to Russell J. Lomuscio and Malini
Majumdar, 334 Warren Street,
$580,000.

Estate of Grace J. DeNizio to AJ
Doyle Inc., 2221 Rhoda Place,
$380,000.

Estate of Thomas J. Sikorski to
Ryan T. and Jennifer S. Moy, 1990
Lake Avenue, $280,000.

Gladys I. Price to Edward and Dina
Schenone, 2059 Coles Avenue,
$322,500.

Jorge and Grace E. Pardal to Suhrid
Balakrishnan and Evangelia Chnari,
2389 Westfield Avenue, $375,000.

John M. and Julie Griffiths to Caryl
A. Greene, 2 Village Park Court,
$280,000.

Mark H. and Miriam B. Aronowitz
to Rafeal and Cheryl Feliciano, 402
Donato Circle, $365,000.

Irmenia Meadows to William S.
Martias and Krystle Matias and Wil-
liam D. Matias, 362 Jackson Avenue,
$269,500.

Marc B. and Nancy S. Steinberg to
John M. and Julie Griffiths, 2399
Rose Street, $384,000.

Gloria Walker and Clifford
Ramsthaler to Yen Tran, 1107 Hetfield
Avenue, $240,000.

Sanford and Arlene Fineman to
Jeffrey and Justine Van Etten, 8
Marion Lane, $760,000.

Michael Guadagnini to George R.
and Sobocins Guadagnini, 9 King
James Court, $275,000.

Marie Koch to Thomas M. Sanford,
2304 South Avenue, $400,000.

Anthony J. and Linda Piniat to
Robert and Tracey R. Anselmo, 7
Rounf Hill Road, $745,000.

Keith Kiah to New Jersey Property
Investment, 351 Farley Avenue,
$106,000.

Gordon and Darinka Lienau to
Kostadino Aspromatis and Danielle
Rodman, 52 Canterbury Drive,
$445,000.

James E. Majeski and Sama Medico
to Prudential Relocation Inc., 512
Donato Circle, $370,000.

T A Scala Recovacable Trust to
Sean P. and Stephanie A. Blakely,
2067 Grand Street, $340,000.

James S. and Kristy A. Richie to
Michael Manna and Nicole
Radumski, 2246 Elizabeth Avenue,
$340,000.

Mary Margaret Barone to David A.
Lipsky and Julie A. MacDonald, 2205
Princeton Avenue, $390,000.

Lawrence and Linda Plotkin to Ali
Khanshab, 5 Crestwood Common Av-
enue, $250,000.

Nicholas C. Novello to Steven G.
and Kim M. Lord, 2268 Westfield
Avenue, $785,000.

Hudson H. and Filiz Henry to
Michelle Cappuccio and Frank and
Freda Iaizzi, 44 Tisbury Village,
$340,000.

John Henderson and Christine
Heaney to Harischandra Shenoy and
Ranjana Rao, 961 Crestwood,
$350,000.

Gary and Monica McMillan to
Jacquelyn Stotler, 40 Eastham Vil-
lage, $361,000.

426 Union Avenue LLC to An-
thony and Laura Klimas, 426 Union
Avenue, $690,000.

David T. and Sharon Rosengarten
to Andrew and Jessica Silverstein,
1610 King Street, $600,000.

John Ladino and Tulia P. Mendez
to Ojas N. and Nehal Shah, 1 Cherry
Blossom Lane, $840,000.

Vincent R. and Theresa A. Dionisio
to Kelly L. Anclien, 816 Cleveland
Avenue, $382,500.

Robert J. and Barbara W. Del
Grosso to Samuel C. and Lakisha M.
McCoubrey, 42 Maddaket Village,
$420,000.

Rose McGowan to Thomas and
Kenia Russo, 2236 Mountain Avenue,
$325,000.

Suzanne E. Sabini to William
Picard, 2338 Belvedere Drive,
$330,000.

The Bank of New York Mellon to
Pensco Trust Co. Cust. FBO Manuek
M Rosa, 1118 Lincoln Avenue,
$255,000.

John K. and Barbara A. Tudek to
Anne Dobb, 15 Burnham Village,
$365,000.

Craig M. and Jennifer Cichocki to
David and Kristen Seith, 412 Will-
iam Street, $430,000.

Estate of Rose M. Freitag to Mary
A. Freitag and Christopher J. Cassidy,
226 Katherine Street, $240,000

Estate of Doris C. Smith to Tho-
mas and Christine St. John, 1963
Dogwood Drive, $580,000.

James B. and Susan L. Herrington
to Dennis and Susan Mayer, 2042
Westfield Avenue, $400,000.

Michael and Leslie Bass to Kevin
and Loredana Skirde, 370 Acacia
Road, $525,000.

Janet Oppel and Richard Baksa to
Micheal J. and Lisa Y. Wojchik, 2330
Redwood Road, $428,400.

Dominick Verdic Jr. to Jojo Tho-
mas, 221 Scotland Street, $740,000.

Estate of Dorothy Zimatore to Brian
Rower and Camila Leite, 1976
Church Street, $323,000.

James G. and Marilyn Mason to
Russell D. and Kathryn T. Wills, 327
Haven Avenue, $278,000.

Stephen A. and Elizabeth P. Foley
to Qiang Tu and Jin Qian, 25 Clydes-
dale Road, $610,000.

Ziga Homes, Inc to Lissykutty
George and Abel M. George and George
Mathew, 820 Raritan Road, $735,000.

Kevin and Ann Clancy to Kevin J.
and Lori A. Looby, 27 Rambling
Drive, $725,000.

Jorge and Claudia F. Rodriguez-
Larrain to James and Maria Trujillo,
11 Fields Lane, $675,000.

Judy L. Stillman to Andrea Lo, 323

Scotch Plains:

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 1/11/11, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Roadway Repair Contract Central, Sub-Region C-2, Contract No.
C203, Routes 12, U.S. 22, 27, 28 & U.S. 206; Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset

and Union Counties; 100% State; DP No: 10437
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/23/10, 12/30/10 and 1/6/11, The Leader Fee: $201.96

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

MEDICAL MASSAGE
Westfield - Do you have lower
back pain or does Sciatica
bother you? Would you like 5
years more in your life?

Call Jason
cell  (908) 487-8375

GUITAR LESSONS

Rick Langmaack now accepting
beginner thru advanced students.
38 years of performing and
teaching experience. Three
college music degrees. Well
established in Westfield Area.
Resume available upon request.

(908) 301-0293

WE CONVERT VHS TO DVD

Do you have a box of home videos
that need to be converted into
DVDs? Make those memories last
for years to come! Great to share
for anniversaries, Birthdays and
special occasions for your kids to
cherish forever. Limited time offer,
$18/DVD, $8 off the first one.

Offer expires 2/9/11.
Call Kim at (908) 347-1660

at Computer Tutors, Inc., Today!

HELP WANTED

Doctor’s office, part-time:
Computer knowledgeable, front
and back office work. No
weekends. (908) 925-1444

TRI STAR FLOORING

Installation, Re-finishing
Dustless Sanding Available

Mike at (973) 276-9200

HOME FOR SALE

Over 55, Smithville Four Seasons
Community, NJ, near Atl. Cty.
Premium lot, 2br, 2bath, grtrm,
den, eat-in kitchen, sitting/TVrm,
fireplace, 2100sf home. Cul-de-
sac location, beautiful club house.

Call (609) 404-9623
COMPANION FOR ELDERLY

Have Experience
& References
Drive own car

(732) 648-5428

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The Governing Body of the Township of Scotch Plains, has set the following meeting
schedule for 2011 for the Township Council be established by Resolution No. 2011-5:

2011 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
January 18, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

February 1, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
February 15, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

March 1, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
March 15, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

April 5, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
April 19, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

May 3, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
May 17, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

June 8, 2011 (Wednesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
June 21, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

July 5, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
July 19, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

2011 TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
August 16, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM

Council Business Meeting 8:30 PM

September 6, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
September 20, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

October 4, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
October 18, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

November 1, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
November 14, 2011 (Monday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

December 6, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Conference Meeting 7:00 PM
December 20, 2011 (Tuesday) Council Business Meeting 7:30 PM

IMPORTANT NOTES:
* Council Conference Meetings and Council Business Meetings will both be held in the

Municipal Building Council Chamber (Court Room) and will be open to the public. Council
Conference Meetings will not be broadcast on Scotch Plains Television (SPTV). Council
Business Meetings will be broadcast on SPTV.

* Council Executive Sessions will be held in the Council Conference Room located on
the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building and will not be open to the public.

* Council Workshop Meetings (i.e. Budget) will be held in the Council Conference
Room located on the 2nd floor of the Municipal Building and will be open to the public.
These meetings will be scheduled and advertised separately during the year by the Office
of the Township Clerk.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 1/6/11, The Times Fee: $81.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RESOLUTION

TAKE NOTICE that the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield will meet in Confer-
ence Session, at which meeting the public
may attend and make comments, and
address Council to discuss and consider
matters of public business, upon which no
formal action will then be taken but which
may subsequently be acted upon in a
regular Council Meeting, on the following
dates in 2011 in the Administrative Con-
ference Room in the Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, at 8:00 p.m., the said dates being
the following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:

January 11, 25
February 8

March 1 and 22
April 12

May 3 and 17
June 7 and 21

July 12
August 16

September 6 and 20
October 4 and 18

November 1 and 22
December 6

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield will meet
in regular public meeting, at which the
public may attend and participate, on the
following dates in 2011 in the Council
Chambers of the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
at 8:00 p.m., with a preliminary meeting at
7:45 p.m. in the adjacent Council Confer-
ence Room which the public may also
attend, the said meeting dates being the
following Tuesdays, unless otherwise
noted:

January 18
February 1 and 15

March 8 and 29
April 26

May 10 and 24
June 14 and 28

July 12
August 16

September 13 and 27
October 11 and 25

November 9 (Wednesday) and 29
December 13

1 T - 1/6/11, The Leader Fee: $46.92

PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-789-4090  www.wmlnj.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING SCHEDULE – 2011

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in regular public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following dates in 2010 in the Program
Room of the Westfield Memorial Library,
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 8:00 p.m., the said meeting
dates being the following Thursdays, un-
less otherwise noted.

January 27, 2011 Thursday
February 24, 2011 Thursday
March 24, 2011 Thursday
April 28, 2011 Thursday
May 26, 2011 Thursday
June 23, 2011 Thursday
September 22, 2011 Thursday
October 27, 2011 Thursday
November 17, 2011 Thursday
December 15, 2011 Thursday

The agenda for all of the said meetings
is not yet known. The aforementioned
notice has been prepared and will be
posted, mailed and filed in accordance
with the provisions of the Open Public
Meetings Act.
1 T - 1/6/11, The Leader Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACTS
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Hatch Mott
McDonald; 27 Bleeker Street, Millburn,
New Jersey 07041

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
provide a licensed C-4 Sewer Operator as
required by NJSA 58:11-64 for public sewer
collection systems.

DURATION: January 1, 2011 through
December 31, 2011

AMOUNT: Amount of $9,900.

CONTRACTOR: Frederick T. Danser
III, Esq. 25 Independence Boulevard,
Liberty Corner, New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services of
a consultant and negotiator in connection
with collective bargaining between the
Town and its employee representation
organizations.

DURATION: January 1, 2011 through
December 31, 2011

AMOUNT: Amount of $24,000.

CONTRACTOR: Apruzzese
McDermott Mastro & Murphy, 25 Inde-
pendence Boulevard, Liberty Corner,
New Jersey 07938

NATURE OF SERVICES:  Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
furtherance and in conjunction with the
duties of Labor Counsel.

DURATION:  January 1, 2011 through
December 31, 2011

AMOUNT:  Not to exceed $70,000.

CONTRACTOR: Suplee, Clooney &
Company, 308 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

NATURE OF SERVICES: Engaged to
perform the statutory annual audit of the
accounts, annual audit of Federal and
State Programs, the Review Report on the
Town of Westfield Deferred Compensa-
tion Plan, and preparation of the Market
Disclosure Report.

DURATION: January 1, 2011 through
December 31, 2011

AMOUNT: $66,250.

CONTRACTOR: SNR Denton LLP, 101
JFK Parkway, Short Hills, New Jersey
07078

NATURE OF SERVICES: Retained to
provide the professional legal services in
furtherance of and in conjunction with the
duties of the Town Attorney.

DURATION: January 1, 2011 through
December 31, 2011.

AMOUNT: Not to exceed $150,000.

THE RESOLUTIONS AND CON-
TRACTS FOR ALL OF THE ABOVE ARE
ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN
CLERK.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 1/6/11, The Leader Fee: $56.61

CHILDCARE / HOUSEKEEPING

Available Part Time
 2 days per week, 9:30-1:30
non drivier, Westfield Area

Call (908) 838-8538

    

     
     

 
 

OFFICE MANAGER

Full-time position at a Westfield En-
gineering, Archtiecture, and
Construcion firm. Individual must be
smart, well organized, friendly, and
outgoing, with a strong and enthusi-
astic personallity. Email resume:
greg@redcoengineering.com
or call Greg at (908) 233-4030.
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HELPING THE NEEDY…Members of Brownie Troop No. 41 from Tamaques
Elementary in Westfield recently delivered, sorted and shelved more than 50 bags
of food at the Holy Trinity Food Pantry as part of a service project. Pictured are:
Front row, Audrey Pucciarelli, Eliana Cestero, Anna Schwartz, Sierra Byrne and
Abigail Sternberg; second row, Brianna Vaca, Grace Sacco, Annie Cerria, Grace
Hutchinson, Jessica Karlin and Emily Isaacman, and back row, Tom Conheeney
and an unidentified pantry volunteer. Not pictured are troop members Avery
Moore and Sarah Melone.

KEEPING YOUTH SAFE…Union County Freeholder Nancy Ward, second
from left, accepts a Community Change Award for “Christopher’s Program” on
behalf of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders from New Jersey Black
Issues Convention (NJBIC) Board Secretary Barbara James, John Hinds, second
from right, and Chairman Jerome Harris at the NJBIC 28th Annual Black
Leadership Conference at the Hyatt Regency in New Brunswick.

In Real Life, Some People Get
More Recognition Than Others

By ABBIE GOLDRING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is perfectly natural for a first-
grade teacher to say to the class,
“Make sure everyone gets firsts be-
fore you get seconds,” when a student
brings in treats for their birthday. But
is it normal for a yearbook adviser to
say to the yearbook committee,
“Make sure everyone is included be-
fore you put that second picture of the
quarterback in?” Absolutely not.

Lately, there has been an obsession
with equal representation of students
in school yearbooks. In recent years,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) High
School yearbooks have had indexes
of students’ names and the page num-
bers on which they appear.

However, SP-F yearbooks will soon
be revised to ensure that every person
is included at least twice; the editor,
therefore, bears the responsibility of
keeping track of how often all 1,400
students are seen in the 300-plus-
page yearbook.

While I admire the administration’s
decision to try to fix this issue, I don’t
understand why it blew up into such
a big deal. Just get rid of the index
altogether and leave the rest of the
yearbook the way it’s been.

So what if the jocks appear more
than the nerds? That’s high school.

And that’s luck. If your friend hap-
pens to be on yearbook staff, awe-
some for you. If you’re one of those
annoying people who always pops up
in photos even when you’re not
wanted, great. If you’re the hottest
guy in the grade, fantastic. These are
the people whose pictures will be in
the yearbook, and that’s how it’s
worked for years.

There is no doubt that students
utilize this index to assign social sta-
tus and popularity. The sports cap-
tains and club presidents naturally
dominate the pages, while the qui-
eter, “weirder” kids continue their
streak of little (or no) recognition.

This hasn’t been an issue at Westfield
High School as far as I’m concerned.
I’ll admit I’ve counted how many times
I appear, but I get over it when I realize
I’ll never have as many pictures as
those “popular” seniors.

While I commend the SP-F
administration’s effort to reverse this
popularity contest, the social hierar-
chies of high school are never going
to change. High school is supposed
to prepare you for real life, and in real
life, some people get more recogni-
tion than others.

Abbie is a junior at Westfield High
School.

Admission Information Sessions:

For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155
www.whschool.orgwww.whschool.org

SCHOOL SCHOOL 

THETHE  
WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE WARDLAW-HARTRIDGE 

      Saturday, January 8, 2011 at 9:30 a.m.                                

Prepare for a global world in a global learning environmentPrepare for a global world in a global learning environment

Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent, 
co-educational, college-preparatory school

1295 Inman Avenue, North Edison, NJ

  

SSt.Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy that makes a difference  
in your child’s life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                

Serving children in grades PreK - 8 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

                 
   
       
  

  

         

For more information, 
call (908) 709-7518, 

ask for Ricky, or 
e-mail spring@ucc.edu

A Great
Education
Close to
Home

A Great
Education
Close to
Home

� Choose from over 75
 Programs of Study

� Spring ‘11 Semester begins January 20
(register until Jan. 27)

� Spring ‘11 Late Start classes begin February 3 
(register until Feb. 9)

� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 4-year  colleges
or universities

� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or
 weekends

� Learn from home with Online Courses 
or Telecourses 

� Only $100 per credit for Union County  residents
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THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Seasons Support Group Posts January Events

ON THEIR WAY TO THE TOP...Union Catholic High School announced that
seniors Caresse Simmonds, Dominique Hayward, Alexandra Evans, Kristen
Hamilton, Yarlie Pierre-Louis and Amber St. John, pictured left to right, have
been selected as recipients of the 2010 New Jersey Rising Scholars Student
Recognition Award. These six students represent the largest selection of scholars
from any one school throughout New Jersey. The New Jersey Rising Scholars
Student Recognition Program was established to honor the academic achieve-
ment of high-school seniors from diverse backgrounds who are interested in
attending a “Historically Black College or University.” The criteria for Rising
Scholar students are: attendance at a New Jersey public, private or charter
school, a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher and a SAT score of 1350 or above.

Brown Joins UCC to Head
Green-Workforce Program

CRANFORD – On December 6,
Union County College hired David
Brown to serve as the project man-
ager of its new Green Workforce Ser-
vice Program, which is a part of the
college’s Industry-Business Institute.

In this grant-funded position, Mr.
Brown will work to establish local
green-job opportunities and will de-
sign, field-test, revise, package and
disseminate packages of instructional
and related services for these jobs.
He will work with area employers,
public agencies, labor unions and
other local educational and non-profit
institutions to locate the job opportu-
nities in the green field.

Mr. Brown comes to Union County
College after having served in the
City of Plainfield as the Director of
Public Works and Urban Develop-
ment. In his position, he advised the
city administrator on all the issues
that pertained to construction, man-
agement, maintenance and operation
of the physical properties of the city,
including public parking.

He also administered all planning,
community and economic/workforce
development projects and grants that
the city received from local, county,
state and federal programs.

Prior to working in Plainfield, Mr.
Brown served as the vice-president
for the Newark Downtown Core Re-
development Corporation. In this ca-
pacity, he led the program/construc-
tion management for  multiple

projects associated with Newark’s
Prudential Center Arena, which is
owned by the Newark Housing Au-
thority.

He also was responsible for the
coordination and implementation of
the Newark Downtown Core District
Redevelopment Plan. Mr. Brown has
had several years of experience work-
ing with federal, state and local pur-
chasing guidelines, which provided
him the knowledge needed to work at
the college.

Seniors Have Opportunity
For Free Classes at UCC

CRANFORD – Registration for the
spring 2011 session of the county’s
Senior Scholars community enrich-
ment program at Union County Col-
lege has begun.

The spring session includes many
computer-related subjects and visual
arts courses, along with cooking,
dance, and special interest topics.
New offerings include the Zumba
Latin dance program, a book club,
and a birding course.

Classes begin during the third week
of January. Participation is limited to
residents of Union County age 60
and older.

Registration is required in person,
at Union County College offices: Main
Campus, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, Monday through Thursday,
8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. to 6
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. (sum-
mer hours are Monday through Thurs-
day only, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.).

Elizabeth Campus, 40 West Jersey
Street, Elizabeth: Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (sum-
mer hours are Monday through Thurs-
day only, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.).

For more information visit the UCC
Department of Continuing Education,
www.ucc.edu/ContinuingEducation.

WESTFIELD – Seasons, a sup-
port group for divorced, separated
and widowed individuals of all faiths,
as well as for anyone who has expe-
rienced the loss of a relationship,
will hold its next meetings on Janu-
ary 12 and 26. All are welcome.

Seasons is designed to provide
assistance in the journey toward heal-
ing of emotions and spirit through
group discussions, guest speakers
and social activities.

The January 12 meeting will be a
Potluck Party and game night. A
regular meeting will be held on Janu-
ary 26.

Library Friends Announce
Saturday Children’s Events
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor a series of children’s pro-
grams in January. These programs
will be open to Westfield Library
patrons and their children.

“Mammal Mania!” will be held on
January 8 from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.
“Eyes of the Wild” will present live
mammals from around the world.
This program will be open to chil-
dren ages 3 and older. An adult must
attend with the child.

“When Animals Attack!” is sched-
uled for January 8 from noon to 1
p.m. Also presented by “Eyes of the
Wild,” this program is designed for
children ages 5 and older accompa-
nied by an adult. Participants will
learn about the defense tools em-
ployed by creatures such as the skunk,

porcupine and armadillo.
“Stories and Music with Kala Jojo”

will take place on January 22 from
10:30 to 11:15 a.m. Children ages 4
and older, accompanied by an adult,
will be introduced to traditional Afri-
can stories and songs.

“Little Al the Dinosaur” will be
featured January 29 from 10:30 to
11:15 a.m. and again from noon to
12:45 p.m. Presented by representa-
tives from the Pearl Observatory,
this program will be open to chil-
dren ages 4 and older accompanied
by an adult and will introduce par-
ticipants to real dinosaur eggs, teeth
and bones.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. In-
dividuals may register online by vis-
iting wmlnj.org.

Seasons participants meet every
first Saturday of the month for Happy
Hour at the Stage House, located at
366 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The telephone number for the Stage
House is (908) 322-4224.

Meetings are held every second
and fourth Wednesday from 7:15 to
9 p.m. in the St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church activities center
building, located at 1600 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

For more information, call Bob
Laudati at (908) 322-7762 or Joan
Hernandez at (908) 930-2791, or e-
mail 2008seasons@live.com.

Readers Eligible For Prizes
Through ‘Classic Challenge’

GARWOOD – The Garwood Public
Library currently is offering an activity
entitled “Classic Challenge.” For this
endeavor, the staff has chosen various
classics, such as “Les Miserables,”
“Quo Vadis,” “The Count of Monte
Cristo,” “Gone With the Wind,” “Don
Quixote,” “Jane Eyre,” “Doctor
Zhivago,” “Salem’s Lot,” “Franken-
stein,” “The Fountainhead” and “Exo-
dus,” among many other selections.

Participants may check out any one
of these books now through Satur-
day, January 29, read the entire novel
and write a brief review of the book.
All patrons completing their book
will be invited to an informal book
discussion, to be held early in April,
at which time prizes will be awarded

to those completing this challenge.
Because many of these novels are

formidable in size, the loan period
will be extended to eight weeks on
these books. This challenge is open
to any adult with a valid library card
(Garwood or other local library.)

The library is located at the corner
of Third Avenue and Walnut Street,
behind the Lincoln School complex.
Library hours of operation are Mon-
day through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The tele-
phone number for the library is (908)
789-1670 and its e-mail address is
garwoodlibrary@gmail.com. For in-
formation, visit youseemore.com/
garwood.

Ms. Critchley to Give
Talk to Garden Club
WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, Janu-

ary 11, the Garden Club of Westfield
will host “Renovating the Home Gar-
den” with Nancy Critchley. The meet-
ing will be held in Assembly Hall at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue. Roll
call will be at 1 p.m. Prospective
members from Westfield and other
towns are welcome to attend.

Ms. Critchley has been an Essex
County Master Gardener for many
years. She is the owner of the land-
scape business Morning Glory Gar-
dens, Inc. in Morris Plains. Attendees
will learn how to avoid major mis-
takes, how to correct existing land-
scape problems, how to develop an
understanding of the needs of one’s
property and how to make them work
with one’s own vision.
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Honor Roll
Westfield High School

First Marking Period

  WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal, Peter Renwick, an-
nounces the first marking period honor
roll for the 2010-2011 school year.
Westfield High School recognizes stu-
dent achievement every marking pe-
riod at two levels: Honor Roll and
Distinguished Honor Roll. Determi-
nation of inclusion on the Honor Roll
is based on the following criteria:  For
the Distinguished Honor Roll, the
GPA must be between 3.75 and 4.0
with no grade lower than a B. For the
Honor Roll, the GPA must be be-
tween 3.5 and 3.74 with no grade
lower than a B.
9th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll

Tristen Abaya, Ashley Abbott, Kaitlin
Abrams, William Allen, Elena Arida, Grace
Aronds, Jane Aronds, Kaylee Baez, Caroline
Baldwin, Alexander Beals, Alexandra Berry,
Julia Bieber, Gabrielle Bleich, Kathleen Bond,
Tyler Bowman, Harry Brafman, Natalie
Brennan, Nicole Carpetto, Andrew Castellone,
Anna Centrella, Estelle Cervantes, Ida Chen,
Sandy Guerim Choi, Abigail Cook, Sarah
Cronin, Kelly Culnan, Sarah Marie Davidson,
Gianna De Vito, Tyler Debbie, Jennifer
Decandia, Olivia Dembiec, Alexa Derman,
Nicole Deroux, Leia Descalzi, Nicole Devitt,
Allison Diamond, Jackson Dumont, Brandon
Egert, Benjamin Eisenberg, Vikranth
Eleswarapu, Jared Ellner, Michael Esler,
Rachel Fan, Cynthia Faris, Christine Ferraro,
Amanda Fischer, Shea Fitzpatrick, Jack Foley,
Ethan Frisch, Nicholas Gabuzda, Evan
Garfinkel, Edwin Gee, Mark Gillespie, Geneva
Gleason, Rachel Golding, Sophia Goldschmidt,
Elizabeth Gonzalez, David Gruskin, Samantha
Gruskin, Melanie Grycan, Victoria Guerriero,
Oona Harrigan, Austin Hatch, Kristin Hauge,
Jenna Helfand, Dalton Herzog, Sara Hoerrner,
Christopher Hogge, Andrew Hopper, Dane
Huber, Kaitlyn Hughes, Belle Hutchins, Ian
Hutchinson, Matthew Jenkins, Sadie Jezierski,
Alexis Kardias, Jake Katz, Madeline Katz,
Helen Forrest Keating, Jack Kessler, Michelle
Kim, Nicholas Koch, Alicia Kohl, Michelle
Kostyack, Suzanna Kozlowski, Rebecca Kraus,
Rebecca Kreutzer, Daniel Kuhn, David
Kushner, Gemma Larche, Bernadette Latimer,
Olivia Le Warn, Lyndsay Lee, Bryon Lessner,
Carly Levine, Jagger Linsky, Lucia Liu, Alex
Loffredo, Emma Lorenzo, Marc Luino, Mat-
thew Luppino, Agatha Magierski, Magda
Magierski, Shannon Malley, Morgan Maloney,
Sarah Margolies, Emily Mastrocola, Kelly
Mazzucco, Elizabeth Mc Cabe, Kathleen Mc
Cutcheon, Luke Mc Grory, Sarah Mc Intyre,
Emily Mc Lane, Allison Mcbrearty, Christo-
pher Mcglynn, Nicholas Mennona, Stephanie
Milan, Tori Miller, Christina Mosco, Alexandra
Mossawir, Charles Mulrooney, Daniel Myers,
Julia Napolitano, Elisabeth Neylan, Lauren
Nogan, Matthew Nuzzo, Lauren Oates,
Alexandra Palatucci, Sophia Palia, Madeline
Pfeifer, Megan Pinna, Rebecca Plotkin, Kristin
Ragoza, Thomas Randazzo, Mary Rippe,
Calvin Robertshaw, Jill Rosenfeld, Sarah
Russo, Daniel Sanders, Amanda Santos, Sarah
Sarkos, Daniel Savickas, James Schiano, Olivia
Schiffer, Lauren Schmeider, Amanda Schwarz,
Lydia Anne Seaman, Conor Sheridan, Sophia
Shiffman, Nathaniel Shoobs, Eric Shor,
Andreia Silva, Emily Simpson, Samuel
Sokolin, Andrew Stern, Andrew Stockwell,
Gabrielle Stravach, Sanjay Sujanthakumar,
Christopher Sweeney, Anna Tanji, Maria Tata,
Sean Tracey, Dara Tucker, John Venezia,
Isabella Vergara, Kristen Villane, Yixue Wang,
Jacob Wasserman, Fraser Weist, Scott
Wiesinger, Michaela Winberg, Francis Wong,
Shawn Wu, Jingyan Xiao, Tiffany Youssef,
Peter Zecca

9th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Julia Abbattista, Nora Aronds, Robert Ball,

Anna Ming Bauer, Sean Beattie, William
Bennett, Matthew Binkowitz, Jacob Boyle,
Catherine Bruno, Brittany Bryant, Gabrielle
Buckman, Eric Cantor, Andrew Capuano,
Caroline Caruso, Douglas Clarkson, Kaitlyn
Collett, Erika Daniel, Michael Darchi, Chris-
topher Dattilo, Jeremie Dedea, Bradley
Demartino, Anne Desantis, Erica Di Bella,
Jackson Drysdale, Andersen Eckert, Catherine
Eliades, Brad Gibson, Casey Hewett, Michael
Hughes, Michael Ionta, Luke Iorio, Jake
Kaplan, Christopher Kattak, Alexander Kay,
Caroline King, Mackenzie Kuhl, Danielle
Lamchek, Matthew Latowsky, Brendan Law,
Christopher Lazzarotti, Matthew Lazzarotti,
Theresa Lotano, Hannah Mackenzie, Michael
Magierski, Victor Magierski, Brian Mandel,
Conor Martinson, Brittany Mccarthy, Hannah
Moloshok, Nora Moriarty, William Murtishaw,
Megan Newhard, Daniel Palumbo, Brianna
Parkinson, Julia Penczak, Elizabeth Ponce,
Emma Prevoznak, Thomas Pyle, Nicholas
Retcho, Pearl Reyes, Deirdre Romer, Kim-
berly Roth, Claire Rothfelder, Joseph Santry,
Elena Scarano, Alex Schneider, Katherine
Seery, Zachary Sheil, Emily Sickles, Tara
Smith, Noah Stiles, Caroline Tanis, Timothy
Thongrod, Rebecca Trickey, Tiffany Tsui, Jose
Vricella-Stokes, Morgann Wilcox
10th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll

 Jennifer Amador, Michael Aronson,

Corinne Barrow, Lucas Bizzaro, Alexandra
Borr, Christian Burgdorf, Lilian Burtness,
Kathryn Capodanno, Colleen Caprario, Rob-
ert Cassie, Julia Ceasrine, Andres Chang, Bjorn
Charlery, Jessica Ciampa, Cassandra Clark,
Meghan Clifford, Kathryn Contini, Mary
Cornwell, Samuel Cravo, Elizabeth Cusick,
Eric Demers, Liam Devin, Tiffanni Di Dolce,
Giana Di Giorgio, Ashley Dietz, Hailey
Dobosiewicz, Andrew Dougert, Lisa Federico,
Alyssa Fernandez, Sofie Fetter, Christopher
Fischer, Austin Fishman, Erin Fitzpatrick,
Meaghan Fleck, Caroline Frankola, Sarah
Freer, Mark Frega, Kevin Galasso, Angela
Gallagher, Colleen Gallagher, Daniel
Gallagher, Marisa Garrity, Matthew Gates,
Brittany Gould, Nicholas Grawehr, Emily
Greenberg, Jacob Greenberg, Adam Greene,
Caroline Greenspan, Christina Gulla, Edmund
Han, Rebecca Harris, Sarah Hearon, Allison
Hecht, Madison Heffron, Maura Heinbokel,
Alexander Herbster, Rachel Hertzberg, Nadia
Ibrahim, Christopher Ick, Gregory Inamine,
Taylor Jackson, Aditi Jain, Jaquil Jenkins,
Pengju Jin, Ashley Kaiser, Alexandra Kapadia,
Liam Keller, Katelyn Kelly, Jessica Kenny,
Sonya Khedr, Geoffrey Ko, Evan Komar, Zoe
Korunow, Daniel Lacorte, Caitlin Lawrie,
Adam Lupicki, Emma Lysek, Jennifer
Mandelblatt, Jeffrey Marino, Cassandra
Masciale, Megan Mc Cusker, Catherine
Meixner, Joseph Mele, Eric Mikalauskas, Jus-
tin Mitchell, Olivia Mobarakai, Lea Moise
Kleinman, Gregory Morano, Megan
Mulrooney, Jack Mustard, Michaela Nies,
Joshua Norton, Hannah Painter, Michael
Paone, Sun Park, Elana Pascoguin, Scott Pass,
Juliana Pastuzyn, Chelsea Peterson, Elizabeth
Pindilli, Tara Reardon, Michael Reilly, Katie
Rembisz, Brett Ripperger, Robert Romano,
Kyra Sagal, Joseph Salmon, Benjamin
Schwartz, Tara Sciortino, Melissa Shendell,
Reilly Shiarella, Anna Simon, Henry Smith,
Kevin Smith, Amanda Soldati, Thanachai
Srithaninrat, Elisabeth Sulmont, Emily
Suriano, Connor Swingle, Emma Tabachnick,
Margaret Tanji, Scott Thompson, Katherine
Towers, Michaela Tropeano, Kristin Troutman,
Natalie Tupper, Danzan Ubush, Kelly Vasel,
Kirsten Von Der Wroge, Jimmy Yang, Alex
Ying, Brianne Zelko, Rebecca Zhang, Brian
Zilberberg

 10th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Jasmine Aldana, Oria Alexander, Steven

Amato, Megan Ariola, Mariah Baker, Sophia
Barry, Max Bohall, Alexander Breakstone,
Owen Browne, Daniel Bungerz, John
Campbell, Madelyn Cannone, Riyad Carey,
William Cary, Grace Cerra, Jonathan Clancy,
Jessica Cobuzzi, Jack Colwell, Alexander
Corea, David Cui, Erin Debbie, Claire Dorwart,
Quinn Dursee, Mark Eisenhauer, Peter Fagan,
Jesse Finver, Kyla Gargiulo, Ashley Gerckens,
Brett Glenn, Courtney Han, Matthew Haner,
Brenton Harries, Christopher Harris, Allison
Harth, Mark Hartzell, Leigh Anne Heinbokel,
Jake Heroux, Maria Hershey, Lily Horowitz,
Timothy Huber, Zachary Jaffee, Molly
Jennings, Catherine Kerr, Hannah Knighton,
Marina Kovalenko, Alexander Laitamaki, Sa-
rah Lampert, Sarah Leahy, Paul Lee, Marissa
Lowe, Matthew Lynn, Jonathan Macik, Emily
Mc Bain, Tyler Melofchik, Jessie Miller, Nicole
Miller, Connor Moore, Janet Morrison, Ryan
Morse, Veronica Murphy, Emily Natko,
Charles Naughton, Lydia Oquendo, Drew
Palumbo, Grace Partridge, Kristen Pazdro,
Jenna Perrotta, John Peterson, Cara Realmuto,
Kendall Reid, Meghan Reilly, Elinor Reinhardt,
Samantha Rembisz, Lindsay Ripperger,
Samantha Rohwetter, Sam Russak, Rohit
Saigal, William Sanders, Brian Schor, Max
Shin, Isabelle Smelkinson, Laura Streaman,
Austen Thien, Alexandra Tinfow, Natalia
Trujillo, Marc Vazquez, Timothy Walsh, Mat-
thew Webb, Courtney Weisse, Garrett
Williamson, Ian Yeager, Allison Zale, Nicole
Zimmermann
11th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll

Nahea An, Mary Barber, Zachary Bebel,
Michelle S Behzadpour, Emily Benz,
Alexander Bond, Daniel Brotman, Alexandra
Caggiano, Philip Cara, Theresa Carlino, Sarah
Chandler, Rachel Chodor, Robert Ciardullo,
Molly Colvin, Elizabeth Connolly, Eileen
Cook, Jessica Cronin, Ella Claire D’Amico,
Michael Depaolo, Isabel Docampo, John
Dooley, Amanda Earl, Thomas Edwards, Bran-
don Eng, Ryan Ferraro, Julia M Fisher, Rory
Fitzpatrick, Brittny Gallagher, Andrew
Goldfarb, Zachary Goldfarb, Alex
Goldschmidt, Kelly Gray, Zoe Greenburg,
Sabrina Greene, Brianna Guddemi, Jacob
Harris, Samantha Hindes, Krysta Huber, Ja-
son Isbit, Rafaella Jakubovic, Katharine
Jaruzelski, Alexandra Jason, Kaitlyn Johnson,
Kelly Kalis, Jenna Karnofsky, Ashley Kattak,
Yeoun Chan Kim, Allegra Larche, Danielle
Lipschutz, Tess Lukowiak, Richard Malacrea,
Maeve Maloney, Hannah Margolin, Finbar
Martinson, Erika May, Cali Mazzara, Jessica
Morse, Cecelia Mosco, Kaycie O’Donnell,
Peter Ondi, Kevin Oster, Olivia Pecora, Audrey
Peterson, Gabriella Pirrone, Emily Polak, Zhe
Qin, Matthew Ragoza, Nicole Rapoport, Jack
Rickles, Joseph Rinaldi, Kate Schell-Sheehan,
Laura Schmahl, Kayla Seigelstein, Megan
Sheil, Jessica Sipe, Rebecca Skowron, Emily
Smith, Alina Spera, Elizabeth Steller, Samantha
Sterba, Nicholas Sternal, Kathleen Tang, Evan
Tarlow, Rebecca Tunis, Brian Vander Schaaf,

Matthew Varakian, Brandon Vassallo, Caroline
Weber, Jacob Wegbreit, Matias Werner,
Katherine Yamano, Ozan Yucetepe, Eva
Zahorodny, Nicholas Zahorodny

11th Grade Regular Honor Roll
 Meg Anderson, Gemma Antoniewicz,

Tatyana Araya, Arjun Asija, Emily Bailey,
Mia Ballan, Tara Bange, Alana Basil, Caroline
Bertoni, Daniel Bigelow, James Birnie,
Rebecca Bleich, Ryan Bohrod, Zachary Botos,
Connor Breza, Justin Brody, Matthew
Caminiti, Kathryn Caruso, Madeline Chan-
dler, Wilson Cheung, Kelly-Anne Crowley,
Gabrielle Cruz, Nicole Cruz, Catherine De
Masi, Melissa Decandia, Anna Liah Derojas,
Sophia Devita, Sydney Doskow, Brendan
Dugan, Ryan Elliott, Allison Faktor, Katherine
Fox, Gabrielle Fraenkel, Kaitlyn Frey, Victoria
Gagliano, Geena Gao, Alexa Geltzeiler, Abigail
Goldring, Jonathan Gribbin, Brennan Haley,
Kelsey Hall, Nick Hering, Henry Hershey,
Ryan Hobson, Kimberly Hoffman, Matthew
Huff, Taylor Ingber, Christopher Jimenez,
Michael Kalimtzis, Nicoletta Kalos, Bong Soo
Kim, Katrina Kudlick, Elizabeth Kuehn, Timo-
thy Lehmberg, Brandon Levan, Dara Levy,
Kathryn Lobo, Carolyn Maguire, Maxwell
Marchiano, Nicole Marques, Marc Mazzucco,
Alex Mchugh, Peter Mebane, Sydney Metzger,
Nathan Mitchell, Michael Mondon, Amanda
Mongiove, Richard Monihan, Lucas Nugent,
Thomas O’Neill, Anne Oldakowski, Keith
Peterson, Brian Pollock, Emily Prosuk, Julia
Queller, Thomas Ramage, Willi Rediker,
Patrick Reilly, Taylor Robustelli, Madeline
Rosenberg, Megan Roth, Erica Russo, Pamela
Santelice, Dean Schapow, Andrew Schwarz,
Charles Scott, Nadia Sharif, Sari Solomon,
Hannah St  Lifer, John Stelmach, Michael
Stravach, Lauren Tebbetts, Stephanie Tepper,
Leonidas Tolias, Anthony Valles, Jacob
Vergara, Nicholas Villane, Theres Volz,
Victoria Wang, Marisa Watanabe, Hannah
Weeks, Madison Yarusi, Jacob Ziff
12th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll

Jenelle Abbattista, Jessica Allen, Paige
Alvarez, Mackenzie Anderson, Taylor Ander-
son, Mark Androconis, Adrian Bizzaro,
Michael Blutfield, Truman Boyes, Jane Braun,
Eric Byer, Michael Byrne, Juliana Capuano,
Alan Chu, Caitlin Coleman, Lauren Corcoran,
Zachary Cornwell, Samantha Costello, Talecia
Cunningham, Gustav Danielsson, Lauren
Darchi, Jeffrey Desorbo, Brooke Domino,
Wenqi Duan, Colin Eldridge, Daniel Eliades,
Justin Erickson, Casey Federbusch, Anne
Ferro, Anna Fetter, Danielle Fields, Adam
Fischette, Emma Foley, Michael Foley,
Alexandra Frankel, Nicole Frankfort, Emma
Franks, Sarah Frantz, Alec Friedlander, Josh
Friedman, Catalina Gaglioti, Haozhe Gao,
Georgia Gleason, Betsy Goellner, Emily
Goldstein, Dana Gottdiener, Jessica Gregory,
Rachel Gross, Courtney Gurkas, Alyssa Hatch,
Alexandra Hawkins, Charli Herrington,
Madeline Horowitz, Margaret Jacobi, Melanie
Johnson, Catherine Johnston, Tracy Kaplan,
Yasemin Karamete, Nikki Koll, Ho Yee

Nearly 90% admitted to Barron’s “most and highly competitive” colleges and universities     
Upper School offers nationally-renow�ed honors engineering program      More than 50% 
of students in grades 10-12 take an AP course       With no graduation requirement 100% 
participation in community service       103  AP scholars in the last three years     

Where intellect and faith meet.

A Catholic independent school, 
co-ed from kindergarten through grade 6 
and for young women only in grades 7-12.

Contact admissions at admissions@oakknoll.org or 908-522-8109 to RSVP
44 Blackburn Road, Summit, New Jersey 07901 www.oakknoll.org

  

UPPER SCHOOL INFORMATION SESSION
January 20, 2011 - 8:15-10 a.m. -  For Students and Parents
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Christopher Academy
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(Cynthia) Lam, Meredith Latimer, Michael
Levidy, John Lizzo, Charlotte Lorentzen, John
Lorentzen, Anne Maguire, Sarah Martin,
Mikhail Maslyuk, Natalie Materek, Joshua
Mazen, Matthew Mc Evoy, Katherine
Mckinley, Amanda Minken, Amelia Morabito,
Sarah Morasso, Melissa Morawski, Anthony
Mormile, Kevin Morris, Christopher
Morrissey, Alexis Murphy, Morgan Murphy,
Charlotte Murtishaw, Max Narotzky, Priyanka
Nayer, Belinda Newton, David Osterman,
Charles Pantazis, Emma Partridge, Michael
Pohling, Katherine Ponce, Jennifer Porch,
Hannah Purdy, Eric Rackear, Shannon Reilly,
Matthew Ritter, Matthew Rivera, Allison Rose,
Robyn Rosenzweig, Rohan Saigal, Matthew
Santry, Dylan Shepcaro, Joshua Simmons,
Harrison Slater, Wyatt Smith, Edward Stock-
ing, Meghan Suriano, Gabrielle Tanji, Mat-
thew Tarantino, Joseph Toresco, Garrett
Verdone, Samantha Waldman, Isabelle
Weisman, Madison Weist, Kayla Wiesinger,
Chelsea Wolf, Cheryl Wu, Deborah Wu, Jef-
frey Yang, Zachary Zagorski, Adam Ziering,

12th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Astrid Adriaens, Amanda Adsit, John Allen,

Victoria Aloupis, Madelein Archambault,
Zachary Archambault, Kerry Austin, Rakhee
Barai, Rishi Barai, Chloe Baron, Rachel Baron,
Zina Bazarsky, Taylor Brand, MorganJames
Bunger , Ashtyn Chen, Ming Chen, Nicholas
Chopey, Meghan Cleary, Alyssa Clemenko,
Sarah Crawford, Tara Culnan, Nadirah Davis,
Rebecca Delafuente, Marisa Difabio, Jennifer
Digiorgio, Elizabeth Driscoll, Meghan Dunn,
Bruce Dunnan, Krista Embrett, Parker Enixross,
Catherine Filipkowski, Colin Fitzhenry,
Margaux Fleschler, Dickens Fowler, Andrew
Garfinkel, Tzvetelina Garneva, John Gentile,
Gabrielle Gold, Dana Grant, Emma Gross,
Kathryn Halliburton, Edward Han, Julia
Harbaugh, Ryan Heine, Evan Heroux, Brianah
Hill, Evan Rae Hindes, Megan Hoerrner,
Kandacia Hossanah, Gregory Howard, Brianna
Hurtt, Alexander Jedruszczak, Meghan Jenkins,
Alycia Jhaveri, Michael Jones, Megan Kaveney,
Kevin Kessler, Elizabeth Kiefer, Andrew Kirna,
Tom Kowalski, Hannah Kronick, Abigail Kwok,
Jeffrey Laforge, Justin Lee, Brian Levine, Corey
Lipschutz, James Lisooey, Zachary Lizmi,
Brenna Logue, Emily Mack, Kyle Mackechnie,
Christina Martinez, Diana Mason, Christopher
Mench, Jilliana Meola, Philip Mierswa, Charles
Milrod, Dominick Molinari, Madison Mone,
Andrew Murray, Francine Nieva, Kadeem
Noray, Henry O’Brien, Lucas Pellegrino,
Kristina Perez, Zachary Perez, Aris Psyhojos,
Bryan Reilly, Rachel Rickles, Adel Roff, Laura
Rogut, Jill Salisbury, Christina Scaglione,
Nicole Schmeider, Jenna Sharkey, Emma Shor,
William Siegel, Shane Skibitsky, Stephanie
Skoller, Christine Spitler, Robert Steinfeld,
Caitlin Storcks, Meghan Sullivan, Adrian
Szycowski, Angela Tata, Sabrina Telsey,
Francesca Tilocca, Margot Tishberg, Daniel
Tivenan, Alexandra Tully, Bonnie Valentin,
Jacob Walker, Justin White, Daniel Wickens,
Tianzuo Xu

BARK AS BIG AS HIS BITE…On November 12, Westfield resident Daniel Berke,
16, attended the Fall Graduation of Canine Companions for Independence (CCI)
to present the proceeds from his fifth annual Charity Baseball Game, held on
September 26 at Tamaques Park. The event, which included a softball game
featuring 11th graders challenging the Westfield Police Department, along with a
raffle and silent auction, raised more than $4,200 for CCI, which breeds and trains
assistance dogs for children and adults with all disabilities except blindness. Daniel
is pictured here with Debra Dougherty, CCI Northeast Region executive director.

Education Fund Announces
Photo Contest Winners

WESTFIELD – The Education
Fund of Westfield has announced the
winners of its first photo contest,
entitled Eyes of Westfield. Students
in kindergarten to grade 12 were in-
vited to take pictures in Westfield of
people, places or favorite things. Pho-
tographs were judged on originality,
technicality, quality, composition and
overall “wow” factor.

First-, second- and third-place pho-
tographs were selected for each grade-
level group (Kindergarten to 5, 6 to 8,
and 9 to 12). Awards were given out
at a reception prior to the December
7 board of education meeting, with
Superintendent Margaret Dolan and
several board members in attendance.

The winners were as follows:
First-place winners – Grade 4: Jus-

tin J. O’Boyle – Remembering 9/11;
Grade 8: Marissa Alvarez – Multi-
Media; Grade 9: Mary Rippe – Railed.

Second-place winners – Grade 4:
Morgan Eng – End of Season; Grade
7: Sarah Boyle – Are you my Mother?
Grade 12: Max Narotzky – Untitled.

Third-place winners – Grade 1:
Logan Lenner – What a Face; Grade
8: Erin Fox – A Creek Runs Through
It; Grade 11: Julia Queller – Looking
Through Trees.

The winning photographs, and pho-
tographs of Westfield by other stu-
dents, are showcased in the “Eyes of
Westfield” photo book. A $15 small
soft-cover book and $30 large hard-
cover book are available for purchase.
If interested, e-mail
eyesofwestfield@gmail.com.

All proceeds from the book sales
are used to fund teacher-requested
grants that are used to implement
innovative educational programs de-
signed to improve children’s school
experiences. The Education Fund of
Westfield raises monies to award these
grants to all of the Westfield Public
Schools in order to enrich the educa-
tional experiences for students.

EYES OF WESTFIELD…First-place photography winners Marissa Alvarez,
grade 8; Mary Rippe, grade 9, and Justin J. O’Boyle, grade 4, show off their
winning works.

Second Friday’s Place
Benefits SP Food Pantry

SCOTCH PLAINS – The second
Friday’s Place of the 2010-2011
school year was held earlier this
month at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS). In total, 396
seventh and eighth graders from Park
and Terrill Middle Schools, as well
as St. Bartholomew Academy, par-
ticipated.

Friday’s Place is sponsored by the
Scotch Plains Recreation Committee
to benefit Community Against Sub-
stance Abuse (CASA). All proceeds
from Friday’s Place benefit CASA.
Each year, CASA awards a $1,000
scholarship to a graduating Scotch
Plains-Fanwood senior and donates
$500 towards Project Graduation.

Lisa Germano, Friday’s Place
Committee chairwoman and Park
Middle School representative; Geri
Rembish, Terrill Middle School rep-
resentative, and AnnMarie Erikson,
Refreshments chairwoman, worked
with an entire event-coordinating
committee, staffed by PTA members,
and chaperones, made up of parent
volunteers from all three schools.

There was a $5 admission charge
at the door ($4 in advance), and each
student was asked to provide a non-
perishable food donation to benefit
the Scotch Plains Food Pantry. The
students from all three area schools
enjoyed an evening full of activities,
including a DJ in the new gym, open
gym for basketball, nok hockey and
ping pong in the cafeteria.

New for this Friday’s Place was
Wii Sports Games. Refreshments and
pizza were available for a nominal
fee. The Friday evening event pro-
vided a night of music, dancing and
games – a chance for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood middle-school children to
get together socially in a fun and
safe environment.

The next Friday’s Place will take
place on March 4 at SPFHS. The
Friday’s Place Committee is search-
ing for adult volunteers to chaperone
the evening. For more information,
or to volunteer for the next Friday’s
Place, contact Lisa Germano at
lgmayo1@yahoo.com. More infor-
mation will be coming soon.

Westfield Library to Present
Workshops For Job Seekers
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library will offer two work-
shops for job seekers. “Write the
Résumé that Gets You the Interview”
will be held on Saturday, January 15,
at 10 a.m., and “Job Search Time
Management Tips” will take place on
Tuesday, January 18, at 7 p.m.

Paul Cecala, a certified career
coach, will present the workshops.
Mr. Cecala is a member of the Five-
O’Clock Club Guild of Career
Coaches and an adjunct faculty mem-
ber of Sustainable Careers at the
County College of Morris. He has led
hundreds of job-related workshops.

The résumé-writing presentation
will be appropriate for job seekers
just entering the job market, or for

Nursery School Lists
Open House Dates

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Nursery School and Kindergarten
(PNSandK) will hold information and
visitation sessions on January 12, 13,
19 and 20 for parents interested in
enrolling their children for the school
year of 2011-2012.

Application materials will be avail-
able for PNSandK at the nursery
school beginning on Wednesday,
January 12. The school is located at
140 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
For more information or to schedule
a visitation, call the nursery school at
(908) 233-0766.

more experienced individuals who
are continuing their search. It is de-
signed to help attendees create an
excellent résumé and to help them
stay focused on their career goals.

“Job Search Time Management
Tips” is designed to give job hunters
the necessary tools to manage their
time and stay focused on getting a job.

For more information about other
library programs and services, visit
the library’s website, wmlnj.org, and
click on the Online Calendar or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

Individuals also may sign up on the
website to receive the library’s e-
newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop
by the library at 550 East Broad Street
for a copy of its quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”
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YOUNGSTERS GET A JUMP START ON HOLIDAY SHOPPING… The
Parents’ Association at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School held its annual Holiday
Boutique for Lower School students in the Oakwood Room on December 1 and
2. Members of the Parents’ Association members and class parents helped the
youngsters examine their shopping lists as they selected from an array of novelty
and sports items, costume jewelry and other goods. The Oakwood Room was
adorned with snowmen, snowflakes, twinkle lights and other delightful decora-
tions, as well as refreshments to enjoy. Pictured above, Renee Payami of Scotch
Plains helps her daughter, Kapriana Payami choose a holiday gift.

The Fighter:
Exhibits Championship Form

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
4 popcorns

Director David O. Russell’s The
Fighter, an absorbing, powerfully
realistic account of light welterweight
“Irish” Micky Ward’s trials and tribu-
lations in and out of the ring, is both
metaphor and anthropological critic.
Pulling no punches, it identifies the
vestigial emotions that make this
genre such a searing microcosm of
the human condition.

Give filmmaker Russell and a
gaggle of writers credit for making
intense, philosophical sense of a very
messy sociology. Welcome to Lowell,
Mass., a town that went down for the
count after the mills fled. Struggling
to lift itself off the canvas ever since,
the profound psychological effect is
sternly worn on its denizens’ sleeves.

Nowhere does hope spring more
desperately than in the home of Alice
Ward (Melissa Leo), the hard-drink-
ing, chain-smoking mother of nine
and self-appointed boxing manager.
As in every family, the Ward culture
is built on an amalgam of legend and
myth. In their case, it’s eldest son
Dicky Eklund’s could-have-been
glory.

Magnificently portrayed with Os-
car-worthy verve and sensitivity by
Christian Bale, he was a decent fighter
with good potential before succumb-
ing to drug addiction. In recent years,
he has become a tarnished, charitably
acknowledged local hero, dining out
on the story of how he once knocked
down the great Sugar Ray Leonard.
Some say he slipped.

In any case, as we take up the tale
the torch has now apparently passed
to little brother Micky Ward, superbly
detailed by Mark Wahlberg. A road-
paver by day, he’s won several fights.
But of late, he has stagnated and
taken numerous beatings, ostensibly
due to the subjective and imprudent
judgment of domineering Alice and
the fallen Dicky.

A real manager offers him a chance
to quit the road gang and train full
time in Las Vegas. He yearns for the
opportunity. But the family has its
hooks in him. And thus we identify
the syndrome that plagues the very
best and worst of families: the tyr-
anny of the DNA. Do as we say or
flaunt your repudiation of family, your
selfish betrayal.

Fortunately, history shows there’s
long been a fairly successful antidote
to the pathology. It’s an ally, forming
in its healthiest application a tie stron-
ger than blood, and commonly known
as a lover. Enters stage right, Amy
Adams in a great turn as Charlene
Fleming, a spunky barmaid who’s
had a flirtation with college. She seats
herself in Micky’s camp.

And what a crew she has to deal
with if she hopes to wrest her knight
in shining armor from the shackles

that deter the shared dream destiny
they now envision. Ensconced on
Alice’s couch, serving as a chorus to
her egocentric reveries, several
witchlike daughters provide telling
comedy relief, echoing mom’s
pontifications to insure their own sur-
vival.

We pause to speculate: What is it
about the lower classes that so in-
trigue? Of late, almost a whole show-
biz franchise has formed, dedicated
to spotlighting the mores and folk-
ways of those who either refuse, or
have been unable, to carve out a piece
of America’s middle-class pie. Wit-
ness the bevy of daytime TV shows
that delight in making sport of them.

Sadly, that’s slumming, rubber-
necking at socioeconomic tragedy.
I’d like to think our interest here is
primarily sympathetic. Representing
the Dickensian aspiration for a finer
life, Wahlberg’s Micky Ward is the
tale’s Cinderella. He knows there’s
something better than the insular bar-
barism that surrounds him, not just
monetarily, but spiritually as well.

Thus, it is essentially a deadly holy
war that widens the rift between him
and the long held rituals and ethos
that have subjugated his clan. Alice
preaches the mantra, holding up the
besotted, poor, poor Dicky as the
martyred symbol of all their beliefs.
Hanging from that false cross, Chris-
tian Bale performs a thespic miracle
to behold.

Commanding yet unselfish, he suf-
fuses the atmosphere with the entire
crux of the opus, a symbol of the
bones of contention gnawing at the
personae’s souls, and screaming their
discontent. Knocking heads with him,
literally and figuratively, Mr.
Wahlberg bobs and weaves, allowing
him an intermittent limelight without
losing his character’s importance.

But perhaps more phenomenal in
this movie of multifariously sought
redemptions is the tolerance Bale ul-
timately engenders in his audience.
The idea of heroes and villains soon
spins into an enlightening gray area
that speaks volumes about the human
comedy. Along the way, a good old-
fashioned look at brotherly love
complements the perspective.

The most prestigious, albeit hack-
neyed, accolade that can be laid on a
boxing film is that it isn’t just a ring
saga per se, that the dramatic sub-
stance supersedes its pugilistic con-
tent. In this corner, the combination
is symbiotically profound. Throwing
a blow to the senses and a shot to the
gut, The Fighter floors us with its
winning one-two punch.

* * *
The Fighter, rated R, is a Para-

mount Pictures release directed by
David O. Russell and stars Mark
Wahlberg, Christian Bale and Amy
Adams. Running time: 115 minutes.

Paper Mill Appoints
Director of Development

MILLBURN – Paper Mill Play-
house announced the appointment of
Sue-Ellen M. Wright as its director of
Development.

“Paper Mill Playhouse is thrilled
to add Sue-Ellen Wright to our senior
management team,” said Todd
Schmidt, Paper Mill Playhouse man-
aging director. “Sue-Ellen has exten-
sive knowledge in all aspects of
fundraising for the arts, and her skills
will allow Paper Mill Playhouse to
expand its contributed support.”

The director of Development is
responsible for planning and execut-
ing the organization’s strategic and
operational development in achiev-
ing a $5-million annual campaign
and implementation of planned-giv-
ing efforts.

Ms. Wright will work closely with
the board of trustees, local, regional
and national foundations, corporate,
government and individual funders
to identify and grow the resources to
support Paper Mill Playhouse’s artis-
tic vision, arts education programs
and strategic organizational develop-
ment.

“After a thorough search for a new
director of Development, we are very
pleased to have found Sue-Ellen,”
said Paper Mill Playhouse Producing
Artistic Director Mark Hoebee. “Not-
for-profit arts organizations cannot
maintain quality programming on
ticket sales alone. I believe that the
combination of Sue-Ellen’s experi-
ence and enthusiasm are a perfect
match for the many challenges of
maintaining and garnering additional
support for Paper Mill Playhouse.”

For the past three years, Ms. Wright

has worked as an independent
fundraiser, consulting on a variety of
projects, including the New York City
Ballet, Friends of the High Line, Lydia
Johnson Dance Company and Mason
Gross School of the Arts, Rutgers
University.

She served as assistant Vice Presi-
dent of Corporate Development and
Sponsorship Marketing for seven
years at the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark.

At NJPAC, she grew corporate
fundraising and sponsorship pro-
grams with a combined annual goal
of $3.4 million of an $11-million
annual operating budget. She was
strategically involved in all
fundraising activities and a $180-
million unified campaign for endow-
ment, reserve and annual operations.
Prior to her time at NJPAC, she served
as director of Development for the
Arizona Theatre Company in Tucson
and Phoenix, Ariz.

She is a graduate of Montclair State
University, earned a masters degree
in Public Administration from Seton
Hall University and was honored by
the Women’s Fund of New Jersey for
non-profit management leadership.

“It is truly exciting to take on this
important role to sustain and grow a
vibrant cultural arts community,” said
Ms. Wright. “I am especially looking
forward to working with the adminis-
tration and the board of trustees to
achieve the vision for Paper Mill Play-
house in the 21st Century. It is an
honor to become part of an outstand-
ing professional team which is dedi-
cated to the performing arts and arts
education across New Jersey.”

Stony Hill Announces
Latest Audition Dates
SUMMIT – Stony Hill Players’

auditions for Isn’t It Romantic, by
Wendy Wasserstein, will be held on
Monday and Tuesday, January 17
and 18, at 7 p.m. in the Oakes Center,
located at 120 Morris Avenue in Sum-
mit.

Performances are May 13 to 15
and May 20 to 22. Casting is for four
women and four men with the age
span of 20 to 60. For information, call
(973) 376-1216.

Alliance Theatre Presents
Still Life at Rahway UCPAC
RAHWAY – Alliance Repertory

Theatre’s next production will be Still
Life by Alexander Dinelaris. It will
run from January 14 to 29 in the
Studio Theater of the Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway on Friday and Saturday eve-
nings at 8 p.m., with one Sunday
matinee on January 16 at 2 p.m.

Still Life concerns Carrie Ann
Daley, a recognized photographer,
who, at the pinnacle of her career,
inexplicably shuts down. Lost and
afraid to even pick up a camera, her
descent in interrupted by a whirlwind
romance with Jeff, a trend analyst
who becomes determined to help her
move on, even while facing his own
uncertain future.

Elissa Strell as Carrie Ann and
Matt McCarthy as Jeff head the cast,
which includes Kelly Maizenaski,
Cody Dalton, Mike Babb, Howard
Fischer, Chess Lankford and Katie
Hayes. Michael Driscoll directs. Tom
Rowe designs lights and Lilli Marques
costumes. The stage manager is Bill

Community Players to
Present ‘Now Change’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Community Players continues its
2010-2011 season with the popular
musical, I Love You, You’re Perfect,
Now Change. The show opens on
Saturday, January 8, and runs week-
ends through January 22. The theater
is located at 1000 North Avenue in
Westfield. Tickets cost $25 and can
be reserved by calling the 24-hour
tape at (908) 232-1221.

The musical, which had a success-
ful run in New York, is a celebration of
the mating game, taking on the truths
and myths behind the contemporary
conundrum known as “the relation-
ship.” Books and lyrics are by Joe
DiPietro; music, by Jimmy Roberts.

Directed by Sherrie Ahlin, she is
assisted by producer Kay Macrae of
Westfield. The cast includes Jennifer
Hanselman, Chris Mortenson, Paul
Salvatoriello and Janet Swaim. Mu-
sical direction is by Seth Saltzman
and choreography by Meridith
Johnson.

Continuing the opening-night tra-
dition, audience members are invited
to a reception with cast and crew after
the curtain rings down.

Les Malamut Gallery Hosts
Work of Artist Deutsch

UNION – The Les Malamut Art
Gallery will host a solo exhibit of
encaustic work by artist Jonathan
Deutsch. The show will run from
January 4 through February 25, 2011.
A reception to meet the artist will be
held on Saturday, January 8, from 1
to 4 p.m. The show and reception are
free and open to the public.

Mr. Deutsch has been painting in
oil and acrylic for a number of years.
Recently, he was introduced to en-
caustics, which utilizes beeswax. This
form of painting has been in use for
thousands of years. The medium,
which consists of wax, damar resin
and pigments, allows for a variety of
techniques to be employed.

Brushes and sculpting tools are
used to apply and then work the wax
into the desired form. The paint is
applied to a panel after it has been
heated. Heating allows the paint to
move from a solid to a liquid state.
After each layer is brushed on, it is re-
heated and fused to the layer below.

Mr. Deutsch considers the medium
he uses to be a form with which he
can continuously and without limita-
tion express himself. There are no
boundaries or language barriers to
overcome for either the artist or the
viewer with his paintings.

Anyone of any age, time, culture or
place can look upon the artwork and
see for themselves what has been
done and the impact that has been
made. The response and interpreta-
tion are unique to the observer.

For Mr. Deutsch, painting is much
like a state of meditation. The mind
relaxes, and then a flood of thoughts
and inspiration race in during the
process. Painting allows the painter
to investigate and ultimately to docu-
ment the creative act. The viewer can
choose to be drawn in and participate
in the painting; sharing in the con-
templation.

Mr. Deutsch has attended New Jer-
sey Center For the Visual Arts as well
as Columbia University and Univer-
sity of Rochester. He is a member of
several professional organizations,
including The Alliance of Profes-
sional Artists, Riverdale Art Center,
Contemporary Art Group and
Milburn-Short Hills Art Center.

His work is included in many pri-
vate collections and he has exhibited
in numerous galleries. Among them

are The Artist Framer of Cranford
and the Paper Mill Juried Exhibition
in Milburn. He maintains a website at
jonathan-deutsch.com

The Les Malamut Art Gallery is
located on the lower level of the Union
Public Library at 1980 Morris Av-
enue. It is open during regular library
hours and is handicapped accessible.
All work in the gallery is for sale.

For further information, visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com
or contact Barbara Wirkus, curator,
at (908) 276-6656.

Van Sant.
Tickets are $22 for adults and $17

for seniors and students. They can be
purchased either online at ucpac.org
or by phone at (732) 499-8226. There
will also be a wine and cheese
talkback on Friday, January 21.
UCPAC is located at 1601 Irving St
in Rahway.

Choral Art Society
To Perform Bach’s

Oratorio
WESTFIELD – The Choral Art

Society of New Jersey, Inc. will per-
form Johann Sebastian Bach’s Christ-
mas Oratorio, Cantatas One, Two
and Three on Saturday, January 22, at
8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at Mountain Av-
enue and East Broad Street.

James Little, musical director of
the society, will conduct the evening’s
performance.

Soloists include Ellen Goff
Entriken, soprano; Jeffrey
Mandelbaum, alto; Stephen Sands,
tenor, and Mark Watson, bass. The
Choral Art Society Orchestra will
accompany the chorus.

Admission is $20, $15 for seniors
and students, at the door. For infor-
mation, call (908) 654-5737 or visit
thechoralartsocietyofnj.org.

Deutsch’s Bartlett Pear

Pearl Street Displays
Paintings of SP’s Derrett

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of artwork by
Marion Derrett in the gallery space at
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, located at 633
Pearl Street in Elizabeth.

A selection of Ms. Derrett’s pastel
paintings, entitled “Salad Days,” is
on display at the Pearl Street Gallery
from now until January 28. The gal-
lery is open
from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays.

Born in En-
gland, Ms.
Derrett earned
her art degree
from Froebel
Institute of
Education in
London and
taught art in
England for
many years.
She has traveled the world and stud-
ied Chinese painting while living in
China and Singapore.

After moving to Scotch Plains in
2002, she pursued her studies at
Artspace Studio in Morristown with
Julie Friedman at the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey in Summit and
the duCret School of Art in Plainfield.

Ms. Derrett works from her Scotch
Plains studio in pastels, oils and acryl-
ics on commissioned portraits and
landscape paintings. She also writes
and illustrates children’s books.
Her work can be seen at
marionderrett.com.

Ms. Derrett has exhibited exten-
sively and won many awards, includ-
ing the Scotch Plains and Fanwood

Arts Association 2010, First Place,
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association 2009, Best of Show and
the Pastel Society of New Jersey 4th
Annual Member’s Exhibition 2009,
Award of Merit. She has shown her
paintings in exhibitions throughout
Connecticut, New Jersey and New
York.

In the eight years that she has lived
in Scotch Plains, she has pursued her

art career with
passion. She en-
joys involvement
in many profes-
sional organiza-
tions such as
Juried Member of
the American Art-
ists Professional
League, Juried
Associate Mem-
ber of the Pastel
Society of
America, Portrait
Society of

America; Contemporary Art Group,
Westfield; Westfield Arts Associa-
tion, Pastel Society of New Jersey;
Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts As-
sociation, Millburn-Short Hills Art
Center and the Watchung Arts Cen-
ter.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply. For more informa-
tion about the Pearl Street Gallery or
to learn about other programs and
services, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, located at 633 Pearl Street in
Elizabeth, by phone at (908) 558-
2550. NJ Relay users should dial 711
or may e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

PJS FOR A WORTHY CAUSE…The Scholastic Book Clubs and the nonprofit
Pajama Program joined forces to provide children in need with brand-new
pajamas and books. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District’s Preschool and
Kindergarten classes at both Coles and Evergreen schools donated 62 pajamas to
this worthy cause. Scholastic matched this donation and provided 62 books to
these needy children. Pictured are Laura Kelk’s preschool students, left to right,
Carolyn Joe, Dylan Weiner and Tommy Weiner.

Looking Out to Sea

TIME WITH THE TROOPS...Members of the 102nd Cavalry Squadron Army
National Guard recently took third grade Bear Scouts from Tamaques School
and their siblings for an informative and interactive tour of the Westfield
Armory. Participants included (front row, from left to right) Joe Gamba, Caden
Strauss, Dylan Strauss; (middle row) Maggie McCauley, Colin Murphy, Michael
Magnotti, Nicholas Schoen, Will Gamba, Grayson Strauss; (back row) CPT Joe
McNamara, Declan McCauley, Joseph Schoen and 1SG John Rowe.

County Coffee Class
Offered Jan. 26

UNION COUNTY – Coffee lovers
can find out everything they ever
wanted to know about their favorite
beverage, including benefits to savor
and pitfalls to avoid, by attending a
free class offered by the Rutgers Co-
operative Extension of Union County
called “Coffee – Should It Be Your
Mug of Choice?” The class will be
held on Wednesday, January 26, 7
p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Extension offices
in Westfield. There is no fee but reg-
istration in advance is required by
contacting Digna Torres at (908) 654-
9854 or dtorres@ucnj.org.

Youth Poetry and Short Story Contest
The Woman’s Club of Westfield

invites all aspiring student poets and
authors from first grade through high
school to enter The New Jersey State
Federation of Women’s Clubs’
(NJSFWC) Youth Poetry and Short
Story 2011 Contest. Poetry entries
may be any style with a minimum
length of eight lines and a maximum
of 30 lines.  Short stories are limited
to 2,000 words.   Entries must be
typewritten, double spaced, with a
minimum of one inch margins, on
one side of 8 ½” x 11" paper.A stu-
dent may enter one short Story andor
poem for the local club contest.

The author’s name, address, tele-
phone number, title of poem or short
story, the category entered and name
of sponsoring club must be in the top
right hand corner of each page.   All
entries are judged on content, organi-
zation and form. Decision of the
judges is final.

 Material is to be submitted in du-
plicate to the Woman’s Club of
Westfield, 314 Orenda  Circle,
Westfield, NJ 07090, postmarked
before January 20 , 2011 and must be
the  original unpublished work of the
author,  written during the contest
year.

Authors must be amateurs  with
earnings  from  writing  not to  exceed
$500 annually.  Writers are asked to

keep a copy of their work as entries
cannot be returned.

The categories in both Poetry and
Short Story are:  Category One
(Grades l,2,3); Category Two (Grades
4,5,6); Category Three (Grades
7,8,9); Category Four (Grades
10,11,12).

First place winners in our local
contest will be sent on for judging at
the New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs level. First place
NJSFWC winners will then go on to
be judged by the  General  Federation
of Women’s Clubs which is the na-
tional level.
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WHO SAYS THERE ARE NO SECOND CHANCES?…The Madrigal Singers’
seventh “second chance at Christmas concert” will take place at 4 p.m. on January
9, 2011 at the First United Methodist Church, located at 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

                    
               

       
           

251 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ   908-654-3300

NOW OPEN

Located in the North Avenue Train Station Parking Lot

Art Center Announces
Fourth Salon Series

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey (VACNJ) an-
nounced the fourth season of its popu-
lar Thursday Evening Salon Series.
The 10 evening discussions will be
held between January 13 and May
19, and be moderated by leading art-
ists, art historians, curators, philoso-
phers and writers, among others, in
an informal, salon-style setting.

Attendees can sip wine or soft
drinks while participating in lively
conversations. Eclectic in content and
social in nature, the Salon Series pro-
vides an opportunity for everyone —
regardless of educational or profes-
sional background — to gather and
learn more about the world of art and
artists and how it impacts other disci-
plines. It is not necessary to know
anything about art to participate.

All programs are held in the Main
Gallery at the Art Center from 7:30 to

9 p.m. and are free to the public
through a grant from the New Jersey
Council for the Humanities, a state
partner of the National Endowment
for the Humanities. Funding is also
provided by the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts and by The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation.

The January 13 opener, “Big and
Small: Issues of Scale and Art,” will
be presented by Dan Bischoff, art
reviewer for The Star-Ledger. The
second event, on January 27, “The
Metaphysical and the Mundane: Art
and Commerce in American Photog-
raphy,” will be presented by Paul
Sternberger, professor of Art History
at Rutgers University

Those who are interested may call
(908) 273-9121 to make reservations,
as seating is limited for each event.
For more information about the Sa-
lon Series, visit artcenternj.org.

Nature Inspires Artist’s
Mixed Media Exhibit

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD    –  Last year, artist
Barbara Ellmann spent six weeks at
the Hermitage Artist Retreat in
Englewood, Florida, an inspiring ha-
ven where artists can nurture their
creativity.

From this opportunity came “What
I Saw” a mixed media exhibit of
abstract work that was recently on
display at Union County College’s
Tomasulo Gallery.

Largely an experience that allowed
interaction with nature, Ms.
Ellmann’s time at Hermitage allowed
her to focus on life’s transience and
the delicacy of balance of all kinds.

She translated this into works cre-
ated with pencil, marker, silver leaf,
bees wax and kitikata paper.

“My eyes are acutely attuned to
color, line, shape, and pattern, and as
an abstract painter these are the ways
that my experience is captured, trans-
lated and recorded into painting,” she
stated.

At Tomasulo, Ms. Ellmann’s work
was best viewed as a “wrap-around”
experience that began on one wall
and continued along the other walls
of the gallery.

“The long horizontal band as the
paintings stretch around three walls
was an important restatement of what
it is like to stare out into the distance

beyond the beach and across the wa-
ter to the horizon line,” explained
Ms. Ellmann.  

 The exhibit’s pièce de résistance
was “Game Boards,” a series of over
300 different, but related drawings
that the artist has been working on for
over 10 years.

“This structure first appeared in
my drawing as a configuration found
in the game Parcheesi, and I began
creating a theme and variation on
[this] board game from my child-
hood,” explained Ms. Ellmann.

The repetitive technique employed
by Ms. Ellmann imparts playful and
whimsical fantasy to the piece, and
makes the viewer feel as if indeed,
she is taking part in a game being
played on a game board.

For Ms. Ellmann, however, the
technique serves a different purpose.

“I believe that the repetition of the
forms has created a way of centering
myself in my work and has acted as a
meditative preparation for painting.”

Ms. Ellmann has received public
commissions from the New York City
MTA and Summit Arts. In addition,
she has held solo exhibits in New
York and California. Her work has
also been exhibited in group exhibits
throughout the United States.

For more information about Ms.
Ellmann, please log onto
www.barbaraellmann.com.

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Due to the snow

& lack of parking last week

Christmas 50% off sale
has been extended.

There is still time to clean out your
closets & keep someone warm.

We are still collecting coats for

WBGO’s Annual Coat Drive
thru January 15th, 2011

Westfield Symphony Orchestra Rings in New Year with
Pizazz Performing Broadway Masterpieces

 BY SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD—Last week’s sold-
out New Year’s Eve concert, argu-
ably the best of the 14 that the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra has
performed on that special night, show-
cased four outstanding vocalists who,
along with the orchestra, musically
mesmerized the capacity audience.
The key to this year’s offering was
director David Wroe’s uncanny se-
lection of songs that not only fit the
natural gifts of the vocalists, but let
the orchestra showcase a variety of
styles—from Broadway and pop to
swing and jazz.

The evening entitled “The Great
American Songbook” started with
two of what Mr. Wroe referred to as
“echo songs.” Cab Calloway’s well-
known rendition of the jazz number,
“Minnie the Moocher,” pulled the
crowd into a relaxed atmosphere, ask-
ing them to sing along with animated
baritone Leon Williams.

Decked out in a sparkling top hat
and full-length black and gold lamé
coat, Mr. Williams—a consummate
drama king and delightful singer—
emerged from the Westfield High
School auditorium’s pit where he
pranced, preened and sang his way
into the hearts of the audience. After
the Cab Calloway number, gifted
tenor Gary Mauer portrayed the char-
acter Billy, a rascal from the musical
Chicago, with his “All I Care about is
Love.” Mr. Mauer’s playful crooning
was punctuated by the flawless or-
chestral accompaniment.

 Next, it was the female vocalists’
turn to shine in the duet “In His Eyes”
from Jekyll and Hyde. Michelle
Ragusa, a Mountainside resident,
paired with soprano Elizabeth
Southard, Mr. Mauer’s wife. An er-
rant body microphone for Ms.
Southard threw off the vocal balance
of the ladies. In the following num-
ber, however, the maestro, in his in-
imitable way, took charge of the pos-
sible audio nightmare by stopping
the orchestra and performer, giving
her a handheld mic, and taking the
number from the top.

This proved to be a wise move for
when Ms. Southard sang “Stars and
the Moon,” a satiric number by J.
Robert Brown’s Songs for a New
World, it delighted the audience with
the comic lyrics. Later, she was able
to display her vocal virtuosity in
“Wishing You Were Somehow Here
Again” from Andrew Lloyd Weber’s
The Phantom of the Opera, a show
she and her husband have starred in
on Broadway.

 The most poignant musical mo-
ment came when Mr. Mauer pre-
sented “Bring Him Home” from Les
Misérables. Mr. Mauer’s crystal clear
voice combined with lush strings,
especially cello and upright bass, to
hold the audience spellbound. The
orchestra repeated a favorite selec-
tion from one of the concerts a few
years back with H. Arlen’s “The Man
That Got Away” from A Star is Born.

Mr. Wroe explained his Sherlock

Holmes method of securing the mu-
sic. “Years back, to save space, the
MGM Studio threw out five or six
original orchestrations, one being
‘Star,’” he explained. With Herculean
effort, Mr. Wroe painstakingly re-
wrote the piece by dictating it note
for note from YouTube to recreate the
original sound orchestration. The
Judy Garland classic spotlighted a
warm brass sound, with a pulsing,
building beat by the splendid bass
and drums. A mellow saxophone
complemented Ms. Ragusa’s vibrant,
dramatic voice.

Maestro Wroe said he included a
Rodgers and Hammerstein song, a
1945 classic from Carousel because
the show was hailed by Time maga-
zine as the “Best Musical of the Cen-
tury.” The song “Soliloquy,” accord-
ing to Mr. Wroe, is really “numerous
songs bundled into one.” Performing
as Billy Bigelow, storyteller/singer

HAPPY DAYS MAKES FOR ESTATIC CROWD...At the close of the first half
of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s New Year’s Eve concert, “The Great
American Songbook,” tenor Gary Mauer, soprano Elizabeth Southard and
baritone Leon Williams finish the song “Get Happy” while Maestro Wroe signals
the orchestra.

FANTASTIC FINISH...Mountainside
resident Michelle Ragusa, a mezzo-
soprano, finishes the song “Get Happy”
with the help of  the orchestra at the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s New
Year’s Eve concert.

Susan M. Dougherty for the Westfield Leader and the Times

Williams didn’t just sing the familiar
classic; he revealed the innermost
fantasies and fears of a young father-
to-be.

 The orchestra’s chance to display
their mastery of jazz came in a Jerome
Kerns favorite—“Just the Way You
Look Tonight”—from the film
“Swingtime.” Superior saxophone,
brushes, drum and bass set a sexy
mood while Ms. Ragusa’s versatile
voice took flight. The brass joined in
to support her in the powerful lyric
“never, never change; keep that
breathless charm...”

In WSO president Mark Fleder’s
remarks in the playbill, he invited the
audience to be “transported to an-
other time, another place, to be swept
away by the masterpieces of the
Broadway stage.” And for two hours,
indeed, we were.

Susan M. Dougherty
for the Westfield Leader and The Times

Springfield Library to Show
WF Artist’s Collection

SPRINGFIELD – Stanislaw
Retinger, who resides in Westfield,
will show a collection of his paint-
ings and mixed-media artworks at
the Donald B. Palmer Museum in the
Springfield Public Library from Janu-
ary 3 until February 8.

Mr. Retinger started painting in
1990, becoming a self-taught artist.
He cites a number of forces and people
as influences on his work.

“Many artists, mostly from the 20th
century, [cite] Picasso and Matisse as
the nucleus,” he said. He also men-
tioned broader social influences. “I’ll
call it growing up in America...Rock
and roll can’t be ignored as having a
tremendous effect on me, stylisti-
cally. Television also has played a big
roll.”

“Red Morning Runner,” from 1999,
the piece from which the exhibit takes
its name, is a medium-sized work. In

it, the runner is poised to exit the
painting at the lower left. It was done
on plywood, a reflection of Mr.
Retinger’s fondness for mixing the
fine and the crude in his art.

“Tiger Paw,” from 2010, is an ab-
stract series he has created in his shift
toward painting. “It’s designed to be
as small or as large as desired. Hence,
the all-over pattern. They’re not a
picture of anything. It’s a feeling I’m
after,” he said.

The Donald B. Palmer Museum is
located in the Springfield Free Public
Library at 66 Mountain Avenue.
Hours of the exhibit are Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 10
a.m. to 8:30 p.m. and Tuesday, Friday
and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Sunday hours are from 1 to 3:30
p.m. For information, call (973) 376-
4930.

SPOTLIGHT ON THE ARTS…The Westfield Theatre Guild, established in
2010 to help provide supplementary funds to support and enhance the existing
high quality drama and musical productions at Westfield High School (WHS),
donated $3,240 to the board of education to purchase nine new spotlights for the
WHS auditorium. The donation was formally accepted at the December 14 Board
of Education meeting with, from left to right, Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan, Board of Education President Julia Walker, Westfield Theatre Guild
President Lisa Smelkinson and Westfield Theatre Guild Corresponding Secre-
tary Wendy Bregman available for the check presentation. More than 100
individual contributions from residents have been received to date. For more
information on the Westfield Theatre Guild, contact Lisa Smelkinson at
lsmelk@aol.




